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ParliamentaFyDebates 

t 

iDuring  the  Second  Session  of  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  Westmijister,  the  Fourth  Day  of 
November  1813,  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 

^     His  Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.    [Sess.  1813/14- 


HOXJSR   OF   LORDS. 

Thursday,  November  4^  1 8 1 3. 

'JLHE    Princb    Regent's    Speech    on 

Opening  tbb  Session.]     This  beins  the 

first  day  of  the  Session,  the  doors  of  the 

'  House  were  opened  early,  and  the  greater 

part  of  the  Peers'  seats  were  soon  occupied 

•  by   a   great  number  of  ladies  elegantly 

i  dressed.    SeTerf^l  of  the  foreign  ministers 

were  also  in  the  body  of  the  House. 

At  two  o'clock  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  entered  the  House  in  pro- 
cession ;    the   earl  of  Liverpool  carrying 
the  Sword  of  Slate ;  the  marquis  of  Win- 
chester the  Cap  of   Maintenance ;    the 
Crown  and  the  Prince's    Coronet  being 
also  borne,  and  the  procession  being  madi» 
with  all  the  accustomed  state.     His  Royal ^ 
]  Highness  was  attired  in  his  robes,  worn 
'  oyer  a  field  marshal's  uniform,  and  with  a 
.  military  hat.     Having  taken  his  seat  on 
the    throne,    Mr.  Quarme,    the    Deputy^ 
I  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  was  sent  to  the 
L  Commons  to,  command  their  attendance. 
Sooo  afterwards,  the  Speaker,  in  his  full 
I  dress  robes,  accompanied  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  members,-  came  to  the  bar ;  when 
th^  Prince  Regent  delivered  ^he  following 
'  Speech : —  "         - 

**  My  Lords,  and  Oentlemen;^ 
''  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  am 
again  obliged  to  announce  to  you  the  con« 
tinaance  of  his  Majesty's  lamented  indis' 
position. 

*'  The  great  and  splendid  success  with 

wbtch  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence 

to  bless  hit  Majesty's  arms,  and  those  of 

bis  Allies,  in  the  course  of  the  preieot 

(VOL-XXVU.) 


campaign,    has  been    productive  of  the 
most  important  consequences  to  Europe. 

"  In  Spain  the  glorious  and  decisive 
victory  obtained  near  Vittoria  has  been 
followed  by  the  advance  of  the  allied 
forces  to  the  Pyrenees,  by  the  repulse 
of  the  enemy  in  every  attempt  to  regain 
the  ground  he  had  been  compelled  •  to 
abandon,  by  the  reduction  of  the  fortress 
of  daint  Sebastian,  and  finally  by  the 
establishment  of  the  allied  army  6n  the 
frontier  of  France. 

''  In  this  seiries  of  brilliant  operations,  you 
will  have  obserred,  with  the  highest  satis* 
faction,  the  consummate  skill  and  ability  of 
the  great  commander  Field  Marshal  the 
Marquis  of  Wellington,  and  the  steadiness 
and  onconquerable  spirit  which  have  been 
equally  displayed  by  the  troops  of  the 
three  nations  united  under  his  command. 

*'  The  termination  of  the  armistice  in 
the  North  of  Europe,  and  the  Declaration 
of  War  by  the  emperor  of  Austria  against 
France,  have  been  most  happily  accom- 
panied by  a  system  of  cordial  union  and 
concert  amongst  the  allied  powers. 

"  The  efTecU  of  this  union  have  even 
surpassed  those  expectations  which  it  was 
calculated  to  excite. 

"  By  the  signal  victories  obtained  over 
tbe  French  armies  in  Silesia^  at  Culm,  and 
at  Denevitz,  the  efibrU  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  tnto  the  heart  of  the  Austrian 
and  Prussian  territories  we^e  completely 
frustrated* 

(B) 
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"  These  successes  have  been  followed 
by  a  course  of  operations,  combined  with 
so  much  judgment,  and  executed  with 
spch, consummate  prudence,  yigoor,  and 
ability,  as  to  have  led  in  their  result  not 
only  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those  pro- 
jects which  the  Ruler  of  France  had  so 
presumptuously  announced  on  the  re- 
newal  of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
army  under  his  immediate  command. 

''  The  annals  of  Europe  afford  no  ex- 
ample of  victories  more  splendid  and  de- 
cisive than  those  which  have  been  re- 
cently achieved  in  Saxony. 

"  Whilst  the  perseverance  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  the  allied  forces  of  every 
description  engaged  in  this  conflict  have 
exalted  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  their 
military  character,  yoo  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, agree  with  me  in  rendering  the  full 
tribute  of  applause  to  those  sovereigns  and 
princes,  who,  in  this  sacred  cause  of  national 
independence,  have  so  eminently  distin- 
guished themselves  as  the  leaders  of  the 
armies  of  their  respective  nations. 

"  With  such  a  prospect  before  yoo,  I 
am  satisfied  that  I  may  rely  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  your  disposition  to 
enable  me  to  afibrd  the  necessary  assist- 
ance in  support  of  a  system  of  alliance, 
which,  originating  chiefly  in  the  magnani- 
mous and  disinterested  views  of  the  em- 
peror of  Rpssia,  and  followed  up  as  it 
has  been  with  corresponding  energy  by 
the  other  allied  powers,  has  produced  a 
change  the  most  momentous  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  continent. 

"I  shall  direct  copies  of  the  several 
conventions  which  I  have  concluded  with 
the  northern  powers  to  be  laid  before  you, 
as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of  them  shall 
have  been  duly  exchanged. 

'*  I  have  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
have  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  and 
Concert  w4th  the  emperor  of  Austria,  and 
that  the  powerful  league  already  formed 
has  received  an  important  addition  of 
force  by  the  Declaration  of  Bavaria 
against  France. 

"  I  am  confident  you  will  view  with 
particular  satisfaction  the  renewal  of  the 
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ancient  connection  with  the  Aostrian  go* 
vernment ;  and  that,  justly  appreciating 
all  the  Talue  of  the  accession  of  that  great 
power  to..  th&  common  cause,  you  will 
be  prepared,  as  far  as  circumstances  may 
permit^  to  enable  me  to  support  his  impe- 
rial Majesty  in  the  vigorous  prosecation 
of  the  contest. 

"  The  war  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States  of  America  stUl  con- 
tinues ;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  government  of  the  United  Sutes  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada  have  been  frus- 
trated by  the  valour  of  his  Majesty's 
troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  bi| 
American  subjects. 

*'  Whilst  Great  Britain,  in  conjnnction 
with  her  Allies,  is  exerting  her  utqriost 
strength  against  the  common  enemy  of  in- 
dependent nations,  it  must  be  matter  of 
deep  regret  to  find  an  additional  enemy 
in  the  government  of  a  country  whose 
real  interest  in  the  issue  of  this  great  con- 
test must  be  the  same  as  our  own. 

'*  It  is  known  to  the  world,  that  this 
country  was  not  the  aggressor  in  this  war. 

''  I  have  not  hitherto  seen  any  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  close  it,  of  which  I  could 
avail  myself  coneistently  with  a  due  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty'^ 
subjects. 

**  I  am  at  all  limes  ready  to  enter  into 
discussion  with  that  government  for  a  con- 
ciliatory adjustment  of  the  diflerences  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity  not  inconsistent  with 
the  established  maxims  of  public  law  and 
with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
empire. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  for  tbe 
services  of  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

"  I  regret  the  necessity  of  so  large  an 
expenditure,  which  I  am  confident  however 
you  will  judge  to  be  unavoidable,  when 
the  extent  and  nature  of  our  military  exer- 
tions are  considered. 

"  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  your  readiness 
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to  fomish  such  supplies  as  the  public  sef- 
Tice  may  require. 

**  I  congratulate  you  on  the  improved 
and  flourisbiDg  state  of  our  commerce  ; 
and  I  trust  that  the  abundant  harvest  which 
we  have  received  from  the  bountiftil  hand 
ef  Providence  during  the  present  year  will 
sflbrd  material  relief  to  his  Majesty^s  peo* 
pie,  and  produce  a  considerable  augmen- 
tation in  many  branches  of  the  revenue. 
''  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  I  congratulate  you  on  the  <lecided 
conviction  which  now  happily  prevails 
throughout  so  large  a  portion  of  Europe, 
that  the  war  in  which  the  allied  powers 
are  engaged  against  the  Ruler  of  France  is 
a  war  of  necessity  ;  and  that  his  views  of 
universal  dominion  can  only  be  defeated 
by  combined  and' determined  resistance* 
^  "  The  public  spirit  and  national  en- 
thusiasm which  have  successively  accom- 
plished the  deliverance  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  of  the  Russian 
empire,  now  equally  animate  the  German 
people ;  and  we  may  justly  entertain  the 
fullest  confidence  that  the  same  perse- 
verance on  their  part  will  ultimately  lead 
to  the  same  glorious  result. 

*'  I  cannot  but  deplore  most  deeply  the 
continuance  of  this  extended  warfare,  and 
of  all  those  miseries  which  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  the  Ruler  of  France  has  so  long 
inflicted  upon  Europe. 
'  *'  No  disposition  to  require  from  France 
•acrificei  of  any  description  inconsistent 
with  her  honour  or  just  pretensions  as  a 
nation  will  ever  be  on  my  part,  or  oo  that 
of  bis  Majesty's  allies,  an  obstacle  to 
.peace. 

<*  The  restoration  of  that  great  blessing 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  equality  has 
never  ceased  to  be  my  anxious  wish; 
but  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  can  only 
be  obtained  by  a  continuance  of  those 
eflbrts  which  have  already  delivered  so 
large  a  part  of  Europe  from  the  power  of 
the  enemy. 

**  To  the  firmness  and  perseverance  of 
this  country  these  advantages  may  in  a 
great  degree  be  ascribed.  Let  this  con- 
sideration animate  us  to  new  exertions,  t^id 
vre  shall  thus  I  trust  be  enabled  to  bring 
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this  long  and  arduous  contest  to  a  con- 
clusion which  will  be  consistent  with  th<B 
independence  of  all  the  nations  engaged  in 
it,  and  with  the  general  security  of  Eu- 
rope." 

The  Speaker  and  the  Commons  made 
their  obeisances  and  retired ;  and  the 
Prince  Regent  withdrew  from  the  House  in 
procession,  with  the  same  state  as  on  his 
entrance;  a  discharge  of  artillery  an* 
nouncing  bis  departure. 

The  ladies  and  foreign  ministers  then 
quitted  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  during  pleasure, 
and  resumed  about  five  o'clock ;  when  the 
business  commenced  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor reading  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech, 
which  was  immediately  afterwards  again 
read  by  the  Clerk  at  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Digby  moved  the  Address. 
His  lordship  spoke  for  a  ^hbrt  time  ;  but 
in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  not  a  sen- 
tence could  be  heard  below  the  bar. 

The  Address  having  been  read  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor, 

The  Earl  of  Clare  rose  to  second  it. 
His  lordship  lamented  his  own  insuffi- 
ciency upon  such  an  occasion;  but  ob- 
served, that  the  brilliant  course  of  events, 
upon  which  he  had  now  U>  congratulate 
their  lordships,  was  sufficient  to  inspire 
the  humblest  individual,  and  cheer  tl^e 
most  diffident  and  unassuming.  Which- 
ever way  they  turned  their  eyes,  British 
valour  shone  conspicuous,  and  the  British 
standard  waved  triumphant.  When  they 
saw  that  the  firmness  of  this  country,  in 
continuing  the  conflict  with  France,  bad 
led  the  way  to  that  spirit  of  resisUnce  to  ' 
French  domination  which  had  now  tri- 
umphed over  a]l  the  power  and  resources 
of  the  French  ruler ;  when  they  saw  the 
ports  of  Europe  opened  to  the  commerce 
of  Britain ;  and  when  they  saw  the  Bri- 
tish standard  waving  triumphant  upon  the  . 
territory  of  France;  surely  these  were 
events  that  justly  gave  cause  for  exultation 
at  the  proud  eminence  of  glory  which  the 
British  empire  had  attained.  If.one  dark 
spot  clouded  the  scene  of  glory,  if  the  la- 
mented continuance  of  his  Majesty's  in- 
disposition prevented  him  from  partici- 
pating in  the  joy  and  exultation  of  his  ' 
people,  they  must  reflect  that  perfect 
happiness  was  not  the  4ot  of  man,  and  they 
might  be  assured  that  that  people  would 
norpail  to  recollect  the  benignant  rule  of 
their  monarch  who  for  fifty  years  had 
guided  the  helm  of  state  with  a  steady  and 
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ynerring  hand ;  ever  attentive  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  subjects,  and  ever  anxious  to 
promote  and  increase  their  welfare.  He 
dncerely  congratulated  their  lordships 
open,  the  glorious  events  which  now  so 
justly  formed  the  theme  for  exultation. 
To  this  country  was  Europe  indebted  fur 
maiwtahiingf  with  a  firm  and  steady  hand, 
the  conflict  with  all  the  power  of  France  ; 
until  in  the  peninsula,  under  the  auspices 
of  a  great  and  illustrious  commaoder,  our 
military  renown' had  rivalled  the  splendid 
achievements  of  our  navy,  and  the  laurels 
wreathed  round  our  militarv  standards 
.^had  viejd  with  the  triumph  of  our  fleets. 
There  was  that  spirit  which  animated  the 
Spaniards,  cherished  and  maintained  by 
British  assistance  and  co-operation,  till  it 
communicated  its  inspiring  feelings  to  the 
nation^  of  Europe,  and  finally  whelmed 
in  destruction  the  army  of  the  ruler  of 
France.  By  her  councils,  Britain  bad 
animated  the  Spanish  nation  ;  by  her  arms, 
assisted  them ;  and  posterity  would  re- 
gard with  admiration  the  arduous  struggle 
that  had  been  thus  nobly  maintained. 
That  Spanish  and  Portuguese  troops  had 
fought  in  line  with  the  British  army,  was 
to  them  no  small  praise ;  and  it  was  due 
to  them,  to  record  the  bravery  with  which 
they  had  sustained  their  military  cha- 
racter. The  great,  the  brilliant  events 
that  had  now  occurred,  would  be  recorded 
Hi  much  more  imperishable  annals  than 
In  his  fleeting  and  transient  sentences. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  detain  their  lord- 
ships by  dwelling  upon  them.  He  could 
not,  however,  refrain  from  noticing,  in  a 
rapid  glance,  some  of  those  events  which 
now  presented  so  gratifying  a  picture  of 
the  state  of  Europe.  Whichever  way 
they  turned  their  regards,  they  saw  the 
success  of  the  cause  of  the  independence 
of  Europe  ;  they  saw  the  gratifying  pro* 
gress  of  that  spirit  which  nad  so  admira- 
bly combated  the  power  of  France ;  they 
saw  the  defection  from  the  side  of  the 
French  ruler  of  the  Rhenish  confederation, 
led  by  Bavaria— Bavaria,  who  had  de- 
rived her  power  and  her  importance,  and 
the  solid  acquisition  of  territory,  from 
France  ;  and  yet  they  saw  that  these  ad- 
vantages were  considered  as  nothing,  in 
comparison  with  the  mischiefs  arising  from 
the  domination  of  France.  Such  was  the 
spirit  that  now  animated  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  they  had  seen  the  glorious 
resulu  to  which  it  had  led.  Only  a  few 
years  since,  the  power  of  France  over- 
Aadowed  Europe,  and  her  troops  were 


collected  on  her  coast  to  be  ^ent  forth  for 
the  subjugation  of  Britain;  now,  hec 
armies  every  where  defeated,  the  cause  of 
Europe  triumphed  over  the  power  of 
France  ;  Spain  was  delivered  from  French 
aggression  by  British  prowess,  combined 
with  the  valotur  of  tlie  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese ;  and  the  standards,  which  had 
been  so  often  crowned  with  laurel  in  de^ 
feating  French  aggressions  in  the  penin- 
sula, now  waved  triumphant  bn  the  ter* 
ritery  of  France.  Such  was  the  cheering 
view  of  those  great  and  glorious  events 
tvhich  now  pressed  upon  us  in  the  full 
tide  of  success ;  such  the  opening  of  the 
new  day  that  now  dawned  upon  Europe, 
and  promised  to  chase  away  the  gloom 
that  had  so  lately  darkened  its  prospects. 
He  had  to  apologize  to  their  lordships  for 
having  now,  for  the  first  time,  detained 
them  by  his  observations ;  and  felt  it  ini' 
cuodbent  upon  him  to  give  place  to  others 
more  entitled,  from  greater  experience 
and  ability,  to  press  upon  their  attention. 

The  Marquis  of  Welkdey  said,  he  must 
have  forgotten  every  principle  by  which 
he  had  ever  been  actuated,  if  be  did  not, 
with  the  most  cordial  degree  of  ardour, 
with  the  utmost  degree  of  enthusiasm,  exv 
press  his  approbation  of  the  whole  of  the 
speech  delivered  that  day  from  the  throne, 
from  its  commencement  to  its  conclusion. 
He  could  not  help  also  expressing  his  hish 
opinion  of  the  ability  displaj^d  by  the 
noble  lord  by  whom  the  Address  had  been 
seconded ;  that  noble  lord  was  the  irnme* 
diate  descendant  of  a  mat  person,  be- 
tween whom  and  himself  there  had  never 
subsisted  any  great  degree  of  intimacyi 
but  for  whose  character  and  conduct  he 
had  always  entertained  the  highest  res« 
pect;  and  he  could  not  omit  this  occa- 
sion of  expressing  his  satisfaction,  that  bis 
memory  was  to  be  to  ably  represented 
by  the  noble  lord  in  that  Hou^.  He  was 
anxious  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  important 
events  alluded  to  in  his  Royal  Highnesses 
speech,  by  which  the  destinies  of  Europe 
had  b^n  changed.  He  wished  to  state, 
before  be  sat  down,  why  that  satisfaction, 
whiqh  he  felt  in  common  with  the  country 
,  at  lar^e,  was  with  him  a  principle,  and  not 
a  sentiment.  It  was  not  so  much  because 
these  events  bad  raised  the  ouHtary  repu- 
tation of  this  country  and  of  our  allies,  or 
depressed  that  of  the  military  despot  to 
whom  we  were  opposed,  that  they  had 
the  highest  value  in  bis  eyes  \  but  because 
they  were  the  natural  result  of  wise  an4. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«3 


'  #»  Opemng  the  ftiribn. 


Nov.  4,  1813. 


[Ifr 


ciotio«s  meuares^  executed  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  vigour,  and  display iug 
a  wisdom  of  combioation,  and  prodence 
of  plan  which  could  not  fail,  ultimately, 
to  be  rewarded  with  the  success  by  which 
they  were  attejided.  He  would  not  now 
dwell  oo  the  errors  commitied  in  former 
periods  by  this  country,  or  by  the  allies ; 
but  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  he 
was  convinced  the  glorious  successes  which 
had  lately  crowned  our  arms  in  Spain, 
and  the  arms  of  our  allies  in  the  North  of 
Europe,  were  to  be  traced  to  the  long 
train  of  persevering  co4incils  persisted  in 
by  the  government  of  this  country.  Though 
these  councils  had  not  always  immediately^, 
produced  the  results  which  were  expected 
by  those  who  entertained  them,  they  were 
Dot  the  less  the  cause  of  what  had  ulti- 

/  mately  taken  place.  The  long  perseve- 
rance of  this  country  showed,  in  the  most 
convincing  manner,  the  disposition  which 
pervaded  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  its 

>^mhabitanu.  While  we  were  endeavour* 
ing  to  catch  the  last  breath  of  expiring 
opposition^  and  exerting  ourselves  in  a 
•(niggle  apparently  hopeless,  at  that  mo- 
ment the  public  councils  of  this  country 
were  of  the  utmost  importance  to  Eu- 
ropean liberty;  for  an  opportunity  was 
thus  siven  to  the  rest  of  Europe  to  re- 
consider their  former  errors,  and  to  learn 
that  great  lesson  which  the  example  of 
Britain  afforded  them.  Nothidg  could 
be  more  true  than  the  last  words  which 
that  great  statesman,  Mr.  Pitt,  ever  de- 
livered in  public,  *'  that  England  had 
saved  herself  by  her  firmness,  and  had 
saved  other  nations  by  her  example/' 
What  a  satisfactory  and  consoling  reflec- 
tion it  was  for  us,  that  from  this  original 
fountain  the  sacred  waters  of  gladness  and 
glory  had  flowed,  which  at  last  overspread 
the  greatest  part  of  Europe ;  that  to  the 
persevering  spirit  of  this  country  it  was 
owing,  that  other  nations  were  at  last  ani* 
mated  to  deeds  worthy  of  the  noble  cause 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  ,and  of  the 
great  example  which  was  set  them.  He 
gave  bis  mo^t  cordial  assent  to  the  Ad- 
dreu ;  but  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  while  he  agreed  that  the  government 
of  this  country  should  afford  every  supply 
necessary  for  the  eflfectual  aiding  and  as- 
sisting of  our  allies,  they  ought  to  look 
substantially  to  the  great  o^ect  which 
they  were  asserting  and  defending,  the 
iodepeodenco  of  those  powers  who  were 
engaged  in  the  present  contest,  and  not 
mertakfl  objecta  df  a  move  impolitic  and 


unjustifiable  nature.  (Hear,  hear!)  He 
approved  in  the  most  cordial  manner  of 
the  general  tone  in  which  certain  subjects 
were  expressed  in  the  Speech ;  and  be- 
yond that  general  statement  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  proceed  at  pre* 
sent.  To  enter  into  particulars,  ana  to 
state  details,  would  be  the  height  of  pre* 
sumption,  imprudence,  and  folly  ;  as  it 
was  impossible  they  could  know  at  pre- 
sent  in  what  manner  circumstances  might 
vary.  He  therefore  applauded  the  pru- 
dent and  guarded  manner  in  which  the 
sentiments  delivered  from  the  throne  were 
expressed.  ^l^^othiQg  could  be  mdTe  pru- 
dent in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Let  the  noble  lords  and  their  col-  ^ 
leagues  proceed  in  that  course  which  had 
hitherto  been  attended  with  such  marked 
success,  and  they  would  receive  the  ap- 
probation of  all  those  who  had  sincerely 
at  heart  the  honour  and  glory  of  England  ^ 
and  the  security  of  Europe. 

His  Royal  Hi|rhne8S  the  Duke  of  Sus- 
sex said,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  find 
terms  sufficiently  ardent  to  congratulate 
the  House  and  the  country  on  the  events 
of  which  they  had  so  lately  received  the 
gratifying  intelligence.  To  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  felt  on  this  occasion,  it  was 
no  small  addition  to  reflect  on. the  aid 
which  we  bad  afforded  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tu^l,  the  eflect  of  which  had  been  so 
great  on  all  Europe.  Ik  was  also  inost  sa- 
tisfactory to  see  the  unanimity  and  con- 
cord among  the  great  confederate  sove- 
reigns in  the  north  of  Europe,  displayed 
in  their  counsels  and  their  actions,  which 
afibrded  the  best  proof  of  the  sincerity 
and  moderation  of  their  intentions.  Ho 
could  not  express  the  sentiments  which  he 
felt  toward  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden ;  nor  would 
it  be  proper  to  particularize,  where  all 
had  shone  so  conspicuously ;  but  that 
perseverance  which  had  beien  shown  in 
resisting  the  aggressions  of  France  by  the 
emperor  Alexander,  and  that  promptitude 
and  skill  with  which  the  Crown  Prince 
had  conducted  the  recent  military  opera* 
tionsy  which  were  so  strikingly  mani- 
fested in  his  turning  the  Saxon  artil- 
lery against  the  French,  would  not  allow 
him  to  be  silent.  His  Royal  Highness 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  should  not 
longer  detain  their  lordships,  but  that  he 
should  have  felt  it  improper  not  to  have 
testified  his  sympathy  in  the  general 
joyi 
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Lord  Grenville  addressed  the  House  to 
the  followiDg  effect : —  ' 

,  My  lords :  I  might,  perhaps,  in  com- 
mon with  many  of  your  lordships,  think 
it  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  House  with 
any  expressions  of  my  sentiments,  had  1 
Dot  felt,  from  the  moment  the  glorious  in- 
telligence recently  recei?ed,  was  obtained, 
«  most  earnest  anxiety  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion,  and  to  offer  to  parliament 
my  warm  congratulations  upon  the  suc- 
cesses that  hate  crowned  the  efforts  of  this 
country.  I  was  desirous  to  attend  in  my 
place,  not  certainly  expecting  that  any 
differences  of  opinion  would  arise  upon 
the  various  interesting  topics  of  the  Ad- 
dress; on  the  contrary,  I  anticipated,  what 
I  have  the  satisfactioa  to  find  confirm- 
ed, the  (complete  and  cordial  cpncurrence 
of  this  House  in  that  point,  which  justly 
formed  the  leading  and  capital  feature  of 

^  the  Speech  from  the  throne.  I  am 
happy,  however,  in  availing  myself  of  this 
opportunity  of  stating,  not  merely  my  ac- 
quiescence in  the  general  sentiment,  but 
my  entire  approbation  of  the  tone  and 
lanffuage  of  the  Speech  delivered  this  day 

^bynis  Royal  Highness  to  parliament.  I 
think  it  but  justice  to  say,  that,  in  my  opi- 
nion, there  never  were  delivered  from  the 
throne,  sentiments  better  adapted  for  the 
occasion,  couched  in  terms  better  selected 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  to  me  a  great  gra- 
tification at  all  timqs  to  bear  pny  humble 
testimony  to  the  propriety  of  any  pro* 
ceeding ;  but  it  is  more  particularly  wel- 
come to  me  at  a  time  like  the  present^ 
because,  although  I  come  here  to  dis- 
charge a  common  duty,  I  come  here  at 
no  common  moment ;  the  crisis  is  now 
arrived  when  the  mighty  object,  to  which 
our  wishes  have  been  so  long  and  so  pain- 
fully directed,  is  near  its  accomplishment. 
From  the  moment  when  the  inauspicious 
treaty  of  Basle  was  promulgated  and 
known  (I  speak  of  an  event  that  took 
place  twenty  years  ago,  the  confederacy 
of  the  powers  of  Europe  to  resist  France), 

/-  those  at  the  head  of  the  diplomacy  of  the 
French  empire  have  pursued  with  unde- 
▼iating  perseverance  one  fixed  principle, 
which,  in  my  judgment,  contributed  much 
more  to  her  subsequent  progress,  than 
mny  boasted  or  real  military  pre-eminence, 
however  great  it  may  occasionally  have 
been.  I  speak  of  that  uniform  system  of 
separation  and  disunion  by  which  she 
bpt  too  successfully  laboured  to  sever  and 
alienate  those  powers  which^  had  they 


rightly  understood  their  mutual  interests, 
ought  to  have  been  fastened  together  by 
one  common  bond,  for  the  defence  of  their 
freedom  and  independence,  against  the 
unceasing  and  reiterated  aggressions  of 
France  (hear,  hear  !).  I  need  scarcely  re- 
mind you,  my  lords,  (indeed  the  comme- 
moration might  by  some  be  deemed  a  re- 
proach) in  detail  of  all  the  artifices  of 
French  diplomacy  ;  I  need  not  certainly 
recal  to  your  recollections  the  unhappy 
success  by  which  they  were  usually  at- 
tended. It  is  unnecessary  that  I  should 
shew  how  often,  by  the*  delusive  prospect 
of  some  peculiar  and  separate  advantage  ; 
by  the  vain  hope  of  some  spoliation  of  an 
unoffending  neighbour;  by  the  idle  offer 
of  a  share  in  the  territory  of  some  de- 
fenceless state  ;  by  the  seductive  promise 
of  a  participation  in  the  plunder  of  some 
weaker  power,  France  has  been  able  to 
withdraw  from  the  general  league,  and 
even  to  enlist  in  her  cause,  those  whose 
very  existence  (as  experience  has  unfor* 
tunately  shewn)  depended  upon  a  firm  re- 
sistance to  her  insinuating  encroachments. 
So  painful  must  be  the  retrospection,  that 
I  would  not  now  refer  to  it,  were  it  not  in' 
the  hope  that  a  better  blessing  miay  be' 
drawn  from  the  remembrance.  I  would 
not  turn  my  eyes  upon  th^  dark  and 
dreary  prospects  of  the  past,  did  it  not 
brighten  by  contrast  the  gratifying  views 
of  the  future,  where  we  see  all  those 
powers,  formerly  the  victims  of  French 
chicanery  and  imposition,  who  had  been 
deprived  of  their  safety,  their  security, 
and  their  tranquillity,  having  returned  lo 
a  due  sense  of  their  mutual  interests,  re- 
venging themselves  upon  their  oppressors 
for  the  wrongs  they  had  been  by  artifice 
compelled  to  endure.  Now  then,  my\ 
lords,  we  may  triumphantly  ask,  is  this 
the  peculiar  and  separate  cause  of  Great 
Britain  ? — No.  Is  this  a  contest  merely 
respecting  commercial  prosperity,  and  th^ 
comparatively  inferior  concerns  of  trade  ? 
—No.  We  fight  for  that,  for  which  we 
always  professed  that  we  fought :  we  arm 
for  that  for  which  we  always  boasted  that 
we  armed :  we  have  maintained  the  con- 
teat  for  those  objects  for  which  we  always 
declared  that  we  maintained  it  ;•— viz.  as 
the  only  possible  mode  of  asserting  the  in-' 
dependence  of  other  states,  and,  through 
their  independence,  of  supporting  our ' 
own-— (Hear,  hear  !)  The  period  has  now ' 
arrived,  when  all  Europe,  with  one  voice, 
assents  to  the  trutli  of  our  assertion ;  and  • 
though  it  be  indeed  late,  yet,  with  the ' 
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blessiBg'  of  Heaven^  it  will  not  be  too  late 
for. the  foil  accomplishmept  of  oar  great 
and  benevolent  design.  Will  then«  my 
loi:ds«  this  retrospection  if>  the  wily  and 
too  snccesefal  expedients  of  our  enemy« 
create  painful  sensations  in  yoor  minds  ? 
Sorely  not*  On  the  contrary*  does  it  not 
add  to  the  overflowing  sentiments  of 
exultation  at  the  achieYements  of  our  al- 
lies, when  we  see  Europe  at  length  upited, 
I  hope  indissolubly,  in  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  those  means  which  alone  can 

/  afford  it  security  and  peace  ?  It  has  been 
lo  us  long  manifest*  that  it  was  only  by 
continued  resistance*  by  the  sacrifice  of 
all  partial  views  and  interests*  by  a  deter- 
mination to  pursue  just  measures  and  com- 
mon objects*  that  the  mighty  fabric  of 
French  power  (which  had  been  long  aug- 
mented  by  the    ruins    of  neighbouring 

V  slates)  was  to  be  demolished*  and  reduced 
tp  such  limits  as  were  consistent  with  the 
security  and  tranquillity  of  the  other  king- 
doms of  Europe.  - 

There  might*  my  lords,  rationally  exist 
variations  of  opinion  as  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  this  country  ought  originally 
to  have  held ;  but  I  never  heard  the  whisper 
of  a  difference  of  sentiment— I  believe  a 
doubt  never  entered  the  mind  of  man*  as 
to  the  steps  she  ought  to  take*  now  that 
the  moment  is  arrived  when  the  consum- 
mation of  our  wishes  is  at  hand.  Know- 
ing* therefore*  as  all  must  necessarily  be 
aware*  that  at  this  grand  moment,  when 
the  fate  of  Europe  is  depending*  the  anx- 
ious eyes  of  so  many  nations  are  fixed 
upon  the  first  deliberations  of  the  British 
parKament :  knowing  too*  that  the  ene- 
mies of  this  new  and  victorious  confede- 
ration* if  possible  with  still  more  painful 
expectation*  are  waiting  to  hear  the  opi- 
nions declared  and  the  language  employ- 
ed here  upon  this  day  ;  I  reel  it  to  be  the 
duty*  not  merely  of  those  who  stand  in 
the  prominent  situations  of  government, 
but  of  every  man  accustomed  to  take  part 
in  the  debates  of  this  House*  to  come  for- 
ward and  proclaim*  distinctly  and  unequi- 
vocally* hi:i  sentiments  upon  this  mighty 
subject :  however  humble  his  station,  and 
however  weak  his  sentiments*  still  they 
cannot*  at  this  crisis,  be  a  matter  of  indif- 

^  ference.  As  to  arrangements  of  domestic 
policy*  there  may  be  conflicting  senti- 
qients;  in  a  free  country  there  must  una- 
voidably exist  personal  predilections  and 
political  unions ;  but  upon  this  grand 
question*  all  party  conflicts  must  be  swal- 
lowed up  and  lost :   it  is  the  caose  of  no 
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partv»  of  no  set  of  individuals*  but  of  the  . 
whole  nation*  joined  in  sentiment  and  in 
action*  to  effect  a  great  and  glorious  pur« 
pose.t    (Hear*  hear !)    So   long    as   the   ^ 
great  powers  of  Europe  confederated  in 
this  mighty  caose  (as  has  been  well  ex« 
pressed  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne) 
shall  persevere  with  unshaken  firmness*  to 
the  sacrifice  of  all  partial  views  and  sepa« 
rate  interesu*  in  attempting  the  full  ac- 
complishment of  what  appears  so  near  ita 
completion*  it  equally  concerns  the  wel« 
fare  and  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
strain  every  nerve*  and  to  call  forth  every 
energy.    Upon  this  point  the  royal  Ad* 
dress  is  prudently  guarded*  and  an  ac« 
quiescence  in  it  pledges  no  opinion  ad^ 
verse  to  the  re- establishment  of  peace. 
God  forbid  that*  in  applauding  the  policy- 
pursued*  and  in  recommending  a  vigorous 
perseverance  in  the  system,  I  should  be 
understood  as  uttering  any  sentiment  bos- 
tile  to  the  re-establismnent  of  tranquillity. 
Peace  is  the  dearest  blessing  that  a  go  - 
vernment  can  bestow  on  a  nation  over 
which  it  presides.    Internal  tranquillity 
may  be  considered  as  the  first,  and  exter- 
nal peace  as  the  second  blessing  that  any 
power  under  Heaven  can  confer  upon  a 
people.    This  assertion  is  not  only  cor- 
rect at  all  times*  but  more  particularly 
true  in  the  present  situation  of  Europe ; 
af^er  the    miseries  that  it  has   recently 
endured;  after  the  longseries  of  calamities 
with  which  it  has  been  afflicted  by  the  in- 
satiable ambition  of  the  ruler  of  France*  it 
would  be  more  than  ever  welcome:   in 
the  history  of  this  country*  or  of  Europe, 
where  can  a  period  be  named*  when  tho 
sufferings  of  the  people  more  strenuously 
called  for  a  restoration  of  tranquillity? 
To  Great  Britain,  most  assuredly*  though  n 
bending  under*  yet  cheerfully,  supporting, 
the  unavoidable  burdens  of  war  ;  to  our 
allies,  whom  no  man  will  charge  with  too 
great  precipitation  in  commencing  hostili- 
ties* or  with  too  extensive  ambition  in 
prosecuting  them,  no  man  will  deny  that 
peace  will  be  inexpressibly  grateful,  pro- 
vided it  can  be  secured  upon  terms  be- 
coming the  lofty  and  imposing  attitude 
that  recent  exertions  have  enabled  them^ 
to  assume.     Not  even  in  the  country  of 
France*  do  1  believe*   that  there  exists 
more  than  one  man  who  does  not  anxiously 
and  earnestly  desire  the  cessation  of  the 
horrors  occasioned  by  a  state  of  warfare — 
(hear,  hear).— But  I  trust  it  is  understood, 
that  when  we  desire  tranquillity*  we  ex- 
pect the  real  blessing  of  peac^,  not  the 
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'  kmpij  naiiM^ ;  not  the  tfh'adow«  but  the 
•abstance.  Too  Iqmg  did  deluded  £urope, 
by  temporary  and  partial  truces,  by  con- 
cesdion  following  concession,  purchase 
from  the  insatiable  enemy  a  precarious 
quiet,  a  troubled  sleep  ;  furnishing  to  her 
foe  the  very  means  of  his  aggression,  and 

\pf  her  own  subjugation. 

The    time,  oiy  lords,  is  now  arrived 

Iand  I  rejoice  that  I  have  lived  to  see  the 
lour)  when  the  walls  of  a  British  parlia- 
ment may  affain  re-echo  a  sound  formerly 
,held  sacred  m  this  country,  and  upon  the 
observance  of  which,  I  will  venture  to  as- 
•ert,  depends  the  hope  of  the  restoration 
of  peace  to  Europe :  I  allude  to  the  old- 
Jashioned  term,  now  almost  forgotten,  of  a 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe;  and  I  offer 
up  my  thanks,  with  humble  gratitude,  to 
the  Supreme  Disposer  of  Events,  that  afier 
•0  long  a  period  he  has  permitted  me  to 
behold  my  native  land  in  such  a  command- 
ing situation,  as  to  be  able  again  to  pursue 
that  which  ought  to  be  the  only  legitimate 
object  of  foreign  policy  ;  I  mean  the  esta- 
blishment and  preservation  of  a  balance  of 
power  in  Europe— (hear,  hear,  hear !) 
Often  as  the  subject  has  been  discussed 
and  disputed,  in  kny  opinion,  we  ought  not 
to  consider  the  state  and  resources  of  ano-- 
ther  kingdom  with  any  othet  view  than 
this ;  that  such  limiu  may  be  assigned  to 
the  power  of  a  nation,  that  it  shall  not  be 
able  to  pursue  any  schemes  of  unjust  ag- 
grandisement which  would  destroy  the 
equilibrium  that  ought  invariably  to  be 
preserved.  As  to  the  debasement  of  the 
power  or  the  degradation  of  the  honour  of 
any  nation,  that  ought  not  to  be  our  ob- 
ject ;  such  a  design  would  be  a  degrada- 
tion to  ourselves :  we  ought  only  to  main- 
tain that  for  which  our  ancestors  shed 
their  blood ;  which  at  former  periods, 
and  in  the  best  times  of  English  history, 
was  held  sacred,  was  never  entirely  aban- 
doned, and  only  temporarily  relinquished, 
because  the  then  suppliant  nations  of  the 
continent  refused  to  unite  for  its  mainte- 
nance. Now,  however,  the  day- star  of 
freedom  once  more  dawns  upon  Europe-— 
the  night  of  ignorance  and  slavery  is  fast 
withdrawing,  and  a  glorious  day  of  liberty 
and  happiness  is  promised  to  the  awaken- 
ing world.  Now,  then,  let  Great  Britain 
resume  her  ancient  policy :  let  her  once 
more  perceive,  that  the  only  mode  by 
which  the  independence  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth of  Europe^  can  be  secured,  is 
not  by  perpetual  peace,  for  that  is  the 
visionary  dream  of  visionary  men  i  but  by 
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the  maintenance  of  (he  balance  of  power, 
by  which  even  in  war  itself  the  weak  wilt 
find  refuge  from  their  oppressors. — (Hear, 
hear!)— Such  is.  In  my  opinion,  the  true 
object  for  the  attainment  of  which  this 
country  is  now  called  upon  to  exert  her 
energies ;  such  is  the  object  for  the*  at- 
tainment of  which,  in  my  judgment,  no 
sacrifices  will  be  too  great}  by  that  alone 
can  domestic  security  be  obtained;  by 
that  we  shall  firmly  grasp  the  substance^ 
instead  of  being  idly  deluded  by  the 
shadow,  and  shall  for  ourselves  and  other 
nations  acquire  the  inestimable  blessing  of 
lasting  tranquillity. 

With  respect,  my  lords,  to  the  detail  of 
particular  measures ;  from  entering  upon 
them,  the  Speech  has  with  great  propriety 
abstained  :  upon  them  it  would  be  mere 
unfit  that  I  should  now  dilate ;  but  1  de« 
sire  to  assure  the  House  (as  may  be  coU 
lected  from  the  sentiments  I  have  to-day 
expressed,  if  indeed  it  was  not  to  be  ga- 
thered from  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life)^ 
that  whatever  plans  may  be  suggested, 
having  these  objects  in  view,  I  shall  meet 
them  with  a  most  earnest  wish  to  find  that 
they  are  compatible  with  the  interests  of 
the  country.  I  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
difficulties  that  may  be  opposed,  and  upon 
them  it  would  be  equally  premature  to 
offer  any  opinion;  1  do,  however,  fer* 
vently  hope — nay  I  believe,  that  they 
may  be  surmounted ;  and  when  they  are 
produced,  I  shall  apply  myself  to  them 
with  an  anxious  wish  that  I  may  be  able 
to  give  them  my  eealous  support  I  have 
now  stated  to  the  House  what,  I  think, 
ought  to  be  the  policy  of  England,  and  I 
have  hinted  at  the  mode  by  which  that 
policy  ought  to  be  pursued  :  there  is  but 
one  course ;  and  that  is,  the  exertion  of\ 
every  means  this  country  can  employ— 
of  influence,  of  persuasion,  and  even  of 
power,  if  it  be  found  necessary,  to  cement 
and  unite  the  great  confederacy  now 
existing  (hear,  hear!) — Such  is  the  happy^ 
situation  of  this  island,  that  to  discharge 
the  functions  she  is  called  upon  by  Europe 
to  perform,, no  other  nation  possesses  equal 
advantages  :  in  whatever  disputes  « may 
arise,  the  continental  powers  must,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  be  interested.  This 
country  alone  has  no  concern  in  such  par- 
tial interests ;  Ihe  is  the  fit  arbiter  of  all ; 
'and  by  whatever  particular  arrangements 
the  balance  of  power  is  secured,  her  only 
care  need  be,  that  so  beneficial  an  object 
should  be  ultimately  accomplished.  Ithere- 
fore  canaok  too  fervently  or  strongly  ion 
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press  upon  the  Hoase/that  in  thii  view 
the  balance  of  power  should  Jbe  the  polar 
star  that  is  to  goide  us  in  all  our  rooTe- 
ments.  It  would  naturally  give  me  the 
deepest  concern,  if,  in  these  various  under- 
takings, the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  disunion 
were  unfortunately  to  spring  up;  yet 
still  we  should  have  but  one  steady  even 
course  to  pursue,  not  favouring  either  one 
party  or  the  .other;  our  object  must  be, 
to  combine  all  Europe  by  the  strongest 
link  of  union ;  by  effecting  which,  we  may 
look  for  the  speedy  completion  of  those 
great  designs,  the  mere  hope  of  which,  a 
few  months  ago,  was  considered  as  little 
.better  than  a  dream  of  insanity.  I  have 
Said,  my  lords,  thai  in  the  character  of  um- 
pire which  Great  Britain  would  assume, 
we  oQght  generally  to  be  guided  by  the 
strictest  impartiality  ;  but  if  there  be  any 
exception  to  this  rale,  if  there  be  one  part 
of  the  continent  occupied  by  France,  to 
which  we  might  be  justified  in  looking 
with  peculiar  interest,  with  something  like 
paternal  concern,  it  would  be  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  independence  of  Hol- 
land. Among  all  the  powers  sacrificed  to 
the  inordinate  ambition  of  Buonaparte,  I 
know  of  none— Holland  excepted— that 
can  truly  assert  they  fell  victims  to  their 
alliance  with  Great  Britain.  In  the  hour 
of  danger,  threatened  by  an  overwhelming 
force,  Holland  looked  to  this  country  for 
aid ;  and  could  any  assistance  have  avail- 
ed, this  nation,  I  am  convinced,  would 
have  made  any  sacrifice  to  save  its  falling 
friend.  It  has  been  well  said,  that  this  is 
not  the  fit  period  for  talking  of  specific 
terms  of  peace;  that  this  country  must 
not  pledge  itself  to  do  more  than  it  can 
achieve,  or  to  disappoint  expectation  by 
announcing  what  the  course  of  events  may 
prevent  her  from  accomplishing  ;  but  in- 
tending on  this  day,  my  lords,  to  deliver, 
though  in  brief,  a  summary  of  what  I  con- 
ceive  most  important  to  be  attempted,  I 
^  feel  that  I  should  not  have  fully  discharged 
m^  duty,  or  completely  satisfied  my  own 
mind,  if  I  did  not  express  my  opinion, 
that  of  all  the  consequences  of  success 
which  Great  Britain  may  contemplate,  in 
the  height  of  herexultation,  there  is  none 
to  which  she  ought  to  direct  a  more  anxious 
eye,  and  none  for  which  she  ought  to 
make  greater  sacrifices,  or  which  would 
more  redound  to  her  honour  and  promote 
her  interests,  than  the  re-establithment  of 
the  Republic  of  Holland  on  such  a  basis  as 
to  enable  her  to  resume  the  situation  she 
formerly  held  among  the  powers  of  £urope. 
(VOL.XXVn.) 


My  lords,  we  have  recently^witnessed 
what  has  been  justly  termed  a  success 
even  beyond  those  expectations  which  the 
confederation  of  the  allied  powers  would 
inspire.  If  it  be  the  will  of  Providence, 
that  the  tide  shall  now  turn,  and  thai  it 
shall  pursue  a  direction  opposite  to  that 
which  since  the  year  1793  it  has  regu- 
larly kept ;  if  we  may  now  hope  to  re- 
sume that  influence  on  the  continent 
which  we  formerly  enjoyed,  to  which  the 
struggle  we  long  almost  singly  maintained, 
to  which  the  powerful  assistance  we  have 
afibrdec)  to  the  common  cause,  to  which 
the  uprightness  and  disinterestedness  of 
our  motives  entitles  us,  we  may  with  gra* 
tifyingi  but  not  arrogant  self-complacence, 
discharge  those  duties,  whicb»  while  they 
promote  and  secure  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  our  own  country,  are  not  lest 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  continental  Europe.  I  am 
aware,  that  this  is  a  point  on  which  it 
would  be  highly  injudicious  for  any  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  government  to  ex- 
press an  opinion ;  and  I  therefore  do  not 
desire  that  any  remark  should  be  made  in 
reply  to  this  part  of  the  subject;  but  I 
think  it  is  due  to  that  unhappy  nation  suf- 
fering such  unmerited  oppression  from  its 
attachment  to  England,  that  it  should  see, 
that  at  the  moment  when  we  are  antici- 
pating the  period  when  we  shall  resume 
our  influence  on  the  continent,  her  pecu- 
liar claims  have  not  been  forgotten  ia 
the  British  parliament. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done  *.  it  is 
to  conjure  you  (I  hope  it  is  unnecessary)  ' 
not  to  do  me  the  great  injustice  of  be- 
lieving, that  the  opinions  I  have  just 
uttered  are  the  result  merely  of  the  exul- 
tation and  triumph  so  justly  felt  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  welcome  and  unex-  ' 
pected  intelligence.  Undoubtedly,  such 
events  are  calculated  to  warm  the,  heart  of 
every  individual,  who  feels  not  only  for 
the  natural  rights  of  man,  but  for  the  in- 
dependence of  nations :  undoubtedly  it 
does  inspire  me  with  fresh  hopes  and  in- 
creasing confidence,  that  the  glorious 
harvest  is  at  hand,  when  we  are  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  all  our  toils,  and  of  all  our 
privations.  I  look  forward  with  joy  to 
the  approaching  re-establishment  of  many 
warlike  and  independent  nations,  when 
they  will  throw  off  the  galling  yoke  that 
has  pressed  them  to  the  ground,  but  has 
not  broken  their  spirit.  But,  my  lords,  I 
do  not  wish  you  (nor  have  I  myself  so 
acted)  to  form  opinions  merely  by  rect:nt 
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events :  those  wbo,  like  me,  have  watched 
the  whole  course  of  these  proceedings; 
those  who  have  heard  my  opinions  in  their 
parallel  to  those  proceedings;  those  with 
whom  I  have  held  conversation  since  the 
commencement  of  the  confederation ; 
those  with  whom»  for  the  last  fortnight,  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  confidential 
communication  upon  \he  subject  of  the 
line  of  conduct  I  should  this  day  pursue, 
know  that  my  deliberate  opinion,  that  the 
existence  of  such  a  confederacy^  acting 
on  no  partial  and  contracted  views,  but 
pursuing  one  general  object,  of  itself  irre- 
sistibly called  upon  Great  Britain  to  em- 
ploy all  her  energies,  and  to  devote  all 
faer  exertions  to  the  success  of  a  common 
and  a  glorious  cause^ilear,  hear,  hear !) 
—Such  was  the  sentiment  I  was  prepared 
to  express  before  the  glad  tidings  last  de- 
ceived were  obtained ;  and  I  was  prepared 
to  add  an  exhortation,  that,  as  the  chances 
of  war  must  necessarily  be  precarious, 
yoi^  would  prepare  yourselves  to  meet 
with  firnaness  those  disasters  which  human 
foresight  could  not  predict,  and  which 
human  wisdom  could  not  prevent  £ven 
under  circumstances  that»  with  some, 
might  seem  almost  to  justify  the  confi- 
dence of  certainty,  I  now  oner  that  ex- 
hortation. If,  in  the  coarse  of  human 
events  (although  I  see  little  cause  to  fear), 
any  unforeseen  calamity  should  udfortu- 
nately  occur,  remember  the  grlorious  cause 
in  which  you  are  engaged  :  it  may  for  an^ 
instant  damp  your  hopes ;  but  let  it  not 
damp  your  ardour,  or  shake  your  resolu- 
tioD.  {Hear,  hear,  hear!)  Be  assured, 
my  lords,  of  this  (I  hope  yon  are  already 
assured  of  it],  that  there  is  for  this  country 
no  separate  safety,  do  separate  peace. 
There  Is  neither  safety  nor  peace  for  Eng* 
land,  but  with  the  safety  and  peace  of 
Europe.  (Hear,  hear  !)  As  for  continental 
Europe,  it  is  equally  true,  that  an  indisso- 
luble union,  a  firm  confederation,  in  con- 
junction with  this  country,  can  only  se- 
cure for  all  liberty,  tranquillity,  and  hap- 
piness; can  only  obtain  peace,  now  al- 
\  most  beyond  the  memory  of  living  man. 
The  plain  duty  of  this  country,  placing 
its  trust  in  Providence,  is,  to  improve,  by 
every  possible  e?(ertion,  the  bright  pros- 
pect that  lies  before  us :  with  the  energies 
of  Great  Britain,  duly  applied,  ultimate 
success  may  be  confidently  anticipated ; 
we  may  now  look  forward  to  the  speedy 
accomplishment  of  that  great  purpose,  for 
the  attainment  of  which  we  have  already 
sacrificed,    performed;   and   endured   so 
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much  ;  and  for  which  we  are  still  ready 
to^crifice,  perform  and  endure. 
""  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  if  any- 
thing could  add  to  the  gratifying  feelings 
which  recent  events  were  so  calculated  to 
produce,  it  would  be,  what  had  just  passed 
m  that  House.    The  events  which   had 
taken  place  in  Spain  and  Germany  were 
most  important  in  themselves,  and  in  the 
consequences  to  which  they  would  neces- 
sarily lead ;  but  they  were^  not  more  im« 
portant,  than  that  England  and  the  con- 
federate powers,  and  all  Europe,  should 
see,  that  as  to  the  great  cause  a  spirit  of 
unanimity  prevailed  in  the  British  parlia- 
.ment.    He  had  received  the  highest  gra- 
tification from  the  speech  of  the  noble 
baron  (lord  Grenvttle)  who  had  just  sat 
down.     He  had  received  also  the  highest 
personal  gratification  from  the  speech  of 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Clare)  early  in  the 
evening,  than  whom,  he  would  boldly  say, 
no  one  had  ever  exhibited  greater  promise 
of  talents  as  a  ^rat  efibrt,  and  who,  from 
his  eloquence  and  his  sound  principles, 
was  so  likely  to  become  one  of  the  first 
ornaments  of  that  House.^    On  such  an 
occasion  there  were  some  topici  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  House  was  necessarily 
directed.     In  this  he   agreed   with   the 
noble  baron  (lord  Grenville^,  that  we  Lad 
reached   a  period  when  the  balance  of 
power  might,  without  fear  of  ridicule,  be 
talked  of  as  the  foundation  on  which  might 
be  erected  a  just  and  lasting  peace.     We 
had  seen,  during  the  last  20  year«,  coali- 
tions, whose  size  pi^omised  strength,  crush- 
ed by  the  power  of  the  enemy.    What, 
then,  we  might  inquire,  was  this  new  life 
which  has  given  an  irresistible  impulse  to 
the  present  confederacy  of  the  northern 
nations  ?  The  feeling  of  national  indepen- 
dence, that  sentiment  which  impels  all 
men  to  stand  before  the  liberties  of  their 
countries.     This  feeling,  which  first  arose 
in  the  nations  of  the  peninsula,  gave  the 
war  a  new  character,  and  afforded  grounds 
to  hope  not  only  for  the  deliverance  of 
those  nations,  but  of  the  rest  of  Europe. 
There  had  before  been  wars  of  govern- 
ments, but  none  like  this  between  nations; 
and  all  our  principles  of  policy  and  pru- 
dence must  have  been  belied,  if  the  issue 
of  the  present  confederacy  bad  not  been 
very  different  from  that  of  any  of  the 
fonder  ones.    They  had  before  them  in* 
stances  of  perseverance  unexampled   in 
any  other  cause  than  that  of  liberty  ;^- 
they  had  seen  nations,  the  least  military 
of  Europe,  become  formidable*  and  suc« 
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ceMifully  resist  the  best  disciplined  troops 
of  France.  Small  as  that  country  was 
in  comparison  of  some  other  nations 
of  £orope^  yet  the  establishment  of  the 
armies  of  Portugal  was  of  the  greatest 
consequence;  as  the  foundation  of  the 
success  of  the  allied  asmies  in  the  penin- 
sula; and  as  it  gave,  in  addition  to  the 
general  national  feeling*  a  military  tone, 
nnder  the  influence  of  which  the  Portu- 
guese troops  have  been  raised  to  an  equality 
with  the  British,  They  had  seen  the 
Spanish  armies  employed,  not  only  on  the 
defensiye,  but  in  offensive  operations,  in  a 
most  critical  moment,  in  which  they  had 
displayed  the  greatest  steadiness.  These 
iMippy  efifects  had  sprung  from  that  feeling 
of  national  independence,  which  had  been 
nurtured  by  the  best  blood  of  this  countiy. 
Be  was  advancing  no  paradox,  but  an  opi- 
nioD  the  truth  of  which  was  felt  and  ad- 
mitted on  the  continent,  when  he  said  that 
the  success  of  the  cause  of  the  peninsula 
gave  new  life  to  the  suffering  nations  of 
Europe.  Under  the  influence  of  this  ez- 
amplo,  the  greatest  efforu  of  France  had 
been  frustrated;  an  army,  large  beyond 
example,  annihilated,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  Russian  empire  Tindicated. 
There  were  reasons  why  the  feeling  of  in- 
dependence could  not  extend  to  Germany 
flo  readily  as  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe; 
not  from  any  want  of  military  spirit,  but 
from  peculiarities  in  the  constitutions  of 
its  different  states;  and  if  it  had  been 
asked,  to  what  state  of  Europe  thi^  spirit 
would  have  last  manifested  itself,  he  should 
have  answered,  the  Prussian  monarchy. 
But  far  otherwise  had  the  event  proved ; 
for  never  did  any  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
independence  surpass  those  of  the  Prussian 
people  in  the  present  struggle.  He  did 
not  speak  of  the  talents  of  their  generals, 
or  the  zeal  of  their  monarch,  but  of  the 
sentiments  whi^h  pervaded  every  indivi- 
/dual  in  that  country.  It  was  to  be  inquired, 
what  advantages  were  to  be  reaped  from 
our  successes,  and  what  means  were  taken 
to  give  them  efiect.  The  continental 
powers  were  all  made  acquainted  with  the 
views  of  Great  Britain ;  and  there  was  not 
one  of  them  that  did  not  acknowledge 
them  to  be  reasonable,  *  moderate,  and 
just ;  and  oh  the  ground  of  these  acknow- 
ledged views  were  the  efforts  towards  a 
general  pt*ace  to  be  regulated.  Where 
there  were  powers  of  such  different  inte- 
rests engaged  in  a  coalition,  \  their  confe- 
deracy was  liable  to  accidents  which 
irouki  place  them  in  dii^advantageous  cir- 


cumstances, and  these  chances  augmented 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  con- 
federacy; on  this  account  a  knowledge  of 
common  principles  was  most  necessary./ 
If  for  a  moment  they  reviewed  the  events 
of  the  present  campaign,  the  manner  in 
which  the  operations  were  conducted, 
and  especially  that  desperate  movement^ 
the  passage  of  the  Saale,  and  the  manoeuvres 
which  ensued,  we  should  be  fifled  with 
sentiments  of  admiration.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  glorious  successes,  a  successful 
termination  of  the  war  was  only  to  be 
looked  for  frpm  a  vigorous  continuance  of 
the  efforts  which  had  been  made.  This 
was  the  great  crisis,  not  only  of  Great 
Britain,  but  of  Europe.—*'  God  forbid,"  ^ 
said. the  npble  earl,  '*  that  in  these  efforts 
we  should  depart  from  political  justice  and 
moderation.^'  These  principles,  h^  conti- 
nued, should  never  be  lost  sight  of;  but  it 
became  us  to  be  more  moderate,  9^  we 
were  more  vigorotis.  He  agreed  in  this 
with  the  noble  baron  (lord  Grenvillej,  who 
thought  that  some  fixed  and  certain  terms 
of  peace  should  be  abided  by — tenps  con- 
sistent with  justice  to  all  parties— with  jus- 
tice not  only  to  our  friepds,  but  \o  our 
enemies.  (Hear!)  We  should  not  ask/ 
from  our  enemies  such  terms,  as  in  their 
situation  we  should  not  think  reasonable  to 
concede.  (Hear,  hear  1)  There  was  no 
principle  on  which  to  prosecute  the  war, 
but  a  desire  to  obtain  a  peace,  by  which  a 
fair  addition  of  strength  should  be  made 
to  those  powers  which  had  suffered  in  the 
contest. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried 
unanimously. 

The  Earl  of  Liiverpool  rose  to  propose, 
that  lord  Walsingham  be  r^ -appointed 
Chairman  of  Committees ;  it  was  needless 
to  say,  that  no  one  could  be  better  quali- 
fied than  the  noble  earl  to  fill  thajt  office. 

The  Lord  CfuMcellar  bore  testimony  to 
the  qualifications  of  lord  Walsingham  for 
the  office  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  re* 
appoint  himt 

Lord  Walsingham  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed Chairman,  and  said  a  few  words 
which  we  could  not  hear  at  the  bar. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Tkursday,  November  4. 
The  PaiNCE  Hecbnt's  Speech  oif  open- 
ing THE  Session.]     Mr.  Speaker  reported. 
That  the  House  had^  this  day,  attended 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Kegent,  in 
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the  House  of  Peers,  where  his  Royal  High-* 
ness  was  pleased  to  make  a  roost  gracioos 
Speech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament^  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  his  Majesty ;  of  which  Mr.  Speaker 
said,  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained 
a  copy.  [See  p.  1.]  After  the  Speaker 
had  read  the  Speech, 

,  Earl  Campum  rose.  He  obserred,  that 
in  now  addressing  the  House,  he  had  not 
the  same  apology  to  plead  which  gentle- 
men.commonly  had  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to 
move  addressed  in  answer  to  speeches  from 
the  throne,  having  on  former  occasions 
4aken  the  liberty  of  trespassing  on  the 
time  of  the  House.  The  task,  however, 
which  he  had  to  perform  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  felt  was  infinitely  lighter  and 
easier  than  such  tasks  in  general  were — 
much  easier  and  lighter,  he  believed,  than 
from  the  posture  of  our  affairs,  both  abroad 
and  at  home,  it  had  been  for  a  great  many 
years  past.  Every  part  of  the  task  which 
he  had  to  discharge,  was  of  an  agreeable 
kind,  except  that  single  allusion  with 
which  the  speech  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Kegent  set  out — namely,  the 
unfortunate  continuance  of  the  distressing 
malady  with  which  his  Majesty  was  af- 
flicted—a calamity  which  not  only  every 
gentleman  in  that  House,  but  every  person 
throughout  the  kingdom,  must  concur  with 
his  Royal  Highness  in  deploring.  In 
every  other  circumstance  to  which  he 
should  have  to  allude,  he  felt,  and  he  was 
■atisfied  every  one  in  that  House  would 
concur  with  him  in  feeling,  there  was  room 
only  for  congratulation ;  and  that  the 
8|Ub)ect8  to  which,  by  the  Speech,  our  at- 
tention was  called,  were  calculated  solely 
to  inspire  gratitude  for  the  present,  and 
hope  and  assurance  for  the  future.  This, 
he  was  certain  he  might  say  with  respect 
to  every  step  that  the  allies  m  Saxony  had 
taken,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  first 
attack  upon  Dresden.  As  the  House  was 
already  fu41y  acquainted  with  all  the  glo- 
rious details  which  had  been  lately  re- 
ceived from  the  allied  armies  on  the  con* 
tinent,  he  should  not  attempt  entering  into 
a  recapitulation  of  them ;  but  should  con- 
tent himself  with  saying,  what  he  was 
convinced  the  fact  would  bear  him  out  in 
asserting,  that,  previous  to  the  last  great 
battle,  Buonaparte  must  have  lost  not  fewer 
than  100,000  men.  Last  year,  France, 
Austria,  Bavaria,  and  Prussia,  were  all 
united  in  one  common  cause;  now,  the 
three  powers  last  mentioned  were  united 
with  Russia  against  France,  and  in  support 
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of  the  cause  in  which  this  country  was 
engaged.  Of  what  description,  too,  was 
the  force  which  the  ruler  of  France  had 
at  his  disposal  ?— Was  it  composed  of  re- 
terans,  as  his  former  armies  had  been  ? 
No';  on  the  contrary,  it  was  made  np  of 
'  men  dragged  from  their  families,  and  car- 
ried bound  in  chains  to  fight  his  battles. 
When  the  modern  Attila  recollected  of 
what  description  of  troops  his  armies  had 
been  composed,  and  what  was  their  de« 
scription  now,  he  might  well,  on  comparing 
the  past  with  the  present,  and  anticipating 
the  future,  exclaim— 

^  Non  tali  auxilio,  nee  defensoribus  istis 

Tempus  eget.** — 

The  result  of  the  last  battle  was  such  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  such  a 
state  of  things ;  it  was  a  battle  which  he 
might  well  say  %^as  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  modern  Europe ;  it  was  a  battle, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  rescue 
Europe  and  the  world  from  slavery  and 
oppression ;  it  was  a  battle,  the  plan  of 
which  had  been  laid  by  that  great  man 
who  had  come  from  another  quarter  of  the 
world  to  resist  the  oppressor,  snd  aid  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed  ;  and  who,  though 
he  did  not  live  to  see  the  efiect  of  the  ope- 
rations, had  by  his  counsels  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  of  them. — He  could 
not,  however,  leave  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject without  paying  the  tribute  of  bis  ap- 
probation and  applause  to  the  magnani- 
mous spirit  of  the  Russian  emperor,  who 
had  been  the  main  spring  from  which  the 
successful  opposition  to  the  ruler  of  France 
originated  ;  and  also  to  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden, — whose  skill  and  bravery  to 
justly  called  for  our  thanks  and  admiration, 
as  they  had  already  drawn  down  upon 
him  aspersion  and  invective  from  the '  go- 
vernment of  France.— Of  Moreau,  it 
might  be  truly  said,  that  he  had  lived  for 
the  liberties  of  France,  and  died  for  the 
liberties  of  Europe.  When  we  turned 
from  Germany  to  Spain,  there  we  had 
equal  matter  of  congratulation,  in  the  cap- 
ture of  St.  Sebastian's,  in  the  expulsion  of 
the  main  army  of  France  out  of  Spain,  and 
in  the  rearing  of  the  standard  of  England 
on  the  frontiers  of  France*  It  was  an  un- 
deniable fact,  that  the  invasion  of  France 
would  not  only  prove  a  very  material  di*- 
version  in  favour  of  the  allies,  but  would 
have  the  effect  of  depressing  the  spirits 
of  the  I^Vench  people,  by  convincing  them, 
that  all  the  hardships  to  which  they  had 
submitted,  in  hav'mg  conscription  after 
conscription  imposed  upon  them,  were  net 
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•ufficientto  protect  the  soil  of  France  it- 
self from  being  polluted  by  the  foot  of  an 
inyading  enemy.  The  present  state  of 
Barope  was  to  be  looked  at  with  still 
greater  satisfaction,  from  observing  that 
^tbe  present  was  not  a  paltry  coalftion 
amooff  a  nomber  of  difierent  powers,  ac- 
tuated by  YarioQs  feelings,  and  impelled 
fay  distinct  and  contending  interests ;  but 
a  anion  of  all  the  sovereigns  of  the  conti- 
nent, backed  by  the  unanimous  wishes  uf 
their  people,  linking  them  together  in  one 
common  bond  of  union.  When  we  turned 
our  eyes  to  America,  We  naturally  felt  re- 
gret on  thinking  that  we  were  at  war  with 
that  country.  Our  regret,  however,  must 
be  equalled  by  our  astonishment— when 
we  considered  that  America,  the  only 
great  republic  in  the  world,  was  allied  with 
France,  our  common  enemy,  against  the 
liberties  of  mankind.  She  had  not,  indeed, 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  France  signed 
and  sealed ;  but  still  she  nevertheless  di- 
rected her  efforts  as  far  as  in  her  lay  to 
do  good  to  our  enemy,  and  to  do  all  the 
injury  she  could  to  us.  It  was  to  be 
hoped,  that  America  would  yet  see  the 
folly"  of  her  conduct ;  that  she  would  be 
aroused  from  her  dream  by  the  thunder  of 
the  Shannon ;  that  the  reception  her  armies 
bad  met  with  In  Canada  would  tend  still 
more  ta  effect  this  desirable  object ;  and 
that  the  certainty  of  the  successes  and 
triumphs  of  the  allies,  and  of  the  defeats 
and  discomfitures  of  the  French  armies, 
would  speedily  lead  her  to  see  the  folly 
of  her  conduct.  While  we  saw  such 
ample  subject  of  gratulation  in  the  suc- 
cesses of  our  own  arms,  and  in  the  equally 
glorious  and  important  achievements  of 
our  allies  on  the  continent,  we  had  still  an 
additional  cause  for  gratitude  in  the  abun- 
dant harvest  with  which  Providence  had 
blessed  us.  Industry  had  now  once  more 
returned ;  our  manufacturers  were  at  work, 
and  we  should  not  again,  it  was  to  be 
hoped,  hear  of  distresses  among  our  arti- 
sans and  labouring  poor,  arising  from  want 
of 'employment.  One  thing  he  could  not 
help  regretting ;  that  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman now  no  more,  and  whose  loss  had 
been  so  deeply  lamented  in  that  House, 
and  in  the  country  (Mr.  Perceval),  had 
not  lived  to  see  this  day — that  he  had  not 
lired  to  see  that  Israel  he  so  much  loved 
thus  on  the  point  6f  being  established ; 
that  he  had  not  lived  to  see  our  arms 
crowned  with  the  laurels  which  now  en- 
circled them,  and  which  be  trusted  would 
end  in  a  peace  honourable  and  lasting. 
His  lordship  then  concluded  by  mot ingi 
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**  That  an  humble  Address .  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Pnnce 
Regent,  to  assure  his  Royal  Hishness,  that 
we  fully  participate  in  the  deep  regret 
which  his  Royal  Highness  has  expressed 
at  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  la* 
mented  indisposition : 

^*  To  congratulate  his  Royal  Highness 
on  the  great  and  splendid  success  with 
which  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  bless  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  those  of 
his  allies,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
campaign,  which  has  been  productive  of 
the  most  important  consequences  to  Eu- 
rope : 

*^  That  we  rejoice  to  fiqd  that  in  Spain 
the  glorious  and  decisive  victory  obtained 
near  Yittoria  has  been  followed  by  the 
advance  of  the  allied  forces  to  the  Pyre- 
nees, by  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  in  every 
attempt  to  regain  the  ground  which  he 
had  been  compelled  to  abandon,  by  the 
reduction  of  the  fortress  of  St.  Sebastian, 
and  finally  by  the  establishment  of  the 
allied  army  on  the  frontier  of  France  : 

**  That,  in  this  series  of  brilliant  opera* 
tions,  we  have  not  failed  to  observe,  with 
the  highest  satisfaction,  the  consummate 
skill  and  ability  of  the  great  commander 
field  marshal  the  marquess  of  Wellington ; 
and  the  steadiness  and  unconquerable 
spirit  which  have  been  equally  displayed 
by  the  troops  of  the  three  nations  united 
under  his  command : 

'^  That  we -rejoice  to  learn  that  the  ter- 
mination of  the  armistice  in  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  the  declaration  of  war  by  the 
emperor  of  Austria  against  France,  have 
been  most  happily  accompanied  by  a  sys- 
tem of.  cordial  union  and  concert  amongst 
the  allied  powers,  and  that  the  effects  of 
this  union  have  even  surpassed  those  ex* 
pectations  which  it  was  calculated  to  ex- 
cite : 

**  That,  by  the  signal  victoriea  obtained 
over  the  French  in  Silesia,  at  Culm,  and 
at  Denevitz,  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  Austrian 
and  Prussian  territories  were  completely 
frustrated : 

**  That  these  successes  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  course  of  operations,  conceived 
with  so  much  judgment,  and  executed 
with  such  consummate  prudence,  vigour, 
and  ability,  as  to  have  led,  in  their  result, 
not  only  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  those 
projects  which  the  Koler  of  France  had  so 
presumptuously  announced  on  the  renewal 
of  the  contest,  but  to  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
under  his  immediate  command  : 
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«'  TUt;  whilit  we  are  convinced  the 
•nnalt  of  Europe  afford  no  example  of 
yictories  more  splendid  and  decisive  than 
thote  which  have  been  recently  achieved 
in  Saxony,  whilst  the  perseverance  and 
gallantry  displayed  by  the  allied  forces 
of  every  description  engaged  in  this  con- 
flict have  exalted  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
glory  their  military  character,  we  grate- 
filly  render  the  full  tribute  of  our  ap- 
plause to  those  sovereigns  and  princes 
who,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  national  inde- 
pendence* have  so  eminently  distinguished 
themselves  as  the  leaders  of  the  armies  of 
their  respective  nations : 

**  To  return  his  Royal  Highness  our 
humble  thanks  for  his  gracious  intention 
of  directing  copies  of  the  several  conven- 
tions which  bis  Royal  Highness  has  con- 
cluded with  the  northern  powers  to  be 
laid  before  us  as  soon  as  the  ratifications  of 
them  shall  have  been  duly  exchanged; 
and  to  asHure  his  Royal  Highness  that  he 
may  rely  on  our  disposition  to  afibrd  his 
Royal  Highness  the  necessary  assistance 
hi  support  of  a/ system  of  alliance  which, 
originating  chiefly  in  the  magnanimous 
and  disinterested  views  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  and  followed  up  as  it  has  been 
with  corresponding  energy  by  the  other 
allied  powers,  has  produced  a  change  the 
most  auspicious  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  con- 
tinent : 

**  That  we  learn,  with  the  utmost  satis- 
faction, that  his  Royal  Highness  has' con- 
cluded a  treaty  of  alliance  and  concert 
with  the  emperor  of  Austria ;  that  the 
powerful  league  already  formed  has  receiv- 
ed an  important  addition  of  force  by  the 
declaration  of  Bavaria  against  France; 
and  that  the  ancient  connection  with  the 
Austrian  government  has  been  so  happily 
renewed  ;  and  to  assure  hia  Royal  High- 
ness, that,  while  we  duly  appreciate  all 
the  value  of  the  accession  of  that  great 
power  to  the  common  cause,  we  shall  pro- 
ceed without  delay  to  consider  of  the 
means  of  enabling  his  Royal  Highness  to 
support  his  imperial  majesty  in  the  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  contest : 

"  That  we  cannot  but  lament  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  between  this  country 
and  the  Unite<l  States  of  America,  but  that 
we  folly  share  the  satisfaction  expressed 
by  his  Royal  Highness,  that  the  mea 
sures  adopted  for  the  conquest  of  Canada 
have  been  frustrated  by  the  valour  of  his 
Majesty's  troops,  and  by  the  zeal  and 
loyalty  of  his  American  subjects  : 

••  That  it  must  be  matter  of  de^  regret 
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to  find  that,  whilst  Great  Britain,  in  con- 
junction with  her  allies,  is  exerting  her 
utmost  strength  against  the  common  ene- 
my of  independent  nations,  we  have  to 
contend  against  a  country  whose  real  in- 
terests in  the  issue  of  this  great  contest 
must  be  the  same  as  our  own :    ' 

"  That  we  are  concerned  to  learn  that 
his  Royal  Highness  has  not  hitherto  seen 
any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  which  he  could  avail  himself, 
consistently  with  a  due'  attention  to  the 
interests  of  hia  Majesty's  subjects,  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war,  in  which  undoubtedly 
this  country  was  not  the  aggressor : 

"  That  we  receive  with  great  satisfac- 
tion his  Royal  Highness's  gracious  assur* 
ance  that  he  is  at  all  times  ready  to  enter 
into  discussion  with  that  government  for 
a  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  countries,  upon 
principles  of  perfect  reciprocity  not  in- 
consistent with  the  established  maxims  of 
public  law  and  with  the  maritime  rights 
of  the  British,  empire : 

"  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to  his 
Royal  Highness  for  having  directed  the 
estimates  for  the  service  of  the  ensaing 
year  to  be  laid  before  us  : 

''To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that, 
while  we  regret  the  necessity  of  a  large 
expenditure,  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  great  military  exertions,  and 
shall  readily  furnish  such  supplies  as  the 
public  service,  in  this  momentous  crisis, 
may  require : 

'<  That  we  must,  at  the  present  moment, 
receive  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  as- 
surance of  the  flourishing  state  of  our 
commerce:  and  we  are  grateful  to  the 
bounty  of  Divine  Providence  for  the 
abundant  harvest  of  the  present  year, 
which  must  aflbrd  material  relief  to  his 
Majesty's  people,  and  produce  a  consi- 
derable augmentation  in  many  branches 
of  the  revenue : 

"  That  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  a  de- 
cided conviction  now  happily  prevails 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  Europe,  that 
the  war  in  which  the  allied  poweu  are 
engaged  against  the  Ruler  of  France*  is  a 
war  of  necessity,  and  that  bis  views  of 
universal  dominion  can  only  be  defeated 
by  combined  and  determined  resistance, 
and  that  the  public  spirit  and  national  en- 
thusiasm which  have  successively  accom- 
plished the  deliverance  of  the  kingdoms  of 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  6^  the  Russian 
empire,  now  equally  animate  the  German 
people ;  and  we  entertain  the  fullest  con- 
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fidence,  that  the  same  perseverance  on 
their  part  will  uhimately  lead  to  the  same 
glorious  result : 

*'  That,  while  we  most  deeply  deplore  the 
continoatice  of  this  extended  warfare,  and 
of  all  those  miseries  which  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  the  Ruler  of  France  has  so 
,  long  inflicted  upon  £urope>  we  receive 
witb  peculiar  satisfaction  the  proof  of  the 
wisdom  and  moderation  ^hich  animate 
the  councils  of  his  Royal  Highness  and 
the  allies,  aflbrded  by  the  declaration  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  that  no  disposition  to 
require  from  France  sacrifices  of  any  de- 
scription inconsistent  with  her  honour  or 
just  pretensions  as  a  nation,  will  ever  be 
an  obstacle  to  peace,  and  that  the  restora- 
tion of  that  great  blessing,  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  equality,  has  never  ceased 
to  be  the  anxious  wish  of  his  Royal  Hish- 
^ness  ;  but  that  we  are  fully  sensible  that 
it  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  continuance 
of  those  effbru  which  have  already  deli- 
vered so  large  a  part  of  Europe  from  the 
power  of  the  enemy  : 

«*To  beseech  his  Rojral  Highness  to 
believe,  that,  whilst  we  look  back  with 
satisfaction  and  pride  on  the  firmness  and 
perseverance  of  this  country,  to  which 
these  advantages  may  iri  a  great  degree 
be  ascribed,  we  are  fully  prepared  for 
such  new  exertions  as  the  nature  of  the 
contest  may  demand,  by  the  happy  effect 
of  which  we  entertain  the  confident  hope 
that  his  Royal  Highness  will  be  enabled 
to  bring  this  long  and  arduous  struggle  to 
a  conclusion  which  will  be  consistent  with 
the  independence  of  all  the  nations  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  with  the  general  security 
ofEurope.*' 

Mr.  C.  Qrtmt,  jon.  ^conded  the  motion 
in  the  following  terms  :— 

Mr.  Speaker-^In  rising  to  second  the 
Address  of  the  noble  lord,  I  perceive  with 
satisfieiction  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  use  arguments  in  its  support.  I  flatter 
myself  that  as  to  its  principal  topic6  there 
will  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  In  the 
situation,  therefore,  in  which  I  am  placed, 
I  feel  myself  called  upon,  not  to  persuade 
a  unanimity  which,  I  trust,  already  exists ; 
but  rather  to  give  expression  to  the  ge- 
neral sentiment,  and  to  participate  in  the 
general  feelings  of  the  House  and  of  the 
country.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  offer  my 
congratulations  upon  the  prosperous  si- 
tuation of  this  country,  upon  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  our  provinces,  upon  the 
restoration  of  commerce,  and  upon  the 
abundant  hacveit  with  which  it  has  pleased 


Providence  ^to  bless  these  realms.  I  offer 
my  congratulations,  also,  upon  the  situa- 
tion of  our  foreign  affairs.  I  need  not 
say  that  I  cordially  concur  with  the  noble 
lord  in  every  word  of  that  eulogy  which 
he  has  so  ably  and  eloc^uently  bestowed 
upon  our  allies  in  the  peninsula ;  upon  the 
valour  and  unanimity  which  has  secared 
to  their  exertions  such  a  glorious  issue.  I 
need  not  say  that  I  cordially  concur  in 
every  word  which  he  has  uttered  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  British  troops^ 
and  to  that  distinguished  commander,  lord 
Wellington.  Yet,  Sir,  amongst  all  the 
great  qualities  with  which  lord  Wellington 
is  so  richly  endowed,  and  which  have  ele* 
vated  him  to  the  sphere  in  which  he 
moves,  there  is  none  that  lias  impressed 
my  mind  more  deeply  than  that  uudaunt- 
ed  and  intrepid  spirit,  the  sure  proof  of  a 
genius  conscious  of  its  resources,  which 
enabled  him  to  defy  the  public  opinion  aa 
to  the  invincibility  of  France.  He  did  not 
sink  under  the  weight  of  the  enormous 
fieime  which  surrounded  those  great  com- 
manders whom  he  was  called  to  combat, 
and  whom  he  has  successively  vanquished. 
Admirable,  therefore,  as  I  think  his  con-- 
duct  in  every  part  of  Spain,  in  his  sieges, 
at  Salamanca,  at  Vittoria,  <m  the  Pyrenees, 
I  do  not  know  if  he  is  not  to  me  still  more 
truly  great,  still  more  worthy  of  admira- 
tion, at  that  moment,  when,  relying  only 
on  hie  single  genius,  in  a  remote  corner  of 
Portugal,  he  threw  up  those  lines,  within 
which  he  secured  the  hope  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  civilized  world.  But  if  these 
occurrences  demand  our  attention,  there 
are  occurrences  in  other  parts  of  Europe 
which  no  less  imperiously  demand  it. 
When  I  mention  GeriQany,  I  know  well 
what  sensations,  at  this  peculiar  mo- 
ment, I  excite  in  the  breast  of  every  mao 
who  hears  me ;  I  know  what  sympathies 
are  awaked,  what  hope,  what  enthusiasm. 
I  am  deeply  sensible  that  no  language  of 
mine  can  possibly  do  justice  to  those 
feelings,  or  represent,  in  colours  suffici-* 
ently  glofiing,  the  greatness  of  those  vic- 
tories and  their  invaluable  consequences. 
I  can  only  refer  to  the  recital  of  those 
facts  which  are  impressed  on  our  memo- 
ries; I  can  only  advert  to  the  names  of 
Saxony  and  Leipsic,  names  now  and  for 
ever  associated  with  all  that  is  profound 
in  counsel,  or  lofty  in  heroism,  or  splendid 
in  success.  I  can  only  allude  to  the  al- 
tered fortunes  of  Germany.  What  was 
the  trondition  of  Germany  but  a  few 
months  ago  ?  She  seemed  to  be  sunk  in  a 
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lethargy  from  which  there  was  no  recal. 
Throughout  that  region  there  was  no 
moTement>  bnt  that  of  the  desolating 
armies  that  secured  its  submission;  no 
Toice,-but  that  of  the  conquecor,  insulting 
the  chains  of  his  yictim.  Allow  me 
to  vak,  where  now  are  those  armies? 
Where  is  that  empire  which  seemed  to 
rest  on  the  pillars  of  the  world,  and  was  to 
be  shdken  only  by  the  convulsions  of  dis-' 
sohring  nature  ?  Sir,  the  hour  of  Yetribu* 
tion  is  at  length  arrired.  He  who  had  no 
Hiercy  upon  others  is  now  reduced  to  a 
condition  which  may  excite  the  pity  of  his 
most  implacable  «nemy.  He  who  has 
made  so  many  miserable  is  now  condemned 
to  drink  to  the  very  dregs  the  bitter  cup 
of  degradation  and  sorrow.  He  is  thrown 
from  his  elevation,  despoiled  of  his  glo- 
ries, hunted  from  hill  to  hill,  and  river  ib 
river ;  the  props  with  which  be  had  sup- 
ported his  power  are  falling  around  him ; 
hk  finds  no  defence  in  the  thrones  behind 
which  he  had  entrenched  his  usurped  do- 
minion. By  a  connection  with  ancient 
families,  he  had  hoped  to  clothe  his  new 
greainess  with  something  of  prescriptive 
pomp  and  veneration ;  but  he  sees  those 
hopes  vanishing  before  him— ^Austria  re* 
nouncing  his  alliance, — Bavaria  quitting 
his  ranks, — Saxony  torn  from  his  grasp,— 
the  Rhine  itself  anticipating  the  hour  of 
deliverance ;  and  that  hour  will  assuredly 
come.  We  have  the  pledges  of  its  ap- 
proach in  all  that  is  past ;  we  have  the 
pledges  of  its  approach  in  these  brilliant 
achievements,  fn  the  last  desperate  strug- 
gles, in  the  august  spectacle  o(  that  day 
when  three  sovereign  princes,  firesh  from 
the  bard-fought  field  of  victory^  and 
each  at  the  head  of  his  respective  troops^ 
,  entered  the  city  of  Leipsic,  amidst  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  people  whom  they  had 
rescued  from  slavery.  Oh!  day  me- 
morable for  eve}r !  Oh !  proud  consumma- 
tion of  a  series  of  triumphs !  The  tyrant 
is  humbled,  and  the  freedom  of  Europe  is 
achieved.  We  may  now,  I  think,  venture 
tb  make  that  assertion.  We  ye  now,  in^ 
deed^  too  much  in  contact,  too  close  to 
these  great  events,  justly  to  appreciate 
their  grandeur  and  their  efiects  ;  for  it  is 
with  these  prodigious  displays  of  moral 

Kwer  as  it  is  with  the  grandeur  and 
Ider  features  of  naCure*  It  is  not  till  we 
are  removed  from  their  immediate  Vicinity, 
that  we  can  ascertain  their  dimensions, 
and  app^ciate  their  real  magnificence. 
Yet  this  we  may  even  now  assert,  that,  in 
(he  whole  range  of  modern  history,  there 
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is  nothingequal  or  second  to  these  achieve- 
ments, and  that  this  is  one  of  those  events 
(of  which  there  are  not  many  in  history), 
which,  Uken  singly  and  by  itself,  decidea 
the  destinies  of  nations,  and  changes  the 
face  of  the  world.  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  the 
sufferings  of  humanity  were  long  pro- 
tracted. It  is  true,  that  the  hope  of  all 
nations  was  at  length  wearied  out  into  a 
dumb  abd  listless  despair.  We,  even  we 
ourselves,  begah  at  last  to  think  that  there 
could  be  no  propitious  result.  We  almost 
believed  that,  in  favour  of  one  individual, 
the  eternal  laws  of  God  and  nature,  (laws 
which,  till  then,  we  had  deemed  eternal) 
were  reversed.  We  almost  imagined  that 
the  lessons  of  moral  wisdom  had  been 
false,  and  that  the  wishes  and  execra- 
tions of  so  many  millions  exercised  no 
influence  over  the  fates  and  fortunes  of 
their  fellow  man.  But  if  the  day  was 
delayed,  it  must  be  confessed  that  it 
was  delayed  for  a  terrible  purpose--^ 
that  it  might  concentrate  its  destruc- 
tive energies,  and  approach  at  last 
with  redoubled  and  accumulated  hor- 
ror. If  the  sufieriogs  of  humanity  have 
been  prolonged,  they  were  prolonged, 
that  they  might,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  be  overpaid  in  ample  measure. 
Now,  instead  of  armies  heartless  in  the 
cause,  generals  corrupt  or  incapable,  so- 
vereigns blind  to  their  interests  and  their 
fame,i¥e  see  nobles  and  kings  fighting  in 
the  ranks — we  see  crowds  of  accomplished 
captains — and  where  we  number  men,  we 
number  heroes  and  patriots.  It  seems,  in- 
deed, if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  as  if  all 
the  treasures  of  consolation,  all  the  pomp 
and  glory  of  recompense,  were  reserved 
for  this  ocpasion.  In  this  one  campaign 
is  concentered  the  military  renown  of 
ages.  All  that  is  great,  and  illustrious, 
and  noble— all  that  is  romanti^n  bravery, 
and  wise  in  counsel — all  that  is  venerable 
in  hereditary  worth,  or  irresistible  in  po- 
pular opinion— the  majesty  of  thrones— 
the  grandeur  of  empires— the  transcen- 
dency of  genius«-the  omnipotence  of 
mind— all  natural,  all  moral  energies, 
seem  to  be  thrown  together,  crowded  and 
heaped  upon  each  other,  to  form,  as  it 
were,  a  stage,  on  which  a  spectacle  at 
once  so  consoling  and  so  tremendoos, 
miffht  be  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  an  asto- 
nished world.  While  we  exult  in  tbes^ 
successes,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  join  m 
bestowing  every  applause  upon  those  by 
whom  they  have  been  achieved.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  rarely*  if  eyer,  happened,  thai 
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niliUry  opefiklma  bare  been  carried  on, 
ea  so  van  a  scfje.  I(  if  adoiif^ble  to  ob- 
ferfs«  ^  f>recbioii  i^iib  nbiob  Uvey  have 
b«o|)  conducted,  the  singuUr  union  of 
cavii^  and  enl^rpri^e,  the  unexampled 
naaQimity  of  -design  and  of  execution. 
But  ^bil(3  we  pay  this  tribute  to  tho^e 
illustrious  me/i,  let  us  not  lep^rate  from 
that  beff^  society,  the  name  or.Uinn,  who, 
wh/en  alive,  formed  one  pf  iu  brightest 
oniaaBenu.  We  all  reoember  that  the 
loss  of  general  Moreaq  seemed  to  throiv 
a  dark  omen  over  the  approaching  cam- 
|mign;i  Exalted  by  his  exploits  to  the 
first  rank  of  military  commanders,  and 
endeared  to. the  friends  of  freedom  Uy  his 
principks  and  character,  he  was  sum- 
moned from  the  depths  of  the  new  world, 
irom  Im  exile,  us  if  by  the  universal  voice 
of  £nro|^.  He  obeyed  the  call ;  he  came, 
he  pbmned ;  be  fi»ll  a  martyr  to  that  Cause, 
at  the  f  ery  commencement  of  th(>«e  ope- 
raiigna  upon  which  b#  had  impressed  the 
atamp  of  his  pawerfi)!  geaiai,  and  to 
which  be  had  communicated  a  principle 
of  success,  which,  though  deranged  for  a 
moment,  has,  at  every  siibaeauent  period, 
been  acqair'ing  fresh  strength  and  deve- 
loping new  resources.  Disastrous,  how- 
ever, as  his  death  nndoabtedly  was  to  the 
interests  of  Europe,  much  as  it  was  to  be 
deprecaled,  as  furnishing  matter  of  exul- 
tation, a  momentary  one  indeed,  but  of 
base  aad  malignant  exultation,  to  his  adU 
versary ;  yet  I  agree  with  the  noble  lord, 
that,. with  respect  to  his  own  glory,  we 
can  acareeJy  he  justified  in  regarding  such 
a  death,-  as  the  seqael  of  such  a  life,  in 
the  light  of  a  misfortone.  If  indeed  there 
be  any  consolation,  imy  triumph  in  the 
thovght  of  the  deep  and  poignant  regret 
of  all.  classes  of  men,  then  may  that  ffrave 
be  called  his  trophy  of  renown ;  and  if  it 
wae  dasttnad  that  his  death  should  be  pre- 
matore,  as  we  should  term  it,  I  know  not 
an  what  occasion,  in  what  canse  it  could 
have  been  so  gloriously  suffered* 
Quod  si  immatiura  manebat 
Mors  aatuBi,  c«sis  Volscorum  Boillibns  ante^ 
Ducentemin  LatiimiTeticroSycecidisse juvabit* 

I  believe  indeed.  Sir,  that  Buonaparte 
himself  n^ust  secretly  envy  a  death  so  in- 
carred  and  so  honotired.  I  believe  that 
he  mast  sometimes  reflect  with  what  other 
aeosattons  the  intelligence  of  his  own  fate 
would  have  heen  received  by  that  Europe 
which  wept  over  the  fate  ef  his  nval,  and 
with  what  diflferent  emotions  afier^ages 
wiii  visit  his  tcnnb,  on  whatever  soil  it  may 
arise,  aad  the  tomb  of  the  man  whom  he 
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persecuted  while  living,  and  has  insulted 
when  dead.  Alter  we  have  recovered 
from  the  ^ni  impressions  of  ihe  late  s(u- 
pemious  events,  it  is  natural  to  advert  to 
that  part  of  his  Hoyal  Highnefis^o  sperch^ 
in  which  these  events  are  in  part  at  least 
fiscribed  to  the  convluct.  of  this  country* 
And  certainly,  if  it  be  asked,  ihe  change 
which  has  taken  place  90  the  conilnent 
musl^  be  mainly  attr\b\|ted  to  our  example 
-x-an  exsmplfs,  indeed,  yt hich  did  not  re** 
<)|iire  success  tp  recop^mend  it;  but  which 
now,  crowned  as  it  is  with  such  signal  re^ 
suits,  mast  be  for  ever  qieroorable.  If,  a!t  "^ 
the  commencement  of  these  troubles,  we 
had  shewn  a  dastardly  jspirit ;  if  we  had 
betrayed  the, cause  of  freedom  ;  if  we  had 
sunk  iu\der  the  ascsndency  of  lawless 
power-*»where  nqw  wonid  have  been  the 
deliverance  of  Europe  ?  where  .  would 
have  been  the  rallying  ground  on  which 
the  hopes  and  afl^ectioos  of  an  afflicted 
world  might  gather  themselves,  and  find 
refuge?  We  chose  a  oobl^r  and  better^ 
policy.  Having  ascertained  the  course 
which  we  were  destined  tp  tread,  we  en^ 
tered  upon  it  with  fixed  bearu  and  pre- 
pared resolutions-*-and  in  spite  of  diffi- 
culty and  danger  amidst  the  sound  of 
falling  thrones  mi  empires,  we^maintained 
oqr  inflesible  career;  and  upon  what 
principle  did  we  so  maintain  it  ?  upon  the 
principle  of  national  independence ;  if  poo 
this  principle,  that  opposition  to  lawless 
aggression  is  at  all  times  a  sacred  d^ty^ 
and  that  the  hope  of  Europe  was  to  be 
found  only  in  a  vigorous  and  inexorable 
resistance.  There  will  be  no  prouder 
page  in  history  than  that  which  tells  of 
that  struggle  and  its  victorious  result; 
which  tells,  that  at  a  period  when  the 
fooodationi  of  the  world  seemed  to  ba 
shaken,  when  all  former  institutions  were 
swept  away,  rather  as  if  by  a  sudden 
whirlwind,  than  by  any  of  the  ordinary 
Bieans  of  destjruGtion,  there  was  yet  one 
nation,  which,  reposing  under  the  shade 
of  a  happy  constitution,  proud  of  iu  anr 
cient  liberties,  and  worthy  to  defend  thein, 
dared  to  measure  its  matured  and  disci* 
plined  valour  at  one  time  against  the  ua«> 
natural  energies  of  a  frantic  democracy, 
at  another  time  against  the  gigantic  re- 
sources of  the  most  tremendous  despotism 
that  ever  scourged  the  world.  If,  Sir, 
history  afler  this  narration  were  obliged 
to  add,  that  in  this  struggle  at  last  we  tell, 
but  that  we  fell  gloriously,  with  bur 
arms  in  our  hands  and  our  faces  to  the 
foe,  even  this  would  have  be?n  no  m^ao> 
(D) 
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praise;  this  would  have  been  praise 
enough  to  satisfy  the  iriost  aspiring  na- 
tions of  antiquity;  it  would  have  been 
praise  enough  to  fill  up  the  warmest  wishes 
of  that  gallant  and  patriot  band  who  left  it 
to  be  engraved  on  their  tombs,  that  they 
died  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  their 
country.  But,  thank  God,  Sir,  history 
will  be  Called,  not  to  lament  the  fall  of 
British  greatness,  but  to  celebrate  its  re- 
newed exploits  and  its  living  triumphs. 
The  conduct  which  we  have  pursued  can 
acquire  indeed  no  accession  of  merit  from 
the  issue  to  which  it  has  led  ;  but  it  is  sa- 
tisfactory to  observe  how  admirable  have 
been  its  results.  It  has  kindled  through- 
out Europe  a  flame  which,  I  trust,  is  un- 
quenchable. It  is  to  the  theatre  of  these 
contests,  it  is  to  that  soil  which  but  lately 
seemed  incapable  of  producing  a  single 
effort,  that  the  moralist  of  after-ages  will 
resort  for  examples  of  instruction,  when 
he  denounces  the  fall  of  unhallowed 
greatness.  There,  too,  will  the  patriot 
look  for  lessons  of  ejithusiasm  and  disin- 
terested virtue.  This  is  the  glorious  fea- 
ture of  the  present  war.<»I  have  heard  it 
observed  of  America,  that  her  conduct  has 
dispelled  those  classical  associations  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  indulge,  of 
republican  virtue  and  republican  excel- 
lence. That  remark  was  not  more  elo- 
quently than  justly  made.  But  if  we  are 
oblige^  to  give  up  that  class  of  associa- 
tions, I  perceive  with  exultation,  that 
there  is  yet  another  class  of  associations  no 
less  sacred  and  venerable,  which  we  may- 
no  w  cherish  with  additional  fondness— I 
mean  those  associations  which  enforce  the 
belief  of  instinctive  patriotism,  of  un- 
bidden enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  virtue, 
of  the  grandeur  of  self-devotion,  of  the 
magnanimity  of  great  sacrifices  for  great 
objects,  for  honour,  for  independence. 
We  must  all  recollect  with  what  delight 
we  imbibed  these  sentiments  at  the  foun- 
tains of  classical  learning,  and  followed 
them  out  into  action  in  the  history  of 
greal  men  and  illustrious  states.  But  of 
late,  and  especially  towards  the  close  of 
the  last  century,  there  seems  to  have  crept 
into  this  nation  a  sort  of  spurious  and 
barren  philosophy,  of  which  it  was  tbe 
object  to  decry  ^hose  associations ;  to  re- 
present them  as  the  illusions  of  ignorance, 
or  frenzy,  or  falsehood ;  to  curb  the  ori- 
ginal play  of  nature;  to  inculcate  cold- 
ness and  selfishness  upon  system;  and, to 
substitute  in  tbe  place  of  all  that  formed 
tbe  delight  of  a  higher  philosophy,  a 
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spirit  of  lazy  deliberation,  conducted  by 
apathy,  and  ending  therefore  in  meanness 
and  dishonour,  ft  was  this  philosopby 
which  taught  that  those  ideas  of  exceh> 
lenc^  had  no  antitypes  in  nature.  It  was 
this  philosophy  which  taught  that  it  is  not 
only  more  prudent,  but  more  conformable 
to  the  laws  of  our  being,  for  every  roan, 
in  time  of  danger,  to  reason  before  he  fol- 
lowed the  promptings  of  true  couragis,  to 
make  it  a  matter  of  calculation  whether 
his  country  be  worth  saving  before  he 
draws  the  sword  in  her  defence ;  to  reduct 
it  to  a  question  of  algebra,  or  a  problem 
in  geometry,  whether  he  should  resist 
the  efforts  of  tyranny,  or  bow  before  the 
Toke.  It  must  be  confessed,  that  the 
history  of  the  past  age,  and  especially  tb« 
sleep  which  seemed  to  have  spread  over 
Europe,  gave  too  much  countenance  to 
these  pernicious  maxims.  Btit  the  hoar  is 
at  length  come,  which  has  exposed  tbe 
fallacy  of  these  speculations,  and  rescued 
human  nature  from  these  calumnies.  Tb* 
experience  of  the  few  last  years  has  abo- 
lished, I  trust  for  ever,  that  heartless  and 
bloodless  system,  the  miserable  abortion 
of  a  cold  head  and  depraved  imagination, 
which  never  waked  one  noble  thougbty 
nor  inspired  one  generous  action.  The 
experience  of  the  few  last  years  has  proved 
that  they  were  not  false  and  visionary, 
those  high  sentiments  which  we  were 
taught  to  respect ;  but  that  they  are 
founded  upon  whatever  is  deepest  and 
purest  in  the  human  character.  It  has 
proved,  that  true  reason  is  never  at  war 
with  just  feeling ;  that  man  is  now  what 
he  was  in  those  distant  ages,  a  creature 
born  indeed  to  act  upon  principle,  bnt 
born  also  to  act  upon  strong  passions,— > 
and  that  he  never  acts  more  nobly,  more 
wisely,  more  worthily  of  himself,  than 
when  he  acts  by  the  prompt  persuasion  of 
grand  passions,  sublimed  and  directed  by 
lofty  principles.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  are  placed,  and  such  are 
the  prospects  which  we  may  reasonably 
entertain.  If,  amidst  so  many  causes  of 
contentment  and  gratitude,  there  be  any 
circumstance  that  can  excite  regret,  it 
surely  is  that  to  which  his  Royal  Highness 
has  alluded  in  the  commencement  of  his 
speech  ;  it  is,  that  our  sovereign  cannot 
share  our  joy  ;  it  is,  that  these  blessings 
cannot  be  enjoyed  by  him  whose  exem- 
plary virtues  have,  I  believe,  in  no  small 
degree  contributed  to  draw  them  down 
upon  this  nation.  I  cannot  help,  however* 
sometimes  indulging  a  hope,  that  in  tm^ 
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I  compejice  for  Uiose  Yirtues,  and  in  return 
to  the  wishes  of  his  subjects,  that  venera- 
ble peraoni^e  may  yet  be  reserved  to 
witaess  the  effi»ct  of  these  exertions ;  and 
tbatj  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
world  at  a  time  of,  tumult  and  agitation, 
be  may  be  allowed  at  last  the  exquisite 
gratification  of  seeing  that  world  calm 
and  pacific  under,  the  effects  of  a  solid 
tranquillity  ;  for  this,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected^ is  the  end  of  all  our  efforts.  I  was 
▼ery  glad  to  hear  that  explicit  declaration 
in  the  Speech  of  his  Royal  Highness.  I 
am  glad  that  it  will  be  resounded  in  the 
ears  of  Europe,  and  may  perhaps  reach 
the  French  people.  We  know  the  sin- 
cerity with  which  we  pursue  that  object. 
We  demand  on  our  part  only  one  condi- 
tion, which  we  consider  as  indispensable, 
—that  the  peace  shall  be  consistent  with 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  We  concede  to 
France,  in  return,  one  condition  which 
the,  oo  her  part,  al^o  has  a  right  to  make 
indispensable — that  the  peace  shall  be 
coos'utent  with  her  national  honour. 
Upon  this  bi&sis,  I  should  hope  the  close 
of  hostilities  may  not  be  long  deferred, 
imiess,  indeed,  France  should  be  of  opi- 
nion that  there  is  any  thing  incompatible 
between  these  two  conditions.  But,  anx- 
ious as  we  are  to  procure  peace,  let  us 
remember  by  what- means  alone  such  a 
peace  can  be  obtained  as  we  could  safely 
accept.  Let  as  recollect,  that  it  must  not 
be  a  peace  founded  upon  a  compromise  of 
any  great  interest ;  upon  a  dereliction  of 
any  sacred  principles;  the  creature  of 
timidity  on  our  part,  of  insolence  and  arti- 
fice on  that  of  the  enemy.  It  must  be  a 
peace  founded  on  mutual  advantage  and 
mutoal  confidence,  and  resting  on  the 
basis  of  social  order,  law,  and  justice. 
Sir,  the  eyes  of  Europe  are  upon  this 
House.  In  our  deliberations  this  session 
are  involved  consequences  the  most  im- 
portant to  humanity.  Let  us  reflect  on 
the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed,  and 
remember,  that,  in  proportion  to  cur 
grandeur,  is  the  I'esponsibility  with  which 
we  are  charged.  Let  us  observe  the 
means  by  which  we  have  attained  this 
high  eminence ;  for  by  those  means  alone 
can  it  be  preserved.  If  we  are  true  to  the 
principles  that  have  made  us  great,  our 
greatness  will  be  as  durable  as  it  is  bril- 
b'ant.  As  the  convulsions  are  closing,  it 
is  for  us  to  set  the  tone  of  public  morals 
and  public  virtues.  Now  that  the  gale 
has  p^Msed  zw^y,  let  the  shattered  and 
irreckec)  nations  of  the  continent  see,  in 
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the  light  of  day,  that  vessel  which  alone 
has  weathered  the  storm  uninjured  and 
undismayed,  and  whose  signal  is  still  fly- 
ing for  thje  refuge  of  the  oppressed  and 
the  weak.  Now  that  Europe  is  emerging 
from  those  penal  fires,  let  her  learn  troiii 
our  example,  what  was  the  spirit  of  those, 
ancient  institutions,  what  the  genius  of 
that  international  law,  under  the  ruins 
of  which  she  was  almost  overwhelmed  ^ 
and  as  she  has  felt,  in  the  excess  of  her 
servitude,  what  are  the  unwearied  efforts 
of  lawless  power,  let  her  now  feel  what 
are  the'  inexhaustible  resources  of  power 
consolidated  by  justice,  and  operating 
only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  Thus, 
and  thus  only,  can  we  attain  the  object  of 
our  wisheSf-^a  peace  which  may  not  only 
increase  our  commerce  and  exalt  our  po- 
litical greatness,  but  shall  also  exalt  our 
national  character;  a  peace  which  may- 
be productive  of  consequences  interesting 
to  all  nations,  and  rich  with  moral  lessons' 
to  regulate  the  destinies  of  remote  ages. 

The  Address  being  then  read  from  the 
Chair,  the  Speaker  was  about  to  put  the 
question;  when 

Mr.  WhUbread  spoke  nearly  as  follows : 
—I  do  not  rise,  Sir,  with  any  view  to  dis- 
turb the  unanimity  of  the  vote  to  which 
the  House  will  shortly  come  ;  but  rather, 
if  that  were  at  all  necessary*  to  add  my 
cordial  approbation  to  the  Address  moved 
by  the  noble  lord.  There  may,  indeed, 
be  one  or  two  exceptions  to  my  entire  ap- 
proval of  that  Address,  but  they  are  not  of 
sufficient  weight  to  induce  me  to  dissent 
from  it  in  my  vote.  I  will  freely  own,  I 
did  not  expect,  on  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  to  find,  in  the  Speech  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  modera- 
tion of  sentiment,  and  that  freedom  from 
any  intoocication  of  language  which  it  dis- 
plays ;  and  so  far,  therefore,  the  manner 
of  It  has  my  approbation.  Nor  will  I  be 
betrayed  into  any  debate,  by  touching 
upon  several  topics  introduced  by  the  no- 
ble lord  who  moved  the  Address,  and  by 
the  hon.  and  eloquent  member  who  sii- 
conded  it ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  would 
be  unmanly  in  me,  and  unbecoming  that 
deep  and  rooted  conviction  which  I  feel, 
if  I  did  not  assert  my  firm  disbelief  of  one 
thing,  in  particular,  that  has  been  ad- 
vanced ;  that  the  deliverance  of  Europe, 
and  the  splendid  events  so  recently 
achieved,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  policy 
begun  by  a  minister  now  no  more,  and  to 
the  following  up  of  that  policy  by  his  suc- 
cessors.   Great,  I  admit,  that  minister  was ; 
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but  if  the  coun^eU  of  hid  great  adversary 
had  been  listened  lo,  Europe  wotild  never 
have  been  plaoged  into  that  disajtrous 
state  from  which  she  n6w  seems  to  be 
emerging,  nor  would  the  dreadful  carnage 
of  the  pieseni  campaign  have  been  neces- 
sary. So  far  I  feel  it  necessary  to  say, 
from  the  honest  conviction  of  my  soul ; 
and  1  also  feel  it  necessary  to  say,  that  the^ 
proud  exultation  of  this  day  is  hailed  by 
no  man  In  this  House,  of  in  the  country  at 
large,  with  more  enthusiastic  feelings  than 
by  myself.  (Hear,  hear !)  1  cannot,  bow- 
ever,  help  adverting  a  little  to  (he  incon- 
sistencies of  the  noble  nioyer  of  the  Ad- 
dress, and  the  seconder  of  it.  We  have 
been  told,  that  Moreau  lived  for  the  liber- 
ties of  Isurope ;  if  he  did  so,  then  has 
Great  Britain  been  fighting  against  the 
liberties  of  Europe :  if,  tpo,  Bernadotte, 
whose  consummate  abilities  I  Willingly  ac- 
knowledge, and  to  whom,  for  the  exertion 
of  those  abilities  in  the  way  they  have 
been  exerted,  the  whole  world  is  indebted, 
has,  on  every  occausion  of  bis  life,  fought 
'  for  the  liberties  of  Europe;  then,  I  again 
repeat,  that  Great  Britain  has  been  fight* 
ibg  against  those  liberties.  Upon  this 
point,  however,  I  will  touch  no  farther, 
than  to  express  my  eiitire  approbation  of 
the  magnanin>ily  with  which  the  Prince 
Regent's  ministers  confided  in  the  co-ope- 
ration of  that  personage  ;  a  magnanimity 
rfo  nobly  and  so  amplv  rewarded.  I  give 
great  credit  also  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  tc)  him  who  was  at  the  head  of 
it,  till  removed  by  the  foul  deed  which 
every  one  deplored,  for  the  great  and 
steady  confidence  which  they  placed  in 
the  talents  and  genius  of  our  great  com- 
mander, the  marquis  of  Wellinslon  ;  and 
7  can  assure  the  noble  lord,  I  should  feel 
as  happy  as  he  would,  were  he  now  among 
m  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  and  to 
detail,  with  that  eloquence  which  was  pe* 
£uliar  to  him,  the  splendid  successes  which 
have  resulted.  Upon  the  question  of  the 
American  war,  it  is  well  known  that  I 
differ  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  Prince  Reagent's  Speech ;  yet  not  suf- 
llcrentl}-  to  induce  me  to  disturb  the  una- 
i^imity  with  which  I  wish  to  see  the  Ad- 
dress carried.  But  I  am  particularly  glad 
to  observe  the  explicit  tertns  of  that 
Speech,  jn  which  it  is  distinctly  avowed, 
that  no  disposition  is  entertained  to  require 
from  France  sacrifices  of  any  description 
inconsistent  with  her  honour  or  just  pre- 
tensions as  a'nation.  I  sincereiy  hope  this 
>eling  pervanjei  the  whole  alliance ;  ao 
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alliance  with  which  I  am  not  inclined  to 
quarrel,  as  I  have  been  with  former  ones ; 
for  it  is  promoted  and  cemented  by  a  feel- 
ing of  oomn^on  danger  and  necessi^,  and  n 
not  purchased  and  raised  up  to  oppress^ 
France.  It  has  arisen  from  t1ie  keen  atid 
indignant  sentiment  which  the  grinding 
oppression  of  France  herself  has  excited, 
and  it  holds  out  a  memorable  lesson  to  the 
^governments  of  Europe.  France,  in  tfa^ 
courte  of  her  career  since  the  Revolution, 
disturbed  and  overthrew  the  ancient  mo- 
narchies, upon  the  pretext  of  their  tyranny 
and  despotisnf ;  but  when  those  states 
passed  under  the  power  of  France,  who 
was  to  liberate  them,  they  found  them- 
selves subjected  to  a  despotlim  still  m6tt 
odious,  to  a  thraldom  still  more  insupport- 
able. The  emperor  of  that  country  is  at 
this  moment  in  a  condition  to  which,  I 
firmly  believe,  nothing  but  his  own  restlHft 
and  gigantic  ambition  could  have  reduced 
him.  I  hope  the  alliance  will  profit  frM 
this.  I  do  not  pretend  to  kiio't^,  for,  ifl^ 
deed,  I  have  not  heard,  What  were  iM 
terms  of  pacification  proposed  to  Frahrt 
before  the  termination  of  the  armistice; 
but  I  sincerely  hope  that  ndw,  in  the  mo^ 
ment  of  sutcess,  the  same  terms  will  still 
be  offered.  (A  general  murmur  through  thi 
House),  t  am  not  surprised  at  hfearirig 
this  murmur:  perhaps  I  am  toisunrfe*-- 
stood  ;  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  and  that  1 
will  maintain,  that  whatever  tfermi  may 
have  been  proposed  to  France  At  thai 
time,  as  a  basis  upon  ^hich  negotiation^ 
for  peace  might  take  place,  I  hope  this 
same  basis  will  now  be  offered,  or  6ls^  t 
see  no  conclusion  io  which  tb^  W)^r  ibatt 
come. 

There  are  some  topics  of  dodiestie  po- 
licy, which  I  cannot  but  ^Uh  the  noblfe 
lord  (Castlereagh)  had  advised  the  Prince 
Regent  to  touch  upon  in  the  co^jrse  of  ih^ 
/Speech,  With  regard  to  the  aid  iind  as- 
sistance which  are  to  be  afforded  to  thfe 
alliaiice  by  this  country,  I  think  thfey 
should  have  no  other  limit  but  ilie  poWer 
and  resources  of  the  country  itsfelf  (Hfear, 
hear !) :  to  the  utmost  we  can  go,  with  safety 
to  ourselves,  to  that  extent  would  I  wish  tO 
see  supply  afforded.  But  I  also  wish,  thiU, 
in  the  moment  of  prosperity  sfiid  exullA* 
tion,  some  notice  had  been  taken  of  this 
sufferings  of  a  very  large  class  of  our  own 
people,  whose  condition  occiipied  the  se- 
rious attention  of  this  house  during  thk 
last  session  ;  and  1  wish  it  the  more,  Sir, 
in  consequence  of  a  sjsefech  which  '^^^^^^ 
attributed  to  ybu>  is  beWg  afcliVtfw  i« 
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the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  close 
of    that    session.    The  present  moment, 
when  we  are  imperioasly  called  upon  to 
pot  forth  all  oar  strength  and  all' our  re- 
sources as    a    nation,   is   one  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Ca- 
tholic  Claims.    They  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  from  motives  of  policy  as  well  as  justice ; 
they    are  an  important  class  of  people ; 
important  from  their  numbers— important 
from  their  valonr— important    from    the 
energy  which  their  cordial  union  would 
give  to  our  national  exertions.     I  hope, 
therefore,  their  caase,  so  well  begun  last 
session,    will  be  prospertHisly  concluded 
this ;  that  they  will  be  admitted  to  all  the 
pririleges  and  rights  of  the  constitution ; 
and  thus  prove,  that  you.  Sir,  in  the  speech 
you  delivered,  if  repotted   rightly,  were 
an  unauthorized  and  unauthenticated  ex- 
positor of  the  feelings  and  views  of  this 
House.     With  these,  vieifs  of  the  present 
posture  of  affiiirs^  I  shall  give  my  support 
to  the  Address  moved  by  the  noble  lord  : 
^  <be  existing  administration  are  entitled,  I 
think,  to  every  praise ;  and  if,  by  a  wish, 
h  were  possible  for  me  to  create  any 
change  in  the  Prince  Regent's  ministers, 
^JKcept,  perhaps,  to  increase  a  little  their 
itrength  on  the  question  I  have  just  al- 
luded to,  that  wish  should  be  unformed  : 
I  do  not  desire  to  see  one  of  them  dis- 
}>laced,  seeing  what  measures  are  in  pro- 
gress, and  relying  upon  the  moderation  of 
their  views,  in  endeavouring  to  accom- 
V  plish  a  general  and  lasting  peace^ 

The  .^aAer.— Before  i  state  the  ques- 
tion, i  hope  I  may  be  permitted,  as  so 
itrong  an  allusion  has  been  made  to  the 
Speech  I  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  last  session,  to  say,  that  if  that 
speech  should  be,  at  any  time,  taken  into 
Goiisideration  by  ibis  House,  I  trust  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  House  that  what  I  did 
lay  was  perfectly  justified  and  warranted. 
Mr.  fP.  Wynme  expressed  his  entire  coh- 
currence  with  the  Address ;  and  he  trusted 
that  those  parts  of  Europe  which  had  been 
•o  long  held  down  by  the  tyranny  of 
France  would  now  have  an  opportunity  of 
restoring  themselves.  For  himself,  he 
felt  peculiar  satisfaction  in  the  defalcation 
of  the  coerced  troops  of  Buonaparte,  even 
in  the  very  day  of  battle :  he  drew  the 
happiest  augury  from  that  fact.  It  shewed 
a  distrust  vvhich,  he  had  no  doubt,  spread 
from  one  battalion  to  another,  and  per- 
vaded the  whole  army.  He  expressed 
bis  entire  approbation  of  the  sentiments 
of  nodtralioo  displayed  in  the  conclusion 


of  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech;  anj 
hoped  that  the  continental  powers  would 
continiie  united,  till  a  general  peace,  and 
the  restoration  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  were  accomplished. 

The  Address  was  then  carried,  netn.  eon. 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  it 
accordingly. 

The  Si^baker's  Speech.]  Lord  Morpeth. 
^1  rise.  Sir,  to  inform  ihje  House,  that  on 
an  early  day  after  the  recess  I  shall  sub- 
otiit  a  motion  upon  certain  passages  in 
your  Speech,  delivered  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Lord  Castkreagh  wished  that  the  nobte 
lord  had  not  named  so  distant  a  period;  as, 
if  the  Chair  had  transgressed  the  line  of  its 
duty,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  discussed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Lord  Morpeth  replied,  that  he  could  not 
welt  name  an  earlier  day  :  as  many  mem- 
bers were  absent,  and  especially  those  be- 
longing to  the  coutitry  which  the  noble 
lord  represented,  and  who  were  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  question. 

Mr.  B.  Bathurst  was  proceeding  to  ar- 
gue upon  the  question  itself,  when  Mr. 
llerney  called  him  to  order,  for  indulging 
in  a  course  of  proceelling  which  could 
only  lead  to  a  premature  debate,  and  would 
be  productive  of  perpetual  inconvenience* 
The  notice  was  then  entered  ac^cordingly  ; 
after  which  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Pfido^t  iVIso.  5« 

Amswek  op  Lieut.  GsMEitAt  Ab%b« 
<iti0MBr  TO  THE  VoTE  OF  ThanICs.]  Mr. 
Speaker  acquainted  the  House,  that  hft 
had  received  from  lieut.  general  the  hon. 
John  Abercromby,  the  following  letter,  in 
return  to  the  thanks  of  this  House,  signi- 
fied to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience 
to  their  commands  of  the  lOtb^  of  January 
1812. 

"Bombay,  1st  Nov.  1812. 

<<Sir;  I  do  myself  the  honour  to.  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  14ih  of  January  last,  conveying  to 
me  the  unanimous  Thanks  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  con- 
quest of  the  island  of  Maufitius,  and  de- 
siring me  to  communicate  to  major  gene- 
ral Warde,  and  to  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned oifficers,  and  private  soldiers, 
employed  on  that  occasion,  the  high  iense 
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entertained  of  tbeir  gallant  and  meritoriouf 
exertions. 

*'  The  leading  wish  of  my  heart  has 
been  to  devote  myself  to  the  service  of  my 
country ;  and  I  beg  you.  Sir,  to  assure  the 
House  of  Commons  that  I  receive  this  dis* 
tinguished  mark  of  its  approbation  with 
the  liveliest  emotions  of  pride  and  grati- 
tude ;  for  a  British  soldier  must  ever  con- 
sider the  appbuse  of  his  country  to  be  the 
highest  reward  that  can  be  bestowed  upon 
him. 

*'  I  have  had  the  greatest  satrsfaction 
in  communicating  to  major  general  Warde, 
and  to  the  gallant  army  i  had  the  good 
fortune  to  command,  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  approbation  of 
their  professional  skill,  discipline,  and 
bravery ;  and  I  can  venture  to  assure  you. 
Sir,  that  they  will  be  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  distinguished  honour 
which  has  been  conferred  upon  them.  ' 

"  Allow  me.  Sir,  to  express  my  obliga- 
tions to  you  for  the  very  flattering  terms 
in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  add  to 
the  high  gratification  I  derive  from  the 
Thanks  of  the  honourable  House,  by  the 
offer  of  your  personal  congratulations,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc. 

"  John  ABBacROMBT, 
'*  Lieutenant  General." 

"To  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Abbot,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
the  usual  Grand  Committees  for  Religion, 
Trade,  and  Justice. 

The  Qsual  SUnding  Orders  of  the  House 
were  also  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Compton  brought  up  the  Report 
of  the  Address;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Upon  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagh,  it 
was  ordered  that  it  be  presented  to  hi* 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  by  the 
whole  House. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday,  Nov,  6. 
The  House  met  about  half  past  one; 
and  shortly  afterwards,  having  first  ad- 
journed, went  up  in  procession  to  present 
the  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday,  Nov.  6. 
PtiNCE  Regent's  Speech.]     Mr.  Van- 


I 


sittart  moved,  according  to  notice,  that 
thfe  Prince  Regent's  Speech  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Such  part  of  the  Speech  as  relates  to 
the  supplies  being  read, 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  as  a  Resolution^ 
'5  That  a  supply  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty."— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vansittart  then  moved,  that  this  re- 
solution be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next,  which  was 
agreed  to.  / 

Lord  Castlereagh  having  informed  the 
House  that  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  had  signified  his  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive the  Address  at  three  o'clock,  the 
House  adjourned  to  Monday ;  and  the 
Speaker,  accompanied  by  many  members; 
proceeded  to  Carlton  House  with  the  Ad- 
dress. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Monday/,  Nov*  8. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  from  the  wool- 
sack, read  the  Answer  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Address  of 
their  lordships,  presented  by  the  whole 
House  on  Saturday  ;  declaring  his  Royal 
Highness's  satisfaction  at  the  sentiments 
therein  contained,  and  expressing  his 
hope,  under  Divine  Providence,  in  con- 
junction with  his  illustrious  allies,  and  the 
support  of  parliament,  of  bringing  the 
arduous  contest  in  which  they  w.ere  en- 
gaged to  a  safe  and  honourable  termina- 
tion. .    • 

His   Royal   Highness's  most   gracious 
Answer  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  thet^ 
Journals.    Their  lordships  then  adjourned 
during  pleasure. 

Treaties  of  Alliance.]  About  five 
o'clock  the  House  resumed. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  laid  on  the  table, 
by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent,  certain 
Conventions  concluded  between  this  coun- 
try and  our  allies.  There  were  two  sup* 
plementary  conventions  concluded  with 
the  emperor  of  Russia  and  the  king  of 
Prussia  (for  the  fulfilment  of  objects  re- 
ferred to  in  the  former  treaties),  of  which 
the  ratifications  had  not  yet  been  ex- 
changed ;  but,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  with  reference  to  the  details,  he 
would  move  an  humble  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  order  the  substance  of  those  two 
conventions  to  be  laid  before  the  House, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Victories  op  the  Pyrenees — Capture 
OF  St.  Sebastian,  &e.]     Earl    Bathurtt 
observed, -that  when  be  last  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing  ^he  House,  Jt  was«  on 
the  glorious  victolry  gained  by  the  marquis 
of  Wellington  at  Vittoria ;  and  the  conse- 
quences he   then  anticipated    from    the 
iplendid  result  of  that  action  had  happily 
been    Terified.      Buonaparte    no    sooner 
heard    of  our    army   having  passed   the 
£bro,  than  he  appointed  Soult,  with  extra- 
ordinary powers  as  Lieutenant  d'Empereor, 
and  that  marshal,  having  been  reinforced 
by  the  division  under  Clausel,  and  other 
troops,  advanced  on  the  25th  of  July,^  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  us  from  our  posi- 
tions. His  lordship  then  proceeded  shortly 
to  detail  the  operations  up  to  the  SOtb, 
when    the  French  were  completely   re- 
pulsed, and  from  the  effects  of  which  they 
were  unable  to  recover.     Soult  had  the 
.  most  sanguine  expectations  not  only  of 
Velieving  Pamplona  and  St.  Sebastian,  but 
also  of  driving  our  army  across  the  Ebro; 
but  the  defeat  he  then   experienced  not 
only  completely  frustrated  all  his  projects, 
bat  the  French   army  was    more    com- 
pletely disorganised  than    even    by   the 
iNtttle  of  Vittoria.      His  lordship  then  ad- 
verted to  the  capture  of  St,  Sebastian,  and 
-took  the  opportunity  of  noticing  a  foul 
calumny  upon  our  troops  that  had  been 
published  in  the  Spanish  papers,  charging 
them  with  committing  the  grossest  out- 
rages upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
This  calumny,  which  was  to  be  attributed 
to  French  partizans  in  Spain,  who  circu- 
lated these  libels  upon  the  specious  pre- 
tence of  a  jealousy  of  foreign  interference, 
was  wholly   false.     That  some  excesses 
might  be  committed  in  a  town  taken  by 
•torm,    after    a  most  obstinate  defence, 
might  readily  be  imagined;  but  no  one 
could  for  a  moment  believe,  that  the  de- 
•  liberate  cruelties  in  this  publication  stated 
to  have  been  practised,  bad  been  commit- 
ted by  our  troops.     Sir  Thomas  Graham 
was  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  for  nearly  a  month  after- 
wards;   and  no  complaint  whatever  was 
made  to  him  bv  the  authorities  of  St  Se« 
bastian,  or  by  the  inhabitants,  of  any  out- 
rages having  been  committed.     We  were 
charged  with  having  committed  sacrilege 
in  their  churches,  and  plundered  them  of 
the  plate;  but  was  it  to  be  believed,  that 
the  French,  who  had  uniformly,  in  every 
town,    carried    off  the  plate    from   the 
churches,  would  have  made  St.  Sebastian 
«  soiitary  exception ;  or  that,  when  they 
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had  converted  the  churches  of  that  town 
(as  was  the  fact)  into  barracks,  stables, 
and  hospitals,  they  would  have  suffered 
the  plate  to  remain  on  the  communion 
tables  ?  The  charge  was  utterly  false  :-— 
equally  false  was  the  allegation,  that  our 
troops  were  occupied  in  plundering  the 
town,  at  the  moment  they  might,  by  fol- 
lowing up  tho>  enemy,  have  captured  the 
castle.     The    fact  was,  that    our  troops 
did  follow  up  the  enemy,  with  the  view 
of    capturing   the     castle,  and   suffered 
much  in    the  unsuccessful  attempt;  (he 
9th   regiment,  in  particular,  suffered  se- 
verely ;  and  it  was  actually  found  neces* 
sary  to  reprove  some  of  the  officers,  for 
not  checking  the  troops  in  attempline  that 
which  was  impracticable.  The  last  charge 
against  us  was,  that  of  setting  fire  to  the 
town.    This  also  was  utterly  false ;  so  far 
from    it,    that   repeated    representations 
having  been  made  to  sir  Thomas  Graham, 
of   the  expediency  of  bombarding    the 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  its  suP'- 
render,  by  the  consternation  which  would 
be  thus  occasioned  ;    he  at  length  trans- 
mitted them  to  lord  Wellington,  and  his 
lordship  sent  sixteen  mortars;   but  with 
express  directions,  that  they  should  not  be 
used  so  as  to  set  fire  to  ihe  town,  and  only 
four  of  them  were  used  in  the  direction  of 
the   attack  upon   the    works  during   the 
whole  siege.     It  was  not  our  interest  to 
set  fire  to  the  town,  but  it  was  that  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  the  fact  wa>,  that  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  entrance  of  our  troops 
into  it,  the  flames  burst  out  in  several 
places  at  the  same  time.    The  only  part 
of  the  charges  to  which  be.,  on  the  part  of 
the    troops   employed  at  St.  Sebastian, 
pleaded   guilty,  was,  that  of  saving  th« 
lives  of  600  of  the  enemy.     When  our 
soldiers  entered  the  town,  smarting  nuder 
the  effects  of  a  most  obstinate  and  protract- 
ed resistance,  surrounded  by  the  fire  which 
was  consuming  the  town,  and  scorched  by 
the  flames,  600  of  the  enemy's  soldiers, 
unable  to  escape,  ff  ung  down  their  arms, 
and  threw  themselves  upon  our  mercy. 
Our  troops  certainly  were  merciful  enough 
to  grant  them  their  lives;   an  act  which 
was  sanctioned  by  their  officers,  and  which 
was  not,  nor  had  been  since,  objected  to 
by  sir  Thomas  Graham.     This  therefore 
was    the  only  part  of  these  charges    to 
which  truth  was  attached.     His  lordship 
then   shortly  adverted  to  the  subsequent 
operations  (highly  praising  the  conduct  of 
the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  troops),  emU 
ing  in  the  establishment  of  6ur  army  ia 
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<he  French  territory,  which  be  stated  to 
be  ne€es<tary.  for  the  parpo«e  of  perfect^ 
•ng  a  line  <>(  defence,  and  of  enabling  lord 
^eliingtOB  to  vi^atrh  the  operations  of  th^ 
-enemy,  while  he  could  conceal  his  own. 
£roai  this  situation  the  Spaniards  could 
look  down  upon  Bayonne,  where  their  so- 
Tereign  had  been  treacherously  made  pri- 
soner, and  the  crown  given, to  a  foreigner; 
and  from  whence  the  French  army  march- 
ed to  complete,  as  they  imagined,  the  con- 
<|uest  of  Spain,  commenced  in  treache|-y 
«iid  fraud*     What  a  difference  might  now 
be  contemplated  in    the    return    of   the 
wreck  of  that  army,  beaten  and  discom- 
^ted,  to  the  same  city.    In  thus  reviewing 
our  successes  in  the  peninsula,  be  could 
not  but  recad  to  their  lordships'  recollec- 
tion the  share  that  Britain  had  had  in 
bringing  about  the  glorious  events  which 
had    occurred    in    Europe,    and     which 
had    at    length    opened    a    prospect  of 
its  attaining  that    independence,    which 
hmi  been  to  long  and  aiixiously  Jooked 
/  for.    If  this  country  had  in  one  respect 
contribnted    nore  than   another  to    the 
glorious  retuHs  that  bad  at  ieogtb  been 
Acbietved,  it  was  not  so  much  in  tbo  ex- 
^mof  eur  exertioiu  (for  theae  had  been 
equalled  by  others,  and  by  one  country 
exceeded) ;  it  was  not  so  muoh  in  the  skill 
of  oar  officers  and  the  gallantry  of  our 
troops  (for,  after  the  splendid  victories 
•that  had  been  recently  obtained,  we  could 
eoly say,  that  the  exploits  of  our  own  great 
Captain  had  not  been  surpassed)  ;  it  was 
lAol  in  tlie  extent  of  our  privations  (for  in 
thn  reaped,  God  be  thanked!    we  bad 
been  saved  from  this  Md  pre-eminence)  ; 
but  itlfvas  in  our  perseverance  in  the  con- 
test in  the  peninsula  under  every  circum- 
..stance,  however  unfavourable;  in  the  per- 
s.linaoity  with  which  we  persisted  in  main- 
taining even  a  corner  of  it,  until  circuip- 
/flanees  led  to  more  anspiotous  events  ;  and 
thereby  holding  out  a  clear  and  bright 
.flame  amid  the  darkness  that  overspread 
the  natives  of  Europe,  which  aeon  rose 
into  a  pillar  of  fire  to  light  them  an  their 
way  to  security,  independence,  and  peace. 
'His  lordship  concluded  by  moving,  that 
the  **  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Field  Marshal  the  Marquis  of  Wellington, 
K.  G.  for  the  consummate  ability,  and  the 
admirable  skill. and  valour,  displayed  by 
bim  in  the  operations  by  which  the  enemy 
.were  compelled  to  abandon  the  western 
provinces  of  Spain,  and  the  allied  army 
enabled  to  establish*  itself  on  the  frontier 
*af  France/' 


The  Earl  of  Damity  said,  that  he  did 
not  rfse  wiib  the  vain  hope  of  adding  ainr 
thing  to  the  eloquent  address  which  haici 
been  delivered  by  the  noble  lord  who 
preceded  him ;  but  he  was  anxious  to 
bear  his  testimony  to  the  illustrious  merita 
of  the  gallant  commander  who  led  the 
combined  forces  in  the  peninsula.  He 
was  desirous,  in  a  few  words,  of  adverting 
to.  the  wise  as  well  as  gallant  defence  of 
Portugal  by  that  great  general,  which  had 
been  productive  of  such  magnificent  ef/- 
fects.  His  noble  forbearance,  prudence, 
and  perseverance,  as  ivell  as  consummate 
military  talent  in  the  field,  had  been  in  a 
great  measure  the  cause  of  the  splendid 
result  which  followed.  He  was  perhaps 
the  only  man  who  could  have  brought  the 
contest  to  such  an  iMoe ;  and  to  his  ex- 
ample in  the  peninsula,  those  splendid 
successes  which  bad  since  crowned  the 
arms  of  the  allies  in  the  jmrth  mieht  be 
traced.  In  this  great  triumph  of  lord 
Wellington,  the  speech  which  had  beeft 
so  recently  delivered  from  the  throne, 
and  which  had  been  received  with  such 
universal  concurrence  and  applause,  he 
thought,  was  liable  to  one  objection.  |t 
would  have  become  the  government  of 
the  country  to  have  recommended,  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne,  a  further  provi- 
sion for  the  marquis  of  Wellington^  in- 
stead of  the  paltry  allowance  which  had 
been  given  last  year,  and  which  was  to- 
tally inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  station  which  the  gallant  individual  in 
question  must  now  hold  in  the  country. 
His  lordship  also  complained  of  a  want  of 
due  attention  to  the  erecting  of  monn-  - 
ments  to  commemorate  the  illustrious  ac- 
tions of  such  men  as  lord  Wellington, 
and  others  who  had  eminent^  dfstinr 
guished  themselves  in  the  service  of  tbetr 
country.  If  one  half  the  money  which 
had  been  lavished  in  useless  public  works, 
had  been  applied  to  this  great  national 
ob|eet,  it  would  have  formed  an  ample 
fund  for  that  purpose.  He  trusted,  that 
the  matters  to  which  he  had  adverted,  de- 
served, and  arould  meet  with*  serious  con- 
sideration from  those  who  held  the  most 
prominent  situations  in  the  government. 
He  expressed  bis  most  cordial  concurrence 
in  the  motion. 

Lord  Bathurtt  next  moved  the  thanks 
of  the  House  to  general  Graham,  for  the 
skill  and  gallantry  which  he  displayed  in, 
and  subsequent  to,  the  battle  of  Vittoria ; 
and  particularly  for  the  ability  and  skill 
which  be  hsd  manifested  in  the  sieg^  and 
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indpqed  ^o  pt^pose  fi  ^ep^ale  Qiotio^  of 
y^f^  to  ^  T.  Qi^)uiqi>  .gn  accqu^t  of 
tjlije  pecpli^  circumsMinG^s  under  which 
be  ijtjui  retiro^,  carrying  witt»  him  l^f  std- 
^pOriOiw  V^d  affectiqn  <?f  j^  it^^^  ff^o 
kwm  hiiQ,  cir  h^  i^n  or  ^ar^  qf  hi;i 
^fiq^lict  ^p  ^  gieperfi)>  aA?r  having  in  web 
m  Sat^fi^t^  .sjtoatioD  \fi^  i\^e  w^m^^  9f 
\i$  cqqpVy  wilh  ;vcb  tpU^did  ability, 
g^UaaUy»}BtDd  miccpss. 

The  Uutnkf  of  the  Hooie  ir^/e  U^n 
iDDyed  to  nr  Jto^laAd  Hill,  and  the  qtber 
officers,  i?ion-comnni^ipne^  officers,  nfni 
troops,  British^  Spani/ib,  i^ad  Port^ugu93P  ; 
9JU  these  y(pte  s^r^ed  to,  ;k».  </^ 

HOUSE  op  COMMON?. 

Jflondqy,  IjfofDembfr  8. 

Anj^^r  jo  Aadeess.]  Mr.  Spefkker 
reported  iP  the  House,  that  the  Hocse 
muipxi4ed  W%  j-qy^l  highnea^  U^e  Prince 
tt^;ept  9^  Saturday  last  wijth  their  Ad- 
4re^ ;  to  which  his  Royal  IJighness  was 
pleaded  to  gi?.e  this  most  grjAcioos  An- 
swer: 

*«  Qentliemen, 

^'  I  th^uik  you  for  this  loyal  AiddiTeas. 

**  The  sentiments  it  breathes,  and  the 
assurances  of  support  which  it  contains, 
^  s^cb  j^  Income  the  Commons  of  a 
great  empire  to  carry  to  the  throne  at 
such  a  moment  ^  th^  present. 

**  The  means  Which  you  are  /determined 
to  place  at  my  disposal  shall, be  employed, 
vnaer  the  favour  of  Divide  Providence,  I 
trust  successfully,  in  the  greftt  cau^  of 
liatiooal  independence;  and  I  indulge 
tihe  confident  expectation  that,  through 
Mie  efforts  of  the  great  aliianqe  which  has 
at  l^gth  so  happily  been  formed,  Europe 
jp^y  look  forwi^rd  to  the  attainment  ol  a 
flMjjd  and  honoi^rable  peace/' 

BoRouG^  OF  Hellbstokjb.I  On  the 
|ii9tton  pf ..  Mr.  Bankes,  Uie  Clerk  having 
jnead  from  the  Journals  the  Report  of  the 
/Coipmittee  appoipted  to  sf^rch  t^he  Lords' 
Journals  on  the  subject  of  the  Hell^stone 
JHfction; 

^r.  finfik^  observed,  ^t  the  ,circum- 
j^an<;e8  attendsnt  on  the  Bill  ,9f  la^t  t^z* 
^ion  for,  securing  purity  of  election  in  the 
Jbofongh  of  HelLestc>ne  muf^t  be  j(^^ah  i.p 
the  recollection  of .  the  Qou^.  Having 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  had 
•been  carried  to  the  Hpuse  oi'  Lords  at  a 
period  not  lon>;  before  the  terjmination  qf 
Ajie  session.    This  it  uras,  Pierbfps,  nrhicjb 
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pr^fin^  %ny  proceeding  from  being  had 
in  t^e  I^rds  on  ;the  subject ;  as  it  w^s  weU 
kiao.^n,  that  on  such  questions  ^acb  House 
pr^ierre^  taking  evi^enjce  itsel/,  to  relying 
on  the  evidence  affi>rde4  in.  the  other; 
and  there  wg^  not  ^ipe  for  examining  in 
the  Houseof  Lords  the  neceiss^ry  evidence 
in  ,the  ^a^  to  which  he  alluded.  jFor  tha^t 
an4  other  reasonf  he  wa^  desirous  of  thus 
early  calling  t^e  attention  of  the  Hpfiso 
to  the  aubiect  Whatever  dot^bt  might 
havee^cisted  a^  jto  the  best  mod^  of  altering 
the  constitution  of  the  boroujgh,  no  ob^ec* 
ti^ji^  had  been  made  in  any  quarter  to  th^ 
prope^r  mode  of  taking  pj^rliamentary  no- 
tice pf  the  corruption  virhich,  having  crept 
intj^  t^  bosTouffb  of  ^ell.estone,  h^  so 
l9ng  majntained  itself  there,  and  pf  tha 
expediency  of  putting  an  end  to  it  with  all 
pp^ihJe  expedition.  Anticipating  th<ere- 
for.e  no  objection  to  his  proposition,  he 
would  proceed  without  farther  prefac^  to 
move.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  i^  a 
Bill  to  ^cure  purity  of  election  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Hellestone. 

Mr.  Serjeant  QmIpw  heartily  seponded 
the  motion;  deplaring,  that  in  bis  opinion 
no  case  called  more  loudly  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  legislature  tn^tn  that  of  the 
borpugh  of  Hellestone }  the  corruption 
and  profligacy  of  .which  had  been  carri^ 
on  so  lonjg,  that  those  who  were  guilty  ot 
that  corruption  and  proifligacy  wer,^ 
scarcely  sispsibie  qf  the  criqies  ^y  c;/(»m- 
OMJtt^d. 

Tfut  $PEAfc^a's  SpebchO  Mr.  Q.  jff. 
Si^furi^,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  which  ho 
gave  on  Saturday,  i:o9e  tomake  a  miction  ; 
the  adoption  of  which  qould  not,  ipi  hia  / 
opinion,  be  postpon^»  consistently  with 
the  4ignity  af  th^  House,  and  of  the  right 
hon.  gentteman  who  sat  in  the  chair*  In 
the  present  jtage  of  the  business,  ther# 
w^s  but  onjB  sl§p  which  he  thought  it  pos* 
sible  to  take ;  namely^  to  endeavour  to 
put  the  Hou^  in  possession  c^  the  docu- 
ment on  y^hioh  a  noble  lord  (Morpeth) 
bad  intimated  that  his  observjatipn^  w^uld 
be  made.  Those,  on  the  one  hand,  .who 
thought  with  ithe  noble  lord,  that  tha 
spf  ech  made  hv  the  i^ak^r  at  the  bar  .of 
the  House  gf  Lords,  at  the  clos^  9(  th« 
last  session,  contAincid  matt^  liable  ip 
animadversion,  and  those,  on  the  other* 
who  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  free  from 
blame,  or  even  entitled  to  praise,  mult 
equally  (eel  the  impossibility  9f  discuj^iog 
the  subject,  u;itil  an  authentic  oopy  of  th* 
spge^h  itaelf  Ahould  be  on  thfi  table.  Mr 
(E)       . 
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though  certainly  it  could  not  be  consider- 
ed an  official  document,  yet  it  bad  not 
been  unasual  in  that  House,  under  similar 
circumstances,  to  move  thmt  Mr.  Speaker 
be  desired  to  print  any  speech  which  he 
bad  so  delivered.  That  vas  the  course 
which  he  intended  to  adopt  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  might  be  expected,  that  he 
should  open  to  the  House  the  ulterior 
views  which  he  might  entertain  on  the 
production  of  the  document.  On  this 
subject  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  put- 
ting several  questions  to  the  noble  lord 
who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  after  the 
recess ;  and  on  the  answers  to  those  ques- 
tions would  depend  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he  should  prescribe  for  himself. 
From  the  known  candour  and  liberality 
of  that  noble  lord,  both  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  inform  the  House,  whether 
the  observations  which  he  had  declared  it 
was  his  intention  to  make  on  the  Speech 
of  the  Speaker  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  tended  to  criminate  the  Speaker, 
either  by  imputing  to  him  that  he  had 
acted  without  precedent  in  expounding 
the  opinions  of  that  House,  or,  admitting 
that  he  had  followed  precedent,  f)y  charg* 
ing  him  with  an  unfaithful  exposition  of 
that  opinion.  If  either  of  these  objects 
was  that  of  the  noble  lord,  then,  identi- 
fied as  the  honour  and  purity  of  the 
Speaker's  character  were  with  the  dignity 
of  their  proceedings,  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  imperative  on  the  House  to  enter 
on  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  the 
case  at  a  period  much  earlier  than  that 
fixed  by  the  noble  lord.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  noble  lord  bad  no  other  object 
in  (he  motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice, than  to  make  it  a  vehicle  for  remark 
on  the  motives  which  had  induced  the 
House  to  reject  the  Catholic  Bill,  thereby 
indirectly  involving  a  re-consideration  of 
the  Catholic  Question,  it  was  a  matter  of 
indifference,  whether  the  subject  should 
be  discussed  at  present,  or  at  the  period 
fixed  on  by  the  nohle  lord,  who  had  in- 
deed assigned  as  the  cause  of  delay  of  his 
inotion  the  absence  gf  the  members  of  the 
•ister  country,  who  were  most  nearly  in- 
terested in  the  decision  of  that  question. 
For  his  part,  he  conceived  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Irish  members  to  be  present 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session.  If 
the  object  of  the  noble  lord  was  that  which 
he  had  first  described,  the  House  ought 
not  to  wait  for  their  arrival ;  if  his  object 
was  merely  the  indirect  revival  of  the  Ca- 
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tholic  Question,  then  it  might  be  desirkblft' 
to  postpone  the  discussion  until  those 
could  attend  who  Would  be  disposed  to 
take  so  larger  a  share  in  it.  Trusting  that 
the  House  would  grant  him  the  indul- 
gence of  making  any  farther  remarks 
which  the  reply  of  the  noble  lord  might 
render  necessary,  be  would  now  content 
himself  with  moving — ''That  Mr. Speaker 
be  desired  to  print  the  Speech  by  him 
made  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
Thursday  the  22nd  of  July,  1815,  on  pre- 
senting the  Money  Bill,  which  then  re- 
ceived  the  royal  assent." 

As  the  Speaker  was  reading  the  motion, 

Mr.  Tiemty  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  hon.  mover  meant  that  the  Speech 
should  be  printed  with  the  votes,  or  merely 
for  the  information  of  the  House  ?  If  the 
former,  it  should  be  recollected,  that  that 
was  always  considered  as  a  mark  of  appro- 
bation, and  lie  was  sure  the  hon.  mover 
did  not  mean  that  the  Speech  of  th« 
Speaker  should  be  approved  until  it  had 
been  considered.  If  it  was  intended  merely 
to  print  the  Speech  for  the  purpose  of  put<« 
ting  it  into  the  hands  of  members,  to  that 
proposition  no  objection  could  apply. 

Mr«  Sumner  was  proceeding  to  explain 
his  object,  when 

Mr.  Baikursi  observed,  that  there  was  no 
question  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  motion; 
upon  which 
'  Mr.  Sumner  said,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  his  sole  and  exclusive  ob* 
ject  was,  to  bring  before  the  f^ouse  the 
document  on  which  a  noble  member  had 
declared  it  to  be  his  intention,  at  a  future 
period,  to  observe.  He  repeated,  that  this 
step  appeared  to  him  to  be  called  for  by 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament.  At 
the  same  time,  it  would  be  but  fair  and 
candid  to  add,  that,  in  conformity  to  usage 
on  such  occasions,  the  Speech  must  be  en* 
tered  on  the  Journals  of.the  House.  That 
proceeding,  however,  would  by  no  means 
imply  the  approbation  of  the  Aouse  of  its 
contents. 

Mr.  Banket  expressed  himself  to  be  dii- 
tinctly  of  the  same  opinion.  It  was  not 
to  be  inferred,  because  the  ordinary  mode 
of  inserting  the  Speech  in  the  Journals 
could  not  be  departed  from,  that  the  ap- 
probation, of  the  House  was  thereby  im- 
plied. The  Speech  made  in  1777,  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  orLords,  by  sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  was  printed  with  the  votes  ;  but 
was  that  considered  to  imply  the  appro- 
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ImiOD  of  parliament-^.  By  no  meaoe.  In 
l)ie  course  of  ibat  same  session,  several 
members  animadverted  on  sir  F.  Norton's 
speech;  and  although  eventually  the 
House  came  to  a  vote  of  approbation  on 
Ihe  subject,  the  very  discussion  proved 
that  it  would  have  been  equally  competent 
to  them  t0  come  to  a  vote  of  disapproba- 
tion. Feeliog  the  impossibility  of  adopt- 
ing any  other  mode  consistently  with  par- 
liamentary pracdce,  he  had  himself  as- 
sisted his  hon.  friend  in  drawing  out  the 
motion  before  the  House. 
>  Mn  Tiernof,  notwithstanding  the  prece- 
dent adduced  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  still 
contended, .  that  the  admission  into  the 
Journals,  of  a  speech  by  the  Speaker,  had 
aJwaya  been  deemed  a  mark  of  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Housdb  Without  intending 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  to  the 
Speaker,  he  must  protest  against  this  being 
considered  to  be  the  caie  in  the  present 
instance.  For  his  part,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  what  inconvenience  could  be  oc- 
casioned by  the  production  of  the  Speech 
as  a  simple  document. 

Mr«  Rose  detailed  the  history  of  the 
proc^dings  on  the  speech  made  by  sir 
Fletcher  Norton  in  0777.  The  printing 
of  that  speiech  by  no  means  implied  the 
approbation  of  the  House.  It  was  made 
on  the  7th  of  May.  On  the  9th  of  May, 
only  two  days  after,  came  on  the  question 

'  of  its  merits ;  and  although  the.  thanks  of 
the  HoQse  of  Commons  were  voted  to  sir 
F.  Norton  for  the  speech,  yet  the  discus- 
sion afforded  abundant  proof,  that  if,  in  the 
present,  instance,  the  House  followed  the 
prece(kint.of  1777,  they  would  not  be  pre- 
cluded from  expressing  a  free  opinion  on 
the  speech  in  question. 

Lord  Morpeth  said,  that,  having  been  so 
pointedly  called  upon  by  the  hon.  mover, 
he  mqst  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words 
on  a  subject  in  which,  as  he  had  stated  on 
giving  his  notice,  the  honour  and  dignity 

'of  parliament  were  so  deeply  involved/ 
With  respect  to  the  inquiries  made  by  the 
hon.  member^  for  Surrey,  he  was  appre- 
hensive that  he  could  not  famish  the  hon. 
gentleman  with  information  that  would 
prove  satisfactory  to  him.  He  was  not  at 
present  prepared  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  .scope  and  extent,  much  less  the  frame 
and  construction,  of  the  motion  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  submit  to  them.  This, 
however,  he  was  prepared  to  say ;  that,  if 
he  was  rightly  informed  of  the  nature  pf 
the  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker  at ,  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  his  Yiew  of 


the  inbiect  that  Speech  conveyed  expres- 
sions which,  both  on  parliamentary  and  on 
constitutional  grounds,  were  extremely 
questionable ;  and  which  deserved  the 
serious  attention  and  the  solemn  investiga- 
tion of  a  full  House  of  Commons-— a  House 
of  Commons  which  should  contain  thosa 
members  who  were  favourable  to  the  mea- 
sure to  which  the  expression  he  alluded  to 
referred,  as  well  as  those  inimical  to  it. 
With  that  conviction  and  impression  he 
had  given  bis  notice  for  an  early  period 
after  the  recess,  and  should  persevere  in 
making  his  motion  at  that  period,  unless 
some  other  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  should  prevent  him  from  doing  so« 
It  could  scarcely  be  necessary  for  him  to 
say,  that  in  giving  his  notice  he  had  ab- 
stained from  all  harsh  expressions  towards 
the  distinguished  individual  who  was  the 
object.  He  had  been  too  long  a  member 
of  that  House,  and  had  too  frequently  wit- 
nessed the  general  excellence  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  individual  had  dis- 
charged the  high  duties  entrusted  to  him, 
to  enter  on  an  investigation  of  any  part  of 
his  official  conduct  with  other  sentimenta 
than  those  of  the  deepest  respect. 

Mr.  B,  Ucuhunt  observed,  that  the  no- 
ble lord's  conduct  was  calculated  to  place 
the  House  in  a  very  awkward  situation ;, 
for  the  npble  lord  had  distinctly  alledged, 
that  the  Speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man iu  the  chair,  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  was  extremely  questionable ;  and  yet 
he  proposed  to  postpone,  to  a  distant  day, 
the  decision  of  a  charge  so  materially  af- 
fecting the  dignity  of  the  House,  and  the 
character  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
held  the  high  office  of  presiding  over  its 
deliberations.  Now  he  woul^  put  it  to  the 
House,  whethfif  it  would  be  fitting  or  fair 
to  pursue  such  a  line  of  proceeding  towarda 
any  individual  whatever,  whose  conduct 
might  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  that  or  of  any  candid  assembly  ^  On 
this  occasion,  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to 
urge  that  which  he  was  before  prevented 
from  stating,  when-  he  had  endeavoured, 
perhaps  irregularly,  to  press  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  But  although  at  that 
time,  namely,  when  the  noble  lord  gave 
notice  of  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  pro- 
perly Interrupted,  yet  it  must  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  noble  lord,  and  others 
from  whom  the  interruption  proceeded, 
that  a  practice  had  long  prevailed,  uf  put- 
ting questions  to  individual  members  when 
there  was  no  motion  whatever  before  the 
House.    He  therefore,  although,  no  doubt. 
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nol^rioily  re^rtfla^,  did  nM,  in  pti^in|r  %' 
^uemcti  to  th6  noble  lord  re6p6cttng  the 
natdrd  of  big  intended  motion,  detidte 
ifrooi  a  long-permitted  practice.  But  to 
retfert  to  tbe  subject  immediately  aftder 
the  consideration  of  the  HoAse,  he  ^u^bt 
tbat  h  involved  a  question  of  privilege ; 
and  was  h  fair  that  on  sdch  a  question, 
particularly,  the  Speaker,  whose  p^coliar 
duty  it  was  to  take  care  of  the  pr}tile^6s 
of  lihat  House,  should  for  so  long  a  period 
hare  the  censure,  even  by  implicatioii, 
8a9pended  over  his  head,  of  having  dftKbi- 
rately  riolated  thosfe  privileges  ?  He  wis 
ttwkre,  that  no  member  could  be  forced 
to  bring  any  motioh  into  discussion  itionhr 
fbah  he  himdelf  tboogbi  exp^di^tii  $  bctt  be 
Submitted  it  to  the  candoar  6f  itif^  noble 
lord.  Whether  (a^  it  might  be  deemed  ari>- 
logoQs)  if  aniy  charge  were  ttiade  agdinst 
any  public  tninister  ;  t^hether,  if  it  were 
ftlMged  in  that  House  that  diny  letter  ad- 
dressed by  one  minister  t6  another,  or  even 
to  a  suboHinate  officer,  contaihed  some- 
thJTig  "  extrfeitiely  questionable,"  it  wotild 
be  conceived  fair  and  liberal  to  d^ny  the 
Individixal  accused  the  eftrlieA  poi^ible  op- 
portunity of  vindicating  himself  against 
the  accusation  ;  whether  it  would  b^  just 
to  put  off  the  trial  of  the  ^ctused  to  an  in- 
definite period?  If  such  ^  course  were  dot 
juKt,  and  h^  assumed  that  ho  dh^  v^duld 
▼entore  to  assert  it,  how  could  it  be 
justifiable  to  postpohe,  as  the  noble  lord 
proposed,  the  investigation  of  sdch  H  seri- 
008  charge  as  that  which  be  had.thlit 
ni^ht  adviiiieed  agaitilt  an  dfflter  df  the 
highest  diMiiktion  in  tHdt  assetnbl^  ?  Hdw 
edtild  it  be  warrantable  tb  hdid  up  (he 
lionduct  of  sdch  an  exalted  dftcer  (With- 
out any  refereHte  t6  his  persohhl  cha- 
racter) so  long  untried  and  Urtheard,  lo 
jgeneral  suspicion,  or  id^plied  censure  ? — 
(Cries  of  hear,  hear !  on  this  thihistierilil 
benches.)  Of  sdch  conduct  be  (Mr.  B.) 
thought  the  House  add  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  in  the  chair  entitled  to  com- 
plain. Upon  the  merits  of  the  qdenioii, 
to  Which  the  eitpressipns  in  the  speech 
objected  to  by  the  noble  lord  were  under- 
stood to  apply,  he  meant  to  diake  do 
observation  whatever.  That  question 
ought  not,  in  his  judgment,  to  be  at  all 
taken  into  consideration,  in  tiering  the 
speech  alluded  to*  It  Was,  indeed,  in  his 
view,  a  matter  of  indiJOTerehce  what  were 
the  merits  of  the  questiim,  in  a  ctiie  which 
ought  to  be  considered  in  the  abstract, 
'  without  any  reference  to  that  question. 
Of  the  precise  pointy  in  the  speich  to 
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v^hidi  ttN)  nrobltt  loVd  partfftltvrfy  db^ltefi 
ed,  he  (Mr.  B.)  Waa^not  iHf^t;  butti^ 
hope'd  thai,  in  the  eonsideraftfon  of  thsi 
point/  it  was  not  mes^t  to  discUsii  b^  ft 
side  Wind  a  queHion  of  indisputabhs  iifr> 
portatice,  or  to  excite  anid  inflaifie  diw> 
sedtfOfts  and  anhnositiea  whMv  it  wife  i6 
ifir6ch.  Ignore  desirabte  to  heat  and  ailay% 
He,  for  himself;  had  no  hf^shation  lA 
sayin|^,  that  it  Would  be  unfair  to  ttht 
the  dfacdssioft  of  th0  Catholic  quettioi 
vfhh  the  dierfts  of  the  modOA  to  ^hioh 
the  noble  lord's  notice  referred,  and  wifk 
whieh  it  eocdd  have  no  necessary  conViec* 
tion.  If  the  object  of  the  noble  lord's 
motion  wasi  to  censure  the  Spesfker  for 
any  ♦*  excess  df  duty,"  or  departure  ffoit 
parliamentary  practice,  that  ought  to  b% 
stated  at  oncci  and  immedia^ei^  inresti^ 
gated,  without  referring  to  the'  CaihoKo 
question.  Such  reference,  indeed,  b^rrg 
abstained  from  as  irrelevant  to  the  ibotinir, 
that  motion  ffiigbt  be  gone  into  withoiM 
waiting  for  the  auendance  of  the  Irish 
members  |  but  if  it  #ere  resolved  to  mix 
the  two  questions,  the  attendance  should 
be  as  full  as  pojisibl^.  Such  a  discussion 
ought  indeed  to  be  preceded  by  a  calk  of 
the  House ;  wYiile,  if  the  iroble  k>rd^ 
motion  referred  only  to  privilege,  as  it 
ought,  the  House,  as  at  present  attendeid; 
mdst  be  re^rdediis  fullycompec^nt  to  pro«-' 
nounoe  a  correct  decision,  and  the  trirafl 
should  be  immediflitely  protended  opoib; 
for,  a4  the  case  appeared,  there  m^ht  6o 
doubls  ad  to  the  Speaker's  6tness  fof  ttii 
high  office  Which  he  hitd  so  lo^g  occupied* 
Certainly,  ^hat  h^d  occurred  seemed  cal^ 
eolated  to  excite  sdeh  doHibts  in  some 
minds.  .The  proposed  postponement  then 
admitted,  in  his  view,  of  no  Jdilifloatioibv 
particularly  oh  the  grounds  tstated  bf  the 
noble  lord.  But  at  whatever  time,  or 
under  whatever  circumstances^  it  wm^ 
meant  to  bring  the  noble  Idrdi  mtftioft 
under  dfscossioni  it  was  obtiousl]^  news^* 
sary  to  have  thb  document  to  which  tbe 
itibtion  befbre  the  House  alluded ;  and 
the  prodoctidn  df  that  dobument  Was  tfa4 
only  ot^ett  of  the  motion  under  considera^- 
tion.  Of  course^  tben>  that  motion  kmM 
not  be  consistently  opposed.  As  to  ttiO 
character  of  the  speech  alladed  tOi  he 
should  not  at  present  enter  into  the  con^ 
sideration  of  it ;  but  he  most  observe,  thHt 
no  instractioos  were  ever  ofl^red  to  sorf 
Speaker,  as  to  What  he  should  Say  o»  fm^ 
senting  the  ^oney  bills  for  tlie  roysA 
assent;  and  according  to  the  aible.StittO^ 
ment  of  pracedemi,  drawn  op  by  ^  «#• 
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flc^r  if  tfacr  HiMse  (Mr.  fMbeHi  m^  wa 
ood^i^orf),  ti  wsOi  ttsoifY  wi^  Speakers, 
6n  ^r«Mfntiii^  tbe  oiowcn^  bitfoi  to  dtlaftef  <m 
ntnftfr  fiMWMiIra^  ivfariblt  bid  w^f^A  Hm 
itC&tida  of  rhe  Houm  in  thcf  courte  6f  tbe 
^esfeR<mi^  dtid  thiir  coo  wftbobt  anr  prtvioM 
hwtmetionfr.  hi  the  Mtora^  er  tti^  ot»- 
•eirvitioiis  fheii,  a  Speike^  nitg^  hnpote 
motives  to  th^  coodmct  of  x\tt  niajok-ity  or 
mfnorily  th  ibe  ikdoption  or  rejection  of 
certarn  'itieafores^  wiiboat  rncDrriAg  or 
<lesenriii|B  my  ceotuVe.  Tbere  #er^; 
rodeedy  bot  flw  initmices  on  record,  in 
wfaicb  ^  sp^he«  deliv^ed  on  svdi  ot- 
raftions  wi^re  ever  bronghi  under  the  con- 
MerAciOD  of  tb^t  Home.  Tl^  tpeechet 
m  delivered  ih  171 J  tM  il^A  were  to  b^ 
ibirnd  on  tbe  Jo^beU ;  and  tbtee  «peecbe« 
Were  not  Ootiflned  merely  to  obter^atkmK 
Oft  mofifey  biHs;  nor  wn  tbe  a^eeh  of  «ir 
Fletcher  Norton,  wbick/  wtfs  Alto  inserted 
on  the  Joiirnati.  Indeed,  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Lenthtt),  in  the  ooitrse  of  the 
iJbir^  Pdfrlmmenft,  adverted  to  ft  tnriMy  of 
topics.  Bet  It  coiAd  iiot  be  hrfiferred  fttm 
itemere  tlf«ertioii  of  any  of  those  ipeeched 
in  ^le  Journals,  that  they  had  of  eonr^ 
the  eip^rdbfltioo  of  the  House;  for  th^ 
tMXrixy  tfppteretf  froa  tbe  discoisioet 
which  took  plao^  upon  sir  Fletcher  Nor« 
ito'e  speeeh  effei-  Mcb  Insertion.  There- 
hft%»  the  proposed  insertion  of  th^  speech 
thea  mtder  comideHition,  coold  not  be 
coiitehid^  to  imply  an  apptobmioo  Orf 
Jti  contents  and  character.  Indeed, 
iieh  imfettion  wis  indisp^n^libte  io  a 
hfM  constdercitibtt  of  the  ca^Ae;  Which 
MndidOnittMi  OOght,  in  hk  optnion,  to  be 
teter^  into  at  toon  as  possible,  in  order 
p$  Mstortain  whether  tbere  wiis  ground  for 
the  inaitthii^font  Which  had  gohe  fbrth 
t^n  this  subject ;  end  Whether  the  kpeech 
«b  ifittch  iinittiadterted  Upon,  reAHy  eoh- 
tCfitted  Uny  thhig  repugnent  to  tho  pritl^ 
leg^eof  the  Hobs^. 

Mr.  m/HbreM  sttid^  thM  the  toot9t 
Whieft  bed  b«eh  tAken  by  the  hon,  Aem- 
Nir  fbr  Surrey  on  thil  occasion  yrtt  quite 
Qopr^O^dMted.  It  was  indeed,  hift  be- 
Khved,  tbe  tery  first  time  that  a  liolice  of 
inecfhll  had  been  interfered  with  in  sUeb 
tt  bta^i*  as  tbe  hOh.  motor  had  thought 
|)h>per  to  ^opt  With  respect  to  ihAi  of 
the  nobl6  lordi  who  tntght  in  fiftt  have 
bHMIght  forirard  his  motion  wftboot  aOj" 
Mtib6  Ut  atli  or  at  H^%%  vrithoot  ah  jr  notice 
hntS)  very  ne^i*  the  period  at  Which  he  pro- 
pb^ed  iobrin];  his  motion  bef^e  the  Houte. 
U^  Wh«  jo^  ground  then  could  th^ 
tKMh  Idrd  bd  c«AI(ittd  fbr  the  Ktte  he  had 
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tAen  ^  B«<  he  confessed  that  be  coohi 
not  prei^isely  miderstand  tbe  groodda  or 
tbe  VieWtf  of  the  boh.  i»6Ver,  nor  those  of 
th\e  right  hon,  g^nlll^mafii  who  hod  spoken 
las^'  althoihgh  he  had  spokenr  so  hmg.  le 
seemed  to  be  tbe  intention  to  prevent  the 
extenaion  of  time  proposed  by  tbe  nobie 
lord'^  notice;  and,  by  foi lowing  op  thw 
present  motion  with  something,  to  get  rid 
of  that  in  the  cor^templation  of  tbe  noble 
lOrd.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of  thie 
nkotion,  he  need  not  profess  that  whieh* 
he  was  kOown  to  fee^  nemety,  the  highesv 
respect  fw  the  general  conduct  of  the 
right  hOn.  gemleman  in  the  discharge  Of 
the  duties  which  appertained  to  the  high^ 
office  he  occupied  in  the  chair  of  that 
House.  From  his  observation  indeed  of 
that  condoct^  Ya  cOuM  not  hesitate  to  be^ 
hit  testimony  to  the  superiority  of  |he 
right  hon.  ^mileman,  to  ahy  other  Speakef 
whom  be  had  ever  vetn.  But  stilt  he 
must  say,  that  the  right  hon.  gemleatanf 
wes  not  ailihoriited  in  what  he  was  re« 
ported  to  hate  said  in  another  piece ;  and 
also,  that,  f^oni  the  eirperience  of  the  pre-* 
ipant  session,  he  Would  prove  to  be  ait 
cmamhenticated  ei^pound^  of  the  senti- 
ments of  that  House.  These  sentiments, 
hoWerer,  must  be  fairly  a«c«>itained;  antl 
he  hoped  that  neither  tbe  dignity  (^  the 
House,  nor  that  of  the  right  hon.  gemle- 
man in  tbe  chair,  w6ttid  be  cumpromised^ 
by  attempting  in  any  sor^ptitious  manner^ 
through  a  tote  in  a  thin  House,  and  in 
the  absence  of  tbe  Irish  members,  to 
av^t  tbe  ample  and  just  investigation  of 
Such  an  important  subject.  Yet  he  Waw 
not,  he  owned,  friendly  to  the  motion  at 
present;  because  he  apprehended  that 
the  object,  ih  desiring  the  production  of 
this  paper,  might  be,  prematurely  to  presa 
the  discussion  alluded  to.  With  respect 
to  the  question,  tbe  argumentetiy^  Speech 
of  the^  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  did  not  serve  to  convince  his  mind^ 
that  the  Speaker  could  be  authorised  iil 
isaking  use  of  such  expressions  as  w^r6 
en  this  occasion  referred  to.  Indeed^  th^ 
right  hon.  gentleman's  interpretation  of 
the  precedents  he  had  alluded  to  appear- 
ed quite  erroneous ;  those  precedents  ob- 
tiouSly  implying  that  the  Speaker's  autho*> 
rity  rel^rr^  to  acts  don^ ;  but  that  to  aca 
hot  done,  he  bad  ho  authority  whateter 
to  adtert.  Upon  the  allusion,  then,  whick 
Was  reported  to  hate  been  made  by .  th^ 
Speaker  in  this  caSe,  he  felt  himself  junt« 
fied  in  impugning  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
ihaa'i  Mtthortty.    Nothlhg>  in  ftct^  had 
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becQ  done  to  warrant  the  allosion.  ^  He 
denied,  indeed,  that  anjr  proceeding  bad 
been  taken  by  the  Hoose  upon  the  im- 
portant question  alluded  to,  of  which  the 
tight  hon.  gentleman  in  the  chair  could, 
strictly  speaking,  have  any  cognisance ; 
l^ut  here  he  would,  of  course,  be  under- 
stood to  speak  of  him  as  a  public -officer, 
and  not  as  an  individual  member. — Recur- 
ring to  the  motion,  the  hon.  member  re- 
peated the  expression  of  his  hope,  that  if 
the  motion  were  acceded  to,  no  proceed- 
ing would  be  taken,  on  the  production  of 
this  paper,  inconsistent  with  the  dignity 
of  the  House.     He  hoped  also,  that  it  was 
not  the  object  of  the  hon.  mover  or  his 
advisers  to  press  any  motion  in  this  busi- 
ness with,  a  view  to  obtain  some  accession 
or  appearance  of  strength  to  their  side 
with  regard  to  the  Catholic  question  :  yet 
he  could  not  help  saying,  that  there  was 
ground  for  apprehension,  if  the  discussion 
which  the  noble  lord's  notice  had  in  view 
were  pressed,  particularly  in  the  absence 
of  the  Irish  members.  But  the  hon.  mover 
bad  observed,    that  the   Irish  members 
ought  to  be  present  in  the  House  ;  and  to 
be  sure  it  was  very  well  for  the  representa- 
tive of  a  county  immediately  adjoining 
the  metropolis  to  make  such  an  ^  assertion 
with  regard  to  those  representatives  whose 
residence  was  at  so  many  hundred  miles 
distance.     It  was  undoubtedly  true,  ^hat 
•ince  the  Union  the  Irish  members  were 
ci^lled  upon  to  attend  their  duty  in  that 
House;    but  some  consideration  was  due 
to  gentlemen  who  resided  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, particularly  when  parliament  was 
convened  at  so  early  a  period ;  and  there- 
fore the  Irish  members  did  not  quite  de- 
serve the  criticism  of  the  hon.  mover, 
who  could  with  so  little  inconvenience 
attend  the  meetings  of  that  House.    With 
respect  to  the  noble  lord  behind  him,  he 
had  certainly  had  no  concert  or  communi- 
cation whatever  with  his  lordship,  before 
he  made  the  observation  alluded  to  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session;     He  had  indeed 
heard,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  noble  lord  to 
submit  a  motion  to  the  House  respecting 
the  Speaker's  speech  ;  and  if  he  had  not 
10  heard,  he  might  probably  himself  have 
felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  under 
discussion.      But   as  to    the  conduct  of 
the  noble  lord  on  the  occasion,  he  might 
possibly  feel  himself  in  some  difficulty, 
whether  he  ought  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention   immediately  on    the    opening 
of  the  session,  or    postpone  that  notice 
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ontil  after  the  recess.  Had  he  realljr  feU 
such  difficulty,  the  noble  lord's  decision 
was,  beyond  question,  the  more  eligible; 
and*  the  hon.  mover's  interference  with 
him  was  quite  without  precedent.  The 
hon.  mover  and  others  had  complained  of 
the  noble  lord's  having  utjtered  a  serious 
censure  upon  the  Speaker ;  whereas  the 
noble  lord's  original  notice  was  a  simple 
annunciation  of  the  mel-e  fact,  that  be 
meant  to  bring  the  speech  alluded  to  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  expression  of  censure 
whatever.  Still,  those  who  made  the 
complaint  would  press  the  noble  lord  for 
a  detail  of  his  grounds  and  intentions;  and 
if  he  complied  with  their  demahd,  they: 
would,  no  doubt,  immediately  exclaim— 
"  Now  you  have  sent  out  your  complaints 
against  the  Speaker,  do  vou  mean  to  go  no 
farther,  but  leave  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
subject  to  such  imputations  until  after  the 
recess?" — All  this,  and  other  reasons, 
would,  no  doubt,  be  urged  prematurely  to 
get  rid  of  the  noble  lord's  motion.  Such, 
he  feared,  was  the .  end  in  view ;  and 
therefore  he  was  adverse  to  this  motion, 
although  he  should  readily  vote  for  the 
production  of  the  document  alluded  to  at 
a.  proper  time  before  the  noble  lord's 
motion  should  be  brought  forward.  Still 
he  could  not  help  repeating  his  wish  and 
hope,  that  no  attempt  wuulu  be  made,  on 
the  production  of  this  document,  to  inter- 
fere with  the  original  notice  of  the  noble 
Jord ;  but  that  the  whole  matter  would  i>e 
left  to  the  discretion  and  candour  of  the 
noble  lord— to  that  discretion  which  could 
not  be  questioned,  and  to  .that  caodouc 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  genileoian  in 
the  chair  must  be  90  ready  to  rely.   ' 

Lord  Caalcreagk  observed,  that  the 
House  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in 
the  chair ,  were,  upon  this  occasion, 
placed  in  a  very  painful  predicament ; 
and,  highly  respecting  the  character  of 
the  noble  lord,  he  would  appeal  to  his 
candour,  whether  it  was  not  due  to.  the 
House,  and  to  justice,  to  bring  forward, 
with  all  practicable  expedition,  a  ques-^ 
tion  so  materially  affecting  the  charac- 
ter of  the  chair;  whether  it  wouId.be 
reconcilable  with  common  fairness,  to 
allow  a  charge  so  derogatory  to  the 
Speaker,  as  the  transgression  or  his  duty, 
to  remain  suspended  over  his  head  so' long 
as  the  noble  lord  had  mentioned.  If  it 
were  only  the  object  of  the  noble  lord  to 
discuss  the  Speaker's  performance  of  bis 
duty,  or  attention -to  privilege,  that  was  a 
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<|[Qe8tion  upon  which  he  thooght,  with  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Bathursl),  the  Hoofe 
in  the  present  state  of  iu  attendance  w«8 
lolly  competent  to  decide ;  hot  if  with 
that  it  were  intended  to  connect  another 
inotion,  which  must  require  a  larger' at- 
tendance,'particolarly  of  Irish  members, 
he  could  not  forbear  from  most  earnestly 
deprecating  the  intention  ;  for  he  should 
always  be  adverse  to  the  discussion  of  that 
great  question  collaterally.  « Deeply  as  he 
Mi  inter^ted  in  its  progress^  and  anxious 
as  h^  was  for  its  ultimate  success^  he  must 
ever  protest  against  any  proceeding  cal- 
culated to  introduce  its  discussion  by  a 
side  windy  to  fritter  down  its  great  import- 
ance«  or  to  ditide  those  who  were  other- 
wise disposed  to  agree  upon  its  real  merits. 
But,  whatever  might  be  the  noble  lord's 
6bjecty  none  could  consistently  disagree 
with  a  motion  which  only  proposed  to  put 
the  House  and  the  country  in  possession 
of  a  document  upon  which  the  noble  lord 
proposed  to  found  his  motion,  and'  which 
nad  been  the  subject  of  so  much  animad- 
version — of  animadversion,  in  his  judg- 
menty  quite  misapplied,  because  resting 
upon  an  erroneous  interpretation  of  an 
expression  in  the  speech  alluded  to.  Upon 
the  real  character  of  this  expression  he 
did  not  at  present  propose  to  dwell— but 
he  would  appeal  to  th«  consideration  of 
the  House,  and  the  justice  of  the  public, 
whether,  fairly  viewing  the  situation  of 
the  Speaker,  acting  without  instructions 
from  the  House,  in  the  discharge  of  a 
critical  trust  and  responsible  duty,  he 
should,  where  it  is  impossible  to  ascribe 
an  improper  motive,  be  held  subject  to 
censure  for  any  mere  inaccuracy  of  ex- 

Eression,  or  error  of  inference  ; — whether 
e  should  be  solemnly  condemned  for  in- 
coBclosive  reasoning^-for  an  imperfect 
efibrt  to  anatomize  the  motives  of  that 
House,  or  an  incorrect  description  of  those 
motives? — So  much  he  (lord  C.)  was  led 
to  say  in  anticipation  of  the  noble  lord's 
motion ;  which  he  trusted  would  be 
brought  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  House  and  the  chair 
from  the  painfbl  situation  in  which  they 
were  placed  by  a  notice  which,  implying 
censure,  certainly  suggested  the  propriety 
of  acceding  to  the  motion  under  consider- 
ation. 

A  Member  under  the  gallery,  whose 
name  we  could  not  learn,  observed,  that 
the  noble  lord  had  not  explained,  whe- 
ther the  question  ought  to  be  considered 
ts  one  of  privilege,  or  one  involving  the 


propriety  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  Speaker's  speech.  If  the  former,  the 
discussion  did  not  require  further  delay ; 
if  the  latter,  it  became  necessary. 

Mr.  C.  W,  Wyme  said,  that  this  was  an 
important  subject,  on  which  the  fullest  in- 
formation should  be  procured.  He  dif- 
fered in  some  degree  from  the  hon.  se- 
conder of  the  motion.  Its  chief  object 
should  be,  whether  the  speech  of  the 
Speaker  should  go  forth  to  the  public  as 
convey  ins:  the  sentiments  of  the  whole 
House.'  He  agreed,  that  the  possession  of 
the  idocument  itself  was  necessary ;  and 
wished,  that,  if  it  should  arise  from  future 
practice,  that  the  custom  of  addressing  the 
throne  should  be  allowed,  the  speech 
made  by  the  Speaker  on  that  occasion 
should  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  order  to  become  a 
fair  and  open  subject  of  discussion.  He 
would  request  the  hon.  mqver  to  add  the 
words  '<  for  the  use  of  the  members''  to 
his  motion.  . 

Mr.  Tienuy  said,  '*  I  have  heard  much  of 
assertions,  t^at  the  notice  of  my  noble 
friend's  motion  has  put  the  Speaker  in  a 
painful  sitnation;  whereas,  in  point  of 
fact,  you^  the  Speaker,  have  put  yourself 
in  that  situation,  by  a  speech  which  you 
thought  proper  to  make  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament;  which  speech^ 
in  my  opinion,  and  in  that  of  many  think- 
ing men,  deserves  the  serious  attention 
and  consideration  of  this  House;  for  in 
that  speech  you  uttered  an  assertion,  bear- 
ing an  interpretation  calculated  to  excite 
patn,  not  only  among  those  who  voted  for 
the  Catholic  Bill  in  the  course  of  last  ses- 
sion, but  among  four  millions  of  your 
fellow- subjects ;  who  having  been  placed 
in  a  state  of  painful  delicacy  for  four 
months,  during  which  there  was  no  op*> 
portunity  to  call  upon  you  for  any  expla- 
nation, it  cannot  be  too  much  for  you  to 
wait  fof  two  months,  until  the  Irish  mem«^ 
hers,  who  are  most  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, are  able  to  attend  this  House." — Ad- 
verting to  the  conduct  of  lord  Morpeth, 
Mr.  Tierney  maintained,  that  it  was 
marked  by  peculiar  delicacy  and  candour. 
The  noble  lord  had  not  attempted  to  ex- 
cite any  prepossession  or  prejudice  against 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  cnalr ; 
nor  had  he  uttered  any  thing  that  could 
be  even  construed  into  an  accusation,  in 
the  harsh  sense  of  the  word.  All  his 
noble  friend  alleged  was,  that  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  such  as 
deserved  the  consideration—- as  ought  to 
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he  jooiiirei  iafeo  bjr  tiiat  Home,  Hit 
noble  friend  did  not  tay,  or  iasiiuiale,  nor 
f^ould  he  (Mr.  T )  j^y  of  any  genriowan^ 
that  he  had  oltered  tittt  which  was  inca- 
pable of  jusfeilicaiioo.  Bii^  ito  make  ^at 
justification  satisfaciory  to  (public  jaalLce, 
and  creditable  to  ih^  right  iioo.  gentleman 
hiinseiC  it  ougbt  to  taJke  place  in  a  iiiU 
House. 

Mr.  R^der  complained,  that  vben  there 
bad  been  an  opportunity  three  months 
ago  of  taking  into  coosidieralion  whether 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Speaker 
were  of  a  qaestionable  nature  or  not^  the 
charge  had  been  so  lonff  suspended.  He 
would  ask,  whether  this  was  consistent 
witii  that  candour  and  justice  which  he 
knew  regulated  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
lord  (he  might  say  his  noble  friend)  in 
private  and  public  life  ?  Sncb  a  mode  he 
ibought  entirely  unprecedented.  If  the 
question  did  not  relate  to  the  first  aotho* 
rity  in  that  House,  would  the  noble  lord, 
or  any  other  member,  consider  it  coosis- 
tent  with  justice  and  liberality  to  keep  a 
charge  so  long  suspended  os^r  any  indi- 
vidual, without  calling  for  a  ^liscussion  ? 
He  was  confident  that  no  impuution  of 
undue  motives  would  be  cast  on  the 
Speaker's  conduct,  and  .protested  against 
the  method  pursued,  aatotallyon^ppprted 
hy  precedent. 

rnr.  Abenoiombie  would  not  haire  risen, 
had  jt  not  been  for  one  expression,  which 
he  thought  should  not  go  uncontradicted. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that 
the  motion  on  the  Speaker's  speech  ought 
to>  have  been  made  at  his  return  from  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  not  kept  suspended 
fiMT  months  over  his  head.  Was  he  igno* 
vant  that  this  was  an  utter  impoasibifity, 
as  this  House  no  longer  existed  as  the 
Commoas^  House  when  the  >Speaker  had 
justheen  attending  at  the  prorogation  of 
•parliament i  It  was  impossible  that  .it 
ahould  have  been  bound  by  any  noUce 
his  noble  friend  might  have  given,  and 
anch  conduct  would  have  been  quite  un- 
.parliamentary.  He  thought  the  .charge 
of  want  of  candour  and  of  Justice  brought 
Aq;ainst  his  noble  friend  totally  unfounded. 
-The  decision  to  which  the  House  was 
>calM  was  most  important.  If  it  shoold 
Ibe  found  that  the  Speaker  had  acted  con- 
sistently with  precedent  and  principle,  all 
4if  course  most  approve  his  Conduct.  If 
Jie  was  deficient  in  precedent  but  right  in 
.principle,  it  would  become  a  considera- 
tion, whether  his  act  should  be  sanctioned 
^y  ^^e  approbation  of  padiament,  and 
§ 


ioilitntiid  us  a  fi^Qd««|t  f«r  ffitwrc  m^ 
sioAs.  Sot  if  neOitier  sopfijPMr^  by  prer 
cedent,  nor.r^gbt  in  prinioiple,  a  due  exr 
poession  pf  tbe  AitapprAbalion  of  th^ 
Houae  tdywild  he  pro^A^wced.  U  W9^ 
thero<<M^  ei i49nt,  t^at  im  ^  qme^tMiP  9f 
this  AoportwiciB,  tlve  My^  ^tt^odapc^ 
poisthie  4hoMUI  b»  .pritcured.  Tbja  .waa 
scarcely  U>ib^  oxpect^  bafgre  thp  cece^ 
wi  thenaGQaie  it  coujd  h^ly  bfi  iSaisly  de , 
bated  uptU  aft^  ^bM  .vvas  ov^r.  The 
varWy  pf  optfUao^  mtomIjI  naturally  Ky 
considentble.  Sonne  nutgbt  tbipk  that  tb^ 
Speal(er  bad  no  right  to  addrei^  th« 
thrpne  \n  the  manner  kfi  did  at  the  cI<hia 
of  l4«t  aei^i«n.  lOtherf  might  admit  tb^ 
rigbt,^ttt  object  to  the  nature  Qfhis^ee<^» 
and  of  tbe.sentimejii^it  contsined.  Then 
to  4t^eaipt  tp  dJ3CU98  Jibe  subject  Tvithput 
the  fnUest  attendance,  .would  he  do\ng  in- 
justice to  the  Speaker  aAd  to  the  country. 
The  great  ol\jec;t  of  the  SIpeaker  must  be,  to 
bavetbe  question  divided  after  full  and  dis- 
passionate deliberatiqn.  He  must  depre- 
cate any  anticipatory  discussions;  and 
the  noble  lord  had  a4opl.ed  the  only 
course  which  promised  equal  justice  to 
ihfi  Speaker  and  to  the  public. 

The  question  being  abp>it  \o  be  put 
from  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  said>  I  hop^  I  .may  bp  al- 
lowed to  make  a  short  ob^ervaliap  bi^ore 
I  pat  the  question.— -(Aery, c/'he;ar^ bear  I) 
— I  sball  fqrhear.  at  pm^ient,  frqn>  offering 
aity  thing  in  justification  of , my  .conduct, 
because  the  consideration  of  thjtt  qpe^tiaii 
is, not  nojvhc^re  ynu— but  I  i^.pi^cipAred 
to  assure yon,.tbat  I, f^el  the  m.c^t  coslM^t 
persn^iSMP  .nf  4>eing  a^)e  to  j^tisfy  this 
Houie,  that  I  h^e  in.pp  r^ect\w^^t/^var 
trnnsgresai^d  the  duties  of.my  of^f^ 

The  motion  ,>viispnt  opd  carri^. 

MoTiQH  ,Q,f  Thanhs  jo   Fiieu>  ]Mapi- 

8H4L     TUB     MaROJUIS    .^T     WfiLMNGTCtM.] 

Lord  Caukr^kpon  ri^in^,  iopursuiuice  of 
a  notice  which  he  had  given  on  this  sub- 
ject,  alluded  to  tbe  h4ppy  time  in  .)ybioh 
he  bad  tbis  pleasant  duty  to  perform ; 
and  .said,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  ^to  this  question,  he  was  persti^i^d 
that  np  dpubt  remf^ined  ip  the  minds  of 
any  of  them,  that  the  t>{\ttle  of  Yittoria 
was  that  ,gi;e^t  .crisis  wl^ich  decv4ed  the 
question  of  the  military  possession  of  the 
peoinsola  in  favpur  of  the  allies.  I^ince 
this  great  event,  he  oiight  congratulate 
parliament  on  a  series  of  successes  on  the 
part  of  the  allied  armies,  which  had  placed 
the  )v$ir  in  a  jutoation  potass  prom«iog 
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in  comparison  of  iu  former  $tate>  than  that 
to  which  il  had  been  elevated  by  the 
victory  of  Viftoria.  .  In  the  military  an- 
nals of  modern  tiroes,  there  never  had 
been  a  train  of  successes  on  the  theatre  pf 
Ivar  more  glorions  to  the  armies  engaged, 
more  gratifying  to  the  nations  of  Europe, 
or  more  promising  of  ultimate  triumph  to 
the  cause,  than  the*  events  which  had, 
formed  the  great  crisis  of  the  war  in  the 
peninsula ;  and  he  trusted,  thai  the  victory 
at  Leipsic  would  be  followed  by  events  of 
as  decisive  an  influence  on  the  war  in  that 
part  of  th^  continent,  as  those  which  had 
occurred  since  the  battle  of  Vittoria  had 
produced  on  the  success  of  the  cause  of 
Spain.  The  details  of  these  events,  so 
deeply  graven  on  the  minds  of  English- 
men, would  not  gain  any  additional  lustre 
by  repetition;  but  there  was  one  general 
feature  in  the  present  state  of  the  war, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  allude  to,  as  of 
the  utmost  value  :-^the  transactions  since 
the  battle  of  Vittoria  proved,  more  than  all 
the  former  operations  of  the  war,  the  per- 
fection to  which  the  native  troops  of  the 
peninsula  had  attained  ;  and  as  the  only 
object  of  the  British  nation,  in  interposing 
the  shield  of  its  arms  between  the  nations 
of  the  pepinsula  and  French  aggression, 
was,  to  enable  them  to  put  themselves  in 
a  state  to  fight  their  own  battles ;  so  it 
must  be  most  gratifying  to  us  to  learn, 
that  the  great  end  of  our  interposition  had 
/been  answered,  and  that  the  troops  of 
Portugal  and  Spain  were  in  that  high  state 
6f  effectiveness,  which  justified  the  Prince 
Begent  in  saying,  in  his  speech  from  the 
throne,  that  in  steadiness  and  unconquer- 
able  spirit  the  three  nations  were  equal. 
Not  only  in  battles  had  this  spirit  been 
displayed,  but  in  the  most  arduous  duties 
of  the  military  profession— in  the  assault 
of  fortresses,  and  particularly  that  of  St. 
Sebastian ;  than  which,  there  was  no 
similar  instance  in  the  annals  of  War  that 
was  worthy  of  more  renown.  For  the 
arduous  duties  of  storming  that  place,  the 
Portuguese  troops  were  selected;  and 
anch  was  their  military  ardour,  that  the 
battalions  who  were  not  ordered  to  under- 
take the  duty,  begged  for  a  share  of  the 
danger  of  the  assault.  It  was  a  Portuguese 
battalion,  seconded  by  another  body  of 
their  countrymen,  which  crossed  the  river, 
and  effected  the  first  lodgment  in  the  walls 
6f  the  town.  It  wa»  most  gratifying  to 
Great  Britain,  who  had  made  such  tSoris 
in  their  canse,  to  find  that  the  troops  of 
both  the  nations  of  the  peninsula  had  ar- 
(VOL.XXVILy 
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rived  at  this  state  of  eflRsciive  discipline. 
When  the  French^  on  a  late  occasion, 
crossed  the  river  in  front  of  their  position, 
the  Spanish  troops  under  general  Freyre, 
as  it  were,  in  single  combat, '  drOve  theol 
repeatedly  across  the  river;  and  lord  Wei- 
lington,  who  saw  and  admired  their  be« 
haviour,  would  not  suffer  the  rest  of  the 
army  to  take  from  them  any  part  of  their 
glory.  From  this  most  desirable  state  of 
things,  in  the  event  of  a  favourable  occa* 
sion,  the  defence  of  the  peninsular  nation* 
might  be  Uft  to  their  own  vigorous  and 
disciplined  troops;  and  we  most  (bel,  that 
these  nations,  who  had  contended  with  so 
much  ardour  for  their  liberty,  were  now» 
from  their  martial  spirit,  capable  of  taking 
charge  of  their  own  coumiries  asaih^t  any . 
hostile  attacks.  As  to  the  attacks  bn  St. 
Sebastian  (for  It  was  not  one  only  in  which 
the  Portuguese  and  SpaOish  troops  Werd 
employed),  it  was  not  necessaty  lostate^ 
that  the  nature  of  the  place  was  such,  that 
if  the  first  did  fail,  th^  failure  was  attend- 
ed with  no  loss  of  honour.  Perhaps  no 
siece  was  ever  more  ardtions  in  any  war, 
and  the  praise  of  the^  conquest  was  not 
more  due  to  the  valour  of  the  soldiers  than 
to  the  skill  of  that  general  who  had  now 
returned  to  his  native  land,  after  bar- 
ing planted  the  victorious  standard  of  hll 
country  in  the  French  territory.  Thak 
general  adopted  in  the  time  of  utmost 
need  an  expedient  which  had  never  beford 
been  ventured  on,  and  which  was  as  well 
executed  as  conceived,  to  which  the  fait 
of  the  place  was  principally  to  be  attri* 
buted.  Neither  was  it  necessary  to  carry 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  difficulty 
of  the  operations  by  which  the  frontiers 
of  Spain  had  been  secured :  perhaps,  eveii 
in  the  extensive  experience  of  lord  Wel- 
lington, there  never  were  operations  more 
arduous.  From  the  nature  of  the  country 
the  enemy  were  able  to  pour  into  on6 
valley  the  whole  pressure  of  their  name* 
rical  superiority,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
ff  all  ant  resistance  of  the  troops  opposed  to 
them,  were  able  to  penetrate  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Pamplona.  When  the  de« 
ficiency  of  the  military  communication 
between  valley  and  valley  was  considered, 
and  the  consequent  difficulties  which  th6 
troops  had  to  surmount,  the  manner  in 
which  lord  Wellington  combined  his 
forces,  after  a  series  of  operations  which 
occupied  no  less  than  six  or  seven  days^ 
and,  with  but  a  portion  of  his  army,  not 
only  repulsed  all  the  attacks  of  one  of  the 
most  able  generals  of  the  enemy,  marshal 
(F) 
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Soult  (in  a  series  of  combats^  in  which  ihe 
bayonet,  that  weapon  which  it  i«  the  pe- 
culiar pride  of  ihe  British,  and  at  present 
of  the  .Spanish  and  Portuguese  troops,  to 
use,  was  more  frequently  than  in  any 
forroer  occasion,  resorted  to),  but  drove 
hiip  b^k  with  immense  loss  into  the  ter- 
ritory, of  France,  must  be  a  matter  of  the 
highest  admiration.  Since  that  period, 
thi$  great  commander  had  driven  the 
enemy  from  the  position  which  he  had 
chosen,  and  had  established  himself  in  a 
situation  where,  with  greater  facility,  he 
'  might  iindertake  any  operatioh  to  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  resort.  He 
(lord  Castlereagh)  had  no  doubt  that  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  on  this  as  on 
a  former,  occasion,  that  lord  Wellington 
had  manifested  himself  the  first  com* 
mander  of  the  age ;  that  the  troops  under 
his  command  had  not  shewn  themselves 
inferior  to  their  former  conduct;  and 
that  oor  allies  had  acted  as  Great  Britain 
would  always  wish  her  allies  to  act,  and 
not  only  had  become  rivals  of  our  troops, 
but  hadt  stood  on  that  footing  of  perfect 
equality  with  them  which  had  been  exult- 
ingly  remarked  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne.  The  expression  of  the  feelings 
of  the  House  on  the  subject,  would  be  the 
most  gratifying  to  the  nations  of  the  pen- 
insula, and  the  most  animating  to  the 
further  exertions  which  were  still  neces* 
sary  tp^uccess. — He  concluded  by  moving, 
"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  Field.  Marshal  the  Marquis  of 
Wellington,  knight  of  the  most  noble 
order,  of  the.  6arter>  for  the  consummate 
ability,  indefatigable  exertion,  and  ad- 
mirable judgment  displayed  by  him  in  the 
operations  which  succeeded  the  battle  of 
Vittoria  ;  by  which  the  enemy  have  been 
compelled  to  .abandon  the  western  pro- 
vinces of  2)pain,  and  the  allied  army  finally 
established  on  the  frontier  of  France.'' 
This  motion  was  carried,  nem.  con. 

Thanks  TO  Lieut.  General  Sir  Thomas 
Graham^  &c.J  Lord  Castlereach  then 
moved.  "  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House 
be  -given  to  lieutenant  general  sir  Tho- 
mas Graham,  knight  of  the  most  honour- 
able order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  eminent  ser- 
vices performed  by  him  in  the  course  of 
the  late  military  operations  in  Spain ;  par- 
ticularly for  the  ability,  enterprize,  and 
perseverance,  with  which  he  conducted  the 
liege  and  capture  of  the  town  and  castle 
^  St.  Sebastian." 

Carried,  ncm.  con* 


<His  lordship  th^n  proposed  the  following 
Resolutions,  all  of  whifh  were  carried, 
nem.  con, 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  lieutenant-generals  sir  Stapleton 
Cotton,  knight  of  the  most  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath,  sir  Rowland  Hill,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath, 
marshal  sir  William  Carr  Beresford,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath» 
lieutenant-generals  George  earl  of  Dal- 
housie,  knight  of  the  most .  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath,  sir  Thomas  Picton« 
knight  of  the  most  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath,  the  honourable  sir  Galbraith 
Lowry  Cole,  knight  of  the  most  honour- 
able order  of  the  Bath,  the  honourable  sir 
William  Stewart,  knight  of  the  most  ho^ 
riourable  order  of  the  Bath,  major-generala 
William  Anson,  sir  George  Murray,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath, 
quarter  master  general  James  Kempt,  th^ 
honourable  sir  Edward  M.  PakehhaoD, 
knight  of  the  most  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath,  William  Henry  Pringl.e,  Edward 
Barnes,  William  Inglis»  John  Byng,  Denis 
Pack,  Robert  Ross,  and  brigadier- general 
Archibald  Campbell,  of  the  Portuguese 
service,  for  the  valour,  steadiness,  and 
exertion  so  successfully  displayed  by 
them  in  repelling  the  repeated  attack^ 
made  on  the  positions  of  the  allied  army 
by  the  whole  French  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  marshal  Soult,  between  the  2^tb 
July  and  1st  August  last. 

"That  the  Thanks  of  this.  House  be 
given  to  lieutenant-general  sir  James 
Leith,  knight  of  the  most  honourable  order 
of  the  Bath,  major-generals  John  Oswald, 
Edward  Philips  Robinson,  William  Fre- 
derick Spry,  Andrew  Hay,  and  brigadier- 
general  John  Wilson,  of  the  Portuguese 
service,  for  their  distinguished  intrepidity^ 
and  gallant  perseverance  in  the  late  siege 
and  capture  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Saa 
Sebastian. 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  siven 
to  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  £rces 
serving  in  Spain  under  the  command  of 
field  marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  ' 
for  the  distinguished  valolir,  zeal,  and 
ability  displayed  by  them  on  the  several 
glorious  occasions  on  which  they  have 
been  employed,  from  the  date  of  the  battle 
of  Vittoria  to  that  of  the  establishment  oC 
the  allied  array  on  the  frontier  of  France. 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge and  approve  of  the  distinguished 
bravery,  zeal,  and  discipline  manifested 
by  the   uon- commissioned    officers    and 
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soldiers  of  his  Majesty's  forces  serving  in 
Spain  Qjoder  the  command  of  field  marshal 
the  marquis  of  Wellington  on  the  several 
glorious  occasions  on  which  they  have 
beien  employed,  from  the  date  of  the  battle 
of  Vittoria  to  that  of  the  establishment  of 
the  allied  army  on  the  frontier  of  France. 
■''That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  able  services  performed  by  the 
several  general  officers,  officers,  non- com- 
missioned officers,  and  private  soldiers  of 
the  Spanish  forces  serving  und^r  the  com- 
mand'of  field  marshal  the  marquis  of  Wel- 
lington during  the  whole  of  the  operations 
which  have  succeeded  the  battle  of  Vit- 
toria,  and  particularly  for  the  very  dis- 
tinguished valour  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played by  them  in  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy's  most  desperate  attack  on  the 
whole  front  of  the  position  of  the  Spanish 
troops  on  the  heights  of  San  Marcial  on 
the  3l8t  of  August  last,  and  in  their  attack 
on  the  enemy's  position  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Bidassoa  on  the  /ih  October  1813. 
"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  zeal,  valour,  and  discipline  which 
the  officers,  oon-com missioned  officers,  and 
private  soldiers  of  the  Portuguese  forces 
imder  the  immediate  command  of  marshal 
sir  William  Carr  Beresford  have,  to  their 
lasting  honour,  eminently  displayed  in 
every  enterprize  and  action  since  the 
baule  of  Vittoria." 

^  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  commu- 
nicate the  said  Resolutions  to  field  marshal 
the  marquis  of  Wellington ;  and  that  he 
be  requested  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  signify 
the  same  to  liemenant  generals  sir  Thomas 
Graham,  the  earf  of  Dalhousie,  and  sir 
James  Leith,  and  to  major  generals  Wil- 
liam Anson,  sir  George  Murray,  James 
Kempt,  the  honourable  sir  Edward  M. 
Pakenham,  Edward  Barnes,  William  Inglis, 
John  Byng,  Denis  Pack,  Robert  Ross,  John 
Oswald,£idward  Philips  Robinson,  William 
Prederick  Spry,  and  Andrew  Hay,  and 
brigadier  generals  Archibald  Campbell, 
and  John  Wilson. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Wednndmf,  Nav^  10. 

CovMiTTEE  OP  Supply.]  After  a  few 
observations  from  Mr.  W.  Keene,  the 
Chantcellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  lord 
Castlereagh, 

Mr.  fr.  Dtmdoi  rose,  to  move  for  the 
nnmber  of  seamen  for  the  ensuing  year.' 
He  0b9erT6d/  that  the  naval  expences  had 
exceeded  in  two  brancAes—that  of  vic- 


tualling, and  that  of  wear  and  tear ;  which 
last  was  imputable  to  the  extended  nature 
of  the  service  oA  which  our  navy  had  been 
engaged.  He  moved;  that  140,000  sea- 
men be  employed  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year,  and  31,000  marines. 

Mr.  A.  Baring,  considering  the  nume- 
rous,   but,  ,  he    believed,    necessary  ex- 
pences, which  the  state  of  afifai  re  Imposed' 
on   the  country,  was  surprized  that  no 
relief  was  to  be  afforded  from  the  naval  ^ 
service  ;  but  that,  on  the  cbntrary,  there '  ^  7 
was  an  excess  in  that  department.    It  was' 
with  regret  that  he   found    this  motion" 
made  at  so  very  early  a  period  of  the  s^s-' 
sion,  for  the  service  of  1814,     He  wdold 
not  prejudge  on  the  necessity  of  the  vote;' 
but  in  the  present  unsettled  state  of  af-    . 
fairs,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  urging' 
it  immediately.    Looking  at  the  map  of'"^' 
Europe,  and  consideribg  what  our  navy 
had  at  present  to  do,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive the  necessity  for  so  large  an  arma- 
ment.   In  France,  he  observed,  that,'^ac-.  ^ 
cording  to  the  pressure  of  circumstances/ 
some  branches  of  public  expenditure  were 
so  proportioned  as  to  assist  the^  necessary 
demands  incurred  by  others,  which  were 
of  a  more  exigent  nature :    whereas  we 
continued  to  keep  up  full  chargies  in  all 
branches,  as  i^  appeared  to  him,  unneces- 
sarily.    For  years  past;  we  had  had  no- 
thing like  a  formidable   enemy  at  sea; 
and  at  the  period  of  the  battle  of  Trafal- 
gar we  had  10,000  seamen  less  thannqw. 
We  had  a  few  years  ago  all  the  ports  of 
the  peninsula  against  us,  and  we  had  the 
Baltic  to  guard,  besides  our  own  opera- 
tions  against    enemies'  colonies.    There 
was  now  a  considerable  prospect  of*  our     . 
clearing  the  ports  of  Holland.     He  would 
venture  to  say,  that  there  was  no  man, 
with  tolerable  information,  who  followed 
up  the  conduct  of  our  naval  administra- 
tion for  the  last  year,  but  must  be  sur- 
prised at  the  little  that  had  been  done  ef«*' 
fectually  on  the  North  American  coast. 
On  that  subject,  he  should  not  then  enter 
particularly;    but,  judging  from  the  use 
made  of  our  great  navy  last^ear,  he  saw 
no  reason  for  giving  to  the  Admiralty  such. 
great  means.     Was  it  meant  to  be  con* 
tended,  that  this  immense  armamient  was 
required  on  the  American  stations;  for  as- 
suredly no  where  else  could  it  be  neces- 
sary ?  From  the  information  he  and  many 
other  individuals  had  received,   he  was 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  force  already 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  if  pro- 
perly applied^  was  more  than  equal  to  the 
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task  it  had  to  perform.  Tbe  Aaiericans 
had  not  more  than  3  or  4,000  leaDien  to 
oppo«e  to  the  140,000  this  night  to  be 
voted ;  bat  he  was  far  from  believing 
that  the  naval  strength  under  sir  John 
Warren  had  been  employed  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  Why,  he  asked^  were  foKy 
sail  stationed  off  the  Chesapeake,  to  the 
disgrace  of  this  country,  committing  de- 
predatiohs,  burning  a  few  sheds,  and  tak- 
ing a  few  stray  tobacco  ships ;  when  three 
or  .four  men  of  war,  with  due  visilance, 
could  completely  have  effected  the  pur- 
pose? He  would  venture  to  assert,  that 
Qfte^tbird  of  the  force  now  stationed  off 
the  r^ublicao  coast,  properly  distributed, 
would  be  fully  adequate  to  blockade  the 
demy's  harbouri.  It  was  a  known  fact, 
that  the  preservation  of  our  North  Ameri- 
can posseasions  depended  upon  maintain- 
ing a  naval  auperioiity  on  the  Lakes ;  but 
in  what  condition  were  we  by  the  last  ac* 
counts?  Our  ships  had  been  expelled 
fjTpm  Lake  Erie ;  and  on  Lake  Ontario, 
Tvitb  all  his  gallantry  and  all  his  ability, 
air  James  Yeo  was  not  able  to  face  the 
American  force  brought  against  him.  So 
"  that  the  state  of  thmfs  was  this:— that 
ih^  naval  affairs,  either  here  or  abroad, 
were  so  iU  administered,  that  where' a 
liai'g/e  naf  al  equipment  was  required^  only 
4  small  ictrce  was  detached ;  and  where 
but  few  vessels  were  necessary,  an  enor- 
^BplQ^s  ^et  was  stationed. 

Mr*  IV,  DundoM  would  not  now  enter 
into  any  vindication  of  the  Admiralty; 
but  if  any  direct  motion  of  censure  were 
bereafter  produced  against  the  board,  he 
^uM  bjB  hapipy  bo  meet  and  to  refute  it. 
tTntii  proof  of  negligence  or  inability 
were  adduced,  lie  knew  the  House  of 
Commons  too  well,  to  think  that  they 
Vould  condemn.  With  regard  to  the 
^arly  period  at  which  this  vote  wa&  brought 
forward,  the  hon.  gentleman  would  find, 
QO  consulting  the  Journals,  that  it  was  al* 
ways  the  6rst  vote  of  supply  of  the  ses- 
i^oa,  and  he  (Mr.  Dundas)  should  have 
heen  deficient  in  his  duty  if  he  had  delay- 
ed it  longer.  As  to  the  charge,  that 
140,000  seamen  were  not  at  this  time  ne- 
cessary, the  hon.  gentleman  had  answered 
himself;  since  he  acknowledged,  that  the 
navy  must  not  be  disbanded  ;  and  because 
we  had  at  present  the  superiority  on  land, 
were  we  to  lessen  our  pre*eminence  at 
fea?  In  his  view  no  policy  could  be  worse, 
than  that  because  a  peace  might  perhaps 
take  place,  it  would  be  fit  to  reduce  our 
naval  strength.    IC  at  any  future  period 
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•uch  an  event  should  oocurj  pai-liamtfat . 
would  have  the  power  of  limiting    our, 
naval  power  ;  but  in  the  present  posture  , 
of  afiairs    Bonaparte  could  wish  nothing, 
better  than  to  see  all  our  ships  laid  up  in 
ordinary,  and  our   seamen  turned  adrift, 
upon  the  country.    The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  our  navy  now  had  compa«> 
ratively   little   employment.    What   had. 
become  of  the  enemy's  fleets  formerly  so 
much  talked  of? — Where  was  the  Touloa 
fleet  ?— -At  Toulon  ready  to  put  to  sea  on 
the    first    opportunity.     Of   how    many 
sail  did  that  consist  ?  Of  not  less  than  25 
or  20  sail. —In  the  Scheldt  there  were. 
Iiow  many  ?— Twenty -seven  nearly  ready 
for  sea. — Was  not  this  a  formidable  arma- 
ment for  our  navy  to  meet  ? — At  Brett* 
Cherbourg,  and  in  the  Texel,  there  were 
also  many  ships,  of  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Baring)  seemed  to  have  no 
recollection.    He  recommended  that  every 
individual  who  brought  forward    seriooa. 
charges  of  this  nature  should  be  better  in- 
formed. 

Ix>rd  Caidereagh  said,  that  whateyer 
prospects  might  open  favourable  to  re- 
trenchments in  our  necessarilv  great  public 
expenditure,  the  House  might  be  assured* 
would  be  readily  embraced  by  govern- 
ment. In  no  preceding  year  had  the  dif- 
ficulties attending  the  due  distribution  of 
our  naval  forces  been  greater  than  during 
the  last  year.  If  we  had  not  had  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Russian  fleet,  lie  did  not 
believe  that  we  could  have  made  it  effec- 
tual for  all  purposes.  That  we  had  no 
formidable  enemy  actually  at  sea,  was 
among  the  number  of  the  existing  diffi- 
culties. The  House  and  the  country 
ought  to  know,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  pressure  which  had  been  made  on 
the  enemy's  naTal  resources  for  many  pre- 
ceding years,  yet  he  had  not  relaxed  his 
maritime  efforts;  and  that  he  had  still 
fleets  in  most  of  his  leading  arsenals, 
ready  for  sea.  He  had,  in  fact,  been  ac- 
cumulating his  marine  forces  by  rapid 
strides.  The  demand  on  the  American 
station  had  been  prodigious.  The  Baltic 
had  also  been  a  great  pressure  on  oar 
means,  in  consequence  of  its  vicinity  to 
military  operations.  We  might,  but  lor 
our  naval  exertions  there,  have  seen,  not  a 
part,  but  the  whole  of  the  army  of  Den- 
mark put  in  motion  under  the  direction  of 
France.  He  trusted,  that  the  House  waald 
feel,  that  government  would  not  unneces- 
sarily keep  up  our  naval  forces :  if  they 
shewed  such  a  di^ositiop»  it  waa  in  tw 
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ppwer  of  tbe  House,  at  all  times,  U>  rec«t1 
them  to  their  duty.  The  numbers  pt  i^a^ 
men  now  actually  serfing,  approached 
Tery  closely  to  ilie  vote  now  proposed, 
which  #as  precisely  the  same  as  the  last, 
and  brought  fi>rwtrd  at  ike  same  period 
of  the  session.  WhaaeTfr,  under  all  the 
circumstances  wbicb  engaged  us  with  our 
allies,  or  concerned  our  operations  in  the 
peninsula,  retrenchments  would  be  justifi- 
able, he  trusted  that  ministers  would 
Tigilantly  turn  their  attention  to  every 

Sracticable  and  wise  means  of  reduction, 
iot  parliament  would  recollect,  that  it 
was  our  duty  to  proceed  with  prudence 
and  foresight.  If  we  suddenly  disbanded, 
it  would  not  be  so  easy  a  task,  on  an 
emergency,  to  recal  our  teamen  to  the 
naval  force  of  the  country.  He  was  not 
now  prejudging  retrenchments,  but  merely 
Toting  for  the  usual  provision. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  would 
aay  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  reduc* 
tion  in  consequence  of  the  accommoda% 
tion  of  difierent  branches  of  his  expendi- 
ture by  the  enemy.  He  thought  the 
bon.  member  had  been  better  informed 
respecting  the  state  of  the  French  finances, 
than  to  have  made  this  assertion.  His 
opinions  might  be  corrected,  by  adverting 
to  the  published  statements  or  them.  It 
was  quite  clear,  in  this  view,  that  France 
bad  not  lost  sight /of  her  marine,  nor  had 
neglected  any  means  of  supporting  it. 
All  that  we  now  proposed  was,  to  main* 
tain  our  marine  at  the  same  rate  as  before, 
should  it  be  necessary.  At  any  time 
previous  to  the  ^Appropriation  Act,  the 
House  had  it  in  its  power  to  make  such 
alterations  as  it  saw  fitting. 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  with  respect  to  the 
point  of  time,  that  the  House  very  seldom 
sat  so  early  as  they  did  this  session.  The 
motion  might  have  been  postponed  till 
the  matter  was  better  understood.  The 
30  or  40  vessels  in  the  Chesapeake  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  had  disgraced  the 
country  by  their  ineffectiveness,  or  rather 
by  their  injurious  mode  of  warfare.  All 
the  arguments  used  on  the  opposite  side 
would  apply  as  well  to  .the  extension  of 
our  naval  force  to  150.000  seamen*  Surely 
ibe  fleet  in  the  Scheldt  could  not  be  in  a 
state  of  such  perfect  readiiiess  for  sea^  and 
be  doubted  much  whether  that  at  Toulon 
was.  The  question  wiih  him  was,  whe* 
tber,  at  present,  greater  exertions  could 
not  be  made  W  laud,  through  retrench* 
ilieiits.at  sea.  Neect  year  he  thought  that 
£i^€e  qnUd  JAOt  t»e>ablf  i9  4^  WMSh  at 


aea;  ^11  h«r  resource  wovld  b?  wanted 
to  meet  her  dangers  by  land.  Our  me^as 
should  be  4irected  to  great  ends,  and  not 
frittered  away. 

Mr.  Crokffr  rose,  and  stated,  that  oot 
1<Nag  ago  the  Freud)  fleet  in  the  laooth  of 
the  Scheldt  amounted  to  16  sail  of  the* 
line,  to  all  appearance  readv  Cmt  service. ^ 
In  the  Texel  there  were  not  less  than  five, 
sometimes  ten,  in  the  same  condition  of, 
preparation.    Although  some  might  bev 
lieve  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  many 
of  his  seamen  from  his  fleets,  yet  it  would 
have  been  an  improper,  confidence  on  tha 
part  of  government,  on  a  public  rumour, 
so  to  reduce  our  armamenu  as  to  permit: 
them,  so  near  to  our  own  coasts,  to  m^va 
about',  insufficiently  watched  and  guardedd'  . 
The  hon.  members  opinion  concerning 
the  Toulon  fleet  was  monstrous ;  since  it 
was  but  recently  that  government  was 
acoused  of  neglect  in  that  quarter;    of 
having  a  naval  force  inferior  to  that  of 
the  enemy;  particularly  on  the  occasioa 
of  U£meriau's  once  conring  out  to  sea»  , 
and  returning  to  harbour.    Pid  not  an? 
enemy's  force  of  50  sail  of  the  line  re-, 
quire  watching  ?  If  .the  Admir^y  were, 
the  victims  of  those  illusions  of  the  hon» 
member,  they  would  indeed  become  liab)a 
to  reproach.    As  to  the  time  at  which  the 
motion  was  now  made,  it  became  necest^ 
sary  to  make  it  in  the  last  month  of  tkt 
last  year's  expenditure.    It  was  also  ne* 
cessary  that  our  brave  seamen  should  be  * 
paid  and'  fed  :  but  then  it  might  be  said, 
*•  put  it  off  till  January."      Why,  tfaia 
necessity  of  this  motion  was  among  the 
other  important  reasons,  why  parliament 
was  assembled  so  soon  .this  session !   But 
all  that  was  now  intended  or  proposed 
was,  to  vote  one  half  of  what  was  wanted* 
All  the  civil  part  of  the  naval  expendi«> 
tore,  new  buildings,  repairs,  and  otbec 
items,  on  wh^h  a  diflerence  of  opinion 
might  fairly  arise,  were  kept  back  for  tha 
period  of  the  ordinary  estimates,  three  or 
four  months  hence.     Government  might 
have  adopted  another  mode,  by  proposing 
a  rateable  sun),  for  a  h^^  moDths'  ex* 
penditure ;    .hut   they  had  not  done  so, 
because  they  must  then  have  forced  upon 
the  House»  at  that  early  period^  the  whola 
affairs  of  the  naval  department,  to  be 
printed  and  voted.     It  was  thought  much 
preferable  to  ask,  now,  for  no  more  than 
what  appeared  necessary  for  the  payment, 
of  our  seafuen»  and  the  expenses  of  our 
ships  actually  at  sea;  leavine  all  the  rest 
for  &(«re  considemUon  and  diicussion* 
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Hellbstone.  ]  Mr.  Banket  brought  up 
ft  Bill  for  securing  the  freedom  of  election 
in  this  borouffh ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time^  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Wednesday,  after  some  observa- 


tion! frotn  Mr.  Swan  against  hurrying  the 
measure. 
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Whenever  the  hon.  member  should  think 
proper  to  move  any  propositions  on  this 
subject,  he  should  have,  as  far  as  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  bumble  abilities  went,  every  assist- 
ance in  his  power  to  afford  him ;  being 
confident  that  an  enquiry  would  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  Admiralty,  and  prove 
the  hon.  member  to  be  misinformed.  He 
could  not  tell  why  sir  J.  Warren  had  30 
pennants  in  the  Chesapeake;  but  the 
hon.  member  might  be  a  better  admiral 
than  sir  J.  Warren.  That  admiral  was 
responsible  for  his  conduct.  He  had  done 
what  he  thought  proper  in  his  situation. 
With  120  pennants,  he  might  have  had 
50  in  the  Chesapeake:  he  did  not  know 
that  he  had,  and  he  thought  he  had  not. 
He  wished  to  put  in  his  plea  for  those 
brave  officers  and  men  who  had  been 
blockading  that  coast  during  dreadful 
weather,  that  their  characters  might  not 
be  hinted  away.  He  wished  the  officers 
ha:d'not  been  alluded  to.  The  naval  ad- 
ministration would  be  found  perfectly 
ready  to  defend  itself;  and  as  to  the  of- 
ficers, he  hoped  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try had  full  confidence  in  them ;  for  what 
had  they  not  to  acknowledge,  or  to  ex- 
pect,' from'  the  tried  skiH,  courage,  and 
valour  of  British  seamen  ? 

Mr.  A.  Baring  said,  that  the  enemy's 
fleets  might  not  require  to  be  watched  by 
a  fleet  equal  to  theirs ;  but  our  numerous 
force  on  the  American  coast  had  done 
nothiog  essential,  and  the  service  ap- 
peared to  have  been  much  neglected. 
That  was  his  decided  opinion  from  all  he' 
heard  respecting  it,  which  had  been  from 
many  quarters.  Whoever  was  in  fault, 
the  navy  had  been  neglected.  It  did  not 
follow  from  what  he  said,  that  he  was  a 
good  Admiral.  All  he  pretended  to  say 
was,  that  thp  force!  employed  had  been 
very  ill  directed  to  its  objects. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  this  question 
could  only  be  discussed  fairly  at  a  future 
tim^.  It  should  not  have  been  opened  up 
now.  Whatever  might  be  thought  of 
particulars,  the  general  exertions  had  en- 
abled us*  to  contend  in  America  without 
any  prejudice  to  operations  in  Europe. 
^  The  Resolution,  and  the  other  uuial 
ones  for  the  respective  sums,  were  put 
and  carried. 
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Thursday,  Nov.  11. 

PeTTTION    op   t)E^T0US    IN    THE    FlEET 

Prison.]  A  Petition  of  several  insolvent 
debtors  was  presented  by  sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  and  read  :  setting  forth.  That  the 
petttioTiers  are  prisoners. for  debt  in  his 
Majesty's  prison  of  the  Fleet,  where  most 
of  them  have  been  confined  upwards  of 
six  months,  and  several  nine,  twelve, 
fifteen,  and  even  eighteen  months;  and 
'that  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  in  England ;  but,  notwitlistanding 
the  said  Act  received  the  royal  assent  on 
the  1 0th  day  of  July  last,  and  a  fit  person 
might  have  been  appointed  commissioner 
under  the  same  within  a  few  days  after, 
yet  no  such  appointment  was  notified  in 
the  London  Gazette  till  the  2 1st  day  of 
September  last ;  when  Arthur  Palmer,  esq. 
Serjeant  at  law,  was  appointed  to  be  such 
commissioner;  and  that  although  seven 
weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  said  appoint-* 
ment,  yet  no  person  hath  been  discharged 
from  confinement  under  the  said  Act,  not* 
withstanding  the  provisions  thereof,  that  a 
notice  of  twenty  days  only  is  required  to 
be  given  to  the  creditors  of  the  persons . 
seeking  the  benefit  of  the  same ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  long  since  taken  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  said  Act,  and  have 
delivered  in  a  schedule  containing  a  full  ' 
and  true  description  of  their  debts,  and 
of  the  property  whereof  they  are  pos- 
sessed, and  have  petitioned  the  commis-' 
sioner  to  appoint  an  early  day  for  hearing 
the  matter  of  their  petitions ;  but  not  more 
than  thirty  orders  have  been  made  by  him 
upon  such  petitions,  and  under  those 
orders  some  of  the  petitioners  are  not  to 
be  brought  before  the  commissioner  till 
the  24th  of  Deceihber  next;  and  they 
apprehend  that,  according  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  coinmissioner  is  now  proceed- 
ing, many  of  them  will  not  have  their  pe- 
titions heard  till  February  or  March  next, 
and  even  later;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
in  consequence  of  their  long  cogfinement, 
are  sufiering  the  greatest  privations  and 
distress,  many  of  them  having  families 
who^are  entirely  dependent  on  their  exer- 
tions, and  who  are  at  this  moment  in  a 
state  of  absolute  starvation  and  despon- 
dency; and  praying,  that  their  serious 
distresses  m^y  4)6  taken  info  the  imme- 
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diate  consideration  of  the  Hoo^e,  and  that 
they  will  please  to  adopt  proceedings  ibr 
their  speedy  liberation. 

Sir  S.  Homiily  said^  he  felt  it  proper  to 
present  the  Petition  of  these  individuals, 
as  soon  as  possible;  but  as  it  contained 
some  imputations  against  a  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Palmer),  who  was  not  a 
member  of  that  Houses  and  therefore  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself, 
he  thouffht  that  he  should  have  acted 
wrong,  if  he  had  introduced  the  Petition 
before  he  had  communicated  its  contents 
to  that  gentleman.  He  therefore  delayed 
presenting  it  for  24  hours ;  and  in  the 
interim  he  stated  to  Mr.  Palmer  the  alle« 
gations  contained  in  the  Petition. — Mr. 
Palmer  observed,  in  answer,  that  as  soon 
as  he  was  appointed  to  the  situation,  he 
applied  for  a  proper  place  in  which  he 
might  hold  bis  court.  It  was  necessary 
that  it  should  be  in  a  public,  situation, 
where  all  creditors  of  persons  claiming 
under  the  Act  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  attending.  Soo^  difficulty  arose  in 
procuring  a  place  of  this  description,  but 
the  Guildhall  of  Westminster  was  ulti- 
mately appointed  for.  the  purpose.  He 
bad  then  determined  on  hearing  twenty 
petitions  each  day,  till  the  whole  were 
disposed  of— the  total  number  intending 
to  claim  being  1350.  He  felt  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  him  to  make  this  statement; 
Ht  the  same  time  he  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary to  present  the  Petition,  as  it  was  of 
so  much  importance  to  a  great  number  of 
debtors,  Jboth  with  relation  to  themselves 
and  to  their  wives  and  families. . 

Mr.  HI  Addington  did  ^  not  rise  to  op- 
fose  the  Petition.  Those  who  had  a 
right  to  expect  any  benefit  under  the  In- 
ioTven't  Act,  might  reasonably  be  .sup- 
posed to  feel  much  disappointment  at  jts 
Dot  having  been  carried  into  effect ;  and 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  think  that  the 
blame  orisinated  with  the  persons  to  whom 
its  execution  was  confided  :— A  report  had 
gone  abroad,  the  source  of  which  he  could 
not  imagine,  that  a  noble  relation  of  his 
(viscount  Sidmouth),  ihe. secretary  for  the 
borne  department,  bad  been  the  cause  of 
the  delay  complained  of.  Now,  in  point 
of  fact,  no  blame  could  be. attached  to 
that  nobleman.  When  he  said  this,  he 
by  no  means  wished  to  shelter  the  con- 
duct of  his  noble  relative  from  enquiry  ; 
for  he  would  undertake  to  prove  and  de- 
monstrate to  any  gentleman,  that  ^very 
pos««JbIe  efr)rt  had  been  made  by  that 
noble  lord,  iu  the  execution  of  his.official 


duties,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act,  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned.  Every  unprejudiced  man 
must  see  the  difficulties  which  were  to  be 
surmounted,  before  the  Act  could  be  ren- 
dered effective.  Much  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  procuring  a  proper  person  to 
investigate  the  various  cases  that  would 
arise.;  and  certainly  no  unnecessary  de- 
lay had  taken  place  in  selecting  the  indi- 
vidual. Considerable  difficulty  was  also 
encountered,  in  providing  a  situation 
where  he  could  conveniently  discharge 
his  duties.  The  learned  gentleman  (sir  S. 
Romilly),  he  was  sure,  did  not  mean  to 
impute  the  blame  of  any  delay  in  carry- 
ing the  measure  into  effect,  to  his  noble 
relative,  or  to  the  learned  serjeant  on: 
whom  the  appointment  of  judge  had  been 
conferred ;  but  still  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  make  these  few  observations,  in 
consequence  of  certain  assertions  con- 
tained in  the  petition.  ' 

Alderman  C.  Smith  expressed  a  hope 
that  no  time  would  be  lost  in  extending 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  to  those  for  whom 
it  was  intended.  If  only  twenty  cases 
were  heard  per  diem,  the  object  of  the  le- 
gislature would  not  be  effected  for  a  great 
length  of  time.  Newgate  was  at  present 
full  of  debtors,  anxiously  waiting  for  their 
deliverance ;  and  they  thought  it  ex- 
tremely bard,  that  no  proceeding  liad  yet 
taken  place  under  the  Act.  Much  of  the 
delay  might,  perhaps,  have  been  avoided, 
if  a. salary  for  the  judge  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill.  " 

Mr.  H.  Addington  wished  to  put  the 
worthy  alderman  right  on  the  point  to 
which  he  had  last  adverted.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  no  salary  having  been  in- 
serted in  the  Act,  had  not  occasioned  any 
delay.  When  it  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home 
department,  he  immediately  stated  the  fact 
to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  latter  took  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  paying  an  adequate  sa- 
lary;  as  he  entertained  no  doubt  that 
parliament  would  ultimately  sanction  his 
conduct. 

Mr.  Kenrkk  said,  when  the  Insolvent 
Debti^rs'  Bill  was  before  the  House,  he 
had  distinctly  stated,  that,  until  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  was  known,  and  the  duty 
which  was  likely  to  devolve  on  the  indi- 
vidual appointed  to  administer  its  previa 
sions  was  fairly  understood,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  estimate  the  just  amount  of 
the  salary  to  be  granted.    He* had  also 
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stated  at  the  time,  that  it  was  intended,  at 
1^  future  period,  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  rules  of  the  King*«-bedCh  and  Fleet, 
where  many  persons  at  present  tiVed  in 
luxury  on  the  property  of  their  creditors, 
whom  they  set  at  defiance. 

Sir  Samuel  RomiUy  was  tery  glad  that 
the  learned  gentleman  had  made  the  state- 
ment which  he  had  just  heard,  as  it  did 
fiway  a  gross  mistake  into  which  many 

Sersons  had  fallen.  It  was  said,  that  the 
(ill  had  passed  through  that  House,  with- 
out any  salary  being  annexed  to  the  situa- 
tion of  judge,  and  that  this  circumstance 
was  not  observed  at  the  time.  Now  this 
was  not  the  fact.  No  neglect  could  be 
attributed  to  the  House.  Gentlemen  were 
perfectly  aware,  that  no  salary  w^s  men- 
tioned. They  felt,  that,  as  the  duties  of 
^6  office  were  quite  uncertain,  it  was  hot 
possible  to  fix  the  salary  at  that  moment. 
It  appeared  to  them,  that  the  same  system 
might  be  pursued,  which  had  been  before 
acted  upon  in  other  cases ;  for  instance, 
fn  the  appointment  of  commissioners— 
that  the  question  of  remuneration  should 
not  be  previously  settled,  but  should  be 
left  for  decision  after  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  ascertained.  They  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  best  thing  they  could  do 
wa5,  to  leave  the  Bill  in  all  respects  ^s  it 
was  introduced  into  the  other  House, 
where,  they  supposed,  it  had  received  the 
tacit  approbation  of  all  the  great  law  au- 
thorities. 

Mr.  JCr/irtc^  said,  he  felt  very  great  sa- 
tisfaction in  seeing  that  Mr.  Serjeant 
I'almer  (one  of  his  oldest  professional 
friends,  than  whom  a  more  honourable  or 
a  more  learned  man  was  not  to  be  found 
in  Westminster-hall)  was  by  the  fair  and 
candid  statement  of  the  learned  gentleman 
(sir  S.  Romilly)  absolved  from  blame. 
After  the  observations  made  by  that  learned 
gentleman,  he  would  only  say,  that  the 
consideration  of  fixing  a  salary  for  Mr. 
$erjeant  Palmer  had  not  delayed  the  mea- 
|ure  a  single  hour. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exche^tier  said,  that 
no  delay  whatever  had  been  occasioned, 
in  consequence  of  the  non-insertion  of  the 
i^mount  of  the  judge's  salary  in  the  In- 
solvent Actk  When  an  application  on  that 
subject  was  made,  he  was  directed  to 
recommend  to  the  crown,  that  such  a 
salary  should  be  forthwith  ordered,  as  the 
nature  of  the  duties  attached  to  the  office 
inight  appear  to  demand. 
.  The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Thanks  op  rut,  House  to  Major  Ob- 
KfinAL  George  Amson.]  Major  general 
Georse  Anson  being  come  to  the  House, 
Mr.  Sjpeaker  acquainted  him  with  the 
Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  Sd  day  of 
December,  18T2,  and  of  the  7lh  day  of 
July  last,  respecting  his  services  in  the 
battles  of  Salamanca  and  Vittoria;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  Thanks  of  the 
House  accordingly,  as  followeth : 

'*  Msyor-general  Anson ;  When  last  I 
had  the  honour  of  addressing  yoo  from 
this  place,  you  came  to  receive  our  Thanks 
for  your  share  in  the  glorious  battle  of 
Talavera. 

"  Pursuing,  the  same  career,  under  the 
same  illustrious  commander,  it  is  more 
gratifying  than  surprizing  to  see,  that  in 
succeeding  campaigns  yon  have  reaped 
new  laurels. 

"  The  badge  of  honour  which  comme^ 
morales  your  services  at  Salamanca,  bringi 
to  our  recollection  those  skilful  operations 
in  which  you  were  engaged  upon  the 
Douro  previous  to  that  tnemorable  day, 
and  the  destruction  which  your  cavalry 
poured  down  upon  the  rear  guard  of  the 
enemy  in  their  flight. 

"  In  the  battle  of  Vittoria  the  British 
cavalry  also  took  their  part ;  and,  acting 
with  the  left  wing  of  the  allied  army, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  lieote* 
nant  general  sir  Thomas  Graham,  a  name 
never  to  be  mentioned  in  our  militarjr 
annals  without  the  strongest  expressiouB  of 
respect  and  admiration,  your  squadrons 
contributed  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from 
their  direct  retreat  into  France  ;  and  all 
Europe  has  heard  of  their  consequent  rout 
and  dispersion. 

"  To  you,  Sir,  I  am  therefore  commanded 
to  express  the  gratitude  of  this  House  ; 
and,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire« 
land  in  {Parliament  assembled,  I  do  now 
deliver  to  you  their  unanimous  Thanks  for 
your  distinguished  exertions  in  the  battle 
of  Salamanca,  upon  the  22d  July,  1812, 
which  terminated  in  a  glorious  and  decisive 
victory  over  the  enemy's  army ; 

"  And  also  for  your  great  exertiona 
upon  the  21st  of  June  last,  when  the 
French  army  was  completely  defeated  by 
the  allied  forces  near  Vittoria,  under  the 
marquis  of  Wellington's  command/' 

Upon  which  Major  General  Amon  said  ; 

"  Sir ;  This  is  the  second  time  I  have 
had  the  honour  of  rising  in  this  dist]n«> 
gulshed  assembly  to  receive  through  yoa» 
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ftr,  the  thanks  of  o^  country ;  to  which, 
sbd  te  this  honourable  House,  I  return  my 
warmest  acknowledgpmenvs. 
*  «*  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  illus- 
tnoos  and  noble  commander  with  whom  I 
have  had  the  happiness  of  serviug,  or  to 
'those  brave  troops  under  his  comfnand 
(whose  gallantry  and  discipline  I  have  had 
«och  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing), 
did  I  not  assure  you,  that  it  is  to  them  I 
^consider  myself  indebted  for  being  placed 
in  this  highly  honourable  situation ;  I 
ahoukt  be  greatly  deficient  also  in  what  is 
doe  to  myself  were  I  to  omit  expressing 
my  sincere  and  most  heartfelt  thanks  to 
you.  Sir,  for  the  ? ery  gratifying  manner  in 
which  yoQ  have  conveyed  to  me  the  sen- 
•timeDts  of  my  country  on  this,  and  on  a 
former  occasion ;  thus  conferring  upon  me 
an  additional  mark  of  distinction  which  it 
will  ever  be  my  pride  to  acknowledge/^ 

Ordered,  netn:  am.  that  what  has  been 
Yiow  said  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  giving'  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  to  major  general 
AnsoD,  together  with  his  Answer  thereto, 
be  printed  in  the  Votes  of  this  day. 

Thanks  of  thb  Housb  to  Sir  Thomas 
PicToH.j  Lieutenant-general  sir  Thomas 
Picton,  knight  of  the  most  honourable 
-^rder  of  the  Bath,  being  come  to  the 
-House,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  him  with 
the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  the  7th  of 
July  last,  ind  of  the  8th  Instant,  respecting 
hn  services  in  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  and 
ID  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  allied 
armies  in  Spain  ;  and  Mr.  Speaker  gave 
bim  the  Thanks  of  the  House  accordingly, 
as  fdlowetb : 

''  Lieutenant-general  si r  Thomas  Picton; 

*'  In ,  this  House  your  name  has  been 
long  since  enrolled  amongst  those  who 
bave  obtained  the  gratitude  of  their  coon- 
try  for  distinguished  military  services ; 
add  we,  this  day,  rejoice  to  see  you 
amongst  us,  claiming  ag^in  the  tribute  of 
fmr  thanks  for  fresh  exploits  and  achieve- 
ments. 

^  Wherever  the  history  of  the  peninsular 
war  shall  be  related,  your  name  will  be 
found  amongst  the  foremost  in  that  race  of 
glory;  by  your  sword  the  British  troops 
vrere  led  on  to  the  victorious  assault  of 
Ciodad  Rodrigo;  by  your  daring  hand 
the  British  standard  was  planted  upon 
the  castle  of  Badajoz ;  when  the  usurper 
of  the  Spanish  throne  was  driven  to  make 
his  last  stand  at  Vittoria,  your  battalions 
filled  the  centre  of  that  formidable  line, 
before  which  the  veteran  troops  of  France 
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fled  in  terror  and  dismay  ;  and  by  your 
skilly  prudence,  and  valour,,  exerud  in  a 
critical  hour,  the  enemy  was  foiled  in  his 
desperate  attempt  to  break  through  the 
barrier  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  raise  tba 
blockade  of  Pamrpluna. 

-  For  the  deeds  of  Vittoria  and  the  Py* 
renees,  this  double  harvest  of  glory  in  one 
year,  the  House  of  Commons  has  resolved 
again  to  give  yon  the  tribute  6f  its  thanks; 
and  I  do  iherefore  now,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  command  of  the  Commons  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land in  parliament  assembled, '  delifver  to 
you  their  ananimous  thanks  for  your 
great  exertions  upon  the  21st  of  June  last 
near  Vittoria,  when  the  French  army  was 
completely  defeated  bythe  allied  forcea 
under  the  marquis  of  Wellington's  com^ 
mand ; 

'*  And  also,  fbr  the  valour,  steadiness,  and 
exertion,  so  successfully  displayed  by  yoa 
tn  repelling  the  repeated  Isttacks  made  on 
the  position  of  the  allied  army  by  the 
whole  French  forces  under  the  command 
of  marshal  Soult  between  the  25tb  July 
and  1st  of  August  last.'' 

Upon  which  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Thomas  Fkian  said : 

"  Sir ;  Being  entirely  unaccustomed  to 
speak  in  public,  I  have  great  difficulty  ia 
expressing  the  high  degree  of  gratification 
that  I  feet  at  the  very  flattering  sentimenta 
which  this  honourable  House  has  t>eeii 
pleased  to  entertain  of  my  services,  and 
at  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  communicated.  I  haw 6 
always.  Sir,  regarded  the  thanks  of  tfaii 
honourable  House  as  one  of  the  htghea^ 
honours  which  could  be  conferred  on  any 
officer  ;  as  the  unquestionable  evidence  of 
past,  and  the  greatest  incitement  to  future 
Services. 

«'  But  I  can  apply  individually  to  myself 
but  a  small  part  of  the  high  commenda«> 
tions  which  have  been  so  liberally  and 
handsomely  bestowed  ;  a  great  proportion 
is  unquestionably  due  to  the  generals  and 
officers  commanding  bri^des  and  corpa 
in  the  division,  for  the  judgment  and  gal- 
lantry with  which  the  services  alluded  to 
were  invariably  executed  :  and  to  the 
officers  and  troop  in  geberal,  for  the  spirit 
and  intrepidity  which  bore  down  all  re*> 
ststance,  and  secured  complete  success  in 
all  the  important  enterprizes  on  which  the 
division  had  the  good  Ibrtune  to  be  em« 
ployed  during  Vbe  whole  course  of  tba 
war  in  the  peninsula, 

(G>      . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«Sg      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS;^ 

«« It-  irill  ever  bt  tb^  boight  of  tny  (MrUlle 
Bad  aittbiti^a  to  thtlre  ibe  fonooes  of  a 
corps  athinratfy  coospicvoiis  for  etety 
bigh  military  qaalificanoo,  and  actuatCNd 
by  a  apim  «f  beroism  whidb  renders  k 
truly  invincible.  Witb  Mcb  insclnalenU, 
•SiV;  you  will  easily 'cooceife  tbat  it  cannot 
be  dilTTcalt  to  obtaia  aocCelst ;  and  it  would 
%e  unfbrtaoate  m  the  extreme  if  we  failed 
eotirelv  to  reflect  totee  of  tbe  brilliant 
vays  o^  tbe  great  kmiDary  4bat  directed 

'  Ordered,  mm.  cmt.  Thai  wbat  has  been 
»ow  said  by  Mr.  Speaker^  in  giving  tbe 
Thanks  of  this  Howe  to  lieetenant^general 
«ir  Thomas  Picten,  together  with  his  An- 
swer thereto,  be  priMed  in  the  Veiiet  of 
this  day; 

Rbpokt  rum  rat  Comvittbs  of  Svr- 
9iY,y  Mr.  Loshtngton  reported  £rooi  ifae 
Committee  of  the  wboi«  House*  to  whoni 
tt  was  referred  to.  consider  of  the  tepply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  Refolotione 
which  they  had  directed  him  le  report  to 
the  House ;  and  the  same  were  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  are.  as  fol- 
low: 

1.  That  140,000  men  be  employed  for 
the  sea  senrioe  for  the  year  IB  14,  includ* 
sag  31,400  royal  martnes. 

0.  That  a  sum,  not  eaceediag  3,250,5002. 
he  granted  to  bis  Ms^jesty,  for  wages  ef 
4he  said  140,000  men  for  IS  months,  at 
the  rate  of  U.  15s.  6d  perman  per  monlli. 
i  S.  Thata snm,  aot  exceeding  4,572,750/. 
be  granted  to  his  Miyesty,  for  victuals 
for  the  siid  140,000  men  for  13  months, 
at  the  rale  of  QL  iQr.  id,  per  man  per 
aiontb. 

4.  That  a  sQai,notazceedinff  5,9 13,000^ 
be  granted  la  fail  Majeaty*  tor  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  ships  in  which  the  said 
1 40,000  tneti  are  to  serVefor  13  olonths,  at 
the  rale  ^  Qi,  3t.  per  man  per  month. 

5.  Thata  sues,  swt  exceeding  657,000^ 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  ordnance 
for  sea  service  on  board  the  ships  in  which 
the  said  140,000  men  are  to  aerve  for  13 
months,  at  the  rato  of  7^.  per  man  per 
inooth. 

NBwMiUTJUtYAaRANosMiNTs.1  '  Lord 
Caohreogk^  in  rising  to  propose  nis  plan 
for  the  new  arrangements  in  the  anay, 
•aid,  he  sboald  not  dwell  npon  the  expe* 
dieacy,  at  the  present  moaMnt,  of  giving 
every  possible  efficiency  to  tbe  disposable 
force  of  the  coontry.    On  ibal  subject 


Vtw  MilkMf:^  Arpm^gtrnmUi. 


i» 


Aere  was  bat  one  sentiment  in  every  part 
of  tbe  Hoase  ;  nor  should  be  do  justice  to 
the  strength  and  prevalence  of  this  eeati- 
qient,  if  be  were  not  to  state  hb  convic- 
tion^  that  it  was  the  wish  of  every  indivt* 
dual  in  the  House  and  in  the  kingdom  to 
use  e? erv  exertion  for  securing  me  per* 
maneat  honour  and  interests  of  the  coan- 
trv,  consistently  with  the  necessary  Umile 
of  oor  military  and  political  resoeroeir. 
His  object  would  not  therefore  be  to  re- 
commend exertion,  but  to  consider  wbat 
direction  it  woald  be  most  advisable  to 
give  to  that  exertion,  in  order  to  make  it 
most  effectual ;  and  to  strike  a  fair  ba- 
laaoe  between  the  advantages  and  disad* 
vantages  of  the  different  degrees  aad 
modes  of  operation  which  oar  cir- 
cnmsunces  placed  within  oar  reach. 
In  this  view,  then,  he  was  not  aboat  to 
b4ll  upon  the  House  to  make  any  great  or 
unaatural  effort;  or  to  call  upon  the 
country  for  any  sacrifices  greater  than 
were  made  by  the  other  states  of  Borepe : 
all  that  he  wished  was,  to  urge  them  to 
use  proportioaable  efforts,  and  to  submit 
to  equal  sacrifices  in  support  of  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  for  tbe  purpose  of  giving 
a  happy  and  glerioas  result  to  that  aenti^ 
ment  which  now  aaimated  the  great  con- 
federacy of  Europe,  to  check  the  luabi- 
tion,  and  limit  the  power,  without  tarnisfa- 
ing  the  honour,  of  France.  The  'assifttance 
of  <sreat  Britain  might  be  more  effiM:tuaIly 
employed  for  this  purpose,  by  indirectly 
aiding  the  allies  by  our  resources*  than  by 
immediate  and  partial  efforts  of  our  own. 
He  relied  the  more  confidently  on  the 
propriety  of  this  line  of  policy,  because 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  owing  to  ibe 
continoed  firmness  and  moderation  of  our 
connsels  that  Europe  was  in  its  present 
^atate.  It  bad  been  restored  from  the  ha- 
miliatioa  and  ruin  which  overwhelmed  i^ 
to  a  proud  height  of  hoaoor  and  indepen- 
dence, by  tbe  prudence,  not  less  than  by 
the  aiagnificence  of  our  exertions.  It 
was  this  wise  and  long-sighted  forbeaih 
ance,  this  determination  not  to  pmli  oor 
effirts  beyond  oor  resonroec,  that  luid 
given  ap  increasing  mipcfMS  and  mnmmmm 
to  them ;  whereas  by  a  premature  and 
inconsiderate  waste  of  strength,  the  spring 
of  national  spirit  would  have  been  broken 
down,  and  our  career  arrested  in  its  pre* 
''gress.  But  now,  when  all  the  world  was 
roakii^  one  great  cffi»rt  for  iu  redemptioiw 
it  becaase  the  spirit  of  this  coantry  to  take 
part,  a  proad  part  in  it— not  to  overstraia 
I  or  exhaivt  itself;  but  not  to  abriakteek 
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Hi4lMdacifli(VtfiiiiMi^iil^  not  lo  nifier  all 
lie  •Jfaittapti'and  all  Ibe  glory  which 
jbad  beoii  cwaed,  to  be  Idsiby  adefieieocy 
of   cordial    co«opecitiofi  on  the  part  of 


«jGreat  Britain.  We  stood  new  in  lbe«i^ 
tvation  of  having  obtained  all  the  ebjeda 
origtiMlly  piropoMd  by  the  war,  even 
beyond  the  nio»t  tanfuine  expeetalkMi. 
The  independence  of  the  peniaattia,  in 
partioolar,  had  been  placed,  upon  a  firm 
and  lasting  basis.  In  the  fonner  oaa,^ 
paiffnst  the  soocess  of  the  Brititb  arais 
anaer  lord  Wellington  had  been  great  and 
brilliant;  bot  now  that  bis  victories  were 
aa  niraierods  as  the  baUles  which  be 
fboght,  that  he  had  no  longer  any  occasioa 
to  j^k  back  to  the  iaspregnable  linee  of 
Torres  Vedras  as  a  last  resoorce;  now 
that  his  great  genins  had  accomplished  all 
that  his  ardent  and  patriotic  mind  had 
proposed  to  itself,  and  had  placed  the 
liberties  and  territories  of  the  whole  pe* 
ninsola  under  oor  protection,  would  it  not 
be  an  abose  of  confidence  in  tbe  plans  of 
that  gallant  leader,  and  an  abase  of  confix 
donee  in  the  success  which  almost  uni* 
Ibrmly  attended  the  British  arms,  to  torn 
back  so  near  the  end  of  all  our  laboors 
and  triumphs,  and  not  to  reap  the  fruiu  of 
▼ietory  which  were  pot  into  oar  hands  ? 
Me  did  not  mean,  by  any  thing  that  he 
kad  said,  to  insinuate  a  wish  that  we 
^bold  expose  what  we  gained  to  anno* 
Pessary  hazard,  or  launch  into  a  sphere 
which  was  better  ocoepted  by  others  : 
bot,  without  explaining  himself  more  par> 
licolarly,  he  might  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
4htre  were  points  of  the  utmost  eonse- 
qnence  «o  this  country,  both  in  a  eommer- 
ciai  and  political  view,  where  a  corps  of 
10  or  perhaps  20,000  men  co*ope^ating 
vHth  our  maritime  strength, ,  might  tarn 
the  tide  of  success  in  our  fevour.  He  did 
Bdl  think  there  could  be  any  hesitation, 
where  such  a  f»rce  would  make  the  wbok 
diflbrenoe,  whether  an  eld  and  osf  Ail  ally 
should  be  rescued  fiH>m  the  gra)«p  of  the 
cAiemy » or  left  denuded  of  all  support.  He 
idSd  not  therefore  recommend  unlimited 
iocroased  exertion,  but  mttigared  increased 
eoiertiou ;  that  is,  an  fncr4*ase  of  exertion 
proportioned  to  tho  iaaportanee  of  the 
end,  and  consistent  with  the  extent  of  our 
BMans;  and  on  this  principle  he  would 
rest  the  merits  of  the  plan  which  he  was 
^^ottt  to  submit  to  the  House. 

With  respect  to  the  supply  of  the  army, 
all  the  advantages  had  revolted  from  the 
existing  system  which  had  been  expected 
{from  it.    Ii  wai  gratifying  to  him  to  be' 
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able  t<^tflnle,  ^otsnah  bad  been  the  meana 
placed  in  tbe  bands  of  gotemmeut  in  re* 
cnsiting  the  army;  and  so  iiule  bad  been 
the  waste  made  of  human  iifii^  that  botU 
tho  negular  army  a*d  the  miliiia  remained 
at  aa  higb  a  point  of  numerical  force  aK 
ewer,  in  tyata  of  all  tbe  exertions  we  ha4 
madfe ;  and  ceetainly  no  nation  ever  did 
push  its  exertions  abroad,  in  proportion! 
to  its  pb]f|sioal  strength,  farther  than  wo 
bad  done  in  the  iajit  years  of  tbe  war.  It  \ 
reflected  tbe  highest  oredit  on  the  illus*^ 
trioiM  indiridual  at  the  bead  Of  tbe. war 
depnrtasent,  that  such  was  the  atteniiott 
paid  to  tbe  health  and  discipline  of  tho 
army,  that  inckiding  the  whole  of  our 
troops^  ceJonial  and  Eorapean^  our  lose 
yearly  did  not  exceed  l-7tb  or  8ib; 
that  is,  in  230,000  troops,  tbe  general 
aflMunt  of  casnakies,  not  onlv  of  deaths^ 
but  diaeharges,  desertions,  &c.  did  not 
exceed  25^000^  though  the  natural  waste 
of  an  army  was  generally  oae-tentb  or 
one-twelfth,  even  in  times  of  profound 
peace.  Notwithstanditig  tho  sanguinary 
actsoBS  and  iMsaults  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  last  year,  oor  total  loss  was  not,  as 
fsr  aa  could  be  collected,  more  than 
50,000  men.  The  present  mode  of  re^  ^ 
cruitittg  tbe  regulai*  army,  independently 
of  any  extraordinary  exertions,  would  be 
sufficient  to  maintain  it  in  its  preseiit 
numbers :  he  did  not  think  the  supplies  y^ 
from  tbe  militia  would  continue  the  same ; 
or  that  we  could  reason  prospectively 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  (Vt>m  the  re-» 
solu  of  past  experience.  Bat  the  plan  ^) 
which  he  should  now  proceed  to  lay  be* 
lore  the  House  went  upon  the  supposition 
of  our  being '  possibly  called  upon  for  ex- 
traordinary exertions,  either  on  the  side  of 
the  pentnsula,  or  in  aid  of  the  allies,  in  / 
any  critical  emergency  in  which  our  as- 
siaiance  might  be  necessary  to  bring  the 
great  cauoe  in  which  we  had  hitherto  so 
nobly  persevered,  to  a  prosperous  and  de- 
cisive issue. 

In  what  situation,  eondnued  tbe  noble 
lord,  wonid  the  country  now  have  been 
placed,  if  tbe  militia  had  not  lentthem- 
selrea  to  tbe  exertions  which  parliament 
from  time  to  time  called  on  them  to  make  ? 
Since  the  year  1805,  when  gofernment 
first  called  on  the  House  to  allow  the  mi- 
litia lo  enter  into  the  line,  they  had  con- 
tributed withki  250  men  of  1 00^000  to  the 
disposable  force  of  the  country.  If  this 
measure  of  rendering  the  aailitia  auxiliary 
to  the  regular  army  had  not  taken  place, 
if  tbe  old  prejudices,  witb  respect  lo  ih0 
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description  of  force,  bad  been  still  kept  np, 
and  they  bad  been  prevented  from  enter- 
ing the  regular  army,  thit  coantry  wooid 
not  now  posieM  the  military  character 
which  it  had  acquired.  We  might  have 
kept  up  our  colonial  policy,  ai^  made 
those  exertions  which  were  witnessed  in 
former  wars ;  but  we  coold  not  have  kept 
possession  of  Portugal,  or  have  sent  forces 
to  co-operate  in  the  deliverance  of  the 
peninsula  at  large,  and  to  take  op  that 
menacing  position  on  the  frontiers  of 
¥rance  which  our  army  now  occupied. 
'  We  should  have  been  shut  up  within  the 
bounds  of  our  insular  policy,  and  we  could 
not  have  set  that  glorious  example  toother 
nations,  or  borne  our  share  in  the  general 
exertions  which  have  been  made  for  the 
deliverance  of  Europe.  Parliament  ought 
always,  therefore,  to  bear  in  recollection, 
that  it  is  to  the  militia  we  owe  the  character 
we  at  present  enjoy  in  military  Europe ; 
anil  that  without  the  militia  we  could  not 
have  shewn  that  face  which  we  have  done 
V  in  the^peninsula.  He  wished  it  to  be  un- 
.  derstood,  that  in  what  he  bad  to  propose, 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  transgress  or  go 
beyond  those  great  principles  which  ought 
to  be  held  sacred  with  respect  to  the  mi- 
litia. He  had  never  been  one  of  those 
who  considered  that  there  were  any  prin- 
ciples in  the  constitution  of  the^  militia 
which  rendered  that  force  inapplicable  to 
the  general  service  of  the  country,  pro- 
vided neither  officers  nor  men  were  broken 
in  upon  either  directly  or  indirectly.  The 
militia  might  be  broken  in  upon  directly 
by  law,  and  they  might  be  broken  in  upon 
indirectly  in  a  manner  not  less  unbe- 
coming; and  any  alternative  which,  though 
not  compulsory  on  them,  it  might  be  pain- 
ful to  their  own  feelings  to  refuse,  was  very 
different  fronr  the  mode  of  treatment  me- 
rited by  that  respectable  body.  The  most 
complete  freedom  of  choice  ought,  there- 
^re^  in  bis  opinion,  to  be  preserved.  But 
'he  never  thought  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  militia  which  rendered  them  unfit  for 
general  service.  They  had  supplied  an 
assistance  of  not  less  than  J  00,000  men  to 
the  army,  and  the  success  of  the  whole  con- 
test had  hinged  on  the  exertions  which 
this  reinforcement  enabled  us  to  make.  If 
the  militia  principles  were  in  any  respects 
changed,  they  were  changed  for  the  better; 
and  at  no  period,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
wvere  the  militia  of  this  country  either  more 
numerous,  more  highly  disciplined,  or 
more  capable  of  performing  their  proper 
^^l^tions,  that  is,  of  ocoopying  a  middle 
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station  between  the  local  miUtia  iad  the 
standing  army,  than  they  were  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment  He  wished,  therefore,  the 
House  to  understand,  that  there  was  in 
contemplation  no  attempt  to  encroach  on  ^ 
the  constitution  of  the  militia.  No  person 
would  wish  the  militia  to  lock  up  the  ser- 
vice of  any  man  who  would  rather  serve 
in  another  description  of  force.  The  true 
military  philosc^hy  was,  to  give  the 
greatest  possible  focility  to  individual 
exertion,  that  it  might  find  iu  proper  level. 
Men  were  actuated  by  various  motives  and 
inclinations  to  make  choice  of  one  de* 
scription  of  service  rather  than  another ; 
and  it  was  their  business  to  facilitate  the 
exertions  of  individuals,  but  not  to  attempt 
to  impose  on  any  men  the  necessity  of 
adopting  new  arrangements  by  appealing 
to  their  patriotism  or  their  feeling.  So 
far  from  putting  it  to  the  militia,  whether 
they  would  lend  themselves  to  another 
sphere  of  service,  he  wished  the  arrange- 
ment to  be  considered  not  as  an  appeal, 
but  merely  as  an  offer  of  certain  terms  to 
those  who  were  willing  to  enter  into  the 
regular  service.  Any  of  the  officers  and 
men  might  take  that  ofiei'  if  they  chose  ; 
but  still  there  was  to  be  no  departure  from 
what  was  formerly  understood  to  be  the 
constitution  of  the  militia.  There  was 
every  reason,  indeed,  to  presume,  that 
unless  some  force  were  laid  on  the  incli- 
nations of  individuals,  a  much  greater 
number  of  men  would  be  willing  to  go 
into  the  resolar  army  than  coold  possibly 
be  accepted  of.  In  point  of  fact,  a  very 
general  disposition  existed  among  the 
70,000  men,  of  which  the  militia  was  com* 
posed,  to  enter  the  line.  He  was  well  as- 
sured, that  a  very  large  proportion  of  in^ 
dividoals,  both  men  and  officers,  in  the 
present  interesting  circumstances  of  the 
world,  would  consider  it  a  favour  to  serve 
actively  instead  of  passively.  He  wished 
merely  to  give  such  a  due  and  reasonable 
degree  of  encouragement  to  this  wish,  as 
was  not  inconsistent  with  sound  military 
principles.  He  would  stat^,  as  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  they  proposed  to  act,  that 
whatever  number  of  men  it  might  be  the 
policy  of  the  legislature  to  give  to  the  difi^ 
posal  of  the  executive  government,  they 
might  not  be  precluded  from  acting  on  that 
feeling  which  he  considered  to  be  so  preva- 
lent at  present  in  the  militia;  and  that  if 
there  should  be  a  particular  number  of  men 
disposed  to  accept  of  the  measure,  they 
should  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  ex- 
tended service,    He  was  quite  aw^ire,  tb^^ 
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there  vms  no  refpiaeiii  wbich  httd  not  a 
limited  number  of  men«  Uial,  from  Ta* 
rious  consideratioDS,  were  not  soiled  for 
foreign  service.— His  view  was  not,  there- 
lbre»  to  send  the  militia  on  Ipceign  service, 
bnt  merely  to  allow  them  to  give  such  a 
number  of  men  to  the  army  as  would 
enable  us  to  sustain  the  atlituoe  we  at  pre* 
tent  held.  It  was  bis  wish  that  no  militia 
regiment  should  be  left  without  such  a 
proportion  of  men,  as  would  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  carrying  on  the  system  of  re- 
cruiting, and  form,  as  it  were,  the  basis  of 
the  regiment.  His  intention  was  to  pro- 
pose in  the  Bill  which  he  meant  to.  bring 
in,  that  in  the  number  of  men  wbO  might 
volunt^r  into  the  army,  not  more  than 
three- fourths  of  any  regiment  should  be 
taken  ;  and  that  one-fourth  part,  at  least, 
of  every  regiment  should  be  preserved. 
He  thought  it  advisable  not  to  check  the 
disposition  which  prevailed  in  the  militia 
of  entering  absolutely  into  tbe  line,  be- 
cause in  no  wise  could  they  be  so  usefully 
employed  as  in  tbe  line,  which  was  a  more 
extended  species  of  service.  He  was  dis- 
posed, therefore,  not  to  impede  that  mode 
of  serving,  but  by  a  small  additional 
bounty  to  encourage  it ;  and  if  a  certain 
number  of  men  would  go,  to  allow  the 
officers  to  go  with  them.  He  was  hajppy 
to  state,  that  in  the  judgment  of  his  Royal 
Highness  tbe  Commander  in  Chie^  no  in- 
jury whatever  would  accrue  to  the  army 
by  allowing  the  officers  of  the  militia,  up 
to  the  rank  of  capuios,  to  pass  into  the 
line,  and  to  receive  half  pay.  His  Royal 
Highness  approved  also  of  giving  them 
this  flBHrther  advantage,  that  after  a  certain 
time  of  service  they  should  be  considered 
jMoffieers  having  permanent  rank  in  the 
army  corresponding  to  the  rank  which  they 
held  in  the  militia.  In  Che  fiht  instance, 
they  were  io  receive  half  pay,  and  after 
some  time  permanent  rank  in  the  army. 
The  number  of  individuals  admitted  to 
those  advantages  would  be  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  men  who  went  with 
ihem  into  the  army  :  one  hundred  men  to 
admit  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one 
ensign,  who  at  first  would  be  entitled  to 
half- pay,  and,  after  having  served  one 
campaign,  to  fill  every  situation  of  the 
army.  He  had  thus  been  endeavouring  to 
atate  the  advantages  Of  a  transfer  of  ser- 
vice into  the  line ;  bat  there  was  no 
ground  to  presume  that  the  class  of  men 
disposed  to  transfer  their  services  would  be 
found  so  numerous  as  to  afford  any  thing 
iike  what  the  es^igencies  of  the  present 


nement  dematided.  He  had,  therefore, 
another  plan  to  propose,  of  encouraging 
tbe  desire  of  active  service  in  the  militia, 
which  was  more  congenial  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  body,  and  which  would  libe- 
rate a  great  number  of  both  officers  and 
men  desirous  of  extending  their  services; 
He  proposed,  that  they  should  also  be 
permitted  to  volunte^sr  to  serve  as  militia- 
men. The  officers  would  be  considered 
as  still  belonging  to  the  militia  of  their 
country;  but  they  would  return  home, 
with  this  advantage,  that  having  gone 
abroad  at  a  critical  period  they  would  be 
entitled,  on  being  disembodied,  to-  the 
half-pay  of  the  army.  He  thought  there 
would  be  a  great  disposition  among  the 
militia  to  go  on  this  service ;  they  would 
go  as  militia*men,  and  they  would  conti- 
nue to  have  all  the  advantages  of  militia* 
men.  A  man  would  be  enabled  to  serve 
his  country  abroad,  without  leaving  his 
wife  in  want  at  home.  In  England,  in- 
deed, all  descriptions  of  people  were  en- 
titled, in  exigency,  to  relief  from  their 
parish,  but  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  there 
was  no  parish  support.  It  was,  therefore, 
proposed,  that  this  class,  who  were  merely 
a  disposable  militia,  should  continue  to 
possess  all  the  advantages  of  militia-men, 
and  that  tbe  officers,  as  already  stated^ 
should  have  also  the  advantage  of  half-pay. 
With  respect  to  tbe  manner  m  which  they 
ought  to  be  organised;  and  rendered  use- 
fuly  the  precise  rule  to  be  applied  could 
not  be  welt  laid  down,  till  they  saw  what , 
disposition  existed  in  tbe  militia  to  extend 
their  services,  and  what  offers  ihight  be 
made.  As  it  was  not  however  meant  to 
allow  the  whole  of  any  regiment  to  ex- 
tend their  service,  the  proportions  accept- 
ed would  be  formed  into  provisional  bat- 
talions of  militia  for  foreign  service ;  the 
sphere  of  their  service  would  be  Limited 
to  Europe,  and  the  command  of  the  bat 
talions  given  to  militia  officers.  He  knew 
there  were  regiments  in  the  militia  ser- 
vice who  were  impatient  to  go  abroad  as 
regiments,  and  disposed  to  sacrifice  any 
thing  rather  than  derogate  from  their  m- 
tegnty  as  regiments.  He  was  perfectly 
well  aware  of  the  disadvantage  of  sepa- 
rating one  part  of  a  regiment  from  ano- 
ther, and  ot  doing  any  thing  which  had  a 
tendiency  to  extinguish  the  aprii  du  corpi^ 
Givilig  every  allowance  to  this  feeling, 
still,  however,  he  was  not  disposed  to  think 
that  these  provisional  battalions  would  be 
found,  on  comparison,  to  be  less  effective 
than  other  regiments.    Lord  Wellington  . 
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gtte  it  as  his  Of^kiioft,  thai  some  of  Ib^ 
«HMt  effective  fa^ttiAtons  under  his  com- 
Biand»  were  formed  of  three  or  four  re- 
cced regiitienis,  and  someiimes  a  greater 
number,  who  were  thrown  together  iftto 
one  battalion,  instead  of  sending  them 
home  to  be  recruited  to  their  proper  esta- 
'  btishment  There  were  not  more  efRictive 
battalions  in  the  whole  army  than  those 
which  were  so  formed.  It  ooght  to  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding 
officer,  whether  the  field  officers  should  be 
taken  from  the  militia  or  the  line ;  but  in 
all  cases  the  lieut.  colonel  ought  to  betaken 
from  the  militia,  that  the  character  of  mi* 
litia  regiments  might  hot  be  lost*  He 
bad  occasion  to  know,  that  in  Ireland  pro^ 
irisional  battalions,  of  a  description  like 
that  which  he  bad  been  stating,  were 
found  to  be  inferior  to  no  troops  in  all  the 
qualities  for  which  soldiers  are  Taluable* 
All  the  difficulties  which  frightened  our 
ancestors,  and  which  were  important  at 
one  time  in. point  of  privilege,  ought  now 
to  be  lost  and  swallowed  up  In  the  necesaitj 
f6r  exertion  imposed  on  us  by  the  present 
times.  The  great  principle  which  ought 
now  to  be  bor<ie  in*  mind  was,  that  we 
were  struggling  in  the  defence  of  our  own 
liberty,  and  the  liberty  of  Europe.  Frag* 
ments  of  regiments  and  minute  parts  of 
regiments  might  be  brought  togetner,  and 
tesed  as  militia,  with  as  great  advantage  as 
whole  regiments.  He  hoped  they  would 
not  be  discouraged  in  undertaking  the 
jgreat  effort  which  they  had  in  contempla* 
lion,  under  the  idea  that  they  could  not 
possibly  get  of  er  all  the  embarrassments 
to  which  it  would  give  rise.  The  proper 
principle  for  an  Englishman  to  adopt  was, 
that  individuals  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
exert  themselves  in  the  way  which  was 
most  agreeable  to  their  own  inclinations. 
Having  stated  the  outline  of  his  plan,  he 
Would  next  proceed  to  state  the  expecta- 
tions which  he  had  of  the  numbers  of  men 
to  be  derived  from  it,  and  from  the  ordi- 
nary  recruiting  of  the  country.—* The  or- 
dinary recruiting  would  not,  in  fact,  be 
affected  so  much  by  the  measures  which 
were  going  on  at  the  same  time,  as  per* 
•ons  judging  merely  from  theory  might  be 
led  to  suppose.  He  bhoold  propose,  that 
the  bounty  for  the  transfer  from  the  home 
ta  European  service  should  be  10  guineas ; 
and  that  for  entering  into  the  line  12 
guineas  should  be  gifen,  for  a  service 
limited  in  point  of  years ;  and  16  guineas 
for  a  service  for  life ;  thuk  ailowine  two 
guinefas  for  each  part  of  the  scale.    With 
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reipoct  to  the  exicrft  to  wbkh  it  might  h% 
prudent  to  gm  the  executive  govermMnt 
the  power  of  receiving  o^rs  froasthe  mi« 
Ikia,  he  was  not  dispMod  to  push  the  mea- 
sure beyond  what  might  be  considered  a 
healiliful  exertion  for  the  country.  Ha 
was  aware,  that  there  were  various  im« 
portant  duties  for  the  militia  to  perform  at 
home,  in  the  services  of  the  interior.  Tho 
amount  df  force  which  he  was  disposed  to 
Uke,  would  not,  he  conceived,  operate  af 
an  unreasonable  pressure  on  tbe  country. 
He  should  propose,  to  take  the  quota 
which  by  the  existing  laws  regutating  tbe 
entrance  from  the  militia  into  the  Ime  waa 
placed  beyond  all  hasard,  and  also  a  »um* 
bar  equal  to  the  qoota  for  the  succeeding 
year;  and  he  had  farther  to  propose,  that 
ihe  arrears  td  the  numbers  allowed  lo  xo* 
lunteer  in  former  years  might  now  be 
made  good.  The  aonaal  quota  from  the 
militia  to  the  line  amounted  to  10,000-— 
the  double  quota  would  therefore  be 
20,000-^and  the  arrears  of  former  years 
might  be  stated  at  6,000 — making,  in  the 
whole,  26,000;  and  that  was  the  whdie  ex* 
tent  of  the  numbers  which  it  was  now  pro- 
posed to  take.  The  House  would  see  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  supply  which  thi^ 
measure,  if  it  succeeded  to  the  expectations 
formed  of  it,  would  require.  Supposingv 
th^  measure  to  produce  96  or  27,000  menf, 
and  that  tbe  ordinary  recruiting  did  not 
fall  off  firom  the  usual  number  of  I4,OOG^ 
the-govemment  would  be  enabled  to  realise 
40,000  men,  ejf elusive  of  the  recruits  fbr^ 
the  foreign  regiments. — He  bad  abreadjr 
stated  the  average  waste  of  our  army  ibr 
tho  last  fdor  years  to  have  been  25,009 
men,  and  that  the  waste  of  this  year 
might  be  presumed  to  amount  to  30,000i 
He  should  in  this  manner  be  taking  p'ro^ 
dent  precautions  for  the  proper  supply  of 
^our  army.  Such  a  supply  was  indispen* 
sable,  in  order  that  the  great  acquisitiona 
which  we  had  been  enabled  to  make  might 
not  be  committed  to  hazard,  and  that  tbe 
executive  of  the  counti^y  might  have  the 
power  of  striking  sodie  important  blow  in 
ah  interesting  quarter,  when  occaiioA 
^hould  admit  of  it.  At  no  period  in  the 
history  of  this  conntry  had  there  ever  been 
so  great  a  proportion  of  our  regular  forces 
employed  abroad  as  there  now  was ;  and 
that  portion  of  our  army  which  was  sta- 
tioned at  home  was  reduced  to  narrowet 
limits  than  ever.  Notwithstanding  the 
present  happy  temper  of  the  comttry, 
which  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  bless* 
ings  of  planty,  ef  the  jatis&iotion  derirved 
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from  its  exenk>ii|»  and  the  prosperily^ 
which  flowed  from  its  ioduetry,  a  temper 
of  public  mind  coogenial  to  Knglisbmen, 
atill  it  would  be  an8uitat»le  in  the  executi?e 
gorernment,  however  alight  grouadt  there 
might  be  £Mr  apprehensions  of  danger,  to 
ran  any  risks  by  stripping  the  country  of 
the  nomher  of  troops  necessary  for  the 
preserymtion  of  the  public  tranquillity* 

During  the  time  for  which  the  plan  of 
ealieting  for  the  militia  had  been  adopted, 
S2»000  had  been  raised  for  that  body,  or 
aboot  ro,000^  men  annually.  From  this 
system  having  boon  so  successful  at  the 
^Ndinary  rate  of  exertion,  he  trusted  that 
mea  eoow  night  be  raised  to  cover  the 
draughts  into  the  line,  witliout  resorting 
to  the  very  onerous  proceedings  con* 
nected  with  a  ballot.  At  all  events^  he 
was  satisfied  thai  there  would  be  no  no* 
ccssity  for  any  ballot,  except  at  a  period 
so  remote,  as  to  allow  a  proceeding  of 
tfab  nature  without  any  extrgordtnary 
pressore  on  the  country  4  for  example, 
Bot  until  the  expiration  of  the  Bill  which 
he  should  propose,  which  would  be  at  the 
end  of  a  year  from  nexi  Cbrtstmas^ — He 
■trusted,  however*  that  by  the  increased 
exertion  of  the  lieutenancy  and  gentry  of 
.4he  diffisrent  counties,  the  militia  might 
be  anpplied  by  men  raised  by  beat  of 
dram,  without  rooorting  at  all  to  the  ballot. 
He  coBceivod  that  he  had  sufficiently  ex- 
plained the  ffrouods  00  which  the  BUI  was 
feanded,  and  ihe  motives  in  the  abstract 
which  led  to  it,  respectini^  which  there 
could  be  but  one  feeling  in  the  Honse ; 
he  should  therefore  close,  by  deairing  to 
be  distinctly  understood  as  to  the  point 
which  he  had  stated  at  the  outset  of  his 
4>eeob,  that  the  government  did  not  wish 
io  appeal  to  the  p«blsc  spirit,  or  iadivi* 
doal  feelings  of  any  of  the  militia  men, 
bot  merely  to  withdraw  obstacles  which 
prevented  them  at  present  from  following 
the  bent  of  their  own  natural  incttnation 
to  serve  their  country ;  wuA  that  the  exe- 
cutive vms  desirous  of  holdiog  out  ail  fair 
«Bconrag»flMnt  to  any  men  deshDus  of  ao 
^iiw.  His  kffdship  concluded  by  mov- 
ing far  leave  to  bring  in  '^  a  Bill,  to  en- 
«Ue  his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services  of 
a  proportion  of  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  Kingdoot,  for  the  v^^orouf  ppose- 
«otion  of  the  war.'' 

Leave  having  been  given, 
'    Mr.  WkiOnad^md,  across  the  table,  that 
>how  fPore  some  parts  •f  the  noble  Aard^s 
fOaatkrongh's)  sMement^  wiiich  needed 
a  Uttk  ejq^laanan.    Hia  londshtp  bad  a^t 


CM 


distiaguithed  between  the  ten  gninea  and 
the  twelve  guinea  bounty '^men;  as  it  did 
not  appear,  by  his  Jordbhip's  ataiemeat, 
for  what  term  tha  can  guinea  aien>  the 
militia-men  serving  ahrad,  were  to  he 
liable  to  be  kept  on  foreign  service.  Jli» 
to  the  Urtn'^'one  campaign'',  he  (Mr« 
Whitbread)  supposed  that  some  specific 
time  would  be  mentioned,  as  forming  a 
campaign,  tq  entitle  the  militia,  who  had 
served  ahroad,  to  half- pay.  He  wislied 
to  understand  also,  whether  it  was  meant 
that  the  families  of  the  tea  guinea  mea, 
were  to  remain  chargeable  to  the  parish, 
urhile  the  families  of  the  twelve  guinea 
men  were  not?  Did  his  lordship  stat^^ 
that  a  double  pToporttoa  would  be  called 
out  from  the  asilitia;  and  that  to  this 
would  he  added  an  arrear  ^f  4  or  7,000 
men^  which  was  the  amount  of  the  dif- 
ference between  the  numbers  actually 
'raised  in  the  two  last  years,  and  that  ex- 
pected to  have  been  raised  from  the 
militia^ 

Lord  dfi/erea^  stated,  that  the  arr ear 
of  which  he  had  spoken,  was  not  on  the 
two  last  years  alone,  but  on  all  the  tiaia 
doring  which  the  system  of  draughting 
from  the  militia  had  been  establi^ed-«> 
what  the  precise  amount  of  this  arrear  #as, 
he  could  not  exactly  say,  but  he  belieted 
it  to  amount  to  6  or  7,000  men.  The  diS- 
forenco  between  the  militia^^nen  serving 
abroad,  and  those  enlisting  in  the  line  for 
a  limited  period,  was,  that  the  militia-men 
wobld  retain  their  pctvdegesi  ^hiie  Ihose 
who  enlisted  in  the  line  would  ba  on  the 
footing  of  other  soldiers.  The  es^act  time 
which  would  be  considered  as  a  oamoaign 
would  be  regcdaled  by  the  Gomananoer  in 
Chief,  according  to  the  genera)  accepta- 
tion of  the  lena.  The  period  during 
which  the  milttia«ttea  wha  had  vaiuis^ 
leeied  for  foreign  service  might  be  caHed 
upon  to  serve  abroad,  would  be  until  six 
awaths  after  the  aigaing  of  a  de&aitiva 
treaty  of  peace ;  at  wlucb  time  they 
would  be  disbasided,  even  if  their  servioea 
as  militia-mea  bad  not  expired. 

Mr.TFUfkvodaaid,  Uiat  astotheplan 
ia  aenerah  this  was  not  the  time  to  aland 
stiU ;  aad,  to  makemiy  efficient 'Cxertiua^ 
a  laife  additional  force  was  aocessary, 
which  could  be  supplied  from  this  soaree 
alone.  I  support,  tberefore,  (said  Mr.  W.) 
the  measure  which  has  been  proposed,  in 
the  JQst  hope,  that  these  incneased  means 
wall  only  be  applied  to  then*  legitimate 
object^;  and  libat.«o  new  profect  of  am- 
bition oa  ovr  part,  or  00  the  part  cf  pur 
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fr<An  the  same  body  of  persons,  ^but  Frooti 
the  same  indi? idtuils-^be  prisoners  con- 
fined tor  debt  in  Castle  Kushen,  in  the 
Isle  of  Man.  This  Petition  was  read  ; 
setting  forth ; 

"Tliat,  during  the  time  the  Act  was 
pending,  which  passed  in  181 1, 4^-  the 
relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,  a  clause  was  introduced  extending^ 
the  benefits  thereof  to  persons  confined 
for  debt  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  which  clause^ 
upon  consideration  thereof  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  was  withdrawn ;  and  that,  in  the 
year  1812,  a  Petition  was  presented  to 
this  House,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  con- 
fined for  debt  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  praying 
relief,  but  which  Petition  was  withdrawn ; 
upon  an  understanding  that,  during  the 
ensuing  summer  recess,  such  steps  would 
be  taken  by  the  Manks  legislature  as 
would  render  any  further  application  to 
parliament  unnecessary ;  and  that,  in  pur* 
snance  thereof,  the  petitioners  were  in 
hopes  an  Act  would  have  passed  so  m  to 
have  relieved  them  before  this  period ; 
and  that  the  Manks  legislature  had  passed 
last  year  such  a  Bill  for  their  relief  as 
could  not  receive  the  royal  assent;  and 
that,' though  his  >Maje8ty's  subjects  In  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  globe  have  been- 
relieved  by  the  Act  of  last  session,  the  pe- 
titioners are  still  in  the  same  unhappy 
situation,  some  having  been  confined  up* 
wards  of  seven  years ;  and  praying,  that 
the  House  will  take  their  case  into  consi- 
deration, and  grant  such  relief  as  to  them 
may  seem  meet." 

The  Petition  was  brought  tip,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 


alires,  will  divert  us  from  it.  Such  pro- 
jecu  ma)r  i^rise ;  but  I  support  this  mea- 
sure,'hoping  and  trusting  that  the  meiins 
it  affords  will  be  applied  to  this  object 
«lone-^the  obtainment  of  a  speedy  and 
honourable  peace. 

Lord  Ctutlerea^  accepted  the  support 
which  the  bon.  gentleman  proffered,  and 
which  was  not  the  less  valuable  for  the 
conditions  which  were  annexed  to  it.  He 
hoped,  holfvever,  that  this  general  spirit  of 
amity  with  which  the  House  regarded  the 
measure  would  not  prevent  the  most  strict 
examination  of  the  details. 

Mr.  Wkithread  said,  that  it  might  be 
better  that  this  examination  should  take 
place  after  the  Bill  had  been  through  a 
committee,  and  the  blanks  filled  up;  in 
which  staite  it  might  be  given  to  the  mem- 
bers. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  November  12. 

Committee  of  Supply.]  llie  House 
having  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  /Mnttknoi  moved,  that  the  sums  of 
10,500,000^'and  of  5,670,700^  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty  to  take  up  the  Exchequer 
bills,  out-standing,  under  the  acts  of  Isst 
session;— Agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to*morrow. 

Wats  and  Means.]  The  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
«ttd  Meyins ;  and  the  annual  taxes  on  rntlt, 
pensions,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  snuff,  were 
granted,  towards  raising  the  Supply. 

The  Chttncdhr  of  the  Exchofiter  said, 
that  the  tax  on  sugar,  consisting  at  present 
of  three  distinct  duties,  was  productive  of 
great  inconvenience.  At  present,  also, 
the  drawbacks  on  su^r  exported  were 
charged  on  the  consolidated  fund,  which 
caused  an  apparent  diminution  of  that  fund, 
and  a  correspondent  increase  on  the  sugar 
duties.  This,  though  of  no  disadvantage 
to  the  public,  produced  a  prejudicial  inac- 
curacy in  the  accounts.  He,  therefore, 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  during  the  pre- 
sent session  propose  some  measure  to 
remedy  these  defects. 

The  House  then  resumed. 

Insolvent  Debtoes  in  the  Isle  of 
Man.]  Mr.  Horner  said,  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  petition  similar  to  four  or  five 
which  he  had  before  presented,  not  only 


Militia  Service  Bill.]  The  Militia 
Service  Bill  was  brought  in  and  read  a 
first  time. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Saturday,  Nov.  1 3. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  \o 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resolution  which  they  had  directed  hint 
to  report  to  the  House ;  aod  the  same  was 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  and  is 
as  followeth ; 

Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
10,500,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
for  paying  off  and  discharging  the  Exche« 
quer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  two  Acta 
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of  the  5Srd  year  of  hit  present  MajMty, 
the  one  for  raising  the  sum  of  10,500,000/. 
by  Exchequer  biMs,  for  the  service  of 
Gre'at  Britain,  for  the  year  1813  ;  and* the 
other  for  raising  the  sum  of  5,670,1001.  by 
exchequer  .bills,  for  the  senrice  of  Great 
Brhain,for  the  year  1 81 3,  outstanding  and 
VDproTided  for. 

Report  prom  twb  CoMMtrrBB  op  Wats 
AND  Mbans.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  Resohitions  fvhich  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same 
were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  are  as  foUoweth  ; 

1.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  duties  upon 
mah,  which,  by  an  Act  of  the  52d  year  of 
.his  present  Majesty,  hare  continuance  to 
the  24th  of.  June  1814>,  be  further  conti- 
Doed  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which 
•hall  be  made  within  (jlreat  Britain,  from 
the  23d  of  June  1814  to  the  24th  of  June 
1615. 

2.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply^ 
Ifraoted  to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of  4«  in 
the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raised  within 
the  space  of  one  year,  from  the  25th  of 
-March,  1814,  upon  pensions,  offices^  and 
personal  estates  in  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain called  England,  Wales,  and  the  town 
of  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

3.  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  several  duties 
imposed  on  sugar,  by  three  Acts  made  in 
the  27th,  34th,  and  37  th  years  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty  ;  on  malt,  by  an  Act  made 
in  the  27th  year  of  his  said  Majesty  ;  and 
the  duties  of  excise  on  tobacco  and  snuflT, 
by  an  Act  made  in  the  29th  year  of  his* 
said  Majesty,  which,  by  an  Act  made  in 
the  53d  year  of  his  said  Majesty,  have 
continuance  until  the  25th  of  March  1814, 
be  fbrtber  continued  until  the  25th  of 
March  1815. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
.  open  the  said  Resolutions ;  and  that  Mr. 
Lashing>ton,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
f|uer»  Mr.  Brogden,  Mr.  Berkeley  Paget, 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Wharton,  and 
Mr.  Arbuthnot,  do  prepare  and  bring  it 
in, 
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InBOLTBiiT  Bbbtohs.]     Lord   Holland 

Sttd,  \it  held  in  his  hand  t  Petition  from 

"bertain  insolTent  d^tors  coofinad  in  the 
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Pfeet*pri6on,  wliieh  he  would  present  for 
the  purpose  of  being  laid  on  their  lordships^ 
table.  He  was  not  disposed,  just  now,  to 
give  any  pledge  that  tie  should  hereafter 
make  any  motion  upon  the  subject ;  fof^ 
in  the  absence  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Redesdale),  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  promoting  the  present  general  Insolvent 
Debtors^  Act,  it  wooM  not  be  fair  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  respecting  the  provisions 
of  that  measure.  He  should  therefore  ab- 
stain from  raising  any  argument  at  pre* 
sent,  but  wait  the  noble  and  learned  lord^a 
explanation.  He  had  only  to  observe, 
that  the  allegations  contair^d  in  the  Peti- 
tion were,  that  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  In^ 
solvent  Debtors  had  passed  the  two  Houses 
of  the  legislature,  and  had  received  the 
royal  assent  in  July,  and  yet  no  person 
was  appointed  as  judge  to  carry  that  Act 
into  execution  until  the  month  of  Septem« 
her.  In  addition  to  this  disappointment  of 
their  expectations,  such  was  the  difficulty 
of  extending  its  operations,  that  no  one 
cotHd  receive  its  bent-fits  until  the  26ih  of 
the  present  month.  The  petitioners  stated 
these  facts  in  proper  and  respectful  lan- 
guage ;  and,  without  saying  more  at  pre- 
sent, he  should  move,  that  this  Petition  do 
lie  upon  their  lordships'  table,  with  a  view 
that,  as  soon  as  the  noble  and  learned 
lordfs  presence  would  admit,  their  case 
should  be  taken  under  consideration. 

The  Xor<^  CkanceUor^\^  not  rise  to  offer 
the  slightestoppositionto  the  Petition  being 
laid  upon  the  table,  nor  to  incite  any  dis- 
cussion which  might  relate  to  the  provisions 
of  the  measure  alluded  to,  in  the  absence 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend ;  but  he 
thought  it  bis  duty  to  notice  some  obser- 
vations which  bad  not  long  ago  been 
made  in  some  of  the  public  papers.  It 
was  stated,  that  although  by  this,  insolvent 
Debtors'  Act  so  much  difficulty  was  found 
in  creating  a  court  capable  of  carrying  i(Cs 
provisions  into  execution,  yet  at  the  time 
It  passed  that  House,  there  was  not  one  of 
the  law  lords  who  had  not  given  his  con- 
sent to  the  measure.  For  himself,  he  mast 
entreat  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  much 
as  he  wished  any  measure  like  the  Act  he 
alluded  to,  to  be  successful,  he  for  ^ne 
foresaw,  and  it  must  be  recollected  by 
those  who  beard  him  at  the  time,  he  did 
express  his  opinion,  that  what  he  consi- 
dered the  machinery  of  the  BHl  was  not 
adequate  to  the  purpose  of  carrying  it 
into  complete  execution.  Such  uTas  his 
view  of  the  measure  before  it  went  to  ano* 
ther  place  (the  Honse  of  Gomtaon^;  bat 
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iwben  it  came  back  "withoUi  those  clao^ei 
iwbich  were  left  to  those  who  were  the 
proper  persons  to  insert  them,  he  no 
longer  doubted  of  the  great'  difficulty 
wbich  would  arise ;  and  he  tben  declared 
that  it  was  his  opinion  it  conld  not  be  car* 
ried  into  effect.  Let  it, not  be  roisunder- 
9tood,  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  this  or 
any  other  general  measure  which  could 
be  framed  ^r  the  purpose  intended ;  he 
should  be  extremely  glad  if  such  a  system 
could  be  adopted*  without  the  obstacles 
which  impeded  the  execution  of  this  Act. 
He  thought  it  also  his  duty  to  say,  injus- 
tice to  the  gentleman  who  was  now  ap- 
pointed ta  tbe  office  of  commissioner,  that 
no  blame  could  attach  to  tbe  discharge  of 
his  duty  since  he  was  appointed ;  and  no 
one  could  have  done  more  to  accelerate 
the  relief  of  those  for  whose  liberation  It 
Vas  provided. 

Lord  Holland  trusted,  that  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petitioners  would  not  be  mis- 
understood ;  they  imputed  no  blame  to 
any  one ;  but  merely  mentioned  the  fact, 
that  the  Act  had  passed  in  July  ;  that  no 
Appointment  was  made  till  September; 
and  that  such  was  tbe  delay,  that  no  be- 
nefit had  yet  been  extended  to  these  un- 
^rtunate  individuals. 

Viscount  Sidvumih  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  few  observations^  in  conse- 
quence of  whst  had  just  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord.  He  trusted  that,  even  in  the 
absence  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Redesdale),  be  should  be  excuse^  from 
making  a  few  remarks  as  to  tbe  delay 
which  had  been  represented..  After  the 
Insolvent  Debtors'  Bill  passed  into  a  law, 
he  had  been  applied  to  upon  the  subject, 
aitd  blame  had  been  unjustly  imputed  to 
his  conduct  upon  the  occasion.  Indeed, 
with  respect  to  such  imputed  blame,  it 
would  be  tor  him  to  learn  that  the  dis- 
cbarge of  any  duty,  hnder  that  act  of  par- 
liament, belonged  to  the  office  to  which 
be  bad  the  honour  to  be  appointed.  But 
such  was  his  fervent  desire  to  make  him- 
self useful,  where  an  act  of  beneficence 
was  to  be  performed,  that  he  should  ai- 
rways consider  it  bis  duty  to  step  forward 
in  the  cause  of  public  good,  especially 
where  the  comforts  and  liberation  of 
thousands  of  individuals  constituted  the 
object  of  his  exertions.  On  such  occa- 
sionk,  be  should  never  consider  whether 
the  line  of  duty  was  confined  within  the 
precincts  of  his  own  office,  or  within  those 
of  another.  It  was  during  an  absence  of 
^  few  weeks,,  by  tbe  indulgence  of  the 


Prince  Regent,  that  be  was  presented 
with  two  petitions  from  Insolvent  Debtors^ 
complaining  to  tbe  Prince  Regent  of  the 
delay  which  they  conceived  had  arisen  in 
carrying  this  Act  into  execution.  After 
paying  the  djesired  attention  to  these  peti<f 
tions,  he  did  of  his  own  accord  imme« 
diately  \Vnte  to  his  noble  friend  at  th^ 
head  of  the  Treasury  (the  earl  of  Liver* 
pool),  informing  him,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  defect  in  the  provisions  of  the  Act* 
which. did  not  grant  a  salary  to  the  person 
to  be  appointed  commissioner,  its  execo« 
tion  had  been  delayed,  to  the  injury  of 
all  those  who  had  entertained  expectationa 
of  relief.  He  requested  that  under  tbes^ 
circumstances,  for  ^he  benefit  of  these  un- 
fortunate persons,  his  noble  friend  would 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
discharging  whatever  might  be  the  salary 
considered  appropriate  to  the  office  of 
commissioner.  His  noble  friend,  with 
the  utmost  readiness,  adopted  this  sugges* 
tion,  and  this  obstacle  as  to  the  salary  waa 
immediately  removed.  In  the  mean  time 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  wool- 
sack, who  could  vouch  for  the  conduct  al- 
ready mentioned*  and  who  had  not  been 
backward  in  using  every  endeavour  to 
expedite  the  execution  of  this  statute, 
after  consulting  with  another  noble  and 
learned  friend  of  bis,  presiding  in  the 
King's-bench,  proposed  the  office  to  th^ 
consideration  of  two  individuals  of  the 
hiffhest  eminence  ;  but,  after  having  con- 
sidered the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  which 
would  be  entrusted  to  them,  they  had  both 
successively  begged  leave  to  decline  the 
situation.  So  far  he  must  appeal  to  their 
lordships,  that  no  blame  could  be  attached 
to  him  or  any  part  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment ;  nor  had  any  delay  been  occ%* 
sioned,  which,  by  the  utmost  attention, 
could  possibly  be  avoided.  Some  time 
afterwards,  when  another  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  (as  we  understood,  lord  Redes- 
dale) communicated  from  the  country, 
that  "Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer  might  be  ap- 
pointed, and  requested  that  he  (lord  &) 
would,  as  speedily  as  possible,  procure 
bis  appointment  from  the  Prince  Regent ; 
he,  in  consequence,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  had  an  immediate  interview  with  that 
gentleman,  and  in  two  hours  the  proposi- 
tion was  laid  before  his  Royal  Higfaneas, 
and  Mi*.  Serjeant  Palmer  was  appointed 
the  following  day.  Since  that  period,  he 
bad  bad  frequent  interviews  with  thia 
learned  gentlenpan ',  an(t  be  soon  under- 
stood, (bat  with  rtfspect  to.  the  notice  nt* 
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cetsary  to  be  gif  en  in  the  Gazette,  sacb 
would  be  the  namber  in  one  week,  that 
they  would  swell  that  publication  beyond 
mil  bounds  fit  for  its  general  circulation. 
To  remof  ^  any  delay  on  account  of  this 
inconvenience,  he  bad  given  directioha 
that  a  Supplementary  Gazette  should  be 
published  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays, 
and  a  Supernumerary  one  on  Thursdays, 
so  iong  as  it  should  be  necessary  so  to  do 
for  the  prevention  of  delay  in  carrying 
the  Act  into  execution.  He  had  also 
taken  care  that  the  price,  by  omiuing  the 
usual  stamps  should  be  as  low  as  possible, 
and  thus  the  circulation  of  such  volumin- 
ods  publications  might  not  be  frustrated. 
He  considered  that  no  blame  could  be, 
throughout,  imputed  to  any  part  of  the 
executive  government;  be  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power,  without  consi* 
dering  whether  it  came  within  the  pro- 
vince of  his  official  capacity,  which  he 
should  always  hold  it  his  duty  to  do  upon 
occasions  like  this;  as  he  most  sincerely 
felt  for  the  miseries  of  those  who  justly 
expected  they  would,  have  been  relieved 
from  their  severe  misfortunes  long  before  the 
present  period*  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
no  fault  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  learned 
gentleman  who  now  filled  the  office  of 
commissioner;  for  he  had  witnessed  his 
unremitting  endeavours  ta  Ipse  no  time  in 
extending  the  relief  of  this  Act  to  those 
who  had  so  ardently  contemplated  the  be- 
nefit. The  noble  viscount  concluded,  by 
tsxpressing  his  hope  that  no  exertion  would 
be  wanting,  where  all  must  feel  for  the 
misery  which  must  have  been  experienced 
from  disappointed  expectation,  and  that 
every  difficulty  would  speedily  be  sur- 
mounted. 

Lord  Uolla^  again  thought  it  his  duty 
to  say  a  few  words,  in  justice  to  himself 
and  the  petitioners.  With  respect  to 
himself,  he  should  have  been  the  last  man 
inr  the  world,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  im< 
pule  it  to  the  noble  viscount,  that  he 
wanted  diligence  or  attention  in  the  dis- 
cbarse  of  any  doty  which  might  belong 
to  bu  official  'situation.  He  never  heard 
till  now  that  any  blame  of  that  nature  had 
been  imputed  to  him  ;  at  the  same  time, 
^e  gave  him  full  credit  for  alt  thecon<|uct 
.and  motives  w^ich  he  had  just  now  can* 
^idly  explained  to  the  House.  For  the 
petitioners  he  must  also  say,  that  there 
'  ffjas  not  th^  smallest  impu^tion  cast  upon 
any  quarter ;  but  the  petition  s)mply 
stated  the  fact  of  the  delay  between  the 
passing  of  the  law  and  the  appointment  of 


the  commiiiaioner.  They  had  caused  this 
petition  to  be  placed  in  his  hands ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  a  noble  and  learned  lord's 
absence^  he  had  been  disposed  to  wait  the 
opportunity  of  his^  speedily  being^  in  that 
House,  when  the  nature  and  provisions  of. 
the  Bill  would  with  more  propriety  have 
come  under  their  -consideration.  Such, 
however,  was  the  natural  feeling  of  those 
who  were  sufiering  under  a  most  severe 
miffoitone,  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
immediately  to  present  the  petition,  in 
order  that  the  subject  of  its  prayer  might 
not  be  delayed  one  moment  from  occupy- 
ing, as  he  conceived  it  ought  to  do,  their 
lordships'  most  serious  attention.— Though 
he  was  not  inclined  at  present  to  draw  on 
any  discussion  of  the  Act  itself,  or  to  im- 
pute blame  to  the  executive  government* 
yet  he  considered  that  the  petitioners  had 
a  just  right  to  complain ;  for  an  act  of 
parliament  had  passed,  and  they  justly 
called  for  its  being  put  into  execution*. 
The  legislature  had  pledged  iuelf  by  that 
Act,  that  the  relief  they  expected  should 
be  extended  to  them ;  an^  if  there  were 
any  obstacles  and  impediments  whick 
prevented  the  execution,  parliament  were 
now  sitting,  and  they  ought  to  proceed, 
immediately  to  their  removal. 

Lord  Ellcnborough  zdveried  to  the  obser* 
vation  which  bad  stated  that  the  assent  of 
all  the  law  lords  had  been  given  to  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  this  act  of 
parliament.  Although  be  could  have, 
wished  most  sincerely  that  the  law  could 
have  been  rendered  practicable  and  expe- 
dient, he  was  one  of  those  who  had  inva« 
riably  said  #hat  this  measure  would  never  . 
answer  the  expectations  of  those  who  sup- 
ported it ;  and  although  he  was  willing  to 
give  way,  for  the  ptirpose  of  letting  the 
experiment  be  tried,  yet  the  present  diffi* 
cullies  he  had  foreseen;  and  he  could 
assure  their  lordships^  that  the  measure 
had  not  in  any  other  way  his  assent, 
either  expressed  or  implied.  There  waa 
one  part  of  the  Act  which  related  to  the 
creation  of  a  Court  of  Appeal ;  '  and  he 
would  say  of  it,  that  expressions  never  pre- 
dicated more  confusion  and  incomprehen- 
sibility. It  was  impossible  to  say,  from 
the  structure  of  the  words,  whether  one 
or  three  judges  of  a  court  were  intended. 
Besides  this,  there  was  no  power.whaiever 
given  to  this  court ;  and  it  was  impossible, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  leai  ne(l 
judges,  that  this  Act  could  be  carried  into 
execution*  There  waa  no  time  or  modp 
of  thft  Court  of  Appeal  conducting  its 
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JoHsdictten,  if  it  had  any ;  and  the  same 
confusion  attended  the  proTinons  of  that 
under  a  commiMionbr.  There  were  no,t 
only  seeds  of  death  dispersed  tbrbogh  the 
body  of  the  Act«  bnt^  in  his  judgment,  it 
had  been  still-born.  It  was  impossible,  in 
his  opinion,  that  it  could  be  carried  into 
eatecutioh,  and  no  man  more  than  himself 
felt  for  the  situation  of  those  who  had  suf- 
fered all  the  biUerness  of  baffled  hopes  and 
expectations  ;•  and  so  far  did  he  thiak  the 
legislature  pledged,  that  he  would  recom- 
mend that  an  Act  of  a  temporary  nature, 
either  suspending  or  repealing  the  present, 
should,  without  delay,  be  passed  before 
the  Christmas  holidays ;  so  that  these  in- 
dividuals might  as  speedily  as  possible  be 
liberated  from  their  confinement.  There 
was  no  prospect  whatever  of  any  effect 
being  accompliRhed  under  this  general  Act, 
which  might  be  taken  into  consideration 
afterwards ;  but  he  would  not  disguise  his 
opinion ;  he  was  certain  it  could  never  be 
darried  into  execution.  He  wished  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  (Redettdale)  had 
been  present ;  and  he  regretted  that  his 
duty  obliged  him  to  express  these  senti« 
ifients  in  his  absence ;  but  he  would  be 
credited  for  saying,  that  he  should  have 
expressed  himself  in  the  same  manner,  if 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  been  in  ^e 
tloose.  In  conclusion,  he  observed,  if  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Holland)  or  any  other 
i^Ould  propose  a  Bill  for  the  immediate 
i^ltef  of  those  who  were  now  confined,  he 
li^ould  lend  ail  the  assistance  he  could 
for  furthering  its  progress  into  an  act  of 
parliament. 

Lord  Hoiiand  conceived  hitiself  called 
iTpon  to  answer  the  last  observation  of  his 
noble  and  learned  friend.  He  had  ever 
been  a  decided  enemy  to  temporary 
Acts  of  Insolvency;  he  considered  them 
ihost  vicious  aAd  ruinous  experiments^ 
most  shamefully  resorted  to  by  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  purpose  of  saving  that 
trouble  which  was  required  in  framing  a 
law  of  a  permanent  and  useful  description. 
But  now,  that  the  legislature  had  gone  so 
far  as  to  pass  the  present  Act,  be  would 
never  lend  his  hand  to  the  repeal  or  sus- 
pension of  the  measure,  nor  give  his 
tfssent'  to  the  introduction  of  a  temporary 
Bill,  which  was  the  most  unjust  and 
noxious  provision  that  coald  be  adopted 
by  parliament.  If,  indeed,  this  permanent 
Act,  however  liable  to  deficiency  and  the 
want  of  immediate  improferaent,  and  for 
which  they  had  to  long  contended^  were 


to  be  repealed  or  suspended/ h^  afaonld 
despair  oiF  their  fbture  endeavours  to  rew 
establish  a  measure  of  the  same  deacrip- 
tion.  The  Act  was  passed-^the  kgisla* 
tare  were  now  -aitttng,  and  they  wero 
bound  to  amend  it  sd  that  it  might  be  car- 
ridd  into  execution. 

Lord  Bllenborcmg^  in  explanation  said^ 
no  man^  n^ore  than  himself  disliked  the 
principle  and  injustice  of  temporary  !»•« 
solvent  Acts;  but,  in  the  present  in* 
stance,  he  recommended  the  measure  fo# 
the  relief  of  those  who  must  otherwise 
continue  a  considerable  time  longer  iti  the 
midst  of  their  misfortunes. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  professed  himself  m 
decided  enemy  to  temporary  Aois ;  bat 
he  trusted  the  noble  lord  (Holland)  would 
see,  upon  the  present  occasion,  that  an 
Act  of  that  nature  would  be  only  foi^  the 
purpose  of  completing  what  was  intended 
in  the  present  permanent  Act  of  parlia* 
ment.  He  adverted  to  the  mode  by 
which  the  temporary  Acts  were  carried 
into  execution ;  and  then  suggested  the 
imnyense  undertaking  of  the  comiAissfoner^ 
who  would  have  to  direct  himself  wh«l 
had  fallen  by  those  Acts  to  the  attemion 
of  all  the  quarter  sessions  throughoet  the 
kingdom.  The  Court  of  Appea)  beseg 
constitmed  as  it  was,  how  was  it  possible 
to  carry  the  prelent  Act  into  execution  ? 
The  creditor  nnght  appeal,  or  the  debtor 
might  appeal ;  but  there  was  no  authority 
to  decide,  and  the  person  must  remain  in 
confinement. — He  certainly,  under  all 
these  circumstances,  should  recommend 
the  interference  of  a  temporary  Act,  either 
repealing  or  suspending  the  present  one^ 
or  leaving  the  person  claiming  the  beiiefit 
to  take  his  choice  of  the  statutes  for  th% 
purpose  of  obtaining  relief. 

Lord  HoUand  again  stated  his  objection 
to  this  mode,  upon  the  grounds  he  hud  aU 
ready  mentioned  ;  and  observed,  that  he 
saw  no  reason  why  the  Act  should  not  be 
amended,  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  In  all  Measures  Of  a 
novel  kind,  it  was  natural  to  find  uniore- 
seen  difficulties ;  but  these  might  be  sur* 
mounted,  and  be  should  suggest  that  th^ 
Act  should  be  subdiiited  to  the  conside* 
ration  of  the  learhed  judges,  who  were  beat 
able  to  point  out  th^  amendments  ffieees- 
sary ;  and  then  the  legislature  could  have 
no  objection  to  amend  it  accordingly.  - 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  Iht 
table* 
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Monday,  No0mHktr  15. 

MiMiBLLANEduaEsTiMATBs.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Arbothnot, 
the  following  sums  were  voted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ensning  year:— 41,021/.  14*., 
a4»3]5L  \98.  Oid.,  and  3,225/.  IBs.  for  the 
Civil  List  Deficiencies;  5,454/.  9#.  5c/.  for 
iVIiamentary  Services;  10,000/.  for  the 
improvement  of  the  commonication  be- 
tween the  eonnties  of  Edinburgh  and  Fife, 
in  North  Britain ;  1 19,500/.  for  the  French 
emigrants. 

Mr.  Whiibrtad  said,  he  had  been  ap- 
plied to  by  a  Mr.  Remoay,  a  gentleman 
who  was  high  in  office  in  Toulon  when 
the  English  were  in  possession  of  that  place. 
He  had  rendered  the  greatest  services  to 
the  ^eets  and  armies  of  this  coontry  at 
Too  Ion.  Among  other  things,  he  paid 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  aids  to  oor 
government.  This individoal  only  received 
the  small  pittance  of  one  shilling  per  day 
when  he  first  came  here.  This  allowance 
was  afterwards  raised  to  100/.  per  annum, 
at  which  sum  it  still  remained.  Applica«> 
lions  were  made  in  his  behalf  to  the  Trea- 
rary  by  sir  David  Dundas  and  lord  Nelson, 
who  both  had  the  highest  opinion  of  his 
•ervices,  and  his  claims  on  this  govern* 
■lent  for  an  augmentation  of  this  sum ; 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  a  Mr. 
Howard,  who  gave  an  opinion  against  the 
increase.  Sir  David  Dundas  afterwards 
gave  in  another  representation,  which  was 
equally  unsuccessful ;  and  applications 
have  been  fruitlessly  made  to  the  Treasury 
every  year  since.  Mr.  Remooy  bore  the 
most  irreproachable  character;  he  was  74 
years  of  age,  and  his  wife  68;  and  at  an 
Age  when  the  comforts  of  life  were  more 
especially  wanted,  he  was  not  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  an  allowance  equal  to  the  mere 
necessaries.  An  opinion  had  gone  abroad 
among  the  public,  that  the  distribution  of 
the  money  voted  to  the  emigrants  was  not 
made  with  sufficient  care ;  probably,  from 
^ose  to  whom  it  is  entrusted  being  oc* 
.  copied  with  more  important  objects.  Cer- 
tainly there  could  not  be  among  the  emi- 
grants a  man  more  deserving  of  notice 
ftban  M.  Remooy.  He  had  told  that  gen- 
tleman, when  he  mentioned  bis  case,  that 
if  the  representations  of  sir  Da?id  Dundas 
and  general  CHara  failed,  he  (Mr.  W.) 
hhd  but  little  <;|iance  of  succeeding;  though 
k  waft  but  JQStice  to  sute,  that  aU  applica* 
Itat  ttide  to  the  Trearary  ^niilbrmly  met 
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with  the  Mvost  atteasioa.  He  m/mAy 
wiehed  now  to  call  the  attention  of  hii 
Majesty's  gecvermnent  to  the  case  of  thir 
deserving  individ«aL 

The  CtoMeZ/sr  ^  ike  Bgehofuer  r«mem* 
bered  more  of  the  name  than  of  the  cir-i- 
cumstances  of  the  case.  The  matter  had 
been  referred  to  Mr.  Howard,  and  the 
augmentation  refused  on  the  opinion  deli- 
vered by  that  gemlemao;  The  emigrants 
came  into  this  country  under  various  cir- 
cumstances; and  were  the  allowances  to  be 
regulated  anew,  a  very  di0erent  distribution 
would  probably  be  made ;  for  some  who 
came  Brst  over  were  treated  with  a  libe- 
rality that,  if  extended  to  all,  would  have 
entailed  a  very  heavy  burden  on  us  and  our 
posterity. 

^Mr,  WhUhrgttd  thought  if  any  exception 
could  be  made  in  favour  of  any  inditidoal, 
it  ought  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Remooy. 

The  following  sums  were  then  voted  t 

8,000r.  for  the  St.  Domingo  sufferers. 

5,500/.  for  the  Dutch  emigrants. 

1 1,500/.  for  the  Toulonese  and  Corsican 
emigrants. 

19,000/.*  for  the  relief  of  American 
loyalists. 

4.0001.  for  the  Goree  emigrants. 

3,250/.  for  the  relief  of  the  French  emi< 
grants  in  Jersey  and  Guernsey. 

5,000,000/.  to  pay  off  Exchequer  bills 
issued  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  55d  of 
the  King. 

Mr.  Baring  wished .  to  know  why  no 
statement  was  submitted  to  parliament  of 
the  sums  expended  on  the  hew  Custom- 
house ? 

The  Chaneeliar  qf  ike  Exekequer  said,  no 
application  was  made  to  parliament  for 
sums  for  the  improvements  at  the  Custom- 
house, and  consequently  oo  statements 
were  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  EUtrvig  said,  the  outlays  were  made  ' 
from  the  customs,  and  consequently  from 
the  public  revenue  of  the  country.  So 
important  an  article  of  expenditure  ought 
to  have  the  sanction  of  the  House  in  somo 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  Arbuihno$  said,  whether  the  prac- 
tice was  good  or  bad,  it  was  one  which  had 
always  been  followed. 

The  Ckanccihr  qfOe  Exckequer  said,  one 
great  reason  for  making  thb  outlay  with- 
out  waiting  for  the  sanctioa  of  parliament 
was,  to  prevent  the  public  lervice  being 
impeded. 

Mr.  Whiibrtad  said,  the  expence  of  the 
improvements  at  the  Costomohoose  was 
denrayed  oot  of  the  piblic  revennes  of  the 
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coaalry>  oter  which  parrmment  certainTy* 
bad  a  right  of  control.  The  4)ilapi(]ated 
state  of  the  Cuttom- house  having  been 
Icnown  for  many  years,  it  was  rather  sin- 
gular that  no  plan  and  estimate  should  be 
submitted  to  the  House.  A  great  many 
things  of  this  nature  had  formerly  been 
done,  without  the  consent  or  control  of 
parliament ;  for  instance,  barracks  were  at 
one  time  built  without  any  communication 
to  that  House^  It  was  said,  that  parlia* 
ment  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
The  House,  however,  had  thought  proper 
to  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into  those 
things  of  late  years.  He  wished  to  know 
if  the  treasury  had  taken  upbn  them  to  do 
what  parliament  had  not  done  ?  If  a  plan 
and  estimate  had  been  submitted  to  them  ? 
and  if  it  was  known  what  the  expence  w^ 
likely  to.be  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exdiequer  said,  a 
plan  and  estimate  had  been  given  in — the 
execution  was  thrown  open  to  public  com- 
petition, and  fell  considerably  short  of  the 
estimate  proposed, 

Mr.  Wymte  said,  the  inconvenience  to 
the  public  business  would  be  nearly  as 
great,  in  waiting  the  decision  of  the  trea- 
sury as  (he  decision  of  parliament. 
.  The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Ways  and  Means — Loan.]  On  the 
notion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxcheouer, 
|he  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  believed 
it. would  not  be  necessary  for  him  at  pre- 
sent to  go  at  any  considerable  length  into 
the  particulars  of  the  Supplies  which  had 
been  voted,  and  the  sums  which  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  carrying  on  the  public  bu- 
siness of  the  country.  He  should  merely 
observe,  that  13  millions  had  been  voted 
for  the  naval  service ;  and  two  issues  of 
Exchequer  bills  of  five  millions,  and  two 
millions  and  a  half,  and  that  the  whole 
sum  voted  amounted  to  about  27  millions. 
The  Ways  and  Means  to  meet  the  public 
exigiencies  were  only  the  annual  taxes, 
amounting  to  about  three  millionsi  and  the 
Aum  to  be  raised  by  the  loan  concluded 
that  morning.  Before  entering  on  the 
particulars  qf  the  loan,  he  would  proceed 
to  explain  some  of  the  circumstances  con- 
bected  with  \U  He  believed  it  was  unusual 
ibr  a  loan  to  be  contracted  before  m  former 
Joan  had  been  altogether  pa^d  up.  In  the 
l^onth  of  June  layt,  wbcn  th^  loim  took 
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place  for  the  service  of  1813,  it  had  been 
stated,  that  government  did  not  t:onsider 
themselves  precluded  from  resorting  to 
any  other  measure  of  a  similar  nature, 
which  the  public  service  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  might  render  it  necessary  to 
adopt.  It  had  been  said,  however,  to  the 
contractors,  that  it  was  believed  such  suqis 
had  been  granted  by  parliament  as  would 
in  all  probability  be  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service.  Some  time 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  it  became 
obvious  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  apply  to  parliament 
for  a  farther  supply ;  not  only  from  the. 
additional  expences  of  the  public  service^ 
but  also  from  others  not  in  contemplation 
at  the  time  of  the  former  loan.  The  Ex- 
chequer bills  bad  been  issued  on  as  fa* 
vourable  terms  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  certain  circumstances,  fa- 
vourable to  the  public  credit  of  the  coun- 
try, Tendered  it  not  advisable  that  the 
market  should  be  stocked  with  them  to 
any  great  amount.  Persons  holding  Ex- 
chequer bills  were  desirous  of  disposing  of 
them  for  the  sake  of  laying  out  the  pro- 
duce in  the  public  funds.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  thought  necessary* 
that  the  loan  should  be  greater  than  whai; 
the  circumstances  of  the  public  servico 
rendered  absolutely  necessary.  A  loan, 
to  the  amount  of  10  or  11  millions,  would 
have  enabled  goyernment  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  country  till  the  usual  period 
of  application  to  parliament.  But^  by  way 
of  relieving  the  Exchequer  market,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  found  it  the  general 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to  com* 
bine  two  operations  at  once,  and  to  raise 
such  a  sum  of  money  at  present,  as  would 
render  it  unnecessary  for  some  months  to 
come  before  parliament,  and  to  issue  any 
additional  Exchequer  bills.  The  luaii, 
thereforei  amounted  to  the  sum  of  *22  mil* 
lions.  It  was  considered  advisable,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  that  a 
preference  should  be  given  to  the  con- 
tractors for  the  last  loan,  although  they 
had  no  right  to  any  such  preference,  in 
consequence  of  an  express  stipulation  in 
their  contract.  It  was  the  interest,  how- 
ever, of  all  parties,  with  a  view  to  the 
consequences  in  the  money  market,  thai 
the  last  contractors  should  have  a  pret 
ference.  Upon  these  principles,  the  traps* 
actions  of  that  morning  bad  taken  place, 
and  hh  hoped  the  bargain  would  he  found 
extremely  advantageous  to  the  public^ 
The  amount  of  the  sum  (o'b^  raised  waiw 
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•a  he  laid  already  9UUd,  22  millions.    Il 
was  agreed,  that  for  etery  100/.  money 
anbtcribed,  the  contribator  should  be  en« 
titled  to  1 10/4  in  the  Three  per  Cents.    In- 
atead  of  the  portion  in  the  Long  Annaities, 
as  was  the  case  last  year,  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  sum  was  taken  in  the  S  per 
cent.  Consolidated  Annuities,    Every  1 00/. 
advanced  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  110/. 
ID  the  Reduced,  and  67/.  in  the  Consolidated 
Annuities.    This,  when  codnpared  with  the 
^rms  of  the  loan  of  last  summer,  would 
be    found    highly    advantageous  to    the 
(Country.    The  difference  in  favour  of  the 
country  was  S$.  64L  oi  Long  Annuities,  and 
?/.  in  the  three  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Annuities.    In  June  last  a  long  annuity  of 
8«.  6d.  per  hundred  was  given^    The  pre- 
sent bargain,  therefore,  was  more  favour* 
able  by  1/.  18#.  per  cent;  so  that  nearly 
2  per  cent,  less  wasgiven  to  subscribers 
than  in  Jene  last*    Tne  loan  was  also  m 
other    respects    more   favourable.     The 
whole  amount  of  the  annuity  to  subscribers 
in  June  last,  was  5L  lOi.  6(L  per  cent. ; 
in  the  present  loan  it  was  5/.  6#.  2\d, 
The  bargain  of  that  day  with  the  con- 
tractors, therefore,  was  concluded  at  an  in- 
terest of  5/.  6s.  2^.     In  other  respects  the 
loan  was  not  less  favourable.    The  esti- 
mated profita  of  last  loan  amounted  to  4 
per  cent. ;  the  estimated  profits  that  morn- 
ing were  not  more  than  S/.  6i.  per  cent, 
and  the  discount  5s.  6d.    He  httd  heyd  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  that  the  premium  in 
.the  market  already  amounted  to  3|  per 
cent«    He  had  thus  made  a  bargain  which 
he  hoped  would  be  every  way  acceptable 
to  the  House  and  the  country.     He  might 
be  allowed  to  mention,  bv  the  bye,  that 
the  loan  of  that  day  took  place  under  very 
favourable    circumstances.      Instead     of 
forcing  a  loan  on  the  n^onied  men,  several 
of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  of  the 
,city  seemed  rather  anxious  to  force  a  loan 
on  the  government.    The  next  thing  to  be 
considered  was,  the  charge  on  the  country, 
created  by  this  loan.     There  was  allotted 
to  it  a  sinking  fund  of  \\  per  cent,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  Act  of  fast 
year.     So  that  in  this  year,  without  laying 
any  additional  burden  on  the  public,  it 
.would  be  possible  to  comply  with  that  Act, 
.and  lay  the  foundation  for  the  redemption 
.of  the  debt  created,  in  a  manner  highly 
.  advantageous  to  the  public. 
Stock  created,  in   the  5  per        £. 

cent.  Reduced 24,200,000 

.la  the  Consolidated 14v740,opo 


Making  together 38,940,000 


Nov,  15.  |$15, 

The  interest  amounted  to...... 

Sinking  Fund 

Chargea  of  management 


Total  annual  charge . 


1,168,200 

584,100 

11,682 

1,765,982 


The  interest  paid  on  the  last  loan  was, 
as  had  been  stated,  5/.  10#.  6^.  per  cent ; 
the  interest  on  the  loan  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  last  also  exceeded  that  of  the 
present  loan,  which  in  point  of  terms  was 
more  satisfactory  than  any  since  the  year 
181 1.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  had  great 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  state  to  the 
House,  that  the  revenue  of  the  last  quarter 
had  experienced  a  considerable  increase 
— that  quarter  exceeded  by  1,900,000/. 
the  revenue  of  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  the  preceding  year. 

Several  of  the  Resolutions  resulting 
from  the  statements  in  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's speech,  being  put,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whiihread^  in  the  course  of  putting 
them,  asked  if  the  eflRsct  of  this  system 
would  not  be,  to  take  the  whole  sum  re- 
quired out  of  the  sinking  fund  already 
created ;  and  thus  to  diminish  it  to  tha 
extent  of  the  sum  required  for  the  present 
exigencies  of  the  country  ? 

Tile  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchegucr  agreed, 
that  the  measure  must,  in  the  first  place, 
have  this  effect;  but  that  the  original 
sinking  fund  would  not  thereby  be  ulti- 
mately impaired. 

The  other  Resolutions  were  then  put 
and  agreed  to,  and  the  Report  was  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morrow^ 

MiUTiA.  Volunteering  Bill.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  having  moved  that  the  House 
do  resolve  into  a  committee  on  the  MiUtia 
Volunteering  Bill, 

Mr.  WhUihid  Keene  rose  and  said>- 
Though  I  feel  a  scruple  in  detaining  the 
House  from. going  into  a  committee  on 
this  important  measure,  y^t  I  roust  re- 
quest their  indulgence  to  submit  some  of 
the  considerations  which  press  strongly 
on  my  mind  on  the  subject.  This  is  the 
third  great  measure  of  the  same  tendency, 
which  it  has  been  the  noble  lord's  lot,  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  to  sub- 
mit to  this  House.  The  first,  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  local  militia;  a  measure 
of  which  this  House  and  this  country  felt 
the  necessity  at  the  time  it  was  iiitro* 
duced.  That  nobie  body  of  moni  the  vp- 
luntee.«  of  Great  Britain,  nearly  the  whole 
male  population  of  our  country,  started 
into  arms  on  the  appearance  of  imminent 
danger  of  iavation.    A  spectacle  admired 
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by  Europe^  «ik1  a^pretf  of  whtl  a:  free 
couotry,  seotibk  of  tbe  blessings  iteojoys, 
will  do  when  contented  «nder  the  judmU 
-ntstration  of  its  government.  The  effect 
At  the  time  was  most  important,  as  it  put 
ftncod  to  any  expectation  of  success  from 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  appre- 
hensions at  home.  But,  Sir,  this  vast 
body  of  men  (not  less  than  400,000),  when 
the  danger  no  longer  threatened,  gradually 
fell  off*  to  an  inconsiderable  number.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise,  asit  wascomposed 
of  men,  principally,  who  being  employed 
in  different  occapations,  by  which  they 
served  themselves  and  their  country, 
could  not  remain  permanently  in  that 
attitude.  It  was  at  the  same  time  obvious 
that  Holland  and  Flanders,  with  their  sea 
ports,  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Ruler 
of  France,  and  he  having  also  the  com- 
mand of  the  population  of  many  states  of 
Germany,  it  was  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  our  country  to  have  a  much  larger 
body  of  men  trained  to  arms,  and  ready 
for  the  call  of  their  country,  than  even 
that  meritorious  body  of  the  regular  mi- 
litia joined  to  the  troops  of  the  line,  which 
might  remain  in  the  country.  Sir,  it  has 
been  often  said,  that  good  comes  some- 
times from  evil.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  unfortunate  state  of  Europe  atone 
could  have  brought  forward  and  reconciled 
this  country  to  this  great  measure  of  the 
local  militia,  by  which  400,000  men  are 
engaged  for  a  certain  time,  and  great  part 
of  them  trained  to  arms,  and  by  which,  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  years,  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  country  fit  to  bear  arms 
will  ba  equally  trained.  Thia  is  a  mea- 
sure which  conld  be  adopted  tn  Great 
Britain  alone.  It  is  perhaps  the  only 
country  in  Europe  where  arms  could  be 
put  almost  indiscriminately  inta  the  hands 
of  its  inhabitants.  At  the  same  time  that 
it  does  infinite  honour  to  its  people, 
it  pats  an  end  to  the  bugbear  of  an  inva- 
sion w&icb  France  has  so  often  held  out ; 
and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  while 
it  makes  the  attempt  improbable,  makes 
-the  success  impossible.  The  ralue  of  this 
measure  does  not  rest  here ;  such  a  mode 
of  strengthening  oar  defence  most  mate- 
rially increases  oar  power  of  offence ;  as 
our  country  will  now  be  safe  in  the  hands 
-of  the  local  and  regular  militia,  and  the 
troops  of  the  line  may  be  employed  out 
of  it.  It  is  well  known,  that  often  the  most 
«flicient  defensive  measures  consist  in 
actlTe  aggression.  The  constiiotion  and 
inttresti  of  Great  Brilaia  afQw  tod  au- 
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thorise  active  aggression  under  no  ethetf 
circumstances.  Peace  is  her  element; 
she  seeks  not  to  disturb  the  tranquillity, 
or  invade  the  ^possessions  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  unsheathes  her  sword  only  to 
vindicate  her  insulted  honour,  or  repel 
aggressions ;  her  interests  are  best  pro* 
moted  by  the  tranquillity  and  prosperity 
of  other  states.  That,  however,  when 
reduced  to  war,  the  most  important  effects 
may  result  from  a  judicious  employment 
of  British  troops  in  active  aggression 
under  proper  circumstances,  is  most  satis* 
factorily  demonstrated  by  what  has  passed 
and  is  now  passing  on  the  peninsula. 
We  hare  seen  a  body  of  British  troops  (a 
handful  compared  to  the  armies  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  or  the  French  in  the 
peninsula,  not  less  than  200,000  men) 
under  the  genius  of  our  illustriops  soldier 
there,  supported  by  the  valour  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  that  small  body  of  men  drive 
the  enemy  out  of  Portugal  ;  and  by  a 
series  of  brilliant  achievements,  wherein 
the  whole  science  of  war  was  called  into 
action,  drive  that  enemy,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  troops  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
whose  patriotic  valour  his  genius  had 
conciliated  and  organized,  out  of  five- 
sixths  of  the  country  at  one  time  in  their 
possession.  Lord  Wellington,  instead  of 
being  cooped  in  his  lines  at  Torres  Ve- 
dras,  is  at  this  moment  acting  with  a 
mighty  united  force  within  the  territories 
of  France.  The  next  great  measure  car- 
ried through  by  the  noble  lord  was,  the  in- 
terchange of  militia  with  our  sister  king- 
dom. This,  while  it  adds  so  importantly 
to  their  mutual  safety  by  the  power  of 
increasing  the  force  in  either,  as  circum- 
atances  mi|;ht  require,  goes  much  farther. 
Great  as  this  advantage  is,  it  is  inconsider- 
able, compared  to  what  may  be  naturally 
expected  from  this  intermixture  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  two  islands,  and  the  union 
of  habits  the  consequence  of  such  friendly 
interests.  There  is  no  magic  in  the  act 
of  parliament  which  in  ten  years  could 
ripen  the  countries  into  a  real  union  of 
heads,  hands,  and  hearts,  so  much  as  this 
measure  will  probably  do  in  one  quarter 
of  that  time.  Nor  does  the  advantage  of 
it  rest  there  ;  it  most  prove  highly  eco- 
nomical. It  is  obvious,  that  the  amount 
of  our  peace  establishment  must  be  regu- 
lated by  the  state  of  the  power  of  France 
at  the  time  peace  may  be  concluded. 
Whatever  would  have  been  the  amount 
of  that  establishment,  if  these  mea- 
sures had  not  been  adopted*.  Qutj#  witk 
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Ikntm^  be  redoced  considerably. .  ft  re- 
mained -ttill  ai  a  measure  of  peace, 
wbicb  is  best  preaenred  bj  the  prompt 
force  fvhicb  it  can  send  forth,  to  establish 
aiich  a  system  as  might  with  the  least  de- 
lay and  ezpence.  afford  powerful  means  to 
repel  and  avenge  insults  on  her  honour  and 
interests.  With  this  fievir  the  noble  lord 
has  brought  forward  this  great  ipeasure.  In 
the  introdnction  of  it  he  has  with  moch  eio- 
^oence  and  sound  judgment  anticipated  and 
obviated  objections,  which  from  a  mis- 
taken view  (as  I  think)  of  the  constitution, 
might  have  been  made  to  its  being  sup- 
ported by  this  House.  The  provident 
mind  of  tliose  illustrious  patriots,  who  in- 
troduced the  militia  system,  accompanied 
it  with  such  provisions  as  were  in  the  then 
slate  of  Europe  adequate  to  the  purposes 
of  thia  country.  On  the  sape  principle, 
they  would  have  extended  m  the  present 
state  of  Earope,  the  provisions  to  the  de- 
gree now  proposed.  As  the  noble  lord 
did  not  in  the  nrst  stage  of  the  measure 
enter  into  its  results,  may  1  be  permitted 
to  submit  some  of  the  most  prominent 
which  press  themselves  on  my  mind. 
Melancholy  experience  has  proved  the 
disadvantages  our  country  labours  under 
mt  the  commencement  of  all  those  wars 
.  into  which  we  have  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury been  compelled  to  enter,  for  the  vin- 
dication of  our  honour  or  interests.  During 
the  present  dreadful  revolutionary  war, 
may  it  not  be  fairly  presumed,  that,  had 
the  measure  now  proposed  existed,  that 
torrent  of  devastation  might  have  been  con- 
fined ?  Is  there  not  good  reason  to  believe 
that  if  25,000  men  could  have  been  sent 
to  Toulon  during  the  five  months  it  was  in 
our  possession,  it  might  have  been  kept, 
and  the  subsequent  extension  of  the  Hevo- 
Intion  materially  checked  ?  While  ihe  war 
in  the  Vendee  raged,  could  we  haire  sent 
25.000  men  to  occupy  a  post  on  that  coast, 
a  communication  would  have  been  preserv- 
ed with  those  distinguished  men  who  were 
sacrific'mg  their  lives  add  their  homes  in 
defence  of  their  religion  and  laws;  and  the 
event  must  have,  been  according  to  human 
reastmiBg,  very  differebt.  When  that  in- 
adequate attempt  wu  made  at  Quiberon, 
could  it  have  been  supported  by  such  a 
body  of  Britisb  troops,  the  catastrophe 
could  not  have  ensued,  and  consequences 
most  important  might  have  takeA  place. 
Gentfemen  may  differ  from  the  specula- 
tions I  have  presttroed  xo^fkt  on  the  mode 
in  which  those  troops  might  have  been 
iHployed,  bot  they  cannot  differ  as  to  the 
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vital  importance  of  having  such  an  addt* 
tional  force^  with  promptitude  when  thia 
country  is  ibrced  imo  war.  Hitherto,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  war,  the  govemmenty 
from  the  unarmed  state  of  the  country, 
has  been  obliged  to|^iverank  for  raising 
men,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  army< 
This  mode  has  been  attended  with  eoor'^ 
roous  expence  both  to  the  public  and  to- 
individuals,  and  produces  only  raw  undis^ 
ciplined  men,  who  require  much  training 
before  they  are  fit  for  service ;  they  have 
been  got  together  by  all  the  scandaloua 
arts  of  contending  crimps^  and  are  as  defi- 
cient in  quality  as  they  are  in  the  bosinesr 
and  habits  of  soldiers.  The  mode  now 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord  will  give  the 
country  such  a  body  of  trained  men,  equal 
in  every  respect  to  those  of  the  line  (ex- 
cept* not  havinff  been  employed  on  actual 
service),  in  a  lew  weeks,  as  could  not  be 
got  together  and  rendered  equally  efficient 
in  as  many  half  years.  There  are  many 
oth)er  important  advantages  to  be  expected 
from  it ;  but  I  will  not  further  delay  the 
House  at  present  by  entering  into  them, 
and  shall  only  add  that  I  consider  the 
noble  lord's  proposed  measure,  when  com- 
pleted, as  a  mighty  engine  of  a  hundred 
horse  power,  in  the  arsenal  of  our  Country, 
ready  to  be  drawn  into  operation  when  ru 
defence  may  require  it,  and  will  thereby 
preserve  it  from  insults. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  asked,  if  any  delay 
was  to  take  place  after  the  Bill  had  gone 
through  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  the  principle  of  the  measure ; 
as  much  would  depend  upon  the  detail. 

Lord  Ca$ikreagh  saw  no  occasion  for 
any  delay.  The  House  would  be  best  able 
to  judge  of  the  course  it  ought  to  adopt, 
aAer  the  Bill  came  out  of  the  committee. 
He  thought  the  matter  so  simple,  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  could  existj  so  as  to 
require  a  reconsideration  of  the  measure  in 
detail.  If  so,  however,  any  minor  parts 
would  be  open  to  consideration  in  a  future 
stage ;  and  the  measure  would  be  better 
appropriated,  and  equally  open  to  remark, 
after  the  committee,  than  it  was  now. 

Mr.  C.  IV.  Wynne  said,  he  considered^ 
as  every  gentleman,  he  presumed,  must 
do,  the  present  measure  to  be  utterly  sub- 
versive of  the  first  principle  of  the  militia 
force,  intended  as  it  was  for  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, say^  that  this  was  to  be  weighed  . 
against  the  advantages  which  were  likely 
to  result  to  this  country,  and  to  the  world 
at  large,  from  the  adoption  Df  this  mea- 
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Bare  at  dK  t>re8ent  BKxnenU    If  an  f  m&n; 
no  dottbt,  were  to  look  to  the  'objoct  whici^ 
tbe  coQBtry  had  in  view  in  the  year  1750, 
from  the  formation  of  the  militia  foroe« 
and  to  compare  it  with  the  pre«eBl  mem- 
sarei  he  must  feel  aatoaished  at  perceif  lag 
bow  esseotially  it  wat  altered.    At  first,  the 
miltt'ra  force  was  similar  to  our  volunteer 
force^  and  afWrwards  to  oor  local  miUtia* 
The  persons  who  were  Httble  to  serve  tn  it 
were  not  to  be  taken  for  any  lenffth  of  time 
from  their  usual  occupatioDs,  anJea  en  nf • 
gent  occasions;   tnd  the  only  gronnd  for 
oalllrng  eut  that  force  was,  the  ootintry 
betng  in  knrainent  danger  of  invasion; 
when,  alone,  it  was  -to  be  embodie4.   The 
practtce  of  requiring  landed  qnilificalienfl; 
»om  officers  was  new  almott  entirely  mi- 
perseded ;  there  being,  in  tnoet  instancea, 
more  officers  who  were  uD<|iialified  thm 
who  were  qualified.  The  local  militia  sow 
was  as  the  old  militia  was  then.    This  ob- 
jeoftional  service  was  not  in  contemplation 
when  the  men  entered  into  it ;    but  at  the 
aame  time  be  (Mr.  Wynne)  did  not,con- 
ceive  it  to  be  so  objectionable  as  to  counter* 
balance  the  advantages  to  be  ^rived  from 
it.    The  measure  had  his  hearty  support^ 
end  shotbld  have  it,  even  if  it  wentio  entitle 
the  country  to  avail  itself  of  the -eervioee  pf 
the  militia  to  the  whole  extent.  He  had  some 
observations,  however,  to  submit  on  the 
two  parts  of  the  plan ;  considering,  as  he 
<Kd>  that  the  two  SMthods  would  compete 
the  one  against  the  other.    There  woold 
ht  a  hardijiip  on  the  lieutenants  in  the  pe« 
gular  army,  in  having  so  great  a  mimber 
of  captains  from  the  militia  placed  in  the 
army  with  superior  rank  io  them;  but 
the  advantage  likely  to  result  from  this  ar- 
rangement was  so  great,  that,  on  the  whole, 
be  could  not  see  why  their  feelings  ought 
not  to  be  sacrificed  in  this  respect  to  the 
public  advantage.     The  part  to  which  he 
lelt  the  strongest  objection,  was  that  which 
regarded  the  proviniooal  battalions,  where 
an  interest  and  a  feeling  was  given  to  the 
men  in  support  of  the  one  plan,  and  to  the 
officers  in  support  of  the  other  plan  ;   so, 
that  a  canvassing,  as  it  were,  might  be  ex- 
isted to  take  place  between  the  one  spe- 
cies of  service  and  the  other;    and  he 
should  not  be  surprised,  the  advantage  to 
the  officer  was  so  great  in  the  one  way 
Inore  than  in  the  other,  that  an  additional 
bounty  were  offered  by  the  officers  to  the 
nien,  to  induce  them  to  extend  their  ser- 
vices into  the  regular  army.  On  the  other 
hand,  where    the    militia    officers   were 
anxious  to  form  provisional  battalions,  he 
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waa^airaid  the  present  measure  fumishoA 
them  with  inducement4  to  lay  temptationa 
in  the  way  of  the  men  to  withhold  th# 
more  extended  linn  of  eervice.  He  waa 
also  afraid, '  that  officers  serving  in  thoan 
provisional  battalions  might  lose  their  io-t 
fleence  in  the  couuties  to  which  they  be-i 
longed :  and*  to  fiekl  officers  belonging  to 
the  .militia,  nest  of  whom  were  men  of 
larige  fortnnes,  tbeofier  of  half-pay  would 
be  a  very  inadequate  bait ;  a  better  aad 
mere  cfi^toal  inducement  to  such  mem^ 
he  thoughty  would  he  the  holding  ewl 
some  honorary  mark  of  distinaion*  These 
were  his  ideas  on  the  subject.  He  was 
afraid  of  the  two  plans  dashing  wilh  eaoli 
other. 

Lord  CasiUreagh  agreed,  that  the  ben* 
vgentleman  had  stated  the  caae  fairly* 
Uiough  be  presumed  to  think  he  had  gone 
into  it  more  in  detail  than  was  at  present 
necessary.  He  begged,  however,  -to  say 
a  few  words  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  seemed  tn 
think  that  k  would  have  been  better  had 
he  confined  his  measure  to  one  of  the  twe 
plans*  instead  of  extending  it  to  both.  He 
(lord  Castlereagh),  however,  considered 
the*seoond  part  of  the  plan  as  auxttiary  to 
the  former  part,  rather  than  ntherwise.  He 
believed  the  hon.  gentleman  had  over-eati* , 
mated,  the  influence  of  the  officers  over 
the  men.  Those  who  knew  the  militia^ 
men  in  general,  best  knew  that  they  were 
not  above  a  certain  measure  influenced  by 
the  advice  of  their  officers*  He  did  noit 
see  how  it  could  have  been  possible,  pre* 
eerviag  due  regard  for  t|)e  feelings  ^thn 
offiKrers  in  the  army,  to  have  introdnoed 
among  them  officers  from  the  inilitia,  with 
higher  rank  than  that  of  csiptain  ;  and  the 
bounty  already  given  to  enlist  from  the 
militia  into  the  army  was  so  nearly  equal 
to  that  now  -proposed,  that  he  was  afraid 
the  present  measure  wenld  be  ineffiiotaal, 
without  some  supplemeusal  or  extraordi- 
nary  induoeoaents,  such  as  these  new  held 
out.  11  he  had  not  h^sld  out  the  diSereOt 
«peoies  of  inducements  psoposed  by  the 
present  measure,  heoonld  not  assure  hia»- 
aelf  that  he  should  be  able  to  raise  the 
force  he  expected.>*-«He  felt  disposed  to 
keep  the  bounties  low,  parlicnlarly  iia  k 
was  necessary  to  preserve  a  diatinciioft 
between  the  bounties  for  the  army  and 
militia;  but  on  the  other  hand,  therfrwerii 
advantages  atUched  to  the  militia,  of 
which  if  the  men  now  in  that  force  were 
to  be  deprived  by  extending  their  servion, 
he  oQttkl  not  expect  that  they  ^4>nld  4m 
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fraTftiM  on  to  do  Mo  Tkis»  m  t  peculiar 
jmametf  applied  to  the  iiiiHtt^  of  Ireland 
•td  ScotkiBd ;  many  of  whom  were  war* 
ried  ttien>  and  who  would  Use  the  ppovi- 
•ions  at  present  enjoyed  bj  theif  wivef 
and  fimiKes  were  they  to  eater  iiliio  the 
army,  h  had  heen  mnch  ditcaraed,  wha* 
iher  it  might  not  be  ei^pedient  to  albfr 
'miNlia-men  to  tolunteer  into  tke  line,  rtlil 
preserTing  fcr,  their  wtves  and  iMiilies 
the  pecniiar  ad irantagea  which,  ae  nfUtiik 
men,  they  at  present  "enjoyed ;  but,  on  due 
'eoneMeration,  it  was  deemed  thai  it  i^oold 
not  be  advantageous  to  introdace  infa  tlM 
Hna  aip^lesof  force  difibrent  f)-om  the 
line  itself  with  so  marked  a  distinction  in 
its  favour.  Oh  this  account  it  was  deem- 
ed infinitely  more  advantageous  to  estab- 
.    lith  provisional  battaNons. 

With  regard  to  the  anomaly  of  thoee 
battalions  being  officered  by  persons  ap- 
-pointed  in  some  cases  by  the  crown,  and 
in  6ther8  bj  the  lord  lieutenanu  of  coan- 
ties,  he  admitted  the  statement  to  ba  oor>- 
tect,  but  at  the  same  time  contended  that 
no  ill  elects  resulted   from  soeh  an  ar- 
rangement.   The  praotkei  thoagh  ano- 
malous, was  not  novel.    It  had  existed  In 
file  Irish  militia,  who,  when  they  were 
i^rigaded,  served  under  field  officers  of  the 
line,  while  all    the    militia  commissions 
were  appointed  as  usual :   and  certaisly 
they  contributed  as  efficient  battalions  as 
any  in  the  service.     He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  anomaly,  though  inherent  in  the' 
measure,  would  not  be  found  in  its  practi- 
cal details.    If  only  one  of  the  altemalives 
*were  to  be  resorted  to,  and  remembering 
which  alternative  would  neeessarily  pre- 
vail,   he   felt  satisfied  that  the   meatore 
^ronW  not  produce  all  those  beneficial  te- 
aults  which  the  Bfll  was  framed  wkh  a 
"tiew  and  confident  expectation  of  produc- 
ing.    It  would  certainly  fail  in  obtaining 
aucb  a  number  of  men  as  was  desired.  The 
talv  things  he  apprehended,  which  they 
liad  to  guard  against  was,  the  exciting  eom- 
pietition  in  the  militia,  which  might  foe  in- 
jdrious  to  the  regolar  army;   and  with 
that  view  iie  intended,  when  therBill  was 
in  the  committee,  to  propose  an 'aheratioa 
Ih  the  rate  of  bounty,  from  what  he  had 
IBttggested  on  a  former  night. 

The  House  then  resolved  into  the  Com- 
mHteel 

*    Upon  the  chiuae  being  read,  which  em- 
Tpoivcred  his  Majesty  to  accept  the  services 
of  thre^fourtbs  of  aOy  militia  regtnient, 
'    Mr.  €,  Wymrn  rose  to  suggest  an  altera- 
t$6ii.    He  tkotfgfat,  when  it  was  coniidered 


that  difiaaeat  ragimettta  might  have  diP* 
ferent  feelings  upon  the  sabject  of  voluor 
teerinf ,  that  ni  some  regiments  more  than 
three-fourths,  while  in  others  much  loss 
than  that  nnmber,  might  ofier  their  ser* 
vices,  the  caosequenco  would  probably 
be,  that  Uie  affgregate  number  would  not 
amount  to  tUea^^fourtbs  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  countrr.  In  that  caee,  the 
fovea  would  be  less  than  wca  wanted,  and 
iba  aMaanra  woold  fail  in  producing  its 
fall  e^€t.  Ho  tiKvafore  thought  it  wouM 
be  better  to  enlarge  the  proportion  that 
might  be  pamitted  to  volunteer  from  e^ioh 
reeiment. 

Lord  CajjfcreflgA  said,  that  any  altcra- 
tioa,  such  as  proposed  by  the  hon.  meoa- 
ber,  would  tend  to  destroy  the  aailitia  it- 
self; a  t^robabiltty  whkh,  if  it  existed, 
woaid  al«ie  haiK  discouraged  him  (lord 
C.)  froaft  propoaiBg  or  prosecuting  hia 
measure.  Hit  object  certainly  was,  not  to 
destroy,  bat  to  keep  alive,  the  militia 
system  ;  and  m  securtn^  that  ofajeOt,  there 
was  no  fcMT  of  impairing  the  efieiitive 
•trevgtb  of  the  army.  It  was  to  be  re«- 
aoembered,  that  Uiere  ware  in  every  mi- 
litia regiment  a  certain  praportioh  of  m^ 
who  were  not  fitto  go  osi  foreign  service ; 
andhefoltqviu  certain  also,  that  there 
were  some  officer^  who,  from  obvious  rea^ 
aan^  would  not  be  inclined  to  volunteer. 
It  was  his  wish,  therefore,  to  consult  at 
once  the  fair  freedom  of  the  service,  and 
the.  preservation  of  the  militia,  whicli  bo 
believed  t#  be  interwoven  with  the  fnnda- 
mental  securities  of  the  country.  As  the 
clause  originally  stood,  it  left  an  alterna- 
tive, between  three-fourths  of  the  militia 
of  a  county,  or  of  a  single  regiment ;  but 
he  had  now  struck  out  that  alternative, 
and  confined  the  proportion  only  to  single 
regiments. 

Mr.  Wfxnt  suggested,  that  a  proportion 
of  four -^fifths  of  each  regiment  would  be 
more  likely  to  render  the  clause  as  efiieo- 
ti^e  as  possible: 

The  words  "  militia  of  any  county, 
riding,  A;c.''  were  then  omitted,  and  the 
following  substituted  :  ''  not  exceeding  in 
any  case  three -fourths  of  the  number 
<ictua11y  servinfi:  in  any  regiment,  bat- 
talion, or  corps." 

The  next  material  alteration  in  the  Bill 
related  to  the  rate  of  bounty.  Lord 
Castlereagh  proposed,  that  tbe  clause 
should  be  altered  so  as  to  allow  only  eight 
guineas,  instead  of  ten,  to  those  who  volun- 
teered for  European  service,  and  retaining 
all  their  privifeges  as  militiamen.    The 
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proportion  between  the  diflferent  descrip- 
iions  o^  serf  ice,  according  to  his  original 
J? iew  of  the  bounties,  be  felt  aware  was  not 
eufficient ;  this  reduction  would  render 
that  proportion  more  conformable  to  what 
St  should  be,  though  he  doubted  whether 
even  eight  guineas  for  the  first  description 
of  service  might  not  be  found  too  high. 
H6  was  Quite  satisfied,  however,  that  more 
than  eignt  ought  not  to  be  given  ;  and  in 
'filling  up  the  blank  with  that  sum,  it  was 
not  intended  that  it  should  .  be  mandatory 
on  the  part  of  government  to  give  so 
much ;  only  to  provide,  that  in  no  case 
should  that  sum  oe  exceeded. 

On  the  clause  which  related,  to.  the 
number  of  the  militia  that  were  to  be  per* 
mitted  to  volunteer. 

Lord  CastUreagh  observed,  that  many 
lion,  members  seemed  to  be'  of  opinioni 
that  the  proposed  measure  was  not  suffix 
ciently  extensive.  He  was  anxious  to 
etate  the  reasons  by  which  he  had  been 
induced  4iot  to  push  it  further  at.the  pre* 
alMit  moment.  On  referring  tp  the  amount 
of  men  now  owing  from  the  militia  to  the 
line,  it  would  appear  that  the  number  was 
S,767.'  This  deficiency  chiefly  existed'in 
Ireland  ;  in  which  country,  inconsequence 
of  the  number  of  married  men  that  were 
in  the  mililia^  and.  of  other  circumstances, 
xhe  impediments  to  carrying  into  effect  the 
volunteering  from  the  militia  into  the  line 
were  greater  than  in  Great  Britain.  The 
ground  on  which  he  conceived  it  not  ex- 
pedient to  push  the  present  measure  fur- 
ther than  by  filling  up  the  blanks  of  the 
Bill  with  30,000  men,  28,750  being  the 
amount  of  the  double  quota,  and  arrears 
(besides  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers),  was,  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
do  so  until  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
a  greater  force  could  be  advantageously 
«sed.  Unless  (his  were  previously  ascer- 
tained, it  would  he  unnecessary  to  put  the 
country  to  an  expence  larger  than  that 
which  our  view  of  military  policy  seemed 
to  demand.  Not  foreseeine  such  a  neces- 
eity,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  advisable  to 
recommend  parliament  to  allow  a  greater 
;|Cope  to  the -impulse  of  the  militia  to  vo- 
lunteer for  foreign  service.  The  assist- 
ance which  the  number  to  which  it  was 
proposed  to  limit  the  Bill  before  the  com- 
mittee would  afford,  would  be  most  power- 
ful. On  a  recent  occasion  he  had  statcxl 
its  probable  amount ;  namely^  after  cover* 
log  the  waste  of  the  ensuing  year,  about 
15  or  20»000.men.  He. meant  that,  sup- 
^Qsio|;  ^e  waHe  pf  the  British  arq^y  POt 
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to  exceed  in  .the  ensuing  campiugn  that 
-which  it  had  been  in  the  present,  wo 
should  close  at  the  end  of  the  campaign 
with  15  or  20,000  men  more  than  we  now 
possessed.  He  was  also  the  less  induced 
to  push  the  measure  further  at  present,  by 
the  consideration  that  the  Bill  would  hot 
prevent  the  operation  in  the  year  1 8 1 4  of 
the  existing  transfer  from  the  militia  to 
the  line.  ,He  would  therefore  move  to  fill 
up  the  blank  in  the  Bill  with  the  number 
**  30,000." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wynne  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  pre« 
amble, 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  begged  to  move  as  aa 
amendment  the  introduction  of  a  passage, 
to  which,  considering  the  observations 
made  by  the  noble  lord  opposite  on  a  re- 
cent  occasion,  he  dared  to  say  that,  there 
wo^ild  be  no  objection*  It  was  to  state, 
that  the  object  of  the  measure  was,  <<  to 
bring  the  contesi  in  which  we  were  en- 
gased  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclnsioo, 
and  to  obtain  the  blessings  of  peace." 

Lord  CoMUenagh  admitted^  that  he  bad 
said  that  which  was  the  conviction  of  his 
mind ;  namely,  that  peace  was  the  only 
legitimate  and  justifiable  object  of  all  war. 
But  he  should  certainly  object  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  particular  words  moved 
for. by  the  hon.  gentleman,  because  that 
would  imply  that  the  other  measures  of 
parliament  had  not  been  adopted  in  the 
same  spirit.  It  was  to  protect  parliament 
from  such  an  imputation,  that  he  most  de«> 
cline  acceding  to  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  WkUhftad  said,  that  he  would  not 
puess  his  amendment  at  present ;  but  that  on 
the  report  he  would  move  it,  in  order  that, 
should  if  it  were  rejected  by  the  House, 
it  might  be  entered  on  the  Journals.  He 
had  abstained  from  commenting'  on  the 
measure  itself  (however  objectionable  on 
constitutional  grounds),  for  reasons  which 
he  had  before  stated ;  but  he  did  conceive 
it  to  be  highly  important,  at  a  period  like 
this,  when  in  France  addresses  had  been 
presented  to  the  ruling  power,  praying 
that  the  war  might  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
conclusion ;  and  when  in  England,  on  the 
contrary,  in  unofficial  papers,  means  were 
resorted  to  to  inflame  the  people;  that 
parliament,  on  adopting  a  measure  soch 
as  that  before  the  committee,  should  dia^ 
tinctly  declare,  that  they  were  influenced 
solely  by  a  wish  to  bring  the  contest  to  m 
speedy  imd  happy  uri^natiopt    Sp  tt^igkr 
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inp  b«  repealed,  ifaat  oa  ihe  motion  for 
receiTiDg  the  report  he  should  agaia  pro- 
pose bis  amendment. 

Thelloiite  was  then  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
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Fridi^,Nov.  16. 

Galway  Eight  or  Election— Peti- 
tion or  Mr.  Joyce,  &c.]  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow  presented  a  Petition  of  John 
Joyce,  of  Galway,  banker  and  fre^older, 
John  French  Madden,  of  Galway,  free- 
holder, John  Moore,  of  Galway,  mer- 
chant, freeman,  and  freeholder,  Thomas 
Blakeny,  of  Galway,  freeman,  on  behalf 
of  themseWes  and  others,  being  persons 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  mem- 
^ler  to  stne  in  parliament  for  the  said 
town  and  county  of  the  said  town,  setting 
forth, 

«<That,  on  the  15th  day  of  Jane  last, 
the  select  committee  appointed  to  try  and 
determine  the  merits  of  the  Petition  of 
Valentine  Blake,  of  Menlo«  in  the  county 
of  the  town  of  Galway,  esq.  and  of  the 
Petition  of  John  Joyce,  Patrick  M.  Lynch, 
John  Lynch,  Alexander  Nicholas  Browne, 
James  Finn,  and  John  French  Madden, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  re- 
turn for  the  said  town,  reported  to  the 
HoQse,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Committee^ 
that  the  merits  or  the  Petitions  did  in  part 
depend  upon  the  right  of  election,  and 
therefore  the  committee  required  the 
counsel  for  the  several  parties  to  deliver 
to  the  clerk  of  the  committee  statements 
in  writing  of  the  right  of  election  for 
which  they  respectively  contended  ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  counsel 
for  the  petitioner  Valentine  Blake,  esq. 
and  also  for  the  several  other  petitioners, 
delivered  in  a  statement  as  follows : 
*  That  the  right  of  election  in  and  for  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway 
is  in  the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway,  and  in  the 
free  burgesses  and  freemen  thereof,  such 
freemen  having  been  resident  in  the  said 
town  and  county  of  the  town,  or  the  li- 
berties thereof,  at  the  time  of  their  elec- 
tion to  their  freedom,  and  also  at  the  time 
of  their  voting;'  and  that  the  counsel 
for  the  sitting  member,  the  hon.  Frede- 
Tick  Ponsonby,  delivered  in  a  statement 
as  follows :  '  That  the  right  of  election  in 
and  for  the  town  and  county  of  the  town 
efGaljvay,  is  in  the  freeholders  of  the  said 


town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway^ 
and  in  the  freemen  of  the  corporation  of 
the  said  town ;'  and  that,  upon  the  state- 
ment delivered  in  by  the  counsel  for  tha 
said  several  petitioners,  the  committee 
had  determined  that  the  right  of  election, 
as  set  forth  in  the  said  statement,  is  not 
the  right  of  election  fur  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Galway  ;  and  that, 
upon  the  statement  delivered  in  by  the 
counsel  for  the  sitting  member,  the  com- 
mittee had  determined  that  the  right  of 
elei:tion,  as  set  forib  in  the  said  statement, 
is  the  right  of  election  for  the  said  town 
and  county  of  the  town  of  Galway  ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  advised  that  the 
right  of  election,  so  determined  by  the 
said  select  committee,  is  not  the  right  of 
election  for  the  said  borough  ;  ^  and  that 
the  petitioners  are  prepared  to  prove  that 
no  person  is  entitled  to  vote  in  the  election 
of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament  for 
the  said  town  of  Galway,  as  a  free  burgess 
or  freeman  thereof,  who  was  not  honajidc 
a  resident  in  the  said  town  and  county  of 
the  town,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  at  the 
time  of  their  election  to  their  freedom  of 
the  said  town ;  and  that  the  right  of  elec- 
tion of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament 
in  and  for  the  said  town  of  Galway  is  in 
the  freeholders  of  the  said  town  and  coun- 
ty of  the  town  of  Galway,  and  in  the  free 
burgesses  and  freemen  thereof,  such  free- 
men having  been  resident  in  the  said  town 
and  county  of  the  town,  or  liberties 
thereof,  at  the  time  of  their  election  to 
their  freedom;  and  that  the  petitioners, 
therefore,  are  not  satisfied  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  said  select  committee,  and 
are  desirous  of  having  the  benefit  of  the 
several  statutes  in  that  cs^e  made  and  pro- 
vided, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
judgment  of  the  said  select  committee 
from  becoming  final  and  conclusive  against 
the  interests  of  the  petitioners,  which  wilt 
be  materially  affected  thereby,  inasmuch 
as  persons  naving  no  right  to  become 
freemen  of  the  said  town  of  Galway,  or  to 
vote  in  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  said  town  of  Galway 
and  county  of  •  the  said  town,  will,  under  * 
the  resolution  of  the  said  select  commit- 
tee, claim  to  have  a  right  to  vote  in  such 
election,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  the  said  town, 
and  of  the  free  burgesses  and  freemen  le- 
gally elected,  and  having  a  right  to  vote 
in  such  election ;  and  praying  the  House, 
that  they  may  be  admitted  as  parties,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  statutes  in  such 
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case  made  and  provided,  Co  oppose  the 
riglit  of  ekction,  in  favour  of  whidi  the 
tard  select  committee  have  so  reported, 
snd  that  the  petitioners  may  have  such 
other  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the 
'House  shall  seem  meet,  and  the  justice 
and  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be 
taken  into  consideration  upon  Tuesday 
the  I5ih  day  of  February  next,  at  three 
Vclock  in  the  afternoon;  and.  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants 
for  such  persons,  papers,  and  records,  as 
'  shall  be  thought  necessary  by  the  several 
parties,  on  the  hearing  of  the  matter  of 
the  said  Petition. 

Insolvent  Debtors  Bill.]  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  presented  a  Petition  from  certain  in- 
^Ivent  debtors  in  the  King's-bertch,  com* 
plaining  of  the  delay  which  had  taken 
place  in  carrying  into  effect  the  Insolvent 
Act  of  last  session,  and  in  consequence  of 
which  delay  they  had  sustained  many 
hardships.  The  hon.  member  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  every  motive  which  had 
induced  the  legislature  last  session  to  pass 
the  Act  in  question  ought  now  to  induce 
them  to  take  its  deficiencies  into  imme- 
diate consideration.  Though  he  (Mr. 
Lockhart)  was  a  determined  enemy  to  all 
Insolvent  Acts  in  their  principle,  as  tend- 
ing to  hold  out  temptations  to  practise  a 
variety  of  frauds  which  were,  indeed,  the 
disgrace  of  the  country  ;  yet,  as  they  had 
passed  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  debtors, 
they  certainly  ought  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  rendering  that  Act  as  efficient  as 
possible.  For  that  reason,  and  also  be- 
cause the  delays  already  experienced,  as 
well  those  which  must  inevitably  attend 
upon  executing  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
in  question,  from  the  numerous  individuals 
who  would  claim  under  it,  were  really 
injurious  to  those  persons  whose  relief  the 
legislature  contemplated,  he  should,  un- 
less he  saw  a  disposition  to  do  it  in  ano- 
ther place,  propose  on  an  early  day  to  de- 
legate to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  a 
concurrent  jurisdiction  for  hearing  and 
discharging  insolvent  cases,  leaving  the 
disposal  of  the  debtors'  property  to  the 
commissioner  appointed  under  the  Act.— - 
The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Beport  from  the  Committee  of 
•BcppLY.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 


of  the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  tbt 
Resolviions  which  they  had  dire^ed  bhat 
to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  the  taaw  wete 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hovse^  and  are 
at  follow ; 

1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  40,0611. 
14^.,  be  granted  (o  fata  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  IHce  sum*  which  has  been  issued 
by  his  Majesty's  orders,  pursuant  to  Ad- 
dresses of  this  House,  and  which  has  not 
been  m^e  good  by  parliament. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceedifig  5H,3t5/. 
1^,  0|d,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
make  good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been 
issued  at  the  receipt  of  the  Excheqaer,  out 
of  his  Majesty*s  Civil  Li»t  revenues,  to  se-' 
veral  persons  for  public  services,  notbenig 
part  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  List,  and  which  have  not  been  re* 
|!>laced  by  parliament. 

i.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3,295i. 
1  Si,,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  is»aed 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  ouc  of 
his  Majesty's  Civil  List  revenues,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  heretofore  paid  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  old  naval  stores. 

4.  Jhat  a  sun,  not  exceeding  5,454/^ 
^8,  5d,,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  make 
good  the  like  sum,  which  has  been  applied 
out  of  his  Majesty's  Civil  List  revenues, 
for  parliamentary  services,  and  service 
of  a  public  description,  and  that  the 
said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any 
fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  tO, QO0i» 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  advanced 
to  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  under  the  condi- 
tions and  restrictions  mentioned  in  an  Act 
of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for  f\ir- 
ther  improving  the  communication  be- 
tween the  county  of  Edinburgh  and  the 
county  of  Fife,  by  the  ferries  cross  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  betw^n  Leith  and  New- 
haven,  in  the  county  of  Edmburgh,  and 
Kinghorne  and  Bruntisland,  in  the  county 
of  Fife,  for  the  year  \SH,  atid  that  the 
said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any 
fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  119,500/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  the  suffering  clergy  and  l^ity  of  France, 
for  the  year  1814,  sind  that  the  said  sum 
be  issued  and  paid  without  anyfee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  8,O00/, 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  relief  af 
Saint  Domingo  sufferers,  for  the  yt^v 
1814,  and  that  th^  said  sum  be  tssb«f  tted 
paid  without  any  fee  or  deduciion. 
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$.  That  a  son,  not  ^ceedtng  $,5001,, 
l>e  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  the  relief 
of  DoUch  enugranu,  for  the  year  1814,  and 
ibat  tbe  saia  som  be  issued  and  paid 
witboot  any  fee  or  otber  deduction  wbat- 
socTer. 

0.  Tbat  a  s«in,  not  ezceediog  11,500/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  ior  tbe  relitf  of 
Toalonese  and  Corsicao  emigranta,  for  tbe 
year  iS^4,  and  tbat  tbe  aaid  sum  be  is- 
sued and  paid  witbout  any  fee  orotb«r  de** 
ductioD  wbatsoever.  ^  ' 

10.  Tbat  a  suBi,jDot exceeding  I9,00(^f 
be  sranted  to  bis  Majesty,  for  tbe  reliei* 
of  Aaierican  loyalists,  for  tbe  year  1814, 
and  tbat  tbe  said  sum  be  issued  aadpaid 
witbout  any  fee  or  otber  deduction  wbat*- 
•oever. . 

11.  Tbat  a  suo,  not  ezceediag  4,000t, 
be  granted  lo  bis  Majesty,  lo  pay  bills 
drawn  from  abroad  on  account  of  certain 
Frencb  and  Corsican  emigrants,  for  tbe 
year  1814^  and  tbat  the  said  sum  be  issued 
and  paid  wifbout  any  M  or  otber  deduc- 
tioo  wbatsoeven 

12.  Tbat  a  sojb  not  exceeding  3,250/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Mi^estj,  for  tbe  relief  of 
ibe  French  emigrants  resident  in  the 
islands  of  Jeraey  and  Guernsey,  for  tbe 
year  1814,  and  ibat  ibe  said  aiMn  be  is* 
sued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
dedoiHioa  whatsoever. 

IS.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions, be  panted  to  his  M^esty.  for  pay^ 
ing  off  {and  discharging  the  fixcbeqner 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  tbe 
5SA  year  of  his  preisent  Ms^esty,  for 
raising  tbe  sum  of  five  millions  by  Ex- 
chequer bills,  for  tbe  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  tbe  year  1813,  onutuidiiig 
nndnnprovided  for. 

RsroBT  raoii  tbb  Gommitteb  of 
WaT4  jam  Meamsu]  Mr.  Lushington  re- 
fMrted  from  the  cnounittee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  lo  oon« 
aidor  further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising 
•tbe  Supply  graniied  lo  bis  Majesty  ;  tbe 
Resolutions  wbkh  tbey  had  directed  bun 
to  report  to  the  House ;  and  tbe  same 
wore  read,  and.  agreed  to  by  tbe  House, 
and  are  as  follow. : 

1.  That,  towards  mistiig  ibe  Supply 
granted  to  bis  Majesty,  tbe  sum  of  twenty 
two  milliooB  ite  raised  by  annuities. 

2«  Tbat  every  contriimtor  to  tbe  said 
aom  of  twenty-IWQ  millions  shall,  for  levery 
100^.  contributed  and  pasd,  be  entitled  to 
the  principal  «nm  of  110^  in  annuities, 
after  tbe  lale  of  Si.  per  ceau,  to  com- 


mence fpom  the  lOthday  of  October  \^l$p 
and  to  be  added  to,  and  Aade  one  joint 
stock  with,  certain  anuuHies  after  the  rate 
of  3/.  per  ceat.^  wbich  were  reduced  from 
4^  to  3/.  per  cent,  by  an  Act  made  in  the 
23d  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  late  Majestyt 
and  to  be  payable  and  traasferraUe  at  tha 
Bank  of  Eogland  at  tbe  same  timf^  and  in 
tbe  same  manner,  and  .suli^ect  to  the  like 
redemption,  as  the  said  3i.  per  cent  Re- 
duced Annuities : 

That  every  such  contributor  shall  also 
be  entitled  to  the  further  principal  aum  of 
67/.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3/.  per 
centp  to  commence  from  the  5^  ilay  of 
July  1813,  and  io  be  added  tow  and  mada 
one  joint  stock  with,  the  SL  per  cent,  an- 
nuities consolidated  by  tbe  Acts  of  tba 
25tb,  28th,  29tb,  32d,  and  83d  years  of 
his  Ute  majesty  king  George  the  second, 
and  by  several  subsequent  Acts,  and  to  h^ 
payable  and  transferrabk  at  the  Bank  of 
England  at  tbe  same  time  and  in  tbe  same 
manner,  and  subject  to  tbe  like  redemp- 
tion, as  the  said  3/.  per  cent.  Consolidated 
Annuities: 

That  tbe  said  several. annuities,  so  tn 
be  payable  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  charged 
or  cbargeid>le  upon,  and  payable  out  o^ 
tbe  Consolidated  Fund  of  Great  Britain,  or 
any  other  du^es  and  revenues  wbich  shall 
be  appropriated  for  tbat  purpose  by  any 
Act  or  Acts  of  ibis  present  aesyion  of  par^* 
iiament: 

Tbat  every  contributor  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  19th  day  of  November,  make  a 
deposit  of  10^,  per  cent,  on  auch  sum  aa 
he  or  she  sball  choose  to  subscribe  to- 
wards raising  the  said  sum  of  twenty -tWQ 
millions  with  the  chief  cashier  or  cashiers 
of  tbe  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  aa  a  security  for  makiilg  tb^ 
futnr^  payments  on  or  before  the  days  or 
times  hereinafter  mentioned  j«— 10^.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  ]>e- 
cember  next;  20/.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  14th  day  of  January  1814;  20/.  per 
cent  on  or  before  the  lltb  day  of  Fe- 
bruary next;  10/.  per  cent  on  or  before 
tbe  1 8th  day  of  March  next ;  20/.  per 
cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  April 
next ;  and  K)/.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
6th  day  of  May  next : 

Tbat  every  contributor  who  shall  pay 
in  tbe  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution 
money  toward^^  tbe  said  sum  of  twentyf 
two  miUioBS  at  any  time  oi^  or  before  the 
1401  day  of  April  1814,  shall  be  allowed 
an  interest,  by  way  of  discount,  after  the 
rate  of  j/.  pec  cent,  per  annum»  on,  tim 
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•ums  80  advanced  for  completing  bU  or 
her  contribution  respectively,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  completing  the 
smme  to  the  Cth  day  of  May  1814: 

That  every  such  contributor  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  deliver  in  to  the  chief  cashier 
or  cashiers  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  £ngland  any  Exchequer 
bill  or  bills  bearing  date  between  the  1st 
day  of 'December  1812  and  the  12th  day 
of  November  1813,  both  inclusive,  so  as 
the  principal  sums  contained  in  such  bill 
or  bills  do  not  exceed  one  moiety  of  the 
amount  of  the  payment  to  be  made  by 
such  contributor;  and  such  bill  or  bills 
shall  be  received  at  the  rate  of  100/. 
5s.  for  each  100/.  principal  money  con- 
tained  in  such  bill  or  bills,  together 
with  the  interest  due  thereon,  com- 
puted to  and  for  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  be  delivered  in,  after  de- 
ducting the  duties  chargeable  thereon 
under  an  Act  of  the  46th  year  of  his  pre* 
sent  Majesty/  for  granting  duties  on  pro- 
fits arismg  from  property,  professions, 
trades,  and  offices;  and  such  Exchequer 
bill  or  bills  shall  be  received  by  the  said 
cashier  or  cashiers  at  the  rate  aforesaid, 
and  shall,  together  with  the  interest  there- 
on, be  deemed  and  taken  in  part  payment 
of  ^ny  such  contribution  as  aforesaid^ 

That  all  the  monies  so  to  be  received  by 
the  sakl  cashier  or  cashier«  of  the  said 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time 
to  time,  to  such  services  as  shall  have  been 
voted  by  this  House  in  this  session  of  par- 
liament. 

3.  That  towards  making  good  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  there  be 
issued  and  applied,  out  of  any  of  the 
aids  or  supplies  granted  for  the  ser? ice  of 
the  year  1812  and  the  year  1813  respec- 
tively, such  sum  or  shms  of  money,  not 
exceeding  1 1  millions,  as  the  Exchequer 
bills  which  shall  be  delivered  into  the 
Bank  of  England  as  part  of  the  loan  of 
22  millions,  and  which  was  charged   on 

'    the  said  aids  or   supplies    respectively, 
shall  amount  unto. 

4.  That,  towards  raising  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of 
22fi57,AO0l.,  3/.  per  cent,  consolidated 
annuities,  standing  in  the  names  of  the 
cominiissioners  for  the  redaction  of  the  Na- 

.  tional  Debt,  shall,  from  and  after  the  5th 
day  of  January  1814,  and  the  sum  of 
36,542,000/.  3/.  per  cent,  reduced  annui- 
ties, standing  in  tb^  names  of  the  said  com- 
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missioners,  shall,  from  and  after  the  5tb 
day  of  April  1814,  be  cancelled  from  those 
respectite  days,  and  the  interest  which 
would  have  been  payable  thereon  shall 
cease  to  be  issued  from  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  to  be  charged  upon  the 
Consolidated  Fund ;  and  the  duties  and 
revenues  which  would  have  been  applica* 
ble  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  part  of  the 
said  Consolidated  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  charge  occasioned  by  -the 
addKion  made,  or  to  be  made,  to  the  pub- 
lie  funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
present  session  of  parliament.        '    ' 

Ordered,  That  BilU  be  brought  in  uponr 
the  said  Resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Lush- 
ington,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Brogden,  Mr.  Berkeley  Paget,  Mr, 
Attorney  General,  Mr.  Wharton,  and  Mr. 
Arbuthnot,  do  prepare  and  briog  them  in. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  17. 
NonResident Clergy.}  Mt.Batht&ait 
in  rising,  ptirsuant  to  notice,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  with 
the  merits  of  which  many  of  those  who 
heard  him  were  well  acquainted,  ex* 
pressed  his  conviction  that  when  the  de- 
tails were  known  to  the  House  at  large, 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  a  remedy 
to  that  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
great  evil.  About  ten  years  ago  an  Act 
was  brought  into  that  House  by  a  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  a  doctor  of 
civil  law,  to  remedy  the  inconveniencies 
which  were  felt  in  oiany  parishes  in  con- 
sequence of  the  non-residence  of  the 
clergy.  That  Act  was  certainly  calcu- 
lated to  insure  a  sufficient  residence,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  mentioned  a  variety 
of  cases  exempt  from  its  operation,  and 
left  to  the  bishops  the  power,  under 
certain  circumstances,  of  increasing  by 
licence  the  number  of  those  cases.  The 
Act  to  which  he  alluded  had  two  prin- 
cipal objects  in  view,  and  for  the  attain- 
ment of  those  objects  heavy  penaUiea 
were  attached  to  the  non-observance  of 
its  provision.  The  first  of  these  objects, 
that  indeed  which  was  evidently  the  main 
scope  of  the  legislature,  was,  he  repeated, 
to  insure  a  sufficient  residence  of  the 
<^lergy,  providing  exemptions  which 
branched  out  into  various  heads,  such  at 
unhealthiness  of  the  situation,  impracti* 
cability  of  obtaining  a  house,  &c.  &c.  but 
eoactinf^  for  non*residenc«,  without  such 
exemption,  or  without  licence  from  tha 
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^iocesun,  a  penalty  proportioned  to  the 
length  of  absence,  fiat  in  addition  to  this 
chief  object  of  the  Act  there  was  a  clause 
which  went  to  regulate  the  returns  of 
Ifaose  who  availed  themselves  of  the 
exemptions  provided,  in  order  that  the 
bishops  should  be  enabled  annually  to  lay 
before  the  privy  council  a  list  of  such 
claimants  to  exemption,  which  list  might 
be  subsequently  submitted  to  parliament. 
The  House  would  observe,  that  this  last- 
Mentioned  clause  was  of  a  nature  very 
difierent  from  that  which  he  had  first  de- 
•cribed  ;  and  that  although  undoubtedly 
it  was  highly  advantageous,  as  giving 
notoriety  to  the  cases  to  which  it  referred, 
and  enaibling  the  legislature,  to  judge  of 
the  real  state  of  residence  in  the  respective 
dioceses,  yet  that  it  was  a  subordinate  part 
^tbe  Act — a  matter  of  regulation  merely. 
it  had  however  happened  (as  the  same 
|>enaHie«  were  attached  to  the  violation 
of  both  clauses  of  the  Act)  that  this  latter 
clause  had  served  as  an  excuse  for  that 
which  he  must  call  an  extraordinary  and 
Extensive  system  of  persecution,  rfe  was 
florry  to  be  obliged  to  state,  that  an  indi* 
vidoal  (for  the  affair  had  originated  in  a 
single  individual^  and  a  person  acting 
under  him)  had  instituted  prosecutions  to 
BQcli  an  extent,  that  the  penalties,  if  levied, 
would  amount  to  no  less  a  sum  than 
'90,i)00L  By  much  the  largest  proportion 
of  these  prosecutions  wer^  founded  oo  the 
mere  omission  of  the  returns.  He  should 
proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  under 
whrch  the  individual  to  whom  he  had 
alluded  bad  been  enabled  to  obtain  the 
information  on  which  he  proceeded.  That 
individoal  had  been  the  registrar  in  the 
bisbopricks  of  London,  Norwich,  and  Ely. 
tie  had  thus  not  only  acquired  the  means 
of  knowing  what  had  been  done,  and  what 
bad  been  omitted  to  be  done,  by  the 
clergy  of  those  dioceses;  but  be  had 
possessed  the  power  of  preventing,  if  he 
chose  it,  the  appearance  of  those  docu- 
meats  which  might  be  a  defence  against 
the  prosecutions  that  he  had  since  insti- 
tuted :— ibr,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
episcopal  business,  the  particular  notifica- 
tions of  the  clergy  were  entrusted  to  this 
very  individual  himself! — The  transac- 
tions of  every  diocese  were  so  extensive, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  bishop  per- 
sonally to  go  through  them ;  and  it  was 
not  at  all  improbable  that  many  of  the 
letters  of  notification,  for  the  non-delivery 
of  which  the  actions  had  been  brought, 
bad  been  put^Snto  the  hands  of  this  iden- 
(VOL.XXVU.) 


tical  registrar  or  secretary,  and  might  by 
him  be  supplied  or  not,  at  pleasure.  In 
fact,  he  (Mr.  Bathurst)  had  to  state,  that 
he  had  received  many  letters  from  highly 
respectable  individuals,  in  which  they  as- 
sured him  that  they  had  applied  first  by 
licence  and  then  by  word  of  mouth,  to 
this  person,  and  that  they  had  been  as« 
sured  their  licences  would  be  made  out  in 
consequence.  In  some  cases,  he  bad  been 
out  of  the  way,  and  no  satisfactory  answer 
could  be  obtained ;  until  at  length,  for 
some  reason  into  which  he  would  not  then 
enter,  this  person  was  removed  from  his 
situation  on  the  accession  to  the  see  of 
London  of  the  present  bishop.  He  had 
subsequently  been  removed  from  his  office 
in  the  other  episcopacies,  and  had  sinco 
openly  avowed  (as  he  Mr.  B.  understood,) 
that  having  done  with  the  bishops  he 
would  attack  the  clergy. — With  respect 
to  one  large  class  of  clergymen,  against 
whom  this  person  had  commenced  acttona 
for  omitting  to  send  in  their  notifications, 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  told  (for  it  was  a  matter 
in  which  he  was  unable  himself  to  form 
an  opinion)  great  doubts  existed  whether 
or  not,  under  the  Act,  the  prosecutor 
could  recover.  It  was  doubted,  whether 
persons  who,  being  allowed  to  hold  two 
livings,  did  in  fact  reside  in  one,  wera 
called  upon  to  make  any  return  of  theii 
non- residence  at  the  other.  This,  how* 
ever,  was  not  certain.  Such  persona 
might  be  liable,  and  it  was  certainly  da* 
sirable  to  defend  them  from  any  vexatious 
proceedings.  There  was  another  class  of 
persons  who  were  precisely  in  the  s]Eim€ 
situation  as  that  in  which  t|)ey  were  when 
the  bishop's  licence  for  non-residence  was 
originally  granted  to  them,  but  who  had 
not  formally  applied  for  the  renewal  of 
their  licences-— some,  because  they  knew 
that  the  bishop  was  perfectly  well  ac* 
qoainted  with  the  impracticability  of  ^heir 
residence  (from  there  being  no  house, 
&c.)  and  some  from  other  causes,  of  the 
incompetence  of  which  to  satisfy  the  Act, 
not  being  lawyers,  they  were  perhaps  not 
perfectly  aware.  He  knew  that  with  re- 
spect to  this  last  class  there  might  be  some 
difficulty.  Nothing  could  be  forthfcr  foom 
his  intention  than  to  interfere  with  the 
fair,  just,  and  wholesome  exercise  of  the 
existing  law.  If  there  were  persons  who 
had  violated  the  law  wilfully  and  know- 
ingly, and  not  merely  inadvertently  and 
negligently,  unquestioii^bly  they  ought  to 
suffer  the  penalties  attached  to  such  viola- 
tion.    The  House  would  observe,   ^hat 
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the  penalties  for  the  Tiolation  of  this  Act 
were  extremely  severe;  and  that  there 
was  no  limit  of  time  with  respect  to 
their  operation.  The  Act  had  now  been 
passed  ten  years ;  and  it  might  certainly 
happen,  if  an  informer  could  pick  out  a 
case  in  which  an  individual  had  not  com- 
plied with  its  provisions  for  the  whole 
period,  that  he  could  bring  actions  for  the 
penalties  incurred  for  the  whole  period. 
In  the  course  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
pursue  on  this  subject,  be  was  disposed  to 
follow  the  example  of  a  former  case  of  a 
similar  nature.  In  that  case,  prosecutions 
to  a  considerable  extent  had  been  insti- 
tuted ;  and  the  remedy  resorted  to  was^ 
the  introduction  of  a  Bill  to  suspend  those 
prosecutions  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  in 
order  to  give  parliament  time  to  consider 
of  an  adequate  legislative  enactment.  In 
this  instance,  however,  he  had  no  change 
to  propose  in  the  law  ;  but  he  would  pro- 
pose to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  law 
until  the  heads  of  the  church  should  have 
the  opportunity,  which  in  a  few  months 
ihey  would  have  (the  law  providing  that 
the  returns  should  be  made  to  them  within 
six  weeks  of  the  1st  of  January  of  every 
year,}  of  examining  all  the  cases,  jadging 
ef  their  nature,  and  ascertaining  the  cir- 
cumstances which  had  prevented  various 
parties  from  making  their  returns  at  an 
earlier  period.  His  motion  therefore 
would  be,  for  a .  Bill  to  enable  courts  of 
justice,  on  application,  to  stay  all  pro- 
ceedings on  the  subject  until  some  day  in 
April  next.  By  that  period  the  returns 
would  be  made  to  the  bishops,  from  the 
bishops  to  the  privy  council,  and  from  the 
privy  council  to  parliament— by  whom, 
if  any  jealousy  were  entertained  of  the 
conduct  of  the  diocesans,  any  inquiry  that 
might  be  thought  fit  might  easily  be  in- 
stituted. If  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
should  prove  (as  he  was  satisfied  it  would 
prove,)  that  all  or  the  majority  of  those 
who  had  not  applied  for  licences  would 
have  obtained  them  had  they  so  applied, 
parliament  would  probably  see  the  justice 
of  adopting  some  retrospective  measure 
to  defend  those  individuals  from  the* 
penalties  which  they  had  innocently  in- 
curred. After  a  few  further  observations, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  brinff  in  a  Bill  to  su8« 
pend,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  actions  under  the  Act  of  the 
4Sd  of  the  King,  &c.  &c. 
Leave  given. 
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Foreign  Treaties.]  On  the  molioii 
of  lord  Castlereagh,  the  House  ratofved 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Foreiga 
Treaties. 

Lord  Castkreagh  began  by  expressing 
bis  regret,  that  in  calling  on  the  House  to 
quake  provision  for  the  fulfilment  of  these 
treaties,  he  was  not  in  a  situation  to  lay 
before  them  all  the  engagements  with 
foreign  powers  into  which  his  Majesty  had 
entered  m  the  course  of  the  year.  But  he 
trusted,  that  his  not  being  able  to  do  sd 
would  not  be  attributed  to  any  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  government ;  as, 
whenever  the  treaties  to  which  he  alluded 
were  produced,  the  House  would  observe^ 
on  a  reference  to  the  dates,  that  there  had 
not  been  time  to  exchange  the  ratifica- 
tions, a  form  indispensable  before  any  do- 
cument of  that  nature  could  be  laid  on  the 
table.  At  the  same  time,  it  appeared  so 
material,  before  calling  on  the  House  Co 
make  any  further  provision  oti  thissubject, 
to  put  them  in  possession  of  the  general 
nature  and  extent  of  the  engagements 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  his  Ma« 
jesty's  government,  that  he  felt  it  would 
be  very  unsatisfiactory,  and  even  unfair,  in 
his  Majesty's  government,  willing  as  par* 
liament  had  evinced  itself  on  the  present 
occasion,  to  call  upon  it  to  make  a  consi* 
derable  further  provision,  without  at  least 
giving  the  House  some  notion  of  the  pro- 
portion which  the  proposed  provision  bore 
to  the  general  expenditure  on  the  same 
head.  He  was  anxious,  on  another  conu- 
deration  also,  to  bring  every  thing  con- 
nected with  this  subject  into  one  point  of 
view.  The  motive  was  obvious.  It  was 
highly  desirable  that  foreign j>owers  should 
look  in  a  collected  view  at  the  exertions 
which  this  country  bad  made  in  their  be- 
half. Painful  as  was  the  task,  his  Ma-" 
jesty's  government  had  felt  it  their  duty  to 
Mist  many  applications  for  aid  which 
tirey  would  have  been  most  happy  to 
grant,  atid  an  acquiescence  in  which,  if 
acquiescence  had  been  practicable,  would 
doubtlessly  have  been  in  the  highest  de-' 
gree  beneficial  to  the  common  caus^.  But 
the  limited  nature  of  the  resources  of  tbe^'. 
country  had  compelled  them  in  some 
cases  to  deny  altogether,  and  in  others 
materially  to  narrow,  the  assistance  which 
had  been  required  of  them.  It  was  ex*' 
tremely  desirable,  therefore,  that  foreign 
powers  should  have  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  aggregate  of  the  exertions  which 
Great  Britain  had  made  for  the  interest 
and  advantage  of  the  world ;  and  of  being 
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ooDfinced,  thai  if  tbeir  wighet  had  not  miet 
wiib  the  foliest  and  most  prompt  concar- 
rence  of  the  British  government,  it  arose 
fipom  the  necessarily  restricted  character  of 
the  British  resources.  With  respect  to 
that  aid  which  had  been  granted,  he  was 
persuaded  that  no  other  sentiment  bad  in- 
floeoced  the  crown  in  its  distribution,  than 
an  anxious  wish  to  apportion  it  in  the 
mode  best  calculated  to  promote  the  ge- 
neral interest.  In  the  first  place,  he  wished 
t0  draw  the  attention  hf  the  House  to  the 
means  that  were  last  session  placed  by 
parliament  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive 
government ;  to  the  purposes  to  which 
those  means  bad  been  applied ;  and  to  the 
probability  that  they  would  be  adequate 
to  cover  the  expenditure  (under  the  name 
of  aid)  of  the  present  vear ;  and  then  to 
consider  what  it  might  be  necessary  to  do 
with  reference  to  tbe  approaching  year ; 
without,  however,  chaining  down  the  dis* 
oretion  either  of  parliament  or  of  the  exe- 
cutive gorernment  on  the  subject  He 
had  great  satisfaction  in  stating  what  had 
been  done  in  aid  of  one  class  of  those  to 
whom  it  had  been  judged  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  assistance  of  this  country.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  glorious  services  of  our 
own  army  in  the  penmsula— independently 
of  the  dhrect  aid  that  had  been  given  to 
Spaia  and  Portugal,  indirect  aid  had  been 
anbrded  to  tbe  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
armies  to  a  considerable  extent.  It  fre- 
q«iently  occurred,  that  they  were  in  utter 
want  of  military  stores  and  equipments. 
Under  those  circumstances,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  allow  the  service  to  stand  still ; 
and  in  many  instances,  the  necessities  of 
those  armies  had  been  supplied  from  our 

^own  commissariat  The  aid  which  had 
been  granted  to  Spain  during  the  last 
year,  in  money,  stores,  &c.  amounted  to 
about  two  millions.  Parliament  bad  not 
been  called  upon  to  afford  this  assistance 
formally  as  a  subsidy  ^  it  having  been 
thought  most  advantageous  to  give  it  in  a 
liberal  manner,  rather  than  under  any  spe- 
cific engagement.  The  provision  which 
rarliament  had  made  for  the  service  of 
Portugal,  for  tbe  last  two  years,  was  two  * 
millions.  For  Sicily  iOO»000/.  had. been 
vgted ;  for  Sweden  one  million.     Added 

.  to  which,  parliament,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  agreed  to  a  vote  of  credit  to  tbe 
amount  of  five  millions.  He  was  happy 
to  state  to  the  House,  that  the  sum  which 
had  thus  t>een  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
tbe  crown  would  cover  the  engagements 
entered  into  by  bis  Majesty  for  the  exist- 


ing year.  The  particular  distribution  of 
it  would  be  regularly  laid -on  the  table  of 
tbe  House  at  a  later  period  of.  the  session. 
Four  millioDS  were  a))propriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  subsidies  with  the  foreign 
powers  (a  great  portion  of  which  had 
already  been  remitted) ;  and  the  remainder 
was  reserved,  for  the  purpose  of  re-im- 
bursing  those  departments  of  the  state, 
from  which  military  stores  had  been  for- 
warded for  the  use  of  the  continent. 
And  here  he  would  observe,  that  no  mode 
of  assistance  was  so  advantageous^  both  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  countries  to  which  it 
was  extended,  as  that  to  which  be  had  just  . 
alluded;  and  that  it  was  but  an  act  of 
duty  on  his  part  to  ypeak  in  terms  of  high 
admiration  of  the  activity  with  which  the 
department  of  the  public  servicie  princi- 
pally concerned  had  carried  into  effect 
the  object  in  view.  In  the  mere  article  of 
smallarms,  in  addition  to  tbe  great  ex- 
penditure and  waste  of  Our  oivn  army,  we 
had  in  tbe  course  of  tbe  year  sent  half  a  * 
million  of  muskets  to  Spain  aod  Portugal, 
and  400,000  to  other  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent as  subsidiary  aid»an  exertion  which, 
he  repeated,  reflected  the  greatest  credit 
on  the  head  and  all  the  members' of  that 
department  of  the  public  service  by  which 
it  was  effected. 

Having  suted  the  general  amount  of 
the  assistance  that  had  been  given  to  the 
different  continental  powers  in  the  course 
of  the- year,  he  would  proceed  to  a  more 
detailed  and  particular  statement.  And 
first,  with  respect  to  S^'eden.  The  House  ^ 
would  recollect,  that  by  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  that  power,  and  which  had 
received  the  sanction  of  parliament,  the 
sum  of  a  million,  to  be  paid  to  her,  was  to 
cover  her  exertions  (o  October  last.  The 
treaty  expressly  stipulated,  that  on  the  1st 
of  October  1813,  the  contracting  parties 
should  concert  any  further  engagements 
that  might  appear  expedient.  In  point  of/ 
fact,  instructions  had  been  given  on  our 
part,  some  time  before  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  to  the  British  minister  at  the 
Swedish  court,  to  renew  our  subsidiary  en- 
gagements with  Sweden  for  the  ensuing 
year.  But,  from  the  nature  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  from  the  state  of  the  weather, 
he  (lord>  C.)  was  not  in  possession  of  the 
proceedings  under  those  instructions.  He 
was,  therefore,  not  justified  in  pronouncing 
what  might  or  might  not  have  been  the 
course  of  the  negociations;  but  he  felt  war-*^ 
ranted  in  the  general  statement,  that  in  all 
likelihood  our  engagements  with  Sweden, 
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for  the  ensuing  year,  would  not  materially 
differ  from  tbote  which  we  had  held  with 
that  power  during  the  present.  As  to  the 
policy  of  renewing  those  engagenients,  he 
apprehended,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  war,  and  after  the  experience  which 
we  had  had  of  the  conduct  of  Sweden  in 
the  last  campaign,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
v^ference  of  opinion.  Whatever  objection, 
and  on  fair  grounds,  might  have  been 
made  to  the  policy  of  the  original  contract; 
after  all  that  had  since  occurred,  he  pre- 
sumed no  such  objection  could  by  possi- 
bility be  repeated.  He  said  this  because 
he  was  sure  the  House  Tould  not  fail  to 
recollect  the  manner  in  which  Sweden  had 
fulfilled  the  treaty,  by  providing  the  full 
amount  of  the  force  which  she  had  stipu- 
lated to  provide  ;  which  force,  brought  to 
the  North  of  Germany,  in  conjunction 
with  the  body  under  general  Walmodeo, 
had  added  not  leas  than  50,000  men  to  the 
general  exertions  which  had  been  made  in 
the  North  of  Europe.  When  the  amount 
of  this  force  was  consideredv-^when  was 
aUo  considered  the  energetic  conduct  of 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Sw^eden,  who,  magna- 
'  nimoosly  declining  objects  purely  Swedish, 
had  abstained  from  any  separate  effort,  and 
h^d  offered  to  the  allies. three  distinct  plans 
of  general  exertion  for  the  campaign,  it 
must  be  allowed  that  he  had  acquitted 
himself  with  the  utmost  spirit  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
glorious  results  which  had  followed.  It 
was  no  sms^ll  credit  to  that  illustrious  per- 
son, that,  thrown  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  into  a  situation  of  extreme  difii* 
culty,  called  to  the  command  of  an  army 
composed  of  many  natioq^,  himself  a 
foreigner,  many  of  his  regiments  recently 
raised,  and  of  a  description  which  would 
not  allow  any  military  man  toestimate  their 
strength  by  their  number,  placed  at  the 
head  of  such  a  force,  in  opposition  to  the 
best  troops  of  France,  instead  of  permitting 
the  French  to  capture  the  Prussian  capital 
(an  intention  which  they  had  openly  an- 
nounced), he  assembled  his  army  with  un- 
exampled rapidity  in  front  of  that  capital, 
.  and  with  inferior  means  foiled  ail  the  ef- 
forts of  the  enemy  at  the  very  outset  of  tlie 
<!ampaign,  and,  in  conjenction*  with  the 
force  under  that  veteran,  whom  to^  name 
was  honourably  to  distinguish,  general  Blu- 
'  cher,  csused  them  a  loss  of  at  least  4-0,000 
men.  Although  it  certainly  was  impos- 
sible to  contemplate  without  pain  the  situa- 
^  tion  in  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign,  Hamburgh  was  leftby  the  ope- 
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rations  which  he  had  jurt  described,  it  was 
a  great  consolation  to  reflect,  that  from 
the  misfortunes  which  Hamburgh  had  then 
sustained,  woold  probably  be  deriTed  ber 
ultimate  security.  It  was  his  fim  coO" 
▼iction,  on  military  principles,  that  if  the 
army  of  the  Crown  Prince  had  been  dif-  ' 
fused  instead  of  concentrated,  not  only 
Hamburgh  would  still  have  fallen,  bui 
Berlin  would  have  fallen,  and  the  fate 
of  the  whole  campaign  would  have  Ikcen 
uselessly  sacrificed.  Having  said  so  mnch 
with  respect  to  Sweden,  be  would  pr•'•^ 
ceed  to  speak  of  our  treaties  with  Knssia' 
and  Prussia.  He  was  perfectly  frepared 
to  admit,  that  the  aid  pledged  by  this 
country  in  her  conventions  with  these 
powers  was  greater  than  any  she  had  ever 
before  been  called  upon  to  affbrd.  This 
aid  was  of  two  descriptions— >d«rect  soIh 
sidy,  and  the  credit  of  Great  Britain  on 
tKe  continent,  to  the  amount  of  5,000,000/.; 
the  subsidiary  part  of  the  engagement  re- 
ferring  to  the  present,  the  assistanee  by 
credit  to  the  ensuing  year.  On  this  latter  ^ 
point  a  difference  would  be  found  to  exttt 
between  Uie  original  and  the  sepplemmi* 
tary  conventions.  In  the  original  conYea* 
tion,  the  House  would  perceive  that  the 
subsidy  was  contemplated;  but  in  tbe 
supplementary  convention  it  was  deemed 
wise  to  provide  that  there  should  be  «e 
admixture  of  the  credit  of  Great  BritaiD 
with  the  credit  of  any  foreign  power ;  a 
junction  which,  in  the  first  instance,  it  wet 
proposed  should  take  place. 

The  noble  lord  dwelt  upon  the  import* 
ance  of  tbe  improvement  which  this  cbango 
of  system  introduced,  by  enabling  our 
allies  to  pursue  their  operations  with  more 
effect,  while  it  ieft  this  country  at  liberty 
to  follow  its  own  arrangements.  As  te  thie 
treaties  to  which  this  change  referred,  tbey  ^ 
were  entered  into  shortly  after  tbe  con- 
clusion of  the  armistice ;  but  instroctieBi 
respecting  their  negociation  were  forwarded 
so  early  as  April.  His  Majesty's  mi-  \ 
nisters,  indeed,  had  very  easily  foresed 
their  resolution;  and  the  general  ground 
upon  which  they  proposed  to  act  was,  lo 
assist,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  tbe  meads 
within  their  reach,  the  great  powers  witb 
whom  they  were  allied.  With  that  Tiew 
tbey  made  the  advance  stated  to  Rnsata 
and  Prussia.  They  thought  it  pecuKarhr 
proper  to  enable  these  powers  to  call  oM 
their  natural  faculties  into  aotion,  in  order 
to  sustain  the  important  object  for  wbidl 
they  were  confederated.  They  lelt,  iba* 
the  only  chance  ^  overcoming  tbe  cos- 
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MOD  t^mj,  iLhd  rMtonng  the  world  lo  Ihat 
state  of  pablic  order^  of  which  it  had  been 
•o  long  bereaved,  consisted  in  the  esta- 
bliabment  of  a  great  bulwark^  or  rallying 
paint,  which  the  effecti?e  union  and  vigor- 
•CM  co-operation  of  thoie  two  great  powers 
was,  with  certain  aids,  so  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  afford.  Without  the  esublishment^ 
indeed,  of  this  bulwark,  the  collection  or 
operation  of  the  force  under  Walinoden 
woold  have  been  found  impracticable. 
Hence  the  propriety  of  contribnting,  on 
onr  part,  to  the  establishment  atlud^  to 
was  obvious,  and  woold,  be  had  no  doubt, 
Bieel  the  approbation  of  the  House.  As  to 
the  meffiftorious  conduct  of  the  powers 
whom  we  had  thus  aided,  there  could  not, 
he  felt  confident,  exist  a  doubt  ki  that 
House  or  in  the  country.  The  progress  of 
the  exertions,  the  rapidly  victorious  strides 
which  marked  the  career  of  the  eniperor  of 
Russia,  were  fully  notorious;  but  Ibedemea- 
BOUT  of  that  monarch  towards  this  country 
was  peculiarly  entitled  to  praise.  The  steps 
taken  by  him,  in  concurrence  with  this 
country,  to  authorise  the  proposition  of 
Anstria  to  treat  with  France  far  the  resto- 
ration of  peace,  were  peculiarly  judicious. 
It  was,  indeed,  onqnestionabiy  right,  that 
Austria  should  make  a  trial  of  the  disposi- 
tkMi  of  the  enemy  towards  peace,  if  it 
were  only  to  satisfy  its  own  subjects  of 
the  necessity  which  iropcUed  her  to  take 
the  part  which  that  power  had  since 
so  gallantly  performed.  Austria  did,! 
therefore,  perfectly  in  a  spirit  of  good  ! 
&ith,  propose  her  mediation  to  France ; 
hat  she  had  too  much  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  the  French  government  not  to 
foresee  the  ^result  of  her  experiment,  and 
not  to  make  adequate  preparations  for  the 
result.  Austria  did  then  make  the  most 
complete  arrangements.  The  activity  of 
Russia  too,  was,  particularly  signal ;  lor, 
on  the  re-opening  of  the  campaign,  on  the 
47th  of  August,  that  power  had  actually 
•in  the  field  the  foil  complement  of  men 
which  she  had  promised  to  her  allies,  with 
the  addition  of  a  large  reserve,  besides 
another  army  collecting  on  her  frontiers. 
Thus  Russia  had  not  only  expelled  the 
^nemy  from  her  frontiers,  but,  having 
fttsaed  those  frontiers  with  a  powerful 
army,  brought  general  Bennigsen,  with  a 
reserve,  to  aid  the  common  cause,  and  re- 
placed the  latter  with  another  army  on  his 
Iroiitiers.  Such  was  the  inagnanimous 
conduct  of  this. sovereign,  who,  af(er  de- 
livenng  his  own  country,  conveyed  his 
powerful   army   iuto   the  dominkms   of 
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others,  in  order  to  rescue  them  fi'om  opr 
pression«-to  restore  their  liberties.  With 
that  generous  view,  his  great  generals  who 
had  in  their  own  country  evinced  such 
distinguished  capacity  to  execute  the 
highest  purposes  of  war,  were  in  the  terri-^ 
tories  of  the  allies  appointed  to  aot  a  sub-^ 
ordinate  part  In  the  command  even  of 
Russian  troops.  Such  a  circumstance  wa^ 
rarely  to  be  founds— was  perhaps,  in  every 
view,  without  a  parallel.  It  furniihed,  in* 
deed,  a  condiuuve  proof  of  the  liberality  of 
the  councils  which  regulated  th^  govern^ 
ment  of  Russia,  to  have  her  generals  ao 
disposed  of— -the  moat  eminent  ac^og 
under  prince  Schwartsseaherg,  general  Bltt« 
cber,  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden* 
In  fact,  no  Russian  general  whatever  ba4 
a  predominant  command,  the  whole  heing 
placed  under  commanders  of  those  countries 
for  whose  redemptioo  the  Russian  ariuy 
had  so  gallantly  fought — the  Russian  go- 
vernment thus  acting  towards  the  pther 
nsembersof  the  confederacy  in  the  true  spi- 
rit of  alliance,  and  honourable  confidence. 
-^The  Russian  government  had,  indeed* 
throughout,  displayed  a  degree  of  liherali<- 
ty,  only  to  be  equalled  by  the  valour  of  its 
army.  The  pecuniary  contribution,  there- 
fore, of  this  country,  to  such  a  power,  em* 
ployed  in  such  a  cause,  was,  be  was  per- 
suaded, not  merely  secure  against  objec- 
tion, but  deserving  of  praise.  But  the 
contribution  to  Prussia  would,  he  had  no 
doubt,  be  equally  applatided  by  that 
House,  by  the  country,  and  by  Europe. 
The  exertions  of  IVussia  were  indeed  un-r 
paralleled  !  and  it  was  perhaps  the  most 
extraordinary  feature  in  the  present  war, 
that  that  country,  which  was  most  dor 
pressed  by  the  enemy-*-which  was  moat 
exhausted  by  the  plunder  and  devasta* 
tion  of  France,  had  been  found  to  make 
the  greatest  exerdon»had  been  foond  to 
ovelxome,  apparently,  insurmountable  dM^ 
fiouUies,  by  raising  its  army  to  a  level  wkh 
that  of  the  greatest  power  in  Europe  con- 
nected with  the  confederacy.  Prussia 
had,  in  fact,  been  able  to  provide  an  army 
of  no  less  (including  its  garrisons)  than 
200,000  men,  thus  equalling  the  ame^unt 
of  the  Russian  force.  In  stating  this  asto- 
nishing evidence  of  seal  and  ability  on  the 
part  of  that  regenerated  country,  he  could 
not  forbear  from  doing  justice  to  the  merit 
of  that  distingoisbed  individual,  general 
Scharnhorst,  who  so  gloriously  fell  at  the 
battle  of  Lutaen,  and  who  most  materially 
coniributed  to  promote  the  resurrection  of 
the  miUiary  poller  of  Prussia.    But  the 
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merit  of  that  gallant  officer  was  most  suc- 
cessful!]^ emulated  bv  his  successor,  ge- 
neral Bisenau ;  and  here  he  had  to  state 
a  fact,  which  proved  that  the  period  of  the 
armistice  was  not  wasted  in  indolence-— 
that  our  alKes  were  not  by  that  transaction 
lulled  into  inactivity  by  any  delusive  hope  ; 
for,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  armistice, 
general  Bisenau  had  succeeded  In  raising: 
70  battalions  for  the  service  of  Prussia, 
50  of  whom  were  among  the  army  which 
acquired  such  eminent  distinction  under 
general  Blucher.  It  would  not,  he  was 
persuaded,  be  rating  the  military  exertions 
of  Prussia  too  high  to  say,  that  in  the 
present  war  it  had  exceeded  any  distinc* 
lion  it  had  ever  attained  under  the  great 
Frederick,  whether  its  character  was  to  be 
appreciated  by  the  amount,  the  skill,  the 
▼alour,  or  the  success  of  its  army.  In  fact, 
Prussia  was  never  known  at  any  former 
period  to  have  possessed  so  large  an  army ; 
and  it  formed  a  source  of  peculiar  satisfac- 
tion and  surprise,  that  this  army  so  sud- 
denly raised  from  among  a  people  so  long 
oppressed,  should  have  been  found  com- 
petent to  contend  against,  and  to  conquer* 
the  bravest  troops  of  France.  Such  a  cir- 
cumstance was  indeed  eminently  calculated 
to  justify  confidence,  or  at  least  to  encou- 
rage hope,  as  to  the  result  of  the  war. 
But  here  he  felt  it  proper  to  observe,  that 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  principle  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  to  allow  any  immo- 
derate hope  to  sway  their  decisions  on  any 
military  resoUs,  however  brilliant;  or  to 
withdraw  their  minds  from  a  due  conside- 
ration of  that  which  was  the  only  legiti- 
mate object  of  war,  namely,  the  attain- 
ment of  peace.  To  that  object,  indeed, 
they  were  prompted  to  attend,  not  only  by 
their  conceptions  of  duty,  bat  by  their 
views  of  interest  That  object,  however, 
they  felt  most  likely  to  be  attained  by 
duly  seconding  the  exertion  of  our  allies ; 
and  under  thai  consideration  he  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt,  that  that  House  and 
the  public  would  fully  approve  of  what 
ministers  conceived  to  be  their  duty  ; 
namely,  to  make  the  pecuniary  grants  *he 
had  deseribed. 

Now  as  to  Austria,  he  hoped  it  would 
be  felt,  that  in  advancing  any  pecuniary 
aid  that  might  be  deemed  neceuary,  to 
tostain  the  movements  of  that  great  mili- 
tary power,  ministers  should  be  limited 
only  by  the  limits  of  our  own  resources. 
It  was  impossible  for  any  man  not  highly 
to  appreciate  the  assistance  which  Austria 
was  capable  of  afibrding*    But,  greatly  as 
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he  valued  and  desired  that  object,  he  felt 
satisfied  that  the  co-operation  of  Austria 
was  not  to  be  obtained,  but  through  the 
conviction  of  Austria  iuelf  that  France 
was  not  willing  to  concur  in  any  equitable 
settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Europe.  That 
conviction  alone  could,  he  was  persuaded, 
urge  Austria  to  embark  in  the  war.  Aos- 
triai  indeed,  saw  that  the  enem  v  was  ad- 
verse to  the  proposition  even  of  an  imper* 
feet  arrangement  That  any  thing  like  a 
pacific  settlement  of  Europe  was  not  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  power  which  had  so 
long  disturbed  its  order.  Austria  then, 
slow  and^  unwilling  as  she  seemed  to  be 
convinced,  became  assured  that  the  enemy 
was  resolutely  bent  upon  struggling,  by. 
arms,  to  hold  Europe  in  a  state  of  subju- 
gation. Hence  Austria  was  urged  to  uke 
the  part  which  she  had  so  nobly  per- 
formed;  and  that  part  was,  he  b^  no 
doubt,  materially  attributable  to  the  mode- 
ration of  the  allies,  who  manifested  a  prop^ 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  a  power  so  im- 
portant. They  therefore  paid  due  atten- 
tion to  the  proposition  of  Austria,  to  me- 
diate with  France ;  taking  care,  however, 
not  to  commit  themselves  to  any  prtn* 
ciple  inconsistent  with  their  own  interests. 
But  Austria  having  made  a  similar  propo- 
sition to  France,  the  experiment  failed,  and 
hence  that  power  was  led  to  engage  in 
the  war,  at  once  by  the  forbearance  of 
the  allies,  apd  the  unchangeably  hostile 
disposition  of  France.  This  the  noble 
lord  felt  was  not  the  time  to  discuss  trans* 
actions  with  regard  to  which  there  was  net 
yet  any  authentic  information  before  the 
House  ;  but  yet  he  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  a  few  observations,  in  order  to  re- 
move a  false  impression,  which  was  too 
likely  to  be  produced  by  the  remark  of  an 
boo.  member  on  a  former  occasion.  That 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Whitbread)  expressed 
a  wish  that  the  allies  should  be  disposed 
to  conclude  a  peace  upon  the  terms  for- 
merly proposed ;  which  expression,  no 
doubt,  the  hon.  member  afterwards  cor- 
rected, so  far  as  regarded  terms  professing 
only  to  advert  to  "  the  same  basis  of  paci- 
fication.''— Now  it  was  nut  consistent  with 
the  fact,  that  any  basis  or  system  of  paci- 
fication was  ever  offered  to  France  by  the 
allies,  and  of  course  it  could  not  be  intended 
to  depart  from  any  system  in  consequence 
of  a  change  of  circumstances.  Yet  from 
the  hon.  member's  expression  it  might  be 
inferred,  either  that  the  former  pacific 
proposition,  alluded  to  by  him,  was  inade- 
quate ;   or,  if  adequtitCi  that  the  allies 
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were  likely  to  be  led  by  tbe  late  military 
raccesset  to  abandon  it>  in  order  to  press 
some  exorbitant  demands— viJiile  in  point 
of  fact  no  socb  proposition  as  tbat  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  hon.  member  was 
•▼er  made.  It  was  merely  attempted  by 
Austria  to  mediate  between  tbe  allies  and 
France ;  and  tbe  conditions  stated,  were 
only  those  upon  which  tbat  power  was 
willing  to  become  the  mediator.  But  to 
the  grounds  of  those  conditions  the  allies 
were  in  no  degree  pledged  ;  and  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  those  conditions  did 
not  at  all  touch  anv  points  afiecting  the 
particular  interests  of  this  country  ;  that 
this  country  was  in  no  respect  a  party  to 
the  transactions;  that  those  conditions 
were,  in  fact,  limited  to  the  continent 
France,  however,  having  rejected  those 
conditions,  no  hope  of  pacification  remain- 
ed, and  Austria  itself  was  in  no  degree 
C edged  to  them ;  for  that  power  distinct- 
£clared  in  its  ultimatumt  which  had 
been  publbhed  to  the  world,  that  if  France 
did  not  agree  to  the  conditions  alluded  to, 
she  (Austria)  would  not  hold  herself  bound 
to  them,  but  resort  to  arms  and  seek  to 
conquer  peace.  Hence  it  was  evident, 
Ifaat  no  party  whatever  was  pledged  to  the 
conditions  referred  to.  Indeed,  no  terms 
of  peace  had  ever  been  mentioned  as  the 
..basis  of  any  treaty  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween the  allies  and  France. 

.But  upon  the  important  subject  of 
peace^  he  hoped  the  House  and  the  coun* 
try  were  willing  to  cQ|)fide  in  his  Majes- 
ty's government.  Nothing  had,  he  trusted, 
appeared  or  occurred  in  the  conduct  of  go- 
vernment which  should  induce  parliament 
or  the  public  to  withhold  that  confidence— 
nothing  was,  he  belicTed,  to  be  collected 
Drom  the  Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent,  or 
from  any  part  of  the  proceedings  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  which  could  justify  a 
doubt  of  their  anxiety  to  conclude  a  peace, 
whenever  peace,  in  tbe  Just  sense  of  the« 
word,  could  be  obtained.  But  while  he  cal* 
culated  that  those  who  ^ere  most  anxious 
for  peace  bad  reason  to  rely  upon  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  his  Majesty's  government  to 
obtain  it,  he  flattered  himself  with  the  en- 
joyment  of  equal  credit  with  those  who 
were  most  solicitous  for  the  just  rights 
and  dignity,  for  the  permanent  honour  and 
safety  of  the  empire.  The  solicitude  of 
government  for  peace  had,  indeed,  been 
evinced  on  every  legitimate  occasion. 
Even  after  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  which 
might  well  be  said  to  decide  the  contest  on 
the  continent,  was  there  to  be  found  in 


the  Regent's  Speech  any  appearance  of 
tl^at  spirit  of  intoxication  which  such  a 
splendid  victory  might  be  supposed  to 
produce  ?  Did  the  satisfaction  inspired  by 
triumph  diminish  at  any  time  tbe  express 
solicitude  of  government  for  peace  ?  Was 
not  the  same  language  which  appeared  in 
the  Speech  used  in  reply  to  the 'proposi- 
tion of  Austria  in  the  month  of  April  last, ' 
afler  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  go- 
vernment were  precluded  from  accepting 
the  mediation  of  that  power,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  connection  with  France,  ai)d 
in  consequence  also  of  a  declaration  which, 
according  to  a  trick  of  diplomacy  recently 
very  common  in  France,  was  made  to  the 
French  senate,  that  the  dynasty  of  Buona- 
parte did  reign  and  should  continue  t^ 
reign  in  Spain. — ^Here  the  noble  lord 
read,  from  the  reply  delivered  to  theAusf^ 
trian  minister  in  April,  the  passage  he  had 
alluded  to;  namely,  that  his  Majesty's 
government  had  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fttfe  with  the  honour  and  just  pretensions 
orPrance.  From  this  and  the  other  facta 
he  had^  quoted,  the  noble  lord  expressed  a 
hope  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  might 
calculato  upon  the  confidence  of  their 
country  as  to  their  disposition  towards 
peace ;  that,  indeed,  they  never  would 
be  suspected  of  forgetting  that  all  the  ex- 
ertions used  in  war  could  have  no  other  le- 
gitimate object  than  peace;  and,  that  the 
most  successful  resulu  of  the  one  could  be 
valuable  only  as  they  tended  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  other. 

As  a  farther  evidence  of  tfie  desire  of 
ministers  for  the  attainment  of  peace,  tha 
noble  lord  referred  to  their  conduct  in  the 
month  of  Ausust  last,  when  they  com- 
municated to  Hussia  their  readiness  to  ac- 
cept the  proffered  mediation  of  Austria; 
and  that,  too,  af^er  intelligence  had  been 
received  of  the  battle  of  Vittoria.  This 
fact  he  quoted  as  a  pretty  clear  proof 
that  victory,  however  brilliant,  could  not 
withdraw  his  Majesty's  government  from 
its  anxious  solicitude  for  peace.  Though 
they  had  agreed  to  accept  the  mediation 
of  Austria  in  August,  while  a  similar  pro' 
position  was  rejected  in  the  precedins^ 
April,  the  House  most  be  aware  of  the  dif- 
ference of  circumstances  which  produced ~ 
the  change  of  decision  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  governmont — Austria  having 
been  in  April  the  ally  of  France,  while  in 
August  she  appeared  in  the  character  of  * 
an  armed  mediator.  France,  too,  had  in 
the. interval  relaxed,  its  pretensions  with 
respect  to  Spain ;   leaving  that  as  a  ques« 
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-  Ifbn  fbt  discussion,  instead  of  asserttttg  an 
indispuUble  claim.  No  part,  indeed,  of  the 
conduct  of  government  could  be  fairly  said 
to  indicate  any  indisposition  towards  peace^ 
But  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  deemed 
by  the  bon.  member  (Mr.  Whitbread)  in- 
Consistent  with  a  proper  anxiety  for  peace, 
to  discourage  any  idle,  futile  discussions 
upon  the  subject.  His  Majesty's  govern- 
inent  certainly  protested  against  the  idea  of 
entering  into  a  congress  without  any  satis- 
factory understanding  as  to  the  ends  in 
view,  or  any  ground  of  calculation  as  lo 
the  exttent  of  the  discussion ;  because 
there  was  too  much  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  such  a  meeting  might  serve  only  to 
cbill  the  exertions  of  the  confederacy,  to 
fill  the  mind  of  Europe  wiih  fahe  hopes, 
and  to  lead  individuals  into  injurious  spe- 
culations; while  it  would  enable  the 
enemy  to  practise  delusion  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  France. 

The  noble  lord  recapitulated  the  amount 
of  the  grants  to  Russia  and  Prussia;  add- 
kig,  that  the  advance  to  Austria,  which, 
consisting  of  bills  of  credit,  would  not 
form  an  immediate  deduction  from  our  fi- 
nances, amounted  to  one  mitlion,  together 
^th  100,000  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  military  stores.  The  subsi- 
diar3r  engagement  entered  into  with 
Russia  and  Prussia  would,  he  observed, 
terminate  in  January,  and  that  with  Aus- 
tria in  March  ;  but  these  engagements 
would,  of  course,  be  renewed  should  the 
war  continue.  In  this  case,  then,  he  could 
not  calculate  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,'  on  these  grounds,  would  in  the 
liext  year  fiaill  below  the  standard  of  the 

,  present.  The  whole  of  the  sum  necessary 
for  our  military  expence  on  the  continent 

'  he  Slated  at  10,400,000/.  namely,  four 
millions  for  the  peninsula,  and  rather  more 
than  six  millions  for  Germany.  But  pro* 
vision  having  been  already  made  for  a 
great  part  of  this  expence,  while  more  was 
required  to  fulfil  engagements  which  were 
not  yet  in  a«hape  to  be  submitted  to  par- 
liament, he  meant  at  present  to  move,  that 
three  millions  should  be  granted  on  ac- 
^  count ;  atid  when  the  engagements  allud- 
ed to  should  beratified  and  laid  before  the 
House,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  enter 
into  a  minute  explanation  respecting  the 
«pplicati6n  of  the  proposed  grant. 

The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving, 
that  the- sum  of  three  millions  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
cwty  into  eflfect  certain  engagemenU  with 
fbreilpn  powers. 
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The  motion  being  pat, 

Mr.  Canning  rose  and  spoke  nearly  in 
the  following  terms :— Having  been  on* 
fortunately  absent  when  the  genera!  as* 
surances  of  support  on  the  part  of  the 
House  were  given  in  answer  to  the  Speech 
from  the  tbrone,  of  which  the  vote  of  this 
day  is  a  partial  performance,  I  am  anxious 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing,  as 
strongly  and  as  warmly  as  I  am  able,  both 
my  concurrence  in  those  assurances,  and 
my  disposition  to  make  them  good,  by  the 
way  and  in  the  proportion  recommended 
by  the  noble  lord,  if  in  the  present  state 
of  this  country,  and  of  the  world,  those  who, 
during  the  course  of  the  tremendous  and 
protracted  struggle,  on  various  occasions 
called  upon  parliament  to  pause,  to  retard 
its  too  rapid  and  too  rash  advance,  and  to 
draw  back  from  the  task  it  had  unwisely  un** 
dertaken  to  perform,  have  manfully  and 
honourably  stepped  forward  to  join  their 
congratulations  to  the  joyful  acclamations 
of  the  nation,  and  to  admit  the  present  to 
be  the  period  favourable  to  a  mighty  and 
decided  effort ;  how  much  more  grateful 
must  it  be  to  those,  who  at  no  time  during 
the  struggle  have  lifted  up  their  voices  in 
this  place,  excepting  to  recommend  and 
to  urge  new  exertions;  to  those  who, 
when  the  prospects  were  most  dreary  and 
melancholy,  insisted  that  there,  was  but 
one  course  becoming  the  character  and 
honour  of  Great  Britain : — a  persevering, 
an  undaunted  resistance  to  the  over- 
whelming power  of  France.  To  an  indi- 
vidual who,  under  the  most  discouraging 
circumstances,  still  maintamed  that  the 
deliverance  6f  Europe  (often  a  derided 
term)  was  an  object  not  only  worthy  of 
our  arms,  but  possible  to  be  achieved,  it 
must  be  doubly  welcome  to  come  forward, 
to  acknowledge  his  transports,  and  to  vin- 
dicate his  share  in  the  national  exultation. 
If  too,  on  the  other  hand,  there  have  been 
those  who,  having  recommended  pacifica- 
tion when  the  opportunity  was  less  fa- 
vourable, are  now  warranted,  as  undoubt- 
edly they  ard,  in  uttering  the  same  senti- 
ments, in  the  coufidence  that  the  country 
will  sympathize  with  them  ;  it  is  natural 
for  those  who,  under  other  circumstances, 
have  discouraged  the  expectation  of 
peace,  and  have  warned  the  nation  against 
precipitate  overtures,  now  to  be  anxioas 
to  embrace  this  occasion  of  stating  their 
sincere  conviction  and  their  joy,  as  strong- 
ly felt  by  them  as  by  others,  that  by  the 
happy  course  of  events  during  the  last 
year,  and  by  the  wise  pol'rcy  we  sbaU 
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now  pfastuit,  peace  may  not,  perhaps^  be 
witbin  our  graap^  but  is  at  leatt  within  our 
riew. 

The  vota  we  are  this  night  called  upon 
to  BMke  is- in  part  prospective^  and  in  part 
retrospectiTe  for  services  actually  per- 
fbraed.  O^  that  portion  whicb  is  pros- 
pective^  the  noble  lord  has  properly  de<> 
lerred  the.  discussion ;  but  of  that  poriion 
which*  ia  retM>9pective,  we  are  enabled  to 
jodge ;  andv  large  as  the  expenditure  now 
proposed'  n^  $eem,  I  think  no  roan>  who 
conpares  the,  station  we  now  hold  with 
Uiat  which  we  occupied  at  any  former 
period  of  the  contest,  can  doubt  that  the 
expenditure  has  been  wisely  incurred, 
«ad  that  the  services  actually  performed 
have  fully  merited  the  disbursement.  I 
Agree  with  those  who  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  ttnie  is  now  arrived  whcm  we  may 
look  forward  to^tiw  attainment  of  peace ; 
but  I  am  for  from  disguising  'from  myself, 
and  I  deem  it  of  infinite  importance  that 
the  coonltry  should  not  disguise  from  it- 
■eif^  the  difficulties  with  which  we  may 
have  still  to  struggle.  We  mu9t  not  de* 
ceive  ourseJves  by  supposing  that  the 
yame  is  actually  won  ;-  that  the  problem 
18  mathematically  solved ;  that  we  have 
done  all  that  is  necessary  to  insure  a  last* 
iag  tranquillity.  What  we  have  accom- 
plisbed  is,  establishing  the  foundation 
upon  which  the  temple  of  peace  may  be 
erected  ;  and  imagination  may  now  pic- 
tore  the  completion  of  that  structure^ 
which,  with  hopes  less  sanguine,  and 
hearts  less  high,  it  would  haye  been  folly 
to  have  attempted  to  raise.  We  may 
now  confidently  hope  to  arrive  at  the  ter- 
mination .of  labour,  and  the  attainment  of 
repose.  It  is  impossible  to  look  back  to 
those  periods  when  the  enemy  vaunted, 
aud  we^  perhaps,  feared  that  we  should 
hare  been  compelled  to  sue  for  peace, 
amid  all  the  ebullitions  of  joy«  without 
letoming  thanks  to  that  Providence,  which 
gave  OS  courage  and  heart  still  to  bear  up 
agaiqat  accumulating  Calamity.  Peace  is 
lafe  DOW,  because  it  is  not  dictated  :  peace 
h  cafe  now,  for  it  is  the  fruit  of  exertion, 
the  child  of  victory  :  peace  is  safe  now, 
hecaoae  it  wiU  aot  be  purchased  at  the 
expetice  of  the  interest  and  of  the  honour 
of'  the  empire :  it  is  not  the  ransom  to 
boy  off  danger ;  but  the  lovely  fVuit  of 
the  mighty  meanb  we  hare  employed  to 
drire  danger  fi^9m  our  shores.  I  must 
irkh  heartfelt  deHght  congratulate  my 
eootitry,  that,  groaning  as  she  has  done 
aa  fbftter  periede  under  the  hea«y  pres- 
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amre  of  adverse  war,  still  *'  peace  was  de<* 
spaired  of;  for  who  could  think  of  sub^ 
roissioD }"  Her  strength,  her  endurance, 
have  been  tried  and  proved,  by  every 
mode  of  assault,  th^t  the  most  refined  sys-^ 
tem  of  hostility  could  invent,  not  only  by 
open  Military  attacks,  but  by  low  attempts 
to  destroy  her  commercial  prosperity  ^ 
the  expeviiQent  has  been  made ;  the  ex- 
periment baa  failed  ;  and  we  are  now  tri- 
orophaatly,  but  not  arrogantly,  to  consi* 
^9f,  whatineaeavea  of  security  should  be 
adopted,  on  wfaa»  terass  a  peace  jhould  be 
concluded.  But,  as  I  before  remarked, 
peace  is  oaly  within  our  view,  not  within 
our  grasp<;  we  must  still  look  fonvard  to 
an  muous  struggle  with  an  enemy,  whoso 
enei^ies  liave  grown  with  bis  misfortunes, 
and  who  will  leave  no  efforts  untried  to 
remore  us  f^om  the  lofty  pinnacle  that  wo 
have  attained.  We  are  not  yet  in  a  situa- 
tion in  which  we  have  a  right  to  discuss 
the  terms  of  pacification ;  but  so  far  I 
agree  with  the  noble  lord>  that  the  happy 
changes  which  have  taken  place,  must 
not  alter  the  principle  on  which  a  treaty 
should  bo  founded  :  they^o  not  vary  with 
circumstances ;  we  must  secure  and  guard 
our  own  honour  and  interest ;  but  we 
must  not  expect  from  oar  enemy  that  to 
which  we  ourselves  shottld  not  submit, 
that  he  should  sacrifice  to  us  his  own 
honotir  and  interest,  to  him  equally  dear. 
All  will  agree,  however,  that  this  is  not 
prectsely  the  time  for  these  discussions  ; 
we  must  expect  from  him  a  renewed  and 
vehement  struggle;  he  will  not  tamely 
submit  to  degradation,  but  will  continue 
his  efforts ;  and  if  we  arrive  at  the  desired 
goal,  it  can  only  be  by  the  road  we  are 
now  pursuing. 

With  reference,  however,  to  the  rote  of 
this  night,  as  far  as  it  may  be  considered 
prospective,  as  to  the '  exertions  we  are 
called  upon  in  future  to  make,  I  must  ob* 
serre,  that  even  if  our  hopes  of  peace 
should  be  po^poned,  or  even  disappointed^ 
is  it  nothing  to  reflect  upon  the  postpra 
we  are  enabled  to  assume,  by  the  achieve- 
ments we  have  already  performed  ?  Is  it 
nothing,  to  look  back  upon  the  fallen,  the 
crouching  attitude  of  enslared  Europe,  at 
a  period  not  long  distant,  and  compare  it 
vrith  the  upright,  free,  undaunted  posture 
in  which  she  now  stands? — Living  me- 
mory can  recal  no  period  when  she  was 
entitled  to  hold  her  head  so  high,  and  to 
bid  such  bold  defiance  to  her  enemy. 
What,  let  me  ask,  is  the  first  and  brightest 
fruit  of   the  late  raccessfol   conflict?— 

(L) 
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First ;  that  continuity  of  system,  that  in- 
strument of  not  wholly  inefiectnal  hosti- 
lity against  Great  Britain,  which,  until 
lately,  was  supposed  to  be  growing  in 
strength  and  per^ction,  has  been  destroy- 
ed ;  that  complex  machine .  directed 
against  our  trade,  has  received  a  blow 
which  has  shivered  it  to  atoms!  (Hear, 
bear!).  The  enemy  is  doubly  defeated ; 
his  i^rms  and  his  artifices  have  failed : 
burdened  as  it  was,  still  there  is  something 
in  the  incompressible  nature  of  .commerce 
which  rises  undelr  the  weight  of  the  most 
powerful  tyranny  :  his  eflbrts  have  been 
exhausted;  his  monarchy  was. reduced, 
to  sink  our  commerce ;  but,  rising  with 
t^enfold  vigour,  it  has  defied  his  puny  ef- 
forts, never  to  be  repeated.  The  next 
point  that  we  have  attained  is,  the  de- 
struction of  his  own  darling  system  of 
confederation ;  I  mean,  that  system  by 
which  he  had  formed  all  the  states  of  con- 
tinental Europe  into  satellites  of  the  French 
empire,  that  moved  only  as  it  moved,  and 
acted  only  by  its  influence*  They  are  now 
emancipated ;  the  yoke  has  been  removed 
from  their  shoulders ;  the  nations  rise  su- 
perior to  themselves, 

^  Free,  and  to  none  accountable,  preferring 

"  Hard  liberty,  before  the  easy  yoke 

"  Of  servile  pomp/' 

Bat,  since  all  the  events  of  war  are  pre- 
carious, is  it  impossible,  that,  after  retiring 
awhile,  the  tyrant  of  Europe  (now  no 
longer  its  tyrant)  may  again  burst  forward, 
and  again,  with  desolation  in  his  train, 
awhile  victorious,  attempt  to  collect  the 
fragments  of  that  system,  and  to  recon" 
struct  that  mighty  engine  which  we  have 
fhi^ttered,  but  which  once,  guided  by  his 
hand,  hurled  destruction  on  his  foes?— It 
is  impossible.  After  the  defeats  that  he 
has  sustained,  all  confidence  between  him 
antj  his  vassal  states  must  be  annihilated. 
Admitting  that  they  may  be  compelled 
again  to  act,  can  he  rely  upon  their  exer- 
tions, or  can  they  depend  upon  his  sup- 
port  ?  He  may  go  forth  like  that  foul  idol, 
of  which  we  heard  so  much  in  the  last 
year,  crushing  his  helpless  victims  beneath 
bis  chariot  wheels;  but  he  never  again 
can  yoke  them  to  his  car  as  willing  in- 
struments of  destruction.  Even  if  Austria, 
by  base  submission  >o  the  sacrifice  of  her 
honour,  were  to  add  the  sacrifice  of  ano- 
ther, daughter,  and  of  another  army  of 
$0,000  men,  that  mutual  confidence  which 
existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
c^ampai'gn  can  never  be  restored. 
..  So  much  for  the  prteieat  state  of  £a- 
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rope:  but  has   this  country  gained  no-^ 
thing  by  the  glorious  contest,  even  sup- 
posing peace  should  be  far  distant  ?  Is  it 
nothing  to  Great  Britain,  even  purchased 
at  the  high  price  stated  by  the  noble  lord, 
that  under  all  the  severity  of  her  sufferings, 
while    her  trade  declined^  her  military 
character  has  been  exalted  ?  Is  it  no  satis- 
faction, no  compensation  to  her,  to  reflect 
that  the  splendid  scenes  displayed  on  -the 
continent  are  owing  to  her  em>rts?  that 
the  victories  of  Germany  are  to  be  attri- 
buted to  our  victorjes  in  the  peninsula? 
That  spark,   often  "feeble,  sometimes   so 
nearly  extinguished  as  to  excite  despair 
in  all  hearts  that  were  not  above  it,  which 
we  lighted  in  Portugal,  which  was  fed  and 
nourished  there,  has  at  length  burst  into  a 
flame  that  has  dazzled  and  illuminated 
Europe.    Shall  it  then  be  said,  that  this 
struggle  has  had  no  efiect  upon  the  mili- 
tary character  of  Great  Britain  ?  At  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  our  emf^ic* 
rested  upon  one    majestic    column,   our 
naval  power.    In  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  a  hero  has  raised  another  stupendous 
pillar  of  strength  to  support  our  monarchy ; 
our   military  pre-eminence.    It  is   now 
that  we  may  boast,  not  only  of  superiority 
at  sea,  but  on  shore :  the  same  energy  and 
hecoism  exist  in  both  the  arms  of  Great^ 
Britain  ;    they  are  rivals  in  strength,  but 
inseparable  in  glory.    If  at  a  future  period, 
by  successes  which  we  cannot  foresee,  and 
by  aggressions  which  we  cannot  resist, 
war  should  again  be  threatened  upon  our 
own  shores,  what  consolation  will  the  re- 
flection afford,  that  out  of  the  calamities 
and   the    privations  of  war  has  arisen  a 
principle  of  safety,  that,  superior  to  all  at- 
tacks, shall  survive  through  ages,  to  which 
even  our  posterity  shall    look    forward. 
Compare  the  situation  of  England  with 
her  condition  even  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  campaign,  much  more  with  her  con* 
dition  at  the  renewal  of  the  war.     Were 
we  not  then  threatened  by  the  aggressiona 
of  an  enemy  even  upon  our  own  shores : 
were  w«  not  then  trembling  for  the  safety- 
and  sanctity  even  of  our  homes  ?— Now 
contemplate  Wellington  encamped  on  ikm 
Bidassoa!— 'I  know  that  a  sickly  sensibility- 
prevails  abroad,  which  leads  some  to  doubt 
whether  the  advance  of  lord  Wellington 
was  not  rash  and  precipitate.     Of  the  po- 
litical expediency  of  that  advance  I  can 
entertain  but  one  opinion :  I  cannot  enter 
into  that  refinement  which  induces  these 
who  affect  to  know  much,  to  hesitate  opoA 
the  subject:  I  cannot  look  with  regret  at 
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a  Britith  amy  enctmped  upon  the  fertile 
pkunt  of  France :  I  cannot  belieye  that 
my  new  grounds  for  apprehension  are 
noted  by  an  additional  excitement  being 
aflforded  to  the  irriubility  of  thci  French 
people:  I  foresee  no  disadvantage  result- 
ing from  entering  the  territories  of  our 
•neiny^  not  at  the  conquered  but  the  con* 
^aerors :  I  cannot  believe  that  there  are 
any  so  weak  as  to  imagine  that  England 
wishes  to  maintain  a  position  within  the 
heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  or  that 
Spain  will  attempt  to  extend  her  domi- 
nion "beyond  that  vast  chain  of  impreg- 
Babie  mountains  that  seem  to  form  her 
natural  boundary.  What  is  the  fact? 
Tbe  Portuguese  are  now  looking  upon  the 
walls  of  Bayonne,  *'  that  circles  in  those 
wolves'^whlch  would  have^devattated  their 
capital;  tbe  Portuguese  now  behold, 
planted  on  the  towers. of  Bayonne,  that 
ttaodard  which  their  enemy  would  have 
made  to  float  upon  the  walls  of  Lisbon.  I 
cannot  think  it  a  matter  of  regret  that 
Spaniards  are  now  recovering,  from  the 
grasp  of  an  enemy  on  his  own  shores,  that 
diadem  which  was  stripped  from  the  brow 
of  the  Boorbons,  to  be  pocketed  by  a 
usurper.  (Hear,  hear,  hear!)  I  cannot 
think  it  a  matter  of  regret  that  England, 
feraierly  threatened  with  invasion,  is  now 
the  invader— that  France,  instead  of  Eng- 
land, is  the  scene  of  conflict : 

.  Ultr6  Inachias  venisset  ad  urbes 
Dardanus,  et  versis  lugeret  Gneda^tis. 
I  cannot  think  all  this  matter  of  regret ; 
and  of  those  who  believe  that  the  nation  or 
mytelf  are  blinded  by  our  successes,  I  en- 
treat, that  they  will  leave  me  to  my  de- 
lusion, and  keep  their  philosophy  to  them- 
aelvet.  (He^r,  hear,  hear!)  There  are 
other  observations,  growing  not  only  out 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  year,  but 
aince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that 
to  my  mind  are  highly  consoling.  It  is  a 
fact  acknowledged  by  all,  that  our  enemy, 
who  has  enslaved  the  press,  and  made  it 
contribate  so  importantly  to  his  own  pur- 
potet  of  ambition  at  various  periods  during 
the  bottilities,  has  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  all  those  who  were  likely  to  be  our 
allies  a  notion,  that  Great  Britain  only 
fooght  to  secure  her  own  interests — that 
her  views  were  completely  selfish.  That 
illosion  is  now  destroyed,  aiul  the  designs 
of  this  country  are  vindicated  by  recent 
ovents.  We  call  on  all  the  powers  with 
whom  we  are  at  war  to  do  us  justice  in 
tbis  respect :  above  all,  we  claim  it  of 
America,  with  which  as  much  as  any  man 


I  wish  for  reconciliation.  If  she  were  now 
hesitating  and  wavering,  which  of  the  two 
great  contending  parties  she  should  join, 
would  not  the  conduct  of  England  now 
decide  the  doubt  ?  I  ask  her  to  review  her 
own  and  the  policy  of  this  country,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  we  are  deserving,  not 
only  of  her  confidence,  but  of  the  support 
of  mankind.  Now,  she  can  l)ehold  Buo- 
naparte in  his  naked  deformity,  stripped 
of  the  false  glory  which  success  cast 
around- him:  the  spell  of  hi§  invincibility 
it  now  dissolved:  she  can. now  look  at 
him  without  that  awe  which  an  uninter- 
rupted series  of  victories  had  created.* 
Were  she  now  to  survey  him  as  be  is. 
what  wookl  be  the  result  P^Sbe  would 
trace  him  by  the  desolation  of  empires, 
and  the  dismemberment  of  states;  she 
would  see  him  pursuing  his  course  over  the 
ruins  of  men  and  of  things :  slavery  to 
the  people,  and  destruction  to  commerce  ; 
hostility  to  literature,  to  light  and  life, 
were  the  principles  upon  which  he  acted : 
-^his  object  was,  to  extinguish  patriotism, 
and  to  confoand  allegiance ;  to  darken  at 
well  as  to  enslave :  to  roll  back  the  ti4e 
of  civiliaation ;  to  barbarize,  as  well  as  to 
desolate,  mankind.  Then,  let  America  ^ 
torn  from  this  disgusting  picture,  these 
scenes  of  bloodshed  and  horror,  and  com« 
pare  with  them  the  effect  of  British  in-, 
terference!  She  will  see,  that  wherever 
this  country  has  exerted  herself,  it  hat 
been  to  raise  the  fallen,  and  to  support 
the  falling;  to  raise,  not  to  degrade,  the 
national  character;  to  roufe  the  senti* 
ments  of  patriotism  which  tyranny  had 
silenced ;  to  enliffbten,  to  re-animate,  to 
liberate.  Great  Britain  has  resuscitated 
Spain,  and  re-created  Portugal :  Germany 
is  now  a  nation  as  well  as  a  name ;  and 
all  these  glorious  effects  have,  been  pro- 
duced by  the  efforts  and  by  the  example 
of  our  country.  If  to  be  the  deliverers  of  / 
Europe;  if  to  have  raised  our  own  na- 
tional character,  not  upon  the  rains  of 
other  kingdoms ;  if  to  meet  dangers  with- 
out shrinking,  and  to  possess  courase 
rising  with  difficulties,  be  admirable,  surely 
we  may. not  unreasonably  hope  for  the 
applause  of  the  world.  If  we  have  founded 
our  strength  upon  a  rock,  and  possess  the 
implicit  confidence  of  those  allies  whom 
we  have  succoured  when  they  seemed  be* 
jrond  relief;  tl^en,  I  say,  that  our  exer- 
tions during  the  last  year,  all  our  effortt' 
during  the  war,  are  cheaply  purchased : . 
if  we  have  burdened  ourselves,  we  have 
relieved  others ;  and  we  have  the  iaward. 
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Ikf  flOQl-felt,  the  proud  ■ativfaciion  of 
knowing  that  «  selfish  charge  is  that 
which*  with  the  faintest  shadow  of  jastice^ 
cannot  be  brought  against  us. 

Mr.  Canning  then  proceeded  to  applaud 
jbhe  system  of  affording  aid  by  bills  of 
credit,  which,  witheut  danger  to  ourselves, 
mixed  the  credit  of  this  country  with  that 
of  oor  allies.  He  also  stated  hts  concur- 
rence in  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  to  which 
last  year  he  had  objected,  in  consequence 
of  the  prevision  regarding  Norway.  A 
maJArity  of  both  Houses  had  determined 
in  iu  favour,  and  he  was  satisfied  with  that 
vote.  He  also  approved  of  the  contiau* 
ance  ef  the  aid  to  riiat  power.  He  con« 
gratttlated  the  Hooae  upon  the  accesbioa 
of  Austria  to  the  conlederacy,  whose  akl 
was  so  necessary  to  its  success.  Next  to 
bis  jey  in  voting  these  supplies,  would  be 
the  kidignation  tie  should  ieei,  if  either  t>f 
thethree  great  powers  were  to  forsake  the 
league>  and  make  «  sepairate  treaty  to  se-. 
cure  its  ow«  pecalbr  hiterests.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  the  least  reason 
16  apprehend  tfoclTa  defectton;  far  he  was 
convinced,  that  aH  were  now  sensible,  «hat 
the  fate  of  each  depended  upon  the  firm 
onion  of  all  at  the  present  crisis,  when  the 
liberty  of  the  world  was  the  fyrise  for 
which  thev  w^e  contending. — He  con» 
iHuded  in  the  fbllowing  tvords  :-*- 

it  has  been  often  said,  that  the  lan- 
Ifuage  of  true  poetry  is  the  language  of 
universal  nature  ;  but  I  believe,  that  the 
empress  of  France  was  little  conscious 
when  she  made*  her  speech  to  the  senate 
respecting  her  husband/  that  she  was  em» 
ploying  almost  the  very  words  of  our  great 
epic  poet,  who  put  them  in  the  mouth  of 
the  first  rebel  and  usurper,  on  record^  who 
is  speaking  of  tho  disappointment  of  tl^e 
followers  whom  be  had  seduced— 
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-«  Ah  me!  They  little  know 


i^  How  dearly  I  abide  that  boast  I  made ; 
f*^  lender  whit  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 
f(  While  they  adore  ne  oq  the  throne  of  heil  1^ 
Thus  have  I  stated  a  few  of  the  remarks 
which  press  upon  me  in  the  present  pos-. 
tore  of  atfan-s.  1  ardently  hope,  that  the 
result  will  be  a  general  pacification,  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  civilised  world 
will  be  d^y  consulted :  if  it  should  bo 
pecessary  to  continue  hostilities,  may  we 
contend,  as  we  have  fought  during  the  last 
campaign,  with  matchless  strenffth,  aris* 
iag  from  the  firmness  of  the  indissoloble 
pnion  of  the  allies,  whose  caoto  is,  and 
whose  exertkmf  ought  to  be,  <ftie.  May 
(ff  eat  l^it^ii}^  Mill  maintain  tbat  dimity 


ition,  and  aapport  d»t  mmdeur  and 
lity  of  design,  upon  which  she  hat 


of  «tatioa, 

liberality 

hitherto'acted  :  may  she  conttnua  the  a»» 

oppressive  eaardian  af  the  libefties  that 

sha  has  vindicated,  and  the  disinterested 

protectress  of  the  blessings  that  she  Iras 

bestowed ! 

Sir  GUbeti  Ueathcoie  observed^  that  it 
was  not  to  this  particular  treaty  that  ha 
objected,  but  to  the  principle  of  granting 
foreign  subsidtes  at  a  time  when  the  vi* 
nual  taxes  bore  so  heavy  on  the  comoui* 
nity,  and  when  our  finances  by  no  aieant 
warranted  us  in  such  an  expenditune ;  for 
the  allied  powers  had  never  so  efiectuallj 
opposed  the  French  as  during  the  last  two 
years,  when  almost  unconnected  and  an* 
supported  by  pecuniary  aid  from  England. 
If  the  people  of  the  comtnent  really  felt 
the  encroachments  of  France,  they  weald 
continue  to  resist,  without  pay  being  af* 
forded  as  a  preliminary  for  the  eeatinu« 
ance  of  their  hostility.  He  vaderstood 
that  the  new  loan  was  for  32  millmtiB^ 
with  a  prospect  of  mora  being  reqaired  l 
hi  addition  to  this  enormous  soai,  dartng 
the  ensaiag  spring,  some  thought  that 
bans  might  be  pushed  to  any  estentwhai* 
ever  ;  provided  part  of  each  wfas  reserved 
as  a  siokittg  capital,  ultiaiately  to  «z-' 
tioguish  the  debt  He  conceived  tins  to 
be  dangerous,  and  erery  way  Inmhen* 
some  to  the  pitesent  generaticm.  Tb^ 
Prince  Regent's  Speech,  froioi  which  the 
proposed  measure  originated,  gave  mxich 
satisfaction,  on  account  of  the  moderate 
and  liberal  sentiments  which  it  contained. 
Regarding  the  Speech  as  that  of  the  n^i* 
nisters,  he  hoped  that  they  would  act  up 
to  it.  They  would  do  well  to  caution  th^i^ 
agents,  who  write  in  the  public  prims,  to 
abstain  from  violent  language ;  as  a  ^sus- 
picion  might  be  entertained,  that  what 
was  announced  publicly  iti  the  House,  wat 
discouraged  elsewhere;  that  when  de« 
bating  on  subsidies  caused  by  coalitions, 
it  would  be  well  to  recollect  the  cam* 
paigns  of  1799  and  1800.  In  the  first, 
the  allies  were  completely  successful ;  but 
in  the  latter,  the  fatal  battles  of  Marengo 
and  HohenKnden  laid  Austria  again  pros* 
trate  at  the  foot  of  France.  No  depen* 
dence  could  be  placed  on  the  small  states 
in  Germany ;  they  were  alternately  with 
the  strongest  party.  The  system  pursued, 
resembled  too  much  that  of  a  person  in 
private  life,  who  lived  on  the  principal 
mstead  of  the  intet-est  of  his  fortune,  for 
him  to  think  it  a  wise  or  safe  course  fof 
the  p^ion  anjr  longer  to  pursite.    ]M[int8* 
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ten  had  much  m  tkeir  power,  if  they 
acted  trildii  trmpos  aad  moderatioa. 
Ei^kod  ttood  too  high,  to  necettitate  her 
to  alter  her  demands  •on  erery  fresh  soc- 
cess;  she  should  fix  what  were  the  terms 
on  which  she  could  malre  peace  wftb  se- 
curity, and  idhere  to  them  as  th^  bases  of 
negociation.  Opposition  to  the  measore 
be  koewwas  useless;  hat  as  his  pahlic 
conduct  shoflfid  not  belie  his  private  sen- 
timents, he  cottld  not  avoid  stating  his  oh- 
jections ;  conceiring  it  to  be  the  particatar 
doty  of  a  member  of  the  lower  Hoase,  to 
look  to  a  provident  expenditure  of  the 
poblic  money,  tie  thert  alluded  to  the 
re-pobKcatton  of  Louis  the  iMi'^  pro- 
clamation to  the  people  of  Ranee,  at  this 
pariicutar  time,  in  journals  devoted  to  the 
ministry,  as  betraying  i  feeling  fer  the 
re^stablishment  of  tlSt  Bourbon  fvan^y, 
which,  however  he  might  pity  them  a*  in- 
dividaah,  he  thought  moM  hnpolitic :  it 
was  In  contradiction  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's seatimfents  in  the  Speech  from  the 
throne;  and  if<etitertained,  the  war  might 
be  considered  as  perpetual. 

Mr.  Wkiihrend  rose,  he  m\6^  merely  to 
notice  one  or  twt»  remarks  tiliich  bad  oc- 
curred hb  the  declamatory  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  prentleman  .who  had  spoken  last 
but  one.  He,  for  one,  must  disclaim  his 
having  entertained  any  idea  at  any  period 
of  makmg  a  dishonourable  peace  with 
France,  a  peace  of  compromise  or  subju- 
gation ;  but  he  did  think,  that  many  op- 
pommiiies  had  been  lost  (and  mere  parti- 
ctdarly  under  the  admin  istraition  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself,)  when  there 
Was  a  prospect  of  making  a  fair  and 
honourable  peace  with  France.  He  never 
wished  this  country  to  make  a  peace  rfaat 
should  compromise  her  interests  or  her 
honour;  but  he  at  the  same  trme 
wMied  that  France  should  be  fairly  and 
honourably  dealt  by.  Sure  he  was,  as 
sm^  as  he  could  be  of  any  thing  that  d4d 
not  admit  of  actual  demonstration,  that  if 
the  councils  and  policy  of  Mn  Fox  had 
been  originally  adopted,  those  tremendous 
events  which  we  had  witnessed,  woaM  not 
have  taken  place  on  the  continent;  nor 
riiottld  we  to  night  hate  foimd  it  necessary 
to  vote  the  proposed  subsidy,  in  older  to 
make  one  more  effbrt  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war.  One  part  of  the  right  hoii.  geMl«f- 
man's  declamation  he  was  quite  at  a  loss 
to  understand,  or  where  be  had  found  the 
material  for  it*  He  did  ndt  1mo4r  where 
|e  wotifd  find  any  individual  in  that 
BoQse^  either  amonj  the  friends  who  sat 


near  him,  or  those  who  w«re  separated 
lirom  him;  among  those  whom  he  re» 
tained,  or  those  whom  he  had  discarded; 
who  had  ever  lamented  those  proud  erenta 
in  conaequeDce  of  which  lord  We^Hi^gton 
had  planted  Ins  standard  «n  the  soil  of 
France.  He  would  vie  with  the  right 
hen.  and  eloquent  speaker  in  i»ks  congra- 
tulatfon  and  triumph  on  that  subject ;  but  \ 
he  could  net  h^p  saying  something  uf 
the  o«erwee«fng  seif«cmnpiacency  wit4i 
which  that  gentkanin  talked  of  the  vhare 
which  we  had  had  in  giving  a  deckled 
turn  to  the  aspect  of  a£&irs  in  the  North  «f 
Burope.  He  hoped  that  be  would  r^ 
oelleot,  that  bis  M^^jestj's  ministers 
wiould  recollect,  and  that  the  allies  would 
recollect^  that  U  was  thfe  mad  ambition  of 
Booattpart^,  which,  by  carr^mg  hini  bei- 
yond  all  bounds  of  pradence  w  justice^ 
had  pradooed  that:  reverse  of  fortune^ 
But  it  was  the  conduct  of  this  country 
which  had  enabled  him  to  proceed  so  far 
as  he  bad  dene  in  bis  unprincipled  career. 
Gre^t  Britain  (Mr.  Whitbread  said)  ki^ 
made  Buonaparte,  and  he  had  undone 
himself.  Bf  puthing  bis  anti-colonial 
policy  to  the  impracticable  extremes 
which  his  passions  and  resentmem  against 
this  country  dictated;  and  by  the  aid  of 
Heaven,  which  had  almost  miracoloasly 
conspired  to  the  destruction  of  bis  army 
last  year  in  Russia,  he  bad  been  reduced 
Within  those  limito,  which  he  (Mr.  Wbil» 
bread)  sincerely  hoped  be  would  nevur 
again  be  able  to  pass.  The  right  hon. 
ftntleman  talked  of  coalitions.  Mr. 
Wbitbread  thought  tt  best  not  to  revert  to 
that  topic :  but  there  was  a  marked  dif- 
ference, in  his  opinion,  between  the  pre- 
sent and  fermer  coalitions.  Formerly 
we  had  offered  subsidies  to  the  continental 
powers  to  coalesce  against  France :  in  the 
present  Instance,  tbeee  powers  had  tbem- 
self«es  eoateftced  against  France ;  and  we 
were  i^atled  upon  to  advance  subsidies  to 
enable  them  to  continue  their  efiR/rts  in 
the  ooMmoti  cause,  and  for  the  attainment 
of  peace  on  a  permanent  basis. — He  bad 
on  a  former  night  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  same  terms  of  peace  might  be  granted 
now,  as  were  offered  at  the  commence*? 
ment  of  the  armistice.  He  had  then  cott 
rected  biatiself  by  saying,  that  he  hoped 
the  same  basis  of  negotiation  might  be 
adopted.  He  would  now  Correct  himself 
still  farther,  and  say,  instead  of  the  same 
basis,  the  same  principle  of  n^gociation. 
He  should  indeed  be  most  happy  to  tearn^ 
that  some  general  principle  of  pacific  ar« 
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rangemenfc  wts  anderstood  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  allies.  He  did  not  mean 
officiooilyto  ask,  what  that  principle  was, 
nor  would  it  be  right  at  present  to  disclose 
it  (Hear,  hear !  from  lord  Castlereagh ;) 
but  if  there  were  no  broad  and  definite 
oQtline  pretiously  laid  down,  and  firmly 
adhered  to,  as  to  the  demands  on  the  part 
of  the  allies,,  or  the  concessions  on  the  part 
cf  France,  which  were  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  a  general  |>eace,  ,he  would  venture 
to  predict,  ihat  what  had  so  often  hap- 
pened already,  would  again  take  place; 
namely,  that  we  should  before  long  hear 
that  some  one  or  other  of  the  allies  had 
made  a  separate  treaty,  founded,  on  its 
own  views  or  interests.  Why  had  the 
coalesced  powers  hitherto  been  vanquished 
by  France  ?  Because  the  people  were  not 
with  them*  The  allies  had  now  triumphed 
over  the  French  armies,  because  the 
people  were  with  the  governments,  and 
urged  them  on  to  repel  the  unjust  and  in- 
tolerable encroachments  of  France.  The 
great  course  of  events  held  out  to  us  a 
most  important  lesson.  If  we  did  not 
take  warning  from  it,  but  attempted 
blindly  to  push  our  advantages  too  fiBtr,  he 
feared  that  we  should  only  ronse  the  same 
irresistible  power  in  France,  which  in 
1793  had  repealed  the  combined  attacks 
of  all  Europe — which  had  si;ice  led  on 
the  emperor  of  the  French  to  conquests, 
apd  which  might  again  turn  the  tide  of 
success  against  us.  With  respect  to  that 
nart  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden  which  re% 
lated  to  the  annexation  of  Norway,  he 
still  retained  the  same  sentiments  of  ab-^ 
horrence  and  detestation  of  it  that  he  ever 
did.  But  that  was  now  past  In  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  Europe,  and  after  the  ser* 
vices  rendered  by  Sweden  to  the  allies, 
the  proposed  su^idj  to  Sweden  would 
have  his  hearty  concurrence.  Agreeing 
as  he  did,  in  many  points;  with  the  hon. 
member  who  sat  behind  him  (sir  Gilbert 
Healhcote),  he  differed  from  him  on  this, 
as.  be  felt  no  reluctance  in  votine  the  sum 
called  for,  in  the  hope  that  the  efforu 
which  it  was  intended  to  sustain  and  assist, 
Would  be  directed  to  the  attainment  of  that 
great  object — a  secure  and  lasting  peace. 

'Mr.  Barmg  obiected  to  the  mode  of 
granting  the  subsidy*  Remitting  it  to  the 
continent  by  bills,  or  in  paper,  was  the 
least  advantageous  mode  that  could  be. 
Our  bills  on  the  continent  would  not  be 
worth  more  than  40  or  50  per  cent.  Mr. 
Baring  also  conceived,  that  the  postponing 
the  payment  of  part  of  the  debt  incurred 
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by  the  new  subsidies  till  after  the  return 
of  peace,  would  be  throwing  a  consider- 
able obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  resumption^ 
of  the  Bank  payments  in  cash,  which 
were  to  recommence  at  that  period*  The 
hon.  member  then  entered  into  a  forcible 
and  ingenious  argioment,  te  shew,  t^at  it 
had  always  been  the  policy  of  Frsince  to 
erect  a  barrier  of  small  states  along  the 
frontier  which  divided  her  from  Germany  f 
that  these  states,  which  nominally  be* 
longed  to  the  empire,  but  were  without 
any  military  force,  gave  France  that 
ascendancy  which  she  had  constantly 
maintained  over  Austria;  and  that  the 
anxiety  which  he  had  heard  expressed  by 
ministers  for  the  restoration  of  these 
smaller  states,  would  probably  be  found 
fatal  in  the  event  to  the  establishment  of 
that  continental  independence  which  was 
so  much  wished  for. 

The  ChunctUor  of  ike  Exchequer  said, 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  had 
been  judged  advisable  to  postpone  the 
raising  one  million  of  the  subsidy  to 
Austria  to  a  subsequent  period,  rather  than 
incur  the  inconveniences  of  the  imme- 
diate increase  of  expence. 

The  Resolutions  were   then   put  and^ 
carried,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  November  18. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the. 
Act  of  the  4 1st  of  his  Majesty,  relative  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  persons,  ia 
official  situations,  could  hold  seats  in  that^ 
House.  A  question  had  arisen^  as  to  th^ 
situation  in  which  those  persons  stood, 
holding  offices  under  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland ;  and  ii  had  been  doubted  whe- 
ther those  persons  appointed  to  fill  offices 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  must  ne- 
cessarily vacate  their  seats,  like  persons 
accepting  situations  under  the  crown.  A 
question. had  also  arisen,  whether  persons 
holding  such  offices  under  the  lord  lieute- 
nant were  not  obliged  by  law  to  vacate 
their  seats  on  a  new  lord  lieutenant 
coming  into  power,  as  it  was  assumed 
that  those  appointed  by  the  old  lord  lieu- 
tenant must  20  out  of  office  with  him.  He 
apprehended  that  this  was  not  necessary, 
any  more  than  it  was  necessary  that  per- 
sons holding  situations  under  the  crown 
should  resign  them  on  the  sovereignty  being 
assumed  by  a  regent.    It  might  be  very 
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inconvenieiit  if  thk  were  the  lair*  is  applied 
tQ  the  caae  of  the  chief  secretary  in  Ireland. 
The  qaeetaon^  howeyer^  mi^ht  be- raised  in 
another  quarter^  and  the  lodiiridoal  pro- 
ceeded against  by  way  of  penalty.  Ho 
thongbt  the  chief  secretary  ooffht  to  be 
protected  against  such  a  proceeding.  He 
therefore  proposed,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  explain  and 
amend  thei  said  Act.— Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

Insolybnt  Debtoks,]  Mr.  Horner^  see- 
ing a  riffbt  hon.  gentleman  in  his  place 
(Mr.  Batnnrst),  who,  he  thoosht,  would  be 
able  to  give  him  some  expuination  on  a 
aobject  on  which,  he  had  presented  a  peti* 
tion  in  the  present  session,  as  he  had  before 
presented  one  in  the  summer,  wished  to 
ask,  whether  any  and  what  steps  were  in 
progress  for  relieying  the  insolvent  debtors 
in  the  Isle  of  Man? 

Mr.  Baikam  was  not  satisfied  that  it  was 
in  his  power  to  give  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  that  detailed  information  which 
be  might  be  anxious  to  receive.  A  Bill 
had  been  sent  over*  from  the  local  jorisdic- 
tioQ  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  object  of 
Which  was,  to  relieve  the  insolvent 
debtors  there  confined.  This  Bill  had 
been  laid  before  the  privy  conncil ;  and 
they,  upon  consideration,  thought  it  ri^hi 
to  recommend  it  to  the  crown  to  signify 
its  dissent  from  the  Bill.  He  believed  the 
objection  to  that  Bill  was,  that  it  was 
thought  likely  to  open  a  door  for  persons, 
contracting  debts  m  this  country,  to  get 
veliered  from  such  obligation,  merely  by 
going  to^e  Isle  of  Man.  Such,  at  least, 
H  was  imagined,  might  be-  the  effect  of  this 
local  measure.  He,  however,  was  not 
aware,  that  any  objection  was  made  to 
giving  effect  to  such  arrangements  as 
woala  afford  relief  to  those  who  were  bona' 
jUk  inh.abitanU  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
wbose  debts  were  contracted  in  that  island. 
It  was  the  wish  of  government  to  allow 
then  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvency  Act,  by 
putting  them  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
iaaolvent  debtors  in  this  country. 

CoMv&NTioNs  WITH  Russia  and  Prussia.] 
Mr.  Luikkigum  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  the  Conventions  be- 
tween his  Mi^ty  and  the  emperor  of 
Russia  and  king  of  Prussia,-  the  Resolu- 
tions which  they  had  diirected  him  to  re- 
port io  the  House;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agteed^  to  by  the  House ;  and 
ara  as  fallow : 


1.  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provi- 
sion for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  make 
l^ood  such  engagements  as  mav  be  subsist- 
mg  or  be  contracted  between  his  Majesty 
and  forbign  powers. 

2.  That  provision  be  made  for  enabling 
his  Majesty  to  defray  the  expences  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  execution  of  two 
Conventions  between  his  Majesty  and 
their  majesties  the  emperor  of  all  the  Rus« 
sias  and  the  king  of  Prussia,  bearing  date 
respectively  the  SOth  day  of  September 
last,  for  the  issue  of  a  subsidy  by  the  • 
means  of  bills  of  credit,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  2,500,000/.  sterling,  or  fifteen 
millions  of  Prussian  thalers  principal 
money. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  of  the  said  Re- 
solutions be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  to  if  hom  it  is  referred  to 
consider  further  of  the  supply  granted  to 
his  Majesty. — ^That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
upon  the  other  of  the  said  Resolutions  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Lushington,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  ^chequer,  lord  viscount  Castle- 
reagh,  and  Mr.  Bathurst,  do  prepare  and 
bring  it  in. 

Militia  VoLUNXEiaiNo  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Militia  Bill, 

Alderman  Ckntt  observed,  that  as  doubts 
bad  arisdi  with  respect  to  the  nature  of 
this  Bill  as  affecting  the  city  of  London, 
he  was  desired  to  *'  introduce'V  a  clause 
into  it  [a  laugh  J,  to  save  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  that  city.  At  the  same  time  he  \ 
had  the  happiness  to  state,  that  the  com- 
mon council  had  this  day  come  to  an  un- 
animous resolution  to  have  an  application 
made  to  that  House,  which  would  be  pre- 
sented in  the  usual  way  on  Monday  or 
Tuesday  next,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  allow  the  militias  of  the  city  of  London 
to  do  the  same  as  was  proposed  by  the  Bill 
before  the  House  with  regard  to  the  other 
militia  regiments  throughout  the  country. 

Lord  Catikreagh  said,  that  he  should  not 
object  to  the  clause  proposed,  and  express- 
ed the  gratification  he  derived  from  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  baronet;  adding, 
that  as  the  citizens  of  London  had  ex- 
pressed such  an  honourable  disposition  to 
serve  the  common  cause  of  their  country* 
it  would  be  right  to  allow  that  they  should 
render  that  service  in  the  manner  which 
they  themselves  thought  proper  to  pro- 
pose. 

The  clause  which  provided  that  this  Bill 
should  not  extend  to  the  city  of  London 
i  was  accordingly  adopted. 
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'  Mr.  Whkhftad'  theo  rose  to  briog  for* 
ward  a  motion  of  which  he  bad  given  no- 
tiee,  with  regard  to  an  ameodment  in  the 
preaoijbje  of  this  Bill.     He  could  not,  he 
said,  calculate  upon  being  able  to  persuade 
the  noble  lord  (Castliereagh)  to  assent  to, 
or  the  House  to  adopt,  the  amendmeot 
which   he  had   to  submit;    but    yet  ba 
thought  it  proper  to  put  on  record   the 
grounds  upon  which  be  was  induced  to 
give  his  support  to  ministers  at  this  im* 
porlaot  crisis;    naoKiljt,  from   a  strong 
wish  and  confident  expectation  that  the 
exertions    which   they   had    made,   and 
which  they  were  about  to  make,  would 
tend  to  the  attainment  of  the  blessing 
of  peace.     He  was  not  insensible  to  the 
burthens   the  country  had   to. bear,    or 
lo  the  grievous  weight  which  was  to  b% 
added  to  those*  burthens  by  the  resolutions 
to  \i^bich  tbe  House  had  so  lately  assented; 
neither  was  he  insensible  to^the  invasion  of 
^e  old  constitutional  practice  which  the 
measure  uuder  consideiialioii  involved,  nor 
to  the  great  injustice  tawtiich  that  mea- 
aore  was  in  its  progress  aibd  execution  cal^ 
culated  to  subject  many  meritorious  offi- 
cers whose  complaints  had  reached  him, 
but  whose  case  w»  obvioot  before  those 
Gooi plaints  were  heard.    H«  was  not  in- 
sensible either  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  several  similar  expedients  which 
had  been  resorted  to,  from  time  to  time,  to 
recruit  our  disposable  force,  and  which 
expedients  being  firom  their  character  unfit 
and  inadequate  to  their  purpose,  led   to 
this  last  great  exertion  for  the  reinforce- 
ment of  our  army.     He  had  also  in  his  re- 
oollection  several  other  points,  which  might 
at  another  tame  call  for  animadversion. 
The  proposition,  for  instance,  of  the  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer,  upon  tbe  subject 
of  local  tokens,    was  a  direct  confession 
with  regard  to  tbe  state  of  our  silver  cur- 
rency ;    while  the  measure  brought  for- 
ward  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  re- 
specting tbe  acceptance  of  foreign  bills, 
for  the  accommodation  of  our  allies,  was 
obviously  calculated.  \(%  aggriVate  an  evil 
bog  and  justly  complained  of,  by  increas* 
ing  the  amount  of  our  paper  cumnojr^ 
Bui  still,  with  all  the^  considerations  m 
his  mind— with  his  ^es  fully  open  respect** 
ing  them,  he  was  ceady  to  support  ami 
confide  in  government,  from  a  strong  re* 
liance  upon  iiadispoaition  to  obtain  peace ; 
and  this  relianqe  particularly  rested  upon 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh);    many  parta 
of  whose  speech,  last  night,  he  heard  with 
pecnliar  gratification*    From  that  speech. 
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indeed,  he  was  much  more  satisfied  than 
he  had  ever  felt  before.    The  conduct  of 
the  war  with  America  the  hon.  gemlemaa 
also  thought  deserving  of  particitlar  atteo* 
tion ;    and  therefore  he  would  lay  in  his 
claim  at  a  proper  opportunity  to  consider 
those  parts  of  that  conduct  which  he  deem* 
ed  questionable ;  boty  at  present,  he  would 
abstain  from  the  disousstoo  of  thai  and  the 
othvr  points  io  which  he  had  referred, 
and   indeed,    from  any  topic    likely    to 
occasion  trouble  to  ministers;   being  wil- 
ling to  leave  them  wholly  unincumber* 
ed  and  disengaged;  to  devote  their  minds 
and  exertions  to  the  ^tainment  of  a  lait<^ 
ing  and  honourable  peace*    Stili  bei  vnah*- 
ed  to  record  on  the  Journals  the  gr^doodt 
upon  which  he  was  •»  wiUiogi  to  give  bis 
support  to  ministers,  by  proposing  to  inr 
sert   the    following    panagnaph    in    the 
preanible  of  the  Bifl,  namely,  ^  for  bring* 
ing  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  happy  teroEu* 
nation;    and  obtaining  the  wessiogs.  of 
peace  upon  terms  of  reciprocity,  honoaii 
and  seourity  to  all  the  belligeDentpow^rSi'' 
Recurring  to  the  speech  of  the  neble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  ihe  hon.  gentleman  repeat* 
ed,  that  from  some  parts  of  it  be  drew  a 
much  happier  augury  than  tto^'tone  and 
temper  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Speecli,  or 
liny  thing  he  had  heard  iMfore,  was  calcu* 
lated  to  produce ;    and  he  meant  particu- 
larly, that  immediately  after  the  battie  of 
Vittoria,  ministers  had  communicated  their 
readiness  to  accept  the  proffered  mediae 
tion  of  Austria.     In  selecting  tliat  happy 
moment,  which  was  so  well  calculated  to 
inspire  ^igh.  and  triumphant  ideas  to  ex- 
press their  disposition  towwds  peace,  mi- 
nist^Y  had  evinced  a  character  eminently 
deserving  of  his  confidence ;  and  if  there 
were  any  part  of  the  administration  more 
disposed  towards  peace  than  another,  he 
had  no  hesitation  ia  expressing  his  readi- 
ness to  fortify  that  part,  by  seconding  any 
measure  which  it  thought  proper  to  bring 
forward,  with  a  view,  to  the  attainment  oT 
such  a  deshrable  object.    The  hon.  mem- 
ber repa«bed,  that  he  had  no  bepe  that  hie 
amendment  would  be  adopted ;  and  it  was^ 
no  doubt,  consistent  with  the  nobleiord's 
views  to  oppose  its* adoption;  for  hiepro- 
positioB  wasf,  be  understood,  coBoesv«d  to 
invohe  a  refleotion>upon  former  admioia- 
tratiotts,  whom  he  viewed*  be  must  con« 
foes,  with  a  jesloasy  upon  this.  sub|ect, 
which  certainly  did  net  i^y  to  hie  Ma* 
jesty's  present  rainistariL 

The  amendment  being  put, 

L019L  CmUctmgk  rose  wd  declared  bir 
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objoctioD  to  the  motion;  because  he 
jhoald  conceive  it«  dereriction  of  bis  duty, 
to  acquiesce  in  an  amendmeut  which  would 
imply  that  this  measure  was  brought  for- 
waira  in  a'  differeDt  spirit  and  with  a  dif- 
ferent view  from  that  which  had  charac- 
terised other  measures  of  a  similar  nature, 
to  which  this  House  had  assented*  He 
Aiily  concurred  with  the  hon.  member  in 
a  wish  for  peace;  but  be  trusted  the 
House  and  the  coumry  would  not  conceive 
that  peace  was  ia  tbe  hands  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers.  They  Icnew  the  enemy 
ffith  whom  they  had  to  contend — and  the, 
|ierhaps»  still  more  formidable  character  of 
the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  ne^o- 
ciate.  They  concurred  with  thci  hon. 
Biember  in  an  anxious  wish  for  peace ; 
hot  they  were  resolved  to  look  for  a  peace 
not  only  fair  and  honourable,  but  such  as 
shonld  hold  out  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
secure  repose  to  the  country  after  the 
arduous  and  long- protracted  contest  in 
which  it  had  been  engaged— not  such  as 
might  do  little  else  than  lead  tbe  country 
to*  disarm,  merely  to  place  itself  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy.  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters were  not  willing  to  disguise  from 
themselves,  or  from  the  country,  the  dan- 
gers which  might  belong  to  peace,  any 
more  than  the.  dangers  and  calamities  in- 
cident to  war.  Their  object  was,  a  lasting 
and  honourable  peace ;  and  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  would,  adopt  the  language. of  the 
emperor  of  Austria,  who  stated,  that  he 
would  rather  incur  all  the  risks  of  war, 
than  remain  in  peace  subject  to  tbe  dread 
of  daily  aggression  or  perpetual  convul- 
sion. He  therefore  deprecated  the  idea  of 
ioiposing  upon  the  country  by  the  mere 
soood  of  peace ;  but  it  should  be  prompted 
to.  look  for  that  solid  and  satisfactory  ar* 
rangement  which  was  alone  to  be  valued, 
and  for  which  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
hoo.  jnover  was  as  solicitous  as  any  other 
individual  whatever.  The  hon.  member 
was  correct  in  the  passage  which  he  had 
thought  proper  to  quote  from  what  he 
(lord  C  )  addressed  to  the  House  last  night 
with  Tespect  to  the  communication  of  his 
Blajeity^s  ministers  to  the  allies  af^r  the 
battle  of  Vittoria.  They  certainly  did 
antBorise  Russia  to  accept  the  mediation 
of  Austria ;  accompanying  the  authority 
by  a  sutement  of  the  principles  which 
iboaid  govern-  the  negociation,  and  parti- 
cularly including  an  inviolable  adherence 
to  the  faith  by  which  this  country  stood 
pledged  to  its  allies.  The  proposition  of 
Ausiriii  wiis,  however,  vejected  by  the, 
(VOL.XXVIL) 


enemy ;  and  that  rejection,  demonstrating 
his  real  temper,  served  to  unite  that  gteat 
power  with  the  allies.  But  the  disposition 
which  his  Majesty's  ministers  manifested 
on  that  occasion  they  still  retained. 
Whenever  a  fair  opportunity  for  nego* 
ciation  or  a  rational  prospect  of  peace 
ofiered,  they  would  not  fail  to  embrace  it; 
but  they  could  never  forget  either  the 
enemy  with  whom  they  bad  to  coniend, 
or  the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  ne« 
gociate. 

Mr.  fV.  Smithy  feeling,  in  common  with 
every  man  in  this  country,  tbe  most  lively 
joy  at  the  prospects  which  brightened 
Upon  us,  would  not  throw  any  impediment 
in  the  way  of  ministers,  and,  if  he  thought 
this  motion  intended  to  oppose  them, 
would  not  support  it ;  but  he  thought  its 
tendency  very  different.  He  considered  it 
not  amiss  to'  state  specific  reasons  for  ac- 
ceding to  a  measure  like  the  present,  at 
this  time.  He  certainly  thought  that  the 
militia  would  be  more  likely  to  volunteer; 
if  it  was  understood  that  the  end  of  tbeic 
exertions  would  be  tbe  acquirement  of  a 
secure  peace ;  for  he  was  not  alarmed  by 
the  noble  lord's  exposition  of  his  view  of 
peace ;  he  regarded  it  in  the  same  light, 
and  wished  for  no  other  than  that  which 
bis  lordship  had  described.  BuJt  in  saying 
this,  he  must  own  that  he  did  not  consider 
it  as  so  near.  He  thought  we.  should  still 
have  an  arduous  struggle  before  we  could 
conquer  such  a  pe^ce  as^  after  all  we  had 
done,  and  all  the  world  had  8u6rered,  we 
were  entitled  to  expect.  He  wished  the 
words  to  be  added  to  tbe  preamble  of  tbe 
Bill,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  country,  and 
the  popularity  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  to  explain,  that 
he  always  thought  it  impossible  to  con- 
clude any  peace  but  such  as  that  whloh 
the  noble  lord  contemplated.  He  de« 
dared  most  sincerely,  that  in  all  the  efforts 
which  he  had  made  m  former  sessions,  and 
under  different  circumstances,  to  create  a 
pacific  disposition  in  tbe  government  of 
the  country,  he  never  advocated  peace  on 
other  grounds  than  those  now  mentioned. 
He  wished  it  to  haveheen  tried,  because 
he  thought  that  it  had  not  properly  been 
done;  and  that,  if  auettopted  in  the  spirit 
of  sincerity,  it  might  have  succeeded* 
When,  in*  coiltemplation  of  a  great,  ar» 
duous,  and  protracted  struggle,  he  was 
wiUiog  to  augment  the  means  of  ministerp, 
to  free  them  from.  aH  shackles  of  oppoai^ 
tion,.  and  to  lai^lsh  the  resources  of  the 
country  r  surely  no  one  ^ould  tkubt  for 
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:iriiat  purpose  he;wo«l4  «llew  nidi  excr- 
tioBB  and  todi  s'acrificet  to  be  made,  or 
soppose  that  he  did  not  mean  a  secure  and 
an  bonoorable  peace.  He  wished  the  90- 
vernment  to  make  those  redoubled  exer- 
tions ;  and  if  oar  candour  and  moderation 

V  did  not  prevail  over  the  enemy,  and  in** 
dine  him  to  peace,  if  he  obstinately  sacri* 
iiced  the  repose  of  Europe  to  the  prosecu- 
lioo  of  his  ambitious  designs,  and  reason 
and  justice  were  e^ally  po^arless  upon 
him ;  then,  instead  of  lowering  our  tone, 

/-^or  humiliating  ourselres,  he  wished  the 
ttountry  and  goyemmeot  to  appear  ready 
to  make  still  greater  exertions,  that  they 

V  might  at  last  be  crowned  with  success*. 

Mr.  C.  W.  WfKM  would  think  such  an 
intorference  as  the  present  necessary,  if  be 
'  saw  any  indisposition  in  ministers  to  enter 
fairly  into  the  question  of  peace.  But  be 
perceived  no  symptoms  of  that  kind  in 
their  conduct,  and  on  that  ground  could 
not  accede  to  his  bon.  friend's  motion. 
If  the  words  which  he  proposed  had  been 
•riginaUy  in  the  preamble  to  the  BUI,  be 
should  not  have  objected  to  them,  but  he 
thought  their  introduction  unnecesssry. 
In  looking  to  peace,  we  only  could  look 
for  a  sale  and  permanent  one :  and  none 
could  be  safe  an4  permanent,  that  was  not 
founded  on  the  reidoction  of  the  enemjr's 
power. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time ;  and, 
after  some  observations  from  Mr.  Wynne 
and  lord  Castlereagb,  the  various  clauses 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  passed. 
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Widmf,  Nooemher  19. 
Insolvent  Debtors.]  Lord  Elknbo' 
rough  observed,  with  reference  to  the  in- 
solvent Act,  that  a  representation  had 
been  made  to  him,  that  in  the  King's- 
bench  prison,  where  there  was  only  con- 
venient accommodation  for  200  persons, 
there  were  now  no  less  than  000  prisoners; 
so  that  the  marshal  had  found  himself 
compelled  to  give  some  of  them  the  rales, 
upon  slender  security,  at  his  own  risk, 
firom  the  absoluto  impossibility  of  accom- 
modating them  within  the  prison.  He 
had,  hoped  to  have  seen  in  his  place,  be- 
fore this,  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  the 
author  of  the  Act,  to  have  communicated 
with  him  on  the  subject.  He  now  under- 
stood that  his  noble  and  leavned  friend 
was  expected  on  Monday^    Vhe:  business 


did  not  admit  ^  langer  delay ;  aind  be 
now  gave  notice,  that  if  •his  noble  anid 
learned  friend  was  not  then  in  his  plaoe^ 
or  if  it  was  found  impeesfble  to  giae  « 
speedy  operation  to  the  Act,  trhsch  ar^pse^ 
sent  appeared  impeactiodile,  he  should 
introduce  a  Bill  for  its  repeal,  ^md  enact- 
ing the  usual  temporary  provisions  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  under  vrbnch 
they  might,  without  4elay,  be  released. 
As  the  permanent  Aa  was  unliasitad  in 
point «(  time,  he  proposed  that  the  itm* 
porary  Bill  ahould  be  equally  uniimitad« 
and  that  she  notices  given  wsder  ihm 
former  should  be  available  for  the  pqrpasea 
of  the  latter.  It  was  «beolutoly  indispen^ 
sable  that  something  should  be  done  witb*^ 
out  further  delay,  for  the  relief  ef  iha 
persona  who  had  given  in  noticea  under 
the  Act. 

The  UrdChamoMtr  said,  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  who  was  absent  had  beea 
detained  in  the  country  b^  pressing 
causes^  but  purposed  being  m  town  osi 
Monday  or  Tuesday.  He  should,  h/om* 
ever,  feel  himself  bound  to  lend  ali  to 
assistance  to  the  framing  and  the  succeas 
of  a  Bill  such  as  described  by  his  ndble 
and  iearued  friend  (lord  Ellenborongh)^ 
fixpectatiens  had  been  excited  by  the 
passing  of  the  Act  of  last  session,  which> 
perhaps,  ought  not  to  have  been  raised  ; 
but  they  had  been  excited^  and  it  waa 
incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  gratify 
them. 

MiUTiA  SsavicB  Bill.}  The  MilitlA 
Service  Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Gem- 
mons.^Oa  the  motion  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  the  Bill  was  rcfad  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  bis  )erd» 
ship  gave  notice,  if  the  prints  were  on  d»e 
table  (of  which  there  was  no  doubt),  that 
he  intended  to  o^ove  the  second  readinif 
on  Monday,  for  which  day  the  Lords 
were  ordered  to  be  summoned. 

ilOTJSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridftjf,  N<»cmber  19. 

ApoTaBCAEiBs  PaTiTioM.]  Mr.Gabupaft 
presented  a  Petition  of  aetveral  apothece* 
ries,  surgeon  apothecaries,  and  pWwti- 
tioners  in  midwifopv^  in  Eugiend  and 
Waiee;  seeing  forth,*^ 

** Thatapotneoariee,  aerf[eon  apotheca* 
vies,  and  pvactttioners  in  mtdwHery,  fovm 
ibe  great  majoiity  of  the  medical  pmcti^ 
tioners  of  England  and  Wales,  and  are 
very  generally  intrasted  with  the  medicil 
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aiMi  tergicd  care  of  ilM  p^polaikNi  of 
ilMs  kingdom;  ami  tbat  ndne  of  Um 
above  braacboft.  of.  tbemtdical  profesaioii 
can  b«  iNsotised,  wUli  beMfit  or  even 
aofety  to  ibe  coflumiiiity,  unless  the  prao* 
4i%tooeiis  have  acquired  »  competent  pv»- 
iesatoBal  knowledge  by  some  rejfelav 
Medical  edttcation ;  and*  that  ibere  w  no 
exittiog  law  to  prevent  peieons^  witbent 
any  proper  medieal  ed«eatiop,  firoin  prae- 
tising  in  all  or  any  of  the  above  braoehetf  $ 
and  a  great  nomber  of  ptaasens,  tberelore» 
in  every  part  of  tbekiiqrdea,  astmno  the 
eharacter,  and  exercise  the  Amotions- of 
the  apothecary,  sorgeoa  apothecary,  and 
practitioner  in  Biidwifipfy>  who  arei  wholly 
ignorant^  and  utterly  incompetent  to  the 
performance  of  the  d alios  of  the  profisti' 
aion;  whereby  the  health  of  the  comma« 
nity  is  eadangentd,  and  the  general  cftar 
meter  of  the  profession  diq^^aced-  and 
Wonght  into  disrepute  ;  and  thai  it'  is 
essential  to  tbe  preservation  of  the  cbai* 
racter  of  the  profession^  and  to  the  in* 
tercet  id  the  coaunaoitv  at  largei»  that 
firovisio^  should  bo  mine  lor  remedying 
the  above  evils ;  and  praying  that  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
aome*'' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  commttteoy  with  power  to  send 
fer  penonsy  papera,  and  records. 

PariTi^jr  or  PauiTBa^  or  Lonooii.) 
Mr.  Soae  presented  a  Petition  of  several 
printers  of  London ;  settmg  forth, 

"  That  the  capital  employed  in  the  htk" 
stnesa  of  printing  in  London  has,  within  a 
few  years^  been  greatly  extended,,  and 
has  led  to  a  proportionate  increaae  in  the 
reveme  arising  from  this  important  branch 
of  trade;  and  that  the  industry  and  skill  of 
persob»efiga|ed  in  it  have  led  to  a  very 
considerable  improvement  in  tbe  art,  and 
gradnally  adfranced  it  to  a  degree  of  ex* 
ceUeiice  which  it  nevet  at  aOy  former 
period  attained ;  and  that  the  petitionere 
numbly  submit,  tbat  it  is  of  the  highest 
consequence  in  a  national  view,  both  as  it 
relates  to  the  prosperity  of  this  interesting 
department  of  business,  and  as  it  concerns 
the  publico  revenues  of  the  country,  that 
tb»pefieae  engagad  in  it  should  net  expe- 
rience those  discoorage»e«ta  to  vrUcb 
they  are^  at  present  set^ect,  arising-  from 
the  Undue  eoiercise  and  application  of  pr^* 
vilegea  ceiifsrted  by  th«r  legislature  fer 
difiS-entand  vcnylendablepMpoeBa;  and 
the-  pititi oners  humbly  reprssent  tor  the 
Bonse^.  the*,  by  the  staiuie  ef  the  4Sd  o^ 


hta  preSeOt  Maieaty,  chapter  69,  the  Uai«' 
versities'  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and 
also  the  Universities  of  Seotland,  are  ex* 
oaspted  from  the  pa]rnent  of  any  <kity 
upon  paper  used  within  their  precincts  iHi 
printing  books  in  the  Latin,  Greeki  Orien* 
tal,  or  Northern  lanigubges ;  that  this  ex« 
emption>  it  is  humbly  submitted,  was  in* 
tended  to  operate  as  an  encouragement  to 
literature  in  those  establishments,  and  waa 
not  meant  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  pur- 
posea  of  trade,,  to  the  injury  of  the  rest  of 
bit  Majesty's  subjects;  that  it  hts  ac- 
cordingly lUways  been  considered  in  this 
Tight  by  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambrrage ;  those  ancient  and  venerable 
institutions  have  never  sofiered  their 
presses  to  be  degraded  by  employing 
them  for  peonniary  emolument ;  hot,  iu 
the  valuable  publications  which  they  have 
given  to  the  world/  have  bben  governed 
solely  by, a  vie^  to  the  advancement  of 
literatora,  and  the  maintenance  of  their 
own  reputation  and  character ;  and  that  » 
different  praotioe,  however,  has  recently 
ptevailed  in  the  universities  of  Scotland, 
particolerly  at  Glasgow,  and  which,  if 
continued,  moat  not  only  put  an<end  to  a 
roost  important  branch  of  printing:  in 
England,  but  prove  highly  injurtoue  to 
his  Majestjr's  revenue  ;  and  that  circular 
letters  have  been  addressed  by  the  printer 
of  that  University  to  dififerent  booksellers 
in  London,  proposing  to  print  for  them, 
in  the  way  of  trade,  any  of  the  Greek  or 
Roman  classics,  and  offering.  Us  an  inp  v 
ducement  or  bounty,  to  allpw  them  the* 
drawback  upon  paper ;  that  this  plan  has 
already  been  acted  upon  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  and  it  must  be  obvious,  that  if,  in 
addition  to  the  advantageis  which  the 
Scotch  printer  derives  from  the  compara- 
tive chsiapness  of  labour  in  tha^  psirt  of 
the  island,  he  is  to  be  permitted  to  make 
use  of  tbe  ^drawback  for  the  purposea  of 
trade,  and  to  carry  it  to  market,  in  order 
to  pmxhaso  employment ;  if  this  abuse  of 
the  exemptioh,  which  was  granted  by  the 
leglslaturo  for  a  very  diflerent  purpose, 
is  to  continue,  not  only  the  printing  of  aH 
werksf  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  language! 
most,  within  a  short  period,  be  tranmrred 
to^thst  country,  bat  tbe-  revemie  arisiogi 
from  the  paper  empbyed  in  such  pnbli- 
cations,  aenoonting  to  a  very-  considerable 
sum,  be  entirely  lost  to  thegovemment;  the  . 
petitioners  beg  leeve,  further^  moft  bnm-^ 
bly  tosuggest  to  the  House,  that,  besides^  ' 
theloaato  the  revenue,  and  the  severe  in- 
jury t»  the  BogUsk  primer,  to  which  they 
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hate  adverted,  the  monopoly  of  this  im- 
]M>rtani  branch  of  the  art,  which  matt  ne-^ 
cestiarily  result  from  the  continuance 
of  the  above  system,  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce consequences  extremely  unfavour* 
able  to  the  cause  of  literatare  hi  this  part 
of  the  island  ;  and  the  petitioners  also 
feel  it  their  duty  to  represent  to  the  House, 
that  tl>e  measure  of  which  they  complain 
has  led  to  another  most  serious  abuse ;  by 
the  same  statute  (the  43d  of  his  Majesty )» 
a  drawback  of  a  part  of  the  duty  upon 
paper  is  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of 
printed  books ;  and  it  has  already,  in  some 
instances,  happened,  and  the  same  will  of 
necessity  frequently  occur,  that,  upon  the 
exportation  of  books  printed  in  the  man- 
ner above  mentioned,  and  upon  which  an 
allowance  of  the  duty  was,  m  the  first  in* 
stance,  made,  a  second  drawback  has 
been  obtained  ;  the  consequence,  there- 
fore, of  the  continuance  of  the  practice  of 
which  the  petitioners  complain,  will  be, 
that  his  Mi^esfy's  government  wjll  nQt 
only  lose  the  whole  duty  upon  the  paper 
employed  in  printing  works  of  the  above 
description,  bat  wtti  be  called  upon  lo  pay 
a  considerable  sum  out  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  exporters  of  such  publications ;  it  is 
humbly  submitted,  therefore,  to  the  House, 
that,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  his  Majesty's 
revenue,  as  on  account  of  the  injury  which 
the  petitioners  and  the  cause  of  literature 
in  this  part  of  (he  island  must  sustain  if 
the  abuse  of  the  university  privilege,  and 
of  the  liberality  of  parliament,  should 
continue,  some  check  ought  to  be  imposed 
upon  this  practice  b^  the  authority  either 
of  the  legislature  or  of  the  government ; 
and  tl\^t  this  is  not  the  first  attempt  that 
has  been  made  in  Scotland  to  extend,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  others,  the  privileges 
with  respect  to  printing  vested  in  particu- 
lar individuals  in  that  coontry  ;  for  it  may 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that, 
libout  the  year  1800,  the  persons  filling 
the  office  of  King's  printer  in  Scotland, 
and  who  had  the  right  of  printing  the 
Holy  BibH  ai^  New  Testament  in  that 
country,  atteflftpted  U  introduce  copies  of 
those  bookff  into  England,  to  the  injury  of 
the  Uttfvenrities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge <;  they  were  however  at  length  re- 
itraWied  by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery, which  was  afterwards  affirmed  upon 
appfftl  lothe  House  of  Peers;  that  the 
p«tati>tl|rs  beg  leave  humbly  to  suggest, 
ftwk  analogy  to  the  principle  of  the 
above  mentioned  deriskm,  that  the  ex- 
ffoptiofi  frofu  (he   dytti^s   upon   paper. 


granted  by  the  ^gislature  to  the  ot[iiversi« 
ties  of  Scotland' with  a  view  to  4he  encou^ 
ragement  of  literature,  whatever  opera- 
tion it  may  be  permitted  to  have  in  tha% 
part  of  the  United  Kifigdom,  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  be  thus  perverted  from  its 
original  object,  and  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  trade,  to  the  ruin  of  an  importast 
branch  of  printing  in  England,  and  to  the 
serious  injury  of  the  revenue ;  and  praying 
the  House  to  take  their  case  into  their 
favourable  coAStderation,  and  to  adopt 
such  regulations  as  will  prevent  in  futaro 
the  irregularities  before  mentioned,  anc^ 
relieve  the  petitioners  from  the  injury  they 
sustain  iirom  the  practice  of  i hem/' 

.Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Supply.]  The  Hoxise  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Lord  Castiereagh  said,  that  the  question 
having  been  already  fully  dscossed^  he 
should  not  now  detain  the  House  by  any 
further  argument.  His  object  was,  to  carry 
into  execution  the  determination  of  a 
former  night  to  grant  to  his  Majesty  the 
sum  of  3  millions  on  account,  to  be  applie4 
to  the  purpose  of  aiding  our  allies.  He 
moved  a  Resolution  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Whubread  did  not  mean  regularly  to 
resist  tbe>  motion,  bat  he  could  not  allow 
that  part  of  the  subsidy  to  go  unnoticed 
which  was  appropriated  for  the  Russian 
fleet.  With  our  present  naval  strength, 
he  thought  any  such  addition  wholly  un« 
necessary. 

Lord  Cofl^eogA  replied,  that  during  the 
last  year,  the  Russian  fleet  had  been  emi« 
nently  useful,  and  he  bad  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  found  equally  necessary  in  the 
naval  distribution  of  the  preseat  year* 

Lord  Castiereagh  then  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
give  effect  to  certain  engagements  of  the 
kiog  of  Great  Britain  with  the  emperor  of 
Russia  and  the  king  of  Prussia.  It  waa 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Monday. 


house;  OF  COMMONS. 

Satuirday,  November  20.  . 

Petition  of  Mr.  Wright  agatnsi!  t|1b 
Clergy  Residbncb  Procsedikgs  Bill.] 
Mr.  F.  Wright  presented  a  PKiiion  of 
William  Wright,  of  Bridge  court,  Weit^ 
minster,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  gen* 
tlemau  ;  taking  notice  of  the  Bill  to  stay, 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,  proceedings  .in  - 
kctione  undar  aa  Act  fWM^d  in  the  4S4 
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irear  of  his  preatnt  Majesty,  to  amend  the 
laws  rekitng  to  spiritual  persons^  and 
•ettiDg  forthj 

..  "  Thai  ihe  petitioner  was,  in  the  year 
a805»  appointed  secretary  to  the  then 
lords  bishops  of  Ely,  Oxford,  Norwich, 
and  St.  David's,  and  continued  to  act  as 
sach  secretary  to  all  those  lords  bishops 
up  to  the  period  of  the  decease  of  the 
late  right  reverend  doctor  John  Randolph, 
who  had  been  translated  to  the  see  of  Ban* 
gor,  and  from  thence  to  the  tee  of  London, 
except  to  the  lord  bishop  of  St.  David's, 
whose  officiaJ  business  the  petitioner  could 
not  pay  sufficient  atteottoo  to,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  increase  of  the  duties 
which  devolved  on  htm  as  the  secretary 
to  the  bishop  of  the  important  diocese  of 
London  ;  and  that,  during  the  whole  of 
the  above*mentioiied  period,  the  petitioner 
did,  at  great  expence  and  trouble,  print 
and  publish  an  abstract  of  the  Acts  relating 
to  remdence,  containing  forms  of  applica- 
tions for  licensee  oi  non*residence,  forms 
of  notifications,  &c.  a  great  number  of 
copies  t>C  which  he  distributed  gratb,  not 
4>nly  to  the  clergy  of  the  dioceses  where 
he  was  secretary,  but  to  those  of  other 
dioceses  also,  op  to  the  month  of  July  last : 
and  some  of  the  lords  bishops  also  caused 
ehor^  abstracts  of  the  Act  of  the  4Sd  of 
his  present  Majesty,  chapter  84,  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  amongst  their 
clergy,  in  order  that  none  of  them  might 
^  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  the  Uw; 
and  their  lordships  the  bishops  in  their 
charges  to  their  clergy  have  for  many  years 
past  endeavoured  to  inculcate  in  the  minds 
of  the  clergy  of  their  respective  dioceses 
the  necessity  of  residence,  with  a  more 
frequent  performance  of  divine  service, 
and  have  also  recently  directed  their  at- 
tention to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  \  and 
that  the  petitioner  has  also,  during  all  the 
period  of  bis  holding  the  before-mentioned 
offices,  at  considerable  expence,  caused 
advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  the  pro- 
Tincial  jnewspapers  almost  every  year,  to 
acquaint  the  clergy  of  the  dioceses  of 
London,  Oxford,  Ely,  and  Norwich,  with 
the  necessity  there  was  for  them  to  renew 
their  licences,  if  their  original  cause 
existed,  and  also  to  request  others  of  the 
clergy  to  deliver  the  notifications  reouired 
by  &e  Act ;  and  he  has  also  caused  cir- 
cular letters  to  be  written  to  the  same  ef- 
fect, Bpon  an  average  for  several  years  of 
^t  least  200/.  per  annum,  which  course 
has  also  been  adopted  by  other  secretaries 
pf  other  lords  bishops  j  and  that  the  peti- 


tioner did  also  cause  to  be  written  circulaj^ 
letters  {the  originals  of  which,  in  the 
band  writing  of  the  lords  bishops  whoen 
dioceses  they  relate  to,  are  in  the  peti* 
tioner'a  possession)  wherein  the  clergy 
were  desired  to  send  the  notifications  to 
the  bishop  himself,  at  his  lordship's  resi- 
dence, so  late  as  the  months  of  April  and 
May  last ;  and  the  lords  bishops  did  also 
frequently  cause  advertisestients  to  be  Ma» 
seried  to  the  same  effect,  and  expressing 
in  very  strong  terms  their  displeasure  that 
the  clergy  should  render  them  necessary ; 
the  originals  of  such  advertisements  are 
in  the  petitioner's  possoMion,  and  some  of 
them  are  in  the  hand'^writing  of  the  lord 
bishop  himself;  and  that  although  the 
measures  before-mentioned  were  so  re* 
peatedly  resorted  to,  in  order  that'  the 
clergy  might  be  acquainted  with  the  great 
necessity  there  was  for  them  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  law,  yet  their  neglect  still  con* 
tinned ;  and,  after  the  Stamp  Act  in  1 808 
bad-affixed  a  duty  of  one  pound  upon  li« 
eences  for  non-residence,  the  difficulty  of 
inducing  the  clergy  to  renttw  them  became 
considerably  greater,  and  those  who  did 
renew  such  licences,  in  many  cases,  left 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  petitioner,  without 
paying  the  expence  of  the  stamps,  and 
the  fee  prescribed  by  the  act  of  parlia^ 
ment  lo  be  due  to  the  petitioner  thereon  ; 
and  notwithstanding  letters  were  seht  to 
the  clergy,  desiring  them  to  take  away 
such  licences  and  pay  for  the  same,  and 
informing  them  that  a  copy  ought  to  bo 
deposited  in  the  parish  chest,  according 
to  the  statute,  many  of  such  licenses  jtill 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioner 
in  consequence  of  such  non-payment,  and 
many  others  hate  been  sent  to  the  clergy 
without  payment,  and  rcpaain  unpaid  to 
the  present  time,  although  often  requested 
botMiy  letter  and  personally ;  and  m  ooq<» 
sequence  of  the  noiwrenewal  of  liceneee 
from  the  year  1805  to  the  present  time, 
and  of  the  neglect  of  the  clergy  in  paving 
for  those  which  had  been  granted,  and  the 
stamps  to  which  they  were  subject,  the 
petitioner  hath  lost  a  considerable  sum  of 
money»  to  which,  under  the  said  Act,  he 
was  fc^ly  entitled,  by  means  of  which 
also  the  revenue  has  been  considerably 
diminished;  and  that  the  petitioner  hat 
asceruined  that  there.are  ICt^Ql  benefices 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  that  there  wero 
6,311  beneficea  without  any  resident  in* 
cumbent ;  and  that  there  were  so  fisw  red* 
dent  curatef  employ^  to  supply  their 
placesi  that  there  were  4,78b  benefices 
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ipikkva»«  ftsidttntaldiilBrof  aardeierip* 
im;  ami  thv  psthiiMtr  has  alta  aicer- 
Uriofd  tlu^  ^  lords  Urfiopi  Iwre  been  lo 
■meh  iaipeae^  apon  by  Msa  natiicalhina 
aod  other  maant,  Unf  tha^  lalornB  deli^ 
laarsdl  ta  bis  Mijasty  i*  eoaoail  are  rwj 
kicariect;  aad  tba  petiliooer  shawetb, 
Ami  tba:  Aciof  tba  43d  ai  hia  preeant  Ma- 
jet^r  far  tiafarciog  tbe  vesidaBca  af  spirit 
laal  peasoas  a«  llutr  banaftcat,  appeared 
i»  be^  and  in  fact  way  maoh  a^ad ;  and^ 
tba  pattciaaarr  traatin^  the  said  a«t  af  par^- 
Uamenl  was  not  eaeacM  witfooat  ao  imaa- 
tian  af  ita  bang  anfbrcad,  aad  balmingf 
that  Iha  lafde-  bisbape'aad  eomaiQmty  in 
geoarai  woabl  ba  mnob  bfoeAted  if  the 
•rariaioaa  lliaraaf  were  carried  into  eff»ct^ 
ha  commeiMed  aotioBs<  against  saTerat  of 
the  clergy  fitbase  cases  are  of  a  deserip* 
tion  hereioafter  aeeniioncd,  and  aiho  have 
eviaced  a  contenifir  and  dnragard  of  the 
kwa  (except  in  taw  or  three  instances  in 
which  the  petitioner  baa  since  discorared 
ba  waa  tncarract,  which  ba  has  directed  to 
ba  diaca»iinoad)»  such  a»  asndhiff  nMfi* 
aalione  oi  eaemptaon  for  non- residence  on 
two  or  more  benefices,  for  Tarioas  caases 
which  oo>  eonHnination  are  found  to  be 
friee ;  Ikawces  obtained  by  false  feprew 
aaatatians;  lioencea  safibred  to  expire  foa 
aasii  tero  yeaes,  aad  wbida  have  not  bean 
aenawadbeeaosa  the  incambent  wodd  noi 
aand  a  corater  ao  tba  bishop  to  be  lieansad 
tfrsoppfy  hie  place;  aoana  af  the  iacuaa. 
beau  residing  neaHy  one  bondfad  miles 
distant,  aad  hoUingf  two.  beoeftcea  l!^  dist- 
f  aneitran>  twobtaia  wbiclubey  are  omiged 
ta  giae  bond  tm  nwide  aniaae,  and  to*  beep 
a:  resident  aarale  an  tba  oiberv  and  to 
piaaob  tbirlaen  aeansona  aw  tba  one  on 
which  they  do  net  reside,  which  tfaay  do 
■atpariWm*;  ethers,  setiirnad  as  asaident 
ao.  tww  Hftagf,  wb«n«  in  isot  they  reside 
aiMieither;  aad  pn^ia^  tlmt  the  said  Biil 
mmf  not  pasa  into  a.  lawf  aad  that  tba 
patitioaar  may  Uaae  sach  mtiaf  as.  the 
iiaoaasbaH  pleaso  ta  dirootJ' 
The  Petkioarhartag  being  aaad, 
Mn  F.  HV^  said^  ha  iMiped  that  tba 
Billi.  tba  Aifdi  radbng  af  which  stood  for 
that  day,  would  bepastponed;  aa  be  ander* 
ataod  m  patitionar  limudad  ta  preaem 
awatbar  patitian,  tv  be  heard  by  coansei 
at  tba  bar.  He  then  mayed  thset  tba  pe» 
titaawdo  lie  oatha  takda* 

Mr.  & Baifccrarsaid,  that  hacoaJd  net 
aanseol  to  paetpona  tba  third  reading  of 
tba  Bi)K  Na  iniary  would  be  inflicted 
en  the  petitioner  by  the  Bill ;  as  it  woold 


only  stliy  proceedings  aaitil  tba  d9tb  of 
April  nazt^  by  which  tima  tba  Hoaea 
would  be  able  to  take  some  measores  {ta 
diacrinmaas  batwaao  thoer  wdio  were  foad 
jSie  traosgressars  e€  the  kMr,  and  ihesa 
wha  bad  incurred  the  penaky  tbtoagbin^ 
adrertentetr  Certain  ba  waa,  that  ma»y 
ef  the  dbrgy  bad  not  prcaiaed  sniicieiit 
aolioaB  of  tto  enactaanta  of  the  statute. 
U  that  petitioner  wished  to  bare  baea 
baafd  by  counsel,  ha  nnght  hare  prayed 
for  it  in  th»  iMamtnoas  petition  which 
tbey  had  beard.  The  sooner,  however, 
the  BiU  was  passed,  tba  batter  it  wieold  be 
for  the  petitfoear,  as  well  as  the  sufierem 
The  petitioner,  without  daubt>  would  be 
entitled  to  coats  up  to  tbe  time  of  tbe 
paning  of  the  Bill;  in  those  actioos  for 
which  there  waa  legsl  groand* 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 

The  Non-Hesident  Penalties  Sospensioo 
Bill  was  then  read  atbirdtime  and  passed* 

Raroar  raOM  tna  GoMMTTaa  or  Ser^ 
*LT«}  Mr.  Lushhigtonr  reported  frani'  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Upase,  to  whoaa 
ix  was  reierrod  to  consider  fortber  of  tbe 
suppiy  grvited  to  hia  Ma^eMy^  the  ReaeH> 
lotieoe  which  tbey  bad  dweated  him  f» 
neport  ia  the  fiaese;  andi  tbe  saaie  were 
reed^  aad  agnwd  to- by  the  Hoasa«  and  are 
as  fodlow : 

•  1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  three 
millions  sterlings  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  make  good  such  engagements  aa 
may  be  subsisting,  or  be  contracted,  be^ 
tween  his  Majesty  and  foreign  powers. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exc^ing  3,059i^ 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying 
tbe  remainder  of  the  expences  of  repair- 
ing the  church  of  St.  Margaret,  Westmin- 
ster,  above  tbe  sums  granted  by  parlia- 
ment for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee 
or  other  deduction  whatsoerer. 

Mr.  Loshington  reported  from  the  com* 
mittee  of  tbe  whole  House,  on  tbe  Bill'for 
raising  the  sum  of  22  millions  by  way  of 
annuities,  the  amendments  which  they 
had  made  to  the  Bill;  and  the  amen<i^ 
ments  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House ;  and  an  amendment  was  made  to 
the  Bill. 

Ordered,  Thatthe  Bilh  with  tba  aBseod* 
B|enl%  beingrossad;  and  read  tba  third 
time  npaa  Monday  eeost* 
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Mondfff^  NuPtmkar  22. 

Tbe  fiftt  feadkig  of  Uie  Clergy  Peatkgr 
SotpcntiMi  Bill  (whiob  was  orwed  .to  he 
priated}  t«ok'  pkice  •on  tl»e  notion  of  the 
•rcbbiohop  of  Caotorburjr ;  who  gave  no* 
%ice  of  hiB  intcmton,  if  «e  printi  were  on 
tihe  Ubk,  to  -oiow  the  second  reading  on 
Wednosdvy,  for  whieb  day  the  Lords  were 
ordered  to  be  sommoned. 

Lord  Holland  pvesented  petitions  firoai 
tbe  debtors  confined  in  Cbeknsfbrd  gaot, 
tiM  gao(  of  the  oonnty  of  Berks,  and  cer^ 
tain  persons,  natifes  of  fereigtt  oounlries» 
confined  in  tbe  King Vbench  prison,  pray* 
ing  veUef ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
tbe  table. 

Hie  lordship  also  pvesented  a  petition 
from  the  debtors  confined  in  the  Isle  of 
Bfan,  praying  relief;  and  took  tbe  op* 
portnnity  of  obsenring,  that  fisr  a  consi* 
devable  period,  akbot^  several  Insotvent 
Acts  had  passed,  yet  these  unfortanele 
peieons  had  remained  without  relief.  He 
noderstood  that  tbe  local  legislature  of 
the  Isle  had  passed  an  Act  last  year  for 
tbe  relieif  of  tbe  debtors  confined  tbeve ; 
bot,  nnforuinately,  it  bad  not  roceivod  the 
sanction  of  government. 

Lovd  Viscount  Sidmotuk  stated,  that  the 
Act  for  this  purpose  passed  by  the  House 
of  Keys  bad  been  offihctaity  transmitted  to 
him  to  be  laid  before  tbe  Prinoe  Begent 
m  coincil.  Upon  reforenoe,  however,  to 
tbe  low  anthoritiest  tbe  Act  was  found  so 
extreuMly  objectionable,  that  it  could  not 
be  assented  to ;  and  an  order  in  council, 
alatiog  precisely  tbe  grounds  of  objection, 
was  sent  to  the  governor  of  tbe  Isle  of 
Man/  with  a  recommendation  for  the  local 
legblature  to  past  an  Act  free  from  those 
objections,  which  would  be  readily  a»- 
aoDted  so.  He  believed  that  the  House 
of  Keys  bad  not  assembled  since  that 


Lord  Holkmd  observed,  that  probably 
the  House  of  Keys,  like  otner  Houses, 
would  readily  attend  to  the  suggestion  of 
tbe  nobleTisoount. 

The  i^tition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taUe. 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  introduoed  a  BiU 
for  vesting  in  the  accountant-fleneral  of 
the  court  of  Chancery  for  the  tme  beings 
and  bis  tucceftora,  the  property  in  that 
court,  which  found  iu  way  there  in  con- 
sequence of  the  burden  threwn  upon  tbe 
eourt  by  the  kigisteture,  in  «endi»g  thMi 
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ferMfang emoift  At  afiirs  of  Cans!  Bttl% 
Turnpike  Bilta»  Pasish  Bills,  and  other 

r^ulation^  vriiich  look  op  no  motk  of 
time  of  tbe  court  He  introduced  m 
similar  Bill  last  session,  mhwfa  passed  that 
House;  but,  owiM  to  tbe  want  of  tnne 
before  the  cfoae  of  ibe  session,  conkl  .not 
get  through  the  other  House.  The  object 
of  it  was,  to  peeivent  pronerty  of  that  de- 
scription (the  property  or  tbe  suitoiu  being 
akeady  provided  for),  from  vesting  in  >the 
ropreaQntatifies  of  tbe  acooontant*  general 
in  Auura,  andito  take  k  out  of  tbe  bands 
of  the  representatives  of  the  former  «o» 
conntanta-gcneral ;  sathat,  upontbedlonth, 
resignation,  or  removal  of  that  officer  iii 
foture,  the  peoperty  ehoeld  inunediatdy 
vest  in  bis  successor. 
The  Bill  ww  read  a  first  ttme» 

The  Letd  €haneaUor  read  a  letter  from 
sir  Tboams  Gmbam,  acknowledMig  bie 
high  sense  pf  the  recent  vote  of  wanks  of 
that  HoBse ;  and  a  aiaftilar  letter  foom  sir 
J«  Abercromby,  relative  to  the  vote  of 
Ibatfks  for  the  capture  of  Mauritius. 

Miuha  SutTiQB  Biu..]  Earl  Bmtkum 
moved  tbe  second  reading  <A  tbe  Militia 
Service  BiU«  His  lordship  observed,  that 
be  felt  it  nnnacessary  to  take  up  tbe  time 
of  tbe  House  by  entering  into  an  enptana* 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  ministers  inbiveginf 
forsrefd  4be  present  measure.  It  was 
scarcely  necessary  to  remark  upon  tbe 
singular  and  admirable  foetnresoTthe  war. 
QursnDceeses,-*ihe  great  battle  of  Vittoria^ 
-«4he  posaassion  of  the  Pjrrennees^-^-tbe 
advance  into  tbe  enemy's  territory,  were 
all  eufficient  greunds  for  persevering  in 
tbe  great  cause  which  we  had  begun,  and 
exciting  and  Invigorating  tbe  resources  eC 
tbe  country.  If  our  successes  had  been 
Uiforier,  even  in  this  there  would  be  mock 
reason  for  oentinuing  and  increadng  eHr 
efibrtSi  While  so  noble  a  spirit  had  been 
raised  in  Europe,  while  sncb  hi^  interesu 
were  stfuggHag  in  the  North,  u  was  not 
fitting  fthat  a  posrer  of  the  dignity  and 
rank  of  £eg1and  should  not  take  a  share 
worthy  herretf  in  the  great  cause  of  na* 
taons.  But  let  the  House  look  upon  pass- 
ing events;  and  if  they  had  not  then 
grannd,  let  tbom  find  U  in  that  which  had 
ecconred  between  the  time  when  this  BiU 
was  introduced  and  the  present  moment, 
»  that  inoble  burst  of  patriotic  feeling 
which  liad  ariren  in  Holland,  recalling  old 
ettacboMntSi  returning  to  ancient  loyalty, 
renewing  «ttcient  habits^  and  friendships. 
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and  objecU.  It  was  hardly  necessary  to 
say  a  single  word  in  jnstincation  of  the 
principle  of  increasing  the  military  and 
disposable  Vbeans  of  the  country.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
any  further  than  in  explaining  the  basis 
of  the  measure  which  be  was  to  propose 
to  them. 

The  mode  of  increasing  the  regular 
^ce  had  been  frequently  a  matter  of  con- 
sideration with  their  lordships,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  most  valuable  source  was 
to  be  found  connected  with  the  militia 
•ystem.  The  first  step  had  been,  to  allow 
simple  Tolunteering  into  the  line:  the 
present  Act  had  alarther  view,  and  it  con- 
templated the  service  of  the  volunteer, 
both  as  a  soldier  of  the  line,  and  of  the 
militia.  It  was  proposed,  that  in  every 
regiment  where  000  men  volunteered, 
three  field  officers-should  be  allowed  to 
volunteer  also  ;  where  six  hundred,  two ; 
and  where  three  hundred,  one  ;  but  in  any 
regiment  whose  number  did  not  amount 
to  the  lowest  ratio,  if  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  volunteered  they  were  also  to  have 
one  field-officer.  Where  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  field-officers^did  not  ofier,  the  right 
of  appointment  to  devolve  to  his  Majesty. 
These  regiments  were  to  be  formed  into 
profisional  battalions,  commanded  by  of- 
ficers of  the  line,  the  officers  receiving 
half-pay.  Their  lordships  would  scarcely 
regret,  on  knowing  the  nature  of  the  mi- 
litia, that  those  officeVs  were  likely  to 
share  in  the  liberality  of  the  House.  A 
great  proportion  of  them  were  meritorious 
gentlemen,  whose  income  largely  de- 
pended on  their  appointments  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  who  in  the  prospect  of  a  peace 
saw  before  them  only  a  painful  diminu- 
tion of  their  competence.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  it  fortunate  that  this  mea- 
sure allowed,  if  he  might  be  permitted 
the  term,  an  excuse  for  insuring  to  them 
the  reward  of  their  services.  There  were 
but  few  additional  circumstances.  One 
was,  that  militia  officers  thus  serving  should 
be  equally  with  others  subject  to  the  usual 
forms  of  the  line  courts-martial.  In  the 
next  place,  no  field  officer  of  a  provisional 
battalion  was  to  have  a  higher  rank  than 
that  of  lieutenant-colonel :  for,  as  it  was 
the  intention,  that  when  acting  in  the  field 
those  bodies  should  always  be' under  the 
command  of  an  officer  of  the  line,  it  might 
otherwise  happen  that  the  militia  officer 
should  be  senior  to  the  line  officer.  An- 
other limitation  was,  that  not  more  than 
three-fourths  of  any  regiment  should  be 
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allowed  to  volunteer.  It  miffbt  be  objected, 
that  there  would  be  a  hardship  in  prohibit- 
ing the  services  of  men  willing  to  come  for- 
ward. To  this  the  answer  was,  that'  in 
every  regiment  there  was  a  proportion; 
and  that  nearly  amounting  to  the  proper-^ 
tion  stated,  of  men  who,  from  age  or  acct* 
dent,  were  not  fit  to.  be  expcMed  to  the 
fatigues  of  active  service— men,  wh<»^ 
though  equal  to  highly  useful  occupation 
at  home,  were  better  not  hazarded  lightly 
to  a  foreign  campaign.  He  could  not, 
however,  impress  it  too  fully  on  the 
House,  that  it  was  by^no  means  within 
his  ideas  to  break  down  the  fabric  o(  the 
militia.  The  establishment  was  of  the 
highest  importance  :  obvious  as  wi*re  its 
advantages  from  the  original  scheme; 
scarcely  any  man  could  have  conceived 
the  important  uses  of  which  it  was  sobse« 
quently  found  capable.  It  bad  formed 
among  us  a  large  and  vigorous  portion  of 
the  national  defence  during  the  threat  of 
invasion.  In  case  of  the  attempt  to 
realize  that  threat,  it  would  have  been 
found,  doubtless,  eminently  useful  and 
trust-worthy.  It  had  rendered  important 
services  in  the  insurrection  in  Ireiand,  and 
in  suppressing  those  similar  disturbances 
which  were  partially  felt  even  here.  Is 
had,  in  the  last  instance,  conduced  to  the 
strength  of  the  regular  force,  and  supplied 
the  4ine  with  its  finest  troops.  There  waa 
one  service  which  it  had  rendered,  and 
which,  though  it  was  not  distinctly  ob- 
vious at  first-  sight,  might  be  reckoned  of 
no  slight  national  import  It  gave  occu- 
pation to  the  higher  orders  of  the  country, 
for  whom  the  necessity  of  occupation 
was  most  pressing,  and  its  nature  of  the 
highest  interest  to  the  community.  It 
generated  popular  and  manly  habits 
among  them;  it  accustomed  them  to 
mingle  among  the  inferior  ranks  of  the 
state ;  it  supplied  them  with  an  honourable 
exercise  and  honourable  acquirements  for 
the  general  protection  ;  and  if  even  those 
ends  were  not  all  ensured  together,  it  at 
least  drew  them  away  from  those  pursuits^ 
which,  degrading  and  unhappy  as  they 
were,  naturally  assailed  men  of  rank  and 
fortune,  and  in  corrupting  them,  cor- 
rupted the  most  influencing  and  im« 
portant  order  of  society.  His  lordship 
then  proceeded  to  enumerate  the  other 
powers  of  the  Bill.  Among  the  rest,  ir 
provided  for  his  Majesty's  acceptance  of 
the  service  of  single  companies,  the  officers 
being  entitled  to  half-pay.  These  com- 
panies to  be  attached*  to  regiments  of  th^ 
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line,  or  formed  iBto  batifriioiis  by  them* 
selreffk  la  this  case,  the  prefermeni 
would  not  sQfibr  any  obstruction  ;  as  the 
offieer  eotiMSnding  the  attached  com- 
pany would  follow  the  order  of  the  regr- 
ment,  arid  those  employed  in  the  bat^ 
taiioos  of  companies  would  of  coarse  not 
be  in  a  condition  to  interfere  wtib  the  re* 
gslars.  The  only  objection  which 
seened  to  be  taken  to  this  nteosore  was, 
that  officers  looking  to  permanent  rank 
wpald  natiifally  engage  all  they  could  to 
Tohinteer,  and  thus  impair  the  4iMial  de- 
BHmds  of  recruiting  from  the  militia. 
The  answer  might  1^^  that,  as  it  was  by 
no  means  iifteiided  to  stop  the  usual  re- 
course to  the  militia  for  the  support  of 
tke  lis e  casualties,  officers  %roold  ba?e  it 
in  tlieir  power  to  volunteer  still,  ae  they 
had  done  preriotnly.  He  expected  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  to  a  measure 
vrfaich  promised '  to  be  of  the  most  sigo^il 
uae,  and  he  would  not  therefore  take  up 
their  time  further  upon  the  subject. 

Tha  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Earl  Bathuru  suggested,  that  aa  it  wai 
of  importance  to  pass  the  Bill  without 
delay,  the  House  might  probably  be  in- 
duced to  negative  the  commitment. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  anxious  that 
not  the  slightest  obstacle  should  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  this  Bill, 
which  he  thought  it  was  essential  to  pass 
without  the  least  delay. 

The  commitment  wa«  then  negatived, 
and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Mondavi  November  22. 

Insolvent  Fobeigncrs.]  Sir  Samud 
Romilfy  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
foreigners  confined  in  the  Fleet  prison, 
and  in  the  KingV bench,  praying  that  the 
benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  They  hoped  that  the 
House  would  be  the  more  inclined  to  view 
their  case  with  favour;  from  the  consi- 
deration that*  they  were  the  subjects  of 
other  countries,  where  they  would  not 
have  been  exposed  to  such  severity  of 
treatments  As  he  understood  that  the 
.Act,  passed  in  the  last  session,  was  to  be 
suffered  to  expire,  he  perhaps  owed  some 
apology  to  the  House  lor  presenting  a 
petition,  claiming  the  benefit  of  an  Act 
which  was  about>  to  expire.  He  bad  really 
been  surprised,  at  hearii^g  tiiat  the  Act 
waa  impoaaible  to  be  carried  intoexecu* 
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tiop.  Ife  believed  that  it  )iad  not  been 
tried  yet,  and  that  the  first  sitting  of  the 
jud'ge  appointed  m»der  it  would  be  next 
Fdday.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
there  had  been  any  attempt  to  carry  it 
into  execution  in  Ireland  ?  He  had  heard 
a  great  deal  of  the  complex  machinery  of 
thie  Act,  which  made  its  execution  im^ 
po^ible.  He  could  not  believe  that  the 
difficulties  were  so  great  at  had  been  re-' 
presented.  As  to  what  was  called  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill,  it  had  been  intro^ 
dlieed  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who 
originated  the  Bill.  As  his  4deas,  in  this 
respect,  had  been  aojaieseed  in  by  the 
very  highest  authoritiea  of .  the  law  ia 
another  place,  he  bad  made  no  opposition 
to  it.  He  felt,  however,  convinced,  thai 
there  could  not  be  any  such  faults  in  the 
machinery  of  the  Bill,  as  it  would  not  ba 
easy  for  parliaoMnt  to  profide  remediei 
far. 

Mr*  Lockkmrt  said,  thai  if  he  did  not 
bring  forward  the  Bill  for  the  speedy  dis«- 
charge  of  the  iftsolveot  debtors,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  state  his  reasons  shortly* 
He  never  oad  intended  to- repeal  the  pre« 
sent  Bill;  but  he  wished  to  give  a  con* 
eUcrent  jurisdiction  to  the  quarter  sessions, 
far  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  object 
of  it.  .He  wished  much  that  the  Bill 
should  be  fairly  tried ;  but  he  was  afraid 
that  he  might  be  doing  an  injury  instead 
of  a  service  to  those  insolvent  debtors  who^ 
expected  a  speedy  discharge,  if  he  were 
to  hriog  in  a  BJll  now,  which  might  not 
be  passed  in  the  present  sessioil. 

The  Auomey  General  assured'  the  hod. 
gentleman,  that  there  would  be  no  time 
lost  in  considering  how  to  relieve  the  insol* 
vent  debtors.  He  thought  it  was  likely 
that  this  day  would  not  pasa  without  a  mo« 
tiod  being  made  by  a  noble  lord  in 
another  place. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  saying, 
it  was  not  regular  to  refer  to  the  supposed 
proceedings  m  the  other  House.] 

The  Attonuy  General  then  observed, 
that  be  might  be  allowed  to  say,  he  waa 
assured  that  a  measure  affording  speedy 
I'cfHef  to  the  persons  who  were  aggrieved 
by  the  delay  under  the  present  Act,  wsis 
in  preparation,  and  would  be  parsed  be- 
fore the  recess.  For  hhnself,  he  did  ndt 
find  that  there  was  any  thing  object 
tionable  in  the  principle  of  the  Bili;  and 
if  time  were  given,  he  conceived  it  might 
bef  made  a  vei'y  wholesome  law.  Bet  he 
agreed  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing inaaediately,  and  for  that  reason  ha 
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was  anxious  that  some  temporary  expe- 
dient sboald  be  devised  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Lockhart  postponed  brioging  for- 
ward bis  motion  on  the  subject  till 
Monday. 

Hellestone  Election.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  considering  the  Hellesteoe 
Election  Bill  being  read> 

Mr.  Home  (member  for  Hellestone)  rpse 
and  said,  he  should  feel  it  a  dereliction  of 
his  duty  to  himself  as  well  as  his  consti- 
tuents, if  he  did  not  state  his  objections  to 
the  present  measure.  In  doing  so,  however, 
he  acted  solely  from  the  individual  convic- 
tion of  his  own  mind,  without  concert 
with  any  persons  in  or  out  of  the  borough. 
The  borough  of  Hellestone  had  been  lon^in 
possession  of  the  exclusive  right  of  sendmg 
two  members  to  parliament ;  a  right  not 
^  arising  out  of  any  usurpation  on  the  pri- 
vileges of  others,  or  in  prejudice  to  them ; 
but  arising  out  of  the  law  and  constitution 
of  the  country,  and  standing  on  the  same 
basis  as  the  best  and  most  sacred  of  our 
institutions,  or  as  the  right  and  authority 
of  that  House.  It  was  natural,  then,  for 
the  burgesses  of  Hellestone,  and  in  some 
measure  a  duty  incumbent  on  them,  to 
make  a  struggle  for  the  preservation  of 
such  a  right.  He  was  at  the  same  time 
not  insensible,  that  this  privilege ,  was  the 
last  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  pri- 
vate property ;  that  it  had  high  and  im- 
portant duties  connected  with  it;  and 
that  if  any  gross  abuse  were  proved  in  the 
discharge  of  those  duties,  it  was  then  the 
.business  of  parliament  to  interfere  and 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  corruption,  pro- 
vided the  municipal  law  did  not  reach 
the  evil.  It  would,  however,  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  proceed  cautiously,  on  the 
iallest  evidence,  and  to  take  care  that  in 
Riming  to  secure  the  purity  of  election, 
ihey  did  not  destroy  that  which  was  the 
jfoundation  of  it,  the  elective  franchise 
itself.  This  Bill  might  form  a  precedent 
hy  which  hereafter,  in  times  of  faction 
#Bd  turbulence,  or  of  extreme  corruption, 
l>ather  the  quality  of  the  members  returned, 
than  the  corruption  attending  their  return, 
4night  be  made  the  ground  of  similar  dis- 
qualifications. Thus  far  his  remarks  were 
general :  he  would  now  proceed  to  apply 
ibem  more  particularly  to  the  Bifl  in 
question.  This  Bill  stood  upon  the  ground 
of  the  special  Report  only,  or  of  that  and 
the  evidence  delif  ered  at  the  bar  of  the 
House.  Now  the  terms  ofthe  Report  stated, 
Ohat  there  had  tobtisted  a  certain  illegal 
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agreement  between  a  noble  duke  and  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  corpora* 
tion  of  Hellestone,  with  regard  to  the  re« 
turn  of  members  to  serve  for  that  borough. 
And  he  understood,  that  the  committee 
had  in  this  case  inserted  the  word  <  illegal/ 
purposely  to  exclude  the  word  '  corrupt/ 
which  they  did  not  think  applicable  to 
the  transaction.  There  were  three  viewa 
under  which  the  subject  might  be  viewed : 
— 1.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  offence. 
2.  Who  were  the  offenders.  3.  The  pa-' 
nishmenL  With  respect  to  the  first,'  the 
committee  having  decided  that  the  agree- 
ment was  illegal  in  its  nature*  this  alone 
was  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  referred  to  parliament ;  for  if  the 
transaction  was  illegal,  there  was  a  legal 
remedy,  and  an  adequate  punishment  fo* 
it :  any  thing  more  must  be  unjust.  To 
go  beside  the  law,  would  be  an  irregula- 
rity; to  go  beyond  it,  an  act  of  oppression* 
But  granting  that  the  offence  was  grea^ 
and  the  punishment  deserved,  yet  he 
would  contend  that  it  ought  not  to  be  in* 
flicted  on  the  present  parties.  If  the  ma- 
jority of  members  of  the  corporation  oC 
Hellestone  had  offended,  that  was  no  just 
ffround  why  the  whole  body  should  be 
disfranchised.  The  corporation  acted  as 
trustees  for  the  borough ;  they  were  the 
organs  and  depositaries  of  its  interest ;  an 
unnamed  majority  of  them  had  abused 
their  trust,  and  disregarded  the  interests  of 
the  inhabitants*-ergo,  what?  Not  that 
the  offenders  should  be  punished,  but  those 
against  whom  the  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted, the  people  of  Hellestone,  who 
were  the  first  persons  that  had  suffered  by 
this  violation  of  the  law.  After  again 
disclaiming  any  personal  communication 
with  those  who  were  interested  in  the 
Bill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  expressing  his  decided  disap- 
probation of  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  complimented  the 
last  speaker  on  the  delicacy  and  discretion 
with  which,  in  the  difficult  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed,  he  had  treated  the 
question.  But  in  all, the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  he  was  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  differ  from  him.  The  Re- 
port, indeed,  stated,  that  the  transaction 
was  illegal ;  but  it  also  went  on  to  state* 
that  it  was  one  contrary  to  the  law  of  par- 
liament, and  to  the  purity  of  election.  If 
this  then  was  not  a  case  in  which  it  was 
proper  for  parliament  to  interfere,  he  did 
not  know  what  was.  He  also  diff*ered 
from  the  learned  member,  who  seemed  to 
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foppose  that  this  elective  franchise  was 
lield  by  the  corporation  for  the  benefit  of 
^e  people  of  Hellestone«  but  in  bis  opi- 
nion it  was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  England.  Bat  it  was  said,  we 
bad  panished  the  whole  body  for  the  of- 
fence of  the  majority  only.  This«  however, 
wu  unaToidable.  We  had  parsoed  only 
the  common  course.  It  was  not  in  a  single 
Instance,  in  the  last  election  only,  that  the 
most  unwarrantable  abuses  and  corruption 
had  taken  place ;  but  a  regdar  system 
bad  been  long  pursued,  by  which  the 
right  and  independence  of  election  had 
been  bartered  away,  to  secure  certain 
profitable  exemptions  for  the  town  and 
Doroogh  of  Hellestone,  What  then  could 
be  more  just  than  to  take  away  a  right 
'which  was  placed  in  such  improper  hands  ? 
Ftrom  the  whole  evidence  it  appeared,  that 
they  never  discovered  the  slightest  anxiety 
to  know  what  members  were  to  be  return- 
ed  for  them,  but  only  to  know  whether 
the  wages  of  their  corruption  would  be 
paid.  It  did  not  follow  because  the  of- 
fence was  illegal,  that  the  punishment  an- 
nexed to  it  by  law  was  adequate.  It  was 
the  object  of  the  legislature  not  merely  to 
ponish  the  offence,  but  to  provide  against 
the  recnrrence  of  it  in  future ;  and  for  this 
purpose  he  thought  some  such  enactment 
as  the  present  highly  expedient  and  ne- 
cessary. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


HOUSB  OF   LORDS. 

J^icsdcy,  N<wember  23. 
IhsolyemtDebtors.]  Lord  Ellenboraugh 
rose  to  propose  hb  promised  Bill  for  the 
more  speedy  liberation  of  insolvent 
debtors.  He  adverted  to  the  great  num- 
bers who  were  at  present  in  confinement, 
and  in  earnest  expectation  of  a  speedy  re- 
lief under  the  existing  Bill ;  which  hopes, 
it  appeared  practically,  were  in  no  small 
degree  disappointed.  In  such  a  situation 
many  most  mnch  longer  continue,  if  some 
remedial  measure  were  not  speedily  pro- 
duced. After  adverting  to  what  he  had 
mentioned  on  a  former  day,  he  observed, 
that  the  measure  which  he  was  about  to 
qibmit  to  their  lordships,  in  consequence, 
would  go  to  the  repeal  of  the  existing  Act, 
and  would  in  other  respects  proceed  upon 
a  principle  of  a  former  Insolvent  Act 
passed  in  the  reign  of  his  Majesty,  which 
provided  for  the  discharge  of  all  persons 
io  confinement,  without  limitation  to  the 
sum;  and  to  give  all  those  who  had  al- 
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ready  given  notices  under  the  existing 
Bill,  the  benefits  of  the  Act  which  he  now 
proposed.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  ui>« 
seemly  to  dwell  upon  the  difficulties  which 
peculiarly  belonged  to  the  present  Act, 
But  it  was  evidently  found  defective  in 
many  points  of  view,  and  impracticable  as 
to  speedy  execution.  The  Bill  now  pro* 
posed  would  go  in  a  great  measure  to  ob- 
viate these  defects;  but  it  difiered  from 
many  recent  Insolvent  Bills,  with  respect 
to  the  limitation  of  sum.  Two  Acts  could 
not  properly  be  in  execution  for  the  sama 
legislative  purpose ;  it  would,  however,  be 
for  the  consideration  of  their  lordships  to 
decide  which  of  the  two  measures  were 
preferable.  In  this  view,  he  should  pro- 
pose that  the  Bill  he  now  presented  be 
read  a  first  time,  and  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House.  The  Bill  was  accordingly 
read  a  first  time,  and  purported  to.be  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  in  England^ 
&c.  ■ 

Lord  Redesdale  said,  it  was  but  very  re- 
cently that  he  had  received  information 
of  what  had  passed  in  the  Hoiase  respect- 
ing the  Act  of  last  session,  which  he  had- 
the  honour  to  propose.  With  respect  to. 
that  measure,  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  ba 
preferable  to  suggest  amendments  apply* 
ing  to  its  particular  difficulties;  as  he 
thought  the  Act  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance, and,  so  amended,  would  be  fully 
capable  of  execution. — Such  also  was  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  and  respectable 
person  who  was  appointed  to  superintend 
and  direct  its  execution.  The  several 
cases  which  were  already  disposed  of, 
fully  proved  its  practicability.  He  under- 
stood there  were  upwards  of  800  orders  made 
upon  dififerent  petitions,  whicfi  had  been 
conadered.  That  there  were  cases  upon 
which  no  common  degree  of  difficulty  oc«» 
corred,  he  believed;  but  be  was  con- 
vinced those  difficulties  were  capable  of. 
removal,  though  some  would  require  a 
great  deal  of  consideration.  In  former 
Acts,  from  the  mode  in  which  they  were 
executed,  great  facilities  were  suffered  to 
obtain,  and  which  may  account  for  tlie 
^eedy  disposal  of  cases.  The  strict  in- 
vestigation .which  the  existing  Act  called 
for,  precluded  such  practices.  The  princi- 
pal difficulty  whichseemed  to  obtain  in  the 
present  Act,  respected  the  notices;  and. 
the  principle  on  which  these  were  pro- 
videa  for,  was  borrowed  from  the  loog 
established  law  of  Scotland,  and  also  of. 
Holland,  both  of  which  were  founded  on- 
the  principle  of   the  Roman  law.    Ali 
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Ihese  required  notices  to  be  given ;  and 
any  permanent  general  system,  founded  oA 
inch  a  principle,  must  be  accompltnied  by 
a  process  of  the  kihd.  The  number  of 
debtors  now  in  confinement,  appeared  to 
bim  very  extraordinary,  especially  when 
he  considered  the  great  numbers  dis^ 
charged  under  preceding  Insolvent  Acts. 
There  most  be  some  commensurate  consi-i 
deration  to  produce  it  at  the  moment. 
Their  lordships  may  conceive  the  situation 
of  the  creditoni  of  persons  who  contract 
debts  to  an  immense  amount,  and  are 
thrown  into  prisons  under  the  expectation 
of  a  speedy  liberation  through  an  Insol? ent 
Act.  The  debts  of  such  persons  he  un- 
derstood amounted  to  several  millions. 
There  were  nptoriously  great  numbers  wfio 
contrived  to  live  without  any  visible  means 
of  support,  save  upon  the  plunder  of  those 
who  unwarily  aflbrded  them  credit.  From 
those  whom  he  had  conversed  with  on  the 
suhject,  he  learned  that  hundreds  of  no* 
iices  were  brought  by  persons  who  were 
employed  under  former  Aets  for  the  like 
purpose,  so  very  inforpnal  and  inadequate, 
that  they  could  not  be  proceeded  upon. 
^s  long  as  the  practice  of  temporary  In« 
solvent  Acts  was  su^ered,  the  gaols  would 
be  full  of  persons  clamorous  for  speedy 
liberation ;  one  cause  of  which  was,  the 
facile  manner  in  which  discharges  were 
procured  under  many  former  Insolvent 
Acts.  The  existing  Act  proceeded  upon 
fi  very  different  principle,  and  was  pre> 
posed  to  be  executed  in  a  very  different 
manner.  From  what  he  had  observifd, 
tbe  measure  was,  in  his  mind«  good  in 
itself,  and  in  its  principle ;  whether  all 
its  machinery  was  the  best  adapted  for  its 
purpose,  was  another  consideraiioa.  The 
principle  of  the  C€$no  bonorum,  on  which 
the  Act  chiefly  proiceeded,  was  in  other 
countrles'^execuied  by  the  supreme  courts 
of  justice  ;  and  such  was  the  original  idea 
with  himself;  but  he  was  well  aware  of 
ihe  great  pressure  of  business  upon  the 
present  courts  in  this  country,  which  ren- 
dered the  measure  of  a  separate  jurisdic* 
tion  necessary.  After  some  further  re- 
marks upon  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
the  existing  Act,  he  submitted  to  his  noble 
and  learned  friend,  whether  it  would  not 
be  preferable  to  proceed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  present  Act,  and  ta  apply  a 
separate  r«medy  so  as  to  meet  the  imme* 
diate  pressure  from  the  immense  number 
of  appiicams,  and  to  afford  tbem  such 
benefit  as  was  afforded  by  the  last  InsoK 
vent  Debtors  Bill;    ^t   the    same   time 


ItaviBg  it  open  to  individtiak  tin  take  tlm 
benefit  of  the  extstiBg  Act  if  tbey  should 
choose  it;  who,  he  had  pretty  goodjgrounds 
for  saying,  would  be  no  small  number* 
His  lordship  expressed  his  disapprobation 
of  the  frequent  recurrence  to  temporary 
Insolvent  Acts,  as  highly  prejudicial  in 
their  general  effects ;  and  insisted  on  tbe 
superior  advantages,  in  every  point  of 
view,  of  establishing  a  permanent  genera! 
system  upon  the  subject.  He  was  confi* 
dent  that  the  defects  of  the  existing  Bill 
might  be  effectually  amended.  It  was  a 
topic  upon  which  much  difference  of  opi- 
nion certainly  existed ;  and  he  must  ob- 
serve, that  of  the  numerous  suggestions 
which  were  offered  to  him,  mtoy  appeared 
to  be  for  the  purpose  of  dereating  tbe 
measure,  and  throwing'  difficulties  and 
perplexities  in  the  way  of  its  legitiwatf 
object.  Their  care  should  he,  to  guard 
against  the  machinations  and  practices  of 
fraudulent  debtors ;  at  the  saqfie  time,  wilk 
this  principle  in  view,  to  keep  the  ga^ls  as 
clear  as  they  could.  Numerous  were  the 
individuals  who,  under  the  late  system, 
expected  and  en((eavoored  to  be  free 
from  all  demands  upon  tbem,  by  entering 
into  a  gaol.  It  was  incumbent  on  tbe  k^ 
gislature  to  counteract  such  a  great,  ao» 
knowledged,  and  increasing  evil  ;  to  pre- 
vent the  practices  so  frequently  adopted, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  what  vas  vul- 
garly termed  "  whitewashed !''  He  hoped 
the  measure  of  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
would  be  so  framed  as  to  admit  the  execu- 
tion of  the  existing  Act,  as  far  as  the  same 
could  be  done  ;  ana  also  to  give  the  prin- 
ciple of  that  Act  a  fair  and  adequate  trial, 
as  to  its  <^eration  and  effects. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time.  On 
the  question  for  iu  being  printed,  . 

Lord  Holland  took  the  opportunity  to 
observe,  that  in  his  mind,  the  passing  of 
such  a  Bill  in  tbe  way  proposed  by  \m 
noble  and  learned  friend,  would  have  the 
appearance  of  completely  stultifying  the 
legislature."  After  what  be  had  heard 
from  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  tL), 
who,  to  his  credit  and  honour,  had  taken 
so  much  pains  upon  the  subject ;  after  the 
legislature  had  deliberately  sanctioned 
the  principle;  it  would  be  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  tbe  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, having  a  clear  object  inview,  which 
had  long  been  accomplished  by  countriea 
both  agricultural  and  commercial  f  one 
House  especially,  which  could  command 
the  assistance  of  the  twelve  judgea,  was^in 
capable  of  carrying  sucb  object  into  ^xci^ 
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ttoo;  Their  lordtbipt  should  "  nol  lay 
the  flattering  unction  to  their  minds/'  that 
Ihey  obviai^  the  evils  by  a  recurrence  to 
a  mode  of  legislature  which  proceeded 
upon  a  principle  of  injustice ;  be  mean^ 
that  of  tetaporary  Insolvent  AcU  ;  nay, 
if  a  temporary  Bill  passed^  it  might  be 
soon  regarded  as  a  virtual  repeal  of  the 
general  Act.  lie  trusted  the  noble  tod 
learned  lord  opposite  would  persevere  itk 
his  laudable  endeavours,  which  hitherto  re- 
ilected  so  much  credit  on  him,  and  attempt 
to  remedy  the  defectsT  in  the  existing  Act, 
and  to  give  the  country  the  bene6ts  of  its 
full-execution-*-an  Act,  against  which,  in 
his  mind,  he  had  heard  nothing  that  might 
not  be  remedied  by  a  Bill  of  amendment 
and  explanation. 

Lord  EUenboTou^h  said,  he  was  not 
moved,  by  any  argument  of  his  noble 
friend,  to  think  that  the  House,  by  re* 
ceding  from  a  former  error,  would  do  any 
thing  10  stultify  itself.  They  were  not 
yet  so  far  advanced,  that  these  errors 
might  not  be  consistently  removed.  That 
there  were  defects  in  the  Act,  was  geno'^ 
rally  agreed;  and  it  was  admitted  by  his 
n«bie  friend,  th^t  the  sooner  tb^se  were 
amended  the  better.  The  only  difficulty 
was,  as  io  the  mode.  That  which  he  pro- 
posed, appeared  to  him.  to  be  the  most 
comnuMiious  form.  He  was  far  from 
friendly  to  Insolvent  Bills ;  but  under  the 
present  circumstances,  wh«re  so  strong  ex- 
pectations were  excited,  it  became  the 
legislature,  which  had  so  pledged  itself, 
ta  de^rtse  some  means  by  which  those 
could  be  properly  satisfied.  There  was 
one  point  which,  be  had  to  observe  to  his 
noble  and  learned  friend,  constituted  a 
great  difficulty  in  the  Act ;  namely,  what 
respected  the  Court  of  Appeal.  After 
tome  remarks  on  this  part  ol  the  Act,  the 
Boble  chief  justice  said,  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  . 
commissioner,  than  to  render  it  the  sub* 
ject  of  appeal,  as  provided  hy  the  Act. 
Anothe^r  point  was,  that  the  court  shouJd 
have  a  power  of  ubiquity,  and  an  autb^ 
rity  ta  extend  its  jurisdiction  into  difierent 
coiMkties ;  for,  as  it  stood,  those  of  5£  were 
crowded  into  one  court.  He'greatly  wnihed 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  could  redtfce 
the  Bill  intasoch  a  shape  as  to  be  capable 
of  speedy  execution.  His  object  was,  to 
remove  tliose  difficulties>  and  remedy  those 
evils,  which  were  so  much  complained  of ; 
and  if  that  were  done,  he  wasi  the  less  so- 
licitous as  to  the  particular  giode. 
The  BUI  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 


MlLiTiA  SEavfcs  BiLu]  Lord  £e«A«rir 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Militia 
Service  Bill ;  and,  in  answer  to  a  quoi^ 
Uon  from  the  duke  of  Norfolk',  stated,  that* 
there  were  three  dbtlncfc  pnovisions  in  the 
Bill:-«lsJt.  Those  who  volMateensd  into 
the  line  would,  both  officers  and  mea,  be 
considered  as  troops  of  the  line,  and  liable 
to  the  same  exteitt  of  service.— 2d.  Those 
who  volunteered  in  militia  companies  would 
be  formed  into  provisional  battalions  under 
mtlrtia  officers^  and  not  tu  be  sent  out  of 
Ettrope.«**3d.  Those  who  volunteered  in 
larger  bodies,  of  Smiths  ofa  regiment,  were 
also  to  be  considered  as  militia,  and  their 
services  not  to  be  extended  beyond  Europe. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  declared  himself 
satisfied,  and  said,  that  he  would  do  the 
utmost  in  his  power  to  promole  the  object 
of  the  measure. 

The  BtH  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
paued. 


HOtSB  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday^  November  23. 

Sir  William  Curtis  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
accept  the  services  of  a  proportion  of  the 
militia  of  the  city  of  London,  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war— -Leave  was  granted,  and 
a  committee  appointed^ 

Duty  OwH  Madobb.]  The  House  having 
resolved '  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Duty  on  Madder, 

The  Ckancelhr  qf  tfn  iLi;d^ftier  observed, 
that  the  duty,  as  at  present  regulated,  bore 
extremely  hard  an  man«CM:turers  of  varione 
descriptions.  It,  therefore,  became  ne- 
cessary, particularly  now,  when  a  variety 
ol  new  openings  for  the  trade  of  this 
country  presented  themselves,  that  the 
d«ty  should  be  regelated.  In  consequence 
of  the  fluctuation  in  the  demand  ^  this 
article  under  the  present  system,  he  was 
informed,  thai  it  varied  in  price»  from  ^5r. 
Io  eight  Of  ten  guineas  per  cwi.  it  was 
his  inteMion  to  propose  a  repeal  of  the 
duty  as  now  collected,  and  to  substitute 
one  ad  valorem.  He  was  aware,  that  the 
latter  mode  sometimes  gave  rise  to  disputes 
betweeii  the  p«ibHe  and  the  cnsCom-hoose 
o§ker>  as  to  the  value  of  the  article  ;  but 
the  rate  he  should  propose  was  so  naede- 
rate,  as  not  to'afibrd  any  temptation  to  the 
merchant  (o  enter  the  article  under  its-renl 
worth.  He  should  propoae  the  suea  of 
5  per  cent,  on  the  value ;  and  he  did  not 
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^oppose  that  any  person  would  think  it 
•worth  bis  while  to  make  a  false  entry,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  a  part  of  so  trifling 
«  sum.  But  even  if  the  revenue  were  di- 
minished in  a  small  degree,  it  was  more 
material  that  the  important  manufactures 
of  cotton,  wool.  &c.  should  not  be  ex- 
posed to  ruio  by  the  want  of  this  neces- 
•aary  article,  than  that  the  fear  of  an  in- 
f  ignificant  loss  should  induce  them  to  con- 
tinue the  present  doty.  He  then  moved 
— ''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, that  the  custom-duty  at  present 
payable  on  the  importation  of  Madder,  do 
cease;  and.  that  in  lien  of  those  duties 
5L  be  paid  on  every  100/.  worth  of  Madder 
so  imported/' 

Both  Resolutions  were  agreed  to««->The 
House  then  resumed. 

Report,  from  thb  Committer  op 
Supply.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further 
of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resolutions  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same 
wer«  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House ; 
and  are  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved.  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  not  exceeding  236.497  men  (exclu- 
sive of  the  men  belonging  to  the  regiments 
employed  in  the  territorial  possessions  of 
the  East  India  Company,  the  foreign  corps 
in  BriUih  pay.  and  the  embodied  militia) 
commissioned  and  non^commi^eioned  of- 
ficers included,  be  maintained  for  the 
service  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from 
the  25th  of  December  1813.  to  the  24th 
of  December  1814.  both  inclusive,  being 
365  days. 

2.  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  six  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  ac- 
count, towards  defraying  the  charge  of  his 
Majesty's  land  forces  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  the  yeiir  1814. 

London  Militia.]  Sir  William  Cu/tis 
brought  in  the  London  Militia  Extended 
Service  Bill,  which  was  read  a  first  tiroei 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow. 

Sir  W.  CurtU  then  stated,  that  although 
only  a  proportion  of  the  London  militia 
were  thus  placed  by  the  Bill  at  the  disposal 
of  the  country ;  yet.  it  was  the  wish  and 
desire  of  .the  good  citizens  of  London,  in 
common  council  assembled,  that  if  govern* 
ment  found  the  services  of  the  country 
required  it^  they  might  consider  both  regi- 


ments as  theirs.— He  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing the  zealous  disposition  of  the 
brave  colonels  by  whom  those  regiments 
were  commanded,  of  the  officers  and  men. 
to  be  foremost  wherever  the  interests  cif 
England  and  the  world  might  demand 
their  exertions, — (Cheering.) 

,  New  Regulations  in  the  Militia.J 
Lord  CcMlcreagh  was  conscious  that  only 
one  feeling  pervaded  the  House  and  the 
country,  on  the  necessity  of  exertion  at  so 
propitious  and  so  decisive  a  period,  and 
on  the  propriety  of  arming  government 
i^with  extraordinary  means. — ^Any  thing, 
which  might  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
the  disposable  fonce  of  the  country^ 
wouldy  therefore,  he  was  certain,  meet 
with  general  approbation.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  further 
regulations,  which,  he  thought,  should  be 
adopted  in  the  militia,  without  altering  the 
principle  on  which  that  establishment  was 
founded.  *  He  had  no  doubt,  but  the  ends 
and  wishes  of  governhient  would  t>e  ful- 
filled by  the  additional  amount  of  force 
lately  granted  by  parliament.  But  it 
would  become  a  question  for  them  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  existing  arrangements 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  service  of  the 
interior,  or  whether  other  more  advanta- 
geous dispositions  could  not  be  made  to 
meet  any  exigency  which  might  possibly 
arise.  As  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge,  the 
regular  and  local  militias  were,  on  their 
present  footing,  framed  and  organized  in  a 
most  excellent  manner :  but  *  occasions 
might  occur,  in  which  the  necessity  of 
those  bodies  being  disposable  might  ur« 
gently  be  felt.  He  did  not  intend  to  pro- 
pose any  alteration  in  their  constitution 
and  establishment,  and  would  not  require 
from  them  any  other  service  than  that 
which  he  felt  confident  would  be  found 
consistent  with  their  own  spirit  and  good 
will,  without  any  departure  from  the  mili- 
tia principle.  The  regulations  which  he 
should  suggest  embraced  two  heads,  the 
local  and  the  regular  militia.  They  were 
not.  if  adopted,  to  be  acted  upon  imme- 
diately ;  but  he  only  wished  government 
to  have  the  power  of  accepting  extended 
services  from  those  bodies,  should  any 
necessity  arise.  With  respect  to^  the  local 
militia,  it  was  liable  to  be  called  into  ac- 
tion on  two  services :  in  case  of  rebellion 
or  of  invasion.  These  were  not  likely 
now  to  happen ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
erant  of  force  made  by  parliament  for 
foreign  servicct. and  the  magnitude  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


189] 


New  Regulatims  in  the  Militia. 


Kov.  25,  ISIS. 


fl90 


armies  which  we  maintained  abroad,  yet 
the  internal  strength  of  the  country  was 
placed  on  the  most  satisfactory  and  en- 
couraging footing.  As  long  as  England 
possessed  her  local  militia  and  yeomanry, 
and  Ireland  her  yeomanry,  it  might 
be  said  that  an  army  was  left  suf- 
ficient for  the  defence  of  the  empire. 
When  it  was  seen  what  had  been  achieved 
by  the  Silesian  battalions  newly  raised, 
and  scarcely  disciplined  (at  least  in  no 
degree  to  be  compared  in  that  respect 
with  our  militia  and  yeomanry),  who 
would  not  feel  confident  in  our  own  inter- 
nal strength,  and,  with  that  description  of 
force  alone,  secure  against  all  the  attempts 
of  an  external  enemy  ?  It  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, however,  that  our  country  con- 
tained a  large  mass  of  French  prisoners, 
who  could  not  now  be  properly  guarded 
without  some  new  disposition  of  our  force^ 
It  was  indeed  the  peculiar  and  strange 
situation  of  the  enemy,  that  he  had  left 
in  the  hands  of  his  opponents,  in  those  of 
Prussia,  Russia,  besides  England,  and  shut 
up  in  fortresses,  such  a  number  of  pri- 
toners  as  would  form,  if  collected,  a  larger 
army  than  any  power  in  Europe  at  present 
possessed.  But,  however  it  might  become 
necessary  to  alter  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  local  militia,  it  would  be  done, 
he  repeated,  with  as  small  a  departure  as 
possible  from  the  principle  of  the  institu- 
tion. When  every  voice  in  the  country 
and  in  parliament  agreed  with  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  in  the  propriety  of  increase 
mg  and  exerting  our  force,  when  they 
were  invested  with  the  power  which  that 
unanimous  consent  created,  and  honoured 
with  the  confidence  which  it  displayed,  it 
became  their  duty  more  than  ever  to  re- 
strict their  measures  within  due  limits^ 
and  on  no  occasion  whatever  to  abuse  that 
authofity  with  which  they  had  been  arm- 
ed, by  exceeding  tlie  necessities  of  the 
case.  When  he  proposed  to  extend  the 
•ervices  of  the  local  militia,  he  wished  at 
the  same  time  to  limit  them  in  point  of 
time. '  Instead  of  performing  28  days  ser- 
vice in  their  own  county,  he  would  ena- 
ble them  to  do  it  in  another,  as  the  .exi- 
gency might  require ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose would  so  extend  the  period  of  their 
service,  as  would  allow  them  to  move 
from  oner  county  to  another.  He  thought, 
the  time  for  going  and  returning  included, 
the  whole  need  not  exceed  six  weeks.  If 
compared  with  the  points  to  which  it 
might  be  necessary  to  call  them,  without 
carrying  Ihem  to  such  a  disunce  as  would 


be  injurious  to  their  concerns  and  fanli-^ 
lies,  he  thought  that  period  would  be 
found  sufficient.  This  was  all  that  he 
would  require  from  the  local  militia.  A» 
to  the  regular  militia,  he  only  wished  the 
crown  to  be  empowered  to  accept  their 
services,  without  the  limitations  which 
the  law  imposes.  Instead  of  the  present 
regulation,  by  which  an  interval  of  four 
years  for  the  English,  and  of  six  for  the 
Irish  militia,  must  intervene  between  the 
march  of  a  regiment  to  either  country  and 
its  return,  he  would  propose  that  interval 
to  be  reduced  to  one  year,  so  as  to  render 
that  force  still  more  disposable  than  it  now 
was.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  em« 
ploy  all  the  militia  at  once ;  but  as  exi* 
gencies  unfolded  themselves,  the  crown^^ 
would  call  on  certain  regiments,  to  ask 
whether  they  were  disposed  to  extend 
their  services  to  such  parts  where  they 
might  be  needed  ?  There  were  two  other 
points  op  which  he  would  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  Bills,  and  which,  without  depart- 
ing from  the  principle  of  the  former  mea- 
sure, he  conceived,  would  give  consider** 
able  encouragement  to  the  transfer  of  ser- 
vice from  tM  militia  to  the  line.  '  The 
first  was,  that  the  previous  years  of  service 
in  the  militia  should  not  be  entirely  lost 
jby  any  man  rolunteering  into  the  line* 
Service  in  the  West  Indies  counted  in  an. 
increased  proportion;  he  would  propose 
that  in  the  militia  to  be  under  an  equality 
with  that  in  the  line,  but  such  as  to  ap* 
proximate  the  individual  to  the  advantages 
whieh  are  obtained  by  length  of  service 
in  the  latter.  The  other  related  to  the 
non-commissioned  officers  in  the  miliiia, 
for  whom  he  thought  parliament  ought 
long  ago  to  have  legislated.  Their  situa- 
tion was  truly  unfortunate.  After  25 
years  service,  aserjeant  was  either  kept 
in  the  regiment  when  unfit  for  duty,  by 
the  charity  of  his  colonel ;  or  if  he  retired, 
had  no  other  provision  than  5d.  a  day. 
He  would  now  propose,  that  any  militia 
Serjeant  volunteering  into  the  line,  should, 
after  a  certain  period  of  service,  be 
entitled, to  a  certain  amount  of  pension. 
The  details  as  to  the' rate  of  ralue  of 
previous  militia  service  in  the  first  case,  or 
the  amount  of  the  pensions  in  the  second, 
he  should  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  parlia*^ 
ment  to  seule.  There  was  another  class 
whose  situation  he  could  not  contemplate, 
as  it  was  so  subordinate  and  inferior  to 
the  corresponding  class  in  the  line,  with- 
out astonishment  that  men  of  any  abilities 
should  be  found  to  enter  \u    He  meant 
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Ihe  surgeons  in  the  oiiiitia<  in  whose  faroar 
he  would  also  calk  oa  parHam^nt  to  inter- 
fere, to  approximate  their  sityatioa  to  that 
of  surgeons  in  the  line.  The  last  measure 
he  had  now  to  propose  would  be,  to 
empower  bis  Majesty  to  augment  the  60ih 
regiment,  prinoipaliy  composed  of  fo- 
reigners, from  seTen,  to  any  number  not 
exceeding  ten  battslions.  This,  he  stated, 
would  be  cheaper  than  forming  two  regi- 
ments of  the  same  description.  His  lord- 
ship  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  m  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
accept  the  services  of  the  local  militia  out 
of  their  county,  under  certain  restrictive 
regulations. 

Mr«  Wkiibrcad  had  no  doubt  but  this 
measure  of  the  noble  lord's  originated  in 
the  joyful  event  which  had  just  taken 
place  in  Holland,  and  which  made  him 
desirous  to  employ  a  larger  force  out  of 
this  country;  to  assist  that  n«tioa  to  re- 
cover its  independence.  Ne^er  did  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  present  itself 
to  exert  our  whole  strength,  with  more 
confidence  of  succes»;  .aad^  the  noble  lord 
need  not  anticipate  any  oppositiou  from 
bim,  to  a  measure  calculated  to  facilitate 
^the  emancipation  of  a  brave  people. 
But  for  the  pitesence  of  the  Trench  pri^ 
sooers,  who,  he  sincerely  regretted,  siiii 
remained*  in  this  country,  he  would  say 
that  there  never  was  a  moment  when  less 
force  was  required  to  conduct  the  police 
'  at  home.  Tranquillity  was  reigiung  within 
onr  island  ;  and  he  trusted  that  the  abun- 
dant harvest  wiib  which  Providence  had 
blessed  as»  the-  ifesapness  of  provisions  re- 
turning with  returning  employment,  would 
.jnaintaiil  it ;  would  dispel  any  apprehen^ 
sion  of  its  again  being  disturbed ;  and 
would  convince  men,  that  the  riots  which 
had  some  time  since  alarmed  the  country, 
were  only  occasioned  by  the  dearness  of 
provisions,  and  the  want  of  employment, 
and  had    therefore    ceased    with    them^ 

/  There  could  be  but  one  voice  in  favour  of 
our  assisting  the  Dutch*  They  had  al** 
ready  so  far  sdoceeded  because  theirs  was 
a  contest  of  the  people,  and  net  of  the  go- 
vernment. Because  it  Was  a  contest  of 
the  government  and  not  the  people*  the 
single  battle  of  Jena  had  crushed  the 
Prussian  monarchy.  Because  the  people 
and  not  the  government  jiow  waged  it ;  the 
Prussian,  monarchy  was  restored*  When 
Buonaparte  marched  his  immense  army 
to  the  centre  of  the  RussisA  empire,  the 

\  people  fought,  and  he  was  destroyed.  In 
Sweden,  the  |>eq>le  had  tid  theiHselvesy 
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with  a  bloodless  revolotion,  of  aa  oppress 
sive  government,  and  elected  in  its  stead 
that  greatt  captain,  whom  the  noble  lord 
had  represented  as  the  author  of  the  plane 
of  the  present  campaign.  They  had  se<* 
lected  a  chief  out  of  the  French  armies, 
where  he  had  learned  to>  conquer  him 
under  whom  he  had  served ;  and  to  the 
exertions  of  the  Swedish  people  we  were 
therefore  indebted  for  a  portion  of  the 
great  results  now  obtained.  The  energies 
of  the  people,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
French  revonuion,  had  repelled  the  faosti« 
lities  of  invading  nations*;  and  it  was  not 
till,  happily  for  Europe,  the  emperor  of 
France  stretched  those  energies  too  far^ 
that  his  power,  under  the  will  of  an  alU 
wise  Providence,  crumbled  in  his  hands. 
It  was  the  people  of  England  that  assisted 
all  nations,  and  he  felt  confident  it  would 
continue  to  do  it  with  all  its  power,  and 
with  universal  spirit  and  satisfaction.  The 
time  of  the  year  was  favourable  to  the 
collection  of  a  large  force,  without  injur-^ 
ing  the  interests  of  the  country.  The 
agricultural  labours  of  the  year  were  over ; 
atid  for  a  few  months,  those  men  who  be*' 
fore  would  have  been  wanted  to  reap  the 
harvest  and  cultivate  the  ground,  might 
be  spared  to  assist  in  restoring  the  inde-» 
pendence  of  Europe.  In  the  hour  and 
exultation  of  success,  however,  he  wished 
us  not  to  forget  ourselves.  He  did  not  be-* 
lieVe  that  ahy  attack  on  tbe  liberties  of 
the  country  was  intended,  or  that  any 
effort  to  obtain  an  undue  increase  of  in- 
fkience  for  the  crown  was  made.  Yet  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  the  present 
events  necessarily  created  a  larger  aug- 
mentation of  influence  than  ever.  He  did 
not  ur'ge  this  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  bet 
merely  as  an  admonitory  observation* 
Far  from  opposing  it  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, he  consented  to  it ;  he  gave  it 
his  feeble  support,  because  he  tbooght  it 
necessary  ;  and  however  humble  he  might 
be  as  tfn  individual,  yet  that  support  was 
valuable,  because  it  was  not  given  blindly, 
but  with  his  eyes  open  to  all  the  inconre- 
mences  with  which  the  measures  rendered 
necessary  by  evenu  might  be  attended. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  lord  Castlereagh 
to  bring  in  Bills^to  enable  his  Majesty 
to  aooept  the  services  of  the  local  miJrtia- 
out  of  their  county,  under  certain  restric- 
tive regulations^^'-te amend  tbe  intercourse 
Act  between  England  and  Ireland,  for  the 
purpose  of  permitljng  regiments  of  re- 
gular militia  to  volunteer  out  of  their  ro« 
t4tiien«-«nd  to  enable  his  Majes^  to  aog- 
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m^nl  th«  MtU  regftient  to  ^wf  ftOf»b«r 


HOUSE  OF  LOUt)S. 

.  Weimtday,  November  24. 
Militia  Service.}  The  royal  assent 
WM  given  by  conmtSMon  t«  tbe  Mih'tia 
8«rf]«e  BiU.  Comnnsionert,  tbo  Lord 
€l»ftfieetl(^  and  lords  BacktDghannbire 
«iid  Warliiftgln^iii. 

GiBiwy  PBNALtfSs  Su9PCNsi<m  Bill.] 
The*  Archbishop  of  Canierbwf  moved 
the  weend  nMidiiig  of  the  Bill.  TIm 
persons  to  wtMMd  tbi»  Bill  related  were, 
Isl.  Those  vfbo,  having  two  livings,  bad 
omitted  to  notiiy  to  tbe  bishop  their  non- 
reei^ence  on  one  of  them.  *2d.  '  Those 
who  bad  negkcted  torenew  their  licences 
HI  terflvs  of  tbe  arct  of  parrltatment.  In  re- 
Kard  to  the  first  description  of  clergymen, 
tie  bfsMp  bad  better  means  of  inferma* 
tion  than  any  that  coold  come  froni  tbe 
party  interested.  If  the  two  livings 
vrere  in  one  diocese,  he  bad  obrkyos^ 
betsay  means;  if  they  were  in  separate 
dioceses,  each  of  tbe  bvsbops  mnst  know 
the  lact^  by  comiVMinitating  vritb  each 
eaber.  As  to  tbe  other  d^cription  of 
ctevgymen,  in  many  cases,  no  doob*,  tbe 
Bfgleet  had  arisen  kom  inadvertence, 
rather  than  from  any  edf  able  negligence. 
It  cookl  not  be  expected,  that  all  ctergy- 
tten  sboaM  be  aecorately  aeqnarnted  wiih 
all  tbe  modern  laws  by  which  they  were 
affected  ;  and  many  of  them  n^ight  think 
tbftt  they  were  protected  by  their  former 
ficences,  wkboot  renewal.  He  sboaid 
hope  it  would  appear,  that  all  of  ibem 
wcrroof  »nalare  which  wouM  free  Ihem 
from  tker  imputation  of  culpable  negli« 
geDCte.r  They  we¥e  at  times  confrderaSly 
embarraisMd  by  the  provtsioiis  of  ib^ 
several  Acts.  The  Act  of  the  5 Sd  of  his 
Mtfjesty  required,  that  befoi^  w  licence  ; 
mm  gmn,  the  ineoaobent  must  b3^e«n#aii^ 
Mto^  a  cnrate  to  supply  the  living  :  six 
anKWitlw  #a»  allowed  by  the  Act  for  thai 
purpose  I  and  yet,  ft-ooithe  namre  of  these 
laws,  taken'  tegerber,  »  clevgyman  nnght 
be^Mtged;  in^oi^der  to  enmle  hfin>self  to  a 
liteno^,'  lo  liomkMte  a  earate  tiwi«R<er. 
Clergymen,  however,  who  really*M'isbed  to  , 
procure  those  for  whose  conduct  they  would  | 
be  willing' ta become  responsible,  required  j 
some  time  to  look  about  them»  and  exa-  j 
mine  into  the  character  of  tho^  who  ap-  ; 
pliad  for  file  situnti^ni  A  raararkabto  in-  [ 
stance  of  this  had  eoiae  (Wder  kui  owia*  ob« 

(VOL,  XXVIL) 


sewat^,  where  tbe  liability  to  pelialty 
would  be  a  peealiar  foardship  i  h  #as  that 
of  an  frtcnmbem  who  #as  rendered  enable 
to  do  tbt  dot^  of  his  cu /e  bj  severe  iUoess* 
and  who  notwithstanding  could  not  have 
a  licence  for  non-reskleiKe  anttl  bO  had 
appointed  a  cnrate;  for  ivhkh  he  very 
properly' reqaire<i  time  to  inquire  into  tbe 
character  and  qntflifications  of  the  pei^soft 
to  be  appointed.  Yet  this  incumbent 
woold  be  liahfe  under  tbe  Act  to  penaltiea 
for  MHi-residence.  Of  the  informer'  in 
thMse  oases  he  wished  to  say  nbthing; 
this  person  had  been  secretary  to  the  lata 
bishop  of  London,  and  the  present  bishopa 
of  Norwich  and  Ely ;  and  in  that  sitaatioil 
had  aaspk  means  of  fining  upon  hit  ob<* 
jects,  and  rendering  bis  success  hi  sning 
for  penalties  certain.  If  it  were  possible 
to  suppose,  that  «ny  indirkhnd  m  sack  a 
situation  were  pro41igatte  enoogb,  how 
easily  might  he,  by  bis  own  conduct^ 
noarisb  the  offence,  Wiljt  was  broiigbt 
lo  that  height  whieh  woufd  answer  the 
pnrpose  he  had  in  ^iew.  He  trusted  their 
lordships,  under  all  tbese  circumstances, 
would  consent  to  give  thne,  as  proposed  by 
the  Bill ;  and  to  sospend  fbr  a  period  the 
actions  which  bad  been  thus  commenced. 

Tbe  Bishop  of  CkesOr  expressed  bis 
high  sense  of  the  very  favevraMe  indul- 
gence  granted  to  the  clergy  on  rtiis  occa- 
sion, by  both  Houses  of  the  legmiature« 
It  was  shewn,  however,  to  a  body  of  men 
who  #ere  not  rmdeserving  ol  il.  Th» 
comnmnity  was  indebted  to  t^e  exertions 
and  example  of  the  paroehial  elergy  for 
not  a  few  of  those  advantages  whieh,  in  a 
temporal  as  irellas  reltgMQs  point  of  view, 
it  enjoyed. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  timey 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  for  Friday. 

Lord  HoUdnd  presented  a  short  petition 
from  Mr.  Wright,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  agahwt  the  Bill.  The  petition 
#as  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  Was  ordered 
that  he  be  heard  by  his  counsel  on  Friday » 
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Wednesday ^  Nov^wktr  24. 

Wats  and  Meaks.]  The  Ckancelhr  of 
Me  Exchequer,  in  a  Commiitee,  moved' 
rbttt  a  sum  of  lO  millions  and  a  half  of 
Exchequer  bills  should  be  issued  for  the 
service  of  Gt eat  Britain.  He  thought  it 
rijjhe  to  state,  that  from  tte  regular  system 
of  taking  up  the  Sxcheqoer  bHIs  aiombly, 
the  quantity  now  in  circolation  did  not 
mtich  exceed  thaft  of  January  last* 
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The  Resolotion  was  agreed  to,  «nd 
•rdered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Lord  CoiHeretigh  brought  up  the  Bill 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  60tb  regiment 
from  seven  to  ten  battalions ;  as  also  the 
Bill  for  extendinff  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  46th  of  the  King,  toserjeanU 
m  the  militia.  He  also  broogbt  up  the 
Bill,  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  accept  of 
the  voluntary  offer*  of  the  local  militia, 
for  an  extension  of  their  services  to  a  time 
to  be  limited  ;  and  a  Bill  for  amending 
the  5<lst^of  the  King,  with  respect  to  the 
interohange  between  the  militias  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

•  These  several  Bills  were  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to-  be  committed  to- 
morrow. 

Hellbstomb  Election.]  Mr.  Bmkcs 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Helles* 
tone  Election  Bill.  He  then  proposed, 
that  the  blank  in  the  Bill  respecting  the 
amount  of  freehold  which  should  give  a 
qualifiaa^tion  to  vote,  ahould  be  filled  up, 
by  inseniBg  ten^  pounds.  He  argued  at 
some  length  on  the  great  depreciation  of 
money  since  40  shillings  was  the  qualifi- 
cation for  a  vote ;  and  thought  it  was  only 
l)rinzing  back  the  constitution  to  iisjori- 
ginal  principles,  to  require  such  a  qualifi- 
tiation  aa  would  place  the  elector  above 
ihe  necessity  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Svxm  contended,  that  the  effect  of 
«ucb  an  alteration  would  be  to  disqualify 
,the  many  who- were  the  furthest  removed 
i'rom  corruption,  and  give  the  elective 
franchise  to  those  who  were  the  most 
corrupt.  It  was  notorioas,  that  in  Corn- 
wall it  was  among  the  most  opulent  that 
corruption  had  ttlken  the  deepest  root, 
and  established  itself  into  a  system.  He 
believed  that  there  was  not  a  peer  in  Corn- 
wall who  did  not  hold  his  rank  from  cor- 
ruption of  this  sort.  He  was  sure,  how- 
ever, that  the  efiect  of  such  an  alteration 
\vouId  only  be,  to  transfer  the  borough  to 
ode  or  two  peers  who  could  decidedly  in- 
fluence the  /ew  ten- pound  freeholders  to 
whom  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  right  of 
election  ejiclusively. 

'  Mr.  Grenfetl  preferred  the  qualification 
remaining  at  40«.  to  its  being  altered  to 
WL  At  the  same  time,  he  did  not  mean 
to  allow,  that  all  the  peers  in  Cornwall 
<;wed  their  rank  to  corruption* 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Tremayne,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr. 
Rose,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,.  Mr.  H.  Sumner, 
md  othej:  gentlemen^  took  a  part.    It  ap- 
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peared  to  be  the  general  sense  of  the 
House,  that  it  was  better  to  retain  tha!t 
which  was  the  common  qualification  jre- 
quired  all  over  England. 

Mr.  Bankes^s  amendment  was  then  ne- 
gatived, and  the  blank  filled  up  by  the 
words  "  forty  shillings.' ' 

On  the  second  paragraph,.  Mr.  Serjeant 
Best  observed,  that  as  the  House,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  notorious  corruption  practised 
at  this  borough,  thought.proper  to  disfran- 
chise  the  present  electors,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  right  that  the  mayor  should 
be  allowed  to  be  the  returning  officer.  In 
all  elections,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  con- 
sequence who  was  the  returning  officer* 
He  thought  the  sherifif  should  be  appointed 
the  returning  officer;  and  there  would 
be  no  more  inconvenience  in  Ms  executing 
it  by  deputy,  than  the  sherifif  of  London 
found,  who  were  also  sheriffs  of  Middle- 
sex ;  or  than  the  sheri)F  of  Cambridge 
did,  who  was  also  sheriff  for.Hunting* 
denshire. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  then  moved  that  thif 
clause  be  added  to  the  Bilu  ''  That  the 
sheriff,  or  the  under-sberifi'of  the  county, 
should  be  the  returning  officer.'' 

Mr.  Susan  was  in  favour  of  the  clause* 

Mr.  Bankii  thought  it  was  not  of  im<^ 
portance  to  alter  the  returning  officer,  and 
was  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  mayof 
should  continue  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  P,  Gratfell  opposed  the  clause. 

Mr.  Serjeant  On$low  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  it. 

After  some  observations,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Hammersley,  Mr.  Tremayne,  and  Mr^ 
Lockhart,  the  last  mentioned  gentleman 
moved,  that  the  part  of  the  clause,  em- 
powering the  under-sheriff  to*  act  as  the 
returning  officer,  should  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  had  no  wish  to  press 
that  part  of  the  clause,  not  conceiving  ii 
to  be  material  to  his  object. 

The  words — "  or  under-sheriff,"  were 
then  ordered  to  be  left  out;  and  the 
clause,  **  that  the  sheriff  of  Cornwall,  for 
the  time  being,  should  act  as  the  returning 
officer,"  was  ordered  to  stand  part  of  th^ 
Bill.  The  other  dansea  were  then  gone 
through,  and  (the  House  being  resumed) 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  November  25. 
Loan  Interest  Bill.!    On  the  moiioii 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Billj,  t 
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*  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  nid,  that  he  had 
mhrays  considered  the  sinking  fund  as  the 
chief  anchor  of  our  credit,  and  the  only 
source  from  which  we  could  look  to  the 
extinction  of  the  national  debt>  which  tad 
been  so  prodigiously  accumulated  {he  did 
not  say  unnecessarily)  within  the  last  20 
years.  Many  thought  that  the  finance 
plan  of  last  year,  of  which  this  Bill  formed 
a  part,  trenched  on  the  principle  of  the 
sinking  fund.  The  noble  lord  of  the 
Tireasory  howeyer,  who  certainly  had  con- 
oderable  experience,  had  stated  -his  be- 
lief, that  it  did  not  trench  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  sinking  fund.  All,  therefore^ 
agreed,  that  the  principfle  was  rigidly  to 
be  adhered  to.  But  it  ought  to  be  kept  in 
▼lew,  that  there  were  many  of  great  know- 
ledge and  experience,  who  thought  that 
the  finance  measure  of  last  year  did  trench 
on  thfi  sinking  fund  system,  and,  therefore, 
ministers  ought  to  l>e  cautious ;  for,  how- 
ever serere  the  taxes  misht  be  for  the 
moment,  the  burthen  obgnt  to  be  borne 
Imther  than  trench  on  the  sinking  fund. 
Id  future  loans,  too,  the  minister  ought, 
even  at  the  expence  of  temporary  incon- 
▼entence,  to  borrow  in  the  higher  funds; 
lor  the  obvious  reason,  that  the  debt  would 
be  more  easily  discharged  when  they  came 
to  pay  at  par. 

Lord  Liverpool  said,  that  the  sinking 
fland  system,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
1786,  was  one  of  the  wisest  measures  that 
bad  ever  been  adopted  by  parliament. 
He  knew  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
ai  to  the  nature  of  the  plan  of  last  year ; 
but  he,  and  others  who  thought  with  him, 
bad  contended,  and  contended  successfully, 
that  it  was  no  Tiolation  of  the  principle  of 
ihe  sinking  fund  ;  and  the  state  of  the  mo- 
ney market,  as  well  as  the  opinions  of 
thMe  most  conversant  with  it,  afforded  a 
strong  presumption  that  they  were  in  the 
right :  the  -  loan  had  been  procured  on 
more  faroorable  terms  than  when  no  such 
measure  was  in  contemplation,  though  he 
ackpowled^d  that  this  was  not  a  certain 
criterion,  smce  the  terms  of  the  loan  might 
be  afiected  by  other  circumstances.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  was  a  great  advantage, 
that  the  country  had  been  able  to  make 
the  prodigious  exertions  which  it  had 
lauly  made  without  any  addition  to  the 
taxes. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 


BOUSE  OF   COMMONa 

Tkianday,  Nov€mberQ5. 
Mi.WkUkmd  preKHted  a  PeiitioD  from 


severai  debtors  confined  in  the '  King's- 
bench  prison,  complaining  6f  various  hard- 
ships and  grievances  sustained  by  thetn.* 
Those  statements,  the  hon.  memoer  ob- 
served, if  true,  contained  much  matter  of 
serious  charge  against  the  person  or  per^ 
sons  entrusted  with  the  regulation  of  the 
prison.  He  did  not,  however,  'mean  to^ 
pledge  himself  to  the  accuracy  of  the  alle^ 
gations  set  forth  in  the  Petition ;  neither 
did  he  know  that  they  were  inaccurate. 
In  presenting  it,  he  had  merely  done  what 
he  conceived  it  was  his  duty  to  do  as  a 
member  of  parliament.— Ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

RtPORT     PXOM      THE  •  CoMMlTT«X     OF 

Ways  and  Means.]  Mr.  Lushington  re- 
ported from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider 
further  of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  Re- 
solution which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  the  House;  and  the  same  was 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  ts 
as  follows :  • 

That,  towards  raismg  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  the  sum  of  10,500,000/.  be 
raised,  by  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  service 
of  Great  Britain. 


HOUSE  OF   LORD& 

Fridi^,  November  26U 
The  royal  assent  was  given    by  com- 
mission, to  the  Malt  Duty,  Loan,  and  Local 
Token  Bills.   Commissioners,  lords  Eldon, 
Harrow  by  and  Walsingham.  ^ 

Clrrgy  Bill.]  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley 
and  Mr.  Heath  appeared  for  Mr.  Wrieht^ 
against  the  Clergy  Penalties  Bill ;  the  lau 
ter  not  heard.  Mr.  Serjeant  Copley,  after 
shortly  adverting  to  the  Acts  for  compel* 
Img  the  residence  of  the  clergy  on  their 
livings,  and  the  great  importance  of  having 
that  object  enforced,  stated,  first,  that  Mri 
Wright  bad  a  vested  interest  in  the  restrit 
of  the  actions,  upon  the  same  grounds  that 
others  held  their  property.  He  was  in« 
jured  by  the  present  Bill:  1st,  inasmuch 
as  reports  had  gone  abroad,  that  he  himself 
had  led  the  detendanu  into  the  commission 
of  the  offence ;  an  imputation  that  was  in 
some  measure  countenanced  by  the  pre^ 
amble  of  the  Bill,  which  stated  the  prtf* 
ceedings  to  be  vexatious.  Mr.  Wnght 
had  made  enquiries  into  the  circumstances 
of  each  case,  and  where  j  there  appeared 
not  a  legale  but  even  a  moral  excuse,  bad 
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dMiUi  frdm  th^  acim.  He  ba4  e^* 
p«od«d  Ttrf  confidarabJo  cqmt  of  money 
in  ooiBHianciag  these  acUiXM.  He  might 
■UiUio  the  less  4>f  the  froiis  of  the  actiooi 
by  the  death  pf  parties^  and  also  the 
costs;  and  be  hioiSfelf  might  die  duriog 
the  siapeosion,  a«d  the  whole  of  the  costs 
aod  every  thiog  eU^  might  be  Ipst  to  bis 
representatifes. 

I/»rd  JSlhUf0rQtigh  «aid»  there  ought  to 
be  some  evideoce  that  the  acMons  had 
'been  broaght(  parsons  i&igbt  otherwise 
claim  to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  iDerely  on 
their  own  all^atioo  that  they  had  aa  in- 
terest. Had  the  counsel  the  writs  iq 
shew/or  at  least  to  gi?e  in  ? 

Mr.  Swjeaot  Copl^  stai44»  tM  tbey 
had  not  the  writs  ;  but  they  were  ready  to 
profe  by  tha  aUorney,  thai  the  actions 
were  brought. 

The  L^rd  Chamxlhr  asked,  what  was  the 
number  of  acUons  in  ail  ? 

Mr.  Serj.  (kpiey  said*  there  were  about 
520a  brought  by  Mr,  Wright,  and  about 
ICQ  more  by  others. ' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  they  had 
nothing  t^  do  with  chose  that  were  brought 
by  Mr.  Wright's  prooorement,  but  only 
wUh  tbosa  brought  by  himself.  These  last 
were,  as  to  this  purpose,  alone  his  actipni* 

Mr.  Serj.  Cojp/fvsaid,  be  could  not  state, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  actions  were 
brought  by  Mr.  Wright's  procurement. 
He  knew  nothing  about  them  ;  but  about 
^00  were  brought  in  Mr.  Wright's  own 
loiame. 

The  ixrd  Chancellor  said,  that  was  all 
the  House  wanted  to  know. 

Counsel  were  then  ordered  to  withdraw ; 
and  the  BUI  was  committed  and  rtpprted 
Viri^bQiU  further  observation* 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  November  26. 
The  Housa  was  summoned  to  the  Lords ; 
ivhfre  the  royal  assent  was  given,   by 
commisfion*  to  the  Loan  Bill,  the  MaU 
Puty  Bill,  and  the  Local  Token  Bill. 

Marine  Mutiny  Biil.]  On  the  ques* 
lion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Marine 
Mutiny  Bill, 

Mr.  ikwei  expressed  some  s^rprise  at 
tJM  Bill  being, hurried  tiurongh  at  sMch  aa 
Mrly  period  of  the  session. 

$ir  Gecrgfi  IVarrmuitr  sai4»  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  marines,  whan  sesviag  on 
.ahore,  should  be  snbjeot  to  regiilations 
^V^ihf  to  tbQ4«  9f  the  l%i4  forcei«    Tb9 
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ohjeciien  in  pointof  time  would  have  been 
beuer  when  his  noblp  friend  (lord  CasUa^ 
r^agb)  moved  the  Annual  Mutiny  Sill 

Mr.  MQfi3Uf9  Sffium  observed^  tl^tyifbeil 
the  House  had  ^ome  to  the  resolution  oC 
the  nnmber  of  men  to  be  voted  for  th^  m^rw 
vice  of  the  ,y^r^  it  appeared  almost  a« 
matter  of  course,  that  the  Mutiny  Bill 
should  be  brought  in  for  their. regnlaiion* 

Mr  Whiibreaa  coM  by  no  meam  agre^ 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman^ 
that  this  was  a  mere  matter  of  c^nr$pf 
I^othing  but  circumstances  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature  could  justify  the  highly 
uoconstitqtio^al  introduction  of  a  liew; 
Mutiny  Bi|l,  at  a  period  so  premature^ 
The  existing  Act  would  not  expire  until 
the  25th  of  March.  It  had  hitherto  been 
the  invariable  practice  not  to  introduce  a 
new  Bill,  until  such  a  period  of  the  sevsioa 
as  would  just  allow  of  its  receiving  tha 
royal  assent  before  the  .expiration  of  tha 
old.  It  was  certainly  easy  to  see,  that 
under  the  e^^isting  circumstances  it  might 
be  convenient  for  parliament  to  giva  tha 
crown  t^e  power  which  this  Bill  conveyed 
for  16  months*  instead  of  for  a  year,  u 
usual ;  but  a  distinct  and  good  cause  must 
be  stated  for  so  dojng.  If  the  bon*  gen«* 
tleman  or  the  noble  lord  opposite  wouUI 
say,  that  under  the  present  circumstances 
the  approaching  adjournment  might  be  so 
much  extfnded  u  to  render  it  a  matter  of 
inconvenience  to  pass  the  new  Bill  before 
the  expiration  of  that  now  in  force,  ha 
would  not  object  to  it  ;^  but  ha  repeated* 
that  something  more  was  necessary  than 
the  explanation  given  by  the  hon.  baronatt 

Lord  Cattlereagh  said,  he  was  perfectly 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  general  reason* 
ing  of  the  hon.  gentleman  on  this  sal^ect  | 
but  he  hop^d,  that  under  the  peculiar  cir« 
cumstances  of  tha  present  period^  thera 
was  uothing  to  rouse  the  jealousy  of  par« 
liament,  or  to  induce  them  to  believe  tbat 
the  crown  wished  to  possess  th%  power 
which  this  Bill  conferred  for  any  oihfi 
purpose  than  for  the  sake  of  public  conve- 
nience. In  the  existing  state  of  afiairs,  it 
)i«8  the  opinion  of  the  crown»  that  parlia« 
meot  might  adiourn  to  a  period  8odistaat« 
probably  tha  beginnhig  of  March,  as 
would  render  it  diflkuU  to  pass  tha  new 
Bill  before  the  ej^piration  qf  tbo  .^Id  ona« 
He  was  sure  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  aU 
who  heaird  him,  would  agrae  in  ^  expe- 
diency of  not  running  the  slightest  risk  of 
having  no  law  in  axiatenca  a*  thif  sub« 
ject.    The  Bill  was  prop^Madl  ^  a  matter 

of  asiaiitM  conv«ni««M;  mA  ite  ^i^ 
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Mr*  WJiUifrmd  wzs  perfectly'  satisfied 
miih  the  steteiaent  loade  )^y  th^.  poble 
Jord.  All  that  b^  wai  aoxioqi  about  nai^ 
|iiat  the  present  practice  should  not  form 
«  precfdeat,  vrbicb#  if  it  were  to  pass 
wholly  upQo(i<:ad,  it  might  do.  He  should 
not  bare  riseo  agaio^  but  for  ^  single  word 
which  had  dropped  from  the  noble  lord  in 
'the  course  of  bi«  observations.  Tba  noble 
lord  had  said,  that  in  the  judgment  of 'Ube 
prowD,"  a  long  adjonmment  might  take 
place.  NoW|  as  it  was  to  be  an  adjourq- 
inent^  not  a  prorogatipn^  he  did  not  see 
what  the  judgment  or  opinion  of  the  crown 
bad  to  do  with  it. 

.  I^ord  Outknagh  replied^  that  it  was  by 
110  mtans  inconsistent  with  the  preroga- 
life  of  the  crown  to  communicate  to  par- 
liament the  expediency  of  an  adjournment 
|br  any  paxticular  purppbo ;  which  com* 
munication  was  generally  answered  by  an 
adjournment,  as  a  matter  of  course*  All> 
bowevef ,  that  be  ^eant  to  say  on  the  pre- 
aant  occasion  was,  that  in  the  judgmeqt  of 
|ha  miaisiers.of  the  crown,  the  general 
state  of  a&irs  waa  such,  that  the  meeting 
^  parliament,  after  th^  recesa,  might  be 
iteferred  until  a  period  somewhat  later 
|han  ordinary. 

.  Tho  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
imd  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

E^ST  India  Sugar  Duties^]  The 
Hoo«e  having,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chan- 
callor  of  ihe  £xcbeqiier,  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  East  India  Sugar 
Patiea; 

The  Chtanodlor  <tf  the  Exchequer,  in  a 
tone  of  voice  which  would  not  allow 
«s  distinctly  to  bear  hi«  staten^ent,  pro- 
ceeded to  make  the  propositions  of  which 
^  had  given  notice.  He  observed^ 
thai  considerahrle  alarm  bad  been  ex« 
cited  among  the  West  India  interest 
on  this  aobject,  and  that  it  was  moat 
desirable  to  afibrd  that  ioUrest  a  just  pro^ 
te^tioo.  It  was  his  inieiUioa  to  propose 
a«cb  aa  increase  of  ilie  detiea  on  Bast  Iu« 
ilia  aogar^  aSi  compared  with  the  dutiea  on 
Wee*  India  sugar,  wodd  make  tb^ m  lOs. 
a  c WW. higher.  That  increase  would  be 
61.  (M.  a  ewt.)  aad  be  caosidered  that  it 
fvooJd  a&rd  a  ac^cient  protactieo  to  the 
jOTeet  Imtia  aMrebaat*  Tbia  higher  dutyi 
kofr#aar»  uvea  to  eztairi  Amly  to  a  certain 
f^m9  aad  wbeii  segat  sbauTd  be  import* 
ad^ 60f^  a  cwi.  tba  inaceasad  d^.on 
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East  ladie-  vi^r  was  to  dimiaiib  J«.on 
every  sbilling  of  adraooed  nrice^  He  bad 
commuoiceied  oa  the  auoject  with  the 
best  informed  persons  on  both  sides  of  the 
qoast^on ;  and  ba  trusted,  that  the  propo* 
sition  I'^bicb  be  was  about  to  Ojike  would^ 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
be  considered  the  most  e^edient  thai 
parliament  coold  adopt.  The  right  boa* 
geqtleroan  concluded  by  moving  hit  rt^ 
solution. 

Mr.  AJdefman  il/iiR5  observed,  that  tba 
me,asure  pfoposed  by  tl;^e  rigbl  bon.  gen^ 
tleman  might  be  a  vtry  proper  one  as  is 
regarded  the  dealers  in  sugar;  but  thai 
permiss^n  to  import  East  India  sugar 
would  materially  aifect  and  injure  tba 
shipping  interest,  by  the  great  encourage-* 
ment  that  it  would  afford  to  India«buiit 
shipping.  He  trusted,  that  the  propo- 
sitioa  would  not  be  hastily  acceded  to,  but 
that  due  time  would  be  given  for  its  coa* 
sideration. 

Mr.  BewM  observed,  that  opportunity 
would  be  giv«n  for  iu  consideration  during 
the  progress  of  the  Bill  through  tba 
House. 

The  ChmctUor^tkcSxcheqvertMf  thai 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  bad  just  spoke« 
had  ai»ticipated  the  observation  he  waa 
about  to  make.  He  allowed,  that  tba 
Kiatter  was  of  great  importaoce,  and  da* 
served  serious  consideration.  He  could 
not  think,  however,  with  the  wofthy  aU 
deriaao,  that  the  shipping  interest  vvouki  ' 
be  materially  affected  by  it,  when  he  con* 
sidered  the  disadvantages  under  wbicb 
East  India  sugar  must  at  all  event$.coma 
to  this  country.  Jt  was  only  brought  as 
a  dead  weight,  and  in  a  certain  degree  to 
defray  the  e^peoces  of  the  vessels.  It 
waa  by  general  trade,  and  not  by  the  im- 
portation of  sugar,  that  the  Ea^t  India 
shipping  was  augmented. 

Mr.  Marryali  compared  the  freedom  of 
the  E^st  India  trade  with  the  restrictions 
under  which  that. from  tbe  West  Indiea 
laboured*  It  waa  a  well  known  fact*  thai 
ior  the  last  twenty  years  the  West  Indiea 
bad  supplied  the  me^r  country  with 
sugar  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  tbajs  that  at 
which  it  had  been  maoufa^ored.  Half 
the  estates  in  Jamaica  and  the  otbaff 
iaiaada  had  in  coaseqaence  beaa  sold,  or 

fiven  uf  to  creditarsy  within  that  periods 
be  duty  had  iall^o  oa  tba  piaatpr,  nol 
the  consumer.  U  was  true,  thai  bitherto 
abips  feoia  the  East  Ipdiea  had  beenchialljr 
ballasted  with  saltpetre*  Bui  aow  ijbe 
trade  voaUL  be  apaa  Ip  all  adtaMveia; 
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most  of  whom,  not  being  able  to  procure 
aahpetre*  would  ballast  their  ships  with 
sogar,  to  the  utter  min  of  the  West  Indies. 
In  Bengal,  sugar  sold  at  12f.  a  cwt.;  in 
the  West  Indies  it  was  509.  being  a  dif- 
ference of  1 8«.  a  cwt«  in  fa?oar  of  the 
Bast  India  planter.  A  Hindoo  laboarer 
(as  had  been  stated  in  the  committee  of 
last  session)  cost  bot  about  6$.  a  month— a 
West  Indian,  almost  as  much  a  day.  The 
quality  of  the  East  India  su^r  also  was 
excellent.  It  equalled  the  best  of  Bar- 
badoes  flake;  and  although  it  was  not 
what  our  Custom-house  officers  called 
llake  sugar,  he  was  persuaded  that  it  un- 
derwent some  refining  process  in  India. 
On  all  these  considerations,  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  West  India  planters  were 
fairly  entitled  to  retain  the  monopoly  of 
supplying  this  country,  to  which  they 
paid  every  species  of  taxation  that  could 
well  be  devised.  To  the  West  Indies,  at 
present,  British  manufactures  to  the  valoe 
of  7  or  6  millions  eterling  were  annually 
exported.  In  the  West  India  trade, 
Q5»W0  British  seameii^  were  employed. 
To  the  East  Indies  no  manufactures  would 
be  exported;  and  in  the  trade,  Lascars 
would  be  principally  employed,  to  the  great 
deterioration  of  our  naval  force.  In  fact, 
the  East  India  trade  had  never  been  so 
productive  of  hands  for  the  navy  as  that 
of  the  West  Indies.  Ships  engaged  in  the 
latter  were  obliged  to  take  a  certain  number 
of  apprentices,  in  order  to  make  good  the 
drafts  from  them  to  supply  the  waste  and 
easualties  in  his  Majesty's  navy  :  but  this 
had  not  been  the  case  with  East  Indiamen. 
The  East  Indies  had  ruined  the  West 
Indies  wherever  the  two  trades  had  inter- 
fered. They  had  destroyed  the  trade  of 
the  West  Indies  in  indigo  and  cotton. 
The  jonly  staple  commodity  left  to  them 
was  sugar,  and  of  that  he  trusted  they 
would  not  be  deprived. 

Mr.  C.  Idle  could  not  allow  that  the  re- 
strictions on  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies 
were  so  great  as  they  had  been  represent- 
ed by  the  hon.  gentleman.  Thev  were 
permitted  to  export  sugar,  come  and 
cocoa,  to  all  parU  sooth  of  Cape  Finis- 
Serre ;  and  the  other  restraints  were  only 
nominal. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikms  said,  that,  not* 
withstanding  all  he  had  heard*  he  must 
repeal,  that  the  objections  he  had  before 
mentioned  still  struck  him  to  be  of  con*- 
aiderable  importance.  He  viewed  the 
Bill  with  jealousy,  and  was  arerse  from 
the  measure  m  ii  bow  atood;  for  ht 


'Boh  htUa  Stgarlhiiiet. 


'[d04 


I 


thought  it  would  be  the  means  of  raising 
the  price  of  sugar  on  the  home- consumer; 
and  as  sugar  was  an  article  of  necessity 
already  bearing  a  very  high  price,  any 
further  rise  of  price  must  be  very  severely 
felt  by  our  manufacturerS|  and  all  the 
lower  classes  of  the  people.  He  adverted 
to  the  large  bounty  on  the  exportation  of 
sugar  from  this  country  to  the  continent, 
which  he  conceived  ought  to  be  di* 
minished. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  referred 
the  worthy  alderman  to  the  35th  of  the 
King ;  by  which  it  was  provided,  that  as 
the  price  of  sugar  increased,  that  bounty 
should  diminish  ;  thereby  making  the  fo« 
reigner  participate  in  the  burden. 

Mr.  fV.  SntirA  observed,  that  the  state** 
ments  and  reasoning  which  the  committee 
had  heard  from  gentlemen  on  both  sides, 
with  regard  to  this  measure,  but  particu* 
larly  from  his  hon.  friend!under  the  gallery 
(Mr.  Marryatt),  were  calculated  to  excite 
very  serious  reflections,  into  the  considera- 
tion of  which,  however,  he  did  not  at  pre« 
sent  propose  to  enter  at  any  length.  Still 
he  could  not  help  saying,  that  although  he 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  recommend 
any  proceeding  likely  to  produce  a  con- 
vulsion in  trade,  or  a  serious  injury  to  any 
class  of  merchants,  the.  main  object  of  le- 
gislative consideration  being  the  interest 
of  the  public,  he  could  see  no  objection  to 
the  revision  of  any  commercial  system 
to  effect  that  object.  Into  this  train  of 
reflection  he  was  naturally  led  by  the 
cbmparison  which  had  been  drawn  by  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Marryatt),  with  respect 
to  the  produce  of  our  West  and  East  India 
possessions.  According  to  his  hon^  friend, 
the  produce  of  our  western  colonies  was  in 
every  respect  beaten  out  of  the  market  by 
that  of  the  east,  with  the  exception  only 
of  sugar.  Then  it  would  appear,  that  the 
whole  produce  of  the  West  India  colonies 
was  a  forced  cultivation,  kept  up  for  som^ 
sinister  purpose,  merely  to  answer  the  ends 
of  individuals,  but  by  no  means  with  the 
view  to  cheapen  the  price  to  the  con- 
sumer—to answer  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic. Was  his  hon.  friend  aware  what  an 
onus  he  imposed  upon  himself  by  this  as* 
sertion  ? — that  he  became  boimd  to  prov« 
this  proposition,  that  advantages  arose  to 
this  country  from  the  East  India  mono- 
poly, which  more  than  counterbalanced 
the  aidmitted  disadvantage  of  an  enhanced 
price  of  suffar  co  the  public  in  order  to 
favour  the  West  Indian  produce,  by  giving 
it  a  decided  prefbrenoo  in  ^or  mari»t  to 
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thai  of  the  East,  as  the  meaaure  before  the 
cocumiuee  proposed.  In  dwelliog  so 
much  too  upon  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  the  West  India  planter,  by  our 
monopoly,  to  purchase  British  manufac- 
tures, was  his  hon.  friend  prepared  to 
maintain  this  proposition,  that  the  British 
manoiactures  were  dearer  than  others,  and 
that  our  colonists  would  rather  deal  for 
the  others,  if  thev  were  not  restrained  by 
the  monopoly  ?  t^ossibly,  his  hon.  friend 
might  undertake  to  sustain  the  proposition ; 
but  obviously  the  undertaking  would  not 
be  popular  among  our  manufacturers,  or 
perhaps  likely  to  succeed.  These  reflec- 
tions the  hon.  member  said  he  thought  it 
bis  dpty  to  throw  out  for  the  consideration 
of  others ;  and  he  concluded  with  express- 
ing a  hope,  that  the  Bill  which  it  was  pro- 
posed  to  ground  upon  the  Resolution  be- 
fore tl^e  committee,  would  not  be  brought 
to  a  ct>nclusion  until  after  the  recess ;  as 
the  fullest  time  should  be  afforded  for  the 
doe  examination  of  such  an  important 
measure. 

Mr.  Marryaii  said,  he  had  no  doubt, 
that  should  his  hon.  friend,  who  had  just 
sat  down,  think  proper  to  bring  forward 
any  proposition  with  respect  to  the  com- 
mercial system  of  our  West  Ind'^  colonies, 
the  House  would  willingly  give  it  all  due 
consideration ;  for  himself  he  should  say, 
that  he  would  be  most  ready  to  attend 
to  it. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  November  '29. 

Insolvent  Debtors.]  Lord  Redesdale 
presented  his  Bill  for  amending  the  Act 
of  last  session,  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent 
Debtors ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Lord  ElUnhorough  moved  the  second 
reading  of  his  temporary  Insolvent  Deb- 
tors' Bill;  wishing  that  it  might  go  through 
this  stage  in  regular  course,  in  order 
that,  in  the  event  of  its  not  being  found 
practicable  to  render  the  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion effectual  for  its  object,  this  Bill  might 
pass  before  the  recess. 

Lord  HoUand  remarked  upon  the  incon* 
sisteocy  of  sanctioning  a  Bill,  professing 
to  repeal  the  Act  of  last  session,  at  the 
same  moment  that  they  entertained  a  Bill 
lor  unending  that  Act. 

Lord  AeiMiia^  also  observed  upon  the 
inconsistency  of  sanctioning  a  Bill,  the 
principle  of  which  w^  lo  repeiil  the  Act 


of  last  session,  whilst  a  Bill  was  before  the; 
House  to  amend  that  Act.  With  respect 
to  the  difficulties  stated  to  exist  in  the  exe«  ^ 
cotion  of  the  Act  of  last  sessions,  persons 
had  been  industriously  employed  to  dis- 
seminate objections  which  did  not  exist  in 
point  of  £act,  while  the  difficulties  that  had 
really  occurred  might  be  easily  obviated* 
His  lordship  then  entered  into  a  detail  of 
some  length,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 
the  ease  with  which  the  real  objections  to 
the  Act  might  be  got  rid  of,  by  declaring 
and  enacting  the  power  of  the  commis- 
sioner to  remove  from  place  to  place  ;  by 
declaring  and  enacting  the  express  obli- 
gation upon  gaolers  to  bring  up  their  pri- 
soners ;  by  appointing  an  officer  to  ^ke 
a  provisional  assignment  of  the  debtor's 
effects,  similar  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  at 
the  sessions.;  by  repealing  the  court  of 
appeal;  by  substituting  a  recognizance, 
to  be  given  by  the  debtor  (as  to  the  liabi* 
lity  of  his  future  property,  under  the  di* 
rection  of  the  court),  instead  of  an  engage* 
ment ;  and,  finally,  by  giving  a  discretion- 
ary power  to  the  commissioner  tp  autho* 
rize  justices  in  quarter  session  to  discharge 
debtors;  reserving  to  himself  to  have  per- 
sons brought  before  him,  where  he  saw  a 
necessity  for  investigation,  which  would 
happen  comparatively  in  but  few  in- 
stances. This  latter  clause,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  add  it  to  the  Bill  in  a  committee, 
would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord's  temporary  Bill,  without 
the  objections  which  applied  to  all  tem- 
porary  insolvent  Acts.  Under  Acts  of  the 
latter  description,  the  future  property  of 
the  debtor  was  rendered  liable,  but  m  a 
manner  that  rendered  it  only  attachable 
by  bringing  actions ;  and  thus  it  might 
happen,  that  one  creditor  obtaining  exe- 
cution might  get  all  the  effects  of  the 
debtor,  nothing  being  left  for  the  other 
creditors,  while  the  debtor  might  by  this 
procedure  be  ruined.  Under  the  Act  of 
last  session,  on  the  contrary,  the  future 
property  was  only  rendered  liable,  subject 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  thus, 
if  he  attained  the  means,  a  gradual  mode 
of  payment  might  be  resorted  to,  under 
the  authority  of  the  court,  which  would 
preserve  the  debtor  from  ruin,  and  be 
more  just  to  the  creditor,  in  the  equal  dis- 
tribution of  funds  for  payment. 

Lord  EUenborough  was  desirous  of  Ita 
being  distinctly  understood,  that  he  had 
thrown  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Act 
of  the  last  session :  but  on  the  contriM^y  be 
had  suggested  many  propositions  for  what 
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be  considered  the  tnipro?eiiient  of  ft.  He 
ftiH  orged  the  second  reading  of  hi*  BiH, 
thftt  itnirsht  be  in  refidfRess  in  case  it 
coold  not  be  found  practicable  efiectoafly 
to  amend  the  Act  of  fast  session. 

Lord  Redetdale  did  not  mean  to  accuse 
tlie  noble  and  learned  lord  of  throwing 
diificohies  in  the  way  of  the  Act  of  last 
session ;  but  where  some  ofllcers  attended 
the  court,  whrht  others  chose  to  disobey 
the  orders  of  the  comnnssToner,  without 
assigning  any  reason  for  so  doing,  it  was 
clear  that  a  oispostcion  esisted  somewhere 
to  thwart  the  execntion  of  the  Act.  As  to 
the^  SQggestfons  of  the  irobfe  and  learned 
lord,  they  chieAy  related  to  the  fbrm  of 
the  jurrsdictron  to  be  erected. 

The  Lord  Chancdfor  was  desiretis  of 
grrmg  erery  possible  assistance  to  render 
eflectctal  the  act  of  the  legislature.  He 
tboogH  however,  that  it  would  be  ad? isa- 
b)e  to  forward  the  temrporary  Bill  a  stage, 
in  order  that  H  nyight  be  avaiTable  before 
the  recess,  in  case  they  should  be  unable 
to  agree  upon  a  proper  Bill  (br  anieidiBg 
the  Act  6f  last  session. 

Lord  Holland  was  decitfedly  hostile  to 
presaing  a  temporary  InsoWent  Bill  at  the 
present  moment;  particularty  a  Brll 
which  stated,  what  had  not  been  proved, 
that  the  Act  of  last  session  haid  been'fbvnd 
ii^ell^ctual.  It  was  not  his  practice  to  deal 
in  insinuations:  it  might  ha?e  been  by 
accident  that  the  commissioner  was  not 
appointed  titl  two  months  after  the  passing 
t>f  the  Act ;  it  might  have  been  by  acci- 
dent that  the  marshal  of  the  King's-bench, 
when  the  court  at  length  met,  chose  to 
disobey  the  order  of  the  court^  and  to 
assign  no  reason  ft>r  such  conduct ;  bur, 
with  all  the  circumstances  in  view  that 
were  notorious  to  the  public,  it  was  a  little 
too  much  to  say  that  the  Act  had  beeil 
fband  ineBectual ;  particularly  when^  after 
ail,  the  difficulties  started  had  been  found 
to  bo  merely  such  as  might  be  easily 
removed.  He  could  not  consent  to  resort 
to  the  mischievous  principle  of  temporary 
Insolvent  BiHs,  when  they  had  the  sound 
principle  of  legislation  before  them  alrea(fy, 
embodied'  in  an  Act  which  only  required 
some  trifltng^  amendhients.  It  was*  ait  ob- 
•ervarloh  of  Mr.  Home  ToofceV,  when 
sobstitutea  were  resorted  to  in  a  timfe  of 
scarcity  for  fihe  flottf,  "  Do  not,"  says  he 
to  some  persons,  •touch  the  barlt?y  brown 
bread  now  offered  to  you  as  a  substitirte ; 
for  if  you' do  you  will  never  get  »  morsel 
of  white  whoaten  bread  as^  long  as  you 
If^.^    So  he  wookl  say ;  do  not  caaort  to 
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the  misehtevoits  temporary  palliatite  of 
Insolvent  fiills,  when  you  have  the  meana 
of  rendering  dBectual  an  Act  founded  on 
a  gteat  prhicrple  of  legislation.   : 

The  Lord  Chtmcelht  admitted  Aat  there 
was  an  irregularity  in  agreeing  to  thd 
second  reading  of  the  temporary  Bill  while 
the  amending  Bill  was  in  progress:  boi 
still  it  was  necessary  that  the  temporary 
Bill  should  be  in  such  a  state  of  forward- 
ness as  to  render  it  possible  to  have  it 
passed  before  the  recess,  in  case  the  other 
should  be  found  incapable  of  execution ; 
and  therefore  the  irregularity  most  besub'* 
mitted  to. 

The  temporary  Bill  of  lord  Ellenborough 
was  then  read  a '  second  time,  with  act 
understanding  that  it  should  be  committed 
on  Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Nocembar  29. 

Lacv  Ain>  SrocRrNG-FEAiiB  Bill.} 
Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Addi»gtoif| 
that  the  Bill  for  contiftuiM  the  Act  for 
inflicting  the  pmiisbnent  ol  death  on  all 
persons  cenvicted  of  anriietously  breaking 
such  frames,  or  cotting  any  lace  or  stock-* 
ings  in  such  frames,  be  read  a  seconti 
time, 

Mr.  J,  Smkk  rose  and  expressed  a  wish, 
that  m  peace  and  tran^ofUity  were  now, 
and  bad  been  for  a  considerable  time 
back,  conopletely  restored  in  the  districts 
to  which  the  Act  referred  to  was  originally 
intended  to  »pply>  the  severe  penalty 
prescribed  by  tbat  Act  should  cease.  He 
saw  no  objection  to  a  Bill  for  extendi^ng 
to  lace-frvmes  the  same  provfsrons  wbieh* 
according  to  an  old  statute,  applied  to 
stocking-frames;  because  otherwise,  should 
the  Act  under  consideration  be  repealed 
or  allowed  to  expire,  the  lace^fVame^ 
would  not  enjoy  the  doe  protection^  of  the 
law.  But  he  had  serious  objections  to  thej 
cofitinuanee  ol  a  laiv  which  he  woul#  lak^ 
the  liberty  of  saying  vwa  Wholty  ineflbc- 
Hvo;  he  knew  from  local' observation,  thalf 
the  penalty  of  deHth  had  the  effbct  of  in^ 
disposing*  persons  to  prosecute  ibt*  suelt 
offences  as  the  Act  bed  \xt  view,  and  there-^ 
fore  there  bad  bee»  no-  CowHciion  under 
k.  Mtrch  infomtation  had  hideed  reached 
him  which  folly  satisfied  hia  mind  epoii 
thia  subject.  Be  would  be  the  hist  mart 
in.  the  world  to  resist  any  measnre  calco^ 
lated  to  prevent  such  outrages  aa  distariMl. 
certain  parts  of  the  country  when  thia  Act 
originally  enected }  bot  he  wa*  tkto; 
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M  well  as  at  present^  persuaded,  that  the 
penalty  prescribed  was  too  severe.  He 
was  also  persuaded,  that  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  those'  outrages  were,  as  they 
themselves  had  longfelt>  actoated  by  mere 
delusion ;  and  from  this  circumstance, 
combined  with  the  commanication  which 
he  had  had  with  the  right  bon.  mover,  he 
was  induced  to  think  that  there  was  no 
reason  whatever  to  apprehend  any  recur- 
rence of  the  outrages  against  which  this 
Bill  proposed  to  provide.  Of  course  there 
was  no  necessity  for  its  adoption.  But 
even  if  such  outrages  should  unhappily 
recur,  be  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an 
Act,  imposing  the  penalty  of  transportation 
ior  seven  years  upon  the  delinquents, 
would  be  more  effective  in  putting  them 
down,  than  the  Act  which  the  bon.  mover 
proposed  to  continue. 

Mr.  JT.  Addingion  expressed  bis  happi- 
ness in  confirming  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  geatleman,  that  tranquillity  was  com- 
pletely restored  in  the  districts  alluded  to, 
aod  therefore  he  should  be  the  last  person 
to  ori^nate  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. But  finding  the  Act  in  existence, 
and  aware  of  its  influence  in  putting  down 
an  alarming  disturbance,  be  thought  it  bis 
duty  to  propose  its  continuance,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  prudence  and  precaution,  to  guard 
against  the  possible  recurrence  of  any 
such  outrages,  and '  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  operate  tn<errorem,  to  prevent  crime^ 
The  rig^bt  bon.  gentleman  added,  that  he 
intended  ohiy  ta  n^ove  the  continuance  of 
the  Act  for  one  year  from  the  1st  of  March 
next. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilfy  said,  that  he  could 
not  think  the  House  disposed  to  accede  to 
this  measure  upon  such  grounds  as  were 
atated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  In 
fact  the  right  hon«  gentleman  had  not  of  * 
fered  any  reason  whatever  to  justify  the 
adoption  of  his  measure,  but  brought  it 
forward  apparently  as  a  mere  matter  of 
course ;  and  such  was  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's line  of  proceeding  upon  a  mea- 
emre  of  no  less  importance  than  the  inflic- 
tion of  a  capital  punishment— than  the 
increase-of  our  already  enormous  mass  of 
capital  offences.  The  House,  in  consider- 
ing this  question,  should  bear  in  mind  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Act  refer- 
red to  was  originally  passed.  A  conspi- 
rary  prevailed  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country— 'bouses  were  broken  open  in  the 
day-time,  stocking  and  lace-frames  were 
deitroyed ;  and  to  meet  those  eyils  this 
Act  was  adopted,  by  which  that,  which 
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before  was  a  simple  felony,  was  rendered 
a  capital  offence.  The  minister  (Mr« 
Perceval)  however,  who  supported  it,  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  also  (Mr.  Ryder), 
declaring  that  the  peculiar  circumsuincea 
of  the  crisis  alone  urged  them  to  bring 
forward  such  a  measure,  which  they  by 
no  means  proposed  to  render  permanent^ 
Ks  continuance  was  limited  to  two  yearsb 
But  now  that  the  disturbances  which  form- 
ed the  argument  in  support  of  this  Act 
had  so  long  ceased — now  that  tranquillity 
was  completely  restored— that  the  tempos 
rary  evil  which  gave  birth  to  the  Act  was 
removed—nay,  now  that  tranquillity  was 
not  only  restored,  but  the  very  causes 
which  were-known  to  have  occasioned  the 
disturbances  complained  of  were  entirely 
done  away— when  the  distresses  of  com* 
merce  and  manufactures  had  totally  dit* 
appeared— whep  such  a  state  of  thioga 
had  arisen,  as  the  nH)st  sanguine  imagina* 
tion  could  not  have  anticipated  at  the 
enactment  of  this  extraordinary  law,  it 
was  proposed  to  extend  its  duration  with* 
out  any  plea  whatever,  either  of  existing 
or  probable  necessity.  The  very  authors 
of  this  law  could  nerer  have  calculated, 
that  by  or  before  the  1st  of  March,  18  U» 
the  distresses  that  gave  rise  to  the  out- 
rages against  wlTich  they  legislated  would 
so  entirely  disappear,  that  our  old  chan* 
nels  of  commerce  sbou(d  be  rc(:opened-i-« 
that  our  manufactures  should  be  restored, 
and  our  manufacturers  in  full  employment 
— and  under  sujch  circumstances  where 
could  be  the  occasion  for  continuing  the 
law  imder  consideration?  He  should  be* 
glad  to  bear  from  any  advocate  for  the 
motion,  against  what  description  of  evil 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  provide,  by 
continuing  this  law  beyond  the  1st  of 
March,  1814,  or  what  sort  of  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  its  discontinu- 
ance ?  If,  then^  no  cause  could  be  assign- 
ed, he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  that 
the  House  would  consent  to  continue  the 
existence  of  a  capital  punishment  merely 
as  a  measure  of  caution  against  imagining 
a  '  possible'  evil,  as  the  right  hon.  mover 
had  stated.  It  was  admitted,  that  there 
had  been  no  conviction  under  tbid  Act ; 
but  it  was  foretold  at  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, that  the  severity  of  the  punishment 
of  deatji  would  serve  to  prerent  prosecti- 
tions ;  therefore  the  Act  was  not  enforced* 
But,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  evil  referred 
to,  or  its  possible  recurrence^  might  be 
fully  provided  against,  as  his  hon.  friend 
behind  bim  (Mr.  Smith)   suggested,  by 
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exfending  the  Act  which  applied  to  stock- 
ing-frames to  Uce-frames  also,  with,  bow-t 
ever,  a  mitigated  penalty  in  both  cases. 
With  respect  to  the  statement  of  the  right 
bon.  mofer,  that  although  he  would  not 
originate  the  law  under  consideration,  he 
thought  it  h\i  duty  to  propose  its  continu- 
ance, because  he  found  it  upon  the  Statute- 
book  :  it  appeared  to  him  (sir  S.  R.)  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature,  as  a  general 
BiOtive  for  legislation.  But  as  to  this  par- 
ticular Act,  how  was  the  House  to  view  a 
nropoaition  calculated  to  put  to  hazard  the 
iires  of  men,  merely  because  an  act  passed 
under  totally  different  circumstances  was 
still  to  be  found  on  the  Statute-book?  If 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  felt  so  much 
Tegard  for  the  value  of  the  statute,  he 
-ought  to  ha?e  some  reispect  for  the  opinion 
of  iu  authors  ^  and  according  to  that  opi- 
nion, this  statute  ought  to  terminate  in 
March  1814.  But  really,  according  to 
the  kind  of  argument  adduced  by  the 
right  hon.  mover,  this  statute  might  have 
unlimited  duration.  For  although  he 
proposed  its  re-enactment  '  for  only  one 
year,  the  argument  he  used  in  support  of 
the  proposition,  namely,  the  appearance 
ef  the  Act  on  the  Statute-book,  and  the 
propriety  of  providing  a^^ainst  any  '  pos- 
sible' disturbance,  might  'be  urged  again 
in  the  next  year.  .  The  reasoning  that 
"was  held  good  by  the  right  hon.  geutle- 
jman  might  be  so  deemed  by  those  who 
ibllowed  him  in  office^  and  so  on  in  suc- 
cession. 

■  Mr.  B,  Baihurst  observed  upon  the 
grounds  alledged  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man for  the  repeal  of  the  law  under  consi- 
<  deration ;  namely,  the  state .  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  severity  of  the  punishment 
prescribed  by  the  law.  As  to  the  first 
ground,  the  question  for  the  House  to  de- 
•cide  was,  whether,  from  the  short  time 
that  had  elapsed  since  the  disturbances 
had  ceased  against  which  the  law  was 
pointed,  it  would  be  prudent  to  repeal  it ; 
lor  himself,  he  could  have  no  hesitation  in 
deciding  in  the  negative;  and  he  felt  that 
many  circumstances  might  be  adduced  to 
justify  that  decision.  Then,  as  to  the 
second  ground,  it  was  asserted  that  the 
■law  was  inefficient — that  there  had  been 
DO  convictions  under  it,  because  ihiere  had 
been  no  prosecutions,  in  consequence  of 
the  sererity  of  the  punishment.  But  no 
.^cts  were  quoted  to  sustain  this  assertion. 
K,  however,  there  were  no  such  facts, 
which  might  be  doubted,  he  should  still 
■iaiatain»  thai  altiiough  some  men  were 
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prevented  from  prosecuting  by  this  seve« 
rity  of  punishment,  he  was  entitled  to 
assume  that  very  many  more  were  pre- 
vented from  crime  by  the  same  severity. 
Tha(  this  law  had  operated  to  prevent 
crime  in  the  disturbed  districts,  he  bad 
not  the  least  doubt.  It  was,  indeed,  to  be 
recollected,  that  tranquillity  had  been  re« 
stored  in  these  districts  before  any  change 
took  place  in  our  commercial  circum* 
stances.  To  what  then  was  this  restora- 
tion of  quiet  to  be  attributed,  unless  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  the  law,  and  the  im- 
proved temper  of  the  people  ?  But  to  re« 
turn  to  the  allegation  that  this  laW  was 
ineffective,  because  there  had  been  no  con- 
victions under  it,  because  it  was  not  enforc-  ^ 
ed  ;  the  House  must  remember,  that  at  the 
time  this  law  was  under  discussion,  it  was 
much  dwelt  upon  that  the  Stocking- frame 
Act  had  never  been  enforced,  mw  as 
the  latter  Act,  which  was  known  to  exist; 
and  prescribed  transportation,  did  not 
operate  to  prevent  crime,  was  it  not  fair 
to  calculate,  that  the  severity  of  the  pcH 
nishment  prescribed  by  the  former  did, 
by  inspiring. terror,  operate  such  preven- 
tion ?  for  the  cessation  of  cri^e  did  im- 
mediately follow  such  enactment. 
'  Mr,  Horoir  supported  the  argument  of 
sir  Samuel  Romilly,  illustrating  the  seve- 
rity of  the  law  under  consideration,  by 
stating,  that  even  an  apprentice,  who 
should  wilfully  cut  any  of  his  (master's 
stockings  or  lace  in  the  frames,  or  any  of 
the  utensils  used  in  the  machinery,  would 
be,  under  this  Act,  liable  to  capital  pu- 
nishment, without  any  proof  of  confede- 
racy or  combination  whatever ;  while  the 
master  would  be  subject  to  punishment  for 
misdemeanor,  if  he  declined  to  prosecute 
the  apprentice  detected  in  such  an  act. 
Afler  pointing  ont  this  case,  which. could 
not  be  denied,  he  thought  it  unsecessary 
to  urge  any  farther  argument  against  the 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  a  law,  which  the 
right  hon.  mover  notwithstanding  propos- 
ed to  continue,  without  even  the  plea  of 
necessity.  There  mieht  be  circumstances 
which  would  render  that  an.  offence  at  one 
time,  which  would  be  quite  innocent  at 
another^  An  act  of  parliament  had  once 
existed  against  drinking  healths,  because 
that  was  a  badge  of  hostility  to^  the 
crown — the  si^n  of  a  disloyal  conspiracy. 
The  cutting  of  stockings  or  lace  might 
two  years  back  be  deemed  a  capital  of« 
fence,  because  such  was  the  conduct  of  a 
daaflerous  combination;  and  yet  sucb 
cutting  might  be  consistently  met  at  tbk. 
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day  by  a  much  leM  severe  ponishment, 
because  the  combiDstion  had  ceased  te 
exist.  Indeed,  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
jelainins  the  capital  punishment  in  the 
Act  under  consideration.  In  point  of  fact, 
this  Act  had  never  been  enforced  either 
at  the  commission  or  elsewhere,  the  de* 
llncjoents  which  the  Act  professed  to  have 
if)  view  being  all  met  by  the  old  esta« 
blished  laws  of  the  land.  By  that  law 
be  wished  the  country  to  be  governed, 
and  it  was  quite  disarranged  by  such  sta- 
tutes as  that  under  discussion.  Such  sta- 
tutes, indeed,  as  were  too  severe  in  com* 
parison  with  the  offence  against  which 
^ej  professed  to  provide,,  only  served  to 
put  the  ingenuity  of  the  judges  in  action, 
iQ  order  to  evade  them.  Unfortunately 
such  statutes  were  to  be  found.  Under  the 
Stabbing  Act,  for  instance,  which  imposed 
a  capital  punishment  upon  any  man  who 
stabbed  another,  even  though  death  did 
not  ensue,  unless  the  other  had  a  weapon 
io  his  hand ;  he  remembered  a  case  in 
vrhich  a  humane  Judge  ruled«  that  a  coach- 
man's whip,  held  in  the  left  band,  and 
resting  upon  the  ground,  was  a  weapon 
which  served  to  save  the  prisoner  from 
tbe  penalty  of  the  Act.  But  how  would 
any  judge  feel,  if  an  apprentice  were 
brought  before  bim  under  the  circum- 
stances he  had  described,  subject  to  the  se- 
vere visitation  of  the  law  under  discussion  ; 
against  the  continuance  of  which,  without 
even  the  shadow  of  necessity,  he  entered 
bis  decided  protest  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bat  admitted  the  general 
reasoning  of  the  last  speaker,  but  denied  its 
application  to  the  measure  before  the 
House.  He  said,  the  (aw  had  been 
found  beneficial,  and  that  was  an  argu- 
ment why  the  House  should  continue  it. 
•  Mr.  Abercromby  opposed  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Act,  on  the  same  grounds  as 
Mr.  Horner,  and  used  nearly  the  same 
arguments. 

Alderman  C  Smiih  ^as  in  favour  of  the 
Act  being  continued.  • 

Mr.  Cawrtenay  lamented  the  discussion 
that  bad  taken  place,  in  consequence  of 
the  predilection  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  H.  Addington)  for  a 
former  measure.  The  Bill  now  would  be- 
come an  instrument  of  cruelty  against 
many  who  might  be  brought  within 
iu  operatioo,  thoueh  originally  directed 
against  a  very  dilerent  description  of 
person^r-tbose  engaged  in  illegal  combi- 
iMitions.  NothiQg  but  necessity  could  jus- 
tify such  a  0M««ujre  as  the  present }  and 


Nov.  29,  1813. 


£214 


the  necesssity  having  ceased,  the  measure 
of  course  ought  not  to  be  revived.  It 
was  now  unnecessary  with  respect  to  those 
against  whom  it  had  been  generally  di- 
rected, and  would  be  cruel  and  oppressive 
to  others.  \ 

Mr.  if.  Addington  admitted,  that  there 
no  longer  existed  a  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure.   The  office,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, carried  on  a  correspoUdence  with 
most  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  in  that 
correspondence  nothing  had  appeared  that, 
called  imperiously  for, the  present  BUI^ 
but  from  the  recent  date  of  the  disorders 
for  the  suppression  of  which  the  Bill  had . 
1>een  enacted,  he  was  led  to  infer,  that  it-, 
still  ought  to  be  continued,  as  a  measure 
of  precaution  and  prevention,  which  had 
originally  been  productive  of  the  piost 
beneficial  effects. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  the  present  time 
was  very  different  from  that  when  the  Bill . 
had    been    introduced    into    the    House. , 
Conspiracy  and  murder,  with  crimes  a(^ 
proaching  to'high  treason,  then  prevailed 
m  the  districts. assigned  for  its  operaftion;  ; 
and  the  penalty  of  death  which  it  im« . ' 
posed  served  as  a  warning  to  the  country 
at  large.    The  crimes,  however,  which  he 
mentioned,  were  now  all  done  away,  and 
not  a  loom  was  now  unemployed,  unless . 
from  want  of  hands  to  work  it.     He  should 
vote  now  against  the  Bill,  for  the  same 
reason  that  he  bad  formerly  voted  for,  it. 

Mr.  Brwon  should   be  guided  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  and   no  .necessity . 
now  existed  ;  he  did  not  choose  to  legb- 
late  upon  speculative  grounds. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  disclaimed  any  such 
intention. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  second  reading,  37-*Against  it, 
15— Majority,  22. 

East  India  Trade.]  Lord  Casdereagh 
stated,  that  it  was  essential  to  carrying 
into  effect  the  Act  of  last  session,  that, 
bullioti  should  be  found  to  carry  on  the 
trade  with  India;  and  that,  therefore,  a. 
trade  must  be  carried  on  with  Asia  and. 
Africa,  under  certain  limitations,  particu- 
larly respecting  the  trade  to  the  Mediter-, 
ranean.  At  present,  he  should  steer  clear 
of  the  question  abput  India-built  shipping,, 
reserving  that  as  a  subject  for  future  and 
distinct  consideration.  The  noble  lord 
concluded,  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill,  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  sub-^ 
jecu  of  this  kingdom  to  and  from  any  of 
the  countries  within  the  charter  o(  the 
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East  India  Company,  and  also  to  other 
countries  nbt  comprehended  within  the 
limits  of  that  charter. . 

Mr.  Alderm4n  Aikms  thought,  ihat 
while  the  Navigation  Act,  subsisted,  the 
commerce  of  this  country  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  foreign  competit]OiL-<-LeaYe  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

.Ml] TINT  Bill.]  In  the  committee  on 
this  Bill,  the  hon.  Mr.  Bennett  wished  to 
know  if  the  Act,  as  it  at  present  stood,  au- 
thorised solitary  imprisonment  ?  He  knew 
that  that  mode  of  punishment  had  been 
resorted  to,  and  was  inclined  to  believe  it 
bad  been  abused. 

Mr.  M.  Sutton  stated,  that  very  few  in- 
stances had  occurred  of  solitary  imprison* 
nient.  |f,  by  the  Act  as  now  worded, 
courts  martial  had  not  that  power,  they 
ought  to  have  it ;  but  he  was  inclined  to 
think  that  the  term  imprisonment  in- 
i;luded  all  kinds  of  confinement  whatever. 

Lord  Palmersion  moved  a  clause  to  pre- 
vent persons,  not  authorised,  from  adver- 
lising  for  recruits ;  which  was  ordered  to 
stand  part  of  the  BiU. 

Mr.  Bamet  again  rose,  and,  afler  aUuding 
to  a  number  of  cases  which  had  come  to 
his  knowledge,  of  a  degree  pf  severity  and 
cruelty  in  the  infliction  of  corporal  pu- 
nishment, which  made  the  blood  run  cold, 
the  hon.  member  moved  a  clause,  that  any 
pfficer  attending  the  first  execution  of  a 
seotence,  and  suffering  the  remainder  to 
\>e  afterwards  inflicted, should  be  cashiered. 

Sir  Samuel  Homilfy  said,  that  he  might 
refer  to  a  high  authority  in  that  House, 
who  had  stated  it  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  il- 
legal to  bring  out  a  man  a  second  time  to 
receive  the  remainder  of  his  punishment, 
a(ler  be  bad  once  suffered  as  much  pain 
as  human  nature  was  capable  of  enduring. 
Besides,  the  terror  of  this  renewal  of  the 
punishment  was,  he  knew,  often  held  out 
to  compel  the  soldier  to  enter  Into  other 
service,  or  what  were  called  the  con- 
demned regiments*  He  hoped  that  a 
country  which  boasted  of  the  mildness  of 
its  punishments,  and  from  which  the 
tortiire  had  been  long  banished,  would  not 
continue  so  disgraceful  a  practice,  and  that 
the  House  would  receive  sonie  satisfaction 
on  the  subject.  The  idea  that  this  sen- 
tence could  in  any  case  be  evaded,  in 
consequence  of  such  an  amelioration  of 
the  law,  was  entirely  chimerical,  as  a 
surgeon  constantly  attended  to  see  how 
much  the  soldier  could  bear. 

Lord  PalmcrHOH^'ii  aot  thiidc  the  ob- 
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jection    so    chimerical   as  the  bon.  and 
learned   gentleman   seemed   to  suppose: 
he  had  heard  of  several  instances  in  which •« 
the  deception  had  been  successfully  prac* 
tised. 

Mr.  Matmeri  Suitan  said  (in  allusion  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Sir  S.  Romilly  with 
respect  to  bimself),  that  he  had  no  hesita* 
tion  in  declaring  his  opinion  of  the  inopro^ 
priety,  injustice,  and  even  illegality  of 
inflicting  the  second  part  of  a  sentence 
after  the  first  had  really  produced  all  the 
suffering  that  was  intended.  But  he 
thought  it  possible  to  evade  the  punish- 
ment altogether  by  means  of  the  proposed 
clause,  and  therefore  he  should  vote  against 
it.  He  was  not,  he  said,  prepared  for  the 
clause  which  the  hon.  member  had  sub- 
mitted, nor,  indeed,  for  the  discussion  of 
the  Bill  at  the  present  moment.  It  was 
brought  forward  thus  early,  that  it  might 
pass  before  the  recess. 

Sir  Samuel  HomiUy  said,  he  had  been 
misconceived  if  be  was  understood  to 
%zy^  that  he  knew,  fron^  any  particular 
information  in  bis  own  possession,  that  the 
practice  had  prevailed,  of  calling  out  men 
to  receive  the  remainder  of  their  puiush- 
ment  after  as  much  bad  b^en  inflicted  as 
they  could  bear:  what  be  had  asserted 
was,  that  after  receiving  as  many  lashes  as 
could  with  safety  be  given,  the  threat  of 
undergoing  the  remainder  was  held  out  to 
compel  them  to  enter  into  particular  kinds 
of  service.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  M.  Sutton)  said  he  should 
negative  the  bringing  up  the  clause,  W 
cause  it  would  retard  the  progress  of  tba' 
Bill ;  but  that  argument  only  afforded  an- 
other reason  for  not  passing  the  Bill  at 
all,  at  this  unusually  early  period  of  the 
session;  for  it  now  appeared,  that  ihty 
were  not  only  going  to  pass  a  Mutiny  Bill 
for  a  much  longer  time  than  heretofore, 
but  all  discussion  was  also  to  be  excluded. 

Mr.  Matmert  Sutton  thought  the  hon.- 
and  learned  member's  argument  would  t>e 
much  stronger  if  any  thing  new  were  pro» 
posed  to  foe  introduced  into  the  Bill  by 
that  (the  ministerial)  side  of  the  House; 
when  it  might  be  urged,  perhaps,  that 
they  were  taking  an  unfair  advanuge  of 
the  presumed  state  of  the  House  ;  and  if 
was  to  thai  supposition  ^lone  that  he  aU' 
ludedy  when  he  used  the  expression  ad«' 
verted  to.  It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  Bill  in  ouestion  would 
not  have  any  operation  till  the  25th  of 
next  March,  and  its  actual  duration  would 
be  no  greater  than  if  passed  tft  thit  period 
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iDBteaJ  of  the  present  The  reason  why 
it  was  now  brought  forward  had  been 
suted  by  his  nobte  friend  on  a  former 
night;  namely, that  as  it  wat  probable 
political  caases  might  render  it  niecessary 
to  extend  the  approaching  adjournment 
longer  than  castomary,  it  woald  be  inex- 

Sedient  to  leave  the  Mutiny  .Bill  to  any 
azard  of  not  being  introduced  in  time 
before  the  existing  one.  expired. 

Sir  Samuel  Romlly  was  aware  that  the 
actual  duration  of  the  Bill  could  only  be  i 
year ;  but  then  it  was  a  year  to  commence 
three  months  hence,  and  that  was  a  per- 
fect noTelty. 

Mr.  Benson  expressed  his  satisfaction 
that  the  present  discussion  had  arisen  ;  as 
it  would,  at  least,  produce  the  good  eflfect 
of  communicating  to  the  world  the  decla* 
ration  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, that  it  was  illegal  to  inflict  upon  a 
soldier  the  remainder  of  any  corporal  pu- 
nishment after  he  had  undergone  as  large 
a  portion  of  it  as  he  could  endure. 
The  clause  was  then  negati? ed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tue$d4i^9  November  SO. 
Mr.  Rote  presented  a  Petition  from  cer- 
tttin  artisans  and  manufacturers  (including 
employers  and  journeymen)  resident  in  the 
county  of  Angus*  Tne  right  hon.  gentle- 
man stated,  that  he  last  year  presented  a 
petition  from  this  county  different  in  its 
object  from  that  which  he  had  now  the 
honour  to  submit ;  for  the  Petition  which 
he  held  in  bit  hand,  and  which  was  signed 
by  between  6  and  7,000  persons,- prayed 
only  that  the  House  would  make  such  al- 
terations in  the  Act  of  the  6th  of  Elizabeth, 
as  to  its  wisdom  might  seem  meet.  With 
respect  to  the  measure  before  the  House 
upon  this  subject,  he  should  express  no 
decided  opinion  at  present,  but  reserve 
bimself  for  the  debate.  The  clauses  in  the 
itatute  of  Elizabeth,  prohibiting  men  from 
following  certain  trades  unless  they  had 
proTiously  serred  an  apprenticeship,  weVe, 
BO  doubt,  in  many  cases,  subject  to  rery 
•erious  objectioi^  The  courts  of  law,  in- 
deed, were  not  willing  to  countenance 
prosecutiona  under  them.  It  had,  in  fact, 
become  exceedingly  unpopular ;  but  yet 
li#  felt  and  must  suggest  for  the  conilide- 
ration  of  the  learned  proposer  of  the  mea- 
amre  alluded  to  (Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow)^  that 
the  total  repeal  of  these  proTisions  would 
be  productiTe  of  as  mnon  inconvenience 
H  iia  totij  enforcement*    For  instance. 


according  t6  these  provbtooi,  none  wore 
permitted  to  practise  ai  apothecaries  or 
attornies  without  serving  a  regular  ap- 
prenticeship, and  so  having  the  opportu- 
nity of  acquiring  adequate  professional 
skill  ;  but  if  these  provisions  were  re- 
pealed, low,  ignorant  and  uninformed 
people  might  undertake  these  profeseioos» 
and  thus  the  repeal  might  become  ma- 
terially injurious  to  the  public.  Again, 
in  many  places  the  service  of  an  appren- 
ticeship conferred  the  right  of  voting—* 
such,  for  instance,  was  the  case  in  the  city 
of  London ;  and  in  some  boroughs  the 
right  of  voting  belonged  exclusively  to 
those  who  had  served  apprenticeships 
within  such  borough  ;  so  that  the  proposed 
repeal  of  the  learned  member  was  liable 
to  many  objections. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Frame  Worxers'  Bill.]  Mr.  H.  Jd* 
dingum  moved  the  committal  of  this  Bill,  t 

Mr.  Homer  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  it  would  not  be  .much  more  ad- 
visable to  abstain  from  farther  proceeding 
upon  this  Bill,  and  to  substitute  another 
measure.  Upon  the  propriety  of  making* 
a  great  part  of  that  a  permanent  law 
which  by  this  Bill  it  was-  proposed  to 
render  a  temporary  Act,  there  could,  he 
thought,  be  but  little  difference  of  opinion. 
That  the  provisions  of  the  28th  of  the 
King,  applying  to  stocking-frames,  should 
be  extended  to  lace-frames^ — that  one 
branch  of  trade  should  enjoy  the  same 
legal  protection  as  another,  was  obviously 
just  and  necessary.  With  respect  to  the 
extent  of  the  punishment  proposed  in  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  the  learned  gentle- 
man re-urged  his  objections  to  it  with 
increased  force,  and  pressed  upon  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  the  propriety  of 
re*considering  the  subject,  particularly 
as  he  had  .  advanced  no  ^reason  for  pro- 
longing the  duration  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary law,  but  that  he  had  found 
it  in  the  Statute-book. — In  consistency, 
however,  with  the  professed  deference  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  Statute** 
book,  he  ought,  as  he  found  this  law 
expiring,  to  submit  to  its  prescription,  and 
allow  it  to  expire.  The  learned  gentle- 
man concluded  with  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  de* 
cline  to  persist  in  a  measure,  the  object 
and  policT  of  which  was  obfiooely  neTcr 
meant  to  be  per^ument. 
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Mr.  H.  Adimgtm  exprewed  his  readi- 
neis  to  attend  to  any  suggestion  from  the 
learned,  gentleman/ and  should  propose  to 
moTe  the  postponement  of  the  committee 
until  Thursday,  in  order  to  afibrd  time  for 
further  consideration.  The.  right  hon. 
geiitleman  added,  that  the  finding  of  this 
Uiw  upon  the  Statute-bpok  was  not,  as  the 
learned  gentleman  had  asserted,  his  only 
reason  ibr  bringing  forward  this  measure  : 
the  recency  of  the  disturbances  a^^ainst 
which  the  Act  was  originally  pointed, 
being,  as  he  before  stated,  the  principal 
reason  that  influenced  his  mind. 

The  committal  of  the  Bill  was  postponed 
until  Thursday. 

Police  Magistratbs.]  Mr.  H.  Ad- 
dingion,  in  moving  for  a  committee  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  granting  an 
increase  of  salary  to  the  Police  Magis- 
trates, observed,  that  these  meritorious 
officers  had  had  no  advance  of  salary 
since  the  year  1792,  when  the  salary  of 
each  was  settled  at  400/.  a-y'ear,  which 
anm  was  at  present  obviously  inadequate. 
It  was, clearly  desirable,  that  such  selec- 
tions  should  be  niade  as  lo  insure  that 
these  offices  should  be  filled  by  persons  of 
respectability  and  competent  intelligence; 
and  his  noble  relation  at  the  head  of  the 
]K>me  department,  who  was  alive  to  the 
cotisideration,  concurred  with  him  in 
thinking  that  an  advance  of  salary  to  these 
officers  was  peculiarly  just  and  necessary. 
There  could  indeed,  he  thought,  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  added  (in  a  tone 
which  we  could  not  distinctly  hear,  but 
as  we  understood  him),  that  the  proposed 
advance  should  be  such  as  to  raise  the 
salary  .of  each  magistrate  to  600/.  a-year. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee,  it  was  resolved,  upon  the  mo*, 
tion  of  Mr.  Addington,  that  it  is  expedient 
to  make  farther  provisions  to  defray  the 
expence  of  the  police  department  in  Mid- 
dlesex and  Surrey,  and  for  the  more  effec- 
tual administration  of  justice  within  the 
said  counties. 

The  House  being  resumed,  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

DuTiBs  ON  BjtANDT.]  The  House  having 
resolved  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Act  of 
the  40th  of  his  present  Majesty  respecting 
dotiet  on  Brandy; 

'  Th9  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  obterred, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  exportation  of 
our  colonial  and  other  produce  to  the 
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enemy's  territory,  under  the  system  of 
licences,  a  quantity  of  brandy  had  among 
other  articles  been .  imported  in  return, 
which  brahdy  had  been  for  some  time 
locked  up  in  our  warehouses,  the  home 
consumption  of  it  being  prohibited  by  the 
existing  law;  but  the  object  of  that  law 
having  been  to  secure  our  own  market  to 
colonial  produce,  which  object  was  pecu- 
liarly warranted  by  circumstances  now  no 
longer  existing,  it  was  not  deemed  incoii* 
sistent  to  consider  the  case  of  the  owners 
of  the  brandy  alluded  to,  who  had  now  to 
apply  to  the  indulgence  of  the  legislature 
for  relief.  The  hardship  which  these, 
owners  suffered  must  be  obvious ;  and  it 
must  be  recollected,  that  in  bringing  the 
brandy  into  this  country  they^procared  a 
vent  for  colonial  produce,  at  a  time  when 
that  vent  was  extremely  desirable  for  the 
relief  of  colonial  traders,  who,  fVom  the 
altered  state  of  Europe,  and  the  conse-. 
quent  multiplication  of  markets  for  their, 
commodities,  could  not  materially  suffer, 
by  the  relaxation  of  the  law  which  he  bad 
to  propose.  Besides,  this  relaxation 
would  serve  to  bring  into  the  Exchequer 
no  less  than  1,500,000^  JThe  right  hon. 
gentleman  described  his  proposition  as 
being  to  impose  an  additional  duty  of  two 
shillings  a  gallon  upon  the  brandy  so 
warehoused,  which  addition  would  bring 
the  whole  duty  to  24t.  a.  gallon ;  conse-^ 
quently  a  decided  advantage  would  still 
be  secured  to  our  colonial  and  other 
spirits  ;  and  as  the  proposed  arrangement 
respecting  brandy  would  be  limited  to  the 
3 1  St  of  March,  those  interested  in  the  colp- 
nial  trade  would  have  less  reason  to  com- 
plain,-as  the  measure  would  cease  before 
the  arrival  of  their  annual  produce.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  having  moved  ac- 
cordingly ; 

Mr.  Brawn  expressed  his  dissent  from 
the  proposition,  because  it  involved  an  ab- 
solute violation  of  one  of  the  ilirst  priti-^ 
ciplesof'our  commercial  interest,  which 
was  that  of  giving  encouragement  to  our 
own  colonial  produce,  to  the  exclusion  of 
foreign  brandy.  That  such  a  system  of 
encouragement  rested  upon  the  wisest 
grounds,  he  thought  a  proposition  quite 
indisputable ;  and  therefore  the  nest  - 
course  for  government  and  parliament 
would  be,  firmly  to  maintain  that  system. 
He  was  extremely  sorry  then  to  witness, 
the  disposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  depart  from  the  principle  of  that  system. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  allow 
himself  to  be  urged  to  lach  departure  by 
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particular  catet  of  alleged  bardsbiip,  be  ' 
would  find  such  cases  so  multiply  upon 
hiiD,  as  wholly  to  deprive  the  country  of 
the  practical  benefit  of  the  principle  be 
had  stated.  As  this  question  materially 
affected  very  important  interests,  be  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  proposition  bad  the  assent  of 
those  interests  ;  because,  if  so,  his  objec« 
tion  to  it  would  be  diminished  ?  But  as 
the  case  appeared,  he  could  not  satisfy 
his  mind  without  entering  his  decided 
protest  against  the  motion  ;  as  he  should 
eyer  do  against  the  slightest  deviation 
from  a  principle  which  ought,  in  bis 
judgment,  to  be  held  sacred. 
.  Mr.  Rose  denied  that  the  proposition  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  involve  the  de- 
parture which  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
jbad  just  sat  down  professed  to  apprehend 
from  the  principle  which  he  maintained ; 
that  principle  was,  to  secure  to  rum  an  ad- 
vantage over  brandy  in  our  home  con- 
sumption; and  did  not  the  very  material 
difference  of  the  duty  on  those  articles 
produce  that  security  ?  Nay,  would  not 
the  security  be  augmented  by  the  very 
proposition  before  the  committee  ?  for  by 
this  proposition  the  difference  between  the 
duty  on  rum  and  brandy  would  be  still 
farther  increased.  The  duty,  indeed,  on 
brandy  would  by  this  proposition  become 
omoch  higher  than  it  had  ever  been  be- 
fore. It  could  not  be  unknown  to  the 
bon.  gentleman,  that  the  duty  on  foreign 
spirits  had  been  always  greater  than  that 
on  domestic  spirits;  and  therefore  the 
4egblature  never  lost  sight  of  the  principle, 
tha^  every  due  preference  should  be  given 
to  our  own  produce.  But  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  principle,  if 
pushed  to  the  extent  which  he  seemed  dis* 
posed  to  maintain.  For,  suppose  in  our 
commerce  with  friendly  nations  we  were 
to  raise  our  duties  very  high,  with  a  view 
to  the  hon.  gentleman's  principle,  the 
consequence  might  \>e,  that  they  would  so 
raise  their  duties  in  retaliation,  as  very 
materially  to  injure  our  trade.  As  to  the 
Went  India  interest,  he  could  not  see  that 
it  bad  any  right  whatever  to  complain  of 
the  proposition  brought  forward  by  his 
bon.  friend ;  for  it  was  through  a  wish  to 
serve  that  interest,'  that  the  brandy  al- 
Jpded  to  was  brought  into  the  country. 
But  with  respect  to  the  hon.  gentleman's 
'  observation,  that  tbe  consent  of  that  inte- 
rest to  this  measure  ought  to  be  obtained, 
be  could  never  agree  to  the  extraordinary 
principle^  that  that  House  should  not  pro- 
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ceed  to  legislate  upon  any  subject,  with'^ 
out  obtaining  tbe  consent  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  object  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Protheroe  concurred  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  the  West  India  inte- 
rest could  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
his  proposition  ;  but  protested  against  the 
principle,  that  a  consideration  ot  revenue 
should  be  preferred  to  that  of  oar  com- 
mercial interest;  or  that  any  encourage- 
ment should  be  given  to  the  produce  of 
the  enemy,  because  such  encouragement 
must  obviously  tend  to  lesten  the  pressure 
of  the  war  upon  him. 

Mr.  Ro9e  maintained,  that  no  such  pre- 
ference as  the  hon.  member  had  asserted 
had  at  all  appeared,  particularly  in  this 
transaction.  If,  indeed,  any  dispositida 
to  such  preference  existed — if  a  solicitude 
for  revenue  were  tbe  paramount  consi- 
deration of  the  government,  this  brandy 
would  not  have  been  allowed  so  long  to 
remain  in  the  warehouses. 

Mr.  Brawn,  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
he  did  not  say  that  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  argued.  He 
only  said,  that  if  the  parties  interested  in 
this  proposition  approved  of  its  introduc- 
tion, his  objection  to  it  would  be  dlmi» 
ntshed. 

Mr.  Marryait  supported  the  motion; 
and  observed,  that  tne  brandy  had  been 
imported  into  this  country  under  the  li- 
cence system ;  the  object  and  policy  of 
which  was,  not  to  encourage  the  produce 
of  the  enemy  (as  the  hon.  member  for 
Bristol  appeared  to  apprehend),  but  te 
promote  the  disposal  ut  oui  own. 

The  Chancelhr  qf  the  Exckequtr  wished 
to  be  clearly  understood,  that  the  propo* 
sition  before  the  committee  applied  only 
to  the  brandy  already  warebousedt  and 
that  it  was  by  no  means  intended  to  render 
the  measure  permanent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to* 

HOUSE   OF. LORDS. 

Wednesday f  December  I. 

Insolvent  Debtors.]  The  Bill  for 
amending  the  Act  of  last  session,  for  the 
relief -of  insolvent  debtors  in  England, 
passed  through  a  committee,  and  was  re- 
ported without  amendment. 

On  the  report,  lord  Redesdale  moved 
some  verbal  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  was  ord^ed  to  ba 
ingrossed. 

The  Lard  Chancdlar  observed,  with  r^ 
spect  to  lord  EUenborti^h's  temporary 
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IiMolrent  Bill,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
lo  make  some  alterations  in  it,  in  order 
that  the  two  Bills  might  go  on  together ; 
and  with  the  view  that  there. might  be  no 
delay  he  moved.  That  the  Standing  Orders 
be  taken  into  consideration  to-morrow  and 
Friday ;  so  that  the  temporary  Bill  might, 
if  necessary,  pass  through  two  stages  'in 
one  day,  and  at  all  events  be  passed  on 
Friday. 

Lord  Redesdale  was  of  opinion,  that  his 
amended  Bill  would  remove  all  the  diffi- 
calties  that  had  occurred  in  the  execution 
of  the  Act  of  last  session ;  but  he  acknow- 
ledged that  time  and  experience  could 
alone  render  the  permanent  system  per« 
feet.  He  was  therefore  willing  to  agree 
to  the  temporary  Bill,  with  the  alterations 
suggested,  in  order  that  a  speedy  discharge 
might  take  place  of  the  debtors  at  present 
in  custody;  with  the  thorough  under- 
standing that  no  temporary  Insolvent  Bill 
would  be  again  resorted  to  by  the  legisla- 
ture. On  the  subject  to  which  he  bad  ad- 
verted on  a  former  night,  respecting  the 
marshal  of  the  Kins^s- bench  not  having 
obeyed  the  order  of  the  commissioner,  or 
assigned  any  reason  for  such  conduct,  he 
had  been  waited  upon  by  the  marshal, 
who  stated  to  him  that  he  did  send  an 
apoloffy  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer.  He 
(lord  Redesdale)  did  not  think  the  apology 
sufficient;  but  certainly  the  sending  an 
apology  made  an  alteration  in  the  case. 

Lord  Ellenboraugh  said,  it  was  the  far- 
thest from  his  intention  to  advocate 
the  conduct  of  any  individual  who  dis- 
obeyed the  luw ;  but  gaolers  acting  at 
their  own  peril  might  reasonably  enter- 
tain doubts,  until  better  informed,  as  to 
whether  they  might  be  liable  to  an  escape 
for  bringing  up  their  prisoners  under  the 
authority  of  tb  is  jcomt.  He  had ,  however, 
no  doubt,  that  under  the  Act  of  last  ses- 
sion, as  it  stood,  they  would  be  completely 
indemnified  in  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  court  constituted  by  the  Act,  and 
the  point  had  been  settled  in  the  court 
of  KingVbench  a  few  days  since  by  a  de- 
cision to  that  effect.  There  could  there- 
fore no  longer  be  any  difficulty  upon  this 
head.  With  respect  to  his  temporary 
Bill,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  the  altera- 
tions suggested,  in  order  that  the  two  Bills 
might  go  on  together. 

The  Lard  CkanceUor  stated,  that  he  had 
no  doubt  whatever,  that  gaolers  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  court  consti- 
tuted by  the  Act  of  last  session  would  be 
completely  indemnified  for  any  act  done 
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under  Such  authority.  With  respect  to 
the  temporary  Bill,  the  alterations  he  pro- 
posed to  make  would  be  short ;  in  the  first 
place  to  introduce  a  new  preamble,  that 
there  might  be  nothing  in  it  of  the  repeal 
of  an  Act  which  the  House  had  agreed  to 
amend  ;  and  then  to  add  a  clause  or  two 
to  regulate  the  mode  in  which  persons  who 
had  gone  through  the  forms  under  the 
Act  of  last  session  might  apply  for  relief 
under  this  Bill.  The  two  Bills  might 
thus  be  passed  together. 

Lord  Holland,  after  the  candour  whicl^ 
had  been  displayed,  felt  himself  called 
upon  no  longer  to  oppose  the  temporary 
Bill,  with  the  alterations  suggested  by  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack. 
With  respect  to  what  he  had  stated  regard^ 
ing  the  marshal  of  the  King's-bencb,  ha 
had  received  a  letter  from  that  gentleman, 
mentioning  that  he  had  sent  an  apology  to 
Mr.  Serjeant  Palmer,  for  not  bringing  up 
his  prisoners  as  ordered  ;  the  fact,  there- 
fore, of  his  having  sent  an  apology,  so  far 
made  an  alteration  in  the  case. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  December  1. 

Lord  Stanley  brought  up  a  petition  from 
several  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  against 
the  Bill  for  repeating  the  5th  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Serj.  Onslow  said,  he  by  no  means 
rose  to  object  to  the  petition  being  brought 
up;  but  merely  to  observe,  that  he  thought 
much  misapprehension  had  gone  abroad 
respecting  the  Bill  which  he  had  given 
notice  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  in  on 
this  subject.  If  he  should  receive  per- 
mission of  the  House  to  bring  in  his  Bill, 
he  could  assure  the  House  and  the  public, 
that  it  had  never  been  withih  his  contem- 
plation, to  interfere  in  the  smallest  degree 
with  chartered  rights,  nor  would  it  affect 
those  descriptions  of  persons  who  appear- 
ed to  have  taken  alarm  on  the  subject.  As 
to  attornies,  he  believed  they  did  not  come 
within  the  limits  of  the  5th  £tiz. ;  for  by 
an  Act  of  Geo.  2,  serving  a  clerkship  of 
five  years  to  any  attorney  jegularly  ad- 
Uiitted  by  the  courts  in  Westminster- ball, 
entitled  any  person  to  practise  the  pro* 
fession ;  and  he  bad  always  thought  apo- 
thecaries were  etxmpted  from  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth.  His  only  aim  in  bringing  in  a 
Bill  on  the  subject,  if  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so,  was,  to  remove  a  great 
number  of  difficulties  and  inconveniencies 
to  which  many  tritdes  were  liable  firom 
the  provisions  of  that  Act. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»$] 


y^M  Jkdi^  Ttyi^e. 


Dke.  I,  I81S. 


im 


.  'Afr.  K^ur  md^  ttiere  might  b«  a  doubt 
whether  altornies  were  wuhio  tb«  Act  of 
£iisab«th  ;  but  lie  thought  apoibecaries" 
certainly  were ;  lor  no  man  could  act  asi 
an  apoihecary,  without  having  served  an 
9pprentice6hip  of  seven  years. 

Tha  P€iiiioo  wai  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
ifae  table. 

.  Brandy  Duty.]  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
miitee  upon  the  Brandy  Duty  Act  being 
brought  up,  and  a  motion  made,  that  the 
Sesolution  of  ihatoommitte'e  relative  to  an 
additional  war  duty  on  brandy  should  be 
read, 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkim  thought  that  the 
duty  upon  brandy  should  be  farther  ad- 
vanced at  least  two  shillings  a  gallon; 
.whiqh  would  produce  between  40  and 
'50,000/.  to  the  revenue,  without  occasion- 
ing any  just  complaint. 
.  The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  acknow- 
ledged the  public  spirit  which  induced  the 
Suggestion  of  the  worthy  alderman;  but 
after  due  consideration,  the  amount  of  the 
advance  which  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  pro- 
pose  to  the  House,  was  deemed  sufficient 
under  all  the  circumstances. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  con* 
aidering  the  expediency  of  an  additional 
allowance  to  magistrates  was  brought  up; 
and  being  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  that 
tbe  committee  upon  the  Police  Bill  be  ^m- 
'powered  to  make  provision  pursuant  to 
4he  said  Resolution. 

East  India  Tbadb.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  East 
India  Trade  Regulation  BilL 
.  A$r.  Fmlay  rose,  rvot,  he  faid,  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  but  to  submit  some 
observations  upon  the  line  of  policy  to 
which  the  roeature  referred*  It  seemed 
extraordinary,  that  the  British  merchants 
were  in  all  cases  upon  at  least  an  equality 
with  foreigners,  excepting  ip  places  under 
Ibe  doastnion  of  our  India  Company  ;  and 
it  must  strike  tferj  reflecting  equitable 
man  with  surprise,  that  such  a  system  of 
vwqoality  should  be  allowed  to  exist  with 
regard  .40  territories  acquired  and  main- 
iained  by  British  arms,  in.  which  indeed 
ao  miBcb  British  capiul  was  invested*  By 
ibe  Act  of  last  sessions  it  was,  no  doubts 
proTided,  that  British  merchants  were  al- 
lowed to  trade  with  India;  but  under 
very  many  restrietions  and  limitations, 
from  which  foreign  merchants  trading  to 
the   JSfi^   were  entirely  frae*    The  fo- 
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raigner,  for  instance,  was  at  liberty  tq 
trade  to  India  in  a  vessel  of  any  size  ha 
thought  proper,  and  to  take  his  home 
cargo  for  sale  to  any  market  in  Europe  ,ot 
elsewhere.  .  From  this  advantage,  it  waf  ' 
notorious  that  America  and  other  states 
derived  considerable  benefit.  In  fact,  tq 
the  profits  which  it  yielded,  the  meaii# 
which  America  "^  possessed  of  waging  bet 
present  unnatural  war  with  this  country 
might,  in  a  great  massure,  be  attributed* 
But  he  confessed  himself  quite  unable  tq 
understand  the  grounds  of  such  policy,  aa 
would  allow  any  foreigners  to  enjoy  ad« 
vantages  of  trade  with  our  own  territori^ 
from  which  British  merchants  were  ex^ 
eluded^  Yet,  by  the  present  Bill,  it  was 
proposed  to  sanction  such  exclusion,  by 
prohibiting  British  merchants  from  carry* 
ing  India  produce  to  any  European  ports  | 
while  foreigners,  as  he  before  observedf 
possessed  that  very  material  advantage* 
The  disadvantage  of  such  an  arrangement 
to  British  merchants, cocdd  not  be  dis« 
puted ;  for  it  was  perfectly  clear,  that  no 
British  merchant  would  bring  East  India 
sugar,  or  other  articles  of  India  produce^ 
to  the  port  of  London^  if  ha  were  not  coort 
pelled  to  do  so;  particularly  while  ha 
could  dispose  of  such  articles  on  so  mucii 
better  terms  at  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam, 
and  other  places,  to  which,  however,  tha 
foreign  merchant  was,  under  the  law,  quite 
at  liberty  to  take  any  Indian  cargo* 
Upon  what  principle,  be  would  ask,  could 
such  a  difference  in  favour  of  the  foreigner 
be  justified  or  excused?  ,or  why  should 
the  trade  be  thrown  open  to  the  foreigner^ 
while  British  merchants  were  thus  re«« 
strained?  If  the  East  Indian  territories 
were  governed  upon  the  same  principleaa 
our  western  colpnies,  the  British  mer- 
chants would  not  have  the  reason  to  com« 
plain  which  existed  in  this  case ;  because 
here  the  foreigner  was  admitted  to  par* 
ticipate  of  a  trade,  on  terms  far  more  ad« 
vantageous  than  those  granted  to  the  Bri* 
tish  merchant.  And  the  consequence  of 
this  arrangement  would  be,  that  the  prin« 
cipal  part  of  the  East  India  trade  was 
likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  foreignerSi 
because  it  would  give  them  a  decided  ad« 
vantage  in  the  European  markets.  This 
was  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  because  i( 
was  a  known  fact,  that  nuire  of  East  India 
goods  had  in  several  years  been  sold  at 
Hamburgh*' and  Copenhagen,  than  in  this 
country.  Therefore  those  who  had  tha 
best  opportunity  of  taking  those  goods  t^ 
tlie  continental-  markets  nuist  enjoy  .a  dat 
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cided  advantage ;  and  yet,  according  to 
the  policy  to  which  the  Bill  before  the 
House  referred,  the  British  merchants 
were  to  be  deprived  of  even  the  chance  of 
Competition  in  those  markets.  For  him- 
uelfr  he  declared  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive any  just  ground  to  prevent  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  noble  lord's  Bill  from  being 
pushed  farther,  by  allowing  British  mer- 
chants  to  carry  East  India  produce  to  £o- 
tope,  as  well  as  to  the  other  quarters  spe- 
ciBed  in  the  Bill.  He  could  not  suppose, 
that  such  an  extension  of  the  principle 
would  receive  opposition  from  any  quarter 
entitled  to  attention;  for  he  could  not  ap- 
prehend that  the  India  Company  would 
feel  any  jealousy  against  the  proposition, 
or  would  attempt  to  oppose  it.  But  if 
even  such  opposition  should  arise,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  attend  to 
the  claims  of  justice,  and  take  care  that 
British  merchants  should  not  be  excluded 
from  an  advantage  of  trade  with  our  own 
territories.  He  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
an  expectation  generally  prevailed,  that 
British  merchants  would  be  admitted  to 
enjoy  the  advaVitages  he  had  described, 
by  extending  the  liberal  principle  of  the 
Aoble  lord's  Bill;  and  he  hoped  the  noble 
lord  would  be  induced  to  propose  such  an 
exten9ion  before  the  close  of  the  sessions. 
Lord  Castlcreagh  felt  no  hesitation  in 
Expressing  his  concurrence  with  the  hon. 
member's  principle,  as  to  the  propriety 
0f  throwing  open  to  British  merchants 
every  description  of  our  trade,  that  to  the 
colonies  alone  excepted  ;  those  colonies 
having  their  own  system,  upon  the  merits 
of  which  'system  he  did  not  at  present 
think  it  necessary  to  state  any  opinion. 
But  while  he  thus  concurred  with  the  hon. 
member,  be  could  not  think  this  the  pro- 
per time  for  proposing  the  extension  re- 
commended by  him.  Upon  bringing 
forward  the  proposition  before  the  House, 
he  stated  the  reason  on  which  he  acted. 
He  thought  that  as  there  appeared  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  degree  of  ex- 
le;ision  which  his  proposition  hkd  in  view, 
it  was  desirable  to  have  it  enacted  before 
the  recess ;  while  the  propriety  of  a  fur- 
ther extension,  which  might  give  rise  to 
controversy,  should  be  postponed  to  a 
more  convenient  period.  For  himself,  he 
was  free  to  declare,  that  he  saw  na  reason 
why  British  nderchants  should  not  be  ena- 
bled to  compete  with  foreigners  in  the 
sale  of  Indian  produce  in  any  market 
whatever  ;  and  particularly  in  that  which 
was  the  most  raluable,  namely,  the  mar- 
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ket  of  Europe.  This  ability  British  mer- 
chants could  not  be  expected  to  possess, 
if  compelled  to  bring  their  cargoes  to  an 
English  port,  while  the  foreigners  were  at 
liberty  to  take  a  direct  route  to  any  Eu« 
ropean  market  they  thought  proper. 
When,  therefore,  the  moment  should 
come,  that  tiie  competition  of  foreigners 
in  this  trade  was  to  be  apprehended,  the 
subject  referred  to  by  the  hon.  member 
would  demand  the  immediate  attention  of 
parliament.  But  at  present,  when  no  fo- 
reign competition  existed,  it  was  deemed 
more  advisable,  on  various  grounds,  that 
our  merchants  should  bring  their  Indian 
cargoQ*  to  England — should  make  this 
country  the  emporium  of  trade,  and  hence 
to  take  the  Indian  produce  to  the  conti* 
nent,  with  an  assortment  of  other  articles 
of  our  produjce  and  manufacture,  and  so 
prove  advantageous  to  our  general  com- 
merce. If, '  however,  America  or  any 
other  state  were  trading  with  the  East^ 
there  could  not  be,  in  his  judgment,  anv 
successful  resistance  to  the  hon,  member  s 
principle.  He  trusted  that  the  commerces 
of  foreigners  with  our  eastern  territories 
would  never  be  prohibited ;  but  as  it  was 
known  that  America  could  not,  and  that« 
for  reasons  unnecessary  to  detail,  no  Eu- 
ropean state  was  likely  for  some  time  to  • 
engage  in  any  Indian  trade,  it  did  not 
seem  necessary  immediately  to  press  tb« 
principle  maintained  by  the  hon.  member 
to  the  extent  of  his  desire.  When,  how« 
ever,  the  trade  of  foreigners  with  India 
should  be  resumed,  he  had  no  doubt  that 
parliament  would  be  found  attentive  to 
the  claim  of  the  British  merchant,  and 
that  foreigners  would*  not  be  allowed  to 
enjoy  any  such  preference  as  the  hon, 
member  so  justly  d(;precated. 

Mr.  Pr(HherGt  said,  that  be  felt  pecu- 
liarly happy  from  the  statement  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
been  disappointed  to  find  that  the  princr- 
pie  of  the  Bill  before  the  House  was  not 
carried  farther  ;  but  he  was  satis6ed  with 
the  noble  lord's  explanation.  As  to  the 
India  Company,  he  could  not  see  upon 
what  ground  they  could  feel  any  jeak>usy 
against  the  proposed  or  desired  extensioii 
of  the  British  merchant's  tirade  in  Indian 
produce ;  because  the  object  of  such  ex- 
tension was  not  to  interfere  with  their 
interests,  but  with  the  interests  of  fo* 
reigners,  to  whom  it  was  impossible  the 
India  Company  could  be  disposed  to  grant 
any  preference. 

Tm  Bill  was  read  a  second  time.^ 
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Tkundmf,  Ikcemher2. 

Insoivbnt  D£btor«.]  Lord  Redes- 
Me's  Bill  for  amendiag  the  Act  of  last 
sesQion  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
in  England  was  read  a  third  time  and 
psMed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com« 
mittee  on  lord  Ellenboroogh's  temporary 
Insolvent  Bill.— Several  amendments  were 
made ;  and  a  clause  was  added,  enacting 
tbat  nothing  in  this  Act  should  affect  the 
Act  of  last  session,  or  prevent  any  person 
from  obtaining  his  discharge  onder  that 
Act.  A  new  preamble  was  also  inserted, 
•  stating  specially  the  grounds  for  passing 
the  Act ;  being  expressly  for  the  more 
speedy  discharge  of  the  persons  now  in 
eustody  to  whom  the  Act  applies.-^A 
proviso  was  likewise  added,  excepting. 
from  the  benefit  of  the  Act  sheri£&'  offi- 
cers, Serjeants  at  mace,  &c.  who  had  em* 
bezzled  the  monies  of  their  employers. 

The  standing  orders  having,  been  taken 
into  consideration,  the  report  was  received, 
and  the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  the* 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

T^icr^y,  December  2. 

East  India  Trade.]  Upon  lord  Cas* 
tleteagh's  moving  the  committal  of  the 
East  India  Circuitous  Trade  Bill ; 

Mr.  C.  Grant,  after  expressing  iiis  re< 
cret  that  he  was  not  in  the  House  yester* 
day,  when  soo^e  observations  were  made 
«pon  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  which  he 
deemed  of  considerable  importance,  re- 
quested that  any  further  progress  upon  it 
night  be  postponed.  As  it  materially 
concerned  the  interests  of  the  India  Com- 
pany, they  naturally  required  more  time 
for  the  consideration  of  a  measure,  with 
the  merits  of  which  they  had  but  very 
recently  become  acquainted ;  for  it  was 
only  that  day  that  a  copy  of  this  Bill 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  directors. 

Lqrd  Casikrcagk  felt  greiit  pleasure  in 
complying  with  the  request  of  the  hon. 
member,  and  should  therefore  postpone 
his  motion  until  Monday  next.  He, 
however,  thought  it  proper  to  'observe, 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of 
any  difference  of  opinion  upon  the  merits 
of  this  Bill ;  and  in  agreeing  to  the  post- 
ponement required,  he  did  so  in  the  un- 
(deratanding  that  the  jaaeasore  woidd  be 
onricd  bcwf  ihe  holidays, . 
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Mr.  Pawceu  observed,  that  the  India  , 
Company  were  not  alone  interested  in 
this  measure,  as  our  manufacturers  wem 
also  materially  concerned.  For  if  British 
dierchants  were  allowed  to  carry  India 
produce  to  the  .Havannah,  the  Brazils, 
and  other  contiguous  places,  tbat  produce 
would  be  very  likely  to  find  its  way  into 
our  colonies,  and  interfere  with  the  British 
manufacturers,  whom  the  trader  in  East 
India  commodities  could  easily  undersell, 
from  the  comparative  cheapness  of  labour 
and  materials  in  the  East.  In  this  view^ 
he  thought  that  the  measure  before  the 
House  required  time  for  very  ample  con* 
sideration* 

Mr.  Finlay  rose  to  correct  a  misconcep-  . 
iion  of  his  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last,  and 
who  appeared  to  conceive  that  the  Bill 
before  the  House  proposed  to  grant  some 
extraordinary  advantages  to  British  mer- 
chants; whereas  it  only  went  to  allow 
them  the  same  advantages  as  were  already 
enjoyed  by  foreigners.  For,  as  the  case 
stood  at  present,  if  any  Swedish  or  Rus- 
sian subject  should  think  proper  to  trade 
to  India,  they  might  carry  India  produce 
to  the  places  mentioned  by  his  hon. 
friend,  and  so  engage  in  the  competition 
he  deprecated.  Sut,  as  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  sentiments  and  inte- 
resu  of  British  manufacturers,  they  had 
no  apprehension  of  any  competition  likely 
to  be  created  by  this  or  by  any  Bill  of  a 
similar  nature. 

The  committal  of  the  Bill  was  postponed 
till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Decemlfer  3. 
Appeals — Dempsteb  ».  the  Magis- 
trates OF  St.  Amdeew's.I  The  Lord 
Chancellor  observed,  that  he  had  addressed 
several  observations  to  the  House,  on  a 
former  day,  relative  to  the.  several  points 
which  were  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  this  case.  Before  he  proposed  to  their 
lordships  to  come  to  that  judgment  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  given,  he  wai 
induced  to  repeat  to  them  the  substance 
of  the  remarks  he  had  already  made  upo(|L 
the  merits  of  this  question*  It  was  his  in« 
tention  to  move,  that  the  interlocutors  of 
the  court  should  be  remitted,  and  he  did! 
not  perceive  how  their  lordships  could 
adopt  anv  other  decision.  There  were 
parts  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  below 
upon^which  the  House  was  not  able  to 
form   a   distinct  opinion*     This  was  • 
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cTaim,  on  the  one  hand,  to  certain  pro* 
perty  in  the  liberties  of  the  corporation  of 
St.  Andrew's ;  and,  on  the  other,  it  wa» 
the  setting  up  of  a  right  to  keep  off  what* 
eTer  night  spoil  the  ground  for  ihe  exer- 
cise  of  the  game  of  golf.  This  pririlege 
of  enjoying  a  healthful  exercise  and 
ainasement,  was  claimed  not  only  for  the 
corporation  and  the  people  of  Si.  An- 
drew's, but  for  all  others,  wherever  they 
way  come  from,  if  they  chose  to  phy  at 
Ifolf  within  the  links  of  St.  Andrew's. 
The  coart  of  session  had  decided,  that  the 
rabbits  of  which  the  respondents  com- 
plained Wight  be  removed  ;  bet  it  did  not 
appear  how  that  effect  of  the  decision 
could  b^  carried  into  execution.  It  was 
not  ordered  that  the  appellant  shookl  re- 
more  them;  and  afterwards  by, the  sus- 
pension (a  proceeding  in  Scotland),  when 
the  subject  came  again  before  the  court, 
it  appeared  that  the  respondents  were  not 
aotborised  to  kill  all  the  rabbits,  bat  such 
as  might  come  into  certain  parts  of  the 
liberties.  Then  how  were  they  to  be  re- 
moved, and  by  whom^  A  question  had 
also  been  raised  at  the  bar,  where  it  was 
contended  by  one,  that  the  whole  of  these 
ribbits  ought  to  be  removed  or  destroyed; 
and  by  another,  that  a  part  only  could 
pos.sibly  fall*  under  such  a  decision.  On 
this  part  of  the  argument  bis  lordship's 
gravity  bad  been  disturbed ;  for  it  ap- 
p^eated,  that  one  part  of  these  creatures 
was  indigenous  ;,  while  others  were  brought 
there  from>  England  j' others  from  dlflerent 
links  and  places  in  Scotland ;  and  others 
again  had  atiisen^  which  were  a  compound 
ef  this  variety.  He  regretted,  however, 
that  this  case  should,  from  necessity,  he 
remitted  to  the  court  of  session  ;  for,  on 
th&  one  hand,  being  a  North  countryman 
himself,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  admiring  the  game  of  golf; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  see 
how  a  right  like  that  claimed  by  the  res- 
pondents, not  only  for  themselves  bat  for 
the  whole  world,  could  exist,  to  the  pre- 
vention of  a  man's  using  his  own  property  ? 
For,  on  this  ground,  the  objection  to^ 
Keeping  rabbits  would  also  apply  to  keep- 
ih'g  black  cattle,  which  were  likely  to  do 
more  damage  to  the  earth  than  the  scratch^ 
m^%  of  rabbits.  It  would  aho  prevent 
llier  keeping,  of  sheep,  or  any  other  species 
0^  animals.  This  was  a  species  of  war 
which  had  been  pertinaciously  pursued 
by  the  parties.  He  believed  Pliny  had 
inenttoned  tbeTircomstance  of  theBiilearie 
hltod^,'  whose  mbabitttnts  made  war  upon 


rabbits,  arid  bsri  m  amy  to  deflroy  and 
drive  them  from  the  country.  But  neither 
in  this  Balearic  war,  nor  in  any  subse- 
quent one,  was  more  spirit  maniifefted, 
than  in  this  war  ef  the  whole  world  against^* 
the  rabbits  of  St.  Andrew's.  The  MWe 
and  learned  lord  then  movt<&,  '•  That  the 
interlocutors  and  suspension  be  remitted, 
for  re- consideration,  as  to  those  points 
upon  which  the  House  wanted  additional 
inforoNition."— Ordered  accordingly. 

Insolvbnt  Debtors.]  Lord  Elltn- 
borough's  temporary  Insolvent  Bill  wa» 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  JOeamber  3. 
Insolvent  DEBToas  AmbnbMbkt  Bn.i.J 
Mr.  LockfuLTU  conceiving  this  Bill  to  havtv 
a  natural  reference  to  the  principle  oftba- 
Act  of  last  session,  which  principle  had^ 
not  then,  in  bis  judgment,  undergone  ai% 
adei^te  discn^sion,  took  this  opporrunitv' 
to  make  a  few  observations  upon  it.  it 
was  impossible,  indeed,  at  it  appeared  to 
his  mind,  to  coasidar  this  Bill  wiifaoul  ad** 
verting  to  the  Act  of  last  session,  tha 
difficulties  in  the  execution  of  wbiab  this 
Bill  proposed  to  remove ;  and  no  doubt 
these  difficulties  were  like^  to  be  obviated 
by  U,  Ihe  noble  author  of  the  original  Act 
having  evidently  applied  great  industry' 
and  ingenoity  to  the  eonsideration  of  the 
measure.  This  Act,  however,  proposing 
to  make  a  very  material  ak'ersttion  in  th# 
common  law  of  the  country,  it  was  pecu-^ 
liarly  the  doty  of  the  Hoose  to  consider 
the  effect  of  that  aheration.  The  commoiv 
law  had  given  to  a  creditor  the  body  of 
his  debtor  as  a  security  for  payment,  aiNl 
that  security  this  Act  proposed  in  a  great 
measure  to  take  away.  As  to  the  crowded 
state  of  our  ga6ls,  which  was  emphatically 
dweft  irpon  as  an  argumetft  for  this  estra* 
ordinary  measure,  be  cookl  not  believe^ 
that  that  circumstanee  was  owing  so  rouell 
to  the  obduracy  of  English  creditors,  atf 
to^  Che  extrti^agaAca  of  debtora.  In  ad* 
verting  to  the  principles  of  the  cemmon 
law  with  respect  to  debtor  and  creditor^ 
I  be  did  not  mean  io  eontend  that  treditors 
should  possess  an  ancontronedf  discretioa 
over  the  castody  of  debtors.  On  the  cen« 
trary,  he  appn^ved  of  theinferpasitioHef 
the  legislafara  to  modify'  the  principle  of 
the  eommoR  law.  But  the  qoeslioA  waa^ 
how  that  modffieaeioR  ahoald  ba  regukrtedt 
If  too  strict  *apportim}iy  iraraM  ba  aft 
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fbrdtd  to  creditor!  to  frttify  vindictive 
powiofM,  to  iojore  IraoMnity ;  tad  if  too 
]%x,  idleRett,  rhooghtkMMSs,  and  pro- 
fligacy  would  be  encooragcd.  The  Act, 
in  prescribing  that  a  debtor  moat  be  im* 
priioned  three  montbt  befoiQe  be  oooU 
obtain  liberation  upon  surrendering  bit 
property,  might  be  very  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  both  debtor  and  creditor  ;  for 
ijiat  period  would  too  probably  pass  in 
spending  the  property  which  ought  to 
belong  to  the  creditor,  and  in  deteriorating 
the  noral  habits  of  the  debtor.  But  as  a 
piNiishmfnt  it  was  obvious,  thit  three 
months  affbrded  an  insufficient  protection 
to  creditors,  by  hot  holding  out  any  ade- 
ifuate  terror  to  prevent. the  thoughtless  or 
idle,  and  still  less  those  of  bad  principles, 
lirom  contracting  debts.  Therefore,  he 
aobmitted,  that  upon  so  great  a  departure 
frem  the  principle  of  oar  common  law,  as 
the  Act  under  consideration  involved,  this 
eircemstance  was  a  serious  defect.  But 
there  was  another  defect  in  the  Act,  which 
appeared  to  hnn  much  mere  exceptiooa- 
b)o';  namely,  that  no  debtor  was  com' 
pelted  to  give  up  his  property  at  the  expi< 
Mtion  of  three  months;  but  might  ren^in 
in  prison,  if  he  thought  proper,  to  squander 
%be  property  of  his  creditors.  He  was 
•wore,  that  if  a  debtee  could  be  proved  to 
l^ve  improperly  disposed  of  his  property 
IB  prison,  he  was  deprived  c4  the  benent 
of  the  Act ;  bat  why  not  assioMlate  the 
Act  entmly  to  the  Scotch  law-  of  the 
€i$0h  bimomm,  which  was  quoted  as  a  pre- 
cedent for  it,  by  compelling  the  debtCN*  to 
avtrender  his  property  to  his  creditors? 
and  such  a  provision  would  dtminrsh  the 
objections  em^tained  with  respect  to  the 
short  period  of  three  months  imprison^ 
ment.  Firam  a  deH berate  revtew  of  this 
law,  the  hon.  membt^r  conceived  that  one 
of  two  consequences  roust  result  from  its 
existence ;  either  that  persons  would  be- 
come more  extravagant,  or  that  moch  fess 
credit  wooM  be  given.  It  might  be 
orged,  that  creditors  ought  to  be  more 
circumspect;  that  the  people  of  this 
coentry  were  much  m^re  ready  lo  gite 
credit  than  those  of  other  nations ;  and 
that  hence-  the  prodigal  were  improperly 
affin'ded  fociHties  for  the  mdulgence  of 
their  habits;  bet  then  by  the  rigid  ob« 
servance  of  this  rule  of  circumspectten, 
the  honest  and  industrie^is,  to  whom  credit 
was  tndsspensably  necessary,  and  whoSe 
success  was  desirable  f9f  the  public  in- 
Merest,  night  very  materially  sui^.  For 
ibtN  WM  'Whti  wa»  called  »  ^  mwM 


credit,^  which  was  easenlial  in  this  coon^ 
try;  imd  any  measure  at  all  likely  to  U^ 
foot  that  credit,  shoold  be  weighed  witls 
the  otmost  cantion. 

There  was  one  class  of  creditora  not  at 
all  noticed  in  this  Act ; ,  namely,  theed 
who  Bufiered  from  frivolous  and  vexatious 
action^  and  •<^vg^  in  vain  the  recovery 
of  their  costs.  The  debtor  for  such  costs 
bad  the.samc'  relief  under  this  Act  as  anyt 
ordinary  debtor.  Thus  no  adequate  re- 
straint was  provided  to  prevent  the  vindic^ 
tive  or  the  profligate  from  wantonly 
bringing  actions  against  honest  men; 
Sorely  such  cases  required  some  speciel 
attention,  as  well  as  those  of  cHm.  con,  or 
malicious  injuries.  For  the  principle 
which  rendered  punishment  justifiable  in 
the  latter,  applied  also  to  the  former.' 
But  while  this  Act  released  a  man  afker 
three  months  imprisonment,  however  hO 
might  have  trespassed  upon  property,  o^ 
even  were  he  guilty  of  assault  and  batterv^ 
unless  a  particular  averment  appeared  iri 
the  declaration,  it  alfo  gave  liberation  to 
a  vexatious  or  amliciotts  prosecutor,'  such 
as  he  had  described.  Ail  such  were  re« 
leased  at  the  ef»d  of  three  months.  ThuO 
the  poor  might  be  vicious  with  compara« 
tive  imponity  ;  for  no  otie  could  pretend 
that  three  months  imprisonment  furnished 
any  material  terror  to  such  deprarad  per^ 
sons  as  he  bed  alluded  to.  It  was  the 
boast  of  the  low  of  this  country,  that  h 
aflforded  redress  for  every  wrong,  and  that 
there  were  ^  none  abeve  the .  law  ;  but 
really,  by  the  operation  of  this  Act,  many 
would  be  forced  below  the  law.  For  in^ 
stance,  how  oi^en  might  revengeM  mali-* 
cious  persons  be  forward  to  bring  ait 
action  perhaps  of  the  most  injorieos  kind, 
against  the  objects  of  their  revenge*  and 
malice,  if  the  only  hazard  of  the  experi- 
ment were  to  be  three  ninths  imprison- 
ment. He  c6ald  not  help'  pronouncing 
this  case  a  most  serious  omission  in  the 
Act.  But  there  was  also  another  serious 
omission;  for  the  Act  msrde  no  distinction 
between  the  debtor  who  availed  himself 
of  every  legal  expedient  to  increase  his 
plaint'(#^s  custs  upon  a  debt  clearly  and 
indisputably  .due,  «and  the  debtor  who 
proniptly,  and  without  litigation,  acknow- 
ledged (be  justice  of  the  claim  upon  biro* 
That  two  such  debtors  shbuM  have  the 
same  facility  of  release  was  evidently  % 
defect.  In  his  opmion,  provision  should 
be  muds  in  this  new  cods  to  allow 
debtors,  ff  they  thought  it  just,  to  ackiA>w«< 
Mfg9  their  debte  at  oiicry:  and  thus  mifm 
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.creditors  '  from  cotks;  and  a  disimction 
should  «zi8t  between  tvch  a  debtor  and 
one  who  wantonly  sobjected  his  creditor 
to  costs.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
with  stating,  that  he  would  not  oppose  the 
farther  progress  of  this  Bill ;  although  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  express  his  opinion  upon 
the  measure  to  which  it  referred*  and  the 
merits  of  which  woold|  he  hoped;^  be  more 
folly  discussed  in  a  future  session. 

Sir  S*  Romilfy  thought  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's observations  inapplicable  to  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  and  rather  referring  to 
the  Act  of  last  session  ;  the  principle  of 
which  was  simply,  that  a  debtor  should  ob* 
tain  his  freedom  upon  giving  up  his  pro- 
perty. To  this  Bill,  which  merely  had  in 
view  the  carrying  that  principle  into 
eflfect,  and  the  execution  of  the  Act  of 
last  session,  he  hoped  that  no  obstruction 
would  be  giveUii— As  to  the  hon.  member's 
obsecvations,  there  was  no  doubt,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  present  Bill,  we  must 
wait  to  see  (he  operation  of  the  original 
Act  before  every  defect  could  be  provided 
against;  and  probably  the  hon.  member, 
by  turning  his  attention  to  the  subject, 
might  be  able  to  suggest  some  useful  im- 
provements. The  hon.  member  had 
stated,  that  no  distinction  was  made  in  the 
Act  alluded  to,  with  respect  to  such 
debtors  as  availed  themselves  of  certain 
legal  expedients  to  increase  the  costs  of 
their  creditors ;  but  the  way  to  cure  that 
evil  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  any 
distinction  in  this  Act,  but  to  do  away 
these  expedients  themselves.  For  in- 
stance, he  could  not  see  the  justice  of 
allowing  writs  of  error  where  there  was  no 
substantial  error,  and  where  the  proceed- 
ing only  served  to  produce  delay  and 
costs.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  no  writs 
of  error  should  be  allowed,  unless  such 
error  were  certified  by  two  counsel.  This 
change  would,  in  his  judgment,  prove  a 
very  material  improvement.  He  was 
anxious  to  attend  in  all  cases  to  the  inte- 
rest of  the  creditor  as  well  as  that  of  the 
debtor ;  and  the  state  of  our  law  between 
debtor  and  creditor  appeared  to  him  to  be 
such  as  to  require  many  serious  amend- 
ments. It  was  too  harsh  towards  the 
person,  and  too  relaxed  towards  the  pro- 
perty of  the  debtor.  He  could  not,  for 
instance,  imagine  any  reason  why  free* 
bold  and  copyhold  property,  and  property 
in  the  funds,  should  not  be  rendered  re- 
sponsible for  the  payment  of  a  man's 
delfts.  So  strongly"  indeed  was  he  im- 
piessed  with  this  opiniooy  that  it  was  his 


intiention  to  bring  forward,  after  there*, 
cess,  when  there  would  be  a  full  opportu- 
nity for  discuJuion,  a  measure  similar  to 
that  which  he  some  years  ago  felt  it  his 
duty  to  submit  to  the  House,  for  making 
freehold  property  subject  to  the  payment 
ef  debts  after  the  debtor's  decease. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Rbpoet  prom  thb  Committee  of  Sup-  . 
PLY.]  Mr.  Lushington  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to^  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of 
the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resoldtions  which  they  had  directed  him 
to  report  to  the  House  ;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
are  as  follow : 

1.  That  ^  sum,  not  exceeding  ]0,000L 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  acc9unt^ 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  five 
troops  of  dragoons,  and  thirteen  com- 
panies of  foot,  stationed  in  Great  Britain^ 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  c6rpa 
employed  in  the  territorial  possessions 
of  the  East  India  Company,  for  the 
year  1814. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2i800/X)0/* 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  em« 
bodied  militia  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of 
the  royal  corps  of  miners  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  for  the  year  1814. 

3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  500,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty »  upon  account^ 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  general 
and  staff  officers,  and  officers  of  the  hospi* 
tals,  serving  with  his  Majesty's  forces  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  the  charge  of  his 
Majesty's  garrisons,  for  the  year  1814. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  20,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon,  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay 
for  supernumerary  officers  of  his  Majesty^ 
forces  for  the  year  1814. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  200,000/.  • 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  al- 
lowances to  the  principal  officers  of  se« 
veral  public  departments  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  their  deputies,  clerks,  and 
contingent  expences,  and  of  the  amount 
of  Exchequer  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  pay« 
master-general,  for  the  year  1814. 

6.  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  140,0002. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  half-pay 
to  redqced  officers  of  hii  Maiesty's  land 
forces  including  the  iedace4  omcers  of 
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his  Majesty's  British  American  forces,  an4 
of  the  Scotch  brigade  late  in  the  service  of 
the  Sutes  General^  for  the  year  1814. 

7.  That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  10,000/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  military 
allowances  to  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's land  forces,  including  his  Majes- 
ty's British  American  forces,  for  1814. 

8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  300,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and 
<R]t  pensioners  of  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham 
hospitals,  and  of  the  internal  expences  of 
ihe  said  hospitals,  for  the  year  1814. 

9.  That  «  sum,  not  exceeding  30,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  pensions 
to  be  paid  to  widows  of  officers  of  the  land 
forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1814. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  155,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  yolunteer 
irorps  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  year  1814. 

11.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  400,000/. 
i>e  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  local 
militia  force  to  be  maintained  in  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1814.     ' 

12.  Thatasum,  not  exceeding  1,000,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  Foreign 
corps  in  the  service  of  the  United  King* 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the 
year  I8r4. 

13.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Royal 
Military  College,  for  the  year  1814. 

14.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  15,000/., 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Royal 
Military  Asylum  at  Chelsea,  for  the  year 
1814. 

15.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  allow- 
ances to  retired  chaplains,  and  of  allow- 
ances to  clffgymen  officiating  with  his 
Majesty's  forces  at  home  and  abroad, 
includin^^  the  expences  of  the  office  of  the 
chaplain  general,  and  other  contingencies, 
for  the  year  1814. 

16.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  100,()00/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  meOicines 
and  surgical  materials,  for  his  Majesty's 
land  forces,  and  of  other  hospital  contin- 
#M^  for  the  year  1814. 
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17.  That  a  sdm,  not  exceeding  30,000^.« 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  i^harge  of  allow* 
ances  on  the  compassionate  list  to  chil- 
dren of  deceased  officers  of  the  land 
forces,  and  to  widows  of  officers  of  the 
said  forces  not  entitled  to  the  pension,  in- 
cluding the  allowance,  as  of  hb  Majesty's 
royal  bounty  to  several  officers,  and  to  the 
relatives  of  certain  deceased  officers,  for  tha 
year  1814. 

1 8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1 1 0,000/. 
be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
commissariat  department  in  Ireland,  in- 
cluding the  charge  of  forage  for  tha 
cavalnr  in  that  part  of  the  United  King*' 
dom,  for  the  year  1814. 

19.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/, 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  allow* 
ances,  compensations,  and  emoluments,  in 
the  nature  of  superannuation  or  retired 
allowances,  to  persons  belonging  to  several 
public  departments  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  i^espeot  of  their  having  held  anjr 
public  offices  or  employments  of  a  civil 
nature,  for  the  year  1814. 

20.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1 50,000l» 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  upon  account, 
towards  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
barrack  department  in  Ireland,  for  the 
year  1814. 

21  •  That  a  sum,notexceeding  3,000,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  on  account, 
towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ser- 
vices of  the  army  of  Great  Britain  an4 
Ireland,  for  the  year  1814. 

The  several  Resolutions  were  agreed  to, 
the  chairman  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

Frame  Breakers'  Bili<.]  On  Mr.  H. 
Addington's  moving  the  committal  of  thb 
Bill, 

The  Auoffuy  General  expressed  his  wish 
to  state  to  the  House  his  ideas  on  a  subject 
which  had  created  a  great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion* He  then  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  in  which  that  law  was 
passed,  and  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
districts  which  had  rendered  that  law  ne- 
cessary. If,  by  the  salutary  terror  it  had 
created,  order  bad  been  re-established, 
they  certainly  had  obuined  an  invaluable 
blessing  at  a  comparatively  trifling  incon- 
venience. The  present  state  of  Europe, 
too,  added  to  the  operation  of  that  law, 
bad  so  contributed  to  restore  order  and 
perfect  tranq[«iUityi  that  should  tbeBill  ba 
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new  for  the  first  time  introduced,  no  man 
could  tbijik  it  necessary.  But  ^bere  a 
Jaw,  after  efieciing  lo  miTcb  good*  was  at- 
tended with  no  inconvenieiice  to  any  one, 
and  held  only  terror  to  the  guilty,  it  was 
certainly  a  harmless  experiment  to  con> 
tjnue  it  for  some  time  longer;  always 
recollecting,  that  what  had  once  come  to 
pass  might  happen,  again.  But  as  some 
:^bon.  and  learned  gentlemen>  and  especially 
an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  hit,  sir  S. 
Romilly,  whose  suggestions  were  always 
entitled  to  the  greatest  deference,  had  ex- 
pressed great  objection  to  the  offence  of 
frfme-breaking  being  made  a  capital  fe- 
lony, he  intended  to  propose  to  the  com- 
mittee to  enact  a  less  severe  punishment, 
and^  at  the  same  time,  to  make  the  Act 
jrarmanent  on  the  Statute-book,  for  the 
preservation  of  manufacturing  property. 
JTbe  Act  to  which  his  hon,  and  learned 
jfriepd  had  principally  alluded,  and  which 
be  wished  to  substitute  for  the  present 
Bill,  was  an  Act  of  the  28th  of  his  present 
Majesty,  by.  which  the  breaking  tip  of 
manufacturing  frames  was  punishable  by 
.no  less  than  seven,  nor  more  than  fourteen 
years  transportation.  His  intention,  in 
,the  present  instance  was,  to  make  the 
offence  punishable  by  transportation  for 
life^  His  principal  reason  was,  that  from 
the  ho^t  sources  of  information  he  had 
been  able  to  command,  he  had  learnt  that 
convicts  for  life  were  much  more  tractable, 
and  made  much  better  members  of  society, 
than  those  transported  for  a  term  of  years : 
ihe  first  expecting  no  alleviation  from  a 
fate  which  was  to  last  for  life,  but  in  their 
good  conduct,  by  which  they  were  soon 
Jidmitted  as  settlers  in  the  colony  ;  where- 
as the  others,  always  impatient  under  a 
restraint  which  they  considered  as  tem- 
porary, sighed  only  in  the  bitterness  (ind 
exasperation  of  disappointment,  for  the 
moment  which  was  to  bring  them  back  to 
J  he  scene  of  their  former  wickedness.  He 
also  wished,  that,  in  mitigated  cases,  the 
Judges  might  be  authorised  to  recommend 
the  culprit  to  a  less  punishment;  or,  in 
fact,  if  it  was  preferred,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  leave  the  period  of  transportation  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judge.  Another  clause 
of  the  former  Act  which  he  would  propose 
,to  repeal  was,  that  which  made,  it  incum- 
bent on  persons  injured  to  prosecute,  und^r 
the  penalties  of  a  misdemeanor.  But  this 
.was  intended  at  the  time  to  protect  prose- 
entors  from  private  revenge,  by  seeming 
jto  compel  them  to  come  forward.  He  did 
jipi  thinik.  that  tbe  Hate  of  tbe  country  re^ 
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quired  such  a  strong  measure;  and  h^ 
would  leave  the  prosecutor,  in  thisparticu* 
lar  case,  in  the  same  situation  in  which  be 
stood  by  law  for. every  other  offence. 

Sir  ;S.  Rtmilly  thought  there  was  some 
objection  against  proceeding  in  the  way 
recommended  by  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man (the  Attorney  General).  It  was.  pro- 
posed to  continue  a  law  which  had  beed 
originally  introduced  as  a  mere  temporary 
measure,  and  to  keep  the  terror  of  that 
law  still  in  existence,  though  no  occasion 
for  such  terror  existed.  The  nature  of 
the  original  measure  would  be.  entirely 
altered  by  thus  making  it  permanent.  I91 
his  opinion,  it  would  be  much  better  to 
drop  the  Bill  altogether,  and  bring  in  a 
new  one.  The  present  Bill  had  reference 
merely  to  stocking  and  lace*  frames.  The 
machinery  used  in  cloth  and  other  roanii- 
factures  were  not  at  all  protected  by  it ; 
and  yet  there  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  protected  as  well  as  the 
others — they  came  under  the*  very  sam(^ 
principle.  It  was  a  very  momentous 
question,  that  should  not  be  decided,  in  so 
hasty  a  way.  With  respect  to  what  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Attorney  Ge« 
neral)  had  said  on  the  subject  of  Botany 
Bay,  there  was  an  important  differencfS 
of  opinion  upon  that  point.  Tlie  opinion 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  many  yearsi 
governor  of  Botany  Bay  wis  quite  con- 
trary. Tbe  opinion  of  •  that  gentleman 
was,  that  the  persons  transported  for  liiia 
were  the  most  desperate  and  the  most 
incorrigible  of  the  whole  colony.  They 
were  the  very  worst  there;  and  the  reason 
he  assigned  was,  because  they  cousidered 
their  case  desperate  ;  and  for  that  reaso|) 
they  had  laid  aside  all  thought  of  amend- 
ment, and  corrupted  the  rest  of  the  pri- 
soners. The  report  of  the  committee 
which  had  sat  upon  this  sufcyec^t  should  be 
taken  ,  into  mature  consideration.  .  Thie 
number  of  persons' likely  to  suffer  under 
this  Bill  was  extremely  small.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  necessity  for  the  BiU,  but 
certainly  none  for  making  that  permanent 
which  was  originally  temporary,  an4 
changing  entirely- the  nature  of  the  pu- 
nishment. When  it  was  stated  the  other 
day  in  the  Hotise^  that  the  Bill  might 
possibly  have  such  an  operation,  as  ip 
subject  to  death  an  apprentice  for  injuring 
the  frames  of  his  master,  a  worthy  alder* 
man  said  it  was  monstrous  and  incredibla 
that  such  a  Bill  could  have  passed  th# 
UousiB.  Yet  tbe  Bill  did  pass  the  Houses 
and  that  worthy  alderman  himself  vatt4 
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far  it.  It  tPQold  be  eMjr  tQ  alter  the 
words  of  the  Act  in  such  a  manni&r  ai  not 
to  comprehend  cases  like  that  of  the  ap- 
prentice. Every  thing  said  by  the  right 
Aoo.  gentleman  went  upon  general  prin- 
ciplesy  and  yet  the  Bill  was  to  be  confined 
to  a  particular  Act.  The  incoiiTenience 
in  bringing  in  another  Bill  would  be,  that 
some  delay  might  arise;  during  that 
delay,  howerer,  the  Bill  before  in  exist- 
ence would  be  sufficient  for  the  protection 
of  frames. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  having  resolved  into  the  committee, 
Mr.  Horner  said,  that  he  should  wait  to 
aee  how  this  Bill  came  out  of  thje  commit- 
tee before  he  made  any  furth«»r  observa- 
tion upon  it. 

Mr.  Eden  stated,  from  his  experience  iu 
the.  committee  respecting  transportation 
to  Botany  Bay,  that  evidence  appeared 
directly  contradictory  to  the  statement  of 
the  learned  gentlemen,  respectihff  the 
comparative  conduct  of  the  several  classes 
of  transports.  According  to  that  evidence, 
indeed,  the  persons  transported  for  limited 
periods  were  very  often  reformed,  while 
those  transported  for  life  generally  continu- 
ed depraved  and  desperate.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded,  with  expressing  a  wish 
that  government  would  attend  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  committee  alluded  to,  with 
respect  to  the  improvement  of  the  civil 
and  criminal  courts. 

The  Auamey  General  said,  that  the  sob* 
ject  last  referred  ta  by  the  hon.  |;entle- 
maa«  was  under  the  consideration  of 
government ;  and  that  papers  were  before 
him  (Mr.  G.)  respecting  those  courts, 
which  would  have  been  decided  upon 
before  now,  if  he  had  not  wanted  that 
assistance  which  a  recent  appointment  had 
happily  afforded  him  [alludiuK*  we  sup- 
pose, to  Mr.  Segeant  Shephercrs  appoint- 
ment as  Solicitor  General]. 

Mr.  J,  Smith  expressed  bis  satisfaction 
with  the  change  which  was  proposed  to 
be  Ibade  in  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  conse- 
quence of  that  change  it  would  prove  moi'e 
effectual  for  its  object  than  the  measure  to 
which  it  was  to  succeed. 

The  Attorney  General's  proposition  was 
agreed  to^  the  House  resuined,  the  report 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  farther 
considered  on  Monday  next. 
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Stuurda^,  December  ^.  _, , 

Insolvent  Debtors.]    On  the  order  I  probable  that,  when  they  met  again,  ex* 
(VOL.XXVH.)  I,     (R) 
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Qf  the  day  being  read  for  the  House  to 
go  into  a  committee  on  the  Insolvent  Deb- 
tors' Bill, 

.  Mr.  LocilA^/ wished  that  the  committee 
should  be  postponed  till  Monday,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  be  better  able  to 
consider  what  amendments  it  might  be 
necessary  to  make  in  the  Bill     He  had 
himself  looked  over  it  with  attention,  and 
had  found  in  it  many  things  which   re- 
quired to  be  amended.     The  first  was, 
that  the  debtor   must  first  swear  to  his 
schedule,  and  then  be  examined  touching 
the  truth  of  it  afterwards.    This  be  con- 
sidered incongruous,  and  likely  to  lead 
men  to  perjure  themselves.     The  state* 
ment  in  the  schedule  of  the  apparel  of  the 
petitioner's  wife  and  family  would  lead  to 
great    inconvenience.      The     inventory 
would,  in  many  instances,  be  very  lon^, 
and  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time.     His 
next  objection ,  was,  that  the  debtor  was 
not  to  be  discharged  until  he  had  made 
an  assignment  of  his  property  to  the  pro- 
per   officer.    Now    he   understood    that 
nobody  Would  accept  of  the  office,  because, 
whoever  did,  would  be  involved  in  con- 
stant litigation  respecting  the  property  so 
assigned  to  him.    A  great  inconvenience 
would  arise  from  the  debtor  being  brought 
up  to  be  discbarsed,  in  custody  of  the 
jailor.    That  would  occasion  a  great  ex-^ 
pence,  when  the  place  of  discharge  was  at 
a  distance  from  the  place  of  the  debtor's  . 
confinement.    In  this  Bill  also  there  was 
no  exemption  made  from  the  doty  on 
stamps,  as  in  the  former.    The  serving  of 
notices  on  each  of  the  creditors  he  thought 
would  be  tedious  and  expensive  ;  and  the 
insertion  of  the  debtor's  schedule  in  the 
Gazette,  and  in  the  newspapers,  would  be 
quite   sufficient.     For    these  reasons   be 
requested  the  boq.  gentleman  would  allow 
the  committee  on  the  Bill  to  stand  over 
till    Monday,    when  he  should  produce 
some  clauses  which  he  hoped  would  ob- 
viate these  defects. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  that  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pressed  the  postponement  df  the 
committee,  he  had  little  objection  to  it ; 
but  he  would  suggest  to  him,  that  it  wan 
desirable  this  Bill  should  pass  as  soon  as 
possible.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that 
so  great  an  innovation  on  the  law  as  this 
was,  could  be  made  perfect  at  first.  He  . 
thought  the  exceptions  of  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  to  the  Bill  required  more  delibera- 
tion than  coujd  be  given  them  before  thsf 
adjournment  of  the  House ;   and  it  waa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S48]       HOUSE  OF  L0BD8, 

perienee  would  point  out  other  improve* 
ments  to  be  made  in  \U 

Mr.  Kenrick  said  a  few  wordt  against 
delay ;  and  in  answer  to  an  obserration 
that  bad  been  made  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  creditors  coold  not  compel  their 
debtors  to  gire  np  their  property,  he  ob- 
serrf  d,  thst  when  the  Bill  came  hereafier  to 
'  be  discussed  and  amended,  it  was  his  fixed 
determination  to  propose  a  clause  to  com- 
pel all  debtors  who  had  property  of  any 
kind,  and  were  living  extravagantly  on 
the  same  in  prison,  and  lauffhing  at  their 
creditors,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  Act, 
and  to  gire  up  their  property  to  thenr 
creditors. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  commit- 
tee ;  in  wbich«  a  clause  was  added,  to 
compel  all  printers  of  newspapers  to  insert 
the  adyertisements  of  prisoners  at  the  rate 
of  Ss.  for  the  first  50  words,  and  6i.  for 
every  10  words  above  50;*  The  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday* 
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M<mdty,  DfctmbtrO* 
StAvy  Tra0X.]     Lord    lUbmd,  after 
requesting  the  indulgence  of  the  Honae 
for  introducing  the  saibject  of  the  Slave 
Trade  without  a  question  before  t^  Houae, 
expressed  regret  that  so  Uttle  progress  iMd 
been  made  in  the  attempt  to  proveat  the 
practice  of  carrying  on  the  skve  trade 
under  foreign'  flags.     As  he  hoped  that 
the  result  of  the  late  operations  oH  tkm 
continent  would  be. the  re*esftablislinest 
of  peace,  be  could  nof  help  calling  the 
attention  of  ministers  to  this  soliject.    The 
trade  had  been  once  carried  on  to  a  vary 
Ipreat  extent  under  the  Dutch  flag ;  and 
in  any  treaty  with  I^lland,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  ministers  to  insert  a  clause  for 
the  prevention  of  carrying  on  the  traffic , 
in  question  under  the  flag  of  that  country. 
He  did  not,  however,  expect  that  ministers 
would  give  any  particular  explanation  of 
what  was  to  be  done  in. the  event  of  a 
treaty  with  that  power.    In  the  present 
circumstances  it  would  be  improper  to  do 
so.    He  only  wished  that  their  attention 
should  be  called  to  the  subject;    He  dkl 
not  however  mean  to  say,  that  ministers 
had  been  negligent  in  Uiis  respect.    He 
|;a?e  them  credit  for  every  desire  to  carry 
into  complete  effect  the  wishes  of  tha  le- 
gislature, and  of  the  country ;  but  it  was 
matter  of  muqb  regret,  that  so  little  pro-* 
gress  had  hitherto  been  made.    He  was 
wry  that  an  article  of.  tbo  description 


firiricfa  ho  bad  laeatloned  bad  not  been  In* 
traduced  into  the  ^aty  with  Spain.    Ho 
rogreUed  his  being  obliged  lo  say,  with 
-all  his  admiration  of  the  Spanish  m^ion, 
and  of  the  admirable  struggle  which  they 
had  made  for  their  hidependence,  that  the 
slave  tnJ&c  was  carried  on  under  their 
flag  to  a  very  considerable  escjtoBt.    He 
again,  however,  must  repeat  bis  hopes, 
that  no  exertions  would  be  nefflected,  on 
the  part  of  ministers,  to  put «  final  stop,  if 
possible,  to  the  slave  trade,  among  all  the 
powers  with  whom   they  had  any   i|i.* 
flnenoe. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerpooi  repealed,  what  he 
had  often  stated  before,  that  every  principle 
which  had  induced  the  legislature  (o  pass 
the  Slave  Trade  Abolition  Act,  operated 
with  ministers  to  use  every  endeavour 
to  accomplish  the  abolition  of  the  traf- 
fic among  foreign  powers.  ,  The  very 
priocrples  on  which  the  abolition  hs^ 
been  opposed,  led  them,  since  it  was 
abolished  here,  to  endeavour  to  render 
that  abolition  oniversaL  It  woqM,  of 
course,  be  improper  to  enter  into  any 
particotera  at  present;  but  in  the  eyent 
ooateB4>lated  by  the  noMe  k>rd  oppo- 
site,  he  believed  there  could  be  no  diffi* 
ouhy  in  making  a  seilaUe  arrangement 
Ibr  thia  desirable  object,  with  the  natioit 
to  which  the  aob)^  tord  spec«ficaUj|r 
aHuded. 


Movimr  Bill.1    On  the  motien  Ibr  the 
second  reading  of  the  Mutiny  Bill. 

Lord  Ifylkmd  had  no  positive  o^ection 
to  state  10  the  progress  of  the  BIfl ;  *  fhr 
less  did  he  intend,  under  the  present  cir- 
camstSBioes  of  the  country,  to  vote  against 
it:   bot  at  the  same  time,  he  couM  not 
help  now  observinf  ,  that  this  mostwpor^ 
tant  measure  was  one  which  the  tegnht* 
ture  bad  formerly  rt ^anied  with  neouliar 
jealousy,  althoegh  it  was  now  become 
okl-fashioned  to  attMid  much  to  the  annual 
progress  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.     Nothing, 
oowevor,  but  the  peculii^  circumstances  of 
the  ooonlry  could  excuse  the  second  readiMf . 
of  the  Bill  without  having  even  summoned 
the  House,  in  order  to  cul  their  attention 
to  what  they  were  doing.    It  was  proper 
to  observe  upon  this  remarkable  proceed- 
ing, ^lat  it  might  not  be  drawn  into  a 
niecedenU    There-was  hardly  a  precedent 
for  auch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  modem 
times,  or  for  the  long  achoumment  for 
which  the  passhig  of  the  Mutiny  Bill  at 
this  early  period  of  theaession  was  a  pre* 
paratory  atepb    Ifsnch  kngadjourtmienta 
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were  to  btcoBie  fraqoeR^  H  wopid  g^  netr 
▼irtoally  to  depme  one  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  its  repreieiitatloD.  He  was 
aware,  howe?er,  that  the  yery  pecoliar 
orcqittitancej  of  ibe  world  at  this  critical 
period,  did  afibrd  sometboig  like  •  ju8tift« 
catioD  of  tius  extraordinary  procoadingb 
He  was  aware,  that  in  oaseof  a  long  ad- 
jooroment,  it  was  proper  to  have  the  Mo^ 
tiny  Bill  |>assedy  in  order  to  prevent  the 
confusion  that  might  otherwise  ensue ;  and, 
wishing  to  interpose  no  difficolties  in  the 
way  of  ministers,  at  a  osomeni  when  so 
many  important  particulars  required  their 
otmost  attention,  he  did  not  absolutely 
object  to  the  progress  of  the  Bill ;  nor, 
when  the  adjournment  came  to  be  proposed 
did  be  say  that  he  should  oppose  that: 
bat  he  agab  solicited  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  fact,  that  nothing  coold  jus- 
tify this  mode  of  proceeding,  except  the 
▼ery  peculiar  circumstances  in.  which  the 
country  was  at  this  period  placed,  and  the 
very  important  duties  which  deiroWed 
upon  those  who  conducted  the  gorem* 
nent. 

The  Earl  ^iLherpool  did  not  consider  it 
old»fashioned  to  pay  particular  atteation  to 
the  progress  and  provisions  of  the  Mutiny 
Bill.  On  the  contrary,  )ie  considered  tfcfe 
-annual  passing  of  that  Bill,  and  the  atten- 
tion which  the  legislature  was  by  that 
means  enabled  to  pay  it — the  army  being 
by  this  means^  as  it  were,  kept  constantly 
onder  the  oentrool  of  parliamail*-4M  one 
of  the  best  securities  of  the  constitution^ 
But  the  noble  lord  would  obsenre,r  that 
the  object  of  this  Bill  was  not  t#  extend 
the  provisions  or  the  operation  of  the  Mo- 
tin|  Act.  The  object  was  .merely  to  pass 
it  before  the  recess*  that  there  might  be 
no  danger  of  that  important  A^  being 
aUowed  to  expire.  He  admitled^hewever, 
that  it  was  unusual  to  press  forwatd  this 
Bill  at  so  twlf  a  period  of  the  session, 
though  the  noble  lord  was  mistaken  ia 
supnosing  it  to  be  without  precedent  in 
modem  timns;  and  he  mentiened  m  an 
iiistaace  the  precedent  of  the  year  1705^ 
It  was,  however,  unusual^  and  be  was  per* 
fectly  willing  toreM  iu  justiftsationonthe 
eitraordlnary  circnmstanoes  of  the  time^ 
whieh  rendered  itcortainly  dadcaUathna 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  new,  rather  than 
in  February,  or  the  beginmng^of  Mareh« 
With  refaird  to  the-  dot  summoning  the 
Houses  he  aokoawledged  that  it  wodd 
baxre  been  uaofe*  propnv  and  decorous  to 
hare  called  the  aMentieii  of  4heif  lordsU|p» 
to  it  in  that  wayw    Tbit  ai|leet 


merely' from  inadtertence,  and  h^  w^ 
ready  to  admit  that  some  blame  attached 
to  him  on  that  account. 

Lord  Hoikmd  had  nothinff  more  to  mr, 
after  the  candid  manner  in  which  the  noble 
earl  had  admitted  that  it  would  bare  been 
proper  to  hare  sunHuoned  the  House,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  its  attention  to  a 
measure  of  this  consequence:.  His  object 
merely  was^  to  prevent  this  mode  of  pre* 
ceeding  beins  drawil  into  a  precedent; 
The  nm>le  ean  had  said  that  there  was  n 
precedent  in  modem  times  for  this.  He 
(lord  Hollsted)  had  not  said  that  there 
was  no  precedent ;  he  had  only  said  that 
there  was  hardly  a  precedent :  and  when 
he  talked  of  a  precedent  he  meant  a  pre- 
cedent in  sood  times ;  and  no  impartial 
man  would  say  that  the  period  of  1795 
was  of  that  description. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time* 


firOUSE  OF  COMMON?. 
Monday,  December  6. 

Fbamb  BaiAXBas*  Bill.]  On  thefai^ 
ther  consideration  of  the  repoM, 

Sir  &  JRomUly  was  sorr^  thai  the  learned 
and  ho».  gentleman  persttted  in  this  Bill,* 
for  which  there  appeared  to  be  no  exist* 
ing  necessity.  The  consplraciea  and  dis^ 
turbances  which  had  occasioned  iu  pass- 
ing into  a  law  bad  ceased;  and  it  seemed 
a  strong:  measure  in  legislation  to  make 
that  felony,  for  which,  as  a  simple  act,  ne 
legal  punishment  had,  he  believed,  before 
existed.  The  sentence  for  this  oflfence 
was  to  be  transportation  for  life*  Now, 
whatever  reasons  there  might  be  for  pre- 
fenittff  transportation  for  Hfe  to  transport- 

*      for  a  r 


limited  time,  in  cases  of  habi* ' 
tnal  depravi^,  they  could  not  ^Pf  ly  to 
the  present  crime,  whi^h  was  the  effect  of 
ignoranee  and  momentary  delusion.  As 
an  instance  of  the  loose  and  incorrect 
manner  in  which  the  Bill  wes  drawn,  sir 
S.  BoaHlly  observed,  that  the  punishnient 
was  denounced  agauMt  all  those  who  en* 
teied  a  dweUing-bouse  with  intent  te  break 
fteme^  either  by  day  or  by  night  How 
tbejr  could  enter  it,  except  by  day  op  by 
night,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 

The  Atlcmm  Genet^  sud,  that  though 
the  judges  could  not  themselves  avoid  pro- 
nenneing  the  sentence  of  the  law  in  cases 
of  foleny,  yet  they  could  recommend  the 
prisoner  to  the  clemency  of  the  crown,  as 
was  ahaays  done  where  thel«  were  cir- 
cunistanees  of  mitigation.  He  had  no 
objectioii,  however,te  have  the  puaishnfent 
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altered  from  transportation  for  life  to  tirant- 
portation  for  a  term  of  years  not  exceed* 
ing  fourteeoy  nor  lefts  than  seven  years. 
He  thought  the  crime  was  punishable  by 
law  before  the  present  Bill— not  simply, 
bat  as  an  act  of  conspiracy.  The  learned 
gentleman  then  made  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  idle  or  mischievous  apprentice 
who  should  merely  break  bis  master's 
fra<pes,  who  would  not  be  punisbed,  and 
the  apprentice  combining  for  the  same 
purpose  with  the  Luddites,  who  would  be 
amenable  to  the  law. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  he  believed  no  other 
person  in  the  House   had  misunderstood 
bis  learned  and  hon.  friend  in  the  same 
degree  as  the  learned  and  hon.  gentleman 
who  spolce  last.    He. had  totally  miscon- 
ceived, not  only  his  expressions,  but  the 
'whole  scope  of  his  argument.     He  had  re- 
presented him  as  palliating  the  crime  of 
the  Luddites.     No  such   thing.     He  had 
merely  stated  that  it  was  a  crime  arising 
.  out  of  temporary  circumstances  and  tem- 
porary   irritation,  and   which  might  be 
effectually  prevented  by  temporary  pu- 
nishment.    As  to  the  distinction  between 
the  idle  apprentice,  acting  wantonly  in 
.violation  of. the  law,  or  in  concert  with  the 
Luddites,  there  was  no  such  distmction 
laid  down  in  the  Bill.    The  question  re- 
specting the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  by 
the  Bill  became  the  more  important  from 
the.  nature  of   the   general   doctrine  on 
which  it  had  been  supported  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney  General.     The  specific 
punishment  denounced    by  the  Bill  was 
transportation  for  life.     Bqt  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  contended  that  the  di- 
minution of  their  punishment  would  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  judge.     The  House 
knew  but  too  well  the  practice  that  had 
prevailed  on   this  subject.     The  recent 
discussions  on  the  proposed  repeal  of  some 
of  the  old  statutes  had  put  them  in  posses- 
sion of  it.     In  the  times  when  those  sta- 
tutes were  passed,  a  more  extended  dis- 
cretion might  be  necessary ;  but  was  it  to 
be  endured,  when  passing  a  new  penal 
law,  that  parliament  should  be  told,  <^  Make 
the' punishment  as  severe  as  you  can  ;  the 
judges  will  take  'care  that  it  shall  seldom 
be  inflicted  ? V  He  had  always  thought  that 
It  was  the  peculiar  praise  of  the  British  law, 
possessing  as  we  did  judges  of  great  wisdom 
and  unimpeached  integrity — that,  never- 
theless, their  discretion  in  cases  of  a  cri- 
minal nature  should  be  narrowed  as  much 
as  possible.-   In  the  best  works  on  juris* 
prwieoce  it  had  always  Ueeii  laid  down  ay 
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a  principle,  that  although  i\)e  qnantaoi  of 
punishment  might  sometimes  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  judges,  the  descrip- 
tion of  it  should  always  be  regulated  by 
the  law.  By  contending  that  the  mercy 
of  the  court  would  be  so  frequently  exer- 
cised as  seldom  or  ever  to  expose  the  of- 
fender to  the  highest  punishment  of  the 
fiill,  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  sub- 
stituted the  exception  for  the  general  rule. 
The  prerogative  of  mercy  ought -to  be  ap- 
plied only  to  cases  of  rare  occurrence ; 
not,  according  to  the  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  it  should  be 
pot  constantly  in  action. 

The  Aitamty  Geiieral  explained.  What 
he  had  said  with  respect  to  apprentices 
was,  that*  if  an  idle  apprentice  wantonly 
destroyed  the  frames  of  his  master,  he 
would  not  come  within  the  operation  of 
the  Act ;  but  that  if  he  wickedly  and  ma- 
liciously did  so,  either  alone  or  in  concert 
with  others,  he  would  be  subject  to  its 
punishments. 

Mr.  Bathitrst  supported  the  necessity  of 
enacting  a  severe  punishment  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  scenes,  the  terror  atten- 
dant on  which  in  the  neighbourhood  in 
which  they  had  occurred  was  much  greater 
than  that  occasioned  in  London  and  its 
neighbourhood  by  the  riots  of  1780.  The 
question  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  fitting 
that  such  a  law  as  that  befcre  the  House 
should  be  on  the  statute-book?  The  de- 
cided opinion  was  that'it  was  fitting.  He 
trusted  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  its 
exercise ;  but  if,  unfortunately,  there 
should,  it  was  more  likely  to  call  for 
the  utmost  severity  of  the  law  than  for 
its  utmost  mitigation.  The  capital  pu- 
nishment was  gone  from  the  Bill;  and  the 
least  that  could  be  substituted  was  the  pu- 
nishment of  transportation  for  life ;  and 
under  circumstances  in  which  the  grada- 
tion of  crime  must  be  so  extensive,  the 
judge  ought  to  have  the  power  of  inflict- 
ing the  highest  punishment  on  the  most 
atrocious  offenders,  and  of  obtaining  a 
milder  punishment  for  those  whose  guilt 
was  not  so  extreme. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  expressed  bis  great  satis- 
faction at  the  abolition  In  the  Bill  of  the 
ponishment  of  death*  He  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  it  had  deterred  many  persons 
from  prosecuting  offenders.  Nor  would 
this  be  surprising,  when  it  was  considered 
that  many  of  those  offenders  were  boys 
and  girls  of  16  or  17  years  of  age.  He 
confessed  that  he  wished  the  term  of  trans- 
porution  had  been  limited  to  se?^n  years^ 
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Ho«i^6Ter,  he  preferred  adopting  the  Bill 
as  it  stood,  to  leaTiog  tach  Taluable  pro- 
perty as  the  lace  frames  unprotected  ;  he 
declared,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  bad  just  spoken,  had  by  no  means 
overstated  the  terror  and  dismay  which, 
at  the  time  of  the  disturbances,  bad  spread 
over  the  counties  in  which  those  distur- 
bances had  occurred ;  and  he  trusted,  that 
the  measure  now  in  progress  would  prevent 
any  repetition  of  such  outrag^es. 

Mr.  Ahercnmint  observed,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend's  pro- 
position to  postpone  for  six  months  any 
^rtlier  proceedings  on  this  Bill,  was  by 
BO  means  to  leave  the  property  of  the 
lace  manufacturers  unprotected,  but  to 
give  time  for  a  more  ample  consideration 
than  they  had  hitherto  received  of  two 
most  important  questions  in  the  Bill ; 
namely,  the  quantum  of  punishment,  and 
the  description  of  the  o&nce.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  doctrines  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (the  At- 
torney General),  which  he  confessed  ap- 
peared to  him  to  involve  the  most  severe 
censure  on  the  existing  laws  of  the  coun- 
try that  had  ever  been  uttered  within 
those  walls.  That  hon.  an4  learned  gen- 
tleman had  contended,  that  no  person 
ought  to  be  transported  save  for  life.  If 
so,  where  was  the  justice  of  annually  send- 
ing, as  we  did,  so  many  persons  to  New 
fkrath  Wales,  for  seven  and  fourteen  years  ? 
Adverting  to  the  condition  of  that  colony, 
he  felt  happy,  from  the  inquiries  which 
be  had  been  enabled  to  make  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  and  from  other 
sources,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  progress 
of  that  colony  in  improvement,  and  to  the 
vigilant  attention  of  government  with  re- 
spect to  it.  The  result  of  all  his  examina- 
tions was,  that  the  two  great  purposes  of 
the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  and  the  im- 
provement in  morals  of  the  jn habitants, 
were  commensurate.  This  fact  afforded 
an  argument  against  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  who  wished  that  all  transport- 
ation should  be  for  life,  because,  as  he 
contended,  in  cases  of  transportation  for  a 
limited  period,  the  individtials  so  trani- 
ported  were  restless  and  unhappy;  no- 
thing but  the  exclusion  of  all  hope  of  a 
return  to  their  native  country  being  able 
to  reconcile  them  to  their  exile.  To  the 
description  of  offence  contained  in  the  Bill 
he  had  great  objection.  The  original 
cause  of  the  measure  was  the  combination 
of  offenders,  and  to  con^bination  alone 
pight  tUe  ptinisbment  to  apply. 


Dec  6,  1813.  [^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beu  denied  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  (-the  Attorney  General) 
had  said  that  transportation  ought  in  all 
cases  to  be  for  life.  What  he  had  main- 
tained was,  that  unless  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  opposite  could  shew  that  no 
offence  of  the  kind  described  in  the  Bill 
could  by  possibility  occur,  to  which  the 
punishment  of  transportation  for  life  ought 
to  be  applied,  that  punishment  ought  to  be 
left  as  the  highest  punishment  in  the  power 
of  the  judge  to  in flictr  leaving  it  to  his  dis- 
cretion and  that  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment, in  other  cases,  to  reduce  the  quan- 
tum of  punishment  in  proportion  to  the 
diminution  of  the  guilt.  It  had  been  con- 
tended, that  the  crime  described  in  the 
Bill  ought  not  to  be  made  a  felony,  be- 
cause it  was  not  so  immoral  an  act  as  the 
acts  which  were  usually  termed  felonious. 
For  his  part,  he  could  not  conceive  any 
act  much  more  immoral  than  a  malicious 
destruction  of  the  property  of  others. 
There  were  other  aeu  not  more  atrocious 
in  their  character  comprehended  among 
felonies.  To  destroy  a  turnpike  was  a  fe- 
lony. With  respect  to  the  discretion  to 
be  vested  in  the  judge,  he  maintained  that 
it  was  not  too  great.  The  judge  was 
obliged  to  pass  a  particular  sentence; 
transportation  for  life.    But  no  bad  conse- 

Suence  would  thence  result  to  the  indivi. 
ual,  if  there  had  been  any  favourable 
circumstances  in  bis  conduct ;  because  a 
representation  of  those  circumstances  to  - 
the  executive  authority,  would  reduce 
the  quantum  of  punishment.  He  did  not 
understand,  however,  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  would  object  to  the  intro« 
duction  in  the  Bill  of  a  clause,  giving  to 
the  judge,  instead  of  to  the  executive  au- 
thority, that  discretion,  if  such  a  clause 
would  satisfy  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man opposite.  He  would  like  to  know 
what  view  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
men opposite  took  of  the  crime  ?  Some 
punishment  they  would  undoubtedly  affix 
to  iu  perpetration.  Would  that  punish- 
ment be  transportation  for  seven  years? 
Why  in  that  case,  and  if  that  punishment, 
on  the  principles  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  were  to  be  inflicted  indiscri- 
minately on  all  offenders,  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  them  would  be  in  a  much 
worse  situation  than  under  the  inflictions 
of  the  Bill  as  it  stood.  He  confessed  that 
he,  for  one,  should  have  been  better 
pleased  bad  the  capiul  punishment  not 
been  abolished  in  the  Bill:  not>he  trusted, 
because  he  had  any  dispotition  capitally 
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to  pmiisbj,  bqt  because  he  wa»  persuaded 
Ibat,  b^  it  b«ea  retained*  it  would  have 
oper^t^d  wot  cruelly,  but  mercifully,  by 
detercio^  from  tbe  coxnamaioa  of  the 
crime ;  aad  by  preTenting  tbe  recurrence 
.<>f  i\Mm  dislurhaACes  whicb  had  separated 
90  many  ioidiriduals  from  their  frieods, 
and  deprived  their  native  country  of  their 
s^rvicev  As  to  the  question  respecting 
combinaiion^  to  require  that  proof  ^ould 
be  given  of  the.  existence  of  a  combination, 
wonld  be  to  make  the  Bill  comparatively 
inQ|)ei:atiYe.  AU  thai  it  was  necessary  to 
prove  ws«,  that  tbe  off&pder  acted  mall* 
ciously. 

Mr*  £U  Addington  argued  against  tha 
substiiutioAof  tbe  punishment  o(  traneport* 
lotion  fbx  sevea  years  for  the  punisbmenli 
of  traasportatioafor  life. 

Tbe  Amendment  was  then  negatived 
without  a  divisioQtf  and  the  ceport  was> 
taken,  into  consideration. 

The  4itQmey  General  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  comprehending  the 
punishment— namely,  after  the  words  that 
*'  tha  oi&nder  should  be  transported  for 
life/'  to  add  the  following,  "  or  ibr  such 
a  term  of  years,  not  less  than  seven,  as 
the  judge  before  whom  be  may  be  tried 
shall  think  fit  to  pronounce.'' 

Mr«  Horner  declared  that  it  was  not  in 
conformity  to  his  opinion  that  this  clause 
was  proposed.  He  objected  to  a  discre- 
tion: SO"  large  being  vested  in  the  judg^. 
It  Yf^  true,  that  transportation  for  life 
seemed  to  him- to  be  an  uoAuitable  punish«> 
mentfor  the  offence  described  in  tbe  Bill ; 
b<]it  if  it  were  deemed  by  parliament  suit- 
able, he  would,  much  rather  it  should  be 
absolute».tban  that  thie  judge  should  possess 
such  an  extensive  discretion  as  the  amend-^ 
merit  pro|)osed  by  the  hoa.  and  learned 
gentlemflff  went  to  give  hUn.  If  it  were 
not  irregjular  to  move  an  amendment  on 
an  amendmenti  he  would  move  to  leav« 
out  all  tbe  words  of  the  clause  after  the 
words  <<the  oifender  shall  h&  transported,'' 
for  th«  purpose  of  anbstituting  tb«  follow* 
ing,  •'  fdr  a  term  not  exceeding,  fourteen 
yeajTS.  or  less  tbao  seven." 

The  Attorney  Gemral  reptated  liis.  ob^ 
jections  toi  striking  the  (yuusbment  of 
trai^poftatioi  for  life  out  of  the  BilU  If 
n/9>.gise^  could,  exist  in  which  a  greater 
lyipifthwftnt  than  trawpfartatioa  for  14 
years  J  ongbt  ta  be  iofliftted,  be  vitonld 
adnpyt  the.  (vropnsitioii  of  the  hpn.  and 
learned  gentleman.  Besidean  that  wbick 
was  caiied  traiMpoiita|io»for  lilW  was.  not*, 
aa  itvhad  bem  jatheiolbocj  nf  tbe  colony 


of  New  Sooth  Wales,  actually  sf ;  of  this 
there  were  many  instances*  One  of  n 
wy  recent  occurrence^  in  which  the 
inhabitanu  of  Cambridge  had  been  throwo 
into  great  asteoiabment  by  the  re-appear- 
ance bf  a  person  who  som$  years  ago  had 
been  transported  from  that  place  for  life. 
On  investigation,  however,  it  appearcMl 
that  he  had  conducted  himself  in  a  manner 
so  exemplary,  that  the  gpvernor  of  the  co- 
lony had  exercised  the  power  which  he 
possessed,  of  granting  him  a  free  pardon. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,,  that  when  there 
must  necessarily  be  so  many  shades  of 
guUt»  discretion  was  indispensable  to  the 
judge. 

The  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hor- 
ner  was  then  negatived,  and  the  original 
Amendment  proposed  by  the  Attorney 
General  adopted. 

Several  other  amendments  of  an  unim- 
portant nature  were  introduced,  and  the 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Wednesday. 

HaUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesdaj^,  December  7. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
;  and  Means  was  brought  up  ;  the  Resolu- 
tions for  allowing  five  millions  to  be  raised 
in  Exchequer  Bills  were  agreed  to,  and  a 
Bill  ordered  accordingly. 

State  of  Newgate.^    Mr.  Eden  torn 
to  make  his  intended  motion  for  Papers 
relative  to  the  present  state  of  Newgate.' 
It  was  a  duty  not  enjoined  by  law,  but 
acted  upon  by  grand  jiuries,,  to  visit  gaols, 
and  to  report  on  any  faults  which  they 
might  find  in  their  management.    In  pur- 
suance of  this  practice,  the  grand  jury  of 
the  ciiy  of  London  last  week  visited  New- 
gate; and  their  report  staled^  that  in  that. 
part  of  the  gaol  in  which  women  were 
confined,  and  which  was  not  intended  to 
accommodate  more    than    60  prisoners* 
not  lesathan  120  were  now  contained.    In 
the  other,  consecrated  to  the  debtors,  and 
where  only  100  ought  to  be,,  they  bad  not^ 
found  less. than  540.    To  state,  that  most, 
orthese  wero  in  want  of  clothing  and  bed* 
dingA  and  that  the  rain  beat  upon  them^ . 
nught  be  sufficient  to  authoriae  his  motion  ; . 
but  he  would  add  a  few  facu  from  tha^ 
evideoee  of  Mr.  Newman  himself,  given 
before,  a  committee,   at  the  same  tima 
that  be  would  do  justice,  to  the  exertiooa, 
of  that  gfmtlemaa  to  do^  every  thing  in  biv 
power  to  render  tho  situation  of  the  pri*. 
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Bmen  \tm  miieraMe  Ihati  it  wmt^    He 
stated  in  e?ideiiee,  ^at  the  wtftfs  for  the 
women  were  oiil]^hailt  to  contain  56;  but 
that,  by  cramming  the  hospital  and  in- 
firmary with  prisoners,  they  miffht   be 
made  to  hold  100— at  present  Ihey  in- 
closed  20  above  that  number.    The  di- 
,  mensions  of  the  principal  room  for  the 
women,  according  to  his  statement,  were 
70  feet  in  length  and  10  in  breadth.    In 
tilts  only  20  women  were  originany  placed, 
sp  as  to  have  each  three  feet  six  inches  in 
length.    Now  that  nomber  was  trebled, 
and  every  female  prisoner  had  no  more 
space  allotted  to  her  than  one  foot  three 
inches.    They  eren  had  less,  as  many 
were  compelled  to  keep  their  children 
with  them  for  want  of  a  home  to  send 
tfa^m  to.    What  was  the  description  of 
the' prisoners  thos  crowded  together  in 
that  gaol  t  They  were  convicts  sentenced 
to  transportation,  hot  who  were  compelled 
lo  wait,  as  the  means  of  conveyance  were 
not  ready,  or  becaase  ibciy  were  too  ill  to 
be  removed.    They  were  also  prisoners 
on  snspicion  of  crimes ;  the  hardened  were 
mingled  with  those  who  had  bat  jostcom- 
Aiitted  a  first  ofi^nce,  and  who,  if  they  had 
|>roi^t  a  single  seed  of  virtae  into  that 
horrtd  den,  wonld  soon  have  it  choaked 
in  the  company  of  the  most  abandoned. 
On  the    part   of   the  debtors  confined, 
(whose  number,  he  hoped,  the  Act  tb  ie 
I^^Hsed  this  dar  woOld  greatly  dhniobh, 
by  deprivins^  the  creditor  of  the  power  of 
ponls^ing  the  insolvent  debtor)  the  want 
of  room,  and  difflcaUies,  were  the  same. 
A»  to  the  mal^  felons,,  the  grand"  jury 
stactednotfaing ;  hot  it  was  notoribns  that 
the  same  system  of  mingling  the  hardened 
with  the  first  offenders  prevailed.    These 
were  the  facts  which  induced  him  to  form 
his  present  motion.    He  made  it  for  two 
additional  reasons;  because  to  make  an 
evif  public  was  a  creat  redress  ;  and'  be- 
cause  he  should,  after  the  recess,  move  for 
n  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
reffolation  of  prisons.     The  paper   for 
wincb  he  should  move  had  already  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  city  of 
London,  a  building  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared, and  a  remedy  proposed  to  soflen 
the  evil.    It  therefore  could  not  be  be- 
neath the  notice  of  parliament  to  cootrl- 
bote  by  Its  attention  to  the  relief  which  it 
was  now  endeavoured  ^  yi^^d  to  so  many 
nnfbrtunate  prisoners.    The  hon.  gentle- 
mnn  concluded  by  moving,  that  a  copy  of 
die  papers  respecting  the  state  ofthe  gaol 
•r  Ntff gate,  lately  presented  ta  th^  jodges 
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^  grand  jury,  bo  laid  \mfwk  the 


Sir  I^.  Ctotis  seconded  the  motion;  k\ 
the  same  time,  he  expressed  bis  firm  opi- 
nion, that  however  unfertenate  the  situa- 
tion of  the  prisoners  in  Newgate  was,  no 
blame  could  be  laid  on  Mr.  Newman,  who 
had  done  every  thing  which  bis  Hmitied 
means  allowed  to  improve  it. 

Mr.  AMerman  Comkc  fbllowed  the  same 
line  of  argument. 

Sir  James  Maw  tboogbt  that  the  more 
the  House  should  inouire  into  the  manage- 
ment of  Newgate,  tne  more  it  wotfid  find 
that  every  thing  was  done,  consistent  w?f  h 
existing  means,  to  accommodate  the  pri* 
soners.  The  oVerfulness  of  the  gaol  wIm 
the  cause  of  their  distressed  situation ;  tftid 
this  was  occasioned  by  the  feihkre  in  the 
operation  of  the  Insoirent  Debtors'  Act. 
The  number  of  persons  confined  for  debt 
in  Newgate  now  amoonFted  to  ^S5.  h  was 
the  object  of  the  city  of  London  to  liemov^ 
all  debtors  from  that  gaol ;  and  for  that 
purpose  a  building  was  erecting,  whrtfh 
would  contain  ab^  500  debtors.  No- 
thhir,  therefore,  was  wanting  on  the  pa^t 
of  the  cihr  of  Londdn,  in  dis|iosition  to 
aceomwodata  that  class  of  ittdividQafs. 
The*room  provided  in  Nefrgate  fbr  fclidds 
ami  convicts  was  not  intended  fbt  more 
than  570,  and  now  contained  479'*^VtiU 
was  chiefly  occasioned  by  thenec^i^ty  ih 
which  many  convicts  were  pfaced  <tf 
waiting  tin  a  sufficient  number  had  accu- 
mulatedf  to  be  sent  to  New  South  Wales. 
The  sherifb  of  London,  with  that  due  sus- 
tention to  every  branch  of  their  d^  by 
which  they  had  distinguished  theimslves, 
had  about  three  weeks  ago  represented  to 
the  noble  lord  holding  the  office  of  hits 
Majesty  V  secretary  of  sutie,  ttve  necessity 
of  procuring  shipping  to  ease  Newgate  of 
the  number  of  convicts  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation which  it  contained.  The  reply 
which  they  had  received  was,  that  eveiy 
thing  possible  should  be  dbhe  by  govem<- 
ment  to  procure  the  necessary  shipping. 
When  the  debtors  should  be  tor  ever  re* 
moved  fVom  that  gaol,  and  200  convictti 
transported,  the  number  that  Vfould  re- 
main would  not  then  much  eaceed  500'; 
and  the  capacity  of  Newgate  would  then 
allow  that  separation  between  hardened 
and  new  offlbnders  to  be  made,  the  pro- 

f»riety  of  which  every  one  most  acki^oW- 
edse,  while  lamenting  its  present  imprsrcT- 
tlcabillty.  He  had  thought  these  ex^lanaf- 
tions  necessary,  when  he  found  that  th^ 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  opptMlta 
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teemed  to  imply  a  charge  both  against  the 
keeper  of  the  gaol  of  Newgate^  aiKl  agairat 
'  the  city  of  Loifdon.  He  trusted  he  had 
now  satisfactorily  shown  the  origin  of  the 
erW,  and  the  prospect  of  its  being  reme* 
died. 

Mr*  Alderman  Atkuu  vindicated  Mr. 
Newman  from  any  blame  which  might  by 
implication  have  been  attached  to  him  in 
consequence  of  the  present  motion. 
Bvery  thing  was  done  to  keep  Newgate  in 
the  best  order,  and  in  the  most  cleanly 
state.  If  any  member  of  the  House  looked 
at  that  prison  in  the  morning,  he  would 
not  be  ashamed  to  compare  it  with  any 
dairy  in  the  country*  Much  of  its  incon- 
veniences were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
prisoners  themselves,  and  especially  the 
women*  whom  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
clean.  The  great  grievance  was,  the  too 
great  number  of  prisoners. 

Mr.  Abcrcromhy  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion that  this  motion  should  have  been 
■brought  before  the  House,  and  met  in  the 
cheerful  manner  it  had  been.  It  was  im- 
possible to  speak  with  too  much  regard  of 
the  attention  and  humanity  of  Mr.  New- 
man ;  but  he  must  own,  that  having  occa- 
sion to  visit  Newgate  two  years  aso,  in 
his  capacity  as  a  member  of  that  Hbuse, 
the  state  in  which  he  found  it  made  him 
consider  it  as  a  dissrace  to  this  metropolis, 
especially  the  wards  of  the  women.  He 
agreed  with  the  last  speaker,  that  women 
might  be  less  disposed  to  cleanliness,  yet 
the  place  was  not  such  as  humanity  re- 
quired should  be  provided  for  them. 
Comparing  the  returns  of  the  average 
number  of  prisoners  with  the  capacities  of 
the  gaol  itself,  it  was  evidently  impossible 
to  class  the  prisoners  according  to  their 
*  various  shades  of  offence,  l^at  could 
only  be  effected  by  a  particular  provision 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smith  spoke  generally 
on  the  depravity  and  ill  conduct  of 
prisoners,  which  greatly  impeded  any 
exertion  made  in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  there  were 
two  causes  of  the  distresses  experienced 
in  Newgate — the  one  temporary,  and  the 
other  lasting.  The  first  related'to  debtors, 
and  he  hoped  the  present  Act  would  re- 
move it.  The  second,  to  the  hardship  of 
prisoners  being  compelled  to  wait  till  their 
number  was  sufficiently  considerable  to 
allow  of  their  being  transported*  To 
'remedy  the  latter,  he  thought  it  would  be 
preferable  to  select  a  new  place  of  banish-  I 


ment,  and  form  a  neyv  settlement  nearer  I  into  a  law. 


home,  which  womld  adi^it  of  a  morefre- 
quent  embarkation  on  the  part  pf  the  con- 
victs, and  at  less  expenee.  There  was  also 
another  method  wi^ich.  might  Jead  to  a 
diminution  of  their  numbers.  He  wished 
government  should  Jnveftigate  their  par- 
ticular ofTedces  more  deeply  ;  and  if  they 
were  found,  as  it  might  often  happen, 
worthy  of  pardon,  that  it.  should  be 
granted  at  once,  and  they  should  not  be 
left  to  be  entirely  corrupted  by  the  coaii«> 
pany  of  the  abandoned. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
papers  ordered  to  be  laid  before  tl^e  House. 

InsolventDebtors'  Amendment  Bill.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best 
moved  that  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  stage  at 
which  this  could  be  done  was  past ;  and 
that,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the 
House,  the  Bill  must  be  now.  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bent  had  understood,  when 
he  gave  inHice  yesterday  of  his  intention 
to  move  for  the  recommitment  of  the  Bill, 
that  his  proposal  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  h on.  gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  Homer  stated,  that  if  the  hon«  and 
learned  serjeant  supposed  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  recommitment  of  the  BilW 
he  was  in  an  error;  as,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing it,  it  would  have  been  taking  a 
step  backwards. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beit  thought,  that  were 
the  Bill  to  pass  without  the  amendments 
wbich  he  bad  to  propose,  it  would  not 
perform  the  office  which  it  was  intended 
to  perform*  In  the  original  Bill  passed 
last  session,  there  was  a  clause  which  h^ 
was  astonished  should  have  escaped  the 
attention  of  the  members,  and  should  have^ 
been  allowed  to  become  part  of  the  British 
law.  It  was  therein  enacted,  that  if  a 
party  concealed  property  to  the  amount 
of  20/.  he  should  be  liable  to  capital 
punishment.  This  wan  an  innovation  of 
the  most  dangerous  tendency.  It  had 
never  happened  in  any  case  before,  that  i^ 
British  subject  was  exposed  to  papital 
punishment  without  the  double  protection 
of  two  juries,  of  a  grand  jury,  and  of  a 
jury  on  his  trial;  while  by  the  clause  as 
it  stood  in  the  Bill,  he  might  be  convicted 
at  once  on  a  mere  information.  There 
were  also  many  other  clauses  of  this 
amended  Bill,  wbich , required  to  be  al- 
tered to  render  it  efficient,  before  it  passed 
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staled*  flMit  Mijr  iffisolf ent  deMor,  de«f 008 
t#  Uke  the  benefit  of  this  Act>  sbould 
give  irotic«  of  bis  intention  in  the  London 
G^geUe,  xir  ttoy  otb«>r  newspaper.  Thos 
tbe  debtor  was  allowed  to  choose  any 
psper  whieh  he  might  think  least  likeYj  to 
meet  the  eyes  of  his  creditors.  Another 
claose  allowed  debtors  to  be  brought 
before  magistrates,  out  of  quarter  sessions, 
bot  did  not  invest  those  magistrates  with 
tuffitieot  authority  to  act.  He  mentioned 
these  facts  not  in  a  spirit^  hostility  to  the 
Billy,  but  to  show  the  propriety  of  placing 
it  in  a  situation  in  which  it  could  be  satis* 
factortly  amended.  If  passed  as  it  stood, 
it  waa  imposHble  that  it  should  be  exe» 
cfHed.  The  House  must  recollect,  that 
aH  prisoners  were  not  to  be  discharged ; 
that  a  diffin'ence  should  be  made  between 
those  who  had  been  rendered  insolrent  by 
nisfortunes  and  by  fraud.  But  how  cotrld 
the  court  ascertain  when  misfortune  and 
fraud  were  at  the  root  of  insolrency,  if 
the  Act  did  not  point  out  any  means  of 
obtaining  satisfactory  evidence  ?  Suppose 
that  a  debtor  from  Northumberland  should 
be  confined  in  the  Fleet  or  the  Ring's- 
bench,  which  frequently  happened,  as 
prisoners  possessed  the  means  of  removincr 
themselves  from  a  country  to  a  town  gaol. 
Was  the  creditor,  defrauded,  and  perhaps 
deeply  hijured  in  his  circumstances,  by 
the  villany  of  th^  debtor,  to  be  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  bringing  not  only  himself,  but 
his  witnesses  from  Northumberland  with 
him  to  prove  the  fraud  committed  upon 
hioi  ?  It  might  happen,  and  it  undoubtedly 
frequently  happened,  that  the  debtor's 
dishonesty  had  put  it  out  of  the  creditor's 
power  to  incur  the  expence  necessary  to 
prevent  him  taking  the  benefit  of  the  Act, 
and  to  recover  his  own  property.  Thus 
fraud  produced  its  own  security  !  For  the 
purpose  of  amending  this  defect,  he  in- 
tended proposing  a  clause,  which  should 
empower  creditors  in  the  country  to  go  to 
magistrates  with'm  the  districts,  before 
whom  they  should  state  and  prove  their 
ease,  and  transmit  an  authenticated  copy 
10  the  court,  against  the  debtor.  This  was 
certainly  a  bad  way  of  administering  jus- 
tice, but  it  was  the  only  one  consonant 
frith  the  nature  of  the  Bill  that  remained. 
•^To  the  principle  of  this  measure  he  was 
not  hostile,  bat  he  thought  that  as  it  stood 
at  preaent  it  made  no  difference  between 
the  honest  and  the  fraudulent  debtor.  It 
was  said  to  be  founded  on  the  principle  of 
Ale  cesfio  ^oaortcm,  but  not  sufficiently  so. 
lie  wished  it  to  be  carried  fMrther  on  that 
(VOL,XXVn.) 


plan.  He  vrished  to  make  this  cesti^ 
b<montm  ia  some  cases  preventive  of  the 
imprisonment  which  insolvency  was  likely 
to  occasion.  There  were  many  indivi* 
duals  to  whom  passing,  the  threshold  of  4 
prison  was  as  severe  punishment  as  pro* 
tracted  confinement.  The  idea  of  it  was 
revolting  to  their  minds.  The  present 
Bill  did  not  ofier  these  any  relief;  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  He  wished  to  present 
a  temptation  to  a  timely  settlement ;  and 
to  induce  debtors,  as  soon  as  they  found 
themselves  likely  to  become  insolvent,  not 
to  hold  their  creditors  at  arm's  length,  but 
immediately  to  call  them,  and  adopt  th« 
only  means  which  could  procure  a  satis* 
factory  arrangement  to  all  parties,  secur* 
ing  the  one  against  further  losses,  and  the 
other  against  confinement.  He  would, 
therefore,  propose  a  clause  enacting  that 
debtors  rendered  insolvent  by  proved  mis*- 
fortunes,  and  coming  forward  in  time  to 
satisfy  their  creditors  as  to  their  real  con* 
dition,  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
withoBt  being  sent  to  prison.  If  they 
were  to  be  confined  even  three  months 
only,  then  the  greater  part  of  the  money 
they  might  still  possess,  would,  in  that 
period,  have  passed  into  the  hands  of 
gaolers  and  other  persons,  to  the  real 
detriment  of  the  creditors.  It  also  frq- 
quentty  happened,  that  either  through 
maligmty,  or  through  a  vain  wish  of  de* 
laying  the  dreaded  hour  of  imprisonment, 
a  debtor  defended  causes,  which  led  his 
creditors  into  useless  expences,  .and  only 
served  to  bring  down  increased  ruin  apon 
himself.  He  vrould  make  a  difference  be«> 
tween  those  who  acted  thus,  and  those 
who  called  at  once  their  creditors,  and 
pot  them  fairly  in  possession  of  the  real 
state  of  their  affairs.  He  intended,  there* 
fore,  to  propose  a  clause,  enacting  that 
when  a  debtor  should  defend  hopeless 
causes,  and  a  verdict  should  be  found 
against  him  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen, 
he  should  be  punished,  not  merely  by  the 
three  months  of  imprisonment  mentioned 
in  the  present  Bill,  within  the  rules  of  the 
prison,  where  it  was  known  so  many  com- 
fbrU  and  indulgences  might  be  obtained, 
but  by  twelve  month's  close  confinement 
within  the  walls  of  the  gaol.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  honest  but  unfortunate  irisolvent 
debtor  should  be  entitled  to  his  freedom 
after  three  months ;  but  if  it  was  proved 
that  be  had  been  reduced  by  expences 
into  which  he  had  tto  right  to  launch,  by 
living  above  his  condition,  andtbas  incur- 
ring watitoa  losses,  he  should  nt^t  be  dit* 
(S) 
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charged  under  a  tweWemonth.  In  the 
case  of  bankrupts^  if  a  roan  gave  a. fortune 
to  his  children  subseqoent  to  an  act  of 
bankruptcy,  he  was  not  entitled  to  his 
certiBcate,  or  if  he  had  wantonly  lost  100/. 
within  the  twelvemonth.  Why  should  it 
be  different  in  the  case  of  an  insolvent 
debtor,  if  it  should  be  proved,  that  within 
the  same  period,  he  had  either  transferred 
a  fortune  to  his  children,  or  incurred  simi- 
lar wanton  loss?  He  therefore  wished  to 
add  a  clause  to  the  Bill^  wl^ich,  acting 
like  the  provisions  of  the  bankruptcy  law 
against  the  granting  of  certificates  in  such 
parlicular  cases,  should  deprive  the  insol* 
▼ent  debtor,  placed  in  similar  circum- 
stances, of  the  benefit  of  the  present  Act. 

The  Speaker  then  stated,  that,  consis- 
tently with  the  regulations  of  the  House, 
the  Bill  must  now  be  read  a  third  time  ; 
and  then  any  hon.  gentleman  might  offer 
clauses  as  amendments,  or  move  to  post- 
pone the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

The  Bill  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Besi  proposed  his  first 
clause,  allowing  debtors,  whether  any 
action  had  been  brought  against  them  or 
not,  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Bill. 

On  the  motion  that  the  clause  be 
brought  up, 

Mr.  Horner  expressed  his  wish  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  words  on 
the  subject.  As  the  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  had  declared  that  he  was  favoura- 
ble to  the  principle  of  the  cesiio  bonorum, 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  so ;  otherwise, 
from  the  general  tenour  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Serjeant's  speech,  he  should  have 
concluded  otherwise.  From  the  mode  in 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
assailed  the  Bill,  he  was  really  apprehen- 
sive that  he  was  altogether  hostile  to  it, 
until  he  expressed  his  acquiescence  in 
that  principle  on  which  it  was  mainly 
founded.'  He  confessed  that  he  was  much 
surprised,  however,  at  the  objections  urged 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  against 
parts  of  the  measure,  recollecting,  as  he 
did,  that  the  Act  of  last  session  passed 
through  the  House  without  any  objections 
having  been  made  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant.  He  regretted 
that  the  objeciions  in  the  present  instance 
bad  been  deferred  to  so  late  a  stage  of  the 
Bill.  Still  he  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
bon.  and  learned  serjeant  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  so  approv- 
ing of  it  he  trusted  that  be  would  not  en- 
deavour, by  any  delay  or  obstruction,  to 
throw  difficulties  ia  the  way  of  iu  execu« 


tion.  When  he  said  this^  he  begged  to 
be  understood  that  he  was  persuaded  no 
one  was  better  qualified,  both  from  his 
legal  knowledge  and  his  experience,  than 
the  learned  serjeant,  to  suggest  many  im* 
provements,  not  only  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  but  in  any  Bill  of  a  similar  nature 
that  might  be  iotroducejd.  But  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  him  the 
expediency  of  allowing  the  Bill  to  p^a 
in  its  present  form  ;  as  the  subject  was  one 
to  which  both  in  this  and  in  subsequent 
sessions  the  attention  of  parliament  must 
be  repeatedly  called,  before  the  statute 
could  be  rendered  as  perfect  as  it  was  de- 
sirable to  make  it;  and  consequently  the 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  wx)uld  have 
abundailt  opportunities  of  bringing  for- 
ward any  proposition  that  he  might  think 
fit  to  introduce.  With  the  utmost  defe- 
rence to  the  judgment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  serjeant,  he  would  submit  to  him 
the  wisdom  of  this  postponement,  even 
with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  his  own 
objects.  He  said  this  with  the  utmost 
sincerity;  because,  although  parliament 
had  (wisely,  he  contended)  adopted  a 
great  innovation  during  the  last  session  in 
the  law  of  England,  on  this  subject,  by 
the  admission  of  the  principle  of  the  ceuio 
bonorum,  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
that  night  proposed  innovation^  on  the 
law  of  England  of  a  much  more  extensive 
description.  For  instance,  the  boo.  and 
learned  serjeant  seemed  to  think  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  extend  the  benefit  of 
the  bankrupt  laws  to  persons  who  were 
not  traders.  He  seemed  to  think  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  designate  h  new 
description  of  punishable  crime.  And 
through  all  the  clauses,  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  serjeant  had  intimated  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose,  and  through 
the  whole  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Ser- 
jeant's speech,  he  seemed  to  take  a  view 
of  the  doctrine  of  imprisonment  for  civil 
debt,  wholly  different  from  the  law  as  it 
existed  before  the  measure  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  wholly  different  from  the  true 
principle  of  that  measure  itself.  The 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  proposed,  that 
the  benefits  of  the  Bill  under  discussion  (a 
Bill,  he  begged  the.  House  to  remark,  for 
the  discharge  of  insolvent  debtors  in 
prison)  should  be  extended  to  debtors  not 
in  prison,  or  not  going  to  prison,  who 
were  insolvent,  and  who  could  satisfac- 
torily prove  that  their  insolvency  was  the  ' 
.  result,  not  of  criminal  extravagance^  but 
of  inevitable  misforiime.   He  (Mr.  Horner) 
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was  not  prepared  to  ray  that  there  might 
not  be  great  wiadom  in  the  adoption  of 
•nch  a  proposition ;  bat  he  waa  prepared 
to  say,  that  it  was  art  innovation  on  the 
existing  law,  of  such  an  extent,  as  to  re* 
<]oire  a  great  deal  of  consideration.  He 
would  also  take  on  himself  to  assert,  that  a 
more  novel  or  a  more  daring  innovation 
on  oar  jurisprudence  had  never  been  pro- 
posed either  in  that.  House,  or  elsewhere. 
It  was  very  trae,  that  there  were  cases  in 
which  insolvency  could  be  traced  only 
to  an  extraordinary  concurrence  of  cala- 
mitous circumstances,  and  in  which  the 
insolvent  person  was  wholly  free  from 
blame.  At  the  saaoe  time,  it  was  well 
known  that  those  cases  were  of  rare  oc- 
currence; and  that  the  task  of  distin- 
gaishiog  between  such  cases  and  cases  of 
an  opposite  description  was  one  of  the 
roost  unfit  duties  that  could  be  imposed  on 
courts  of  justice.  For  what  were  the  ob- 
jects that  courts  of  jostice  roust  consider 
in  an  investigation  of  that  nature  ?  They 
must  examine  the  whole  history  and  cir- 
cumstances of  a  man's  life,  from  his  com- 
mencement in  business  until  the  period  at 
which  bis  affairs  might  be  brought  before 
them  !  They  must  inquire  into  all  his  con- 
nections—they  must  ascertain  all  his  re- 
soorces— -they  mu&t  investigate  all  his 
modes  of  expenditure — they  must  trace 
bim  through  all  the  ramificatiotis  of  his 
manners,  and  habits,  and  occupations. 
Even  if  «  moral  tribonal  were  constituted 
for  such  a  purpose,  it  would  be  found  in- 
adequate to  its  execution  ;  but  that  a  per- 
son possessed  of  such  legal  knowledge 
and  experience  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  should  think  of  making  it  a  matter 
of  judicial  proceeding,  did,  he  confessed, 
not  a  little  surprise  bioi.  He  repeated, 
that  the  cases  were  rare  in  which  insol- 
▼ency  was  attributable  solely  to  misfor- 
tune. More  or  less  of  indiscretion  and 
criminality  was  usually  mingled  with  the 
cause;  and  in  his  opinion,  it  was  much 
better  to  leave  the  determination  on  this 
subject  with  those  individuals  with  whom 
an  insolvent  person  had  now  to  deal  (his 
creditors),  than  to  submit  it  to  any  tribunal 
whatever,  moral  or  judicial.  Those  indi* 
.▼idaaU  bad  the  best  opportunities  of  know- 
ing, from  their  acquaintance  with  the 
debtor,  whether  or  not  his  conduct  had 
been  culpable  or  otherwise.  The  hon. 
and  leariH*d  serjeant,  however, *seemed  not 
to  think  so ;  and  all  at  once,  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  be  proposed  a  clause, 
declaring  that  an  insolvent  person  who 
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could  shew  that  he  had  become  insoWent 
from  misfortune  alone,  and  who  had  sur* 
rendered  all  his  effects,  should  be  dis- 
charged withoutan  hour's  imprisonment— 
without  affording  the  time  required  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  atten- 
dant on  all  insolvency,  and  in  which  ar« 
rangements  the  insolvent  person  was  fre- 
quently as  much  interested  as  any  other 
person.  There  was  another  novelty  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant ; 
namely,  that  if  any  debtor  fought  off  the 
demands  of  his  creditors,  and  allowed 
them  to  go  to  judgment,  either  on  a  de- 
murrer or  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  such 
debtor  should  be  punished  by  a  mora 
rigorous  species  of  incarceration  than  had 
hitherto  been  known  in  the  law  on  this 
subject— close  confinement.  Now  it  might 
be  very  proper  that  a  debtor  so  attempting 
to  defeat  his  creditors  in  their  legitimate 
object,  should  be  subjected  to  some  mode 
of  punishment;  but  he  should  like  to 
know  if  it  was  not  a  new  principle  in  the 
law  of  England,  to  apply  imprisonment 
to  a  debtor  as  a  mode  ot  punishment  at  all. 
Unquestionably,  creditors  had  it  in  their 
power  to  imprison  their  debtors  to  enforca 
a  disclosure  of  property,  and  a  payment 
of  their  demands ;  but  certainly  the  law 
of  England  never  recognised  this  impri- 
sonment as  a  punishment,  or  it  would 
have  been  found  where  alone  the  power 
of  punishment  was  ever  vested  by  the  law 
—in  the  hands  of  the  public.  Really,  the 
more  he  considered  these  speculative  pro- 
jects of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant,  the 
more  strongly  he  must  recommend  their 
postponement  to  some  future  period. 
Thc^re  were  other  clauses  to  be  proposed, 
it  seemed,  by  the  hon.  and  learned  ser- 
jeant, on  which  he  would  comment  parti- 
cularly when  they  should  be  individually 
before  the  House.  It  did  certainly  ap- 
pear to  him  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
anxiety  of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant 
on  the  present  occasion,  with  his  silent 
acquiescence  in  the  Act  of  last  session* 
But  if  there  were  wanting  any  thing  to 
convince  him  (Mr.  Horner^  how  much 
benefit  would  be  derived  Kom  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  it  was  the  nature  of  the 
objections  which  alone,  after  great  conm- 
deration,  so  learned  and  acute  a  person 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  was  en- 
abled to  urge  against  it.  The  hon.  and 
learned  serjeant  objected  to  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  respected  the  notices  ;  and 
having  suted  that  the  notices  were  to  be  * 
inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  in 
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«ny  other  aewtpaper  that  the  debtor  might 
choose,  ezclainMK),  ''  Was  there  ever  such 
a  regulation  heard  of  ?''-^Now  he  hegged 
i)ardoii  of  the  hon.  and  learned  aerjeant, 
out  certainJy  he  had  never  read  the  Bill ; 
for  if  be  had,  he  would  have  found  in  the 
next  line,  that  the  choice  of  the  news- 
paper was  to  be,  not  at  the  discretion  of 
4he  debtor,  but  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  So  with  respect  to  the  hon. 
ADjd  learned  aerjeant's  objection  relative 
to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates.  The 
hon.  and  learned  serjeaat,  .having  joat 
Jtated,  that  the  Bill  allowed  a  fMrisoner  fur 
rdebt  to  be  brought  be^re  justices  of  peace 
in  the  country,  in  session  and  out  of  it, 
tasked  why,  as  by  the  Bill,  juslices  could 
Jiot  doany  thing  outof  session ;  and-added, 
that  this  exhibited  great  carelessness  in 
'the  drawing  of  the  Bill.  He  must  be  al- 
lowed to  say,  that  this  remark  exhibited 
^reat  carelessness  on  the  part  of  ihe  hon. 
and  learned  Serjeant  in  reading  the  ^ill. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  sevjeant  would 
tread  the  Bill,  and  the  Aot  of  last  year  to- 
.gether,  he  would  find  that  there  were 
aoine  things  which  they  could  do  out  of 
aession.  The  judge  of  the  insolvent  court 
had  power  under  ihe  Act  to  direct  magis- 
trates in  the, country  to  take  the  examina- 
tion.of  a  prisoner  for  debt,  either  in  session 
or  Qut'of  ^session,  for  the  purpose  of  cer- 
tifying to  the  jmlge  those  circumstances 
on  which  I  be  was  to  .ground  his  judgment. 
JBiy  the  Bill  of  Amendment,  a  power  was 
.given  to  Ihe  magistrates,  not  merely  to 
examine,  but  to  tbrm  a  ju<licial  opinion, 
whether  or  not  the  debtor  was  a  fit  person 
to  be  discharged  ;  that  opinion  to  be  for- 
vrarded  for  the  information  of  thcijudge  of 
the  insolvent  court ;  and  this  power  was 
vested  inthe  magistrates,  in  orout  of  ses- 
gsion.  There  remained,  as  be  believed, 
but  one  other  ol^ection. to  the  Bill,  on  the 
;part  of  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant. 
The  hon.  .and  karned  serjeant  had 
referred  to  the  Act  of  last  year ;  and  had 
adverted  to  a. clause  which  he  stated  to  be 
in  that  Act,  declaring  a  debtor  who  con- 
cealed from  his  cteditors  property  to  the 
amount  of  ^0/.  >guilty  of  a  captlal  crime, 
without  those  ordinary  forms  of  previoos 
trial  which  the  law  required.  He  was 
ashamed  Uvtay,  that  he  was  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  Act  in  question,  to  be 
aware  of  the  existence  of  sach  a  clause. 
If  it  did  exist,  it  might  be  proper  that  It 
should  be  reacindf d ;  hut- 
Mr.  Serj.  Jktt  here  stated  acroM  the 
tabie»  that  he  bond  ttie  ckose  alluded  to. 
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I  althoa^h  in  Uie  BlU  of  last  aeaaioo  mbtm 
first  iotroduoed,  had  been  struck  out  ia 
ihe  progress  of  the  measure  through  tba 
House. 

Mr.  iFfonier<)ibaerved,4hat  this  was  ano* 
ther  instance  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  hon* 
and  learned  serjeaat,  who,  nevertheless, 
had  so  freely  charged  others  with  careleas* 
ness  and  inaccuracy.  A  great  part  of  tha 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant's  invective  and 
declamation  bad  been  t>estowed  on  a  c4auta 
which  he  had  contended  oonstituted  a 
crime  unknown  to  the  law,  and  enadied  a 
punishment  .destructive  of  the  rights  of  the 
suhjeci ;  and  it  now  appeared,  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Serjeant's  own  con* 
fession,  that  no  such  clause  was  in  exiat^ 
ence;  but  that,  though  introduced  in  tha 
Bill  of  last  session^  the  House  in  iu  iwis^ 
dom  had  thought  proper  to  expunge  it! 

Mr.  Lockhuri  aaid,  that  the  Act  of  last 
session  had  proved  wholly  inefitoient  up 
to  the  presont  moment,  not  a  aioglo 
debtor  having  been  discharged  under  it. 
He  had  no  hostility  to  the  Bill  wbateven. 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that,  properly 
modified,  it  i^ight  he  very  serviceable. 
Tl)e  hon.  and  learned  setjeant  had  been 
unjustly  charged  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  wi\h  an  attempt  to  introduce  a 
gReat  innovation  in  tlie  law.  All  »hat  tha 
hon.  and  learned  serjeant  proposed  was,  to 
discriminate,  if  possible,  between  the  un^ 
fortunate  and  the  criminal  debtor,  k 
might  be  di/ficult  to  do  this  completely  ; 
but  the  attempt  was  laudable,  and  even 
an  approximation  to  success  would  be 
attended  with  the  highest  benefits.  It 
•was  no  novelty  whatever,  to  give  to  per* 
sons  not  in  trade  the  option  of  taking, the 
bentfit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  How  easy 
was  it  now  for  any  person  to  make  him^ 
.self  a  trader!  He  had  only,  in  confede* 
racy  with  others,  to  draw  and  re»dcaw 
bills,  and  he  Would  thus  qualify  himself  to 
uke  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act.  It 
was  so  also  with  the  bankrupt  laws.  An 
individual  Had  only  to  prevail  on  a  friend 
to  take  out  a  commission  against  him,  and 
he  could  then  avail  himself  of  all  the  bc^ 
nefiis  of  the  Act.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
the  hon.  and  learned  seijeant  entitled  to 
the  applause  of  the  House  and  the  country, 
for  endeavouring  to  introduce- the. discri^ 
mination  he  had  alluded  to.  Uewas-save 
that  all  the  commercial  World,  and  erery 
honest  n>aii,  would  .wish,  now  that  parlia^ 
ment  was  modifying  the  law  ontbeaub- 
ject,  that  aome  such  discri mination  aboald, 
if/poasthle,  .he  adoptad;    and  that^ha 
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lHHieit9  J>ii  tiafertniye  dM»tor  thwld  not 
be  Jbraoded  by  beipg  pUcad  ia  tbe  naoo^ 
^ll^tiMi  M  Uie  debtor  ^ho«e  ooodacl  bad 
<>eea  ^(ravagant  and  crioiinal.  It  waf 
Vim,  Miat«  t^cbaicaUy  jf»eafci«g«  iaoprisoQ- 
meat  for  debt  waa  not  iui^wo  lo  tbe  law 
as  a  pupMbment.  Bui  unqiuesiionably  it  did 
apemteas  a  ^^nobbokeat ;  aod  be.coiiJd  oot 
cfMipeLve  what  objection  tbere  cofold  be  to 
IDodify  tbe  power  of  tbe  crfAkor  oo  tbis 
•ntject.  Wbat  copid  be  nore  jtntjiban 
U)«fcjtbe  degree  of  ftufieriogfSboald  be  pao- 
p^rlioiied  to  tbe  degree  of  crininaiity  ^ 
J9e  oooleued  tbat  be  tbougbt  in  many 
caaes  a  ialse  compassion  bad  been  abown 
to  debtors ;  be  said  false,  beoanae  tbe  con* 
aaqnence  of  h  ibad  Ifeqaenily  been  to 
tbroir  ibe  unfortunate  and  injured  ore* 
ditora  into  tbe  prison  from  which  tb«ir 
debtors  had  been  liberated.  He  repeated, 
that  the  commercial  world,  and  every 
ftiend  of, good  order  and  justice,  must  be 
gratefql  to  tbe  .bon*  and  Icyarned  Serjeant 
KN*  bis  proposition ;  and  if  he  did  not  press 
U  at  present,  be  trusted  be  would  intro- 
doce  it  at  some  future  period,  afier  a  more 
ample  consideration. 

Mr.  46erffrojid^  contended,  that  the  bop. 
gemtleman  wbo  bad  just  sat  down,  had 
miK^b  misrepresented  his  hon.  and  learned 
Iriend,  whose  only  regret  was,  that  tbe 
bon.^and  leavned  seijeant  had  defcMied  bis 
pbjection«  to.tbetBill  until  ja  stage  so  late  ; 
and  wbo,  so  far  from  treating  with  indif- 
ference the  opinions  of  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed secant,  bad  expressly  dochred,  tbat 
tberiC  was  no  one  from  whom  he  would 
m<we  eagerly  court  discussion  on  such  a 
subject.  -  He.  waa  sure  tbe  bon.  and  leaf  ned 
aeqeant  mast*  ibowever,  .be  anrare,  tbat 
c«an  if  nltimately  he  could  prevail  on 
tbe  House  :to  adopt  his  propositions,  it 
ooald'not  bciuntil  after  such  mature  con- 
sideration, and  sueh  .nice  balancing  one 
difficulty  against  another,  that  it.  would  be 
bigbly  ioexpedieiit  to  ipress  them  at  tbe 
prtaent.  moment. 

JMr.  Sarnmerilof  deelaped,  that  in  bis 
opinion,  tbe  public  were  extremely  in- 
debted to  tbe»b0n.  and  learned  Serjeant 
for  bis  icndeavoar  to  make  a  distinction 
bolwaen  tbe  unfortunate  and  tbe  guilty 
debtor.  AayBillaR^bich  might  pass  with- 
oatfucho  distinction,  woaid  lin  bis  opi- 
nion be  vety  injarioas  to  tlie  community. 

Theclaniie  tras  tben  oegattved.  without 
a  division. 

Hi,  Seij.  fi^  next  proposed  bis  clause 
lor  pooiahiag  debtors  wbo  <lefended  tbe 
Mtioaa  of  Uiair  ^«ro4i(an  agaiait*tbem^as 
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lofkgAf  4>ps0ibie,  witb  im|>r]soninant  for 
tw/elye  months.  This  was  wbat  was  tecb-* 
nicaily  tormjed  a  sbaw  pleading,  aod  no 
argument  tbat  be  bad  beard  would  detec 
bim  from  furoposing  t^iis  clause  to  pa- 
aish  it. 

Mr.  Ifickhoti  aaggefted  that  tbe  clauie 
should  b^  made  opefatiye,  not  on  those 
now  in  prison  for  debt,  but  c^  those  wbo 
might  hereafter  be  so. 

Mr*  Serj.  he$t  acquiesced  in  this  sag* 
g«sUoo. 

Tbe  gftUory  was .  th^n  .qleared  for  a  di^ 
vision  on  this  clause.  Strangers  were  not 
re-admitted ;  but  we  understood,  tliatMr. 
Serjeant  Best  withdrew  this  and  bis  other 
clauses,  signifying  bis  intention  of  intra-* 
ducing  them  in  a  distinct  Bill  in  tbe 
course  of  the  session ;  and  the  Bill  was 
then  passed. 

HOUSE   OP  COJMNONS. 

Wcdneiday,  jO^cpuber  B, 

Frame  Ba&AigEJis' Biix.]  The  Attorney 
Genecal  moved  the  third  readmir  of  this 
Bill. 

Sir  S.  Romilfy  auted,  itbat  an  Act  of  the 
28th  of  the  King,  making  tbe  sanie  ofi'ence, 
or  nearly  the  same  ofience,  felony,  waa 
already  on  tbe  statute  book;  and  asked 
whether 'there  was  any  intention  to  repeal 
tbat  Act  on  passing  ihf*  present  ? 

The  Attorney  Oeneral  said,  tbe  same  ob- 
jection might  have  been  urged  last  year  t<^ 
tbe  temporary  .measure,  which  was  then 
made  to  the  permanent  one.  itif  bad  no 
objection  to  the  repeal  of  ihe  former  Ac^t, 
which  he  believed,  however,  was  not  the 
same  as. tbe  present. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
l«am,.said,  tbat  in  the  case  of  the  King  v. 
Gator,,  where  the  offence  was  seducing  ar- 
tificers out  of  tbe  country,  it  had  been 
decided  that.a  subsH)uent  Avi  against  any 
offence viHually repealed  aformer one. 

Sir  ^.  RomtUy  thought  that  this  might 
be. true,  where  the  oflence  war  altered 
from  a  misdemeanour  into  a  felony  ;  bat 
not  where  a  more  severe  punishment  was 
deciMnded  against  the  -same  description  of 
off*ence. 

Tba  last  speaker  replied,  that  the  case 
be  bad  alluded  to  was  ^(  this  description. 
Tbe  punishment  bad  before  been  100// 
fine,  which  was  increased  to  500/. — The 
Bill-then  passed. 

Iksoltbnt  Debtors'  Bill/]  Ob  tbe 
third  readinj^  of  this  Bill, 
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Sir  S.  Ramilfy  moTed;  as  an  amendment, 
to  leave  out  two  words  m  tbe  Bill.  As  it 
at  pres«»Dt  stood,  tbe  d<tbtor  was  required 
to  make  oath  as  follows  :->''  At  tbe  time 
of  passing  this  Act  I  wns  in  custody,  and 
have  ever  since  my  commitment  been  a 
close  prisoner/'  He  proposed  to  leave 
out  the  words  "  my  commitment/'  which 
would  deprive  tbe  prisoner  of  the  bene6t 
of  tbe  Act,  if  at  any  time  since  bis  being 
first  committed  to  prison,  he  had  either 
escaped  from  prison,  or  had  his  liberty, 
allowed  bim,  though  it  might  have  been 
ten  years  ago. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr. 
Kenrick,  ^r.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow,  the  Bill  passed  with  the  amend- 
maot. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMM0NS. 

Thursday,  December  9. 
Wild  Fowl.]  Mr.  Harvey  moiled  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  tbe  better  Pre- 
servation of  Wild  Fowl ;  such  as  wild 
ducks,  teal,  widgeons,  &c.  The  Acts  of 
Anne  and  George  2  on  this  subject  con- 
tained no  provision  against  the  destruction 
of  wild  fowl  which  were  the  property  of 
individuals,  by  firing  at  them :  and  he 
was  desirous  of  proposing  a  penalty  for 
this  offence,  when  committed  within  a 
certain  distance  of  a  decoy,  by  persona 
not  entitled  to  do  so.  Leave  was  given, 
the  Bill  was  brought  in,  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secoud  time  on 
the  5d  of  March,  1814. 

East  India  Duty  Bill.]  After  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Robinson  on  one  of  tbe 
clauses, 

Mr.  Pawceti  made  several  observations 
on  the  Bill.  It  seemed  necessary  that 
those  who  .were  to  apportion  the  ad 
valorem  duty  at  tbe  outports,  should  un- 
derstand the  quality  and  value  of  tbe  arti- 
cles imported :  particularly  tbe  cotton 
goods.  Sugar  also  required  some  regula- 
tions ;  there  being  a  great  difference  in 
the  prices  of  East  and  West  India  sugar, 
the  freight  of  the  former  being  so  much 
more  expensive. 

Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  the  greater  part  of  this  subject  bad 
already  been  discussed.  He  admitted, 
that  difficulties  generally  arose  in  the 
collection  of  ad  valorem  .duties.  In  the 
present  instance,  the  collection  was  expe- 
rimental, and  might  be  improved  by  the 
results  of  experience.    Notice  bad  beeti 


taken  of  the  small  allowance  of  tea,  be- 
yond which  a  ship  would  be  rendered 
liable  to  forfeiture  :  but  it  was  necessary 
to  guard  against  the  illicit  importation  of 
tea,  for  the  interests  both  of  the  country 
and  the  East  India  Company.  It  might 
happen,  that  a  ship  might  necessarily 
have  more  tea  on  board  than  she  ought  to 
carry.  If  inconveniencies  occurred,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  parliament  would  relax 
the  measure  according  to  circumstances. 
The  rule  was  the  same  as  had  generally 
applied  in  such  cases.  If  the  present  plan 
was  too  strict,  it  could  be  afterwards  taken 
into  consideration;  he  then  moved  a 
clause,  compelling  all  persons  making 
shipments  to  deliver  an  exact  account  of 
the  different  articles,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CiBcuiTOUs  Tradb  Bill.]  Lord  Cas* 
tlereagh  moved  the  third  reading  of  tbia 
Bill. 

Mr.  Grofit  said,  he  could  not  help  ex- 
pressing his  apprehensions,  that  the  pro- 
posed Bill  would  be  found  to  militate 
against  a  principle  which,  till  of  late, 
seemed  to  have  been  considered  as  funda- 
mental in  the  commercial  policy  of  this 
nation;  namely,  that  the  metropolitan 
country  should  be  the  centre  *^  of  all  the 
foreign  trade  of  iu  distant  dependencies; 
India,  as  well  as  those  possessions  stridtly 
called  colonies.  This  was  the  doctrine 
held  in  the  long  administration  of 'Mr. 
Pitt,  and  particularly  applied  to  India  by 
the  late  lord  Melfille.  Upon  the  first 
intimation,  in  the  discussions  on  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  of  a  wide  departure 
from  this  policy,  Mr.  Grant  said  he  had 
lifled  up  his  feeble  voice  against  it. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  innovate  upon  tbe 
principle  here  mentioned ;  and,  in  fact, 
to  break  it  down  by  opening  a  circuitoua 
trade  betweep  tbe  United  Kingdom,  lndia» 
North  and  South  America,  and  the  inter- 
jacent countries  out  and  home,  foreign 
Europe  and  our  American  colonies  ex- 
cepted. The  effect  of  this  would  be,  to 
enlarge  tbe  direct  intercourse  between 
India  and  North  and  South  America,  bot 
to  deprive  the  United  Kingdom  of  part  of 
the  Indian  trade  which  it  now  enjoys. 
The  Bill  indeed  provides,  that  ships  en« 
gaging  in  this  circuitous  trade  shall  clear 
out  from  the  mother  country ;  but  having 
done  this,  they  may,  after  performing  the 
circuitous  voyage,  return  hither  in  ballast, 
or,  for  aught  that  appears  in  the  Bill«  not 
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return  at  mil;  They  may  go  on  trading 
during  their  extsteqce  in  the  circottous 
route  between  Asia,  America,  and  Africa, 
without  ever  returning  to  tbig  kingdom 
again.  This  was  not  a  trade  which  pro- 
nised  much  to  enlarge  the  exports  of 
British  manufactures.  The  American 
continent,  particularly  Brazil,  is  supplied 
by  other  means  witb  our  manufactures  to 
the  extent  of  its  demands.  The  islands  at 
which  ships  may  touch  in  their  way  to 
India,  and  India  itself,  can  take  off  no 
large  quantity  of  those  manufactures  in 
addition  to  their  present  consumption. 
Ships  then  may  often  go  out  partly  in 
ballast,  and  either  take  specie  to  pu'rcbiCse 
tbeir  Indian  cargoes,  or  procure  cargoes 
by  Indian  capital,  which  wilt  make  the 
trade  essentially  Indian.  This  may  be 
the  way  to  enrich  India  and  America,  but 
B8  not.  the  way  to  enrich  this  country. 
Even  the  carrying  part  of  this  trade  cannot 
be. secured  to  British  shipping;  much 
lesB  the  profits  of  the  trade  to  British 
merchants ;  and  in  proportion  as  this  be- 
comes  a  direct  trade  4>etween  India  and 
America,  Great  Britain  loses  the  duties 
that  would  have  attached  by  making  it 
the  medium ;  and  its  American  and  West 
ladian  colonies  will  be  well  supplied  with 
Indian  manufactures  by  the  subjects  of 
sthe  United  States  and  of  South  America. 
What  shall  hinder  foreigners,  a  native  of 
Sooth  America,  for  instance,  from  settling 
in  London  for  the  pririlege  of  carrying  on 
this  trade— 'for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
ships  from  hence  for  it,  and  withdrawing 
with  their  property  when  they  shall  have 
acquired  any  in  that  trade.  Is  it  sup. 
posable,  that  when  a  direct  trade  is  esta- 
blished between  India  and  South  America, 
for  instance,  Indian  shipping  can  be 
excloded  from  this  trade  ?  British  residents 
and  ludo- British  subjects  will,  under. fo- 
reign flags,  if  not  otherwise,  carry  on  this 
trade  J  or  ships  navigating  under  the 
British  flag  might  make  those  islands  at 
which  they  are  allowed  to  touch,  places 
of  dep6t  for  Indian  goods,  to  be  supplied 
to  foreign  Europe.  But  Mr.  Grant  said, 
he  was  glad  to  understand  that  a  provision 
against  this  last-mentioned  practice  was 
intended  to  be  introduced  into  the  Bill. 
However,  the  trade  would  still  be  one,  the 
benefit  of  which  would  centre  in  India, 
not  in  this  country,  and  accelerate  the 
progress  of  India  to  independence,  as  the 
trade  of  our  former  American  colonies  to 
fioreign  Burope  accelerated  their  inde- 
pendence. 
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But  some  gentlemen  are  not  sati^fictd 
because  this  innovating  system  is  not 
poshed  stilt  farther— they  require,  that 
foreign  Europe  should  be  open  to  the 
importations  of  British  subjects  from  India. 
Not  coritented  with  having  broken  down 
a  system  which  had  existed  two  centuries, 
to  the  signal  advantage 'of  this  country, 
and  broken  it  down  upon  pretences  of 
opening  a  new  world  of  commerce,  which 
pretences  have  now  proved  "  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision,*'  the  same  parties  desire^ 
that  the  restrictions  upon  the  trade  from 
India  to  foreign  Europe  may  be  abolished. 
And  upon  what  pYea  ?  -  because  it  is  said 
foreigners  may  carry  on  trade  from  India 
to  any  part  of  Europe,  and  this  is  denied 
to  British  subjects,  who  are  therefore 
placed  on  a  worse  footing  than  those 
foreigners.  The  position,  however,  is 
erroneous.  The  only  foreigners  who  of 
late  years  traded  to  the  British  ports  in 
India  (excepting  the  Portuguese,  of  whom 
he  should  say  something  afterwards)  are 
the  North  Americans;  and  they  have 
been  restricted  to  a  direct  trade,  in  ex- 
clusion of  a  circuitous  one,  to  and  from 
India  and  the  United  States ;  they  have 
also  been  subjected  to  double  duties.  The 
same  regulations  ought  to  be  observed 
with  regard  to  all  foreigners  admitted  to 
British  ports  in  India.  If  any  of  the  fo- 
reign European  settlements  on  the  conti- 
nent of  India  are  restored  upon  a  peace, 
it  should  be  with  an  express  understand- 
ing that  they  are  to  admit  no  transatlantic 
flag  but  their  own.  This  was  undoubtedly 
the  principle  of  the  privilege  originally 
conceded  to  them  by  the  native  sbve- 
reigns,  on  the  east  of  India  especially. 
They  obtained  each  a  place  of  trade  ror 
themselves,  not  a  free  port  for  the  flags  of 
all  countries.  This  we,  who  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  sovereignty  in  India,  should 
insist  on.  The  Portuguese  only  still  retain 
ancient  Indian  possessions  of  their  own, 
and  privileges  of  trade,  which,  consistent 
with  good  faith,  we  cannot  now  annul 
without  their  consent ;  but  east  of  Cape 
Comorin  they  have  only  one  small  settle- 
ment which  is  in  Bengal,  and  there  they 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  lawjust  men- 
tioned.- Nothing  in  the  late  treaty  with 
them  opposes  this,  seeing  they  are,  as  to 
our  Indian  trade,  put  only  on  the  footing 
of  the  most  favoured  nations  •  and  none 
should  be  exempt  from  this  law.  The 
Portuguese  have  indeed  made  Goa,  which 
was  originally  a  conquest,  a  free  port; 
but  it  cannot  supply  the  great  staples 
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^itMr  of  tbe  east  or  west  of  Imiiim  fof  f  he 

Eoropean  market,  wkhout  the  p«r  form  aihD^ 
of  a  double  voyager  The  whole  of  the 
mrgument  iff  fsVour  of  the  protont  mes* 
aore,  derited  from  the  trade  whith  fo« 
reignera  have  of  lat«  yean  Carried  on  wiM 
India,  appears  to  be  unsold  ^  bec8n«o« 
first.  The  considerable  share  of  Indian 
trade  which  foreign  Europe^,  and  Ame* 
#ica,  have  enjoyed  within  the  period  of 
the  Goropany'ff  last  charter,  hits  been 
eiwing  to  the  amiataral  state  of  war  in 
which  the  workl  hto  been  long  bM, 
Second  ly»  Because  apon  a  return  of  peact 
they  will  not  only  be  deprrred  of  their 
pret^edin^  advantages,  but  we  may  admit 
t4>em  into  the  commerce  with  British  In* 
dia  only  on  the  prrncipte  of  a  direct  trade 
between  their  countries  respectively^  allttl 
India,  for  the  supply  of  their  own  wants ; 
and,  thirdly.  If  solid  peace  Were  to  reUim, 
the  advantages  possessed  by  British  stib- 
jecfs  \h  the  Indian  trade  (no  foreigner 
being  allowed  to  bring  Indian  commodi* 
ties  into  the  British  dominions)  would 
give  the  coantry  a  vast  preponderance  in 
this  trade;  all  which  advantages  will  be 
thrown  away  by  the  system  nn#  about  to 
be  introdaeed.  Bricaifi  might  be  in  a 
great  measure,  as  formerly,  the  emporiora 
of  Indian  trade ;  the  Superiority  and  ta^ 
riety  of  the  Company's  cotton  febricsv 
with  the  qnacrtifies  of  them  imported  in 
private  trade,  and  the  gr^at  staple  of 
indigo^  #ould  continae  to  attract  hither^ 
Vt  formerly  in  time  of  peace,  a  con^iotirse 
of  buyers  from  the  cnntrnent,  by  which 
other  speculations  in  the  commerce  of 
this  country  were  aloo  promoted  ;  but  by 
the  proposed  laW,  We  shall  deprive  our- 
aelves  of  this  soperiority  ;  the  tesort  of 
buyers  from  all  parts  of  Europe^  §w  the 
purchase  of  Indian  commodities  here« 
Aitist  so  far  diminish,  as  materially  to  af- 
fect the  sales  of  the  East  India  Company  ; 
and  if  Briti:$h  merchants  are  allowed  to 
carry  goods  to  foreign  Europe,  this  resort 
mtist  cease  entirel?. 

The  abilities  ot  the  noble  lord  may 
perhaps  be  employed  to  shew,  that  he 
has  taken  the  golden  mean,  the  happy 
mediom  between  two  parties  ;  but  it  may 
be  feared,  we  shall  b&  found,  in  the  rage 
of  innovation,  to  have  frustrated  our  own 
aim,  of  adding  to  the  commercial  resotfrces 
and  greatness  of  the  country. 

Lord  Caitlereagh  flietttered  hin^self  that 
he  had  so  narrowed  the  operation  of  the 
Bill,  that  it  would  not  occasion  any  very 
aeriottt  difiefenca  of  opinioii.     He  bad 
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^fore  stated,  that  at  some  fatara  thne  a 
mora  extended  meaiare  might  be  expa* 
dient^  bat^he  had  abstained  from  propoiing 
any  sof^h  at  pi^sant,  conceiving  that  it 
woald  hardly  be  omadid  in  the  presem 
state  of  the  Mssion  to  posh  any  thing  to 
which  v^y  matf^rial  objections  might  exist 
on.anj  side,  if  it  were  thoagbl  that  the 
islands  in  the  Atlantic  ailoded  to  by  the 
honoarabla  director,  namely,  the  Cape  do 
Verd  tslanda,  the  CanacieS/  and  Madeira, 
were  likely  to  afford  a  foreign  depot  that 
woald  break  in  on  the  circoitons  trade,  he 
saw  no  objection  to  take  them  out  of  the 
Bin  ;  bot  really  as  to  the  rest  of  the  mea« 
sore,  be  did  not  see  how  it  coa4d  be  ob- 
jected to,  unless  the  combat  of  last  session 
was  t4  be  renewad,  and  unless  the  faith  of 
parliament  Was  to  be  violated,  and  the 
hopes  of  those  to  whom  that  faith  was 
pfedged  were  to  be  disappoimed.  The 
hon.  director  had  argued  the  question  as  if 
Our  possessions  in  India  were  a  colony* 
They  were  neter  ao  considered.  They 
had  never  been  considered  as  a  colony, 
firom  which  foreigners  were  exchided; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  great  Hberality  had 
been  exercised  in  that  respect*  Then  as 
to  tlie  general  policy,  and  the  injory  which 
this  coantry  might  sustain  from  the  frncti* 
fication  of  the  commerce  of  British  subjects 
abroad,  or  from  the  employment  of  tb^ 
capital  of  foreigners  at  hoave,  he  confessed 
that  he  could  never  think  it  ail  injory  to 
the  country  that  a  British  merchant  should 
extend  his  commercial  affairs  in  foreign 
countries^  or  that  a  foreign  merchant,  by 
carrying  on  commerce  in  England,  should 
at  once  serve  himaelf  and  t>eaefit  the 
empire.  This  was  a  subject  which  ought 
to  be  viewed  with  a  liberal  feeling ;  and  so 
far  was  he  from  being  alarmed  at  the  two 
eases  suggested  by  tivs  hon.  director,  that 
he  thoaght  soand  commercial  policy  de« 
manded  the  enoouragement  of  them.  He 
mast  look  at  the  question,  not  as  the  hon» 
director  looked  at  it  (and  very  properly) 
in  a  corporate/  bat  in  a  national  view. 
Parliament,  in  the  act  of  giving  to  the  Eaei 
India  Conlpany  the  exclusive  ti'ade  to 
China,  had  declared  to  them,  that  they 
mutt  share  the  remainder  of  their  com<* 
merce  with  the  other  subjects  of  the  land. 
Now,  unlets  the  private  British  merchant 
had  the  common  facilities  given  him  for 
constructing  his  voyage,  and  coming  to 
an  advantageous  market  on  his  way  home« 
he  would  not  start  fairly  with  his  compe- 
titors. He  reprobated  all  attempts  at  ob<- 
tainipg  oadoa  advantages  ia  comtttreuA 
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matters.  It  was  the  general  Interest  of 
commerce,  that  commercial  men  should 
stand  on  equal  grounds;  and  when  one 
party  attempted  to  injure  another,  the 
wound  was  usually  mutual.  Let  the  Eng- 
lish merchant  prosecute  his  speculations  to 
America,  if  they,  were  favourable  to  him  ; 
and  if  they  were  not  so,  he  would  abstain 
9i  his  own  accord.  He  repeated,  that  he 
had  already  narrowed  the  Bill  (and  he 
would  still  further  narrow  it  by  striking 
out  the  Atlantic  islands),  in  order  to  pre^ 
▼ent  any  serious  discussion.    And  he  sug- 

Sested  the  expediency  of  postponing  the 
ebate  on  the  larger  question  to  a  Aiture 
period ;  and  of  concurring  not  to  fight  by 
anticipation  that  battle  which  some  time 
or  other  would  probably  be  fought  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Gram,  in  explanation,  said,  he  had. 
not  considered  India  as  if  it  were  under 
our  colonial  system,  having  expressly 
spoken  of  the  rights  of  other  European 
nations  settled  in  that  country.  Nor  had 
be  treated  the  present  question  as  the 
India  Company  might  be  affected  by  it, 
but  upon  principles  of  national  policy. 

Mr.  /t  ThornUm  expressed  the  satisfac*^ 
lion  which  he  felt,  and  which  he  was  sure 
the  India  Company  would  feel,  at  the 
Doble  lord's  having  consented  to  except 
the  islands  from  the  Bill ;  apprehending, 
as  they  did,  that  those  islands  would 
otherwise  form  a  dep6t,  whence  to  supply 
England  at  present,  and  foreign  Europe  at 
a  future  period.  Neither  were  they  very 
partial  to  the  concession  which  was  now 
to  be  made  to  British  merchanu,  of  allow- 
ing them  to  embark  in  the  coasting  or 
carrying  trade  of  India.  Thev  knew  that 
the  merchants  were  to  be  allowed  to  go 
from  port  to  port  in  India,  for  the  purpose 
of  disposing  of  their  cargoes,  or  collecting 
freight ;  but  they  conceived  that  the  coast- 
\n^  trade  should  be  left  to  the  country 
ships.  Although  he  was  not  much  alarmed 
at  the  present  Bill,  he  confessed  that  he 
did  feel  alarm  at  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord,  as  to  measures  that  he  might 
propose  at  a  future  time.  He  hoped  that 
evil  day,  however,  would  never  arrive; 
and  while  he  thanked  the  noble  lord  for 
the  liberality  he  had  shewn  upon  the 
present  occasion,  he  trusted,  that  it  would 
be  an  encouragement  to  him  to  continue 
that  liberality. 

Mr.  Pinti^  thought  it  evident,  that  the 

capital  of  the   East  India  Company  was 

not  sufficient  to  embrace  the  whole  trade 

of  India,  as  weil  as  China ;   and  that  it 
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therefore  stood  to  reason,  that  the  British 
merchants  should  be  allowed  to  embrace 
that  part  of  it  to  which  the  Company  was 
not  equal.  When  this  was  permitted  to 
them,  he  thought  they  should  have  the 
same  facilities  that  foreigner*  had  for  car- 
rying on  the  trade.  He  denied  that  it  was 
on  account  of  her  neutral  character  that 
America  had  of  late  years  traded  so  exten* 
sively  to  India.  While  roost  of  the  ports 
of  Europe  were  under  French  controul, 
they  were  shut  against  American  ships 
laden  with  India  produce,  as  much  as 
against  British  ships.  The  great  advan- 
tage which  the  Americans  possessed  was* 
in  their  being  at  liberty  to  embark  in  the 
trade  to  India  with  ships  of  whatever 
burthen  they  thought  proper,  and  which 
they  might  send  at  whatever  time  wasmost 
convenient.  He  was  convinced  that  the  de- 
priving British  merchants  of  those  facilities 
for  carrying  on  the  trade  which  foreigners 
enjoyed,  was  not  the  way  to  make  this 
country  the  emporium  of  the  India  trade» 
There  was  no  occasion  for  binding  the 
British  merchants  to  return  immediately 
to  this  country;  for  every  British  mer- 
chant would  naturally  feel  desirous  to 
return  to  Britain,  unless  his  commercial 
interests  should  detain  him  abroad. 

Mr.  Robinson  re«stated  several  of  the 
arguments  urged  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr* 
Grant),  though  he  admitted  that  the  expul- 
sion of  the  islands  firom  the  Bill  would 
remove  much  of  his  objection  to  it  He 
condemned,  however,  the  privilege  which 
private  vessels  were  to  enjoy  of  carrying 
on  the  coasting  trade  in  India.  He  had 
understood  that  those  vessels  were  to  be 
permitted  to  go  from  port  to  port  in  India 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  their  outward^ 
and  of  purchasing  their  homeward  cargo; 
but  he  had  not  been  aware,  that  it  was 
intended  to  allow  them  to  interfere  urith 
the  Company's  shipping  interest  in  the 
coasting  trader 

Mr.  Alderman  Jikuu  was  proud  to  see 
that  this  Bill  was  likely  to  extend  the 
intercourse  to  IndU  through  British  ship- 
ping. He  thought  the  noble  lord  had  most 
accurately  laid  down  the  true  principles 
which  should  guide  the  practical  merchant, 
as  well  as  the  statesman.  If,  in  order  to 
gain  e;cclusive  advantages,  we  were  to  lay- 
on  duties,  or  embarrass  the  trade  of  fo- 
reigners, they  might  also  lay  on  counter- 
duties  ;  and  in  this  manner  the  general  in- 
terests of  commerce  might  be  injured,  with- 
out our  obtaining  those  advantages  which 
the  fisir  principle  of  competition  might 

(T)   "^ 
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enstirc  to  tfs.  When  he  coittemplAt^d  the 
advantages  possessed  by  the  neutral  traders, 
he  felt  alarmed  ;  but  he  now  saw  that  tht 
present  Bill  gave  the  same  to  British  mer- 
chants. He  thought  that,  in  coqsequence 
of  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  Engfand 
would  really  become  the  emporium  of  the 
East. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fawcett 
and.  Mr.  Idle,  the  Bill  went  through  the 
Committee  (in  which  the  clause  respecting 
the  islands  of  Cape  de  Verd,  the  Canaries, 
and  Madeira,  was  expunged),  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  receiyed  to- 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  December  10. 

The  royal  assent  was  notified  by  com- 
mission to  the  Exchequer  Bills  Bill,  the 
Scot's  Salt  Bill,  the  Mutiny  Bill,  tbe  Local 
Militia  Bill,  the  Militia  Amendment  Bill, 
tbe  Insolvent  Debtors'*  Amendment  Bill| 
tbe  Madder  Bill,  the  Watch  and  Ward 
Bill,  and  two  private  Bills. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, lord  Walsingham,  and  lord  Redes- 
dale. 

Frame  BftEAKiNG  Bill.]-  The  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  tb^ 
Frame-breaking  Bill. 

Lord  Holland  observed  upon  tlie  absur- 
dity of  the  wording  of  the  Bill,  which 
stated  ''  that  whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
amend  and  render  perpetual  the  said  Act 
(the  former  Act),  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
that  all  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  shall 
cease  and  determine.^' 

Lord  Redesdale  proposed  amendments 
to  i)bviate  this  incongruity,  by  inserting 
words  to  the  effect,  that  the  lormer  Act 
should  be-  repealed,  and  other  provisions 
substituted  in  lieu  thereof* 

These  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to. 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  repeal  of  the  former  Act,  and  that  minis- 
ters had  found  it  efTectual  in  putting  down 
the  evil.  That  it  had  been  so  effectual, 
however,  was  owing  to  the  activity,  the 
intellrgence,  and  zeal  of  the  corporation 
of  the' town  of  Nottingham.  He  mentioned 
tliis,  I)ecause  it  would  be  recollected,  that 
some  time  sirice  a  Bill  passed  the  three 
branches  of  the  legislature,  for  depriving 
that  corporation,  to  a  considerable  extent 
(uDJQstly^  at  he  contended),  of  their  cor* 


Cbj^er  CwfttHty.  f  #7ff 

porate  rights  ;  and  if  ihat  stibjict  sbould 
again  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  he  trusted  the  observattbns  he 
had  now  made.  Would  be  borne  in  the  me- 
mory of  their  lofdship^. 

Tht  Bill  passed  through  the  c<mimi(tee, 
with  the  amendments. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  December  10. 

Copper  Currency.]  Mr.  Patcoe  Orenfelt 
rose  to  move  for  certain  papers  respecting 
the  state  of  the  copper  currency.  He  had 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session  offered  «ome 
observations  on  ibis  subject  to  the  House. 
The  information  he  had  since  received,  and 
the  observations  he  bad  made  in  passing 
through  several  parti  of  the  country,  con- 
vinced him  that  he  hdd  not  over-rated  th6 
inconveniences  and  mischiefs  arising  from 
the  redondancy  of  the  copper  coin  in  cir- 
culation. They  were  not  pwing^  hoWever, 
to  the  redundancy  of  tb^  legal  coin,  but 
of  tbe  counterfeit  halfpence  and  copper 
tokens,  not  authorized  by  the  law  of  the 
land.  He  had  made  sortie  calculations,  to 
shew  the  mischief  arising  frodithe  circula- 
tron  of  the  counterfeit  halfpenbe.  It  ap- 
peared, that  a  pound  of  real  copper  was 
made  into  70  of  these  halfpence,  which 
were  in  value  equal  to  is.  2d.  Now  a 
pound  of  copper  was  worth  only  ]^d*  so 
that  the  profit  to  the  manufdcturer  was 
cent,  per  cpnt ;  and  for  every  20/.  which 
he  disposed  of,  he  pOt  20/.  clear  gain  into 
his  pocket.  The  copper  tokens  were  not 
so  debased,  nor  tb6  profit  so  great ;  but 
there  was  temptaiidn  enovfgh  left  to  the 
maker  to  force  then^  into  trircolation  in 
every  way  he  could.  Among  other  means 
resorted  to,  he  was  informed  by  a  letter 
which  he  had  that  morning  r^cieived  from 
a  respectable  tradesman  in  London,  that  a 
Mr.  Newman,  an  oilman,  had  applied  to  a 
manufacturer  of  these  tokens  to  supply  him 
with  soap  and  candles,  and  thdt  the  latter 
had  consented  to  deal  With  him  on  con- 
dition that  the  tradesman  Would  take  his 
copper  tokens  in  payment.  Mr.  Grenfelt 
tb ought  that  these  impositions  were  the 
more  intolerable  in  tbi^  co'ontry,  wher^ 
there  were  copper  mines  producing  four 
times  ^3  much  copper  as  all  th^  rest  of 
Europe,  and  twice  as  much  is  all  the  rest 
of  the  w'orld.  The  most  effectual  remedy 
Would  be  for  government  to  meet  the  ex- 
pence  of  calling  in  tbe  old  1>>wer  halfpence, 
and  at  tbe  same  time  to  put  down  tho 


Digitized  by 


Google 


am 


f^fjmii 


Otc.  IS,  ]$is. 


[978 


^y  ^tpf  pfV-Hg^iie^t.  He  coocluded  wiU^ 
A9J[>Qg#  ^#1  Oil^e  pe  laid  bciibre  the  ^ooae 
C^ies  iff  a  w^iQoni^  of  the  ma^ofacturery 
wA  ^t%(\^fp,  brever»  ana  licensed  victual- 
ie;rs^  a4^jr.wed  tp  the  committee  on  t^e 
copper  currency ;  ^and  f  Uo  a  letter  ifom 
Jjupttf  Clfiirfce,  ,f sq.  JU)  the  members  ;rf  hif 
Jlfaj^y's  councils  pn  tJie  tame  subject 
Mr.  WhUbra^d  seconded  the  motion. 
.  'the  Cifl^cellpr  9fih  EfcJifiifuer  8aid>  be 
)qid  been  a^ked  lai^t  yev  whether  any 
I9g^9urf«  9f^e  in  Uie  cont^^pl^uop  of 

g^f^rnVQcnt  to  remedy  the  ajbu»es  ^isiqg 
9ra  tbe  debaifeo^^t  K>f  tjbe  copper  cur- 
yyyvcy  ;  and  be  was  ^yv  br^ppy  fo  ,i;oafirm 
the  answer  which  he  had  then  giveo. 
Tb^e  popai4erat,i9ft  of  e^peo^e  would  no 
jonge^  ^etf^r  t^m  ,from  caJilijpg  \^  the  o(d 
•Tower  halfpence,  ^d  the  issue  of  a  new 
4y>iwtge  wooM  ^oon  ^ake  the  counjterfeit 
J^al^oce  and  tokens  disappear.  .  He' 
.viabed  ,the  iatention  of  gpver^i^ent  t^  be 
IDAdie  as  public  ^s  possible,  as  it  migb,t 

{cevent  persons  fr^^m  incurriAg  considera* 
U  loss  by  the  Bfi^uiaQture  of  copper 
tokens. 

Mr.  Whkbre^4  expressed  hb  high  satis- 
faction  in  the  p^keasure  which  was  thus  an* 
noupced  t.o  bie  to  the  contemplation  of  go- 
jf^raineQU 

The  motion  for  the  papers  was  then 
agreed  to. 

The  ChmctlloTofiht  Exchcqt^er  asked  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  BiU  to  repeal  tbe  Mad- 
der Actfj^stpa^d;  and  to  br|ng  in  aoo- 
iW  on  the  same  subject.  Ti^r^  was, 
jm^ortfUH^eiy,  a  ma^rial  omission  ip  the 
Act ;  the  word  <  Madder/  whixJi  was  the 
principal  wor{),  having  been  omitted 
.tbrpughout.     [A  laugh.] 

Leafe  waa  giv^n;  and  the  Bill  was 
brought  up,  apd  read  a  first  and  second 


HOl&SE  OF  LORDS. 

Mofiday,  December  1,3. 

In  th#  case  of  the  King  r.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Abbot  ^nd  Mr.  BuUer  were  heard  for 
^  plaintiff  in  error  (Hawkins) ;  and  Mr. 
Serjeant  Pell  ^nd  Mr.  ^^vofi,  jun.  for  the 
dttfeadant  m  er^or.  further  hearing  on 
Wednesday.  • 

This  wai  an  infiuint^on  against  Haw- 
kins, in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto^  to 
fbew  cause  by  ^vjiat  right  ive  chimed  to 
^ercise  the  office  of  an  alderman  of  the 
.borangh  9f  Salta#h.    Mr.  Hawkins  and  a 


Mr.  ibicer  were  candidates*.  When  two 
Yptes  had  beep  given  for  each,  Mr.  Haw« 
kins  wa,s  questioned  whether  he  had  qua- 
lified, by  taking  the  sacrament  according 
to  the  ntes  of  the  Church  of  England? 
an^  answered  that  be  had  not.  The  elec? 
tipn,  however,  went  on;  and  16  voted  foe 
Mr.  Spicer,  and  about  20  for  Mr.  Hawkins. 
I'he  object  of  the  proceedings  was,  to  have 
the  election  of  Mr.  Spicer  declared  valid  ; 
tjbe  voters  who  polled  for  Mr.  Hawkins 
(except  the  two  as  above  mentioned)  hav* 
ing  voted  for  him  after  notice  of  his  dis- 
qualification. Their  votes,  therefore,  it 
was  to  be  contended,  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  nullity  ;  and  so  it  was  decided 
)>y  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  from  vihose 
judgment  this  writ  of  error  was  brought. 

Mistake  in  the  Madder  Durrss  Act.] 
A  Bill  to  rectify  a  mistake  in  the  Maddef 
X)utiQs  Act,  whtch  received  the  royal  as- 
sent on  Friday  (namely,  the  omission  of 
the  word  '  Madder'  throughout  the  Act), 
was  brought  up  from  the  Commons  by  Mr. 
Courtenav,  and  other  members. 

Lord  naUingkam  moved  the  first  reading; 
and  then,  that  the  standing  orders  (which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration this  day)  should  be  suspended, 
for  tlie  purpose  of  passing  the  Bill  through 
its  other  stages  that  night.  He  stated, 
that  in  the  Madder  Duty  Act,  the  words 
'  on  madder'  were  left  out;  so  that  it 
appeared  as  if  the  Act  bad  been  a  re* 
peal  of  all  duties  on  importation*  The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  declare, 
that  only  the  duties  on  the  importation  of 
madder  were  repealed ;  and  as  this  was 
merely  a  Bill  to  correct  a  mistake,  he  hoped 
^here  would  be  no  objection  to  his  motion. 

The  Lord  Cliancellor  nM,  the  mere  state- 
ment that  there  bad  been  a  mistake,  woul4 
have  been  no  good  reason  with  him  for 
suspending  the  standing  order;  bi^t  this 
was  a  mistake  of  vast  o^uequence,  and 
one  of  which  the  mischievoof  consequences 
would  be  incr^asinff  during  every  moment 
of  delay  in  its  rectification.  It  was  on  that 
ground  that  he  agreed  to  the  motion ;  but 
iSe  hoped  care  would  in  future  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  mistakes, 
either  in  this  or  the  other  House. 

The  Bill  was  then  forwarded  through 
its  several  stages,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

-   Monday,  December  13. 
Pooa  Laws.]    Mr.  Homer  rose  to  sub- 


Digitized  by 


<8oogIe 


S79]    HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

nit  a  few  observaliont  to  the  Hoviit^  upon 
a  subject  of  considerable  imporunce;  and 
his  object  in  rising  was,  to  persuade  tbc 
House  to  adopt  certain  resolutions,  wbich 
night  prevent  the  introduction  of  any 
clause  or  clauses  into  local  Bills  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  contrary  to  and  incon- 
aistent  with  the  esublisbed  law  of  the  land. 
The  House  was  aware,  that  a  commiUee 
had  been  appointed  to  examine  into  all 
the  Poor  Bills  which  had  been  passed,  he 
believed,  since  J  800,  with  a  view  to  as* 
certain  what  clauses,  of  the  description  he 
had  alluded  to,  had  crept  into  such  Bills. 
A  Bill  also,  brought  in  by  an  hon.  and 
learned  friend  of  bis,  was  now  before  the 
House,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was  to 
repeal  clauses  of  that  nature.  With  re- 
spect to  that  Bill,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
aay  that  he  entirely  approved  of  all  the 
provisions  contained  in  it;  but  when  it 
ahould  come  regularly  before  the  House 
for  discussion,  he  might  perhaps  hear  rea- 
sons which  would  induce  him  to  altfMr  some 
opinions  he  now  enteruined.  That  Bill, 
however,  was  to  have  a  retrospective 
effect ;  and,  whatever  might  be  thought 
as  to  the  past,  it  must  be  allowed,  that,  to 
prevent  similar  defecu  in  future,  was  of 
the  utmost  importance.  The  objection- 
able clauses  in  question  easily  found  their 
way  into  local  poor  Bills,  because  they, 
being  of  the  nature  of  private  Bills,  did 
not  receive  that  attention  from  the  House 
which  would  be  likely  to  prevent  the  in* 
troduction  of  them.  It  appeared  firom  the 
roport  of  the  committee,  that  theee  clauses 
were  of  a  two-fold  description.  The  one 
aort  went  to  alter  the  law  of  the  land  in 
the  mode  of  assessments,  rating,  &c.  which 
ought  never  to  be .  permitted,  unless  a 
strong  exception  could  be  made  out  in  the 
case  of  particular  districts,  where  th^ 
«do|)tion  of  the  ordinary  methods  would 
be  inadequate.  The  other  sort  of  clauses 
altered  the  law  of  settlement  in  certain 
parishes,  and  (to  the  shame  of  the  legisla- 
ture be  it  spoken)  gave  the  power  of  in- 
flicting corporal  punishment  on  the  poor 
to  persons  quite  unGt  for  such  an  authority. 
It  was  his  decided  opinion,  that  upon  no 
pretence  wha^tever  ought  such  clauses  as 
these  last  to  receive  the  sanction  of  that 
Hou&e;  and  it  was  to  those  in  particular 
that  he  now  meant  his  intended  remedy 
to  apply.  Some  regulation,  indeed,  ought 
to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  the  others, 
relating  to  the  mode  of  assessment,  rating. 
Ice. ;  but  a  remedy  fur  that  would,  per- 
haps, grow  more  naturally  o^t  of  the  dis- 


cosstoo  <m  the  Bill  of  his  learned  friend; 
He  sboukl»  tberefbro,  move,  that  it  be.m 
Standing  Order  of  the  House,  for  the  pre- 
sent sesaioQ,  that  ho  Bill  should  be  intro* 
doced,  containing  any  clause  or  clauses 
relating  to  tba  settlement  of  the  poor,  or 
the  corporal  punishment  of  them,  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  land.  In  order  to  en* 
force  that  order,  he  should  also  move,  ia 
the  same  way,  that  no  such  clause,  or 
clauses,  be  proposed  in  any  select  com- 
mittee; and,  to  give  efficacy  to  the  whole, 
a  third  standing  order,  that  the  chairman 
of  every  select  committee  on  such  Bills  do 
report  *to  the  House  whether  those  orders 
have  or  have  not  been  strictly  complied 
with. 

The  Speaker  suggested  to  the  hon.  mover, 
that  a  standing  order  was  a  perpetual 
order ;  and  that,  as  he  meant  these  to  be 
only  experjimental,  it  would  be  better  to 
move  them  in  the  way  of  resolutions;  it 
being  competent  to  h<m  or  any  other  hon. 
member,  at  the  end  of  the  sesRion,  to  move, 
without  amendment,  if  thought  proper, 
that  they  be  considered  as  standing  orders 
of  the  House. 

The  ChmtceUor  <if  the  Excheqwr  rose  to 
express  his  entire  concurrence  m  the  sen- 
timenu  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
and  his  satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  introduced  his  resolutions.  What- 
ever might  be  bis  opinion  of  the  Bill  that 
was  to  act  retrospectively,  it  was  undoubt- 
edly proper  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
clauses  which  would  cause  so  great  a  dis- 
parity in  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  place 
them  under  such  very  duOferent  treatment, 

Mr.  Serjeant  Otuhw  also  concurred 
in  the  sentiments  of  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Homer }«  and  begged 
leave  to  offer  him  his  thanks  for  the  care 
and  attention  he  had  bestowed  on  this  sub- 
ject. None  of  those  clauses  would  have 
been  passed,  if  the  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  properly  directed  to  the  subject* 
When  renting  a  house  of  10/.  yearly  value 
gave  a  settlement  in  one  district,  and  was 
no  qualification  for  a  settlenient  in  another, 
the  magistrates  were  placed  under  cir- 
cumstances of  great  difficulty  In  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Poor  Laws.  As  to  the  clauses 
which  subjected  the  poor  to  corporal  pa- 
rfshment,  they  were  alien  to  the  feelings 
of  Englishmen,  and  to  the  general  law  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Kenrkk  concurred  in  the  reaolutiODS 
Which  were  proposed ;  and  postponed  the 
introduction  of  his  Bill  till  the  9rd  March. 
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Mr.  Han^  tpproTed  of  the  proposed 
regQUtioos ;  but  Irnsted*  thmt  th«y  would 
noi  exclude  sack  claa«es  from  being  moTed 
io  a  commutee  of  tbe  wbole  House,  in 
cdies  where  it  misht  be  necessary  and 
beneficial  to  alteir  tne  common  law  of  the 
land,  as  applicable  to  particular  districts. 
With  regard  to  the  power  vested  in  the 
governors  of  poor-houses  to  inflict  corporal 
pnnishment,  he  apprehended  there  coald 
be  but  one  opinion  upon  the  subject* 

Sir  Samuel  RomUfy  concurred  in  these 
resolotions;  butsuggested  that  they  ought 
to  be  carried  still  further.  There  was 
another  description  of  clauses*  as  excep- 
tionable as  those  which  had  been  stated 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  fKend,  and  to 
which  he  had  himself  called  the  attention 
of  the  Hoase.  He  meant  those  clauses 
which  empowered  the  trustees  to  employ 
the  poor  in  a  manner  not  authorised  by 
law;  such  as  fanning  them  out  at  their 
pleasure,  or  dispofiug  of  them  to  those 
who  wished  to  hire  them  by  the  day,  or 
such  other  term  as  was  agreed  on* 

Mr.  Homer  expressed  his  willingness  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  and  proposed  to  alter  the 
first  resolution  by  inserting  the  words,''  or 
employment,''    after  the  word  ''  settle- 

The  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  wished 
the  hon.  gentleman  to  take  a  little  time 
for  consideration  before  he  incorporated 
the  proposed  amendment ;  as  there  were 
many  cases  in  which  it  was  proper  to  allow 
of  the  employment  of  the  poor  under  the 
discretion  of  the  trustees. 

Sir  S.  Romiily  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
press  the  alteration  at  present;  afler  which 
It  was  withdrawn,  and  the  several  Resolu- 
tions tben  passed  unanimously. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
7Wm%,  December  14. 

l^he  royal  assent  was  notified  bv  com- 
mission to  the  Brandy  Bill,  the  Madder 
Amendment  Bill,  tbe  Royal  Marine  Mu- 
tiny  Bill,  the  Temporary  Insolvent  Debtors' 
Bill,  the  Felons' Transportation  Bill,  and  a 
Road  Bill. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  earl  of  Li? erpool  and  lord  Wal- 
singham. 

East  Iict>fA  CibcuitouS  TaAnx.]  On 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  East 
India  Circuitous  Trade  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  BuckinghoMdre  observed. 
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that  this  meaiore  was  a  consequence  of 
the  Act  of  last  session,  opening  the  direct 
trade  to  India  to  the  merchants  of  this 
coontry ;  it  being  distinctly  understood  at 
the  time  of  passing  ih<it  Act,  that  the  cir* 
cuitous  trade  to  India  would  also  be  opened 
to  the  British  merchants,  and  a  clause  re* 
ferring  to  this  object  having  alxo  been  in- 
troduced into  that  Act.  ihis  measure, 
therefore,  was  the  result  of  a  distinct  un- 
derstanding to  that  effect  with  the  mer* 
chants  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  East  India 
Company  on  the  other  ;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  he  presumed,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  to-morrow. 


HOrSE  ;0F  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  December  14. 

Tni  PaiNcB  OF  Okanob  ;  and  tbb  An- 
JOuaMMENT  OF  Fabliambnt  }  Sir  Jamci 
Mackmtoih  rose  and  observed,  that,  in 
consequence  of  having  observed  in  the 
London  Gasette  of  last  Saturday,  a  new 
designation  given  to  his  Majesty's  ambas- 
sador at  the  Hague,  and  anew  sovereignty 
announced  as  subsisting  in  tbe  territory 
which,  in  the  ancient  order  of  Europe, 
had  been  subject  to  the  Republic  of  the 
United  Provinces  ^a  government  which 
after  two  centuries,  generally  of  the  closest 
amity  with  England,  had  at  length  been 
destroyed  upon  the  sole  and  avowed  ground 
of  alliance  with  his  Majest)),  he  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  come  to  the  House 
yesterday,  as  soon  as  he  had  seen  official 
and  authentic  evidence  of  so  great  a  revo- 
lution, to  pot  a  question  respecting  it  to  the 
noble  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiiirs.  Cir- 
cumstances known  to  that  noble  lord  had 
induced  him  to  postpone  the  question  till 
to*day.  He  was  aware  that  he  was  pr^ 
eluded  by  the  usage  of  parliament  fit>m 
introducing  it  by  any  preliminary  obser* 
vations;  and  if  be  had  not  been.  so,. he 
should  have  imposed  the  same  restraint 
voluntarily  upon  himself;  for  he  could  as- 
sure the  noble  lord,  that,  though  he  trusted 
he  should  always  boldly  perform  his  public 
duty  whenever  he  thought  that  he  clearly 
perceived  it,  yet  be  folt,  as  strongly  as  the 
noble  lord  could,  the  painful  delicacy  of 
the  subject;  and  he  should  assuredly  do 
nothing,  either  now  or  hereafter*  to  aggra* 
vatethe  difficulty  which  naturally  be- 
longed to  it.  He  then  stated  his  question 
as  follows : 

Was  it  known  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
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mefit,  before  the  departure  of  bis  serene 
higbaes^  ihe  Priiu;e  of  Orange  fVoip  Eng- 
la^,  Uiat  bis  aemie  iiigbnese  intended  to 
assume  or  to  accept  tili^s  aid  aqUiioiiitieB 
unitnown  to  tbe  legal  conatitution  of  the 
United  Pn>jrince6,  and  manifesting  a  de- 
ienniDatioii  sot  to  re-eatabliab  4ie  ancient 
aud  lawfol  goirerninent  of  tbat  republic  ? 
Were  these  measurea  adopted  by  hie 
5erene  highness  witb  tbe  approbation  of 
liis  Majesty's  gorermnent^  ai;ui  witb  tbe 
concurrence  of  bis  allies  ? 

Lord  (Ufstiereagh  said,  that  be  was  not 
privy,  before  tbe  Prince  of  Orange's  de- 
parture, to  any  deter  mi  nation  on  tbe  par^ 
of  his  serene  highness  witb  respect  to  the 
governmeDt  that  was  to  be  eatablisbi^d ; 
nor  did  be  believe  that  his  serene  highness 
bad  come  to  any  such  deterroinatipn ;  as 
what  was  called  the  provisional  govern- 
ment already  exercised  tbe  administration 
from  which  he  bad  received  the  invitation. 
Thai  the  form  of  government  which  had 
i>een  adopted  was  the  resuk  of  Ihe  spon- 
4aneoQs  and  unaniroous  wish  of  the  people 
of  Holland  of  a44  parties;  as  omoh  of  those 
who  were  formerly  the  enemies  of  the 
House  of  Orange,  and  who  were  now 
among  its  most  sseatous  pactizans,  as  of 
those  who  had  always  been  attached  to  it. 
That  what  appeared  in  the  Gazette  was  a 
notice  of  the  apf>ointmecit  of  our  ambas- 
'  sador  to  the  government  of  Holland*  That 
in  making  this  appointment  the  King's 
government  had  an  ansious  desire  to  ab- 
stain from  any  interference  with  the  do- 
mestic concerns  of  that  country.  That 
the  credentials  to  lord  Clancarty  bad  been 
purposely  delayed,  until  bia  Majesty's 
government  knew  what  form  of  govern- 
ment was  established  In  Holland  ;  and  it 
was  not  until  it  was  commonioated  to  our 
ambassador,  under  what  title  the  Prince  of 
Orange  was  to  exercise  tbe  government, 
that  the  credentials  were  sent  to  him  in 
the  form  it  had  appeared. 

Sir  •/dunss  Jlfac^ia/oift'rose  tostiUe,  that 
in  consequence  of  what  had.  passed,  and 
upon  other  grounds  of  constitutional  and 
parliamentary  policy,  he  should,  witb  his 
mtsent  views  of  public  «doty,  feel  himself 
^ond  to  resist  an  adjournment  for  a  much 
longer  period  than  the  usual  recess  of  par- 
liaaioDt;  unless  t^e  mov^sr  should  lay  as 
strong  ground  for  such  a  proceeding  be- 
^e  5ie  House,  as  a  minister  wpuld  think 
aaccssayy,  if  upon  his  ministerial  respon- 
vibllity  he  had  brought'down  a  recommea- 
4ation  to  tbe  same  effect  from  the  crown* 
Lovd  CofUn^tigh  saidj  that  itwas  his  in- 
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lAB^ion  ^  mote,  that  the  Houfe  ^ould,  at 
k»  rjsjng,  adJQurn  to  Friday  p^^  It  waf 
probaWe,  th^t  ^on  Monday  the  ulterior 
adjournment  WQMld  tak^  piace.  Tive  Jbon. 
and  learned  geoAleman  .mjigb^,  therefore, 
^e  Uiat  oppoft^ty  of  expjressing  bis  sen- 
tiA^nts  in/9|^fM>sj^ion  to  the  adiourwneot- 

Hi»rQ  the  conversation  ended  ;  aivd  upop  - 
lbs  motion.of  lord  Castterea^b^  the  Hpuse 
was  ordered  to  adjourn,  at  its  risi^ig,  till 
Friday. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Friday,  December  17. 

Tbe  royal  asse^  wjas  notifted,  by  cpm- 
oliissipn,  to  the  £a^  lt»4'm  Duties  Bill,  the 
East  India  Circuitojuf  Trade  Bill,  ^  East 
India  Shippvig  Bill,  t^ie  Poiice  Bill,  tbe 
London  Militia  Enlisgnent  Bill,  &c.  &c. 

The  (Convmissipners  were  the  I^d  Cha^- 
A:eiior,  Iprd  vi^unt  Melville,  fmd  lord 
W^iUiogham. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridq,^,  December  1 7. 
Apjou«*i|i^aNT  ow  Parliament.]  The 
ChamxUor  qf  the  Mxcheqf^  n^»ved,  that  tb^ 
House,  on  it^  rising,  should  ^jo.urn  to 
Monday  next;  on  which  day,  he  begged 
leave  to  state*  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  to  move^ 
an  adjoornmen^  till  the  1st  of  March, 

Cojp^erCu^rWicy.I  The  Cfioncellor  qf 
the  Mxcheqiur  moved  tbe  p^rder  of  tbe  day 
for  tbe  House  reviving  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  He  hoped  that  jt  would 
not  be  thought  irregular  in  him,  to  takje 
this  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  remove 
a  misappre^tension  which  had  taken  place, 
in  consequence  of  a  statement  of  what  had 
fallen  fronp  him  in  answer  to  a  question 
which  had  been  put  to  him  by  an  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Grenfell).  The  misap- 
prehenaion  and  alarm  which  it  hftd  caused 
had  already  produced  very  serious  incon- 
reniencies,  particularly  among  tbe  lower 
classes.  Tbe  que;stion  was,  with  respect 
to  the  copper  currency ;  aiid  tie  was  sorry 
to  find,  that  from  some  misapprejif  Qsion 
of  what  he  bad  said  in  reply,  there  bad 
been  a  pretty  general  discredit  of  the 
Tower  halfpence,  which  were  issued  by 
his  Majesty^s  proclamation,  were  the  legal 
copper  currency  of  (he  land,  fuid  jai>qued« 
tioiiably  a  lawful  tender  in  thoj^e  payments 
which  could  b.e  made  in  copper  currency. 
He  WM  suje,  that  no  pti'soa  who  ^j^d  at- 
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tended  to  w^i  he  satd  in  tlifat  House  coCifd 
h^ve  80  far  misapprehended  his  stetemem, 
nor  was*  he  aware  that  any  statement  of 
it  which  had  heen  given  to  the  poblie  jas- 
tified  this  misapprehension  and  alarm. 
He  should,  however,  now  expressly  state> 
that  the  old  Tower,  halfpence  w^re  legally 
made  current  by  the  King^s  proclamsition ; 
that  they  were  legal  tenders ;  and  that 
they  would  be  received  by  government  at 
their  legal  .current  price.  As  it  was  the 
intention  of  government  to  receive  them 
^t  the  full  value  of  the  currency,  although 
it  might  take  some  time  to  consider  the 
best  means  of  calling  them  in;  yet  he 
trusted  that  this  statement  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  remove  all  apprehension  or  alarm 
from  the  minds  of  those  who  were  now 
possessed  of  them. 

Mr.  Qtenfell  said,  that  the  statement  now 
made  was  precisely  what  he  understood 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  having 
said  upon  a  former  occasion.  The  only 
object  of  his  question  was,  to  remove  from 
circulation  the  base  and  adulterated  copper 
coin,  or  local  tokens,  which  were  before 
taken  in  payments ;  aud  to  have  the  Tower 
halfpence  called  in  at  their  full  value;  either 
to  be  paid  in  Bank  notes,  or  to  be  replaced 
By  a  new  coinage.  He  could,  not  avoid 
returning  his  thanks  to  the  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman, for  the  very  fair  and  manly  way 
H^  which  he  had  met  the  question ;  and  he 
Doped  that  he  would  not  allo^  himself  to 
be  diverted  from  his  resoltition  by  any 
clamour  that  might  be  set  up  by  persons 
interested  in  continuing  the  circulation  of 
ft  base  and  adulterated  coin. 

The  Hous6  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply ;  and  several  small 
sums  were  ordered  for  miscellaneous  ser- 
vices. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday ^  Decemhcr  20. 

DsCt^ftATlON  OP  tHE  AtLIED  PowERS.] 

Lord  Holland  observed,  th&t  a  paper  had. 
appeared  in  all  the  public  prints  purport- 
ing to  be  a  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  published  at  Frankfort ;  in  which 
it  was  said,  *'  the  first  use  which  their  im- 
perial and  royal  majesties  h&ve  made  of 
▼ictory,  has  been,  to  offer  peace  to  his 
majesty  the  emperor  of  the  Frerich."  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  ask  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  in  the  first  place,  of  course,  whether 
this  paper  was  an  authehtic  document ;  if  so, 
whether  this  sotremment  wiis  a  party  to 
h;    ttid  whether  an  overtmt  of  pe^ce 
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hi6  been  made  to  the  emperor  of  the 
French  and  rejected ;  or  whether  any 
overture  had  beeii  made,  that  was  likely  w 
lead  to  a  negpciation  ? 

The  Earl  of  Lherptfol  said,  he  had  no 
difficuhy  in  stating,  that  the  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  Declaration  or  the  Allied 
Powers  was  an  aothentic  document.  With 
respect  to  the  qoestion,  whether  this  go- 
vernment was  a  party  to  it,  the  allies  w^rd 
tmdoubtedly  in  full  possession  of  our  sen- 
timents; but  he  had  no  heidtation  in  say- 
ing, that  the  Declaration  itself  was  issued 
at  Frankfort  without  any  previous  concert 
with  his  Majesty^s  government,  as  to  tlte 
publication  of  such  a  document.  With: 
regard  to  the  questions,  as  to  whether  any 
overture  had  been  made  to  France  ?  he 
must,  consistently  with  his  public  ddty^ 
decline  giving  any  answer. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  observed,  thai  hii 
noble  friend's  questions  appeared  to  have 
been  in  sotne  degree  misunderstood  by  the 
noble  fearl.  The  Declaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers  stated,  that  ah  overture  had  been 
made  to  the  emperor  of  the  French  ;  and 
the  object  was,  to  ascertain  whether  such 
an  overture  had  been  made  and  rejected. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  repeated,  that  the 
Declaration  had  been  published  at  Frank- 
fort, without  a  previous  concert  with  this 
government  as  to  its  publication. 

Lord  Holland  observed  that  it  wa«  of 
considerable  importance  to  know,  whether 
an  overture  had  been  made  to  theemperoir 
of  the  French,  and  rejected ;  and  upon' 
this  point  he  thought  his  questions  had 
been  in  some  degree  misunderstood. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  his  answers 
had  referred  distinctly  to  the  points,  that 
the  Declaration  was  an  authentic  docu-  ^ 
meitt;  that  the  allies  were  in  full  pos-^ 
session  of  the  sentiments  of  hh  Majesty's 
government;  but  that  the  Declaration^ 
so  far  as  it  went,  was  published  at  J^rank- 
fort,  without  any  previous  concert  with 
this  government  as  to  s«ch  publicatioti. 

Adjournment  op  Parliament.)  Thj* 
Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  on  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  till  the  1st  of 
March,  thfit,  as  it  was  for  a  longer  period 
than  usual,  he  thought  it  right  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  brought  forward  the 
motion.  Parliament,  it  would  he  re^l- 
lected,  met  as  early  as  the  ^th  of  No- 
tember;  and  it  had  now  sat  a  greater 
number  of  days  than  it  would  have  done 
between  the  usual  pi^rrod  6f  its  meeting 
trsi  tbe  lit  of  Mftreh.     A  great  pertioa 
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of  the  important  part  of  fbe  public  butt- 
ness  had  been  gone  through ;  and  neither 
ia  reg^d  to  that  nor  to  private  or  judicial 
business  was  he  aware  that  any  inconye* 
nience  would  arise  from  an  adjournment 
to  the  1st  of  March;  whilst,  on  the  other 
band^  he  did  not  wish  to  conceal,  that  with 
respect  to  most  important  busineu,  con* 
aiderable  advantage  would  be  derived  from 
such  an  adjournment.  As  to  private  and 
judicial  business,  more  days  had  been  de- 
voted to  it,  than  could  have  been  between 
the  customary  period  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament  and  the  1st  of  March,  and  no 
inconvenience  could  arise  from  the  pro- 
posed adjournment.  With  respect  to  finan- 
cial busiueUt  the  money  that  had  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  ministers  was  suf- 
ficient for  the  public  purposes  during  the 
interval  proposed  ;  and,  although  his  Ma- 
j«*ty's  government  had  entered  into  no 
pledge  not  to  require  more  during  that 
period,  yet  at  all  events  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  call  for  more  till  the  month 
of  May.  Under  every  view  of  circum- 
stances, therefore,  no  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  an  adjourhment  to  the  period 
proposed ;  and  he  should  therefore  conclude 
Dy  moving,  **  that  the  House  do  adjourn 
till  Thursday  the  1st  of  March,  1814.'' 
,  The  Earl  of  DamUy  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  as  a 
peer  of  parliament,  to  resist  the  unumially 

'  long  adjournment  now  proposed.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  the  dazzling  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  oor  allies,  and  the  hope 
that  they  would  lead  to  a  safe  and  ho- 

'  nourable  peace,  the  utmost  confidence  had 
been  reposed  in  ministers  by  parliament; 
no  opposition  whatever  bad  been  given 
to  them ;  their  measures  had  been  carried 
as  it  were  by. acclamation  ;  and,  surely, 
gratitude  for* this  confidence  and  support 
ought  to  have  dictated  to  them  not  to  dis- 
miss parliament  in  the  way  they  now  pro- 

\  posed.  They  had  carried  their  measures, 
and  obtained  the  ny^ney  they  wanted,  and 
DOW  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  parlia- 
ment, as  being  for  some  time  of  no  further 
use  to  them  ;  but  surely  there  were  other 
duties  required  of  parliament,  than  grant- 
ing money  to  ministers,  and  passing  turn: 
pike  Bills.  There  were  several  pointy  to 
which  it  was  likely  the  attention  of  par- 
liament might  be  called  during  the  interval 
over  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  adjourn. 
The  glories  that  had  beamed  upon  us  in 
the  east  seemed  to  have  drawn  away  our 
attention  from  the  events  in  the  west, 
where,  unfortunately,  an  horizon  much 
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leHs  brilliant  appeared.  He  had  oi|  a 
former  occasion  alluded  to  the  state  of  the 
war  in  that  quarter;  and  he  lamented, 
that  what  he  then  anticipated  had  nearly 
occurred.  A  large  force  had  been  placed 
under  the  command  of  sir  John  Warren, 
but  yet  comparatively  nothing  had  been 
done ;  whilst  on  one  of  the  largest  lakes  our 
naval  force  had  been  destroyed,  and  on  the 
other  lake  sir  James  Yeo  had  been  unable 
to  obtain  any  superiority,  if  he  had  not 
already  been  compelled  to  retreat.  He 
was  afraid  also,  that  the  communication 
between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  was  in- 
terrupted ;  and  he  much  feared,  that  in  a 
short  period  little^  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions m  that  quarter  would  be  left,  except 
the  fortress  of  Quebec.  He  did  not  pledge 
himself  to  bring  forward  any  motion  upon 
the  subject  after  the  recess ;  but  if  parlia- 
OMnt  were  sitting,  it  was  probable  that 
iu  attention  would  be  called  to  it  during 
the  interval.  Another  topic  also  was  of 
some  importance;  namely, the  assumption 
of  a  new  title  of  sovereignty  by  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  as  to  how  far  it  tended  to 
diminish  or  otherwise  the  hopes  enter- 
tuned  in  consequence  of  the  late  glorious 
events  upon  the  continent.  Another  sub- 
ject also  WM  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
he  alluded  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
com.  After  the  late  abundant  harvest, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  present  lo|| 
griceof  corn,  it  was  of  peculiar  importance 
that  the  British  farmer  should  have  full 
possession  of  the  market.  It  might  be  an 
unpopular  doctrine,  but  he  was  satisQed, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  high  price  of 
grain  that  this  country  had  been  enabled 
to  make  the  great  exertions  it  bad,  and  that 
we  were  indebted  to  that  for  the  prospe- 
rity ^e  had  enjoyed.  It  was  the  high 
price  of  grain  in  the  English  markets  that 
had  contributed  so  much  to  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland,  by  increasing  her  agricultural 
produce,  and  which  had  caused  tb6  in- 
vestment of  so  much  additional  capital  in 
agriculture..  He  was  the  last  man  who 
would  advocate  an  interference  with  the 
markets ;  but  nothing  was  more  injurious 
to  agriculture  than  a  sudden  fluctuation 
in  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and  unless 
means  were  taken  to  give  the  British 
farmer  full  possession  oft  be  market,  the  pre- 
sent low  price  of  corn,  however  paradoxi- 
cal it  might  appear,  might  lead  to  conse- 
quences highly  to  be  deplored.  Another 
circumstance  deserving  of  serious  conside- 
ration was,  the  effect  which  so  long  an  ad- 
journment would  have>  with  reference  to 
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tfielrM^tt^mbers,  to  wbMti  It  fMmkt  be 
iftoUt  Mt<dbV6tt4ent  lo  tttend  parlMMot 

rbdoni^  tier  felt  hitn^f  c»liecl  dpon  to  op* 
pose  w  bug  «n  su^oornment  ^  and  be 
ifaoold  tbeyefore  mof^  as  an  Amendment* 
•b  sobstkatie  the  Ist  ef  Febriiary  for  the 
lit  of  March. 

Lord  Ifoliand  spoke' io  8ubataD9e  as  fol- 
lows:«-  , 

Tender  erery  contideratieii*  I  am  dMpoi- 
^'to  pr^r^  the' aeiendideiit  proposed  by 
ny  ndble  friend,  to  the  niot4<lii  4»f  the 
noble  ear!;  beeaoseth^tauien^ineni  ap^^ 
pears  td^y  jtidgment  Ai«eh  Motre  wise  in 
a  ^nera!  view,  white  it  ii  o«b^itfafIy  more 
efficient  fm  the  ol^eots  te  which  it  is  the 
proinnce<0f  parfiamem  to  attend.  From 
the  dociiment  respeeHnf  wtiich  a  question 
has  been  put  to  the  .noble  earl  Hi  the 
^dnrse  6f  this  etening*  and  Ck>  which  the 
tfdble  feaH  de clhied  to^  Vetur*  any  deci- 
sive afHwer,  it  appears 'fair  iCf  infdr,  that 
some  bf'erture  for  negotieitidn'  bad  been 
nide  by  i^  attiesfo  the  Frcweh  govertb^ 
xbent  I  do  not  mean  Cb  ^i^l-r^  wkh  lh# 
afbble  cflu^l  for  declin'ti^  le  sMi*  whether 
any  tiieli  overture  was  aotiiatly  made  to 
ihe  enemy  or  "not*  or  wbHber  it  was  like- 
ty*  to  lead  toi  negoeiaekm.  Ko»  doubt,  he 
lias  gbo«ll  rei[son»  for  soth  eondax^  Bat  I 
inaihtih^^'lliat  if  such  an-  overture  has  been 
naad^  1^  rejected  by  the  enemy^  it  is' the 
duty  ilir^  heit  policy  of  ibe  noble  earl^ 
prmAoif'to  My  adjourmnem,  to  bring 
4|MtWtd  thk  H^i^e  a  eomnMry^Ktion  of  thit 
fact,  with  a  statement  of  fhe^ grounds  upon 
whH^h  4be  rejection  tokik  place  ;  in  order 
to  sadisfy  the  flimtl,  and  secore  the  cerdral 
itl^rebatlon  of  the  country,  by  tf  h%  wing  that 
the  eototkithktioh  of  the  war  w^  rendered 
Mceasary  through  Ibe  injuatiee  and  exer- 
bltani  pretensions  of  Firantte;  •  If,  on  Ihe 
cQAttfory,  the  overture  has'been  acceipted 
b^the  enemy,  and  19  likely  to  lehd  to  a 
negeciation^  then  I  sbottld  ^ee  matiy  tnore 
talons  iMinst  the  adjouirnment,-  and  par'^ 
^^aify  from  the  mimne#  In  which  it  is 
t>redghi  forward,  and  Ihe  park»#'lo  which 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  it.  ■  Fot*,  iii  the 
event  of  ttegecfatioil,  Ihe-noble  lord  should 
Wait  a  little,  to  see  whether  it  waft  likely 
to  be  brought  to  a  successful  termlndlion, 
Ikr  the  contrary,  in  order  to  ticertain  whe* 
ihel*  it  might  not  be  hece«Bary  to^  have  re* 
eourao  to  the  adviee  of  partianoenl.  But, 
bn  the  present  occasion,  the  neble  lord 
should  at  least  have  k^trodoced  hie  pTopo- 
akioir  by  a  message  from  the  crown, 
(  VOL.  XX^\1L  ) 
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which  would  hsive  thrown  the  responsibi# 
lity  of  the.  measure  upoo  jbimself  and  his 
colleagues.    The    couiae  of   proceeding 
taken  by  ministers  in  this  instance,  I  really 
cannot  help  ibifikiiig  very  ungracious  to* 
wards   parliament;    paftioulariy   froip   a 
consideration  of  the  maimer  in  wbicfi  par* 
liament  has  acied  towards  them.    They  "^ 
have  experienced   from    parliament  the 
most  unlimited  cQufideuice,  and  have  re* 
ceHed  the  utmost  sufpiOrt  they  required—* 
they  have  had  alt  the  money  and  subsidies 
ibey  desmd;  and  the  principle  of  our  old- 
constitutional  fbnte  (the  miliMe)  has  been 
broken  down  to  supply  them  with  men; 
the  confidence,  indeedi. reposed  in  tbem, 
has  been  such,  that  no  eyamipAtion  of  any 
part  of  their  conduct  has  b6en  even  at* 
tempted*— no  proposition  whatever,  or  moi  ' 
tion,  has  beea  brought  forward,  that  could 
serve  in  any  degree  to  embarrass  their  pro* 
ceedin|^,  or  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
eacecotive  government  from  devising  and 
directing  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  ad- 
vance the  great  cause  of  the  confederacy«  / 
Is  it  then  faecomiag^s  it  commonly  gra* 
ctons,  eo  the  partpf  olunisters,  after  sjucb 
prools  o£  oonfideitee,  .after  such  contribu^ 
tioBs  of  liberal  aid^  tp  propose  such  an  ex* 
traordih^iry  adjpenuneot   of  parliaments 
wiihcMit  eseli  taking  the  responsibility  of 
the'n9aasiire  upon  themselves?    When  I  \ 
speak  of  the  confidence  thus  granted  tomi- 
atstera,  I  do  ael  by  any  means  propose  to 
cesMttre; that  grant;  on  the  contrary,  they 
have  had  my  bearty;  althijugh  compara* 
tsvely  silent  approbation  ;>  and  that  appro* 
hataen  I  do  not  mdanto  retract.    Indeed,  ^ 
if  the  confidence  of  an  individual  be  of  any 
vriuoy  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  a 
noble  iViend  of  mine,  .the  aggregate  oC  in* 
dividaal  opinituis  coastital^esvaloe,  minis* 
ters  hare  the  lull  value  of.  my  confidence. 
They  hove  obtained  nay  confidence  from  h 
Ihe  asaoner  in  which  they,  have  contribut* 
ed  to  improve  the  geaevak  .state  of  Europe, 
Msd  from  the  laag uage  aad  conduct  they 
have  maintained  in  this  coaatry.    There 
are,  smdoabt,  aiany  w^ho  can.  more  elo* 
quenlly  describe  the  importairt   cbai^O 
which  has  recently  taken  place  in  thestate 
ef  Eueope;    but  I  feel  /confident  that  no 
eae .  can  deriye  more  cordial  satisfaction 
than  I  do  fidmthai  most  anapiciotts event) 
for  1  have  been  bred  in  a  school  of  political 
that  deprecates  every  encroachment  upoa 
national  independence  and  the  just  liberty 
of  mankind.     Thceefene,  if  I  rejoiced,  and 
I  certainly  did  rcjoiireiio  the  retreat  of  the 
dake  of  Brunswick,  and  the  nesolt  ef  tbr 
(U) 
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battle  of  Jemappe,  my  joy  moat  be  atili 
more  pure  upon  the  results  of  Dennewils 
and  Leipsic,  upon  the  release  of  a  great 
part  of  Europe  fh>ra  oppression,  by  the  as- 
sistance of  British  arms.  A  noble  lord  had 
fvell  observed,  that  the  war  was  no  longer 
that  of  courts  and  goTernmeiits ;  but  the 
war  of  a  whole  people  against  oppression, 
and  proporttonably  energetid.  However, 
although  a  great  part  of  the  happy  results 
of  this  war  may  be  justly  attributed  to  a 
powerful  popular  impulse,  and  to  that  in- 
fatuation on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  which, 
thank  God,  always  attends  the  long  abuse 
of  power,  yet  it  must  be  f^h  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  merit  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
conduct  of  the  government  of  thiscountry* 
If  the  sentiments  of  an  individual  are  of 
consequence  enough  to  arrest  your  atten- 
tion, it  must  be  in  your  lordsbips' recollec- 
tion, that  I  ali^ays  approved  of  the  inter- 
position and  perseTerance  of  ministers  in 
.  the  cause  of  Spain.  Whether  that  policy 
be  attributable  to  a  4ioble  marquis,  whom 
I  do  not  now  see  iti  his  place  (Wellesley, 
as  we  understood),  or  to  others,  I  cannot 
pretend  to  determine  ;  but  the  merit  of 
such  policy  appears,  and  ever  has  appear- 
ed, to  my  judgment,  quite  indispuUble. 
The  merit  of  it  must  now,  indeed,  be  uni- 
versally admitted  ;  for,  aided  by  the  un- 
common genius  of  lord  Wellin^on,  that 
policy  has  produced  the  most  important 
results.  It  has  driven  the  enemy  from  that 
country  which  he  had  so  long  and  so  un- 
remittingly oppressed.  Bot  this  wasnottbe 
only  advantage  which  tlie  pursuit  of  this 
policy  bas  produced.  It  presented  a  most 
encouraging  and  impressive  example  to  Eu- 
rope, of  what  a  people  excited  by  oppres-^ 
sioii  were  capable  of  achieving.  It  serv- 
ed, iTideed,  to  change  the  whole  character 
of  the  war,  by  rendering  it  that  which  the 
noble  lord  to  whom  I  have  before  referred 
so  fairly  described  it ;  namely,  a  war  of 
the  people.  9«t  a  still  farther  advanUge 
^bas  arisen  (tat  of  th'is  policy.  Through 
some  extraordinary  circumstances,  a  most 
atrocious  calumny  had  become  current  in 
Europe,  that  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try was  always  ready  to  distribute  ito  sub- 
sidies with  a  view  to  embroil  the  nations 
of  the  continent,  wbile  it,  kept  iu  own  peo- 
ple aloof  from  the  contest.  I  do  not  my- 
self believe,  that  any  British  government 
would  employ  money  to  induce  the  people 
of  other  nations  to*  squander  their  blood 
merely  to  spare  its  own  subjects;  but 
still,  from  the  lavish,  improvident,  sense- 
lass  manner  in  which  subsidies  haVe  been 
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occuionally  sent  from  this  conntry,  ona 
cannot  much  wonder  at  the  existence  of 
such  a  calumny  as  that  which  I  have  stau 
ed.  No  such  impression  can  ever  again 
prevail  in  Europe.  The  calumny  has  been 
effectually  refuted  by  the  policy  we  have 
pursued  with  respect  to  Spain  ;  for  ther^ 
we  have  not  only  given  our  money  but 
our  men — there  we  have  given  our  money, 
not  to  excite  the  people,  but  to  enable 
them  to  act ;  and  we  have  seconded  their 
exertion  by  aj»owerful  army.— From* old/ 
habits,  I  am«  I  confess,  inclined  to  view; 
any  extension  of  the. principle  of  subsidies 
with  distrust  and  doubt;  and  that  distrust 
has  been  too  much  justified  by  my  obser- 
vation. It  has  not  been  in  general  duly 
considered,  how  foreign  cabinets  or  na-r 
tions  miKht  distinguish  between  a  booi^ 
and  a  bribe.  If  a  subsidy  should  be  re**^ 
garded  as  the  latter,  it  must,  I  i,hink,  fail 
in  its  effect ;  and,  instead  of  concurrency 
or  co-operation,  must  produce  jealousy  and 
distrust ;  while  if  received  as  a  boon,  is 
could  not  fail  to  give  rise  to  that  cordial^ 
understanding,  and  to  support  that  vi« 
gorous  exertion,  which  distingaifihes  tha 
present  confederacy.  The  language  of 
ministers,  in  repudiating  that  policy  which 
went  aboat  •  knocking  at  every  door  in 
Europe,  to  i^k  who  would  accept  money 
to  fight .  against  France,  and  which  policy 
led  to  the  formation  of  such  a  confeaeracy 
as  that  overthrown  at  Austerlita,  is  pecu- 
liarly wise  and  praise-worthy.  Minister8»> 
in  thus  declining  prematurely  to  excite 
any  nation  to  act,  have  adopted  the  policy; 
of  the  administration  of  1S06,  which  wai 
so  often  repriJbated;  namely,  by  husband* 
ing  the  resources  of  the  cotintry,  and  wait* 
iDg  until  a  nation  was  disposed  and  ready 
for  action,  and  when  any  pecuniary  assise 
tance  that  it  received  must  be  regarded  ai 
a  boon.  Hence  the  subsidies  distributed  ^ 
by  ministers  have  been  judiciously  pip- 
plied,  and  eminently  conCributive  to  the  . 
great  end  in  view^  Ministers  have,  in< 
deed,  adopted  the  policy  which  is  besi 
calculated  for  the  attainment  of,  that  end* 
Their  language  \^u  been  moderate,  and 
their  conduct  has*  corresponded  with  thai 
language.  But  this  is  the  languvige  and 
conduct  which  they  will  feel  it  most  lor 
their  advantage .  to  pursue*  They  have 
indeed  felt  the  advantage  of  such  policy 
already;  for  it  is  to  the  moderetion  of 
their  langoa^  th^t  the  confederates  are 
indebted  for  the  accession  of  Austria.  Bot 
the  advantage  of  using  such  language  aa 
was  addressed  io  this  House  by  the  Be* 
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gent  on  the  first  day  t>f  the  session,  is  in- 
calculable.  It  is  to  the  policy  which  that 
language  expresses  that  we  mast  attribute 
the  dazzling  View,  which,  as  my  noble 
friend  observed,  the  continent  of  Europe 
now  eshibits ;  and  what  an  extraordinary 
change  !-^the  emperor  who  tittle  more 
than  twdve  months  ago  had  triumphant 
bossessioh  of  Moscow,  while  one  of  his 
lieutenants  was  blockading  Cadiz,  is  now 
iffiren  fW>m  all  the  scenes  of  his  triumph, 
is  DOW  expelled  IVom  Spain  and  Holland. 
3oth  is  the  efiect,  not  so  much,  it  must  be 
admitted,  of  the  power  with  which  he  had. 
to  contend,  as  of  the  ambition  and  extra- 
vagance of  the  French  Ruler  himself. 
What  an  impressive  lesson,  then,  does  his 
late  offer  as  to  the  consequence  of  indulg- 
ing the  intoxication  which  victory  too 
emn*  serves  to  excite.  But  the  conduct 
of  ministers  furnishes  a  striking  contrast 
to  that  of  the  enemy ;  and  let  us  hope 
they  will  follow  up  their  system  of  making 
a  moderate  and  proper  use  of  victory. 

When  I  approve  of  any  general  system 
of  measures,  I  do  n6t  like  to  dwell  upon 
lay  exceptionable  points  of  minor  import- 
iBce.  It  is  known,  that  I  have  always  felt 
a  great  partiality  and  predilection  for 
Spain;  aiid  that* partiality  and  predilec- 
tion have  been  considerably  heightened, 
by  observing  of  late  the  anxious  desire  of 
the  Spanish  people  to  widen  rather  than 
to  narrow  the  basis  upon  which  their  go- 
vernment stands.  Such  is  the  true  policy 
<tf  every  country ; '  and  I  am  therefore 
siDcerely  sorry  to  witness  a  different  dis- 
position in  Holland.  In  alluding  to  this 
point,  I  am  aware  of  the  assertion,  that 
ttiiiisters  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  Dutch  respecting  their  go- 
vernment. The  Dutch,  upon  the  old 
fliaxim^of  '^  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple,'' so  much  talked  of,  had,  no  dotfbt,  a 
right  to  arrange  their  own  government ; 
mad  ministers,  no  doubt  from  a  considera- 
tion of  that  right,  left  a  blank  in  the 
credentials  of  lord  Clancarty,  until  it  was 
ascertained  what  sort  of  gov^emment  the 
Hatch  might  create.  Ministers  might 
mj,  **  It  was  no  business  of  ours  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Dutch  in  the  establishment 
of  their  qwn  gofvernment ;  for  the  right  of 
jettlmg  that  establishment  rests  with  them' 
dose.' '  '  I  do  not  dispute  the  principle ; 
hot  I  hope  that  the  principle  upon  which 
miniiters  thus  act  towards  their  friends^ 
will  be  extended  to  their  eiiemiee;  and 
^Mt  tbey  will  acknowledge  the  j«st  right 
of  any  people  to  frame  a  government  for 


themselves.  But  who  can  rationally  dis- 
pute the  sacred  truth,  that  a  government 
is  not  made  foiki^its  own  interest,  but  for 
that  of  the  governed ;  and  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  for. 
any  power  to  interfere  with  the  arrange- 
ments which  a  people  may  think  proper 
to  make  for  their  own  government.  The 
utmost,  therefore,  which  any  foreigner  can 
legitimately  do  as  to  such  arrangements, 
is  to  o£R;r  advice  or  to  express  regret ; 
and  I  cannot  help  repeating  my  regret, 
that  thoDatch,  in  the  late  change,  have 
manifested  a  disposition  rather  to  narrow,' 
than  to  widen  the  basis  of  their  govern- 
ment. In  adverting  to  this  change,  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  cast  the 
slightest  imputation  upon  the  character  of 
the  prince  whose  rank  has  l>een  advanced 
by  it ;  for  I  folly  believe  that  he  feels  the 
most  lively  solicitude  for  the  interest  and  ^ 
happiness  of  the  people  of  Holland.' 
Therefore,  in  alluding  to  this  extraordi- 
nary alteration,  God  forWd  that  I  should 
be  supposed  (althoush  his  conduct  differs 
from  that  of  his  predecessor,  William  the 
Srd)  to  iiitend  any  thing  disrespectful  to 
the  patriotic  and  accomplished  prince, 
upon  whose  qualities  so  much  panegyric 
has  been  heard,  and  which  panegyric  I 
have  found  folly  justified  on  those  occa* 
sions  in  which  f  have  had  the  honour  to 
approach  his  person.  The  change  may 
have  been  altogether  the  voluntary  move- 
ment of  the  persons  at  Amsterdam,  by" 
whom  it  was  originally  announced :  bM 
from  whatever  quarter  it  may  have  pro- 
ceeded, I  cannot  forbear  from  expressing 
my  disapprobation  of  it,  and  my  appre- 
hension also  that  it  may  lead  to  consider- 
able mischief.  Such  a  step  forms  indeed 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  Spain, 
which  has  followed  the  policy  that  should 
direct  every  people ;  namely,  that  it  is 
wiser  to  enlarge  than  to  contract  the  basis 
of  their  government. 

In  declaring  my  approbation  of  minis-  ' 
ters  in  consequence  of  their  moderate 
language  and  conduct,  that  approbation  is, 
of  course,  founded  upon  a  hope  and  confi- 
dence, that  the  very  different  laoguage 
which  appears  in  certain  publications  has 
in  no  degree  their  sanction  or  counte- 
nance ;  for  these  publicaitious  are  such  as 
I  think  it  impbssible  for  any  man  of  pro- 
per i^seling  to  read  Without  disgust; 
Sbundinga  violentand  barbarous  warwhoop' 
through  the  country,  abounding  in  coarae, 
vulgar,  virolefit  epithets— in  auch  lan<* 
goage,  tndeedi  as  would  bftve  beea  da- 
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grading  to  the  wolnt  partt  ^f  the  Jacobin 
dobs,  tbeso  publioittions  completed  their 
abominable  charai^ter  by  excitemenu  to 
aitaasinaiion.  Although  the  French  roler 
|ia«  rendered  ^himself  so  odious  by  his 
conduct,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  be 
M  a  great  military  commander*  still  at  the 
bead  of  a  great  nation  ;  and  is  it  fitting 

:  that  the  press  of  this  country  should 
become  the  means  of  adfising  the  assassi- 
i>atioQ  of  such  a  roan  ?  nay,  of  exhorting 
to  the  deed  ;  and  what  else  can  b^  qiefint 
by  the  repeated  declaration,  thatnopei^ce 
can  be  concluded  while  this  individual 
lites?.  The  French,  roler  is,  no  dovbt, 
ambitious,  inordinately  ambitious;  but  if 
it  were  resolved,  that  no  peace  should  be 
iaade  with  France  while  it  was  under  the 
government  of  an  ambitious  man,  when,  I 
would  ask,  could  peace  be  expected? 
The  meaning,  however,  of  all  the  publica- 
tions I  have  referred  to  may  be,  to  recom- 
mend the  restoration  of  th^  ancient 
Bourbon  family;  but  the  attempt  at  euch  a 
measure  would  be  toully  inconsistent  with 
the.  professed  moderation .  and  policy  oi 
ministers.  That  restoration  might  be  good; 
but  it  would  be  preposterous  to  look  for 
the  success  of  such  an  object  through  the 
intervention  of  foreign  arols;  and  it  would, 
I  repeat,  be  oppo$iie  to  the  policy  and 
principle  of  ministara  to  engage  in  any 

\  Bttcb  undertaking* 

A  noble  friend  of  mine,  who  is  not  now 
present  (lord  Grenville,  as  we  understood), 
and  who  is  always  eloquent  upon  any 
subject  he  discusses,-  ?ery  Justly  observed^ 
that  one  of  the  great  advantages  resulting 
from  the  recent  changes  on  the  continent 
is,  the  opportunity  ife  afTurds  for  the  re«to« 
ration  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 
But  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  the  re- 
astablinhnsent  and  mdinteiianct  of  that 
balance  can  never  consist  in,  or  depend 
upon,  particular  divisiona  of  territory,  so 
much  as  upon  the  existence  of  a  general 
feeling  among  the  European  states,  that  it 
is  the  interest  of  each  to  preserve  the 
independence  of  eaeh  and  all.  Such  is 
the  feeling  which  gave  birth  and  cemelit 
to  the  preseBt<:onfederacy  ;  and  therefore. 
I  wish  that  such  a  confederacy  may  eoB«» 
tinoe  to  exist,  io  peace  as  wel>  as  in  warv 
)  esteem  ihe  principle  of  this  coafedefacy, 
because  it  appears  solicitous  to  preserve 
the  intareat  of  all  without  gratifying  the, 
peculiar  interest  of  any  one ;«  and  upon 
Miat  principle  I  woald  rather  leate  Franct 
wMk  such  pQsietiioBft  at  should  majce  her 
£aai  a^  intereft  i|^  t^e  commfHl  object  of 
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I  the  confederacy,  thjsn  transfer  from  her  to 

I  any  other    state,   any  possession  which 

might   be  likely  to  withdraw  that  state 

.from  the  general  feeling  which  i^  is  the 

interest  of  peace  and  F^rbpe  to  improve 

and  strengthen. 

The  noble  earl's  proposition  of  adjonm- 
ment  is,  I  repeat,  open  to  ma^y  serioua 
objections  i  and  it  is  the  more  objection- 
able^.as  it  has  not  been  introduced  by  a 
mesaage  from  ^he  throne,  which  would  h^va 
rendered  the  noble  earl  and  his  coMeaguea 
responsible  for  the  measure.  The  ccHive* 
nieoce  of  the  members  of  either  House  of 
Parl>amentj,  as  to  the. time  of  attendfmce 
on  parliamentary  dutyi^  seems  of  no  mate-> 
rial  account  in  the  mind  of  the  noble  e^l; 
for  the  noble  earl  declared,  that  he, would 
never  admit  the  principle,  that  members 
were  not  bpond  to  attend  wl^eq^ ver  the 
King  issues  his  writs.  Tbis»  no  doubly 
was  a  grand  i^d  pompous  declaration  of 
rights  bui  it  is  equally  <^r«  that  wa 
should  be  bound  to  attend  the  Kmg'f 
writs,  if  summoned  to  meet  in  ^Scoj^ fipd, 
at  Johnny  Groat'4  house.,  (f,  hp.we^er, 
parliament  were  sammoped  to  meet  ^% 
Belfast,  or  at  any  extremity  of  ihe  empii;?* 
would  not  4ome  complainu  be  heard  on 
the  ground  of  inconvenience,,  especially 
from  English  members  ?  No  doubt  il^r0 
would  ;  and  ministers  would  feel  it  expe^' 
dieot  to  auend  to  auch  complaint.  ^ 
that,  alth<Migb  the  right  of  suipaMHip  waa 
indisputable,  there  must  be  some  discre^ 
tion  to  regulate  its  exercise ;.  and  why 
should  not  that  discretion  take  int^ 
acfoont  the  cirrumstaocea  of  the  Iriab 
members,  who  realjy  would  be  so  situatedj 
in  consequence  of  an  adjournment  of  thia 
nature,  as  to  be  reduced  to  the  alternative, 
either  of  sacriBcipg  their  own  privftt^  ba- 
siness,  or  deserting  their  parliamfentary 
duty ;  and  the  effect  might  l^e  aejtu%Uy  so 
deprive  Ireland  of  her  share  in  the  repre- 
sentation. The  nature  of  the  btis^iieea 
which  is  likely  to  .detain  the  Jrish.m^m* 
hers  in  Ireland  at  a  particqlar  part  of  the 
year  has  been  alrciedy  stated  by  my^^nobla 
fti^nd,  and  this.  Statement  atrengthenf  mf 
ohjieolionto  the. noble  earra  motion.*  ^^1 
there  are  other  io^portant  considrraiiortk 
tpfhiah  render  this  motion  objeciio^hJe« 
From  liie  noble  earl's,  stalemeni  as  to  il^ 
grounds  of  Ims  motion,  it  urould  r.eally^ 
aeem  «»  if  the  wbele  province  and  pco^r 
pation  of  parUaatenti  consiated  in  tbe  gran^ 
of  men  and  mpney,.  jq  ihe  raisii^.^fif 
armies  .and^.tho  iinpoaitiof)  »i  taxes^.j  KH 
iiahonld  W  tacoUec^  ihat  the  fixst  dgty 
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of  parliameiA  is*  to  enquire  into  and  to 
redfess  grievances  ^  and  \yiil  it  be   pre- 
tended, that  no  case  does  exist,  la  Ireland 
or  elsewhere^  or  that  no  case  may  arise 
before  the  expiration  of  such  a  prolonged 
recess,  that  is  likely  to  call  for  the  exercise 
of  that  sacred  duty?    If  not,  then  why 
abould  parliament  be  thus  adjourned  ?    h 
it  not,    I  ask  again,  a   very  ungracious 
return  for  the  conduct  of  parliament  to- 
wards ministers  ?    Is  it  not  tantamount  to 
tayiog,    "  You    (the    parliament)    have 
granted  as  (the  ministers)  evei  y  thing  we 
required  from  ypu.     You  have  reposed  in 
OS  unlimited  •  confidence,   and  you  have 
never  embarrassed   us  with  any  motion 
or  any  debate.    You  have  voted  us  i^bon- 
dance  of  men  and  money «— you  have  vio- 
lated the  old  militia  establishment  to  supply 
us  with  the  oae,.  and  you  have  augmented 
the  public  burthens  to  furnish  us  with  the 
other— you  have,  in  fact,  done  every  thing 
we  wished,  but  tettqms  abire  tibi  cf^r-you 
have  done  your  job,  and  may  go  about 
your  business  V  ^This^  which  I  conceive 
to  be  the  meaning  of  ministers,  involves 
something   rathec    ungrateful    and   evep 
di^eApectful  to  the  parliament  by  which 
''  tbey  have  been  so  served.     But  what  is 
likely  to  be  the    conclusion  of   foreign 
powers  as  to  thia  extraordinary  adjourn- 
ment?    May  they  not  conclude,  either 
that    parliament,    which    has   heretofore 
sanctioned  ail    the.  minister's  policy,   is 
changing,  or  likely  to  change  its  opinion  > 
or  th'^t  the  miniiiter  is  about  to  change  his 
policy,  and  apprehensive  of  meeting  the 
N  disapprobation  of  parliament  i  Cer.tainly^ 
such  A  measure,    which   .cannot,  escape 
pbservation,  is  too  likely  to  lead  \o  disad- 
vantageous inferences  on  the  continent* 
Your  lordships  must  recollect  the  varions 
observations  which  were  made  in  our  own 
and  the  foreign  journals,  .xi(fpn  the  ordetr 
for  postponing   the    assesuiblage .  of   tlie 
legislative  body  of  Fr8^1ce,  which  I  shall 
not  of  course  compare  with  tbia  assembly. 
But,  from  those  observationf,  yojr  lofd- 
%bips  may  conclude  as  to  tbi?  probability 
of  considerable  animadversiop  upon  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  noble  earl. 

Another  reason  against  the  noble  earl's 
proposition  is  suggeated  by  the  state  of  the 
Act  with  regard  to  the  volunteering  of  the 
inilitia ;  for  I  understand,  that  if  the  nuin- 
bcr of  nien originally  required  (^ministers 
bf^m  the  militia  be  actufiUy  necessary, 
t^  Act  to  which  I  allude  mujil  be  altered. 
Wby  then  adjoorn?  Afe  fni^isfers  afraid 
^., being  harassed  bf  any  miOtioBPii    I 


hope  and  trust  that  they  will  not  provoke 
any  motions  by  forfeiting  the  confidenon 
they  have  obtained.  If  they  mean  to  bo 
consistent  in  their  policy,  and  rely  upo^ 
the  consistency  of  parliament,  why,  I  re* 
peat,  should  they  propose  this  ,extraordi« 
nary  adjournment? 

The  inconveniencies  likely  to  resi^ 
from  the  noble  earl's  proposed  adjourn^ 
ment  are  so  multifarious  with  respect  to 
private  Bills,  that  they  pan  hardly  be  da- 
tailed.  The  noble  earl|^  although  Im  seldom 
argues  to  convinqs  me,  does,  i  confess, 
generally  endeaToor  to  argue  fairly  ;  bnft 
really  what  he  has  stated  upon  this  subjei^t 
has  very  much  the  complexion  of  special 
pleading ;  for»  although  the  noble  ea^  h#a 
dwelt  upon  the  number  of  days  whjct^ 
parliament  will  have  sat  notwithstanding 
the  adoption  of  bis,  motion,  be  must  knowj 
that,  practicaHy*  prifate  bnsinesais  for  tb^ 
most  part  done  in  February,  and  tb^A 
month  is  wholly  excluded  by  bis  motioi^r 
Another  etil  to  be  calculate^  f  pop  ^wm 
aoqiiiescing  in  the  noble  efurl's  faotionj  U^ 
tbatparliament  must  either  contipaesiuinf 
to  a.  more  advaneed  period  of  the  yofM*! 
when  the  aUendanco  is  usually  very  thini; 
or  prorogue,  leaving  a  dtal  of  bnsinM 
undone.  .  Thus  an  evil  already  muck coip^ 
plained  of  will  be  aggravated.  Indeeirfft 
since  I  have  been  fb  parliam^n^  I  pemffniT 
ber  only  two  sessions  in  which  the  sitting 
to  a  late  period  in  ihe  sumiper  was.not^.n 
pretty  gjsner^l  complai^lU  Why  tbe^ 
should  a  long  reces^  bo  unnecessarily 
created  ^  the  usual  period^  sittingi'^Hicb 
recess,  most  expose  parlijEiment  ^o  the  in'* 
convenience  of  ftiuing  ft  ap  advanced 
period  of  the  Mmaier?  But  the  nobjo 
earl  himself  baa  offered  the.suongesi  afr^ 
gumenjk  .agjainst(  h'»  fnoiiop,'by  Ihfving 
^at  it  was  upoecesiary ;  and  wby.  go 
beyond  the*  nqcesiityj  fot  the  noble  e^rt 
boa  «ske4^  Could  not  jparbavaent  a^ibiirfl 
from  tin^  to  time*  if^t  thought  propieri-t« 
Thus  tbe.noblo  earl  put  the  motion,  b# 
he  mAd0  no  answer,  leaving  tJ^ai,  perhaps 
from  liberality,  to  be  aiMed  by  bif^pp^ 
nen«i.  B«H  l  fvonld  a^k  the  noble  oarl 
and  yonr  lofdshlps,  as  parliaonenl  raaje 
adjourn  for  a  fortnight  or  a  month,  and 
repeat  the  adjournment  if  jt  thought  proper; 
without  any  obstacle ;  why  not  then  ad. 
journ  rather  i^r  h  shbrt  period,  in  order 
that,  sb^M  anjr  important  circumHaMtes 
occnr  i%  reijnire  pmlkibontarf  ewM^H^ 
tjoo,  liarHMMrtit  sbooW  be  in  a  situalioA 
more  pr^ltfiptly  tJoidtKuss  them ?  I  tia 
amie,  Ihatl  may  be loW  nf  ik0  exialciio* 
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df  w  Act  which  enables  the  throne  to 
f^OTide  against  th^  inconvenience  of  a 
long  adjoui'nhient.  But  this  statute  was 
enacted  in  extraordinary  times,  and  has 
never  yet  been  acted  upon.  Besides,  I  do 
not  see  why,  withoat  any  necessity  wbat- 
eyer,  we  should  put  ourselves  in  such  a 
sitdation  as  to  be  unprepared  to  meet  any 
ejctraordtnary  emergency.  Such  a  long 
idjoornment  as  that  proposed  by  the  noble 
earl  is  calculated  to  put  us  in  that  situation, 
ind  therefore  I  oppose  it. 

Now,  with  respect  to  peace,  although 
ihe  mentionof  that  word  has  been  at  times 
deemed  as  great  aprofanation  in  this  coun- 
ty as  in  other  countries  of  £urope  it  has 
been  considered  indecent  to  mention  the 
word  republic ;  yet  lam,  and  have  always 
been,  a  decided  advocate  for  that  great 

'  blessing.  But  in  my  anxiet;f  for  peace, 
God  forbid  that  I  should  wish  for  any 
that  was  not  completely  honourable ;  and 
any  psface  vHiich  did  not  embrace  the 
interests  of  all  the  powers  in  alliance  with 
nt  I  should  deem  dishonourable.  Yes !  so 
^shononrable,  that  rather  than  assent  to  the 
conclusion  of  such  a  peace,  I  would  even 

V  look  in  the  face  of  national  bankruptcy. 
Bat  while  I  am  desirous  to  have  the  inte- 
rests  of  all  the  states  at  present  in  confede* 
racy  with  us  carefiilly  consulted  and  fully 
secured^  in  any  peace  that  may  be  con- 
cluded, I  would  by  no  means  consent  to 
the  prolongation  of  the  war,  with  any 
▼iew  to  bring  other  states  into  the  circle 
of  that  confederacy. 

One  word  more^  and  I  have  done.  I 
hope  and  trust,  that  should  your  lordships 
agree  to  the  proposition  of  the  minister, 
lie  will,  upon  our  re-assemblage,  either 
have  to  call  for  our  congratulations  to  the 
PHnce  Regent,  upon  the  conclusion  of  a 
solid  peace ;  or,  if  his  efibrU  to  atuin  it 
fail,  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  lay  before 
this  House  some  satisfactory  documents  to 
shew  that  the  failure  was  attribnUble  to 
the  exorbitant  pretensions  of  France. 

Af^r  a  few  words  firom  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  and  lord  Liverpool,  the  noble  earl's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  stood 
adjourned  to  the  ist  of  March. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Mandayg  December  ^« 

DltCLAlATION  OP  THB  ALLIED  PoWBRS.] 

Mr.  Homer  begged  leave  to  ask  a  question 
or  two  of  the  noble  lord,  his  Majesty's  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflbirs.  A 
document  had  been  received  in  this  conn- 
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try,  of  the  authenticity  of  which  tio  doubt 
seemed  to  be  entertained  by  the  public, 
purporting  to  be  a  Declaration  on  the  part 
of  the  sovereigns  of  the  allied  powers. 
The  information  which  he  wished  to  ob- 
tain, with  respect  to  this  document,  wacr 
such  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  not  be  in- 
consistent with  the  noble  lord's  sense' of 
what  was  doe  to  the  public  service  to  give. 
He  was  the  rather  disposed  to  put  to  th^ 
noble  lord  the  questions  which  he  was 
about  to  state,  because  the  information 
which  th^y  were  calculated  to  elicit  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  material,  with 
reference  to  the  expected  discussion  of 
that  evening.  The  document  to  which  he 
had  alluded  expressly  stated,  that  offers  of 
peace  had  been  made  to  the  enemy  by  the 
sovereigns  at  the  head  of  the  allied  army 
on  the  banks  «f  the  Rbtne ;  and  the  tenoor 
of  it  seemed  to  imply  that  those  offers  had 
been  rejected,  although  that  was  not  ex- 
pressly asserted,  and  atthough  the  passage 
from  which  it  was  to  be  inferred  was 
certainly  susceptible  of  an  opposite  inter- 
pretation.  The  questions,  therefore,  that 
he  begged  to  ask  the  noble  lord  were 
these,  viz. — Was  the  document  authentic  ? 
If  so,  had  his  Majesty,  as  otie  of  the  con- 
federated powers,  concurred  in  the  ofier 
that  had  been  made  to  France  ?  Had  the  . 
ofier,  which  the  Declaration  stated  to  have 
been  made  to  France,  been  rejected  ? 

Lord  Castkreagh  said,  that  he  felt  no 
difficulty  in  replying  to  two  of  the  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman.  The  document  which  he  had 
mentioned  was  authentic  He  had  also 
the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  a  perfect 
concert  existed  among  all  the  allies  with 
respect  to  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  ;  every  proceeding  having  been 
marked  by  the  utmost  spirit  of  cordiality. 
What  those  measures  were,  however,  or 
what  had  been  the  result  of  them,  he 
trusted  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  not  press  him  to  declare. 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  that  the  first  part 
of  the  noble  lord's  reply  afforded  sbffictent 
proof  of  the  propriety  of  his  (Mr.  H.'s) 
enquiry. 

AnjouaNMENT'oF  PAaLiAMENT.]  Lord 
Caidereogh  then  proceeded  to  move,  that, 
at  its  rising,  the  House  should  adjourn  to 
Tuesday  the  1st  of  March.  It  was  the 
state  of  parliamentary  business  that  in- 
duced him  to  propose  this  long  adjourn- 
ment. The  House  had  sat  uninter- 
ruptedly -  from  its  me>eting}    and  in  the 
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coarte  oi  tiiftt  tima  had  g^ne  through 
pablic  bonnets  to  an  extents  and  in 
a  UMUiner,  unprecedented  in  any  foroMr 
aelsioD.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  jea« 
lousy  of  parliament  had  been  daring  that 
period^  or  was  at  this  tiaie«  excited 
towards  tbecondoct  of  government ;  or 
that  the  House  felt  that  any  peculiar  ne^* 
cessiiy  existed  at  the  present  moment  for 
coBtioui^gfe  without  intermission^  the  exer« 
else  of  their  ▼igilaoce  and  authority.  On 
the  contrary,  with  a  view  to  the  conve- 
nience of  government  at  this  important 
crisis*  many  questions  had  been  conceded 
without  diseustion,  which  at  other  times 
would  probably  have  called  forth  the  ex« 
pression  of  great  differences  of  opinion. 
In  looking,  therefore,  at  the  sute  of  public 
and  at  the  state  of  private  busineu,  he  did 
not  see  any  thing  which  could  make  it  be 
considered  an  act  of  indiscretion  on  the 
part  of  parliament  to  adjourn  to  the  period 
which  he  proposed.  He  was  certainly 
prepared  to  admit,  that  if  by  this  long  ad- 
journment the  executive  government  might 
be  placed  in  any  situation  of  embarrass- 
ment or  difficulty—if  it  would  be  pre-, 
^rented  from  availing  itself  of  the  delibera- 
tive wisdom  of  parliament  in  any  great 
and  important  events  which  might  require 
the  aid  of  such  wisdom^  and  which  might 
taka  place  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  a^iournment,  a  fair  ground  of  ob- 
jection would  be  established  to  such  a  pro- 
«posal.  But  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
were  aware  that  an  Act  bad  been  passed 
to  obviate  the  occurrence  of  any  such  in- 
conveniencies.  If  by  either  prorogation 
or  adjouroment  the  stUings  of  parliament 
were  suspended,  the  Act  gave  the  crown 
power  to  re-assemble  parliament  in  14 
days.  He  was  not  aware  that  any  prac- 
tical inconvenience  could  be  stistained  by 
the  adjournment  until  the  1st  of  March ; 
and  therefore,  reserving  to  himself  the 
right  of  replying  to  any  objections  which 
might  be  urged  against  the  proposition 
(although  he  acknowledged  that  he  could 
not  anticipate  the  nature  of  them),  he 
would  move,  "  That  at  its  rising  the 
House  should  adjourn  to  Tuesday  the  1st 
•f  March  1814.'' 

Sir  Jama  MackmioBh  then  rote  and 
■poke  to  the  following  effect : — 

Sir  ^ — ^I  confeM  that  when  I  came  down 
to  the  House  I  was  so  far  from  expecting 
that  the  noble  lord  would  take  the  course 
which  he  has  adopted,  that  I  entertained 
frea(  hopes  he  would  open  the  grounds 


on  which  he  intended  to  move  the  Umgy 
adjoomment  which  he  has  proposed,  sq^ 
fully,  as  to  remove  some  of  the  dlQcolt^eet 
ondkr  which  I  labour;  and  to  relieve  me, 
from  the  necessity  of  defending  myself. 
from  the  appearance  of  wishing  for  a  mo* 
ment  to  disturb  the  unanimity  which  hatt'^ 
so  happily  prevailed  during  the  session,* 
and  which  has  had  my  most  hearty,  tbougbT 
silent  support.    It  cannot.  Sir,  be  very/ 
agreeable  to  me  thus  to  address  this  House^ 
for  the  first  time,  under  the  pressure  of: 
severe  indisposition,  and  exposed  to  the. 
impression  which  the  noble  lord  has  made 
by  bis  declaration,  that  he  did  not  believe: 
any  good  grounds  could  exist  for  an  oppo* 
sition  to  his  motion.    Greatly,  therefore^- 
as  at  all  times  I  should  require  the  indul* 
gence  of  the  House,  there  can  never  be  a. 
period  at  which  I  shall  stand  in  greater 
need  of  that  indulgence  than  oo  the  pre-*, 
sent  occasion. .  I  wish,  however,  in  tb* 
first  instance,  shortly  to  set  myself  right 
with  the  House  as  to  the  scope  and  extent, 
of  my  object.    The  only  point  of  contest^ 
between  the  noble  lord  and  myself  is  one. 
of  mere  parliamentary  proceeding.    Oo. 
all  those  great  questions,  so  interesting  to 
the  House,  to  the  country,  and  to  Europe, 
and  on  which  a  feeling  so  unanimous  has 
existed  among  us,  it  is  far  from  my  wish, 
to  dwell.    A  few  incidental  remarks  may  '^ 
escape  me  with  respect  to  them ;  bot'they   , 
are  not  the  topics  to  which,  in  the  present 
instance,  I  wish  particularly  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House ;   and  I  shall  merely , 
advert  to  them  as  they  bear  upon  that 
which  is  the  immediate  question  bi^ore  us. 
That  question.  Sir,  is  the  ddration  of  our- 
intended  ati^oomment.     The.  noble  lord 
has  proposed  an  adjournment  longer  than, 
that  which  it  is  the  practice  of  parliament 
to  adopt  at  this  period   of   the  session* 
Havioff    thus    recommended  a  deviation 
from  the  ancient  usages  of  the  House,  I 
certainly  did  conceive  that  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  noble  lord  to  prove  to  us  the 
propriety  of  that  deviation.     I  did  expect 
that  the  noble  lord  would  state  explicitly 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  propose 
a  departure  from  the  practice  to  which 
parliament  has  hitherto  conformed  in  this 
respect.    The  noble  lord  has,  however, 
contented  himself  with  a  general  declaht- 
tion,  that  the  course  of  the  public  business 
had  been  such  as  to  justify  the  proceeding. 
Now,    Sir,    admitting   that   the   present 
favourable  aspect  of  public  business  is  a  • 
good,  reason  for  adjourning,  I  deny  that  it 
has  any  infinence  on  the  question  of  the, 
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dirttion  of  oar  adJooHmi^ot.  l^or  cun  the 
noble  \ind,  or  can  any  other  roan  foresee 
Cbac  ere  the  period  arrive  to  which  the 
lioble'ford  proposes  we  sh6ulcl  adjourn, 
aocne  m:corretice  of  high  ptiblib  moment 
may  not  take  place — such  as  may  demand 
tbe  exercise  of  the  deliberaiive  wisdom  of 
parliament  ?  The'  noble  lord  haf  therefore 
Hits  stated  the  tendency  of  his  own  argu- 
jhents.  They  are  very  goo^  as  they  go 
to  recommend  an  adjournment — they  are 
fktlacious  m  they  relate  to  an  adjournment 
of  a  prolonged  natare.  As  the  noble  lord, 
therefore,  has  not  chosen  to  give  me  the 
benefit  of  stating  distinctly  the  grounds  on 
which  he  proposes  the  unusual  prolonga- 
tion of  our  adjournment,  I  must  endenvour, 
iti  the  best  way  lam  able,  to  discuss  the 
subject  without  that  benefit.  The  noble 
iord  states,  indeed,  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  crown  to  re-assemble  parliament  in 
14  days;  and,  consequently,  that  by  no 
adjournment  of  parliament  could  the  exe^ 
cutire  government  be  inconvenienced  or 
embarrassed.  But,  Sir,  I  have  studied  the 
British  constitution  to  little  purpose, — I 
v^ry  incorrectly  understand  the  character 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  of  this 
country,  if  they  arc  merely  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  board  of  legislation,  assembled 
fbr  the  purpose  of  enacting  laws  and  im- 
positig  taxes ;  s^id  not  as  the  constitutional 
counsellors  of  the  Crown,  invested  with  the 
right  of  examining  into  the  f  xercise  of  all 
the  privileges  and  prei'ogatives  which  the 
canstitfitlon  places  in  the  bands  of  ma- 
jesty, and  of  interposing  their  advice  to 
the  crown  in  all  cases  in  which  such  inter- 
positioti  may  seem  wise  and  necessary. 
1^e>r^ument  of  the  noble  lord  is,  dimply, 
that  because  -there  is  no  public  business 
iMbte  us,  and  because  the  crown  may  re- 
assembte  us  at  i  short  notice,  no  treason- 
able objection  can  be  urged  against  the 
adjournment  whkh  he  proposes.  I  con- 
tebd>  however;  that  as  the  constitutional 
counsellors  pf  the  crown — not  as  incum- 
branced,  but  as  a?ds^o  the  exercise  of  the 
royal  powders  (and  at  the  present  eventful 
moment  aids  of  more  than  ordinary  value). 
We  are  called  upon  not  to  pl^ce  ourselves 
in  a  situation  which  wilt  prevent  us  from 
offering  our  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
crown,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  arduous 
affairs  of  the  state,  fiut,  according  to 
tile  noble  lord,  we  ought  to  abandon  our 
Ainctions— we  ought  to  relinquish  our  in- 
fluence on  the  affairs  of  the  state  at  the 
moment  when  the  affairs  of  the  state  be- 
come of  the  most  mighty  importance.  Sir, 
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it  is  infipoasible  for  me  to  attempt  to  anti^ 
cipate  the  circumstances  which  m^y  caU 
fbr  the  interposition  of  the  advice  of  par- 
liament to  the  crown  at  a  period  earlier 
than  that  it  which  the  noble  lord  wbukl 
have  us  adjourn.  We  are  now  m  a  great 
and  awful  crisis  of 'the  affairs  of  Europe. 
The  most  extraordinary,  the  noost  stupen« 
dous  events  may  be  ef  ery  day  expected; 
Sir,  before  the  1st  of  March  Europe  may 
be  re-*constituted— new  principles'  may 
prevail-^  new  system  may  be  established. 
During  the  whole  course  of  the  events 
which  mily  occur  in  this  interval-^event<« 
so  much  under  the  direction  of  a  confede- 
racy of  which  Enghnd  is  a  leading  mem  - 
her— are  we  to  deprive  the  crown  of  the 
counsel,  and  (if  I  may  use  tbe  expression) 
relieve  it  from  the  conirool,  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament?  The  noble  lord 
cannot  presume  to  say  that  the  interfer- 
ence of  parliament,  in  the  way  which  I 
have  described—that  its  interference  in 
the  conduct  of  any  negoctations  in  which 
the  Country  may  be  engaged,  would  be 
improper  or  inexpedient — he  cannot  pre** 
sume  to  say  this  wittrout  arraigning  the 
constitution  itsel  f ;  and  yet  the  noble  lord'i 
proposition  aniounts  to  a  declaration,  that 
pariiament  is  useful  for  the  purposes  of 
enacting  laws  and  imposing  taxes,  bu£ 
that  for  the  much  higher  office  of  obs^rv* 
ing  the  progress  of  a  confederacy,  of  whidh 
this  country  forms  so  important  a  part» 
and  of  advising  the  crown  on  the  great* 
questions  of  peace  and  war,  its  existence 
is  inconvenient  and  embarrassing.  The 
noble  lord  did  not  even  state  that  we  were 
engaged  in  negociations.  In  a  very  pro- 
per manner  he  declined  touching  oti  that 
point  in  the  answers  which  he  thisevem 
ing  gave  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by 
iny  hon.  and  learned  friend.  We  are) 
therefore,  called  upon  to  abandon  our 
functions,  because  there  may  be  some 
danger  of  our  embarrassing  the  executive 
government;  although  nothing  is  expli- 
citly stated  on  the  subject.-~So  far,  how- 
ever, as  I  am  able.  Sir,  to  ascertain  the 
general  complexion  of  afTairr  in  Europe,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  state  of  those  affairs 
is  precisely  the  reason  why  our  adjourn* 
ment  should  be  short;— aot  that  we  may 
have  it  in  our  power  to  continue  jealously 
to  watch  the  crown ;  but  tha^  we  may 
retain  the  opportunity  of  exercising  our 
vigilance  with  respect  to  those  important 
events  with  which  every  moment  is  preg- 
nant^ and  of  offering  our  advice  to  the 
executive  power,  in  cases  in  which  we  ma^ 
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^tem-jqch  a  sttp  oeeeOAry.  We  are  Boi 
a4iibsrty»'coiitMteiiily  with  our  duty,  to 
abandon  \he  crown  or  ita  ainMtort  ot  such 
a  iDOinoot.  Bui  tbe  nobie  lord  Moms  to 
tbiak  tbis  difficaUv  removed,  because  it  ie 
in  the  power  of  ibe  crowato  re-aeseoiUe 
at  IB  a  tbort  period  ;  ae  if  it  were  aot  oar 
d«Qr  to  offer  to  the  crown  such  advice  as 
wa  oiay  think  boaeficial  to  the  counlry> 
instead  of  leoTing  it  to  the  crewn  io  call 
vpon  at  for  oar  advice  at  its  own  discm* 
tioa !  The  proposiiion  woald  bave  been 
more  pJaasible,  bad  %he  ([loble  lord  been 
able  to  shew  that  tbe  alif  bleet  disposition 
had  been  maniCeatod  ihixMigbout  the  sea* 
iioa,  on  the  part  of  ibe.  Housa,  or  of  any 
SMBiber  of  i<y  to  Mapode  iba  operations  of 
goveromoBi.      Bet  what  pre  the  fboti? 

'^  Never  has  there  been  a  eeasion  aiaoe  the 
existence  of  parliament,  in  which  ihe  go** 
vornment  bave  received  a  aaore  nnani* 
noas  and  a  more  nealous  sappert  than 
during  the  present  session*  Never  hfis 
there  bean  a  session^  derkig  (he  last  half 
centnry,  in  which  soch  ooaipleta  coall- 
dance  has  been  placed  in  government  by 
both  Houses  afParUament;  speakinff,  asl 
admits  nay,  as  I  contend,  they  did,  the 

^  aense  of  vvary  man  in  the  conairy^  After 
tbis  nnlimited  confidence-Hifter  the  votas 
of  anbetdies^-^fter  the'  increase  of  oar 
Ibrce  by  tfae  iotierference  with  the  miJiiia 
aj^stena  (and  I  wonld  have  voted  for  thnt 
increase  had  it  been  much  greater^— after 
tbesa  and  other  aneqai  vocal  marks  of  con- 
IMence  aad  sapport  by  the  Uoase  atkrge, 
and  on  the  part  of  time  who  in  ordinary 
times  are  in  the  habit  of  diffj^rin^  from 
the  tndividaals  who  are  now  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's cooncils.  i  do  think  that  the  noble 
lord's  proposition  comes  with  a  pecaliar ly 
bad  grace,  though  I  should  nevertheless 
have  abfected  to  it  on  general  grounds 
alMie.  For  my  own  part»  Sir»  I  lake  as 
vrarm  an  interest  in  the  sapport  of  govern* 
incmt  on  this  occasion  as  any  man.  I  re- 
|N>sa  with  ae  much  coDfideoce  in  the  zeal 
of  these  powers  who  are  in  alliance  with 
Croat  Britain.  I  never  doubted  but  that 
as  soon  as  a  l^idmata  struggle  ehonld  be 
made  by  the  contttienul  stales  «e  regain 
their  independence,  the  cause  woaM  be 
tba  causa  of  England,  and  that  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  Eagland  to  assist  them  to 
tba  eztedtof  her  means.  I  alwaysthooght 
that  tbe  assertion  of  these  {macules  was 
tba  pacnliar  daty  of  that  description  of 
BMn,  who  bad  ever  defended  the  cause  of 
natianal  iodependonce  aad  public  liberty ; 
of  those  who  first  kMroduoed  the  wise 
(VOL.XXVIL) 


prificipleof  a  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
aad  who  for  fifty  years   maintained    it 
against  all  the  arguments  derived  from  our 
insular  situation*  find  from  the  consequently 
maritime  character  of  our  power.     More 
particularly  wasi impressed  with  thissenti« 
ment>  when  I  saw  the  Cause  of  national  in* 
dependence,  and  the  e4|0«librium  of  powery 
espoused  throughoat  £urepe>  with  a  truly 
popular  and  natianal  apirit     Under  such 
circumstances,  I  felt  peculiarly  disposed, 
in  common  with  many  others,  not  only  to 
sapport  his  Majesty's  ge^eiviment  in  the 
adoption  of  any  measures  which  they  migto 
think  tbe  aitaatien  of  Mean  required,  but 
scrupulously  to  abstain  from  all  discassioa 
and  enquiry  that  might  ombarrass .  them» 
at  a  moment  when  freedom  of  action  ap*- 
peared  so  4iesiiable  to  the  public  causae 
[Sir  James  seemed  bare  to  be  much  affected 
by  iadi^osftioa*    After  a  abort  |>aase,  h% 
raseosed.]    Sir,  I  feel  that  I  am  very  unfit 
at  present  to  do  justice  to  the  ideas  whichi 
I  came  prepared  to  ofier  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tbe  House.    I  appeal,  as  an  addi*- 
tional  instance  of  tbe  atility  of  keepiaf 
parliament  assembled  at  sach  a  moment 
as  tbe  preeenl«  to  the  very  circumstance 
of  the  questions  that  I  put  to  the  noble 
lord  the  oikber  day,  and  tim  answers  that  I 
received.    I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  that 
the  answers  with  which  the  noble  lord 
favoured  me  on  that  occasion,  have  re- 
lieved me  from  soma  of  tbe  most  difficult 
and  invidioas  parte  of  my  present  task. 
Tbe  facility  of  thus  giving  an  explanation 
of  the  course  of  public  afiairs,  is  an  advan- 
tage also  to  government,  which  the  noble 
lord  o^  that  occaiion  owed  to  the  circum- 
stance of  our  being  yet  assembled .    If  tbe 
suspicions  and   apprehensions  which  in- 
duced nte  to  pat  to  the  noble  lord  the 
questions  lo  which  1  allude  had  been  coxi- 
fined  to  my  own  breast,  it  would  bave 
been  presumptnous  in  me  to  bave  obtruded 
myself  on  tfae  attention  of  the  Hoose ; 
bat  they  were  not  my  feelings  aloae— 
they  were  tbe  fediogs  of  many  persons  of 
great  consideration— *they  were  the  feel- 
ings of  persons  who  are  animated  with  a 
tree  zeal  for  the    iuteresU  and  for  the 
bonenr  of   tbe  Hoase  of  Orange.      For 
what  was  the  first  appearance  of  the  trans- 
actions to  whfoh  those  questions  referred  ? 
—We  bad  read  an  account  of  an  insur- 
rection having  taken  place  at  Amsterdam 
on  tbe  1 5ih  of  November.     On  the  1  Oihr  a 
body  of  respectable  individuals,  terming 
theasselves    tba  Provisiesial  Government, 
declared    tbeir   itiolutiliin   to    invite    his 
(X) 
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royal  highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  over 
to  Hollands  In  consequence  of  this  inTi' 
tation,  the  Prince  of  Orange  left  this  coun- 
try ;  and  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that 
before  his  departure  he  would  have  con- 
certed with  his  Majesty's  ministers  the 
measures  which  it  might  be  expedient  to 
adopt  on  his  arrival.  In  Holland  he, 
however,  arrived  ;  and  on  the  very  next 
day  he  issued  a  proclamation,  announcing, 
that,  against  his  better  judgment,  he  was 
induced  by  the  wishes  of  the  people  to 
assume .  the  higher  title  of  *'  Sovereign 
Prince  of  the  Netherlands/'  Sir,  it  is 
very  natural  that  Englishmen  should  con- 
tiemplate  these  occurrences  with  no  smiill 
degree  ofinterest.  It  is  very  natural  that 
Englishmen  should  regret  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  an  old  and  faithful  ally— an 
independence  guaranteed  by  this  country 
by  treaty  in  1788 — should  be  regarded 
with  80  much  levity  ;  and  that  the  ancient 
Dutch  Republic  should  be  subverted  in  a 
tumultuary  manner  by  a  few  gentlemen 
(the  inhabitants  of  two  towns  only)  and 
in  ihp  presence  of  a  foreign  force.  Had 
not  the  Dutch  a  right  to  expect  that  we 
•hould  be  alarmed  by  these  events  ?  What 
•hoold  we  think  of  our  friends  in  other 
countries  who  should  hear  of  similar  oc- 
currences in  this  island  with  indifference  ? 
More  especially  were  they  calculated  to 
inspire  us  with  regret  and  suspicion,  when 
it  was  so  natural  to  believe  that  the  pro- 
jected changes  must  ha^e  been  known  to 
the  British  government,  even  if  they  had 
not  been  concerted  with  them.  From  this 
apprehension  the  noble  lord  completely 
relieved  those  by  whom  it  was  entertained. 
The  noble  lord  declared  in  the  face  of 
the  House  and  of  Europe  (and  it  is  a  de- 
claration to  which  I  am  bound  to  yield 
implicit  credit),  that  his  Majesty's  govern* 
m€;nt  knew  nothing  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  plans,  nor  of  the  intention  to  sob- 
rvert  the  old  republican  form  of  government 
in  Holland.  After  this  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  lord,  the  case  is  undoubt- 
^ly  relieved  from  one  of  its  greatest  dif- 
iicutties.  We  are  no  longer  alarmed  with 
the  supposition  that  the  revolution  in  Hol- 
land was  the  suggestion  of  the  government 
of thi& country.  Whatever,  therefore,  may 
be  my  sentinientswithrespectto  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place,  I  am  absolutely 
precluded  from  catling  for  an  opinion  from 
pari  lament  on  the  subject.  The  declaration 
of  the  noble  lord  was,  that  they  were  ef- 
.  fected  by  a  spontaneous  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  people.    The  case  it  ceruioly 
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new ;  it  is  complex  in  its  nature ;  and 
merely  as  a  matter  passing  in  a  neighbour- 
ing state,  one  may  exercise  one's  indivi- 
dual judgment,  and  pass  one's  individual 
opinion  upon  it,  but  no  farther.  I  will  not^ 
therefore,  press  the  consideration  of  this 
subject. — I  will  not  say  any  thin^  of  what 
may,  perhaps,  be  justly  considered  theoblij 
gation  of  the  treaty  by  which  we  formerly 
guaranteed  to  the  Dutch  the  possession  of 
their  liberties.  As  a  question  of  public 
law,  it  might  be  discussed,  whether,  when 
a  country  is  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  a 
conqueror,  treaties  made  with  (hat  country 
prior  to  its  subjugation  do  not  revive.  I 
think  they  do.  But  I  do  not  hold  thai 
they  are  binding  against  the  community. 
Against  a  seditious  party-— against  a  fo- 
reign party— our  treaty,  guaranteeing  to 
the  Dutch  their  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment, would,  in  my  opinion,  un* 
doubtedly  resume  its  operation  ;  but  not 
against  that  body  which  is  fairly  entitled 
to  be  called  the  community.  Sir,  I  givo 
his  Majesty's  ministers  full  credit  for  hav- 
ing scrupulously  abstained  from  any  inter* 
-ference  with  the  internal  aifairs  of  Hol- 
land. I  give  them  full  credit  for  the  deli* 
cacy  which  they  have  exhibited  towards 
the  national  independence  of  that  country. 
The  principle  on  which  they  have  acted 
has  been  plainly  this — that  they  did  no€ 
think  themselves  at  liberty  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  measures,  or  to  takt 
any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  peoplt 
of  Holland,  on  Dutch  territory,  and  at* 
fecting  only  Holland  itself.  Sir,  I  respect 
tht$  principle.  I  hail  its  acknowledgment 
by  the  British  government.  Recollecting, 
as  I  do,  the  evils  which  followed  Its  rejec- 
tion 20  years  ago,  I  am  overjoyed  to  see 
it  now  adopted  and  asserted.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  question  the  soundness-— 
the  sacred  ness  of  the  principle  onwhich 
the  British  government  has  declared  that 
it  will  not  interfere  with  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  Holland.  Ic  may,  nevertheless,  be 
permitted  me  to  express  my  extreme  re- 
gret at  the  course  which  has  been  pursued 
in  that  country.  I  do  lament  that  a  con- 
stitution, under  which  Holland  was  once 
so  free  and  so  flourishing,  has  been  rejected 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  foreigil  force. 
Sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  called  a  repub* 
lican,  because  I  feel  concern  at  these 
events.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered 
less  attached  to  the  ancient  aiid  venerable 
constitution  of  England,  because  I  lament 
that  the  ancient  end  venerable  conititutioa 
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of  Holland  has  been  overthrown.  I  can- 
not conceive  that  that  form  of  government 
which  had  shewn  itself  capable  of  resisting 
Philip  the  2d— of  repelling  Louis  the  14th 
—of  driving  Louis  the  15th  from  the  gates 
of  Amsterdam,  can  be  so  radically  bad,  as 
to  be  insusceptible  of  correction.  I  am 
not  for  subverting  any  government.  I 
wish  every  government  to  be  amended, 
mnd  consequently  none  to  be  destroyed. 
Sir,  I  have  high  authority  for  my  opinion, 
that  the  new  authority  and  titles  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  will  not  be  permanently 
beneficial  to  his  Royal  Highnesses  House. 
—We  are  told  by  sir  William  Temple,  that 
io  the  year  1675,  soon  after  the  invasion 
of  Holland  by  Louis  the  1 4th,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  the  Great  William  by  the  people 
of  Goelderland,  that  be  should  assume  the 
title  of  sovereign  duke  of  Guelderland. 
William  was  strongly  advised  to  acquiesce 
in  this  proposition  by  all  the  young  and 
the  giddy  of  his  court,  and  by  one  indi- 
Tidoal  who  was  neither  young  nor  giddy 
—one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  that  ever 
lived— the  confidant  and  disciple  of  De 
Witt  — the  Pensionary  Fagel,  whose  fa- 
mily, during  every  reverse  of  fortune, 
have  continued  to  adhere  to  the  House 
of  Orange  with  the  most  steady  and 
exemplary  fidelity — but  notwithstandinff 
this  advice,  the  Great  William  refused 
to  accept  the  proffered  dignity.  Some 
people  had  at  that  period  ascribed  his  re- 
fusal to  fear — others  attributed  it  to  affec- 
tation. But  sir  W.  Temple,  who  knew  that 
great  prince,  declared,  that  it  arose  from  a 
nobler  motive ;  and  that  William  was  in- 
spired with  an  ambition  to  become  great 
by  serving,  and  not  by  the  servitude  oi',  his 
country;  and  that  he  did  not  consider 
it  so  honourable  to  be  the  sovereign  prince 
of  a  mean  and  enslaved  state,  as  the 
•tadtholder  of  a  great  and  free  one.  It  is 
also  mentioned  by  sir  William  Temple, 
that  in  the  conversation,  which  the  lords, 
deputed  by  this  country  to  induce  Wil- 
liam to  ascend  the  English  throne,  had 
with  that  prince,  being  apprehensive  that 
be  would  dislike  the  popular  constitution 
of  England,  and  imagine  that  it  subjected 
the  country  to  internal  distractions,  and 
rendered  it  less  disposed  and  able  to  cope 
with  a  foreign  foe,  they  represented  to 
him  that  such  was  not  the  case  ;  but  sir 
William  Temple  states  that  their  fears 
were  groundless  ;  for  that  the  prince  ex- 
pressed his  conviction,  that  in  a  free  coun- 
try tranquillity  was  better  insured  than 
nnder  a  despotism;    and  that  no  efforts 


were  calculated  to  be  so  efiectval  against 
an  external  enemy,  as  those  which  were 
generated  by  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  li- 
berty and  independence.  .  Sir,  there  is  a 
circumstance  which  shews  very  clearly 
the  opinion,  on  the  events  in  Holland,  of 
an  individual  of  great  importance  at  the 
present  crisis.  Jn  the  bulletin  issued  by 
the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden  on  the  30th 
November,  it  is  declared  that  the  restora- 
tion of  the  ^tadtholder  to  his  dignity  will  be 
attended  with  the  worst  consequences  to 
France.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  on 
the  30th  November,  in  full  possession  of 
all  that  had  taken  place  in  Holland,  tbis 
great  and  illustrious  individual,  to  the  ex* 
cellence  of  whose  plans,  and  to  the  activity 
of  whose  exertions,  the  deliverance  of 
Europe  is  greatly  attributable,  and  who 
has  served  the  country  of  his  duty  as  bril- 
liantly as  he  formerly  served  the  country 
of  his  birth-^id  not  think  that  by  ihe 
act  of  two  or  three  towns,  the  whola 
population  of  Holland  were  committed  to 
a  radical  change  in  their  form  of  govern- 
ment. It  is  true,  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  of  Orange  has  declared,  that  he 
will  not  accept  -  the  dignity  pressed  upon 
him,  but  "  under  the  guarantee  of  a  wiso 
constitution,  which  shall  secure  the  free- 
dom of  his  people  against  ail  possible 
future  abuses.^'  Sir,  I  applaud  this  decla- 
ration. It  is  worthy  of  a  descendant  of 
William  the  1st  and  William  the  3d,  to 
the  countrymen  of  De  Witt  and  Fagel. 
Nor,  perhaps,  is  it  unbecoming  even  a 
private  member  of  tbis  House  to  rise  here, 
and  to  claim  for  the  people  of  Holland 
the  benefit  of  a  due  observance  of  this  de- 
claration. Sir,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  support  which  this  country  has  af* 
forded  to  Holland,  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
to  expel  their  enemies — if  the  liberties  of 
the  Dutch  should  not  be  secured, the  councils 
of  England  will  be  irretrievably  disgraced ; 
we  shall  be  accused  of  deserting  the  cause 
of  national  independence,  and,  under  the 
mask  of  friendship,  of  riveting  the  chains 
of  a  brave  people.  But  I  will  not  cherish 
any  suspicions  of  that  nature.  The  Houses 
of  Nassau  and  Brunswick  are  distinguished 
by  every  circumstance  wbiph  can  give  dig. 
nity'to  great  and  illustrious  families ;  and, 
above  all,  by  their  having  been  selected 
by  Providence  as  the  guardians  of  the 
civil  and  religious  liberties  of  their  re- 
spective countries. 

The  present  representatives  of  those 
Houses  cannot  betray  their  trust  without 
forfeiting  the  honours  which  they  havo 
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inherited  from  their  ancestors.  Bol  at 
least  it  may  be  said,  that  if  the. recent 
erents  in  Holland  had  passed  without  ob- 
serTation  in  this  couiitry,  if  no  protest  had 
been  entered  against  the  principle  of 
lightly  abdlishing^  the  popular  government 
of  a  country,  and  that  country  an  old  and 
a  faithful  ally,  we  might  have  been  jostly 
accused^  of  an  indifference  to  liberty  and 
friendship.  God  forbid.  Sir,  that  a  single 
word  which  has  dropped  from  nay  lips  this 
evening  should  have  the  effect  of  damping 
the  zeal  of  the  natives  of  Holland  against 
their  foreign  oppressors,  or  of  diminishing 
the  aympathy  with  which  their  brave  and 
noble  efforts  are  regarded  in  thia  country. 
]  have  no  difficulty  in  declaring,  that  no 
•ircumstances  in  the  internal  situation  of  a 
'  country  can  justify  an  indifference  on  the 
part  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  defence  of 
that  coutitry  against  a  fbreign  enemy. 
The  worst  measures  of  domestic  govern- 
ment can  never  be  a  anfficient  excuse  for 
such  an  indifference.  The  man  who  matn^ 
tains  a  contrary  doctrine  it  a  detestable 
jcitizen.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  tbat,  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session^  I  heard 
from  a  young  and  eloquent  friend  of  mine^ 
whom  I  sincerely  congratulate  on  the  ho- 
nourable appointment  which  he  has  lately 
obtained  (Mr.  Charles  Grant),  the  doctrine 
that  in  all  cooniriea  there  was  an  instinc- 
tive patriotism  which  impelled  the  inha- 
bitants to  defend  the  home  of  their  fitthers 
against  all  foreign  attack.  Sir,  this  is  a 
beautiful  ordination  of  Providence.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  sweeteners  of  the  evib  of 
natural. society.  If  there  be  a  philosophy 
which  would  extinguish  or  impair  this 
feeling,  I  abandon  it  ta  the  contempt 
which  it  deserves.  But  in  addition  to  this 
instinctive  patriotism,  there  is  also  a  moral 
patriotism— a  love  for  a  country  because 
It  is  a  country  which  deserves  love ;  an 
attachment  to  a  government  because  it  is 
a  government  i;vhich  deserves  attachmignt 
^-tbis  is  a  description  of  patriotism  which 
pan  be  preserved  only  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  liberty.  And  if  there  beany  level* 
ling  philosophy  which  would  destroy  this 
higher  kind  of  patriotism,  it  merits  as  deep 
a  detestation  as  the  other ;  and  most  un- 
natural would  it  be  to  maintain  its  doc- 
trines in  an  English  House  of  Commons.— 
Thus,  Sir,  have  I  stilted  the  scruples  and 
difficulties  (part  of  them  certainly  relieved 
by  the  recent  replies  of  the  noble  lord 
to  my  inquiries)  which  I  entertain  with 
respect  to  the  late  changes  in  Holland. 
I   have  expressed   my  opinion  on  the 
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nature  of  those  changes.  I  could  have 
wished  that  ihey  had  t>een  effected  by 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  pe^iple,  •r* 
if  that  was  impracticable,  by  the  actual 
representatives  of  the  people-*-er  if  not  so,  ^ 
at  least  by  the  clear  concurrence  of  the 
whole  people,  acting  under  their  natural 
leaders,  whose  authority  it  is  aiach  mora 
important  to  maintain  during  a  reyoluiio% 
than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of 
a  coomry.  I  should  have  been  glad  alao» 
if  the  whole  affair  had  been  condncted 
mom  gravely,  and  with  more  c^vident 
proofs  that  it  met  with  the  entire  approha^ 
tion  of  the  people.  As  it  is,  I  trvst  his  reynl 
highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  will  adhere 
to  the  terms  of  his  noble  declaration,  and 
secure  to  his  subjects  tholiberties  they  sn 
welt  deserve.  I  rejoice  that  bis  Koyal 
Hiffhness  has  not  spoken  lightly  of  that 
which,  nnder  the  name  of  ciyil  liberty,  it 
has  been  the  fashion  to  oppose,  political 
liberty.  I  rejoice  that  he  holds  o«t  a  co»« 
stitution  to  the  Dutch.  I  trost  that  it  wilt 
be  a  constitution  composed  of  sufficient  vi* 
gonr  on  the  part  of  the  exocntiye  govern^ 
ment,  connected  wkh  some  representation 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo'ple  ;  that  il 
will  secure  equal  laws,  and  the  pure  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice^  On 
this  last  sohject,  it  is,  indeed,  very  satisfec-  . 
tory  to  know  tbat  the  purity  of  the  adi»>*  . 
nistration  of  justice  in  Holland  baa  sur* 
vived  all  the  storms  which  the  variooa  re- 
volntions  of  that  country  have  occasioned; 
and  that  the  impartiality  of  the  judges^ 
and  the  integrity  of  the  lawyers  of  HoU 
land,  continue  to  be  most  honourably  dis- 
tinguished. Sir,  there  is  another  sabjeet 
on  which  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words*  I 
cannot  ask  the  noble  lord  any  question 
apon  it,  because  it  folates  to  that  which 
may  1)e  an  operation  of  the  war.  I  am, 
therefore,  obliged  to  argao  upon  it  as  a 
m»onT^--as  a  case  that  may  by  poseibtlity 
occur.  It  has  been  stated.  Sit,  that  it  is  ' 
the  intention  of  the  allied  powors  tn  treat  ^ 
the  Helvetic  body  hesttlely— not  to  con- 
Mer  that  body  as  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
neutrality,  but  to  force  th^ir  way  through 
Switzerland  to  France.  Now,  8ir,  I  can-x 
not  ask  the  noble  lord  if  this  is  actually 
the  fact ;  because,  if  he  were  to  answer  in 
the  affirmative,  it  woold  be  to  divalge  to 
the  world  that  France  is  to  be  attacked  on 
that  side.  But  on  this  question  of  a  long 
adjournment,  I  am  at  liberty  to  discuss 
this  as  a  possible  ease.  I  tt»er«fore  submit* 
with  great  deference,  my  opinion,  that  if  I 
mm  rightly  informed  with  respect  to  thia  in? 
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tenlion  of  ibe  allies,  •och  an  act  would  bo  a 
violation  of  one  of  tbo  free  prmciplea  of 
poHlio  law.  Tlie  Half  olic  body  it  boond  to 
France,  only  by  a  cimTentio»  to  fumiab 
Franco  witb  a  cerlaiii  number  of  men.  By 
tbis  convention,  coocknded  in  IdOi,  Swit* 
aerkind  engaged  to  fumieb  16/)00  iroopa 
to  France.— ^be  baa  furnUbod  troops  to 
France^  and  to  otbor  co«ntrtes,  for  tbreo 
centoriea.  if  my  intelligence  be  not  in* 
correct,  there  ia  no  otber  existing  treaty 
between  Franco  and  Switzerland  tban  ibot 
wbicb  i  bare  jost  mentioned.  Sir,  tbat 
cannot  be  called  an  infringement  of  non* 
tmlity.  In  1809,  daring  tbe  war  between 
France  and  Anstria,  |be  Swiaa  goTornment 
(famisbing  tbirteen  tbooaand  troopa  to 
France)  was  anxious  to  take  ibo  |Arecaiv» 
ticMi  of  inducing  Austria  distinctly  to  re- 
cognise  tbe  nantrality  of  Switaorland. 
wbicb  Austria  accordingly  did;  and  ab« 
atained  from  any  complaint  of  tbe  conduct 
of  Switserland,  receiving  tbe  ministers  of 
tint  country  at  bor  court.  I  have  noTor 
understood  tbat  a  mere  supply  of  limited 
aoGCour  lo  one  coontry,  under  a  conven- 
tion condoded  before  tbe  breaking  out  of 
a  war  between  tbat  coontry  and  another, 
gives  to  tbo  last  tbe  right  of  making  war 
on  tbe  power  by  which  the  succour  is  ao 
aiibrded.  It  is  not  so  stated  by  tbo  best 
writers  on  tbe  law  of  nations.  Indeed, 
9»t  we  have  recent  and  remarkable  in« 
stances  that  such  has  not  been  tbo  usage 
of  nations,  We  have  the  instance  of  tbo 
aoccoor  granted  by  Holland  to  tbe  omprosa 
queen,  in  the  war  of  tbe  Austrian  succes^ 
sion  ;— wo  have  also  the  instance  of  the 
succour  granted  by  Holland  to  this  coun* 
try  in  the  rebellion  of  1745.  In  neither 
of  these  cases  was  the  neutrality  of  Hol- 
land deemed  to  be  violated.  With  regard 
lo  Swiiaerland  itself,  there  have  been  seve* 
ral  instances  in  which  tbat  country  exer- 
cised an  option  witb  respect  to  its  assts* 
tance ;  refusing  troops  to  some  states,  and 
granting  them  to  others ;  and  yet  1  dio  not 
understand'  that  her  neutrality  was  ever 
H  considered  to  be  violated  in  conteqaeoce. 
In  the  debate  which  took  place  in  this 
House  in  1805,  on  the  rupture  with  Spain 
(in  which  the  greatest  talents  were  dis- 
played ;  in  which,  on  one  side  of  tbe 
House  was  a  right  hon.  gentleman  no 
longer  a  member  of  that  House  ;  and  on 
tbe  other,  my  late  and  revered  friend  Dr. 
Lawrence,  than  whom  a  man  of  more  pro- 
found knowledge  of  public  law  never  ex- 
isted); the  principle  to  which  I  have  ad- 
vened was  successfully  maintained  in  the 
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discNMsien  of  the  treaty  of  lUebnsow  i 
am  aware.  Sir,  it  may  be  asserlad^  that 
the  occupation  of  Swiiaerland  by  tknalliea 
will  be  highly  advantageous  to  Iheireanse, 
and  will  laeiliuto  the  attainment  af  thekr 
object.  Tbis  may  be  very  true ;  bat  if  it 
be  allowed  to  supersede  tbe  vigbt  of  Swiln 
norland  to  maintain  bar  neutrality,  tbera 
ia  an  end  of  all  public  aecnrily^  If  Swit« 
aerland  ia  not  to  be  considered  neutral,  ba* 
cause  aba  covets  a  largo  frontier  of  Franoiw 
which  it  would  be  convenient  to  approach* 
fiirewell  to  the  rigbtt  of  nations.  In  my 
opinion,  looking  at  tbo  conduct  of  Swit* 
norland  for  ibe  last  14  years,  such  an  act 
aa  tbe  occupation  of  tlfat  country  by  tba 
allied  powera  would  be  a  aaost  odioq^  aca 
of  wartkre. "  Switserland  has  made  oon-* ' 
ataat  efforu  to  maintain  her  neutrality; 
''to  preserve  berself  for  better  times.** 
The  national  character  and  apirit  of  tba 
Switt  entitle  thom  to  forbaaranco.  Onn 
of  tbe  depntiea  sent  fhim  Switaerland  to  tbo 
boad*qoartara  of  tbe  allied  armies  ie  tbn 
colebratod  Aloys  Reding,  the  patriot  who 
ao  heroically  resisted  tM  French  in  ITM. 
I  trust,  when  be  presents  himaolf  to  |ba 
allied  sovereigns,  tbat  tboy  will  reeolleot 
this  circumstance;  tbat  they  will  recollect 
that  when  tbowholecontinent  was  prostrate 
at  tbe  feet  of  France;  Aloys  Reding,attbo 
bead  of  a  small  but  gallant  band,  braved 
tbo  conqueror  of  the  world«««tbat  he  fooffbt 
and  bled  on  tbe  fteld  of  Morgarteo-««tbat 
be  aet  tbe  first  example  of  that  glorioiie 
resistance  to  foreign  oppression  wnicb  so 
many  nations  have  since  happily  followed 
-«-and  tbat  it  is  this  bore  who  now  im« 
plores  them  to  spare  tbe  remains  of  hie 
gallant  countrymen.  Sir,  I  trust  that  tba 
observations  which  I  have  nuide  en  tbia 
subject  will  prove  totally  useless.  Tbo 
expression  appears  to '  create  some  sur« 
prise,  but  it  is  just ;  for  what  can  better 
prove  the  propriety  of  having  aaade  tbo 
obeervatioii  which  I  have  ottered  to  the 
consideration  of  tbe  House«  tban  tbat  they 
should  prove  to  be  tbe  rule  on  which  the 
great  powers  of  the  continent  will  deter- 
mine to  act  ?  If  they  forego  their  attack 
on  Switaerland,  it  will  be  because  they 
will  be  convinced  of  the  truth  and  justice 
of  tbo  arguments  by  which  that  attack 
has  been  opposed.  I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  be  misunderstood  to  wish  to  dissuade 
tbe  Swiss  from  taking  part  in  the  confer 
deration  against  France.  It  is  impoesiblo 
for  me.  Sir,  to  put  myself  into  the  situation 
of  being  able  to  judge  for  Switaerland  in 
this  respect.    I  cannot  sufficiently  diueal 
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mytelf  of  my  feelibgs  at  an  Englishman 
to  be  fully  aware  of  the  feelings  which 
the  inhabitants  of  a  neutral  nation  may 
hare  on  the  sobject.  But  if  I  really  had 
to  decide  for  Switzerland,  nothing  would 
ao  stronffly  indispose  me  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  allies,  as  their  claiming  and 
threatening  to  enforce  a  right  to  pass 
through  Switzerland  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
ultimate  object.  What  would  be  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  allies  {o  the  Swiss  on 
such  an  occasion  ?  *'  We  call  upon  you  to 
join  us  in  maintaining  the  independence 
of  Europe ;  and  the  first  step  that  we  re- 
quire you  to  take  is,  to  sacrifice  the  inde* 
pendence  of  SwitSBcrland/'  Sir,  it  gare 
me  great  pleasure  to  hear  the  noble  lord 
state,  in  reply  to  my  hon.  and  learned 
Iriend,  that  of  which,  indeed,  I  did  not 
entertain  much  doubt,  that  the  Proclama- 
tion attributed  to  the  allied  powers  is  an 
authentic  document.  After  what  I  h^TC 
said,  it  must  be  totally  unnecessary  for 
me  to  trouble  the  House  with  my  opinion 
upon  it.  It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the .  most 
wise,  magnanimous,  and  enlightened  state 
papers  that  was  ever  issued.  From  the 
Dottom  of  my  heart  I  adopt  every  senti- 
ment and  every  syllable  which  it  contains; 
and  if,  after  the  promulgation  of  such  a 
document,  it  shall  be  still  found  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  war,  I  am  sure  that 
no  true  Englishman  will  refuse  his  most 
zealous  and  hearty  support  in  its  prosecu- 
tion. On  the  principles  of  that  manifesto, 
as  they  appeared  to  my  mind  on  the  first 
day  that  I  read  it.  Great  Britain  ought  to 
make  common  cause  with  the  powers  from 
whom  it  proceeded.  From  that  cause 
there  ought  to  be  no  retreat.  The  confe- 
derates in  such  a  cause  ought  never  to 
forget  the  obligations  they  owe  each 
other ;  they  should  pursue  no  separate  in- 
terest ;  their  sole  object  ought  to  be  the 
independence  of  Europe.  The  mention 
of  the  word  <  peace' t  on  any  other  terms 
should  be  considered  detestable.  *  On  us 
it  would  be  incumbent  to  make  every  cfiR>rt 
in  war  and  every  sacrifice  in  negociation. 
Whenever  that  1  attec. period. may  arritve, 
we  ought  to  bring  forward  our  acquisitions 
during  the  war  in  the  cause .  of  Europe, 
and  consider  them  only  as  those  of  one 
member  of  the  confederacy,  to  be  used 
for  the  good  of  all,  although  it  had  so  hap- 
pened Uiat  they  had  been  obtained  by 
ourselves.  Thus  ought .  we  to  conduct 
ourselves  towards  all  the  nations  to  whom 
we  have  pledged  our  faith,  and  more  es- 
pecially to  those  who  havie  bravely  taken 
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up  arms  in  the  cause.  First,  Spain  and 
Portugal — then  Holland— and  lastly,  every 
part  of  Germany  which  has  joined  the 
common  cause.  To  these  countries  we 
are  so  bound,  that  we  cannot,  without  the 
deepest  disgrace,  listen  to  any  proposition 
that  would  shake  their  independence—not 
their  nominal  but  their  secure  and  sub- 
stantial independence.  For  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object,  we  must  willingly  re- 
linquish all  the  fortresses  or  other  acquisi- 
tions, of  territory,  -and  otherwise,  which 
we  may  have  made.-  There  is  another'^ 
consideration.  Sir,  which  we  should  not 
forget.  It  is,  so  far  as  we.  can  reasonably 
do  so,  to  secure  the  permanent  indepen- 
dence of  those  friendly  states,  by  depriv- 
ing others  of  the  power  of  oppressing 
them.  The  year  preceding  that  of  the 
partition  of  Poland  was  the  year  in  whiclv 
the  balance  of  power  existed  in  the 
greatest  perfection.  Had  it  not  been  for^ 
the  criminal  and  disgraceful  desertion  of 
that  system  by  the  French  and  British 
governments,  a  great  part  of  the  calami- 
ties which  have  so  long  agitated  Europe* 
would  have  been  avoided.  There  -  was. 
only  one  person  at  that  period  among  our 
leading  statesmen  who  evinced  a  just 
sense  of  what  Great  Britain  owed  to  the 
preservation  of  that  principle.  Tliat  per- 
son was  the  first  marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
who  was  compelled  to  resign  his  situation 
as  secretary  of  state,  in  consequence  of 
an  expostulation  to  the  French  govern- 
ment on  the  conquest  of  Corsica.  After 
the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  balance  of  power 
was  in  its  lowest  state  of  depression. 
What  security  the  allied  powers  may  now 
seek  in  order  to.  restore  and  maintain  it,  I 
know  not.  It  is  for  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  for  those  of  the  allied  sovereigns, 
to  view  all  the  circumstances  of  Europe, 
with  a  reference  to  that  most  desirable 
object.  It  will  be  for  us,  Sir,  when  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued  shall  be 
brought  before  ul,  to  give  our  opinion 
upon  it.  That  cannot  now  be  done;  to- 
tally uninformed,  as  we  necessarily  are  in 
this  House,  with  respect  to  the  degree  of 
security  which  we  should  pursue  as  the 
object  of  war  and  as  the  preliminary  to 
pc^ce.  Thus,  Sir,  have  I  imperfectly 
submitted  to  the  House,  under  the  pressure 
of  severe  indisposition,  such  ideas  as  I  have 
been  enabled  hastily  to  collect  on  this 
important  subject.  I  sensibly  feel  the 
disadvantages  under  which  I  have  laboured 
in  the  course  of  my  address  to  you— dis-r 
advantages  which  1  might  perhaps  have 
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avoided,  if  I  had  listened  to  prudence.  I 
hope>  however,  that  the  Hoote  will  do  roe 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  in  feeling  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  civil  liberty 
of  Holland,  I  entertain  no  lukewarmness 
towards  its  national  independence— -that, 
in  wishing  the  confederated  powers  to  ex- 
hibit strict  justice  to  a  neutral  nation,  I  am 
nevertheless  most  anxious  for  their  success 
on  those  honourable  principles  contained 
in  their  admirable  Manifesto.  Sir,  I  move 
at  an  amendment  to  the  noble  lord's  mo- 
tion,  to  substitute  for  the  words  "Tuesday, 
.1st  uf  March,"  the  words  "  Monday,  24ih 
January.'^ 

Colonel  Si.  Paul,  in  a  maiden  speech, 
observed,  that  when  he  had  understood 
that  the  adjournment  was  to  have  been 
opposed,  he  had  expected  to  have  met 
.-with  some  solid  objections  to  that  mea- 
sure ;  but  instead  of  this  he  had  heard  a 
most  feeble  opposition,  in  which  it  was 
singular  that  there  was  not  a  word  appli- 
cable to  the  question  of  adjournment.  He 
bad  much  respect  for  the  talents  of  the 
hon.  member  who  had  opposed  the  motion 
before  the  House  ;  and  he  had  hoped  to  have 

*  received  the  benefit  of  them  on  the  ques- 
tions respecting  the  East  India  Company, 
with  which  that  hon.  and  learned  member 

.must  have  been  conversant;  but,  instead 
of  this,'  they  had  a  display  of.  his  elo- 
quence on  the  subject  of  an  adjournment, 
in  which  the  whole  House  concurred.  The 
question  was  oiie  of  confiderice  in  the  mi- 
nistry ;  and  from  what  he  had  heard  that 
night  there  were  grounds  of  confidence, 
and  not  of  distrust, .  in  the  advisers  of  the 
crown  ;  nor  was  the  hon.  member  entitled 
to  arrogate  to  himself  more  solicitude  for 
the  general  welfare  than  any  one  of  those 
members  who  concurred  in  the  adjourn- 
ment. He  was  happy,  however,  at  the 
opportunity  which  this  opposition  afforded 
him  to  express  his  confidence  in  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  For  though  the  hon. 
and   learned  gentleman  had    placed  «his 

*  opposition  on  the  more  delicate  footing  of 

*  the  critical  juncture  of  affairs ;  yet  the 
main  point  of  the  question  waa,  whether 
the  House  had  enough  confidence  in  the 

^  ministers  to  trust  them  for  two  months  } 
A  more  finical  oppoittion  to  any  measure 

:  he.had  never  heard  in  that  House  ;  but  he 
trusted  they  had  enough  confidence  in  the 
ministers,  and  in  the  Regent,  whose  pro- 
vident and  comprehensive  mind— [Here 
calls  of  order,  and  laughter,  prevented 
the  hon.  gentleman  from  concluding  his 

'aefttenceJ-^To.the  beads  of  the  adtninis* 


tration  the  gratitude  of  the  House  was 
due.  To  a  noble  lord  in  that  House  (lord 
Castlereagh)  they  owed  the  great  measures 
of  which  the  late  occurrences  were  the 
elorious  results.  To  the  measure  of  al* 
lowing  the  militia  to  volunteer  into  the 
line,  we  owed  those  soldiers  who  were 
planting  the  British  standard  in  the  soil  of 
France,  and  that  success  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  which  was  the  main  spring  of 
this  patriotic  war.  .  This  measure,  so 
important  as  to  our  foreign  relations>  was 
equally  congenial  to  the  feelings  of  this 
country.  As  to  the  reason  which  had 
been  addilced  for  the  continuation  of  the 
sittings  of  parliament,  from  the  changes 
which  were  likely  to  take  place  in  th^e 
state  of  Europe,  he  would  ask,  whether^ 
even  if  the  parliament  continued  sitting 
during  a  negociation,  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  foreign  department  would 
think  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  disclose 
to  the  House  the  riature  or!  terms  of  the 
treaty,  while  such  a  disclosure  might 
unhinge  and  overthrow  the  treaty  itself? 
Such  conduct  would  be  both  weak  and 
wicked.  '  The  hon,  member  concluded  by 
saying,  that  he  should  not  have  trespassed 
thus  long  on  the  House,  but  that  he  had 
been  sorry  to  see  the  unanimity  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  House  during  the 
whole  of  the  session  disturbed  ;  and  be- 
cause he  wished'  to  bear  witness  to  the 
gratification  he  had  received,  as  well 
from  this  unanimity,  as  from  the.  manly 
avowal  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
member  for  Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread),  and 
the 'member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Canning). 
Mr.  WhUhrcad.  I  heard  with  pleasure 
from  the  hon^  member  who  has  just  spoken, 
who,  fr6m  his  manner  of  expressing  his 
feelings,  must  have  felt  very  strongly 
when  silent  [a  laugh],  his  satisfaction  at 
my  conduct ;  but  when  I  afterwards  heard 
also  his  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
member  for  IJverpool,  I  felt  rather  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  able 
to  chime  in  with  both  of  us,  as  there  are 
no  two  men  whose  views  of  political  sub- 
jects can  be  more  discordant.  Asrto  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir 
J.  Mackintosh)  who  has  opposed  the  ad- 
journment, on  the  accession  of  whose  talents 
I  congratulate  the  House  and  the  country, 
and  than  whom,  on  questions  of  public  law, 
there  is  no  one  more  competent  to  instruct 
the  House ;  I  wonder  at  the  application 
made  of  it  to  any  party  ;  and  still  more  at 
the  epithet  finical,  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man nvho  spoke  last  was  pleased  to  bestow 
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emit.  Though  I  agr^  with  my  bon,  nmd 
learned  frienS  ta  all  his  general  principles, 
•od  concur  completely  in  kk  irish  to  opf 
poie  all  long  adjoormneiits,  1  should  con* 
tradlct  the  opinions  which  I  Imvc  declared 
respecting  his  Majesty's  ministers^  if  I 
concurred  io  opposing  this  motioo  of  ad* 

^ "  joommebt.  If  any  thing  had  occurred  to 
dimiBish  my  confidence  in  them,  I  might 
be  justified  in  my  opposition  to  the  pre- 
aent  motion ;  but  instead  of  any  thing 
JbaTing  oc<;orred  to  diminish  it,  the  ado(»^ 
tion  this  ni«bi  by  the  noble  lord  (Castfe- 
reagh)  of  the  splendid  Declaration,  dated 
»t  Frankfort,  December  the  lst»  increased 
^  that  confidence.  Daring  this  session  I 
iia:vt  not  only  withheld  my  opposition,  but 
ofen  gtven  my  support  to  tneasnrea  io 
which,  nnder  ordinary  circumstances,  I 
could  not  Inito  ooncnrred'* -^especiaHy  on 
the  occasmn  of  the  Mutiny  Bill ;  when, 
an  assurance  being  given  to  the  Heoac  by 
the  noble  Vord  opposite  (lord  Castlereagh), 
that  an  adjournment  for  a  period  bo^r 
than  usual  wonid  be  conrenient  to  pubKc 
afiaifa,  from  a  knowledge  of  this  circum- 
itattce  I  concurred  in  giving  to  the  crown 
m  power  for  a  longer  period  than  it  has 
ever  before  possessed,  and  under  ctrcnm- 
Itances  which  I  hope  wtH-never  again  ezial. 
Without  nemitting  any  of  iny  j^ousy  of 
fong  discontinuances  of  parliament,  I  am 
willing  to  confide  in  those  who,  I  trast, 
Witl  nerit  my  confidence  ;  and  I  feel  that 
when  I  again  appear  in  this  House,  I  shall 
be  entitled  to  0sk\i  his  Majesty's  ministers 
in  a  more  strict  manner  to  answer  for  the 
exercise  of  the  discretion  confided  in  them, 
than  if  I  withheld  in  Uny  degree  my  con- 
cwrrance  in  granting  it,  I  concur  with 
my  hon«  nnd  learned,  friend  in  reflretting 
the  change  of  the  conatita  tion  of  Holland**, 
in  regretting  thai  by  the  peraon  now  called 
the  Mvereign  Prince,  at  the  moment  of  his 

.  restertftion,  this  constitution  should  be  thns 
completely  abrogated ;  nnd  I  hope  that 
«re  long  bis  promise  will  be  performed, 
and  thnt  we  w^ty  see  that  free  «onatitation 
established.  But  on  the  prineiplee  laid 
down  by  my  hen.  and  hsanied  friend  (sir 
J.  M^ickintoah),  and  believing  the  dednra^ 
tien  of  the  noble  Jord  (lord  Camiereagh), 
it  is  impossible  thvt  atiy  notice  can  be 
taken  of  this  subject  in  irarHenieot.  And 
as  to  Switserland,  in  the  possibility  of 
Great  Britain  taking  part  in  an  aggression 
on  that  country,  1  see  no  probability  that 
this  contingent  event,  which  I  trust  will 
never  happen,  will  call  fsr  parliaimentary 
interposition  before  the  istof  MurcL^^-^It 
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ia  becans fe  I  see  that  the  march  of  the  alltet 
is  geided  by  moderate  counsels*  counsels 
in  direct  opposition  to. those  pnrseed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  that  I  repose 
this  confidence  in  miniatera  ;  and  i  ana 
gratified  thai  the  paper  which  I  have  men*- 
tinned  has  been  ctrculat^  before  the  re* 
cess  of  parliament,  so  as  to  have  given  op*- 
portunity  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  of 
publicly  recognising  it ;  because  the  exis^ 
tence  of  such  a  declaration  must  put  an 
end  to  the  absurd  foilfes  which  have  been 
revived  by  aome,  of  punishing  France--^ 
teaching  the  Frendi  people.  These  wild, 
wicked,  and  mischievous  chiokeras  must 
now  be  put  down;  for  the  allies  have  done 
what  I  anticipated  a  magnificent  aiiianee 
would  do  :-««notwithstanding  their  vici6- 
Hes,  thejr  have  adhered  to  their  stated  ob- 
ject|  and  have  not  altered  the  principles, 
or,  to  use  their  own  words^  the  conditions, 
on  which  they  will  receive  peace.  Taking 
this  manifosto  as  my  guide,  {  hope  that 
peace  is  already  achieved ;  but  if  ptiace 
is  not  yet  conqnered,  there  is  not  a  masi  in 
this  House,  or  in  the  country,  who  will 
not  concur  in  the  further  conquests  which 
may  be  necessary  to  precnre  ft.  Throw- 
ing on  hie  Majesty's  ministers  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  confidence  which  they  de* 
mand,  and  in  the  spirit  of  confidence, 
I  concur  heartily  in  the  motion  of  adfourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  MercronAk  said,  that  the  declare* 
tion  of  his  horn  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
had  much  relieved  his  mind ;  for  he  held 
it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  on  great 
occasions,  to  maintain  as  an  inviolable  rule, 
that  we  should  not  interfere  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  other  stntea.  The  change  of  the 
constitution  in  Holland  waste  be  regretted, 
he  thought,  on  acconnt  of  the  -other  states 
Ob  the  continent,  and  might  be  iiy'urious 
to  the  elliance ;  because  the  concurrence 
of  many  etatesin  the  nttempts  to  efiect  the 
deliverance  of  Europe  must  have  been  in 
the  hopes  of  luveliomting  thehr  internal 
condition.  Aa  to  the  reasons  which  wete 
«o  induce  them  to  concur  in  a  measure  per- 
haps not  sanctioned  by  the  pr'mciples, 
certainly  not  by  the  fMradice,  of  the  con* 
stitutien,  it  had  been  staited,  that  there 
were  gremsda  for  confidence  in  miniators* 
He  (Mr.  A.)  should  belie  his  whole  conduct 
if  he  had  said  ibat  they  possessed  his  con- 
fidence«  The  aenttmenis  in  the  Kinc^a 
apeech  did  honour  to  the  advisers  of  the 
erown,  and  their  acts  since  had  concurred 
to  prove  them  sincere ;  the  Declaration  of 
the  Allies,  aba,  he  cooftssedi  d^aenrad  nit 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ihe  «f  itiwit  wUch  k^6  l>«^o  l>6ttawf4  on 
iU  B«i  tb6«B  w^re  good  only  c^  ii^r  as 
4bey  weot ;  and  as  iie  could  form  no  oiti- 
OMteof  the  future  conductor  ministers  but 
ffom  the  pasty  he  could  not  be  sure«  judf - 
iag  from  their  general  cooduot,  that  the^ 
would  follow  up  theur  professions.  If  thus 
long  and  unprecedeaied  ad^oomoient  had 
been  thought  necessary  by  lotnisters*  be 
4boaght  it  mght  have  been  iAtroduced  bv 
a  a»easage  from  the  throne;  by  vbioh 
means  there  would  ha?e  remained  on  -ihetr 
Jouroaki  «one  reasons  for  this  €xuraordi- 
Bary  step,  and  it  would  ha^e  beea  shown 
Ihai  confidence  in  the  ministry  was  the 
cause-of  the  adjournment ;  btfl  as  the  case 
•now  stood,  if  at  any  futuve  tim«  unanimity 
pperailod  in  the  House*  the  same  reasons 
which  now  sui&ced  would  hafe  weigbt  In 
&voor  of  aatill  longer  adjournment.— Uu- 
lees  some  strong  case  were  made  out»  why 
should  the  ^parliament  be  held  in  a  time 
at  which  it  was  moat  inconvenient  for 
members  to  attends  'consequently  when 
there  would  .be  the  thinnest  attendance  i 
What  would  be  the  effect  of  this  measure 
on  the  House  of  Lords  ?  As  many  of  the 
important  Bills  roust  originate  in  the 
House  of  Oommoos,  thffy  would  reach 
the  other  House  at  a  time  when  ibeir 
lordships  could  not  attend,  without  neg* 
ieeting  more  urgent  business  in  other 
places ;  and  thus  the  most  important  men- 
aurci  would  nocessarily  pass  that  House 
witiiout  consideration*  As  to  the  recent 
and  jraluable  accession  to  the  House  (the 
Iffiab  members),  adjournments  for  such  a 
period  would  annihilate  them  completely ; 
for  they  might  as  well  gif  e  op  all  hopes  of 
ffo^lection  as  neglect  to  attend  at  the 
assioKs  in  their  counties,  which  took  place 
in  May,  and  which  it  was  well  known 
WUI6  unlike  the  assises  of  this  country ; 
many  moosures  of  the  utmost  local  conse« 
qoence  being  there  submiued  to  them. 
Now,  what  was  the  ground  of  this  adjourn- 
imint  which  would  prodoce  these  evils  ? — 
Did  the  ministers  suppose  the  House  'of 
Cenamons  would  shackle  them  ?  Had  they 
BO  experience  of  tbe  present  parliament  ? 
— Yot  this  was  tbe  parliament  which  bad 
sanctioned  a^meaaure  (the  Mutiny  Bill  for 
an  eatended  tesm)  which  efen  the  noble 
lord  opposite  (lord  Castiereagh)  was  glad 
to -see  an  ol^tion  made  to,  that  it  fm%ht 
ttoi  pass  into  a  |>r^oedent.  Why  was  i^ 
thatifwiihoot  any  possible  good  resoU,  an 
iaaoration  was  resorted  to,  which  would 
pvaduoethe  utmost  mischief?— >We,  who 
fwqsect^  Ibe  ostabUshmoolof  Moial  libwty 
(VOL- XXVII.) 
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•in  the  treat  .of  Eusope,  wf^e  ioJiaiur  such 
language  held  to  the  members  of  one  of 
4be  few  free  deliberative  assemblies  of  the 
wosid— >that  they  were  nood  merely  in 
idea-«*that  they  were  deserving  of  no  con* 
ifidence — aad  that  when  there  w^  any 
tbiug  of  importance  to  take  place,  they 
wese  wished  away. 

Mr.  Protkeroe  i^reed  in  general  with 
tbe  hon.  f^ntlem^^n  who  hytd  pneceded  him 
(Mr.  Aborcrombie),  and  deprecated  the 
Hiyersion  of  tfae  seasons  among  the 
&abionable  world*  which  the  parliament 
was  about  to  countenance,  by  allotting  to 
a  sesidence  in  towa  that  part  of  tbe  ye^r 
w^ch  nature  designed  lor  a  residence  in 
the  country.  He  gare  credit  to  Mr. 
Whithffead  for  tbe  conduct  which,  as  the 
4H>n.  gentleman  expressed  it,  combined  all 
that  was  honourable  in  loyalty  with  all  that 
was  consistent  in,  patf-iotisp.  Never  (he 
remarked)  had  there  been  a  session  when  ' 
so  much  had  been  done  and  so  little  said. 
The  House  had  hitherto  invigorated  tbe 
powers  of  government  by  an  almost  un* 
paralleled  unanimity ;  and  he  hoped  that 
there  would  be  now  no  disposition  to  im- 
pede their  proceedings.  They  might  ad- 
dress the  House  in  the  eloquent  language 
which  Mr.  Burke  had  used  to  his  consti- 
tuents :  •*  If  we  droqp,  encourage  us;  if 
we  fall,  console  us^  if  we  succeed,  applaud 
OS ;  let  us  pass  oq,  for  God's  sake,  let  us 
pass  on.'' 

Mr*  P.  Orenfsll  said,  he  was  more  con- 
vinced than  when  he  had  entered  the 
House  of  the  propciety  of  tbe  lengthened 
adjournment.  As  to  confidence  to  be  re- 
p^ed  in  bis  Mivjesty's  ministers,  he 
thought  that  if  there  was  a  time  whea  it 
became  the  ministers  to  ask,  or  the  House 
to  repose  this  confidence,  it  was  the  pre- 
sent. The  late  glorious  events  showed  the 
title  of  ministers  to  this  confidence ;  and 
as  far  as  his  individual  voice  weat«  they 
had  it. 

Sir  Samud  RamUfy  aaid,  that  tbe  ad- 
journment of  parliament  to  so  distant  a 
period  was  not. proposed  on  the  ground  of 
copfideaoe  in  ministers.  Indeed,  if  it  bad 
been,  still  it  would  «ot  have  met  his  con- 
currence; for  the  House  had  no  right  to  \ 
rapose  such  a  confidence  in  ministers  as 
would  lead  to  a  virtual  abdication  of  its 
functions.  He  should  not  attempt  to 
follow  bis  ban.  friend  (sir  J.  Mackintosh) 
through  tbe  various  f>oinu  of  his  admi- 
lable  speech ;  for  which,  iii  coBHuon  witb 
the  House*  he  felt  himself  highly  indebted 
to  him,  and  which  he  was  aa^oaisbed  to 
I      (Y) 
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hear  treated  in  the  way  in  which  it  had 
been  by  an  bon.  member  who  had  spoken 
for  the  first  time  in  that  Hoose  to«night. 
If  the  sound,  constitQtionaU  comprehensiTe 
principles  laid  down  in  that  speech  had 
received  no  answer,  it  was  because  thev 
did  not  admit  of  being  controverted. 
Much  had  been  said,  and  with  truths  of 
the  unanimity  which  had  prevailed  this 
session.  He,  for  one»  was  glad  of  that 
unanimity,  and  of  the  great  and  glorious 
events  which  had  been  the  occasion  of  it. 
But  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  all 
those  questions  which  were  like  to  lead  to 
a  difference  of  opinions,  had  been  pur- 
posely postponed  till  after  the  recess. 
Even  when  parliament  sat  the  usual  time, 
the  stress  of  business  was  so  great 
towards  the  end  of  a  session,  that  some- 
times forty  or  fifty  orders  were  disposed 
of  in  an  evening.  It  had  often  happened 
that  the  fatigue  of  members,  occasioned 
by  a  close  attendance  before  Christmas, 
had  been  the  ground  of  a  longer  adjourn- 
ment than  usual.  But  this  could  not  well 
be  urged  as  the  grouhd  of  the  present  mo- 
tion. In  fact,  no  ground  had  been  stated. 
After  urging,  in  various  points  of  view, 
the  inexpediency  of  suspending  the  func- 
tions of  parliament  for  so  long  an  interval, 
sir  Samuel  Romilly  sat  down  with  d^e- 
claring,  that  he  should  be  ready  to  divide 
with  his  hon.  friend  who  moved  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  and 
negatived;  after  which  the  original  ques- 
tion was  pot  and  carried  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday 
the  1st  day  of  March,  1814. 
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FlRB    AT    TRB     CuSTOM-HoUSB.]        Thc 

LofdChancellcr  stated,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  burning  of  the  Custom-house,  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  him  for  liberty 
to  inspect  the  papers  in  the  custody  of  the 
clerk  of  parliament  which  had  been  at  any 
time  presented  from  the  Custom-house. 
SiUing  on  the  woolsack,  he  thought  it 
most  becomiri|^  in  him  to  mention  the 
matter  to  their  lordships ;  and  he  now 
moved,  that  Mr,  Irving,  the  inspector- 
general  of  the  imports  and  exports,  should 
have  leave  to  examine  the  papers  which 
had  been  at  any  time  presented  to  that 
House  from  the  Custom-housci-i^Ordered 
accordingly. 


Mbssagb  pbom  tbb  Rbgbnt,  bbcom* 

MBMDIN6  A  FURTHBR  AuJOURNMfcNT.l   Tb« 

Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  that  he  had  a 
Message  from  the  Prince  Regent,  acting 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, recommending  it  to  the  House,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  further  to , 
adjourn  itself  to  the2l8t  of  the  present 
month  (March).  Having  read  the  mes- 
sage, as  above,  he  moved,  that  the  House 
do  accordingly  adjourn  till  Monday  the 
2 1  St  instant. 

The  Marquis  of  Latudowne  did  not  op- 
pose the  motion;  nor  could  be  feel  him- 
self justified  in  giving  it  any  decided  op- 
position, after  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  recommended  by  message  from  the 
Prince  Resent ;  stating,  at  the  same  time, 
however,  that,  notwithstanding  the  manner 
in  which  the  motion  was  recommended, 
he  considered  it  as  perfectly  competent  to 
himself,  or  any  other  peer,  to  oppose  the 
motion  of  adjournment,  if  he  thought 
proper.  But  any  reluctance  that  he  felt 
in  concurring  in  this  motion,  and  he  cer-  ' 
tainly  did  feel  some  reluctance,  arose  not 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  the  quarter 
from  whence  the  recommendation  came, 
nor  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  hia 
Majesty's  ministers,  or  their  efforts  for 
the  attainment  of  the  great  object,  with  a 
view  to  which  this  adjournment  was  pro- 
posed; nor  from  any  wish  whatever  to 
throw  any  olSslacles  in  their  way  in  the 
prosecution  of  that  great  object :  on  the 
contrary,  if  he  imagined,  or  had  the 
slightest  idea,  that  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
ment would,  in  the  smallest  degree,  inter- 
fere with  them  in  this  respect,  or  withdraw 
their  attention  or  time,  in  the  least,  from 
this  important  object,  he  should  be  the 
first  not  only  to  concur  in,  but  to  urge 
the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  noble 
earl's  motion.  His  reluctance  arose  solely 
from  a  view  of  the  state  of  public  busi- 
ness at  this  moment,  and  also  of  much 
important  private  business.  Many  mat- 
ters, which  ought  this  session  to  meet  with 
the  serious  attention  of  their  lordships, 
would  now  be  postponed  to  a  very  late 
period,  if  they  could  at  all  be  brought 
under  consideration.  There  was  no  dis- 
position on  that  side  (opposition  side)  of 
the  House  to  give  any  interruption  to  mi- 
nisters, in  regard  to  any  negociadons  that 
might  be  going  on;  and  no  such  inter- 
ruption would  be  giyem  Feeling  no  dis- 
p€«ition  on  his  own  part,  then,  to  give  any 
interruption  to  ministers  in  the  object 
which  at  this  time  must  particularly  ca- 
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gage  their  aUentioii,  be  cookl  not  help 
regretting,  that  they  had  thoaght  it  ne- 
cessary to  come  down  to  the  Hooae  with 
a  message  of  this  nature,  considering  the 
late  period  to  which  the  hiuiness  of  the 
session  had  been  already  postponed,  and 
when  so  much  important  business  re- 
mained lo  be  disposed  of ;  for  be  did  not 
bold  it  as  a  doctrine,  that;  because  one 
great  and  important  branch-  of  public  bu« 
siness  could  not  be  proceeded  with,  par- 
liament was  therefore  to  adjourn,  and  sus- 
pend the  prosecution  of  all  other  business 
which  might  come  before  iu  He  saw  no 
reason  why  the  domestic  business  should 
stand  still  altogether,  merely  because  any 
proceeding,  with  a  view  to  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, was  for  the  present  interrupted. 
Their  lordships  were,  no  doubt,  aware, 
that  a  great  quantity  of  private  and  other 
business  stood  for  discussion,  which  par- 
liament was  pledged  to  take  into  its  most 
serious  consideration  this  session.  He  al- 
lud^ed  particularly  to  one  most  importsTnt 
branch  of  business,  which  was  almost 
entirely  of  a  domestic  nature.  He  meant 
the  refiew  and  regulation  of  the  Com 
Laws— a  business,  iu  order  to  be  properly 
executed/  requiring  as  much  time,  as 
mnch  information,  as  much  care,  attention, 
and  circomspection,  as  almost  any  subject 
that  could  oceupy  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment. Why,  then,  might  not  this  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  meantime ;  there  being 
aiClear  understanding,  that  ministers  were 
not  to  be  interfered  with  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  negocialion,  or  in  any  matters 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  our 
afiairs  on  the  continent  ? 
-  There  was  another  most  important  sub- 
ject which  might  easily  be  proceeded 
wHhj— 'be  meant,  the   bearing  of  appeal 
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causes  ;  a  subject  of  so  much  interest, 
that  their  lordships  thought  it  requisite  to 
alter  the  whole  scheme  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  in  order  to,  give  it  additional  faci- 
lities. This  their  lordships  would  oerer 
haTO  consented  to,  had  it  not  been  their 
resolution,  really  to  proceed  with  prompti- 
tude and  dispatch  in  the  hearing  of  these 
causes. — ^These  considerations,  he  should 
have  thought,  ought  to  have  deterred  the 
Prince  Regent's  ministers  from  coming  to 
the  House  with  such  a  recommendation  as 
this,  if  it  eould  possibly  have  been  dis- 
pensed with.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
aware  that  the  opinion  of  an  individual 
co^d  not  h%ve  sufficient  influence  with 
the  House  to  prevent  its  concurring  in  this 
Motion,  .recommended  as  it  was,   even 


though  that  individual  were  decidedly  to 
object  to  the  motion*  He  did  not,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  mean  to  ur^e  his  re- 
luctance in  acceding  to  the  motion  so  far 
as  to  give  it  a  decided  opposition,  but  he 
could  not  help  stating  the  grounds  of  that 
reluctance  in  agreeing  to  it,  which,  on 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances,  he 
acknowledged  that  he  felt  |o  agree  to  this 
adjournment  His  object,  be  again  stated, 
in  pressing  the  importance  of  parliament 
going  on  with  such  business  as  might  be , 
conveniently  proceeded  with,  was  not  to 
embarrass  ministers  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  great  object  in  which  they  were  en* 
gaged  at  this  moment.  He  was  fully 
aware  of  the  vast  importance  of  that  ob- 
ject, to  which  the  House  would  have  a 
future  opportunity  of  giving  such  attention 
as  its  magnitude  deserved;  and,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  he  thought  it  right  to 
state,  that  the  subject  to  which  be  alluded 
ought  to  meet,  not  only  with  a  deep  and 
careful,  but  also  a  most  dispassionate  at- 
tention. Having  thus  stated  the  view 
which  he  had  of  the  present  tnotion  of  ad« 
journment,  and  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  attempt  throwing  any  further  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  the  motion  ;  being  of 
opinion,  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty 
in  calling  their  lordships'  attention  to  the 
sacrifices  which  thcfy  were  making,  in 
giving  their  concurrence. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  did  not  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  say  any  more  than  a  very 
few  words,  with  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  marquis.  Ha 
agreed  with  him,  that,  notwithstandin§f 
such  a  mode  of  adjournment,  a  motion  to 
that  effect  coming  recommended  by  Mes- 
sage, any  peer  might,  undoubtedly,  oppose 
the  motion,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so» 
But  the  respect  which  was  generally- 
shewn  to  such  a  Message,  ui^er  such 
circumstances,  made  it  rather  an  unusual 
proceeding  to  oppose  a  motion  of  adjourn* 
ment  founded  upon  such  a  recommenda-  * 
tion,  and  under  such  circumstances  as  were 
at  present  known  to  exisL  Then,  as  to 
the  question  of  the  expediency  of  such  an 
adjournment,  the  noble  marquis  had  said, 
that  the  ministers  would  not  be  embarrassed 
nor  interfered  with,  even  although  parlia- 
ment should  continue  sitting.  Yet  ha 
(lord  Liverpool)  must  observe,  that  this 
was  an  argument  which  might  apply  to 
every  adjournment,  under  any  circum* 
stances.  But  the  real  question  was,  whe- 
ther, upon  the  whole,  it  was  advisable  that 
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tRts  motioti  ^oulfT  be  accede  M  by  tbeii^ 
Idrdstiips,  on  a  trew  of  all  the  dretHb- 
stances  with  w'hich  \\  was  connected-;  w, 
in  other  words*  whether  upon  the  wheto>  th<e 
advantages  which  nfiight  be  denred  fh»ni 
such  an  adjournment,  considered  wifh 
reference  to  time  and  circumstanees,  were 
tnch  as  might  be  fairly  considered  as 
cbnnterbalanc^g  any  inconvenience  flrat 
might  be  supposed  to  resoh  fronr  suct^  an 
adjoamment.  With  respect  to  its  being 
desirable  that  the  itonse  shoold  adjourn, 
he  cotifd  only  throw  himself  on  the 
indulgence  of  their  lordships.  To  enter 
into  any  explanation  at  this  moment 
would  be  obviously  improper;  no  such 
e^lanations  coald,  therefore,  be  reason- 
srbty  expected  to  be  given.  Certainly, 
llotrever,  before  the  Prince  Regent's  mi** 
nisters  thought  it  right  to  adyine  his  Royal* 
Highness  to  send  thjs  recoromendatton  to 
their  lordships,  they  had  taken  into  consi* 
deration  the  possible  or  probable  incon- 
▼eniencies  that  might  result  from  the 
acydurnment  now  proposed.  The  result 
o'f  their  deliberations  and  inquiries  on  this 
p(nnt  had  been,  to  convince  them,  that  no 
very  material  inconvenience  was  Ifkely  to 
arise  ft'om  the  proposed  measure  of  ad- 
journment (0  any  important  interests 
whatever :  that  was,  that  no  inconvenience 
was  at  all  likely  to  arise  fh>m  it,  which 
could  eqfual  the  inconvenience  that  might 
result  from  parliament's  continoing  sittings 
This  was  all  that  be  conceiyed  it'  proper  at 
jjrre^ent  to  say  on  the  subject. 

The  Earl  of  Dartkiey  asked;  how  was  it 
possible  to  say  that  no  material  inconve* 
Qience  could  result  from  this  adjournment^ 
ilvheo  it  was  notorious  that  there  was  thatch 
an  anrear  of  causes  in  that  House ;  causes 
which  ought  to  be  proceeded  in  without  a 
moihenC's  unneoessary  delay  }  How  was  it 

Jcissible  to  say,  that  no  material  ibconve* 
ience  wouM  arise,  when  the  regulation  of 
the  corn  laws  formed  an  object  of  so  nrach 
importanee,  and*  one  which  dkmandtd 
protopt  attention  ?'  Parliament  had  already 
adjourned  far  beyond  the  usual  period  of 
adjournment,  and  now  it  was  caNed  upon 
to  adjourn  again.  Me  did  not  mean,  how- 
ever, to  set"  his  own  individual  opinion 
Against  what  appeared  to  be  the  general 
^  sense  of  the  Hou.^e :  he  should  not,  there^ 
tote,  opposf:  the  motion :  he  wa^  as  anxious 
as  any  of  their  lordships  that  ministers 
should  not  be  interfered  with  in  the  great 
object  about  which  they  were  at  present 
particularly  employed:  but  he  thought 
Ihey  might  have  taken  the  pledge  that 


they  should  not^  be  interfered  TnHh,  ev»a 
though  the  Housa  were  to  cMrtlnue  sittia|^. 
Theugh  be  did  n#C  decidedly  oppose  the 
nAMioD,  be  cenld  not  help  ibitdcmg  that 
mieistera  would  harve  acted  a  wise?  part  if 
they  bed  net  pressed  this  motioo-  of  ad** 
joernment.  The  heating  of  the  appealt 
would  be  interrupted  ;  and  a  press  of  bu- 
siness would  contie  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  so  as  to  render  it  imposaible  that  it 
should  meet  with  the  proper  and  requinte 
attention. 

The  Iiord  Ckf^neettor  had  merely  a  few 
words  to  say  with  respect  to  the  appeal 
causes.  On  the  best  judgment  ihi(t  he 
could  form,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  tbe 
adjournment  need  be  attended  with  little 
or  no  ineonvenlenoe  in  regard  to  tbe  hear- 
ing of  appeal  causes,  provided  their  lord- 
ships thought  proper  to  prevent  it^  If  he 
did  not  sit  there,  he  must  of  course  sit  in 
the  court  of  Chancery  during  the  three 
weeks  to  which  the  adjournment  extended^ 
If  then,  as  much  of  bis  time  was.  taken* 
frt>m  the  court  of  Chancery,  and  devoted 
to  the  hearing  of  appeals,  on  the  meeting 
of  parliament  afier  theadjoornment,  as  the 
court  of  Chancery  now  gained  of  that  time 
by  the  proposed  measurei  he  did  not  tee 
that  mueh  ineonvemence  was  likely  te* 
arise  kota  that  adjournment,  with  respecf 
t9  tbe  hearing  of  the  appeai  causes*  ' 

The  Barl  of  Dirfy  said,  the  adjournment 
must,  if  it  took  place  at  all^  be,  in  reality, 
I  protracted  till  the  middle  of  April.  Afr 
I  tbe  dose  of  the  adjournment  now  proposed* 
j  Would  come  Passion  week,  and  then  Easter; 
so  that  this  adjournment,  though  nomin«l}y> 
only  for  three  weeks,  was,  in  fact,  an  tm^ 
journment  for  six  weeks.  He  had  dis- 
charged his  duty  in  stating  this.  The 
ministers  might  have  given  credit  to  the 
pledge  of  his  noble  friend,  that  they* 
would  not  be  interrupted  or  interfered  with 
by  the  sitting  of  parliament,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  important  subject  which  nowi 
engaged  their  particular  attention*  About 
the  negociation  it  might  be  improper  at 
present  to  say  any  thing  farther  than  thie 
— he  wished,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
(hat  ministers  mighv  be  able  to  bring  thai 
negociation  to  the  desirable  termination— 
that  they  might  be  able  to  bring  aboet  a 
peace  founded  on  a- solid  bashi,"— a  peace 
likely  to  be  lasting,  and  one  which  would 
be  safe  and  honourable  for  all  paptiea« 
No  impediment  would  be  thrown  by  him  in 
the  way  of  ministers  in  the  conduct  of  thia 
negociation — none  would  have  been  thrown 
in  their  way  by  hioh  though  parliaoieBl 
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htd  ttOiHMiufld  ailtiiif.  Aftunr^ofptnto. 
niiy  wottM  ««cur  ht  %kn  Ml  rnvMiigi^ 
tiMi  aad-  dMCiMiDD.of  lb» MidlMt  of  au>- 
niit«iB  in  ibia  reapeel;  and  h«  ahtnid  Im. 
ai«at  kafipy  to  find  ilMHiilMur  candnctl  luid 
bmarach  M  ha  caokd  coDaciemiaQily  ap- 
prove and  appAaad. 

The  Duke  al  NoKfitlh  ndd«  it  wat  vntj 
potnUe,  t^  after  tiie  daaa  of  tha  prami 
adfyaununaot  aaadber  Bugbi  ba  proposed. 
No  preciaa  jorignaab  cookl  Wal  praaaot 
fornad>  e?aii  by  ibe  MiaiiiarallieaMaliiaay 
wbellur  »  fartliec.adjaiinuMnl  migiil.  or 
OMgla  not  ba  tbaoght!  aaeoMavy.  But  uo^ 
Ian  tkmy  ihaaght  it  probaUa  tbaft  paring 
mtm  aoaU  really  proeaod  to  baainaas  at 
the  oloM  of  ibe-adjonrnaoeat  naw  navad^ 
ii  aras  daiirabk  Ibak  ibey  tbauld  give 
sane  naiice  to  tbe  aganu  who  were  con* 
ceraad  io  appeal  cauaei.  Many^of  Ibeaa- 
bad»  to  bis  koowMga,  ooma  to  town  i^ 
ready  in  tbe  fioU  eapectotiop.  tbat  parltah 
nent  Was^aow  to  have  proceeded  to  biiM- 
neia.  In  some  wiay  or  other,  iMtice-  ought 
be  giren  them  before  tbe  end.  of  the 
present  period  of  adjoonNnanly  thai  an* 
oibar  a4ioamnient  was  in  oootoa^>latian> 
in  case  another  ihoald  be  tbongbt  ad- 
Yiaeble^ 

Tbe  Bad  af  XivaipaDl  said,  be  ooaUk  of 
coarse  give  no  pasittre  pledge  naw  an.  tbaa 
subject.  It  must  in  some  measure  depend 
on  oircttrastaaaeib  Bat  ha  eoald'  say,  at 
prssent  it  was  intonded,  that  parliament 
should  proceed  to  basinets  at  tbe  olosa  of 
tbe  present  ad|ioa«nmeilt.  As  to  tbe  in- 
conrenianca  stoted^  by  a»  noble  lard  an  the 
other  side  (Derby),  from  Passion  weak 
and  Bwer  oomine  claaa  npoa  tha  period 
of  the  proposed  adJ^oarament^  tbanctrcaai^ 
stance  bad  bean  coDsideredi;  and  it  was; 
expected  that  mattersoowld  be  soarrangad, 
tbat  die  inconf  enienoe  would  not  be  Tory 
matariai. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried ; 
and  the  Lord  Gbancellor  accordingly  de- 
dared  tbat  Iba  House  was  adjourned  tifl^ 
Monday  tbe  dist  of  March  instant. 
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la  oonseqoence  of  tha  great  accumuhi* 
tioti  of  private  basinest»  an  aaprecedented' 
OTMtber  of  private  Bills  were  brought  in, 
and  read  a  tot  time. 

Sfa  WiLUAM  GAaaow.J  Mr*  Lushing* 
tan  baring  mored^  that  tha  Speaker  should 
ittaa  bit  warrant  to;  tbeclefffc  of  tba  crown 


torasaka  oat  %aafa  writ  far  tha  election  o£ 
ibbaiKessfer  tbe  borough  of  Bye,  in  tha. 
roanir  of  sir  William  Garrow,  who„  sinca. 
hb  alactiao,  bad  accepted  the  office  o£ 
Chief  instiea  of  Chaster ; 

Sir  Sammd  Rmiify  obseKw4r  tbat  tha, 
appointoNOM  which  bad  occasioned  the^ 
neeessiiy  fisr  the  motion  just,  made  by  tb« 
boSi  gentleman  appeared  to  bim.  to  be  so* 
ohjactionable  Ia  its  nature,  tbat  ha  should 
not  eonaider  himself  as  baring  properly 
disabarffed  bin  pailianaentory  diuy,  unlesi 
ha  aalled  tbe  aitenliea  of  tbe  Houso 
for  a>  fiiw  maatenti  to  tbe  sul:jact.  It  was. 
Bat  fats  intentiaa  to  make  any  motion  ra-' 
spactiog  it;  be  had  not  beard  that  sack 
was  the  intention  af  any  other  boo*  mem* 
I  ber«  Tha  present^  therefore,  was  tbe  only* 
opportunity  wluob  he  could  ever  have,  tai 
nsaha  the  abaenratiaas  tbat  seemed  to  bioa 
to  be  so  naceasary.  He  aadivstaad  tint 
hia  Majesly'a  Attorney  GenersI*.  who  bad 
raaently  accepted  the  high  jadkial  aSaa 
daseiibed  in  tha  baUh.  gaailamanV' motiao, 
had  noi  resifgoed  the  office'  of  Attorneys 
General  and  did  not.  tnea»  to  resign  it ;, 
bal  that  it  was  his  inAemian  to  hoM  th« 
two  offices.togetber.  To>  biaii  (pw  &  B,), 
it  appearad  tbat  tba  two  offices  worn 
wbolly  incoaspoliblek-  To  appoint  a.gaaK 
Uaman.  holding  a  loaratire  office  at  the 
sale  pleBsnv«  o£  tbe  crown  (and  removable 
from  tbah  office  tbe  rary  atoment'  tbat  be* 
Biigbt  give  dtssatis&otioA  to  tbe  crown)  to 
a  Ittgh  jadicial  8itnaiian>  was  in*  hia  oni« 
niao  eairamely  inoonsistent  wilb^tbat  hk 
dapendanee  of  thejpdi^al  character  which 
!  it  was  so  importent  to*  presepfg  inrSolato*. 
It  cottkl  mat  be  oat  of  the  knowledge  or 
tha  reaolleotion  of  mostoC  tbe  bonourabla 

Kpsona  wIkt  heard  binv  tbat  early  i»  hia 
sjerty's  reion,  and  oa  a  rery  memora** 
ble  occasion,  bis  Majesty  waa  pleased  to 
state,  to  padiament,.  that  it  appearad  to 
bim  that  the  independence- of  the.  Jndgea 
was  essential  to  tbie  impartial  administra* 
tiao  of  justice,  to  tbe  preservation  of  tbe 
liberty  of  the  snbjcct,  and  to  the  main- 
tenanea  of  tbe  hononr  o£  tbe  crown.  Ha 
could  not  think  that,  these  sacred  consider 
rations  were  attended  to  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  gentleman  to  a  high  judicial 
affic^  who,  as  he  bad  before  observed, 
held  at  the  same  time  another  office,  rery 
Ineratire  iiviu  nature,  and  from  which  ha 
waa  semorable  at  the  pleasure  of  ^  the 
crown  at  any  asomantat  wbicb  the  croam 
might  think-  bt  so  to  remove  him*  Ba* 
sides,  k  was  eridmt  that  to  place  as  m 
jndge  over  the  solvact  an  Auomey  Gana* 
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ral,  whose  duty  it  was  to  assert  and  mahi* 
tain  the  rights  of  the  crown  against  the 
sobject,  was  not  the  way  to  insure  the 
eqnal  administration  of  jostice.  He  trusted, 
that  in  making  these  observations,  he 
shopld  not  be  understood  as  intending 
any  thing  personal  or  any  thinj^  disre-^ 
spectful  to  the  learned  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion, who  had  merely  done  as  others  had 
*done  before  him.  An  individual  who. 
stood  in  the  high  situation  of  his  Majesty's 
Attorney  General,  bad  a  right  to  expect, 
and  had  a  right  that  the  public  should 
expect  for  him,  that  when  any  high  iudi* 
cial  situation  became  vacant*  he  should  be 
vested  with  the  judicial  functions.  But 
then  he  ought  no  longer  to  retain  his  of* 
fice  of  Attorney  General.  He  knew  that 
there  was  a  particular  Attorney  General 
for  Chester  as  well  as  an  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  the  King ;  and  that  in  many,  per- 
haps in  most,  cases,  prosecutions  might 
be  conducted  in  the  court  of  Chester  by 
the  former,  without  any  previous  interfe- 
rence by  the  latter.  But  this  was  not 
always  the  case.  For  instance,  the  recent 
criminal  prosecutions  for  riot  in  tliat  part 
of  the  country  were  directed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney  General,  who  assisted  at 
the  consultations  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain 
the  best  mode  of  quelling  the  disturbances. 
Should  such  occurrences  again  take  place 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  persons 
would  be  tried  by  an  individual  who  had 
advised  and  directed  their  prosecution ! 
It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  these  two 
offices  had  at  former  periods  been  held  by 
the  same  individual.  Lord  Ken  von,  lora 
Alvanley,  and  other  persons  whose  me- 
mory he  highly  respected,  had  so  held 
them.  Bat  to  him  did  the  appointment 
seem  so  inconsistent  with  pure  notions  of 
the  independence  of  the  judicial  character, 
which  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  be 
aflected  either  by  the  hope  of  royal  fa^ 
vour  or  by  the  fear  of  royal  resentment, 
that  no  example,  even  had  sir  Matthew 
Hale,  or  lord  Somera  himself,  afibrded  it, 
could  in  his  opinion  sanction  such  a  mea- 
sure. It  was  a  great  misfortune,  that  the 
instances  to  which  he  bad  just  alluded,  in 
which  the  two  offices  were  held  by  one 
individual,  had  been  allowed  to  pass 
without  comment.  Impossible  as  it  was 
to  justify  the  appointment,  it  was  essen- 
tial that  such  silence  should  not  affain  be 
observed,  and  particularly  in  that  House ; 
•ae  of  the  peculiar  duties  of  which  was, 
vigilantly  to  watch  oyer  the  impartial  ad- 
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ministration  of  justice.  What  would  be 
said  by  the  country,  if  one  of  the  twelve 
judges  was  to  accept  an  office  inconsistent 
with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  judicial 
functions,  and  firom  which'he  was  remov- 
able at  his  Majesty's  pleasure  ?  What 
then  could  be  said  of  an  individual  who 
held  the  two  incompatible  offices  of  Judge 
and  Attorney  General ;  the  emoluments 
of  the  latter  office  being  four  or  five 
times  greater  than  those  of  the  former, 
and  from  which  latter  office  he  was  re- 
movable at  the  pleasure  of  the  crown  ? 
Could  such  a  person  be  conaidered  as  an 
independent  judge  ?  The  House  must  be 
aware,  that  the  office  of  chief  justice  of 
Chester  was  a  very  high  one,  being  next- 
in  importance  to  those  of  the  twelve 
judges ;  the  chief  justice  of  Chester  hav- 
ing always  to  try  an  extraordinary  num- 
ber both  of  criminal  and  of  civil  cases. 
He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  throw  out 
these  observations ;  but  be  repeated,  that, 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  make  any  mo-, 
tion  on  the  subject.     , 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ponsonby,  a  new  > 
writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the 
county  of  Kildare,  in  the  room  of  lord 
Henry  Fitsgerald,  who  had  accepted  the 
office  of  steward  of  East  Hendred. 

The  PaiNCB  Regent  desiebs  the  House  • 
TO  Adjourn.]     On  the  motion   of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Com- . 
mittee  of  Supply  was  postponed  from  to* 
morrow    until  Wednesday  the  2Sd    in- 
stant. 

On  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
making  a  similar  motion  with  respect  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 

Mr.  Tienuy  expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  had  abstained 
from  assigning  any  reasons  for  these  pro- 
positions. 

The  Chaneelhr  tf  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  reason  which  induced  him  to  wish  for 
the  postponement  of  the  committees  was, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  existing  state 
of  public  affairs,  be  had  a  communication 
to  make  to  the  House  from  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  which  communi- 
cation he  would  then  make;  namely, 
"  That,  it  being  the  pleasure  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  that 
the  parliament  should  be  adjourned  until 
Monday  the  21st  day  of  this  instant  March, 
his  Royal  Hiffhness  desires  that  this  House, 
will  adjourn  itself  until  Monday  the  2l8t 
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day  of  this  iottant  March/'  In  oonsonance 
to  ibis  intimatioQ,  be  would  mo?e,  thai 
at  Its  rising  the  House  shoold  adjoorn 
to  Monday  the  2l8t  instant. 

Mr.  fVhiibread  obseryed,  that  although 
every  one  had  anticipated  the  communi- 
cation which  had  just  been  announced  by 
the  right  bon.  gentleman,  yet  it  was  cer- 
tainly surprising  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tIemaQ  had  not  preferred  making  the  com- 
munication the  preliminary  step  to  the 
postponement  of  the  committees,  mstead  of 
makmg  the  postponement  of  the  commit- 
tees the  preliminary  step  to  the  commu- 
nication. If  he  were  not  aware,  that  such 
was  the  usual  style  of  a  communication  of 
that  nature— namely,  that  it  was  his  Ma- 
jesty's '  pleasure'  the  House  should  ad- 
journ, he  confessed  that  he  should  think  it 
rather  an  ungracious  mode  of  expression. 
It  was  certainly,  howeyer,  iustifiea  by  the 
precedents  on  the  Journals.  He  did  not 
rise  by  any  means  to  oppose  the  adjourn- 
ment; to  which,  on  the  contrary,  he 
should  assent  with  the  same  readiness  as 
he  did  to  the  last  proposition  of  that  na- 
toi^  Nor  would  he  express  either  disap- 
pointment, or  hope,  or  fear,  with  respect 
to  the  events  that  had  taken  place  since 
their  last  meeting,  or  that  might  be  ta&ing 
place  at  that  moment.  It  was  his  wish 
cautiously  to  abstain  from  any  observa- 
tions on  the  subject;  reserving. himself 
until  the  period  when  that  information 
should  beaffi>rded,  towhichhe,  the  House, 
and  the  country,  looked  with  confident 
expectation.  But  although  he  had  no  he. 
sitation  in  voting  for  an  adjournment,  and 
for  an  acquiescence  in  the  pleasure  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  yet  he 
owned  that  he  entertained  some  apprehen- 
sions lest  the  present  proceedings  should 
be  drawn  into  a  pernicious  precedent.  He 
was  not  without  his  fears,  that  when  the 
circomstances  of  the  times  should  not  be 
well  recollected,  posterity  might  accuse 
those  who  consented  to  the  present  propo- 
sition, of  an  abandonment  of  their  duty  to 
their  constituents.— He  was  aware,  that  in 
1799  an  adjournment  of  a  much  longer  da- 
ration  even  than  that,  the  termination  of 
which  had  this  day  assembled  the  House, 
bad  been  proposed,  and  without  difficulty 
acceded  to ;  but  that  was  at  a  period  of 
jihe  session  at  which  the  public  business 
did  not  press  so  heavily  as  it  had  pressed 
during  the  late  recess,  and  would  neces- 
sarily press  during  that  which  was  about 
to  take  place.  Therefore,  although  he  did 
not  regret  having  voted  for  the  last  ad* 


janrnment^-althongh  he  did  not  repent 
having  placed  the  confidence  which  he  on 
that  occasion  plac^  in  his  Majesty's  go^ 
vemment— although  he  was  not  dispbsed 
to  cavil  at  the  adjournment  now  proposed, 
yet  he  did  wish  Jto  guard  the  proceeding 
from  being  converted  into  a  dangerous 
precedent.  He  wished  to  have  some  re* 
cord  on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  of  the 
grounds  on  which  parliament  had  been  in- 
duced to  take^uch  a  step.  In  the  words 
which  he  had  committed  to  paper  for  this 
purpose,  he  hoped  he  had  so  entirely  ab« 
stained  firom  expressmg  an  opinion,  or  any 
thing  like  an  opinion,  or  an  anticipation, 
with  respect  to  public  afiairs,  that  he 
really  entertained  a. confident  expectation 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
would  not  object  to  their  adoption.  He 
would,  therefore,  move  as  an  Amendment 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
'  that,'  for  tho  purpose  of  inserting  the 
following  :-— 

**  An  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Pjrinoe  Regent,  to 
express  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  gratefbl 
acknowledgments  of  this  House  for  the 
communication  which  his  Royal  Highnesa 
has  been  pleased  to  send  to  this  House,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Ma« 
jesty. 

**  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
notwithstanding  the  recent  adjournknent  of 
this  House,  at  a  season  when  so  many 
matters  of  the  gravest  importance  pressed 
the^mselves  upon  its  consideration,  and  for 
a  period  of  very  unusual  length,  this 
House  will  cheerfully  comply  with  the 
pleasure  of  his  Royal  Highness,  signified 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
adjourn  itself  to  the  21st  day  of  March  in- 
stant; trusting  that  the  unexampled  state 
of  public  affairs  upon  the  continent  of  Ed- 
rope  will  afford  a  justification  of  their  con- 
duct to  their  constituents  and  to  posterity, 
prevent  its  being  drawn  into  pernicious 
precedent,  and  preclude  the  possibility  of 
its  being  attributed  to  inattention  to* the 
great  concerns  which  call  for  the  increas- 
ed vigilance  and  activity  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  any  dereliction  of  its  sacred 
duties." 

The  Chancdbr  qfthe  Exchequer^  in  reply, 
defended,  on  the  ground  of  precedents,  the 
propriety  of  his  having  moved  for  the 
postponement  of  the  committees  before  ha 
made  the  communication  to  the  House 
from  the  Prince  Regent;  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  spoke  in  a  tone  of  voice 
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minck  mm  ftttiaies  so  nmr\f  imniikit, 
ibat  we  were  oiterly  onable  to  follow  bioi^ 
•Ithovgh  be  aeemed  lo  be  arguing  ihat 
tbe  oommiiiiicatioti  mutt,  «f  n^oeuiij,  he 
Ihe  lait  step;  as  respect  to  the  crown 
woald  of  cooree  indace-the  Heuie,  without 
«nteHng  into  any  further  bustneMi  to  ad- 
janm  immediately  on  the  intimation  of  tbe 
vayal  pleasure.  He  ptaceeded  to  say,  that 
Im  could  by  no  means  consent  to  the 
•mendment  proposed  ^y  ^  bon.  sentle- 
«Mn.  The  House- would  obsenre,  uat  by 
■Ihe  present  mode  of  proceeding  tbe  sas- 
pension  of  the  functions  of  parliament  was 
nft  HI  the  bsods  of  parlianeot  itaelf.  If» 
bowofer,  by  adopting  socb  a  proposition 
as  that  made  by  tbe  horn,  flentlemany  any 
jaalousy  were«Tinced  by  »e  House,  then, 
ttnder  similar  circumstances,  the  crown 
-would  i>e  put  to  the  neoessity  of  preferring 
the  asore  inconvenient  foras  of  proroga- 
ition,  to  that  of  simply  recommending  an 
adjogmaient.  Tbe  present  was  a  proceed- ; 
ing  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  aU  for- 
nar  periods.  In  'very  few  iastances  badi 
auoh  a  aeoommendatiea  from  tbe  crown 
(tbe  House  testittf  on  4he  aesponsibiliqr  of 
jninisters)  been  c^en  made  the  subfect  of 
dktbaie.  In  one  ease,  daring  theiast  mnr, 
ihe  question  Hi  adjovrsoient  m  similar 
circuflsstanoes  bad  onoaestionably  been 
brought  to  a  diTiston— but  what  werethe 
mmbafs  ?  On  tbe  one  aide  tbe  tellen,  on 
tbe  other  the  whole  body  «f  tbe  Hoose ! 
With  respect  to  tbe  last  «ubject  alkided.to 
by  the  bon.  geotloman,  iie  would  only  say,, 
that  wben  the  proper  time  should  arrive, 
bis  Majesty's  go<resnmant  would  be  ready 
•to  give  every  eaplanatioB  thatt  migbt  be 
necessary  to  aluoidata  the  discossion 
which  the  bon.  gentleman  anticipated. 

Lord  Archibald  HamUm,  whan  be  con* 
aidered  the  advanced  period  -of  tbe  aemion, 
-and  the  length  of  the  adjoomment  whioh 
had  already  taken  place,  folt  liimself  com* 
polled  to  resist  the  motion  of  the  rifht 
Ml.  gentleman,  lie  would  ask  tbe  Hooie, 
whether,  if  they  ooold  have  foreseen, 
when  they  agreed  to  tbe  latevdjoomment, 
that  at  the  end  of  two  months  a  sti H  4ar* 
ther  delay  would  be  -asked,  tbay  woald 
Jiave  consented  so  readily  as  they  then  did  ? 
He  wished  to  throw  no  embarrassment  in 
the  vray  of  bis  Majesty^  iminislers^  but 
he  really  could  not  sea  in  wtfiat  way  tbe 
«tting  of  tbe  Hoose  would  ^oibamws 
them.  Tbe  quantity  of  papers  eKfarbitad 
that  day  in  the  House  was  a  strong  Tsason 
fiir  opposing  the  ac^oormnenu 

VLu  Aniofi^y  said,  ^at  410  fluut  ooold 
t 


feel  more  forcibly  than  himself  the  incon* 
venienoe  to  the  public  with  whioh  an  ad- 
joomment would  at  present  be  attended ; 
but  every  man  must  also  feel  the  very  imp 
portant  and  delicate  siuation  of  affairs  at 
this  crisis;  and  when  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters,  on  their  responsibility,  came  for- 
ward lo  the  House  and  asked  an  adjoiM-n- 
ment  lor  three  weeks,  he  felt  himself  an»> 
able  to  resist  the  application.  He  ^}oald 
not  conjecture  what  the  afiairs  were  which 
rendered  such  a  measure  necessary  ;  but 
when  the  time  arrived,  at  which  a  dis- 
closure should  be  made  to  tbe  House,  he 
would  then  be  prepared  to  onter  on  the 
consideration  of  them.  He  should  feel  a 
difficulty,  if  his  hon.  friend  pressed  bis 
amendment,  of  supporting  it ;  for -he  know 
no  instance  in  which  the  House,  when  it 
agreed  to  any  measure  like  the  present  on 
the  reconuncodation  of  tbe  crown,  had  en- 
ttored  a  reason  for  that  compliance  on  their 
Journals ;  as  the  Hoose  had  always  consi- 
dered tbe  recoHunendation  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  litsoaaplianca.  To  act  other- 
wise, would  be  to  hring  on  a  prematare 
discussion  of  that  which  tt  was  the  object 
of  tlie  measure  to  avoid  bringing  under 
discussion*  Ha  would  therefore  confide 
entirely,  in  this  tnttaace,  to  ministers,  on 
that  oanstitutional  responsibility  which 
attached -to 'tbehraitoations,  and  which  at 
no  time  could  they  be  more  imperiously 
oalled  on  to  exorcise. 

The  motion  for  adjammmnnt  was  then 
put  and  agreed  to. 


HOUSB  OF   LORDS. 

Mrnidojf^  March  2\. 

After  going  through  the  private  and 
judicial  business,  about  five  o'clock,,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  put  the  question  of  ad- 
journment; wben 

Tbe  Duke  cii NoffiAk  observed  upon  the 
propcioty  of  a.genaral  understanding  pre- 
vaiUng,  as  to  the  particular  hour  at  whioh 
public  business,  or  private  busineaB  likely 
to  excite  .public 'attention,  should  in  future 
commence*  It  was  oi  groat  importance 
that  sooM  (regulation  of  the  kind  ahoakl 
fosthwith  take  plaoa. 

The  lEarl  «f  ijvsipootaaid,  it  was  always 
anderstoodtbat.fkeo^'clack  was  the  most 
goneffolly  t»n«enient  hour  for  ettteving 
npon  the  public  business  bofoee  €lurist« 
aias.;  npon  gnaonds  of  portiealar  oonve* 
ttioBce,  it  was  agreed  ibat  half  afiior  fear 
oboyld  *be  4bo  time ;  but,  as  it  -did  not 
that  jmf  pasticular'tiflM  wosjMxmofih 
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wkhed  ioT,  astooM  gciiarally  -uoderttood 
boar,  be  tboogbt  it  would  be  the  more 
advisable  to  fix  it  for  tbe  usual  time  oi  five 
o'clock* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

Monday^  March  21. 

Financial  E&timatbs.]  Mr.  ArbtUhnot 
presented  several  Fiuancial  Estunates ;  on 
wbicb 

Mr.  Wkiibreud  observed,  that  although, 
in  the  present  state  of  afiairs,  it  was  by  no 
means  his  wish  to  provoke  any  discussion, 
yet  it  were  to  be  wished  that  ministers 
would  givesome  information  to  the  House 
of  their  intentions  respecting  the  supplies. 
At  all  events,  he  trusted  that  nothiuc  con- 
clusive on  this  subject  would  be  adopted 
before  the  Easter  recesp. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  that 
DOlhing  of  the  kind  was  iniended ;  but  it 
must  be  obvious  to  the  House,  that  sup- 
plies were  necessary  to  be  taken  for  tbe 
public  service  ;  and  all  he  should  propose 
would  be,  to  take  such  sums  as  were  expe- 
dient for  the  diff  rent  branches,  whenever 
they  might  be  wanted. 

Mr.  Wkubread  then  expressed  his  desire 
to  know,  whether  it  was  true,  that  consi- 
derable sums  of  money  had  been  trans- 
mitted during  the  recess  to  foreign  powers 
our  allies*  without  any  communication 
having  b^n  made  to  parliament  on  tbe 
subject,  or  even  withput  any  fund  being 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  ? 
«  Tyie  Chancellor  qf. the  Exchequer^xnrtpXy^ 
said,  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  that  various  suras  had  been  voted 
for  the  purposes  in  question :  of  these, 
there  had  certainly  been  a  considerable 
portion  remitted.  But  he  could  not  take 
upon  himself  to  say  that  any  sum  had  been 
sent  beyond  what  was  authorised  by  par« 
lianent. 

Mr.  Whiihread  repeated  hit  question, 
and  received  a  similar  answer. 

Motion  rbspectino  an  Amnesty  to 
Subjects  op  France.]  Lord  OmiUum 
then  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  a  subject  that  appeared 
to  him  of  the  utmost  importance.  At  a 
time  when  it  was  known  that  the  word 
*. peace'  was  so  unpleasing  to  many  ears, 
be  thought  that  if  we  were  now  to  con* 
clqde  a  peace  with  France,  care  should  be 
taken  that  the  country  should  not  be  re* 
proached  with  having  deserted  those  in- 
terests which  were  entitled  to  protection. 
^  (  VOL.  XXVli.  ) 


,  la  a  former  period  of  our  hislory,  it  had 
been  considered  a  reproach  to  the  coon- 
try,  that  the  brave  Catalonians  had  been 
deserted  by  us  at  the  time  of  our  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  of  peace  with  France ;  and 
now 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  spoko 
to  order.  If  the  noble  lord  had  either 
risen  to  ask  a  question,  or  to  give  a  notice, 
it  was  irregular  to  introduce  his  notice,  or 
his  question,  with  so  many  observations. 

Hts  lordship  was  proceeding  with  re- 
marks on  the  present  state  of  afiairs;  when 
the  Speaker  informed  him,  that  there  was 
no  question  before  the  House. 

Lord  OssuUtoni2L\d,  it  seemed  to  be  the 
general  feeling  that  a  peace  was  soon  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  know  upon  vihat 
foundation  this  hope  was  built;  but  whe- 
ther or  not  the  expectation  should  be 
realised 

His  lordship  was  again  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  fiathurst ;  but  there  being  a  ge- 
neral cry  that  he  was  about  to  make  a 
motion,  be  was  allowed  to  proceed  with- 
out further'  interruption. — His  lordship 
spoke  at  some  length,  but  in  so  low  a  tone 
of  voice  that  it  waS'  not  possible  to  bear 
him  in  the  gallery.  He  concluded  by 
moving^  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to -his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  praying  that  instructions  may  be 
given  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Chatillon» 
not  to  conclude  any  treaty  of  peace  that 
does  not  contain  an  Amnesty  to. all  per- 
sons subjecu  of  France,  for  any  offences  of 
a  political  nature,  previoiis  to  tbe  signature 
of  peace.*' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  Address  proposed  by  the  nobl^  lord 
en>braeed  a  political  question  of  very- 
great  importance.  He  conceived,  that  his 
lordship  had  gone  beyond  the  usages  of 
the  House  in  bringing  forward  such  a  sub- 
ject without  previous  notice.  He  doubted 
whether  the  gentlemen  on  the  same  side 
with  his  lordship  were  not  as  much  taken 
by  surprise  as  he  was.  He  would  decline 
discussing  a  matter  of  such  moment, 
and  thought,  that  in  al^taining  from  any 
observations  he  should  begt  consult  tbe 
common  feeling  of  the  House  on  tbe  pre- 
sent occasion.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
question  of  tbe  noble  lord,  he  should  sim- 
ply move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put, 
and  carried  without  a  division. 

Marquis  op  Wblunoton.]     On  tbe 
question  of  adjournment  being  put, 
(2) 
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Mr.  Wymm  rose,  attd  aaid,  be  was  qoite 
sttrprked  that  the  day  bad  paiaad  #7er> 
tiriihout  any  gentlemah  en  the  other  «ide 
fiiving  notice  of  a  motion  of  thanks  to  lord 
Wellington  for  his  late  brilli^ini  victory. 
Such  motions  usually  came  from  flsen  in 
office  ;  but  if  they  did  not  think  proper 
lo  give  such  notice*  it  might  then  become 
the  duty  of  some  gentlemen  not  in  office 
to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  Batkwrm  said,  that  it  did  not  follow, 
from  no  notice  of  such  motion  having  been 
given  dn  that  night,  thalt  it  was  not  the  in* 
tention  of  ministers  to  propose  such  a 
motion. 

Mr.  WhUhread  said,  that  this  was,  he 
could  venture  to  say,  the  first  time  the 
House  had  met  a  single  day  after  news  had 
been  received  of  a  great  victory,  without 
voting  iu  thanks  to  the  hero  who  had 
gained  it. 

The  ChemceUar  rf  the  Exchequer  replied^ 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken ;  as 
there  were  several  instances  on  record  of 
meetings  of  that  House  for  more  than  a 
single  day  after  news  of  a  victory,  without 
TOting  thanks  to  the  conqueror.  How- 
ever,  he  would  merely  hint,  that  minis- 
ters had  this  particular  motive  for  delay, 
that  they  had  reason  to  hope  very  shortly 
>o  hear,  from  lord  Wellington,  of  another 
victory,  and  other  events  equally  brilliant. 
•  Mr.  Whuifread,'-^"  You  mean  to  club 
them  both,  then.''  [A  laugh].— Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  22. 
Fraud  on  thb  Stock  Exchange.]  The 
Hw^/CockraneJokMUme  rose,  from  a  sense 
of  what  was  due  to  bis  own  character,  and 
mens  especially  as  a  member  of  that  House, 
to  contradict  certain  statements  which  had 
appeared  in  the  public  prints,  implicating 
him  in  an  imposition  that  had  lately  been 
practised  in  the  money  market.  For  the 
^  present,  he  should  content  himself  with 
solemnly  declaring,  that  those  statemeau 
were  utterly  unfounded ;  and  that  he  had 
BO  hand  in,  and  no  knowledge  of,  the 
fraudulent  transaction  in  question;  It  was 
his  intention,  in  a  few  days,  to  pwblish  a 
sUtement  which  would  be  found  fully  to 
confirm  the  declaration  that  he  now  so- 
lemoly  made  to  the  House. 

Colonial  Otficbs.]  Mr.  Goutktm  rote 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  an  Act  of  the  22d  of  the  King, 
which  went  to  provide  th^t  no  office  io 
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any  of  the  cotbnies  of  the  smtted  Uttg^m 
shmiki  be  e^trusitil  to  any  persod  who 
had  not  resided  for  a  specified  length  of 
time  in  the  settlement.  The  provisions  of 
these  Acts  were  very  important;  yet  it 
bad  onforMmately  bappened,  that  certain 
abuses  had  crept  in,  which  rendered  these 
salutary  provisions  altogether  nugatory. 
One  o#  the  chiof  defects  whi^h  operated 
agaitist  these  AcU  was,  that  the  governors 
and  councils  of  colonies  were  empowers^ 
to  grant  leave  of  abseqce  to  persons,  with- 
out limitation  of  time  or  other  restriction. 
The  object  of  the  Bill  which  he  wished  t» 
introduce  was,  to  remedy  this  and  the^ithev 
defects,  by  which  the  provisions  of  tho 
former  Acts  were  eluded.  It  was  his  in- 
tenUoa  to  propose  certain  restrictions  on 
governors  in  granting  licences  to  persons 
holding  colonial  offices  who  absent^  them* 
selves  from  our  colonial  possessions ;  and 
also  to  limit  the  time  to  which  the  leave 
which  could  be  granted  by  such  lichees 
should  extend*  He  also  intended  that  it 
should  be  enacted,  that  annnal  lists  should 
be  laid  upon  the  table  6f  the  House,  con- 
taining the  names  of  those  officers  of  colo- 
nies who  were  absent  from  the  estt^lish* 
ments  to  which  they  were  by  their  offices 
attached. 

Mr.  Baring  expressed  his  satisfttction 
at  the  measure  proposed  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  b«t  wished  to  know  whether,  or 
not,  Gibraltar  and  Malta  were  to  be  within 
the  scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Chuibum  replied,  that  Gibraltar 
woqld ;  and  Malta  If  it  should  btcorae  a 
cession  to  the  crown. 

Leave  was  then  given ;  and  Mr.  Gonl^ 
bum  brought  in  a  Bill  to  amend  an  Act  of 
the  22d  ^ear  of  his  present  Majesty,  inU* 
tuled,  «  An  Act  te  prevent  the  granting, 
in  future,  any  patent  office  to  be  exorcist 
in  any  colony  or  plantation  now  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  for  any  longer  term  than 
during  such  ttflae  as  the  grantee  thereof,  of 
person  appointed  thereto,  shall  discharge 
the  duty  thereof  in  person,  and  behave 
well  therein ;''  and  the  same><as  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

Mn.  Crarlxs  Grant,  jun.]  The  Clen- 
€eUor  itfihe  Excheqvar  rose  to  move  for  a 
new  writ  for  the  borough  of  Inverness,  icCm 
The  ri^htiion.  gentleman  stated,  that  hia 
hon.  fnend  (Mr.  Charles  Grant),  having  ac»  ' 
cepted  the  office  of  one  of  the  lords  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury,  had  in  consequence 
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Ttoaled  Mi  9a^i  and  bad  b^a  fa««le€led. 
He  had,  hofvareri  aftar  bis  McoBd  elacikMi/ 
a^glected  %•  lake  tbe  ailibs  oat  of  tbe 
Hoiifc^  before  tbe  Idrd  steward  ef  Ibe 
boaaeboM,  his  depaty  er  deputies;  and 
bad  msiXf  Uben  tbe  eatbs  at  tbe  table  ef 
tbe  Heate;  tbinfctng  tbat,  efringr  te  bit 
premas  eleetiofiy  he  mf|fbi  diapause  wiib 
the  first  leraraKty.  For  this,  by  tbe  pro- 
Tisions  ef  several  acts  af  parliaaieot^  he 
bad  oot  only  vaeated  bis  seat  a  second 
lime,  bat  bad  also  incurred  several  penal- 
6es;  from  wbieb,  bowever,  he  trailed 
Ibe  Hoase,  with  their  tisaal  indolaenee^ 
wooM  iadearoify  bidi  ;  and  it  fv^as  his  in« 
tentioD  lo  intvodiica  a  BiH  to  that  tikct 

A  new  writ  Was  ordered  for  the  boroagb 
tX  loremesi,  &e« 

The  Cbsocellor  of  the  Bxche^oer  then 
brei^bi  up  Mr.  Grant's  Indemniiy  Bill. 

Mr«  Wywke  obtenredi  that  no  ene  cduld 
poasibly  hsrre  any  objoetioh  ki  socb  a  Bill* 
Bat  tbe  necessity  bf  it,  in  tbe  present  in- 
itanoe,  proTed  still  more  tbe  propriety  of 
doing  away  altoffeiher  the  oatbt  uken  oot 
of  tbe  HooaSi  He  bad  introdnced  a  Bill 
lo  that  eAfCt  in  tbe  last  session ;  bol  it  had 
iMen  loat  elsewhere;  owing,  as  it  was  stated, 
to  a  »osl  anaccooriUble  fear  manifested 
by  what  was  called  the  Protestant  intereM, 
thai  Roman  Catholics  might,  in  the  first 
session  of  a  parliament,  introdoce  them- 
seWes  into  the  House,  to  influence  tbe 
nomination  of  a  Speaker^^[a  Isogb.] 

Mr.  Ofant'l  lodemnity  Bill  was  tbeli 
read  a  first  and  seeoAd  timoji  and  drdered 
to  be  committed  to-tamrrow. 

HOUSE  OP   CJOMMONS. 

Wednuday,  March  23. 
8niFwai«HTs  OF  Tea  Pobt  op  Lon- 
Boa.]  Sir  &  Homiify  presented  a  Petition, 
signed  by  two  thousand  us^fal  artisans, 
ilrbose  basUiete  was,  that  of  bailding 
ibipe  id  tbe  pert  of  London;  com- 
plaining of  an  eiril,  extending  not  alone 
to  tbemselres,  bat  to  tbe  interests  of 
Ibe  codntry.—^The  Petition  staled,  that 
sbtpbOflding  in  the  prit ate  yards,  on  tbe 
rtt^r  Tlialnes,  bad,  of  laie^  not  only  sunk 
into  decay,  boc  bad  been  totally  amrihi- 
lated.  As  illustrative  of  this  fWct,  ft  slated, 
•that  there  #ere  belonging  m  different  per- 
sons, on  the  batiks  of  tbe  Tlfames,  private 
yards,  in  which  there  Ivere  forty-one  slips 
^r  bailding  ^hips;  and  In  the  whole  of 
these  yards,  there  was  but  one  ship  buildr 
Ittg;  That  of  docks  lor  repairing  ships, 
d<^le  and  single^  there  wwe  fif^*one 


doable,  and  elbtren  sk^le,  and  m  Ibeae 
there  Were  b\it  eighteen  vessels  onder 
repair ;  which  circomslances,  so  iojurioos 
to  tbe  petitioners  and  ay  the  country,  they 
Hated,  was  attribotable  to  the  arrange- 
ihents  which  bad  been  made  for  building 
ships  in  India,  whitiher  a  great  norober  of 
tbe  artisans,  heretofore  employed  in  Eng- 
land, had  bd^n  constrained  to  fly;  and 
those  who  remained  behind  were  entirely 
deslitate  of  the  tneans  of  supporting  tbeir 
nameroas  familieai  The  prayer  of  tba 
Petition  was,  that  the  Honse  would  be 
pleased  not  to  extend  the  time  for  India 
built  ships  being  ^dasitted  to  British  ro*' 
gisters*  Thd  Petition,  having  been  brought 
up,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

CoRatJvtiON  or  Blood.]  Sir  S*  Romilfy 
rose,  in  parsoance  of  noiite,  lo  move  for 
leare  to  bring  in  a  BHI  to  take  away  the 
cormption  of  blood,  in  cases  ei  attainder 
for  high  treason  lind  feleny*  He  express- 
ed a  hope,  that  in  again  bringing  forward 
this  subject,  wbich  bad  been  so  folly  dis- 
cossed  in  that  House  daring  tbe  last  ses- 
sion, he  should  not  be  aecosed  of  tmpropar 
perseveranoe.  He  was  apprehensive  that 
tbe  real  object  of  the  BiH  which  he  had 
introdaced  on  «  former  occasion  bad  not 
been  correctly  understood— -a  circam- 
slance  which  was  perhaps  atuibutable  to 
tbe  imperfect  manner  in  which  be  bad 
explained  himself  on  moviiig  for  leave  to 
bring  it  in.  The  Bill,  tbe  introdnction  ef 
wbidi  he  had  now  in  Ttew,  was  precisely 
similar  to  that  presented  to  the  Hoa#e 
before.  Tbe  Hoose  would  caU  to  thehr 
ri9collediion,  that,  by  tbd  law  as  it  ^t  pre- 
sent stood,  a  man  coqrioted  ef  high  trea- 
son forfeited  all  his  lands,  all  his  goods 
and  chattels,  and  ill  his  personal  property. 
With  regard  to  persons  attainted  of  folony, 
they  only  forfeited  their  lands  for  one 
year,  and  all  tbeir  goods  sosd  chattels,' and 
personal  eflbcis.  The  Bill  wbich  he  shooM 
bring  in  would  not  at  M  vary  this  law  ; 
for  if  it  shoohi  pass  into  an  Act,  persons 
attatnled  of  tbe  crime  of  high  treason 
wouldi  as  heretofore!  forfoit  all  their  lands 
and  property  of  every  descripaion.  Whe- 
ther this  was  a  wise  or  j est  law,  or  not,  or 
whether  it  wss  expedient,  when  the  law 
had  remoTed  a  man  from  society,  that  bis 
property  ihobld  be  confiscated,  and  a  pa- 
niibroent  thereby  foil  on  the  innocent  in- 
dividoals  whom  be  had  left  behind,  or  not, 
was  a  matter  whicb  bad  nothmg  to  do 
with  the  ptaseot  BUK    that  Jirar  woald 
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remaia  as  it  was,  and  would  not  be  affected 
in  any  way  by  bis  Bill.  The  atle^ation 
which  he  had  in  contemplation  was  con- 
fined to  a  part  of  the  ancient  law  which 
was  peculiar  to  England,  and  which  did 
not  apply  to  the  other  part  of  this  island. 
He  meant  that  which  in  cases  of  attainder 
was  known  among  lawyers  by  the  term, 
corruption  of  blood  ;  the  effect  of  which 
was,  that  where  a  man  was  attainted  of  a 
capital  offence,  he  could  not  transmit  a 
descent^that  was.  to  say,  such  a  person 
could  not  form  a  link  by  which  the  chain 
of  a  pedigree  could  be  traced  :  and  if  an 
attainted  person  stood  in  the  way  of  a 
pedigree,  bis  deaceodanu,  however  far 
removed,  would  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  establishinff  .  their  right  to  lands,  to 
which  he,  if  he  were  alive,  would  have 
had  a  prior  right ;  and  such  land  would 
escheat  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  whom 
the  land  might  be  holden.  As  for  instance, 
if  a  man  had  a  son  and  a  grandson,  and 
his  son  should  be  capitally  convicted,  if  he 
should  die  intestate,  his  grandson  would  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  any  real  estate 
of  which  he  might  have  been  possessed  ; 
as,  in  consequence  of  the  attainder  of  his 
eon,  the  chain  would  be  broken,  and  the 
land  would  escheat  to  the  lord  of  the 
inanor ;  whereby  a  punishment  would  be 
inflicted  where  punishment^  was  not  in* 
tended.  This  law  rested  upon  feudal 
principles,  which  were  by  no  means  con- 
formable to  modem  ideas  of  justice.  The 
punishment  rested  solely  upon  accident ; 
for  the  grandfather  mignt  devise  his  land 
to  his  grandson,  if  he  ^thought  proper — and 
only  in  case  of  his  neglecting  so  to  do, 
would  his  grandson  be  punished  by  the 
confiscation  of  his  propet'ty,  and  its  trans- 
mission to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  But  if 
this  case  were  considered  severe,  how 
much  more  severe  were  those  cases  where 
the  connection  was  not  so  immediate,  and 
the  relationship  more  remote?  In  the 
case  of  a  twentieth  cousin,  for  instance : 
there,  in  tracing  a  pedigree,  if  it  should 
be  found  that  one  of  the  direct  heirs,  how- 
ever far  back,  had  been  convicted  of 
felony,  the  land  would  in  like  man- 
ner escheat*  And  what  was  apparently 
still  more  unjast  was,  that  corruption  of 
blood  only  extended  to  personal  esute, 
and  did  not  at  all  apply  to  leasehold  pro* 
perty.  It  was  of  ihts  evil  of  whioh  he 
complained ;  and  he  was  most  anxious 
that  such  a  reliok  of  barbarism  should,  not 
be  found  among  our  laws.  It  was  said,  in 
the  cour^  of  the  discussions  v?hich  took 
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place  on  this  Bill  in  the  coarse  of  the  last 
session,  that  instances,  against  the  recur* 
rence  of  which  he  was  desirous  of  guard- 
ing, were  not  likely  to  happen.  .It  so 
happened,  however,  that  at  the  very  ifeo- 
ment  these  assertions  were  made,  an  in- 
stance had  occurred  of  that  very  sort; 
and  in  a  few  week<i  afterwards  It  happened 
to  be  his  fortune,  in  a  professional  way,  to 
have  that  case,  which  was  precisely  in 
point,  intrusted  to  his  care.  In  this  case, 
a  woman  had  been  convicted  of  a  murder 
in  Oxfordshire  fifty  years  ago ;  and  the 
estate  to  which  she  would  have  been  en- 
titled had  she  lived>  had  passed  from  one 
possessor  to  another,  and  a  valuable  con* 
sideration  had  been  given  for  ii;  yet,  not- 
withstanding the  person  in  possession  had 
paid  the  full  value  of  the  property,  inform- 
ation having  been  given  that  the  property 
had  escheated  to  the  crown,  by  reason  of 
corruption  of  blood,  an  inquisition  was 
instituted,  and  it  was  found  that  the  land 
did  in  truth  belong  to  th«  rrown^  and  it 
was  in  consequence  duly  claimed.— >An 
application  bad,  however,  been  made  to 
the  court  of  Chancery  to  traverse  the 
inquisition,  for  the  ;  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing that  the  land  had  not  been  held 
of  the  crown,  but  of  a  mesne  lord  — 
and  this  motion  having  been  acceded  to, 
the  question  would  shortly  be  brought  to 
issue.  Having  now,  he  trusted,  lully  ex- 
plained his  object,  be  beg^^ed  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  **  to  take  away 
corruption  of  blood  in  cases  of  attainder 
for  felony  and  high  treason/' 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Yorke  declared  that  he  must  object 
even  to  the  introduction  of  such  a  Bill 
into  parliament.  He  did  perfect  justice 
to  the  motives  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  in  again  proposing  the  mea^ 
sure ;  and  he  hoped  equal  justice  would 
be  done  to  his  (Mr.  Yorke's)  motives  in 
rcjiisting  it.  He  regretted  this  the  more, 
because  he  most  always  be  dispdsed  to 
doubt  his  own  judgment  when  put  .in 
competition  with  that  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  He  was,  however, 
one  of  those  who  thought  that  a  trifling 
inconvenience  was  no  ground  for  an  inno- 
vation on  the  ancient  law  of  the  land.  He 
was  sorry  to  understand  that  the  Bill  Was 
the  same  as  that  which  the  Hoose  so  pro- 
perly rejected  last  session ;  for  he  had 
hoped  that  what  had  been  urged  on  that 
occasion  would  have  inclined  the  hon, 
and  learned  gentleman  to  omit  at  least 
that  part  of  the  Bill  which  related  to  at* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


345] 


Thinh  IQ  ike  Mturguii.qf  Wctlmgkm.  Ma«C0  24^  1814. 


IM& 


tAinder  of  treason.  On  that  pan  of  the 
Bill^tbe  House  bad  expressed  a  most  de* 
cideid  opinion,  and  he  regretted  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  not  been 
inflnenced  by  it.  The  law  in  question 
was  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  Eng- 
lish laws.  .The  law  of  England  was  a 
kind  of  stock  in  trade,  and  parliament 
ooght  not  to  allow  it  to  be  deteriorated. 
Some  of  imr  most  valuable  privileges 
were -of  a  description,  which  be  would 
not  wish  to  see  altered  on  the  reasoning 
and  on  the  principles  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman.  He  begged  leave,  to 
say,  that  at  the  present  time  the  corrup- 
tion of  blood  in  cases  of  treason  (in  what- 
ever times  it  might  have  originated,  feudal 
or  oiher)  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  general  discipline  and  welfare  of  the 
state.  .Lord  Hale  (an  authority  which  he 
knew  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
deeply  venerated)  had  declared,  that  trea- 
son, was  the  worst  crime  that  could  be 
committed,  and  that  the  4>unishment 
could  not  be  too  severe  and  dreadful  in 
or<ler  to  deter  from  the  commission  of  it. 
If  the  law  was  severe,  it  was  severe  be- 
cause in  England,  as  in  all  free  countries, 
the  temptation  to  commit  treason  was 
coflsparatively  great.  It  would  be  too 
much  to  take  from  the  state  the  security 
a£brded  by  severity  of  punishment  for  a 
crime  which  involved  in  it  all  other  crimes. 
On  those  grounds  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
'  not  to  acqutesce  in  the  motion.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman,  of  whom  he  wish.> 
ed  to  speak  with  the  greatest  respect,  had 
from- time  to  time  employed  his  high  fa« 
calties  in  the  formation  of  what  he  consi- 
dered to  be  improvements  in  the  criminal 
code.  It  was  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  did  not  at 
once  bring  his  whole  plan  before  the 
House,  that  the  whole  nature  and  extent 
of  his  views  might  be  clearly  exhibited 
and  defined.  He  did  not  say  this  as  in- 
cloding  matter  of  accusation  against  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman;  he  merely 
intimated  that  in  Us  opinion  it  would  be 
the  most  convenient  mode  of  proceeding 
After  quoting  several  authorities  in  sup- 
port of  this  argument,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman again  declared,  that  he  must  de- 
cidedly oppose  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 
If  it  related  to  attainder  for  felony  alone 
(except  in  cases  of  murder),  he  confessed 
that  his  objections  to  it  would  not  be  so 
insurmountable  ;  but  he  would  never  con- 
•emtothe  first  step  of  a  measure  which 
had  ibrJts  object' the  deslfuctioaof  pne  of 


the  strongest  defences  of  the  constitu- 


Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill* 
SirSamuel  Komilly  afterwards  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  alter  the  punish- 
ment of  high  treason.— Leave  given. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday ,  Mareh  24* 

Tbanks  to  thb  Marquis  op  Welling* 
TON.  J  Tiie  olrder  of  the  day  having  been 
read. 

Earl  Bathunt  said,  although  he  could, 
not  anticipate  the  slightest  opposition  to 
the  motion  be  was  about  to  propose,  he 
still  thought  it  right  to  make  an  observa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  called  for  that 
testimony  of  the  approbation  of  the  House, 
conveyed  in  their  thanks,  for  ihe  emi- 
nent service  recently  performed  by  the 
marquis  of  Wellington.  His  lordship 
then  adverted  to  the  difficulties  which  lord 
Wellington  had  to  encounter,  in  making 
good  the  i>assage  of  the  Adour,  observing' 
that  they  appeared  almost  insurmounta- 
ble. Thev  arose  from  the  width  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  river,  and  the  incessant  rains 
which  bad  swollen  it  and  all  its  tributary 
streams,  and  rendered  all  the  roads  nearly 
impassable.  The  only  means  of  passing 
it  was  by  a  bridge  of  boats;  and  when 
it  was  considered  that  the  river  was  400 
yards  in  width,  it  would  at  once  be 
seen  that  the  difficulty  of  crossing  it  was 
pf  no  ordinary  nature.  The  bridge  of 
boats,  when  formed  below  Bayonne,  was 
in  danger  from  the  garrison  sending  down 
floating  timber,  which  might  destroy  it ; 
and  to  prevent,  which,  as  far  as  possible, 
recourse  was  had  to  a  very  strong  boom 
and  rafts,  in  order  to  secure  the  bridge 
from  any  attempt  of  this  kind.  In  addi-, 
tion  to  these  difficulties,  the  French  army, 
was  strongly  posted,  in  number  nearly 
,40,000  men,  and  comnianded  by  an  offi- 
cer of  distinguished  talents.  The  British 
army  was  of  nearly  the  same  amount. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  weather  cleared 
up  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  continued  fair  till  all  our 
operations  were  completed.  His  lordship 
then  described  the  movements  which  took 
place,  as  mentioned  in  the  G'izette  Extra- 
ordinary, which  led  to  the  battle  of  Orthes 
on  the  27tb  olt.  and  terminated  in  the  de- 
feat of  Sou  It ;  noticing  also  the  successful 
exertions,  under  many  difficulties,  of  rear 
admiral  Penrose^  and  the  officers  under 
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littti^  in  at  length  clearing  the  bar  df  the 
Adour,  and  the  passage  of  that  river  abe<Te 
Bayomie  by  sir  John  ilope,  to  the  great 
dstottishment  of  the  people  of  tbe  coan- 
try,  who  had  conceived  it  impossible.  In 
the  action  at  Orthes,  thou|g|h  many  raliH 
able  officers  unfortunately  fell,  and  were 
wounded,  therc^  were  only  two  of  high 
rank  wounded,  excepting  the  wound  re- 
ceived by  lord  Wellington,  iivh'ich,  had  it 
been  deep  or  severe,  wotlld  indeed  have 
clouded  the  ibost  brillfsint  victory  this 
country  ever  gained.  One  immediate 
and  beneficial  result  of  the  battle  of  Orthes 
was,  the  capture  of  two  of  the  eneiA^'s 
msgasines  at  Mont  Marsan  and  Aire, 
which  8oult  considered  of  So  much  iiHpor* 
tance,  that  it  was  believed  their  prftserva- 
tkfik  Was  a  principal  inducement  to  hiaa  to 
fight  that  battle.  I'heir  poseessiemft  by  our 
troops  was  of  great  importafic«  ;  as  by  tbe 
setting  in  again  of  th^  rains  ahnost  imtne^ 
diately  afier  the  action,  by  which  the 
Adour  and  Hs  diflRireBt  streattn  w^re  ex- 
,  cessively  swollen,  they  would  otherwise 
liave  been  ai  a  loss  f<nr  sappHes.  AfVer 
his  defeat,  Soult  had  the  optkm  of  Either 
^retreating  «ipon  BoardeaaXi  or  leaving  the 
road  to  that  city  open.  He  ehose  ih^ 
latter;  and  lofd  Welliffgim  having  sent 
i^ir  Willtaea  Beresford  with  a  detachftfeht 
to  occepy  Bourdeaox,  they  entered  the 
city^  and  \tett  received  with  ievery  de<i 
monstratioh  of  j6y  by  the  IffhabHatftS. 
The  oecupation  of  Botirdeaux,  in  a  nvflU 
fary  point  of  view  (and  it^  no  o<her  way 
did  he  ndean  to  speak  of  it  at  pteeent), 
was  of  the  gi^eatest  importance ;  it  gate 
&af  ar^y  the  command  of  supplies,  of 
Aiany  tiecessartes/  convCnienoies,  and 
ccmtortt,  which  they  c^d  not  cttherwtse 
have  procured ;  and  it  besMes  greatly  fn-^ 
all'rtated  the  dcmmunication  with  thiA 
country ;  an  object  of  essevMlaV  advantage, 
aa  the  previcius  dhaimfel  of  oommanicatioii 
Ifad  been  found,  partieolarly  at  this  sea^ 
sen  el  the  year,  extrem^y  dan^#oii9, 
iereril  vessels  hwhtg  been  losbim  attempt^ 
kig  the  paasage.  Under  these  eireom- 
atancea,  he  could  not  doubt  that  the 
House  woiAld  vote  the  Thanks  for  which 
he  wae  about  i^  m6ve.  Hef  vi^as  perfectly 
ready  to  admit,  that  it  waa  not  merely  a 
brilliant  action  fhi|if  t^as  no#  entitled  to 
that  high  honour.  Six  years  ago,  when 
ti^ior^  appeared  a  sfranger  to  every  staef^^ 
da¥d  in  Europe  except  thai  of  PrafN^,  it 
became  highly  expedient  to  court  the 
ifst  advancefs  Sd  victory  on  tbe  pert  of 
thiaaowitry;  but  now  a  series  of  splen- 


did successes  had  Ii6t  only  crov^ned  tbe 
British  arms,  but  those  of  aur  lilliee.  It 
certainly  was  not  the  mere  brilliancy  of 
an  action  that  entitled  it  to  tbe  thanks  of 
the  House;  as>  however  our  gratitude 
might  be  d«e,  that  gratitode  ought  t0  waitf 
upon  our  judgtnetit.  He  wils  humbly  of 
opinion,  however,  that  in  the  present  case^ 
When  the  results  of  this  action  had  been 
of  so  nmoh  importance,  it  was  one  evi- 
dently deserving  the  highly  honourable 
testimonial  ef  t£s  Thanks  of  thai  House.  ' 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  th« 
**  Thanka  of  the  H^use  to  field  marshal 
the  most  nieble  Arthur,  marqaisefWelling-^ 
tOBy  K.  O.  lor  this  additional  instance  of 
his  consaOMiate  ability,  experience,,  and 
valour." 

Earl  €hty  sa?d,  he  did  not  rite  to  offer 
the  slightest  opposition  to  the  motion. with 
which  the  noble  earl  had  concluded  i 
which,  on  the  contrary,  bad  his  most  cordial 
and  hearty  cenearrence.  He  could  add 
nothing  to  the  detail  sci  properly  given  by 
Ibe  noble  earl,  and  whicli  so  clearly  esta* 
bNshed  the  importance  ef  this  last  triumph 
of  the  illustrioQs  commander  whom  they 
were  now  so  justly  called  upon  again  to 
thank.  He  said  the  last  triumph,  because 
ha  treated  that  the  series  of  splendid  sue* 
cesses  which  had  raised  the  glory  of  the 
British  arms  to  a  height  of  renowrl  unknown 
in  any  age  or  country  in  the  annals  of 
hi^ory,  and  the  great  and  brilliant  victories 
of  our  allies^  would  be  finally  crowned  by 
a  sale  and  honourable  peace,  to  which  our 
illustrioas  commander  and  the  glorious 
artoy  he  had  led  would  have  sef  essentially 
contribute.  He  trusted,  that  the  blood 
Which  had  been  so  bravely  and  profusely 
ihed  might  purchase  a  peace  upen  terms 
consistent  with  safety  and  honour,  and 
founded  upon  just  and  equitable  principles. 
The  tioble  earl,  inspeakmg  of  the  occapt** 
tian  of  Beurdeaux,  had  very  properly  coh^ 
firnedhimself  t«f  ilsimportiince  in  a  military 
point  of  view ;  and  upon  that  head  there 
'  could  not  be  a  doubt  of  the  essential  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  possession  of 
that  city ;  ndt  only  from  tbe  supplies  thus 
aSbrded  to  our  army,  bat  from  the  focility 
given  tc  tbe  communication  with  ^is 
country^  which  was  unquestionably  of  tbe 
greatest  Importance*  Agreeing  most  cor« 
drally  with  tbe  noble  eitrl  in  these  state- 
ments, be  also  perfectly  agreed  WMk  him 
in  the  propriety  of  what  he  had  abstained 
from  Slating.  Other  views>  it  was  well 
known,  had  got  abroad  vrith  respeet'to  the 
occapat4en  of   Boordenux,  and  circam* 
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•Umces  had  b^eb  stated  which  be  rejoiced 
to  find  formed  no  part  of  the  speech  of  tb^ 
M>ble  earl*  With  regard  to  those  eyents^ 
it  was  not  iu>w  his  inltntion  to  ask  for 
any  explanation ;  he  lelk  the  subject,  for 
the  present,  to  ministers,  acting  upon  that 
responsibility  which  belonged  to  their 
ailaations,  and  which  must,  undoubtedly, 
attach  to  their  conduct.  The  time  would 
come,  when  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  these  events  must  be  discloaed, 
mid  that  would  be  the  season  for  remark. 
At  present,  he  knew  his  duty  too  well  to 
this  country,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world, 
to  embarrass  questions  which  were  preg* 
naiit  with  consequences  of  the  otasost  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  mankind  ;  and 
to  interfere  with  which,  prematurely, 
might  be  productive  of  incalculable  evils. 
The  motion  wae  agreed  to,  nsm.  </»•; 
as  were,  also  the  ouier  nsnal  notions 
made  by  eari  Bathnrst,  for  thanks  to  sir 
Stapleton  Cotton  and  the  other  officers 
employed  under  lord  WeUington ;  acknow- 
ledging and  approving  the  services  of  the 
non-coaamissioned  officersand  soldiersi  &c. 

HOUSE   QF   COMMONS. 

Tkwr$d^y,  March  24. 
Thamks  to  thb  MABauis  op  Wbl- 
UNGTON,  &c.]  The  Ckanceltor  <f  the  Ej^ 
dkguer  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the 
grateful  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
recent  glorious  services  of  the  marqnis  of 
Wellington,  and  his  brave  army.  In 
reverting  to  the  many  occasions  on  which 
the  noble  marquis  had  received  the  thanks 
of  partiMaent,  it  might  appear  that  every 
topic  of  panegyric  was  utterly  exhaosted. 
There  was  scarcely  a  display  of  military 
courage  and  skill*  whether  maniftsted  in 
the  open  field,  in  the  assault  of  a  fortress,  or 
in  that  system  of  persevering  vigilance  by 
which  the  strength  of  an  army  actnaliy 
infedor,  was  rendered  equal  in  value  to 
that  of  a  force  numerically  superior,  in 
which  lord  Wellington  had  not,  for  his 
Inrilliant  success,  received  the  warm  and 
Unanimous  approbation  of  his  coontry. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  do  little  more 
than  point  out  the  distinguishing  features 
•f  the  late  gallant  achMvements.  The 
ctrcomstances  of  the  long  contest  in  the 
penmsula,  and  subsequently  in  France, 
which  kMrd  \?ellingien  had  maintained 
with  such  increasing  fortene,  were  as 
various  as  the  qualities  and  resources  of  his 
comprehensive  and  energetic  mind.  In 
•rdor  to  eaabk  the  House  justly  to  esti- 


mate thn  ejUetnt  of  the  aerWeH  lately 
performed  by  lord  Wellington  and  bia 
army,  it  was  oeoessary  to  recal  to  their 
mittda  the  particular  nature  of  the  operas 
tkms  by  which  tlMse  services  had  beei^ 
preceded.  \i  waa  w^ll  known,  that  the 
descent  from  the  Pyrenees  into  the  plaint 
of  Languedoe  was  rugged,  and  in  places 
almost  impracticable,  intersected  here  and 
there  with  little  winding  vallies  and  rivers, 
which  presented  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
the  march  of  an  army.  This  was  partieu^ 
larly  the  ^ase  at  what  was  called  the 
Lsodes  de  Bourdeaux.  In  this  romantic 
and  estraerdinarv  country,  lord  Welling*- 
ton  conceived  the  great^e  wooid  say 
the  sublime  idea,  of  establishing  himself 
from  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  to  the  very 
banks  of  the  Oaronne ;  aud  the  rains  havinc 
somewhat  abated  about  the  middle  ^ 
February,  the  noble  marquis  moved  the 
right  wing  of  the  British  army  towards  the 
riven  which  fell  into  the  Adour.  By  n 
change  of  weather  and  an  unexpected 
swelling  of  those  rivers,  that  first  movement 
was  frustrated.  Lord  Wellington  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  move  the  left  wing  of  his  army  ; 
but  unfovoorable  circumstances  of  a  simi» 
lar  nature  rendered  the  passage  of  that 
wing  wholly  impracticable.  Thus'situated, 
lord  Wellington  again  refMiired  to  the  right 
of  the  army,  and  |aid  the  foundation  of 
that  decisive  victory  which  he  subjiequent* 
ly  achieved.  After  having  passed  no  less 
than  five  rivers,  under  circumstances  which 
reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  deter* 
mined  perseverance  of  the  troops,  tho 
British  army  and  their  gallant  leader 
found  the  French  army  posted  in  a  very 
strong  position  near  Orthes,  in  a  country 
which,  as  he  had  before  observed,  waa 
rendered  almost  impassable,  by  the  ndmbev 
of  winding  vallies  and  obstacles  of  every 
description  with  which  it  abounded «  It 
ihight,  indeed,  be  truly  said,  that  the  post* 
tion  of  Orthes  was  precisely  such  a  one 
as  the  most  skilM  commander  would  have 
chosen  as  the  seat  of  defensive  operations. 
From  this  position,  however,  lord  Wellinff« 
ton  completely  dislodged  marshal  Soult, 
one  of  the  most  consommate  generals  of 
vrhich  the  emperor  of  France  had  to  boast, 
and  leading  an  army  of  nearly  40,000 
men;  The  enemy  were  completely  dis- 
lodged and  repulsed  with  very  considerable 
loss  on  their  part.  In  the  mean  time,  in 
conformity  to  the  plan  of  operations  which 
the  genius  of  our  great  commander  had 
suggested  to  him,  sir  John  Hope,  on  the 
34th  nit.  efiected  the  passage  of  the  Adoor 
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tbove  Bayonne,  under  drcamstances  of 
tbe  most  extraordhiary  and    interdtiQg 
description.    To  the  astonisbment  of  the 
€oeaiy,  and  even  of  their  own  conntrynen 
(accustomed  as  they  had  been  to  witness 
their  heroic  deed*),  the   British    sailors 
boldly  psMed  the  bar  of  that  river.    No- 
thing could  impede  them :  one  boat  after 
another  upset  in  the  tremendous  surf  of  the 
bar;    but  at  length  they  accomplished 
their  daring  object,  and  afforded  to  their 
no  leM  gallant  military  countrymen  the 
means  of  crossing  from  one  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  other.    Extensive  as  were 
these  operations,  they  formed  but  a  part 
of  that  plan  which  lord  Wellington  had  in 
contemplation,  and  wbich  stretched  even 
to  Bourdeaux.    Immediately  after  the  dis- 
lodgement  of  the  enemy  from  Ortbes,  lord 
Wellington  dispatched  a  column  of  troops 
nniler  sir  William  Beresford  to  Bourdeaux, 
where  he  was  received,  as  the  British  army 
had  hitherto  been  invariably  received  in 
France,  with  the  loudest  acclamations  of 
joy.     For  it  was  a  circumstance  peculiar 
to  the  present  contest,  and  highly  credits 
able  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  army, 
that  after  every  nation  on  the  continent 
had  .solicited  the  aid  of   British    arms 
against  the  oppression  of   France,    the 
British  armies  were  received  in  that  coun* 
try,  not  as  enemiel,  but  at  once  as  con- 
querors and  friends.    He  did  not  conceive 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  with    repeating 
sentiments  which  he  was  persuaded  were 
cherlib^d  in  the  breast  of  every  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  heard  him.     He  would,  there- 
fore, conclude  Vith  moving,  '*  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Field 
Marshal  the  moat  noble  Arthur  Marquis 
of  Wellington,  for  the  addKional  proofs  of 
his  consummate  ability,  experience,  and 
distinguished  valour,  displayed  in  the  late 
battle  at  Orthes  on  the  27th  of  February 
last,  and  in  the  operations  leading  to  and 
immediately  connected  with  that  engage- 
ment, which  terminated  in  the  signal  de- 
feat of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  occupation 
of  Bourdeaux  by  the  allied  forces/' 
.    Mr.  IVhitshed  Keene  rose  to  second  the 
motion.    Those  who  looked  into  the  Jour- 
nals  of  the  House  would  know  that  its 
thanks  had  repeatedly  been  given  to'  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  whose  exploits  he 
compared  with  those  of  the  subject  of  tbe 
Vote  of  Thanks  which  had  been  moved. 
He  then  recapitulated  the  honours  which 
had  been  conferred  on  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough.   In  1702  he  first- received  the 


thanks  of  this  House ;  in  17M  he  had  been 
presented  by  queen  Anne  with  the  manor 
of  Wotton,  and  a  pension  of  5,000L  per 
annum,  in  consideration  of  his  conduct  at 
the  battle  of  Blenheim.      In   1705  and 
1706  he  had  received  additional  honours, 
for  his  expk>its  during  that  period.     He 
took  the  opportunity  to  com'ment  on  tbe 
political  as  well  as  the  military  talents  of 
that   distinguished    ornament  of    Great 
Britain  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 
Considering  the  circumstances  which  con- 
stituted the   glory  of   military  achieve- 
ments, he  thought  that  it  would  on  all 
sides  be  agreed  that  there  was  no  one  in 
the  military  annals  of  this  empire,  whose 
character  ootshone  that  of  the  subject  of 
the   present  motion.      Although  such  a 
step  had  not  yet  been  taken,  be  hoped  to 
see  ministers  come  to  parliament,  and  re- 
commend the  erectiop  of  some  such  monu- 
ment to  commemorate  his  exploits,  as  had 
been  erected  to  tbe  duke  of  Marlborough. 
He  hoped,  that  as  the  house  of  Bienheim 
had  been  built  for  tbe  latter  in  England, 
such  a  house  would  be  erected  for  lord 
Wellington  in  Ireland ;   as  he  was  per- 
suaded  that  the  good  effects  of  such  a 
measure  on  the  people  of  Ireland  would 
be  indescribable.     Of  this  he  conceived 
himself  corapetentHo  judge,  from  being 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  having  sat  50  years 
in  the  House  of  Commons.    Alluding  to 
the  flight  of  Joseph  Buonaparte  from  the 
battle  of  Vittoria,  he  said  that  his  carriage 
had  been  taken  and  brought  to  England. 
In  it  there  bad  been  found  concealed  a 
number  of   pictures  by  tbe    celebrated 
Spanish  artists,  Murillio,  Velasquez,  and 
others,    which    belonged    to    the    royal ' 
family    of    Spain.      These    he    thought 
should  be  returned  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment free  of  all  expence;   as  during  the 
reign  of  our  Charles  1,  a  similar  act  of 
generosity  had  been  performed   by   the 
Spanish  government  on  a  similar  occasion. 
Sir  Frederick  Flood  said,  as  an  Irishman, 
and  a  representative  of  that  country  which 
gloried  in  the  proud  birth  of  the  illustrious 
individual  who  was  the  object  of  the  vote 
of  thanks  now  proposed,  he  should  not  be 
doing  justice  to  those  who  sent  him  to  that 
House,   if  he  contented   himself   with  a 
silent    vote    on    the    present    occasion. 
"  And,  Sir,"  said  the  hon.  baronet,  "  if  I 
had  a  voice''  (the  increased  loudness  of  his 
tone  removed  ail  dubiety  on  this  subject, 
and  excited  a  general  laugh)   '<  which  I 
could  extend  even  beyond  the  dooni  of 
this  House,  I  would  exert  every  nerve  on 
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sQoh  a  Iplorioas  occasion,  though  it  m ight end 
in  a  nerToos  fever."  The  country  which 
had  given  birth  to  this  great  hero,  had  also 
given  birth  to  a  number  of  other  illustrious 
characters — it  could  boast  of  the  blood  of  a 
Beresford>  of  the  brother  of  our  noble  am- 
bassador, (lord  Castlereagh)*  of  a  Ponsonby , 
mnd  of  a  Cole.  That  was  a  country  which 
could  provide  such  a  number  of  heroes. 
It  had  been  oflen  said  in  England,  that 
Ireland  was  a  clog  to  her ;  but  instead  of 
a  clog,  it  was  the  beat  feather  in  her  cap ; 
for  it  not  only  produced  the  best  soldiers, 
but  the  best  captains,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  the  illuitrious  object  of  the  present 
Tote  of  thanks.  When  he  looked  around 
him,  he  saw  many  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  in  the  first  confidential  offices 
of  state— ^laogh)  he  should  have  said,  that 
those  who  held  them  were  on  the  one  side, 
and  those  who  did  not  hold  them  were  on 
the  other.  When  he  looked  into  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  he  saw  the 
same  thing.  Was  not  that  a  country  of 
which  a  roan  ought  to  be  proud,  and  a 
country  to  court  a  connection  with?  It  did 
not  only  send  them  men,  bat  it  sent  them 
also  linen,  grain,  cattle,  butter,  and  beef. 
This  was  indeed  a  country  for  one  to  be 
proud  of,  and  the  people  of  it  ought  to  be 
fostered.  Government  ought  to  extend 
the  arm  of  its  protection  to  the  natives  of 
such  a  country.  There  never  was  a  period 
in  history  when  the  achievements  recorded 
exceeded  the  benefits  which  this  country 
had  derived  from  that  great  man,  lord 
Wellington.  •—  Talk  of  an  Alexander,  a 
Caesar,  and  a  Hannibal  (laugh)  can  those 
history-books  boast  of  any  general  who 
did  any  thing  to  be  compared  with  the  ob- 
ject of  this  vote  of  thanks  ?  He  had  said 
last  session,  that  in  the  same  manner  as 
Blenheim -house  had  been  erected  for  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  there  should  be  a 
■  (here  the  hon.  baronet  hesitated 

aome.  time)  Wellington- house  built  for 
lord  Wellington.  (Laugh.)— Ireland  had 
already  contributed  15,000/.  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  testimonial  of  the  merit  of  that 
great  man;  but  there  should  also  be  a 
Wellington-house  in  Ireland — aye,  not 
only  in  Ireland,  but  in  Scotland  also,  and 
in  Wales.     (Laugh.) 

Lord  Kirkundi  said,  however  highly  lord 
Wellington  might  appreciate  the  thanks 
of  the  Honse,  yet  he  believed  the  highest 
gratification  he  could  receive  would  be 
the.  exertiona  made  at  home  to  second  the 
objects  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  ac* 
complish;  for  on  those  exertions  it  de- 1 

(V0L.XXV11,)  I 


pended,  whether  his  operations  should  be 
crowned  with  success.  On  them  alone 
depended  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.       , 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried^ 
nem.  con.  as  were  also  the  following : 

*'  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  gi?ea 
to  lieutenant  generals  sir  Stapleton  Cotton, 
sir  Rowland  Hill,  sir-William  Carr  Beres- 
ford,  sir  Thomas  Picton,  the  hon.  sir  GaU 
braith  Lowry  Cole,  the  hon.  sir  William 
Stewart,  and  sir  Henry  Clinton,  knights 
of  the  Bath,  to  major  generals  Charles 
Baron  Alteu,  Henry  Fane,  William  Anson, 
GeorgeTownshend  Walker,  sir  GeorgeMur- 
ray,  K.  B.  James  Kempt,  the  hon.  sir  Edward 
M.  Pakenham,  K.  B.,  William  Henry 
Pringle,  Edward  Barnes,  William  Inglis» ' 
John  Byng,  Thomas  Brisbane,  Denis  Pack, 
lord  Edward  Somerset,  Robert  Ross,  John 
Lambert,'  and  to  the  several  other  officera 
serving  under  the  command  of  *  field 
marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  for 
their  able  and  distinguished  conduct 
throughout  the  operations  which  con- 
cluded with  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy 
at  Orthes  on  the  27  th  of  February  last, 
and  the  occupation  of  Bourdeaux  by  the 
l^llied  forces. 

"  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow* 
ledge  and  approve  the  zeal,  courage,  and 
discipline,  manifested  by  the  non-com« 
missioned  officers  and  private  soldiers  of 
his  Majesty's  forces  serving  under  the 
command  of  field  marshal  the  marquis  of 
Wellington,  in  the  operations  which  con* 
eluded  with  the  entire  defeat  of  the  enemy 
at  Orthes  on  the  27  th  of  February  last. 

''  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  zea^l  and  continued  exertions 
manifested  by  the  general  officers,  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  private 
soldiers,  of  the  Portuguese  army  serving 
under  the  command  of  field  marshal  the 
marquis  of  Wellington  in  the  battle  at 
Orthes,  on  the  27th  of  last  month,  and  in 
the  operations  immediately  leading  to  thai 
engagement,  in  which  the  enemy's  forces 
were  completely  defeated. 

**  That  this  House  doth  highly  acknow- 
ledge the  meritorious  exertion  and  good 
conduct  of  the  general  officers,  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  private 
soldiers,  of  such  part  of  the  Spanish  forces 
serving  under  the  command  of  field 
marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington,  as 
were  employed  in  co-operating  in  the 
movements  which  immediately  led  to  the 
entire  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Orthes  on  the 
27th  of  February  Isist.*' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  com- 
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nvnicaU    Uie   taid    roiolutiona  to   fi«U  [  were  enforced,  wnuU  be  utterly  raiiied^ 
marslial  the  OMtrquia  of  WeUiogtoo ;  and    In    one  eaic,    the  actient  for  penaUiea 


that  he  be  requested  by  Mr.  Speaker  to 
signify  the  same  to  major  generals  Ch<irles 
baron  AUenr  William  Anson,  George 
Townshend  Walker,  sir  Geor«e  Murray, 
Janes  Kempt,  the  hon.  sir  Edward  M. 
Pdcenham,  Edward  Barnesi,  WiHiam 
IngNs,  John  Byng,  Thomas  Brisbane, 
Denis  Pack,  Robert  Ross,  and  John 
Lambert ;  and  to  the  seTeral  officers  and 
cor^  of  the  allied  armies  lerving  nnder  hir 
command. 

NoN-RisiniNT  C^BRCT.]    Mr.  B.  Ba^ 
thunt  rose,    in  pursuance  of  notice,    to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  stay 
prosecutions     and    actions    commenced 
against    spiritual  ,  persons   for    penalties 
nader  the  45d  of  the  King.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman  repeated  thes^  obscrva* 
iions  which  he  bad  made  on  a  former  oc* 
casion,  on  the  great  hardships  lo  which 
the  persons  against   whom  these  actions 
bad  been  ilistitoted   had    been  exposed. 
He  remarked  also,    that   in  most  eases 
where   the    parties  had  laid  themselves 
open  to  the  operations  of  the  Act,  theic 
<^enOe  consisted  more  16  Mglectiog*  to 
apply  for  licences  to  the  bishops  of  their 
diocese,  than  in  any  actual  inattention  to 
those  duties,  the  performance  of  which 
the  Act  of  the  43d  of  the  King  was  meant 
to  enforce.    In  illustrating  this  proposi* 
tion^  he  referred  to  a  list  of  persons  against 
fvhom  actions  had  been  commenced  by 
Mr.  Wright,  in  the  dioce^  of  the  bishop 
of  London.    These    persons  in  number 
amounted  to  02;   and  of  the   whole  of 
them  two  only  were  without  a  rational 
excose  for  the  offences  imputed  to  them, 
which  were  those  of  non-residence,  and  a 
/  neglect  to  obtain  licences  for  such  non- 
residence   from  their  bishop.     In  some 
cases  the  informer  had  laboured  under  a 
mistake  altogether,  as  the  mcombents  had 
actually  resided  constantly  on  their  liy« 
ings;   in  others,  where  there  were  two 
preferments),  they  had  invariably  resided 
on  one  of  them  ;  and.  the  only  charge  to 
be  brought  against  them  was,  that  of  not 
having  notified  on  which  they  had  resided' 
|o  the  bishop;   while  a  third  class  had 
resided  in  their  parishes^  aUhodgh  not  in 
the  vicarage^  either  from  the  tf  ant  of  a 
bouse,  or   firom  the  dilapidated  state  of 
.  the  dwelling  which  their  livings  afibrdeA 
The  persons,  in  strictness,  became  ame# 
nable  to  th^  provisions  of  the  Act^  in  ques- 
tion i  and  many  of  Mi^m,  if  the  pities 


brought  against    a  single  individual,    if 
porsoed   to  judgment,  would  amount  to 
15t8l6'-  and  yet  this  person  had  nsver 
resided  out  of  one  or  other  of  his  liviiigiw 
In  another  case,  penalties  to  the  amonnt    - 
of  450/.  had  be«ia  aeaght  to  be  recovered 
from  a  gentleman,  the   value  of  whose 
living  was  but  75/.  per  annum  ^  and  whe^ 
in  the  simplicity  of  his  heart»  had  wrtftea 
to  him  (Mr.  Bathurst),  deolaring»  that  it 
bad  never  come  to  his  knowledge  that 
sQch  an  Act  was  in  existence.    He  was 
far  from  wishing  that  Honse  to  interfore 
with  the  fair  operations  of  the  law;  bo(k 
here  were  cases  of  extreme  hardship^  in 
which  the  Act  was  ooade  to  do  that  which 
had  never  been  intended  by  the  legisla^ 
tore.    He  thought  the  course  proper  to 
be  pursued  was,  to  mffer  the  parties,  agaomt 
whom  these  pcoceedings  had  been  insti* 
tnted,  to  make  thosct  applicatioAs  now  to 
the  bishop  of  their  diocese,  which,  from 
neglect  or  inadv6rtenc3%  they  had  omitiad 
to  make  before.    This  was  the  object  of 
the  Bill  which  he  proposed  «o  bring  in. 
The  bishop  woald  have  lo  exercise  his 
judgment  on  tbe  applications  made  now, 
for    licences    for   nosi- residence ;    as  he 
would  have  done  had  they  been  osade  at 
the  proper  time ;  and  be  would  exercise 
his  judgment  tmder  additional  responsibi- 
lity, knowing  that  his  conduct  would  be 
closely  watched  by  an  acliv«  informer, 
who,  from  the  lituadon  he  had  filled,  and 
other  circumstances,  would  be  perfoetiy 
acquainted  with  the  cases  on  which  he 
decided.     Under  this  resfonsibiiity,  hit 
judgment  would  new  be  asfeirly  exercised 
as  it  would  have  bees  beferof-he  thought 
more  so.    In  ^tses  vvhere  a  licence  was 
refused,  the  pamies  should  be  liaUe  to  an 
action-^an  action  being  held  (m,  lis  whnre 
a  licence  was  not  produced^    Eor^  the  in* 
former,  where  the  law  vras  on  bis  mde» 
however  hard  the  case   •£  the   {laniea 
against  whom  the  actiea*  iwre  bronght, 
he  nMSt  have  his  ccnls.    He  hoped  the 
Heose  wo\M  not  Qhj|ect  to  tlie  BilUbat  far 
proposed  to  hriog  in.    The  Act  ef  this 
session,  suspending  the  ptfooeedfings  againat 
the  clergy,  expired  on  tbe  9Qth  «f  AprtL 
As  there  might  not  he  a  proper  opportu- 
nity  for  disonsskig  the  anhject  by  khs/t 
tim^  he  iniended  to  move  for  leaivB  to 
bring  m  a  Bill,  to  eatend  the  proeisssae  «if 
that  Act  for  a  month  kmt§$t.    TIm  right 
hon.  gf ntlnmaa  concluded  by  ««vMag  fotr 
leave  to  hring  in  a  BUI,  ^^  to  ^isoontiaae 
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%km  proeettduigs  on  cvrtaio  ac^oMs  alretdy 
eonneaced»  and  to  pre?«nt  rcaDatimis  «> 
timia,  oiider  the  4Sd  of  the  King/' 

Mn  Ji^if6mM{  was  aorry  thai  tfti«  learned 
eirilom  with  wfaona  tbe  Bill  originafeed, 
mider  wfaiG4i  tbeae  proteovMiona  bad  been 
eonoaenced,  had  left  the  Hease  this  day. 
He  coold  have  hoped  from  hi«i  sodm  ez- 
plaaatfoo,  which  anight  hate  been  an 
apology  for  tbe  House  having  passed  an 
Act  whieh  had  prodoced  effects  so  dian>e*> 
irioallv  opposite  to  those  which  were  ex- 
pected from  it.  But  as  the  learaed  «ieai- 
ber  Ibr  the  University  of  Ojtford  had 
tbaughi  proper  thns  to  ieav<e  theni,  it  was 
fitting  for  those  who  were  preaent  to  atate 
what  octarred  to  theoi  on  this  subject. 
Some  few  years  ago,  the  Bill  under  which 
these  prosecations  were  instituted  was 
prepared  by  a  learned  gentlenian  of  mat 
talents,  who  toolc  the  business  out  of  the 
faaaris  of  a  county  member,  to  secure  the 
elergy  fi-ora  proaecatipns  vnder  certain 
^cu  of  Henry  the  8th.  This  Bill  was 
passed  bv  the  ConNuam,  sent  by  them  to 
the  Lords,  and  passed  there  ako;  and 
■ow  that  it  bad  bees  mi  operation  eleven 
)reai«,  another  Bill  was  to  he  hroveht  in, 
to  «aT«  persons  from  beiM  ruined  by  p^ 
nalties  under  this  Act,  whose  €0Qiduet,  it 
should  seem,  had  been  not  only  innocent, 
bat  meritorious.  Those  who  renembtil-ed 
the  procaedings  on  that  Bill,  and  who 
heard  tbe  Speeches  then  delivered,  most 
te  struck  with  what  they  had  heard  that 
«iay.-«At  that  time  it  was  conteoded>  that 
every  thing  ought  to  be  done  to  indooe 
informMrs  to  come  forward.  Far  this  parw 
poae,  it  was  thoaght  right  that  ihe  whole 
of  the  penalties  should  go  to  the  informers* 
It  was  then  said  to  be  tksirable  that  every 
^ncooragement  should  be  given  to  them  ; 
they  were  net  then  held  up  to  reproach 
m  noxi9us  persons;  hot  the  moment 
an  informer  csvne  forward,  certain  that  he 
was  right  according  to  law,  the  House 
was  first  calM  upon  to  suspend  tbe  pro- 
ceedings which  had  been  instituted 
against  the  <;lergy ;  ^eeandly,  to  continue 
that  so^peniion;  thirdly,  to  crush  the 
prosecutions;  and  fourmy,  they  would 
be  calM  upon  to  alter  the  law.  One 
^Mtance  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  of  a 
elergy  man  in  the  dk>cese  oC  Norwich,  who 
had  performed  the  doty  of  two  churches 
between  thirty  and  forty  years,  and4n  all. 
that  tkne  had  not  been  absent  so  many 
days.  Nevertheless,  he  was  now  prose- 
•enied  far  pen^lAes,  which,  if  the  law  were 
enforead^  mn^  sand  iiim  to  a  jail*    This 


h  case  which  called  for  relief;  and 
where  there  were  difficulties  in  deciding 
between  both  ways,  k^  should  be  disposed  to 
raise  his  voice  in  favoorof  giving  it.  Butthe 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  said^  of  92  cases 
in  the  diocese  of  London,  there  were  but 
two  that  were  aa»biguoos,  and  these  he 
oould  not  pronounce  against :  in  stating 
thisi  he  proved  too  much.  If  such  were 
the  fact,  they  ought  to  do  honour  to  the 
clergy,-*-admit  that  the  legislature  had 
acted  under  a  wrong  impression, — that 
restrictions  were  unnecessary,  and  that  all 
they  had  heard  of  their  being  absent  from 
their  parishes,  and  neglecting  their  paro- 
chial  duties,  must  be  unfounded.  Ho 
would  rather  entertain  tl^  Bill,  however^ 
i^n  sufier  the  uafortanate  persons  aifecled  - 
by  these  prosecotionsHo  be  uUerly  ruined. 
This  would  be  acknowledging  the  former 
Act  of  the  House  to  be  one  which  ought 
not  to  have  passed  ;  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  brought  in  that 
Bill  would  assist  in  framing  a  new  one« 
and  in  this  he  wished  hin  better  poccesi 
than  ha  had  with  the  last. 

Mr.  Preitm  spoko  ghostly  in  favour  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  WMeraU  censured  some  of  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  Act  under  which  the  prpse* 
cntiona  were  coanmenoed.  They  attached 
poqishment  not  to  tbe  oiaoae  which  they 
were  intended  to  guard  against,  but  to  tha 
snnple  fact  of  noB-ressdence  ooder  any 
circttoMUnces.  In  the  whole  penal  code, 
he  thought  no  other  insUAce  could  ho 
found,  where  the  punbhment  was  mada 
cooaequent  on  the  omission  of  a  foraot  and 
not  on  the  cemmiasion  of  a  crime.  Who* 
ever  iu  author  was,  he  hoped  he  wouU 
co-operate  to  do  away  provisions  which 
were  proved  to  be  bad,  and  enact  jihose 
which  might  do  good. 

Mr.  C.  iV.  19^wi6  thought  It  hard /or  the 
informer,  when  he  called  for  what  he  was 
entitled  to  by  law,  that  the  House  should 
step  in,  to  prevent  his  recoverisig  the  pe- 
nalties.  ki  a  case  of  soch  extreme  diffi- 
coHy,  he.  could  have  wished  that  each 
petition  had  been  referred  to  a  committee^ 
where  a  counter-statement  or  petition 
coold  have  been  made  or  put  in  by  the 
informer. 

Mr.  Mmhani,  in  reply,  said,  it  was  not 
a  new  case,  that  a  law  shonld  not  exactly 
answer  the  porpoae  for  which  it  was  fram* 
«d,  or  that  it  sbouM  be  pervert^  in  its 
application.  He  thought  the  process  re- 
commended by  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wynne)  ohe  that  it  woaW    hafc  been 
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V4try  improper  to  adopt ;  as>  bad  this  been 
done,  tbe  informer  might  have  gained  any 
information  he  needed,  and  frequently  as- 
certained whether  he  coald  support  his 
action  or  not.  The  bon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Whilbread)  seemed  to  think  he  had  prov- 
ed too  much.  He  had  fairly  stated,  that 
of  92  cases,  there  were  bat  two  that  ap- 
peared without  excuse :  but,  granting  that 
against  ten  or  twelve  more  a  good  flaw 
could  be  found,  where  such  a  disparity 
as  70  to  20  appeared,  he  thought  the  in- 
terference of  parliament  was  called  for* 
They  were  not  the  worst  cases  that  Mr. 
Wright  looked  for.  Those  where  the  par- 
ties weie  least  cufpabk  would  suit  bis 
purpose  quite  as  well.  He  might  even 
prefer  going  to  a  clergyman,  who  had  no 
vicarage  house,  and  say  to  him  at  once, 
*'  You  have  no  proper  residence — you  are 
living  in  your  own  house,  and  I  will  bring 
an  action  against  you.''  It  was  such 
cases  as  these  that  Mr.  Wright  might 
think  he  could  best  turn  to  his  own  emo- 
lument With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  brought 
the  former  Bill  into  the  House,  he  had  to 
say  that  he  did  not  take  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  a  county  member.  The  House, 
after  trying  their  hand  at  it,  had  thought 
biro  most  competent  to  the  (ask  ;  and  at 
their  desire  it  was  that  he  took  it  upon 
himself. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  explained. 

Leave  WhS  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill ; 
which  was  shortly  after  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Baihurst,  read  a  first  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday. 

He  also  brought  in  a  Bill  to  continue 
the  Suspension  Act  of  last  year.  It  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second,  time  to-morrow* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridojf,  March  25. 

Election  Laws  in  Ireland]  Sir  F. 
Flood  rose  to  give  notice  of  a  Bill  of  a 
very  important  nature,  for  which  it  was 
his  intention  soon  to  move.  United  as 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  now  were,  it  | 
was  desirable  to  assimilate  the  law  of  the 
two  countries.  He  believed  that  such  was 
the  opinion  of  every  member  who  heard 
him ;  for  no  one  could  deny  that — 

The  Speaker  requested  the  bon.  member 
not  to  enter  into  any  argument,  but  to 
confine  himself  to  a  simple  notice. 

i>ir  F.  Flood  then  added,  that  the  object 
pf  his  Bill  would  be,  to  limit  the  continu- 
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ance  of  the  poll  dui^ing  electitti  con- 
tests in  Ireland,  in  the  satme  way  as  it  was 
now  done  in  this  country.  He  could  Wot 
name  the  precise  day  on  which  he  would 
bring  forward  the  subject;  but  it  would 
not  be  until  after  the  recess,  as  until  after 
that  period  the  presence  could  not  be  ex- 
pected of  many  members  from  the  sister 
country,  whose  assistance  in  the  measure 
would  be  indispensable.  There  had  been 
a  recent  instance,  in  the  election  for  the 
county  of  Mayo,  of  the  ill  effects  atten- 
dant upon  the  existing  unlimited  duration 
of  election  contests;  the  result  of  which 
was,  inevitably,  not  only  to  injure  the 
parties  immediately  engaged  in  them,  but 
to  disturb  and  harass  the  whole  country; 
.besides— 

The  Speaker  again  called  the  bon.  ba« 
ronet  to  order,  and  sir  F.  Flood  sat  down. 

Corruption  op  Blo^d,  and  Ponish* 
MENT  OP  High  Treason.]  Sir  S.  Romilly 
brought  in  his  Bills  for  taking  away  the 
corruption  of  bloed  consequent  on  at- 
tainder for  felony  and  treason ;  and,  for 
altering  tbe  punishment  of  high  treason* 
They  were  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  tbe 
18th  April. 

Clergy  Penalties  Bill.]  This  Bill 
was  riead  a  second  time.  On  the  motion 
(by  Mr.  Bathurst)  that  it  be  committed. 

Sir  W,  Scott  wished  to  be  allowed  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reply  to  some  remarlu 
which  he  tmderstood  had  fallen  yesterday 
from  the  bon.  member  for  Bedford,  on  his 
(sir  W.  Scott's)  absence  from  the  House. 
The  fact  was,  that  he  did  not  think  it 
likely  that  any  discussion  could  arise  in 
that  stage  of  the  Bill.  If  he  had  foreseen 
the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence,  he 
would  have,  spared  the  hon.  gentleman 
the  performance  of  that  part  of  his  public 
duty.  There  were  other  insinuations 
which  the  hon.  member  for  Bedford  had 
chosen  to  throw  out  with  respect  to  him ; 
and  one  was,  that  he  had  taken  the  Bill 
out  of  the  hands  of  a  worthy  and  hon« 
gentleman.  He  confessed  that  he  thought 
his  character  and  conduct  in  that  House 
would  have  saved  him  from  st>ch  an  im- 
putation. Tbe  iact  wiis,  that  the  Bill  in- 
troduced by  that  hon.  person  (for  whom 
he  had  the  highest  respect,  and  whom  he 
met  on  terms  of  great  intimacy)  had  for 
•its  sole  object  to  relieve  tbe  clergy. from 
prosecutions  under  the  Act  of  Henry  8. 
That  boo.  penyon  expressed  a  dtsincftinf^^ 
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tion^  render  bis  measure  a  prospective 
one,  and  it  was  on  that  accoant  he  (sir  W. 
Scott)  bad  adopted  it.  He  coald  assure 
the  bon.  member,  that  he  bad  not  contem<* 
plated  the  task  without  feelings  of  the 
greatest  dismay,  knowing  the  difficulties 
which  attended  it, -and  which  arose,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  but 
from  the  contending  opinions  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  it.  In  proceeding  witb 
the  undertaking,  he  was  not  disappointed 
in  his  expectation  of  strong  opposition— 
an  opposition  so  strong,  as  to  induce  bim 
in  many  instances  to  adopt  the  views  of 
others,  although  they  were  extremely  re« 
pognant  to  his  own  judgment.  Without 
meaning  to  disclaim  his  own  share  of  the 
measure,  be  could  assure  the  bon.  gentle- 
man that  the  Bill  did  contain  clauses,  not 
less  in  hostility  to  his  own  opinions,  than 
they  could  possibly  be  to  those  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  himself.  But  the  maUer  had 
been  reduced  to  a  question  of  discretion ; 
and  it  had  remained  for  him  to  determine 
only,  whether  to  proceed  wUh  the  Bill  so 
altered,  or  to  expose  the  clergy  to  the  pro- 
secutions pending  against  them.  When 
lie  said  thni,  however,  be  did  entertain  a 
hope  that  the  incoaveniencies  which  the 
clersy  might  eiqperience  from  some  parts 
of  the  Bill,  might  be  balanced  and  reme- 
died by  the  securities  afforded  them  in  the 
other  parts.  He  understood  that  the  hon, 
member  bad  intimated  that  he  (sir  W. 
Soott)  had  chaunted  the  praises  of  the 
Bill.  He  was  certain  that  neither  the 
hon.  member  nor  any  other  person  had 
heard  him  do  so,  either  in  public  or  in 
private.  The  responsibility  for  the  regu- 
lations which  the  Bill  might  contain  when 
paMed  into  a  law  rested,  not  with  the  in- 
aividoal  by  whom  it  was  proposed,  but 
witb  the  legislature  by  whom  it  was  ulti- 
mately estaUisbed. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  expressed  bis  regret  that 
.jthe  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  should 
have  felt  any  uneasiness  in  consequence  of 
-what  bad  rallen  from  him  yesterday.  If 
the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  been 
absent  yesterday  on  private  business,  or 
on  an  emergency,  and  intended  to  be  pre- 
sent at  all  the  other  stages  of  the  measure, 
then  be  also  regretted  that  Jie  had  made 
the  observations  which  he  had  made  in  the 
bon.'  and  learned  gentleman's  absence. 
But  if  by  those .  observations  be  had 
awakened  the  slumbering  attention  of  the 
.  hon.  aYid  learned  gentleman  to  the  subject, 
he  waa  persuaded  that  he  had  done  a  great 
public  service.    In  saying  that  the  hon. 


and  learned  gentleman  had  taken  the  Bill 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  late  member  ibr 
Somersetshire,  he  by  no  means  meant  any 
improper  imputation.  For  the  perform- 
ance of  that  which  a  private  man  found 
impracticable,  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleipan  was  then,  as  now,  selected.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  admitted  that 
he  bad  always  conceived  the  task  a  diffi* 
cult  one,  and  that  he  still  found  it  so.  He 
even  allowed,  that  he  had  been  compelled 
to  introduce  clauses  into  the  Bill  which  he 
himself  considered  objectionable.  Whe- 
ther, however,  any  objectionable  or  am* 
biguous  clauses  were  or  were  not  the  pro- 
positions of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man,  he  was  equally  bound  to  come  dowa 
and  afford  to  the  House  the  assistance  of 
his  great  learning  and  abilities,  in  order 
that,  to  the  evils  which  were  dreaded,  as 
adequate  a  remedy  as  possible  should  be 
provided.  Another  reason  why  he  ex- 
pected the  presence  ,of  the  bon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  in  every  stage  of  the  mea- 
sure was,  that  if  the  Bill  should  be  carried 
into  operation,  and  all  the  clergymen  sub- 
jected to  the  penalties,  and  to  be  pursued 
by  the  informers  as  the  Bill  authorised^ 
there  had  nev^,  existed  a  situation  or  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  church  establish- 
ment had  been  so  much  endangered  by 
the  certain  degradation  and  ruin  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  inferior  clergy.  As  on 
other  occasions  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  thought  the  church  in  danger, 
and  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  it  was  not,  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  did  not  fail  to 
attend  and  to  speak  to  the  question ;  so 
on  this  occasion  when  the  church  was  in 
real  danger,  and  many  of  its  members  ex- 
posed to  the  horror  of  being  dragged  to  a 
prison,  he  conceived  the  attendance  and 
exertions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man peculiarly  desirable*  There  was  an 
open  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  talents  and  aUaiur 
ments,  and  he  could  not  do  a  more  emi- 
nent public  service  than  by  occupying  it. 
Every  day  the  grossest  hardships  among 
the  clergy  were  to  be.met  with,  either  in 
print,  in  manuscript,  or  orally.  It  apr 
peared,  if  the  statemenUof  the  clergymen 
were  true,  that  Mr.  Wright  had  entrapped 
some  of  them  into  a  situation  of  diffi- 
culty for  which  there  was  no  remedy ; 
and  had  threatened,  unless  they  compro- 
mised with  him  for  a  large  sum  of  money, 
to  take  such  measures  as  must  ruip  them 
for  life.  He  denied  that  he  had  ever  said, 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
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«^a«ited"^ht  praiies  df  ike  Bill ;  and 
rtjpeated  bit  regret,  that  what  he  luid  yeB->  i 
terday  felt  it  to  be  his  d«ty  to  obaer?e» 
hflid  giren  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
80  maich  uneasiness. 

The  Bill  was  ihea  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday. 

CoMMiTTBi  OP  Supply.]  On  the  mo- 
lion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply. 

The  Chancdlor  qf  ihe  Exche^Mer  rose,  in 
parsuadce  of  his  notice,  to  propose  that 
there  should  be  granted  an  additional  two 
millions,  on  account  of  the  army  extra* 
ordinaries;  Making,  with  three  millions 
formerly  granted,  the  sum  of  five  millions. 
This  sum  was  much  beneath  what  would 
be  required  for  the  service  of  the  curreit 
year*  The  sums  voted  for  the  service  of 
last  year  amounted  to  nine  millions;  and 
the  sums  required  Ibis  year  would  not  cer- 
tainly be  less.  This  grant,  he  hoped, 
would  not  now  be  opposed ;  as  opportu- 
nities would  afterwards  arise  for  discus- 
sion, when  ministers  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  couae  again  befons  parliament. 

Mr.  Tkrney  could  not  help  lamenting 
that  a  necessity  should  exist  for  bringing 
ibrvtatti  the  presunt  demand,  m  it  was 
plttCtng  the  House  In  a  very  awkward  si* 
tuatron.  The  House  had  now  met)  af^ 
two  long  adjournments.  When  tke  first 
adjournment  was  proposed  by  his  Ma« 
jeMy's  minister^,  it  was  unanimouiBly  agreed 
to.  They  had  previously  obtained  from 
tbe  House,  grants  to  the  extent  of  not  leas 
than  S5  millions.-^ Wfren  the  House  again 
met,  they  «^eve  calfed  upon  bv  his  royal 
highness  the  PrfMe  Regent,  wAhcmt  any 
Assigned  reason,  to  adjourn  for  another 
lun^  period.  And  now,  whisn  they  wore 
again  met,  without  being  informed  of  the 
present  state  of  aHlklrs,  or  what  had  been 
tiont  with  the  ftums  which  the  House  hud 
untrusted  to  the  mana^g;wnent  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's rainisters,  tbey  were  caUed  on  for 
other  two  millions,  if  this  matter  tsould 
be  postponed  for  a  few  days,  till  the  House 
should  know  what  had  been  done  with  the 
sums  already  voted,  it  would  be  to  him 
personally  agreeable ;  for  the  present 
grant  Would  be  nothing  lesa  than  giving  his 
aandtion  to  tbe  prosecution  of  the  War, 
without  knowing  the  pHnciples  on  whkb 
that  war  was  carried  on-^^-wbetber  tboee 
Klhich  were  avowed  «t  the  openmg  of  the 
present  session  were  still  adhered  to,  or 
whethar  a  different  eyatem   bad   baen 
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adopted*  This  was  ma)cinf  the  House  tho 
mere.  pack*horse  of  the  Treasury.  He 
wished,  therefore,  this  matter  could  be 
postponed  fi>r  souse  time  longer,  till  it 
should  be  convenient  lor  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  give  the  information  he  6t* 
sired.  He  should  otherwise  be  recogoiz* 
ing^  that  the  Si  millions  hmi  been  preperly 
spent,  and  giving  bis  consent  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  an  additional  two  millioitt. 

The  CkaHceUar  qf  the  Exch^qner  said,  if 
it  was  unpleasant  to  the  House  to  grant 
such  large  sums  of  money,  without  being 
supplied  with  the  information  whreh  was 
now  demanded  by  the  rtghix  ban.  gentle-* 
man,  it  was  much  more  unploasantto  those 
who  came  forward  to  ask  the  House  to  re* 
pose  a  confidence  in  them  to  sudh  an  ex* 
tout.  The  right  hon.  gentUman  had  led 
the  HoQse  into  an  error,  in  suting  that  tha 
grants  already  made  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  35  millions.  In  this  sum  would  be  in* 
eluded  the  sums  voted  for  the  service  -of 
the  Navy  and  Exchequor  bills*  [No,  said 
Mr.  Tiemey.]  The  right  han.  gentleman 
would,  be  believed,  md  it  hard  otherwise 
to  niake  up  his  35  millions. 

Mr.  Tiertuy  said,  the  right  ban.  guntlev 
man  would  find,  if  he  put  together  all  the 
sums  wbich  had  been  voted  for  the  servica 
of  the  army  and  navy,  they  would  amount 
to  no  less  than  what  he  had  stated.  Would 
the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  say,  that  the  auma 
already  granted  had  all  been  applied  in 
the  way  M>fN>fnted  to  be  dope  by  the 
House?  He  did  not  wish  at  present  to 
provoke  any  debate.  He  had  to  repeat, 
that  35  millions  had  already  been  votod 
in  supply,  without  taking  into  account 
the  sum  voted  to  pay  ^cheqver  bills. 
The  right  hoU.  gentleman  had  statml  one 
thing,  at  which,  he  conias8ed>  be  was 
rather  anrprised  ;  that  it  was  more  painful 
for  him  to  ask  money,  than  ier  the  Com- 
mons to  grant  it.  He  could  not  but 
confess  that  that  was  aomething  new. 
Wh«n  the  former  sonsa  bad  be«n  granted, 
he  knew  the  principles  which  were  then 
professed  by  bis  Majesty's  government; 
but4ie  did  not  know  what  views  might 
hare  been  since  taken.  He  wished,  there^ 
f»re,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
postpone  this  gUint  till  it  should  be  con- 
venient to  eoane- before' the  House,  and 
explain  the  system  upon  which  the  war 
was  to  be  conducted  during  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

The  C^fuxUmr  qfthe  Eiekequer  ehwerved, 
that  if  he  had  had  35  millions  voted,  with- 
out any  controal  as  to  its  partioular  appU- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9BS] 


aJmMQfce$m. 


et^oB,  tlwre  w^uld  have  bfan  no  BtceMiijr 
for  coming  forwaid  at  fveaaBt  lo  aak  Ibit 
Mm.  No  minister  of  tbe  crown  oMid 
apply  to  the  service  of  the  army  maney 
whfob  had  been  expressly  Teeed  for  the 
service  of  the  navy,  or  vio$  mum. 

Mr.  TUbficy  asked,  if  he  was  to  nader- 
sUnd,  that  no  money  which  was  voted  for 
•oe  service  conld  he  afterwards  applied  to 
another,  and  a|  a  fotore  period  repaid  ? 

The  OkmcfUor  if  Ab  E;nhequcr  said, 
that  no  great  branch  of  the  supply  ceuld 
be  so  applied. 

Mr.  Hmkmon  said,  the  servaats  of  the 
Cfown  had  never  been  considered  as  at 
liberty  to  take  tbe  navy  money  Ua  amy 
services,  or  tbe  money  voted  for  tbe  anny 
for  the  servioe  of  the  navy.  In  point  of 
lact»  however,  no  money  had  Isyit  year 
boe»'  Bp^ed  for,  on  account  of  the  army 
extraevdinaries,  till  a  moch  later  period 
than  this.  It  woald  have  been  more  be* 
coming,  perhaps,  to  have  asked  a  forther 
grant  on  accoont  of  tbe  ordinary  services 
of  the  army,  and  to  have  applied  part  of 
it  to  the  extraordinary  services* 

The  question  was  then  put,  thai  two 
■Mlliens  shoeld  he  granted  for  the  extra* 
ordinary  services  of  tbe  army  for  1814.--* 
Agreed  to. 

Other  sums  were  thcreaf^r  voted,  which 
will  be  accnrately  detailed  en  the  bring* 
tng  up  of  tbe  report* 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Monday,  March  28. 

SxcBxauxa  Bsllsi]  In  a  Committee 
of  fiopply,  it  was  resolved  on  a  motion  of 
tbe  Cbanceller  of  tbe  Exeheqoer,  that  a 
sdm  not  exeeedino^  1,900,000/.  be  granted 
for  discharging  interest  en  Exchequer 
Bitti ;  and  that  5290,000/.  for  Exchequer 
Billi,  and  10,000/.  for  Dehentoret,  (making 
in  ell  900,000/.),  be  paid  to  the  Bank  of 
EngUod»  on  account  of  tbe  Commissioners 
for  the  redQGtio&t>f  the  National  Debt. 

Coxx>iaAL  Offices  Bill.]  The  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  being  moved, 

Mn  Mrownc  said,  though  unaware  of  tbe 
necessity  of  this  Bill,  or  that  tbe  regula* 
tioae  f>roposed  by  it  would  render  tbe 
principle  of  the  Act  of  tbe  22nd  of  the 
King  more  eecrure  and  operative,  be  was 
very  nnwilling  to  oppose  a  Bill  that  merely 
professed  to  compel  penonal  discharge  of 
official  duty ;  convinced  as  be  was  of  the 
necessity,  and  tbe  highly  beneficial  cons0* 
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quences  gf  that  policy*  But  this  Bill  ap* 
peered  to.  bare  other  objec^U  in  view,  or 
to  effi^  oilier  objiecia,  though  possibly 
not  intei^ed ;  aa4  therefore  ut  could  not 
refrain  from  sayipg  a  fow  words.  The 
Act  of  the  21/Qd  of  the  King  was  not 
merely  nnexeeptienably  beneficial,  but  it 
was  substantial  and  sufficient  for  its  pur* 
pose.  The  violation  of  it  was  not  owing 
to  weiu' of  reflation,  hot  to  want  of  firm* 
ness  in  Us  Mi^^y's  government ;  net» 
bowever,  in  the  pi^Moni  administration* 
but  former  ones*  The  violations  w^re  not 
merely  connived  aiU  but  devised,  by  the 
apposnUnent  of  certain  persons  to  high 
official  situations  in  tbe  colonies,  who,  at 
tbe  time  they  were  ao  appointed,  were 
never  intended  to  discbarge  the  duties  of 
their  si^iaiions.  He  did  not  mean  to  in* 
volve  the  individuals  so  apnoinled  in  any 
blame.  They  were  men  of  character  and 
talent^  eminently  suited  for  any  public  si* 
tuation,  and  be  had  so  much  respect'^  f^ 
them ;  tbat  be  would  not  even  make  tbe 
allusion  if  it  would  hurt  their  fceiingf* 
But  though  they  were  justified  in  accept* 
ing,  those  who  gave  them  thoae  places 
violated  the  Act,  and  compromised  the 
intemsts  of  the  colonies  to  their  own  ne- 
cessities and  desires.  If  they  bad  aOed 
with  a  sincere  intendon  to  cany  tbe  Act 
into  effect,  and  bad  recalled  a  gorernor 
who  bad  abused  tbe  power  of  granting 
leave,  such  a  step  woald  have  been  a^ 
greater  check  to  any  deviations  from  the 
Act  than  all  the  regulations  in  the  world ; 
bet  he  obiefly  objected  to  tbe  last  clause 
of  the  Act,  wbich,  by  legalising  the  ap« 
pointments  so  illegally  made,  or  made 
C4^ary  to  tbe  spirit  of  the  Act  of  the  22od, 
placed  the  legislature  in  a  situation  of  in# 
consistency.  He  dwelt  upon  the  effect  of 
this  clause,  as  intending  to  cover  the  vio* 
lations  of  the  former  Act ;  and  concluded 
witb  a  hope,  that,  if  it  was  so  intended, 
parliament,  in  justice  to  the  immortal 
statesman  (tbe  late  Ht.  Burke)  from  whose ' 
profound  knowledge  and  pnre  ^tem  of 
moral  duty  the  Bill  proceeded,  would  not 
countenance  the  means  of  evading  that 
system  of  improvement  whidi  it  was  the 
object  of  his  heart  to  effect ;  and  in  tbe 
accomplishment  of  whioh  be  had  raised  a 
lasting  and  imperishable  daim  on  the 
affections  and  the  gratitude  of  bis  ceun* 
try. 

Mr*  OjouUmm  begged  to  inform  tfa^  hon. 
gentleman,  that  he  was  aaistaken  in  sup- 
posing oofonial  appointments  to  have  been 
made  in  defiance  of  the  Act    Tbey  were 
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usually  granted  not  by  patent,  bat  by 
commission.  This  might  l)e  called  an 
evasion,  but  he  thought  it  hardly  deserved 
fuch  a  character.  Whatever  might  be 
thought  on  this  subject,  he  apprehended 
the  Hon.  gentleman  could  not  wish  to 
complain  of  this  Bill,  because  it  went  to 
make  evasion  impossible.  The  provision 
objected  to  in  the  last  clause  was  support* 
ed  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke  himself; 
as  he,  when  regulating  patent  offices,  iiad 
thought  it  unfit  to  touch  existing  interests. 
On  the  same  principle  he,  in  bringing  in 
this  Bill,  bad  thought  those  whose  services 
bad  been  rewarded  by  appointments  under 
warrant  or  commission,  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed.  It  was  proper  to  be  stated, 
that  the  noble  lord  presiding  over  the  co- 
lonial department  had  not  granted  an  ap- 
pointment by  patent  without  enforcing 
the  clause  of  residence. 

Mr.  Crcevey  did  not  think  the  present 
Bill  a  suitable  remedy  for  the  grievance 
complained  of ;  which  was,  that  persons 
residing  here  held  situations  in  the  colo- 
nies of  great  emolument  and  trust,  while 
they  had  others  to  do  all  the  duty  for 
them.  The  principle  upon  which  the 
House  ought  to  go  was,  to  save  to  the 
public  the  money  thrown  away  upon 
duties  thus  discharged.  The  precedent  that 
be  would  take  for  any  act  of  this  kind  was 
the  22Dd  of  his  present  Majesty.  He 
would  put  one  case  which  occurred  since 
the  passing  of  this  Act  He  would  ask, 
whether  the  place  granted  to  sir  Evan 
Nepean  was  a  patent  place,  or  one  granted 
by  commission?  It  was  a  pl^ce  which 
brought  in  2,500/.  a  year.— If  he  had  it 
by  patent,  it  was  a  violation  of  the  22od 
of  the  King,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to 
bold  it,  as  he  did,  without  personal  attend- 
ance. The  vendue  master  of  Malta  was, 
be  believed,  also  a  patent  place,  and  the 
duties  of  it  were  not  performed  by  the 
person  who  held  It.  Mr.  John  King  was 
naval  master  of  Jamaica,  with  a  salary  of 
1,600/.  a  year.  He  was  appointed  in 
1796.  Was  this,  he  would  ask,  a  patent 
place,  or  one  granted  by  commission } 
This  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  22nd  of 
bis  Majesty.  But  these  were  not  the  only 
persons  who  held  places  in  the  colonies, 
the  duties  of  which  they  did  not  discharge. 
Lord  Braybrook,  and  the  Messrs.  Wind- 
hams,  held  places  in  Jamaica  for  52  years, 
which  they  never  filled— one  was  provost* 
marshal,  the  other  two  were  secretaries.*  If, 
indeed,  ihey  had  been  sent  over  at  two  years 
of  age,  when  they  ob^ned  the  places, 
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there  was  ev^ry  reason  to  believe  that  the 
duties  could  not  be  well  performed ;  they 
would  be  much  better  executed  by  de- 
pOty.— -He  did  not  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  duties  of  those  places  were 
performed :  what  he  complained  of  was, 
that  such  places  should  be  at  all  allowed' 
to  exist.  The  truth  was,  that  the  House 
passed  an  Act  last  session,  by  which  such 
offices  as  were  filled  by  deputy  were  abo- 
lished. The  persons  holding  them  should 
be  compelled  to  resign,  and  not  to  reside. 

Mr.  Morryatt  approved  of  the  Bill.  He 
thought  the  House  and  the  country  ought 
to  be  obliged  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Goulburn)  who  brought  it  forward. 

Mr*  Stepfien  should  not  think  he  per- 
formed his  duty  if  he  did  not  rise  to  second 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Marryatt).  The  Bill  would^ 
he  was  convinced,  tend  to  raise,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  resident  white  inhabitants  of 
the  colonies.  Even  in  this  view  it  waa 
important.  With  respect  to  what  had 
been  thrown  out  relative  to  the  manner  of 
granting  such  places,  it  could  not  apply 
to  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  bead  oi  the 
colonial  department.  His  principle  of 
conduct  while  he  held  that  situation, 
was,  to  withhold  his  patroqage  from  all 
places  in  the  colonies,  except  upon  the 
condition  of  residence.  This  he  could  as« 
sert  upon  his  own  knowledge.  He  would 
not  admit,  that  every  appointment  in  the 
colonies,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  al- 
luded to,  was  illegal  without  the  condition 
of  residence.  If  the  law  applied  to  the 
particular  cases,  there  was  no  possible  way 
of  evading  it ;  and  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Browne)  knew  of  any  places  given 
contrary  to  the  law,  it  was  his  duty  to 
declare  the  abuse,  and  to  endeavour  to 
punish  such  as  were  guilty  of  it.  The 
22nd  of  the  King  related  only  to  patent 
places;  it  had  no  reference  to  such  as 
were  granted  by  commission.  Nor  did 
he  think  with  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Creevey),  that  persons  holding  their 
places  by  commission  should  be  deprived 
of  them.  They  were  vested  rights^  As 
to  personal  responsibility  in  the  colonies, 
it  was  a  perishable  commodity.  It  would 
be  unjust  thus  to  take  such  rights  away. 
Tlie  Bill  did  not  touch  upon  existing 
rights. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  it  v^as  impossible 
to  look  at  the  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion, without  seeing  that  there  was  a  gross 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  law  with  re* 
spect  ta  the  colonies.    He  should  he  mucb 
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better  piesied  if  it  vftre  a  Bill  to  regulate 
offices  abroad  generally. 

Mr.  WhUbread  would  trouble  the  House 
with  a  ?ery  few  words,  in  consequence 
•f  what  bad  fallen  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleiMui  (Mr.  Steplien.)«-When  persons 
wore  in  possession  of  patent  offices,  their 
rights  were  certatoly  reserved  in  cases  of 
this  kind;^  but  be  most  protest  against 
the  doctrine  delivered  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mn  Stephen),  that  those  were 
▼ested  riflhts  which  were  never  considered 
eiicb.  llie  Bill,  he  said,  did  not  interfere 
with  vested  rights ;  but  places  granted  by 
commission  were  not  vested*  This  was 
the  firs(  time  he  heard  vested  rights  ex- 
leaded  so  far.  If  the  honourable  gentle^ 
nan  spoke  thus  through  mistake,  he  was 
glad  that  he  affbrded  him  this  opportu* 
nity  of  correcting  ^himself ;  but  he  must 
protest  against  the  doctrine,  particularly 
as  the  last  clause  of  this  Bill  was  involved 
in  it.  He  willingly  joined  in  the  praises 
of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  colo- 
nies, for  putting  a  clause  of  residence  in 
the  grant  of  colonial  offices.  It  was  said, 
that  personal  responsibility  was  a  perish- 
able commodity  in  the  colonies.  It  would 
appear,  that  they  took  all  means  of  avoid- 
ing it ;  for  they  only  sent  out  the  grafts, 
and  kept  the  stock  at  home.  But  if  they 
went  out  there,  he  could  not  see  any 
means  of  their  avoiiling  responsibility.  If 
sir  Evan  Nepean,  for  example,  filled  his 
place  there  personally,  and  not  by  deputy, 
what  means  could  he  have  of  avoiding  re- 
sponsibility ?  The  Bill  ought  to  be  watch- 
ed in  the  committee ;  and  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (IV^r.  Goulburn)  bond  Jidc  intended 
ibe  Bill  for  good  purposes^  he  deserved 
commendation  and  support. 

Mr.  Stephen  rose  to  explain.  He  could 
Dot,  he  said,  but  consider  it  as  a  violation  of 
justice  to  deprive  a  man»  without  cause,  of 
an  office  granted  even  by  commission.  He 
Md  an  office  granted,  not  by  patent,  but 
for  liils,  or  during  good  behaviour ;  yet  be 
sbootd  think  it  unjust  to  be  deprived  of  it 
without  canse.  What  a  person  held  for 
lifef  he  coiMidered  as  an  interest  vested  in 
him.  It  wan  in  that  sense  he  used  the 
expressieiis  allnded  ta 

Mr.  Whithtmd  aaWI,  he  was  glad  the 
boa»  centleman  had  been  so  explicit^  as 
ihe  House  had  an  opportunity  of  forming 
a  jBd|;aMdt  of  the  oafore  of  his  sitoation* 
Notwithstanding  the  diiadvantages  of  his 
office,  howe^ver,  he  appMhended  it  would 
be  as  difflciUft  to  |^t  btoi  out  of  tt»  as  his 
friends  had  found  it  to  get  him  io. 
(VOL.  XXVII.) 


The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time» 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Thurs- 
day. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  CoMMITTEB  OF  SuP- 

PLT.]  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  following  Reso* 
lutions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
two  millions,  be  granted  to  his  Mi^esty, 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  services 
of  the  army  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
for  the  year  1814. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  two  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  his  Maiesty,  on  ac^ 
count,  for  defraying  the  charga  of  the 
commissary  in  chief's  department,  for  the 
year  1814,  exclusive  of  any  purchases  of 
specie* 

S.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  56,8827. 
I4f.  5d.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for 
paying  off  and  discharging,  on  the  5th 
day  of  April  1814,  certain  annuities  grant* 
ed  by  two  Acts  of  the  37 th  and  42d  years 
of  bis  present  Majesty ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or 
other  deduction  whatsoever. 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,6731 
17«.  be  granted  to  his  Miyesty,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor  French  refugee  clergy,  for 
the  year  1814;  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  4,500(. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  Uie  relief 
of  the  poor  French  refugee  laity,  for  the 
year  1814;  and  that  the  said  sum  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,37611 
9«.  Id.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  towards 
making  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grant 
of  1813,  for  defraying  the  expence  of 
printing  bills,  reports,  and  other  papers, 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  dur- 
ing  the  last  session. 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  93,594f. 
Ij.  Sd,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  de« 
fray  the  expence  attending  tM  confining, 
maintaining,  and  employiag^  coVPicts  at 
home,  for  the  year  1814. 

a.  That  a  sum,  not  exceedio|p  1,978/. 
6#.  9d!.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grant  of 
1813,  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  incurred  for  prosecutions  relating 
to  the  coin  of  this  kingdom. 

9.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  lg987/. 
18f.  2d.  be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  to  de* 

(2B) 
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fray  the  charge  incurred  in  April  1813,  in 
ihe  purchase  of  grain  and  potatoes  con- 
veyed to  theShetland  Islands  for  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  inhabitants  there;  and 
that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  with- 
out any  fee-  or  other  deduction  whatso- 
ever. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5,092/. 
45.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  discharge, 
ih  the  year  1 81  i,  the  arrears  due  to  the  seve- 
ral tradesmen  for  works  done  at  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  and  the  Speaker's  house, 
from  Michaelmas  1800  to  the  5th  day  of 
January  1812;  and  that  the  said  sum*  be 
issued  and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other 
deduction  whatsoever. 

1 1 .  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  10,000/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  carrying  on, 
in  the  year  1814,  the  improvements  of 
Holyhead  harbour ;  and  that  the  said  sum 
be  issued  and  paid  without  any  fee '  or 
other  deduction  whatsoever. 

12.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  39,780/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  pay  one 
year's  interest  to  the  10th  day  of  October 
1814,  on  the  sum  raised  by  debentures  in 
pursuance  of  two  Acts  of  the  5Sd  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  annuities 
to  satisfy  certain  Exchequer  bills,  and  for 
raising  money  by  debentures,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  the  said 
sum  be  issued  and  pkid  without  any  fee 
or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

13.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,500/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  applied 
by  the  society  called  The  Refuge  for  the 
Destitute  in  support  of  that  institution; 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

Clekgy  Residence  Bill]  Mr.  Bathurtt 
.  thoved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House 

resolving  into  a  committee  on  this  Bill. 

In  making  this  motion,  he  begged  to  state 

to  the  House,  that  ii)  consequence  of  what 

he  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  when  he 

moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 

permanent  relief  of  the  clergy,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  attorney  of  the 

informer,  Mr.  Wright;   in  which  he  was 

accused  of  having,  in  the  statements  which 

he  then  made,  prejudiced  Mr.  Wright's 

interests.     The  part  of  his  speech  which 

seemed  to  have  given  most  offence  was, 

that  in  which  he  stated,  that  an  action  had 

been  brought  against  one  gentleman  for 

penalties  which  amounted  to  15,816/.  this 
-gentleman  having,  in  fact,  invariably  re- 
sided on  one  or  other  of  the  livings  which 


be  happened  to  bold.^  Mr,  Wright's  at- 
torney stated,  that  this  observation,  al-' 
though  true  in  fact,  was  not  true  in  sab- 
stance ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  law  re* 
quired  that  the  damages  should  be  laid  at 
that  sum,  nominally,  the  real  sum  sought 
to  be  recovered  was  but  3,083/*  subject  to 
deductions,  which  would,  no  doubt,  be 
made  to  a  considerable  extent  In  the 
whole  of  this  gentleman's  correction,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  attempted  to  refute  the 
real  essence  of  the  observations  which  had 
been  made ;  which  was,  that  the  person 
against  whom  the  action  had  been  com* 
menced,  had,  in  truth,  invariably  resided 
on  one  or  other  of  his  livings,  and  had  only 
been  guilty  of  neglecting  to  notify  to  his 
bishop  on  which  he  had  resided.  Whe* 
ther  the  sum  ivas  15.816/.  or  3,683/.  was  a 
matter  of  no  importance* 

The  Bill  was  then  committed,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

State  of  Gaols  in  London  and  South- 
WARK.]  Mr.  Eden  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
notice,  to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  atate  of  the 
gaol  of  Newgate,  and  the  Poultry,  Giltspur 
street,  Ludgate  and  Borough  compters ; 
and  to  report  their  observations  thereupon, 
together  with  any  improvement  which 
may  be  practicable  therein:  in  doing 
which  he  observed,  that  after  what  had 
been  said  on  this  subject  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now  to 
make  any  remarks  whatever. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Alderman  Atkvu  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  as- 
signed  some  reason  for  this  motion.  He 
was  aware,  that  when  the  subject  was  last 
before  the  Hoos^,  the  gaols  in  question  were 
in  a  very  crowded  state,  both  the  debtors 
and  felons  being  extrepiely  numerous. — 
Since  that  period,  however,  another  gaol, 
in  which  the  city  proposed  to  place  all  the 
debtors,  had  been  building,  and  was  now 
in  a  very  forward  state.  His  Majesty's 
ministers  too  had  taken  every  tueans  in 
their  power  to  thin  the  crowd  with  which 
Newgate  bad  been  filled,  by  removing  to 
another  situation  all  those  convicts  who 
had  received  judgment.  This  being  the 
case,  and  every  necessary  precaution  hav- 
ing in  fact  fcieen  taken  to  remedy  the 
evils  complained  of,  he  could  have  hoped 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not,  by  the 
motion  which  he  had  made*  have  con- 
veyed an  indirect  censure  on  the  magis* 
tracy  of  London. 
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Mr,  Alderman  C:  8ndth  also  expressed 
his  surprise  that  the  hon.  gentleman  should 
haTe  inftroduced  bis  motion  without  gif  insr 
some  reason  to  the  House,  which  would 
justify  them  in  adopting  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Eden  said,  he  could  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  assigning  a  reason  for  his  motion. 
The  papers,  for  which  he  had  moTed  sdme 
time  ago,  contained  a  catalogue  of  the 
grievances  under  which  the  prisons  to 
which  be  alluded  laboured.  From  these 
h  appeared,  that  the  women  were  without 
clothing,  and  frequently  without  bedding; 
and  it  ^rther  appeared,  that  the  whole  of 
the  gaols  were  crowded  to  an  extent  truly 
uncomfortable.  Since  that  period  he  had 
himself  Yistted  those  prisons,  and  found 
full  scope  for  the  humane  interposition  of 
the  legislature.  He  found  that  great  neg- 
lect bad  subsisted  in  the  management  of 
those  receptacles  of  the  unfortunate,  and 
more  paclicularly  in  a  prison  in  another 
place,  he  meant  that  in  the  Borough ;  be- 
yond this  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
state.  He  had  no  wish  whatever  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  the  magistrates  of  the 
city  of  London ;  nor  did  he  apprehend 
that  any  reflection  on  them  could  be  con* 
veyed  by  his  motion.  Indeed,  when  he 
first  introduced  the  subject  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House,  the  gentlemen  who 
represented  the  city  gave  their  most  hearty 
acqtiiescence  to  the  investigation  he  sought. 
Why  they  were  now  disposed  to  secede 
Ifom  that  acquiescence  he  was  at  a  toss  to 
imagine. 

Sir  William  Curiis  was  far  from  wishing 
to  shrink  from  the  enquiry  proposed ; 
convinced,  as  he  was,  that  the  conduct  of 
the  magistracy  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
of  the  persons  -  connected  ^itb  the  gaols 
alluded  to,  would,,  on  investigation,  prove 
highly  creditable  to  themselves.  The 
gaols,  it  was  true,  had  been  crowded  in  a 
manner  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  un- 
happy persons  who  were  confined ;  but 
every  means  had  been  taken  to  lessen  that 
hardship;  and  the  moment  the  sheriffs 
heard  that  the  females  were  without  cloth- 
ing and  bedding,  they  entered  into  a  con- 
tract for  the  procuration  of  every  thing  that 
was  necessary. — (Mr.  Whitbread  here 
cried,  **  Aye  !")— The  hon.  gentleman 
might  say  aye  !  but  the  hci  was  so ;  and 
he  defied  any  person  to  say  that  neelect 
or  inattention  was  imputable  to  any  of  the 
perseaa  under  whom  th^  prisoners  in  ques- 
tion had  been  placed. 
'  Sir/.  Show  ssAd,  that  he  for  one  ac- 
^aieaoad  in  the  nK>tioD,  bot  he  could  have 


wished  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  postponed 
bringing  it  forward  till  the  magistrates  of 
London  had  matured' the  plan  which  they 
had  in  view  for  remedying  the  evils  com- 
plainjed  of.  It  waS'in  their  contemplation 
to  build  a  new  prison  for  debtors,  by  which 
Newgate  and  Ludgate  would  be  much  re- 
lieved from  the  inconveniency  they  had 
lately  laboured  under  from  the  great  num- 
bers confined  in  them.  It  was  their  in- 
tention also  to  mak^  such  arrangements  as 
should  prevent  in  future  the  recurrence  of 
such  distresses  as  had  been  lately  expe- 
rienced. These  arrangements  were  next 
to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  two  chief  justices,  and 
the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer ;  and 
from  the  wisdom  of  their  united  judgment, 
little  doubt  could  be  entertained  but  the 
evils  complained  of  would  be  effectually 
done  away.  He  repeated,  therefore,  that 
it  would  have  been  better  if  the  hon«  gen- 
'  tieman  had  not  been  so  pressing  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  motion. 

Mr.  ff^^ftf^i expressed  his  surprise  that 
the  worthy  aldermen  should  have  found 
fault  with  his  hon.  friend  for  having 
brought  forward  the  present  motion ; 
especially  as  it  appeared  from  their  own 
declarations,  that  not  one  of  them  meant  to 
oppose  it.  He  was  still  more  surprised 
that  while  they  seemed  convinced  that  qo 
blame  whatever  was  imputable  to  the  ma- 
gistrates of  London,  they  should  appear  to 
feel  so  sore  at  what  his  hon.  friend  had 
said.  His  hon.  friend  had  moved  for  a 
paper  which  when  produced  rendered  it 
still  more  incumbent  on  him^  in  his  own 
mind,  to  take,  a  personal  view  of  the  gaol ; 
and  in  so  doing  he  had  found  it  more  par- 
ticularly his  duty  to  put  the  subject  into  a 
train  of  inquiry.  Nothingcould  be  more  can- 
did and  liberal  than  the  mode  in  which  his 
hon.  friend  had  proceeded.  He  had  ab- 
stained from  giving  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, andcontented  himself  with  barely  mov- 
ing fora  committee  to  make  enquiry  into  the 
case,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  House. 
The  hon.  baronet,  who  spoke  last,  bad 
wished  that  the  motion  should  have  been 
postponed  till  the  magistrates  of  London  had 
matured  the  plan  upon  which  it  was  their 
intention  to  act.  He  (Mr.  W.)  differed 
from  the  hon.  baronet  on  that  head*:  he, 
for  his  own  part,  would  rather  be  inclined 
to  look  into  things  as  they  were,  than  to 
wait  for  the  intentions  of  any  set  of  men 
whatever.  Where  evils  existed,  they  could 
not  too  soon  be  removed;  he  thought, 
therefore,  hit  hon.  friend,  had  acted  most 
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prudently  in  not  penniliiiig  $ny  Aulhtr 
delay  to  take  place* 

Tbe  questiofi  wat  then  agreed  to^  md 
tbe  committee  appointed ;  of  which  the 
four  city  members  were  lo  forai  a  part, 
and  five  to  be  a  <}Dorum. 

HOUSE  OF  LOBDS. 

Tuesday;  March  '29. 
.  The  royal  aisMit  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  Mr.  Grant's  Indemnity  Bill* 
and  tH'o  others.  The  commitsieiiers  were, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  earl  Cholmondeley 
and  lord  Walsingbam. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  29. 
CoLOMiAL  APPOII4TM9NT8.]  Mr.  Crtejpey 
rose  to  move  /or  copies  of  all  letters  patent, 
coQuuissions*  or  other  instruments*  in  vir* 
tue  of  which  appointmenu  had  been  made 
in  hi*  Majesty's  West  India  colonies,  and 
\^  Malu  and  Surinam.  In  doing  this  he 
did  not  expect  to  meet  with  any  opposi* 
lion.  He  should  shortly  pot  the  House  in 
possession  of  his  object :  whi^h  arose  out 
of  a  Bill  already  under  consideration^  and 
coincided  precisely  with  the  22d  of  the 
King,  enacted  in  1782,  and  vffiich ordered, 
that  all  holders  of  patent  places  in  the 
West  Indies,  graated  after  the  pasting  of 
that  Act,  should  become  resident.  The 
operation  of  this  law  was  not  oade  retro^ 
apective,  as  it  would  have  borne  with 
undue  severity  on  the  possessors  of  pre- 
existing places.  There  were  now  ia  his 
Majesty's  colonies  comprehending  those 
ac(iuired  bv  war,  100  offices.  Out  of 
these,  90  bad  been  granted  sii^e  the 
passing  of  the  Act  which  required  persaaal 
residence ;  a^d  yet  ii  waa  a  fact,  thait  not 
one  of  the  Oq  hoMers  of  these  places  reeided 
in  the  colonv  ia  which  his  appointmeni 
lay !  he  said  iwthing  of  the  10  who  held 
their  offices  belore  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
as  theirs  was  a  case  reserved;  neither  did 
he  wish  to  deprive  them  ojf  their  ptaces^  aa 
they  had  now  ei^yed  them  for  so  many 
Years,  without  any  oemiiiaint  from  the  in* 
habiunts  of  the  caloniea ;  hut  whfo  their 
ioterest  in  those  offices  sheutd  expire,  he 
wished  ()ie  state  to  take  the  profiu  arising 
from  them,  and  tp  transfer  them  into  the 
consolidated  fond.  Bat  he  wished  t«  in* 
i»rlere  «^ith  the  place*  gfanted  since  1 7^^ 
V  patent  placet.  the«  their  boMers  ih»uU 
waide  in  tl^e  West  Indies;   and  if  not 


Msgesty 's  pleasure,  or  im'glit  be  cupelled 
to  become  resident.  He  should  prefer^ 
however,  that  tjhe  House  should  abolish 
those  situations,  and  torn  their  profits  to 
tbe  service  of  the  state.  He  could  have 
wished  to  have  known  the  hon.  and 
learned  master  in  Chancery's  (Mr.  Ste«. 
phens')  further  views  on  that  subject.  Of 
those  which  that  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  had  lately  eiipressed,  he  much  disap* 
proved,  Ip  defence  of  the  preAeoded 
vested  right  in  places  granted  by  comopsn 
sion,  tbe  duties  of  which  were  ft^lfilled  by 
deputies  that  hon.  and  learned  member 
had  instanced  an  officer  in  tbe  army.  Qnt 
the  comparison  was  most  unfortunate  ;  foip 
if  an  officer  in  the  army  had  acted  aa  th# 
bolder  of  West  India  offices,  and  when 
the  war  broke  out,  and  his  regiment  waa 
ordered  on  foreign  sarvice,  he  remained 
at  hom«»  would  not  the  crown  take  aw«^ 
his  cemnussion  fir-em  bim«  and  give  it  te 
another  who  should  perform  its  duties? 
Even  the  leari^  master  in  Chancery 
himseJif,  if  he  should  go  to  another  comitry» 
and  never  come  near  his  office,  w<Nild  ne 
thiak  himseLf  duly  intitled  to  cootiave  ia 
the  receipt  of  its  profits }  The  first  obti«cV 
however^  which  the  papers  he  »ow  niAveci 
for  woMkl  enable  him  to  auaia,  would  h^ 
the  asoertaimiig  whether  the  officea  ia 
quMtioa  were  realty  patent  places  or  net* 
Oa  this  kaowledge  farther  proceedings 
.naight  be  founded.  As  those  papers  woahi, 
l>e  very  atMoerous^  be  bad  made  a  selectioB,' 
confining  himself  to  certain  officea  ia 
certain  colonies. 

He  thea  moved,  ''That  aa  humUle  Ad* 
dress  be  presented  to  his  royal  highness, 
the  Priace  itegent,  that  he  will  be  gra* 
ciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  belore  this  House,  Copies  of 
all  letters  paiebb  camnu8sioqs»  or  other 
inttruanenAs*  under  and  by  virtue  of  which 
the  aeveral  appoiatmeats  in  his  Majesty's 
ogientes  hereafter  mentioned  have  beea 
made;  vi^s.  the  right  hon.  sir  £van  Na* 
peaa*  hart,  as,  clerk  of  tbe  crowa  and 
peace  in  the  islaad  of  Jaoiaica,  and  aa 
chief  clerk  of  tbe  supreme  ceart  in  the 
same  istaod  ;  John  King  as  aaval  oAcer 
of  the  same  islaad;  air  ThoaMs  Ca^el  as 
secratfij,  re^strar,  and  receiver  genecid 
ofBerhice;  JohaAtigaiitQsSalUvaa»aasfrr 
c^alary,  rM^strar>  aaq  receiver  of  Oem^ 
ra«|R;  Chasles  GpaviUa  as  navai  officer  of 
Demerar^  imd  E^ie^iaho;  Charles  Ga^ 
villa  as  secretary,  refistraiv.  and  aiaik  af 
tha  caaAcil  af  tbe  MmA  of  Tobago^  lard 
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Croixj  Aocl  ts  harbour  ittitur  of  >ihe  taiiw ; 
Adam  Gordon  as  craoaga  ma^r  and 
gavgar  of  tbe  inland  of  Si.  Croix;  air 
Wanar  Jaoae^  b(^rt  a*  Tendoa  mastar  of 
Sonu^m;  air  James  Albol  Wood  as  Tendaa 
maaftar  of  Corafoa;  ibe  boa.  Mortoa 
Sdao  aa  vendue  matter  of  DaoDerara  and 
Esfequiho;  and  Robert  Ricbard  Wood  u 
Tondue  maater  of  tbe  i9)and  of  Malta/' 

Mr.  GiHMmm  wi»ba4  to  correct  an 
orror  inio  vbicb  tbe  hoD.genUeiAaD  bad 
fidleo,  ibroogh  wapt  of  ao£BcieQt  intimacy 
vitb  West  India  aSaira.  He  fooaaed  to 
iniagine^  tbat  a  aaving  to  tba  itata  wonld 
mriaa  from  tbe  confiscations  be  proposed ; 
whereas,  ta  Aict,  no  money  saved  by  the 
aiippression  of  ofl^s  coold  be  traos^rred 
into  tbe  oonaolidated  fund,  onless  tba  boo. 
gentleman  should  seoceed  in  periaading 
Ibe  assemblies  which  governed  the  severd 
islands  to  vote  that  money  exactly  in  tbe 
manner  be  wished.  He  certainly  did  not 
pretend  to  know  what  tbeir  santimania 
weald  be  on  that  subject;  bat  he  was  well 
aware,  that  those  assemblies  had  alwajra 
been  found  very  unwilling  to  admit  any 
external  interference  in  their  domestic 
concerns, 

•  Mr.  CrteHjf  explained.  His  great  ob- 
ject was  to  abolish  those  offices  ;  as  they 
were  places  of  patronage  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  instruments  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Qrmm  wished  the  consideration  of 
tbe  Colonial  Bill  le  be  pat  off  till  Tbunday, 
when  these  reioms  might  be  made. 

The  roocioo  was  then  pat  and  agreed  to, 
and  an  Address  ordered  to  be  presented 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  production 
of  tbe  papers. 

•  EVICTIONS  ExfbmosBhx.]  Mr.  Daifgias 
rase,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  tbe  more  of* 
fimtu^lly  preventiBtf  charge  and  expence 
m  the  elections  ot  mtsmbers  to  serve  in 
parliament.  The  bon.  member,  in  a  tone 
of  voice  scarcely  audible  in  the  gallery, 
IHToceeded  to  explain  the  nature  of  the 
xneasnre  be  waa  about  to  introduce.  Hia 
dl^ct  was,  to  restrict,  or  rather  to  prevent^ 
alM  payment  of  their  axpences  to  what 
w«re<alled  eot-f  otem,  aat  resident  in  the 
horongh  when  tbe  electiaa  took,  place. 
He  thought  that  same  apology  was  iu  the 
$rat  instance  aeceasapy ..  for  aa^iog  van* 
tared  to  andertalte  a  snbftct  of  such  great 
iasportance  la  ail  classes  of  tba  conaam 
nkyf^h  net  oalveqeently  Imppeaed^  thai 
while  the  alder  aad  more  enerieneed 
of  parliaaant  vera.Mly 


ployed  upon  quaationsof  political  economy 
that  aSacted  the  immediate  intisrests  of 
the  state,  younger  and  leas  able  banda 
were  in  a  sitnation  to  propose  some  altera* 
tion  in  lem  obvious  and  momentoui^ 
though  not  ultimately  less  important  sub* 
jects  of  legislation.  From  particular  cir* 
cumatances  tbat  it  was  unnecessary  to  de» 
tail^  his  attention  bad  bean  particularly 
directed  to  the  question  now  before  the 
House )  and  from  bis  connection  with  ia« 
dividoals  for  whose  judgment  he  enter* 
tained  high  respect^  he  bad  been  able  te 
procure  opinions  of  conaideraWe  valuer 
whiph,  be  hoped  be  might  add,  woald 
have  no  little  inSuence  pa  tbe  House  it* 
aelf.  Ul-fitted  as  be  was  to  accomplish 
tbe  task,  be  bad  devotisd  bis  utmost  attaa* 
tion  to  perform  it ;  and  ha  could  not  avokl 
taking  this  opportunity  of  expressing  Us 

rtitode  to  many  gentlemen  with  whom 
had  commonioated,  far  the  facilities 
they  had  affi»rded  bim ;  for  tbe  assistai^e 
tbey  had  given  him,  by  their  opinions  and 
advice;  and  by  the  indulgence  tbey  had 
shewn  to  his  comparative  incapacity^ 
which  had  emboldened  him  to  endeavour 
to  become  the  organ  of  this  amendment  of 
the  law.  There  was  one  objection  which 
would  be  likely  to  indispose  many  from 
giving  him  their  aid  in  tba  aceompKsh* 
meat  of  bis  design;  ha  mieant  tbe  an* 
willingness  that:  they  fait  to  innovate 
upon  established  practices.->*All  sjpecokt 
tive  rashness  in  the  pursuit  or  some 
doubtful  good,  or  in  the  .correction  of  some 
glimaaering  of  ahase,  he  was  most  anxioaa 
to  disclaim :  such  ap  impatatiea  couM 
not  be  laid  to  bis  charge ;  bat  there  was  a 
species  ef  refornw  which  was.  often  the 
very  opposite  to  innovation:  grooaded 
upon  old  and  established,  principles,  it 
proceeded  arith  caotioo,  never  vanturin| 
lo  move  without  calculating  apaa  the 
consequences,  whether  it  wvuldtead  more 
to  reaovate  the  old  and  excellent  system, 
or  to  encourage  and  augaieat  tbe  corrupt 
tijons  which  had  crept  Into  it.  Such  a  re» 
form  must,  of  necessity,  be  accompanied 
by  tbe  good  wiabes  aiid  assistance  ef  all 
friends  to  good  order.  It  was  no  insigni* 
ficaat  nad^taking,  thos  early  in  bis  poll* 
tical  life,  to  commence  the  reformation  of 
the  House  of  Commons^  although  he  cer«i 
tainly  waa  no  advocate  for  what  was  vuU 
garly  understood  by  tbe  words  Parlia* 
mana^  ReCarm.  By  tbe  improvement 
be  was  aboat  ta  aaggest  be  was  \n  hopes 
of  secarii^  many  important  advantages* 
wkhout  incairtttg  the  danger  .that  muaa 
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necessarily  attend  the  sweeping  reforms 
coeintenanced  by  some  other  members. 
In  bririging  this  question  ander  the  notice 
of  parliament  it  would  be  bis  duty,  first,  to 
prove  the  existence  of  the  abuse  he  pro- 
posed to  remedy ;    and  then  to  state  that 
remedy,  and  to  shew  that  it  would  be 
eflectual.    The  hon.  member  then  noticed 
the  proceedings  of  parliament  on  former 
occasions  in  the  repeal,  and  virtual  repeat, 
of  some  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  ex* 
pences  of  elections.     He  referred  also  to 
the  increase  of  the  internal  commerce  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  metropolis,  and  of  the  trading  towns 
of    the    empire,    which    prevented    any 
<langer  of  rendering  the  number  of  electors 
too  limited,  by  excluding  the  out-voters  : 
it  seldom,  however,   happened  during  a 
general  election,  that  the  scale  was  not  in 
some  instances  turned  by  the  weight  of 
the  out-voters,  brought  in  by  the  members, 
frequently    at     enormous    and     ruinous 
charges.     He  was  aware  that  he  was  now 
touching  upon    the  most    plausible  and 
popular  objection   to  his  plan;    since   it 
would  be  urged,  that  he  was  virtually,  if 
Hot  openly,   disfranchising  a  number  of 
electors :  if  thiH  were  the  fact,  this  plan 
would  never  have  been  proposed  by  him, 
or  have  received  his  vote  if  suggested  by 
another.    The  truth  was,  that  such  a  sus- 
picion  was  founded  upon  exaggeration  : 
he  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  question^ 
whether  in  fact  the  out-vote,  when  pro- 
Cured,  was  worth  the  expence  at  which  it 
was  necessarily  obtained  ;    but  whichever 
way  it  was  directed,  it  could  not  counter- 
balance the  attainment  of  a  great  ultimate 
advantage.      There  was    another    much 
more     serious    grievance,    existing    by 
custom,  and  not  by  the  constitution,  ori- 
ginating in  the  electors,  viz. — that  the  re- 
presented had  no  opportunity  of  looking 
round  and  selecting  the  representative  who 
they   thought  would   be  most  likely   to 
guard    and    maintain  their  interests.     It 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  state  any  in- 
stances of  this  kind,  since  every  general 
election  supplied  them  ;  there  were  many 
cases  likewise  where  whole  families  had 
been  reduced  to  poverty  by  vain  attempts 
to  obtain  a  seat  in  parliament  which  the 
ancestor  had  held,  and  to  which  ancestor 
the   House  was  frequently   indebted   for 
much  of  its  present  consequence  and  dig- 
nity.    It'  was  impossible,  as  the  House 
would  see,  to  open  the  doors  of  parlia- 
ment  to  some  individaalf,   withoot  ex- 
cluding otherv;  but  those  who  would  be 
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principally  shut  out  by  his  Bill  would  be 
those  to  whom  parliament  was  generally 
least  indebted.     He  did  not  wish  to  retain 
those   individuals,  who,  to  use  a  trivial 
phrase,  might  be  said  to  form  the  ready 
money  interest  of  \he  country,  who  by 
means  of  their  influence,  or  by  the  length 
of   their  purses,    procured    seats  in   the 
House.      The  hon.  member  then,  in  an 
almost  inaudible  voice,  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  former  statute 
made  upon  this  subject,  and  to  the  pre- 
vious resolution  of    parliament,   that  no 
elector  for  his  expences  should  be  allowed 
more  than  the  sum  of  10/.     This  resolu- 
tion had  been  always  evaded,  and  the  re- 
sult was  the  passing  of  the  Act  he  had 
referred  to.    If  terms  were  ever  unequi- 
vocal, those  employed  in  that  statute  most 
be  so  considered  :  the  title  was  "  An  Act 
to    prevent   charge  and   expence  in  the 
Election    of   Members    of  Parliament," 
nearly   similar    to   that    which    he    had 
adopted.     It  was  there  stated  as  fully  and 
clearly  as  possible,  that  the  payment  of  any 
part  of  the  expences  of  any  elector  shall 
be  unlawful ;  and  it  was  utterly  impossible 
that  in  such  a  Bill  exceptions  should  t>6 
included  which   would   defeat  the  very 
object  that  the  measure  had  in  view.    In 
the  year  1783,  when  lord  Mabon  presented 
a  Bill  containing  the  same  or  similar  pro- 
visions, it  was  rejected,  chiefly  on  the  au- 
thority of  lord  Mansfield  ;  and  that  great 
authority  opposed  it  solely  on  the  ground, 
that  the'law,  as  ft  then  stood,  without  this 
addition,  was  adequate  to  (he  purpose**    So 
confirmed  was  he  in  this  opinion,  that  he 
objected  to  a  clause  proposed  respecting 
the  mere  conveyance  of  the  voters,   be- 
cause he  said  it  might  lead  to  endless  cor-  * 
ruption.    This  decision  wm  strengthened 
by  the  opinion  of  lord  chief  justice  Eyre, 
in  a  case  which  be  decided  upon  this  im- 
portant subject.     The  same  judgment  had 
been  given  by  eminent  lawyers  wherever 
the  question  was  brought  before  them,  but 
the  determinations  of  committees  of  the 
House  had  not  been  conformable  to  it. 
The  first  committee    before    whom   the 
point  was  in  issue,  was  in  the  case  of  the 
Worcester  Election  in  1775;  where  it  was 
decided,  that,  to  pay  a  reasonable  sum  for 
the  expences  of  out-voters  was  not  bribery. 
The  next  cause  was  that  of  Mr.  Cater ; 
where  it  was  contended,  that  the  most  pal- 
pable bribery  had  been  committed,  under 
colour    of    defraying    needful    charges. 
Another  case  still  stronger,  was  that  of 
Barnstaple.    The  consequence  of  this  dit- 
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crepaocy  was,  that  an  opinion  now  gene- 
rally preTailed,  though  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  the  positive  enactment,  that  the 
payment  of  expencea  was  legal.  This  no- 
tion had  been  acted  upon  at  every  gene- 
ral election ;  and  as  it  was  possible  that 
many  elections  might  take  place  before  a 
court  of  law  could  decide  <again  upon  the 
point,  it  was  fit  that  an  enactment  should 
pass  the  House  of  Commons,  to  set  the 
subject  in  a  distinct  and  indubitable  point 
of  Tiew.  This  sentiment  had  been  enter- 
tained by  many  persons  who  had  at  pre- 
Tious  times  taken  in  hand  this  subject : 
lord  Mahon,  who,  in  consequence  of  it, 
brought  in  his  Bill  in  1783,  carried  it 
through  the  lower  House.  The  next  at- 
tempt to  regulate  and  restrict  this  practice, 
was  made  by  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  in 
1807,  in  whose  hands  he  wished  the  pre- 
sent measure ;  but  that  was  a  declaratory 
measure,  while  the  one  he  (Mr.  Douglas) 
suggested  was  an  enacting  Bill  :  his 
friend's  plan  extended  to  counties  as  well 
as  to  boroughs  ;  yet,  in  considering  this 
question,  although  he  (Mr.  D.)  deemed  it 
equally  illegal  to  pay  the  expences  of 
voters  at  county  elections,  if  it  could  be 
avoided,  yet  several  reasons  had  induced 
him  not  to  include  that  subject  in  the 
measure  he  now  proposed.  He  did  not 
think  himself  justified  in  interfering  with 
the  rights  of  freeholders  who  might  be 
resident  on  their  estates  in  distant  parts  of 
the  county,  and  who  had  besides  such  sort 
of  establishment  there,  as  generally,  not  to 
be  influenced  so  much  by  corrupt  motives. 
Having  thus  endeavoured  to  prove  the 
policy  and  necessity  of  this  measure,  he 
should  say  little  more  than  to  express  his 
surprise  bow  it  was  possible  that  many 
individuals,  who  were  inclined  to  support 
the  Acts  against  treating,  could  disap* 
prove,  as  he  had  heard  they  did,  of  the 
Bill  be  wished  to  introduce.  The  other 
statutes  were  passed  to  pre?ent  charges 
upon  the  member,  and  influence  upon  the 
voter  ;  and  why  should  they  not  second 
this  attempt  to  render  them  more  eflectual  ? 
Did  they  imagine  that  this  new  law  would 
infringe  the  privileges  of  electors?  but, 
however  sacred  they  might  hold  them, 
they  could  not  allow  those  privileges, 
falsely  so  called,  to  destroy  and  corrupt 
the  great  sources  of  the  liberty  of  the 
nation.  Do  they  think  that  the  represen- 
tation would  be  more  free  and  unbiassed 
by  the  payment  of  the  electors  ?  if  so,  they 
ought  to  be  the  enemies  to  all  kinds  of  re- 
strictions on  bribery.    This  measure  only 


carried  a  little  further  a  principle  which 
had  been  often  recognized.  When  his 
Bill  should  be  before  the  House,  and  tbe 
provisions  were  known  and  duly  appre- 
ciated, he  did  not  despair  of  the  support 
even  of  the  decided  enemies  of  tbe  treating 
Acts.  The  great  object  he  proposed  to 
himself  was,  the  removal  of  tbe  uncer- 
tainty that  at  presept  existed — and  cer- 
tainty being  the  main  end  of  all  civil 
policy,  he  should  feel  ithisduty,  if  he  was 
defeated  in  th'ts  attempt,  U>  follow  the  vic- 
torious steps  of  soqoe  distinguished  leader, 
who,  rather  than  leave  the  subject  dubious 
and  vague,  as  at  present,  would  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  declare  the  payment  of  expences  to 
out-voters  necessary  and  legal.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  permission  to  bring 
in  a  Bill,  for  ^be  more  effectually  prevent- 
ing charge  aiid  expence  in  the  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  parliament. 

The  question  was  put  and  carried ;  and 
Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  Mr.  Rose, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  ia 
the  Bill.  The.  iiominalion  of  the  latter 
gentleman  to  assist  in  a  reform  in  parlia« 
ment,  excited  a  general  laugh. 

Petition  op  Mr.  St.  John  Priest.} 
Mr.  Whitbread  presented  a  Petition  of 
St.  John  Priest,  clerk,  master  of  the  en- 
dowed school  at  Seaming,  in  Norfolk, 
rector  of  Reepham  cum  Kerdiston,  in  tbe 
said  county,  and  vicar  of  Parham,  with 
Hacheston  annexed,  in  tbe  county  of  Suf- 
folk ;  stating  the  particulars  of  his  case ; 
and  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioner  has 
been  summoned  to  appear  in  the  court  of 
Common  Picas  to  answer  to  Mr.  William 
Wright,  who  sues  for  penalties  said  to  be 
due  from  the  petitioner  on  account  of 
non -residence  upon  either  of  his  livings 
aforesaid  in  the  years  1812  and  1813,  and 
incurred  by  tbe  Act  of  43  Geo.  3,  c.  84 ; 
and  praying  for  relief. 

The  Speaker  reprobated  the  manner  in 
which  many  petitions  were  presented, 
with  the  whole  undigested  mass  of  letters 
and  aflidaviu  on  which  they  were  founded, 
instead  of  an  abstract  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Whitbread  explained. 

Mr.  Baihursi  was  aware,  that  there  were 
many  cases  full  as  hard  as  those  which  he 
had  already  mentioned,  or  as  the  present. 
He  described  that  of  a  clergyman  who 
had  a  house  in  the  country  ;  and  on  ap- 
plying to  take  a  licence  to  go  there,  re- 
ceived a  letter,  stating  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary. Yet  Mr.  Wriffht  had  returned 
him  among  the  non-residents.  ; 
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Mr.  C.  W.  l9>im«dtiti«dtoth6iiitziiD, 
tbit  we  should  not  take  ad?ftmag«  of  Oor 
being  in  tlie  wrong«  Tho^  who  had  in* 
cnrred  the  peotlty  coold  not  ceruinly 
bring  ihot  m  a  rttton  why  thejr  should 
be  eiccused  paying  the  costs  :  neither,  if 
brought*  ought  it  to  be  adnitted. 

Mr.  iVefion  was  ready,  for  one,  to  ki- 
trodnce  seine  clause  into  the  Bill  now 
pending,  by  which  the  prosecuted  parties 
shonld  be  empowered  to  bring  their  case 
before  a  jory,  and  to  prodoce  the  eW^ 
dence  required.  If Ibey  were  foond  goiliy 
of  pardooabfe  neglect  only,  then  they 
might  be  relieted  from  the  pajrmeiit 
both  of  the  penalty  and  of  the  costs. 

Mr.  Maxmen  Suihm  thought  this  would 
only  add  to  the  difficulty.  In  that  case, 
the  law  expences  of  the  trial  would  fell 
on  the  indiTidual;  and  he  very  much 
doubtedf  w;hether  they  might  not  prove 
heavier  than  the  costs,  which  he  would 
originally,  though  perhaps  oujustly,  have 
bad  to  pay. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mayo  Pbtition.]  Mr.  Wetherall  pre- 
sented a  P^tilioik  from  the  petitioners 
aeainst  the  return  from  the  county  of 
Mayo ;  praying  thai  the  time  for  receive 
ing  the  recogntsanoes  appointed  to  be  en*' 
tered  into  should  be  enlarged. 

The  Speaker  stated;  that  this  was  a  Peti- 
tion from  certain  indivtdaals  in  the  county 
of  Mayo,  praying  to  be  allowed  to  lav  be^ 
fore  the  flouM  facts  verified  on  oath,  to 
shew  caiise  why  their  time  staonld  be  en- 
larged  for  entering  into  the  recognissances 
demanded  from  ttMin.  The  Act  said,  that 
such  indulgence  could  not  be  granted  un^ 
less  it  should  appear  to  that  House,  by 
fiMTts  stated  and  verified  upon  oath,  **  That 
the  applicants  were  entftled  to  it.''  TMs 
was  exactly  what  the  present  petttienera 
wished  to  do.  They  ofmred  to  state  facts 
to  the  House,  verified  by  affidavita.  As 
far  as  be  could  recollect,  the  Hoose  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  receiving  affidavits^ 
taken  out  of  do<irs,  untesa  some  member 
should  be  at  band  to  give  »  proper  expla- 
nation, or  the  parties  sbouM  be  called  to 
the  bar  to  be  examined. 

Mr.  BoflMif  thoaght  ibnl,  ahfaoogh  not 
exactly  consistent  with  pvactieoi  it  would 
be  hard  not  to  uke  the  oaih  of  the  peF- 
titioners,  bjot  to  examine  tbem  at  thf)  bar 
of  the  House.  If  that  course  were  adept* 
ed,  it  could  not  bo  known  where  it  would 
stop. 
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Mr.  C  W,  Wyme  thought  an  ezamiaatioa 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  the  most  proper, 
course. 

Mr.  BaHku  said,  the  House  would  be 
departing  from  the  course  adopted  in  cases 
relating  to  the  expences  or  their  owa 
members.  If  the  evidence  on  oath  were 
of  that  kind  that  on  the  face  of  it  no  sus- 
picion could  arise,  then  he  should  say  that 
to  receive  affidavits  would  be  complying 
with  the  sense  of  the  act  of  parliament. 
Ho  tbooght  there  were  many  and  grave 
reasons  for  tbe  House  not  departing  from 
their  usual  pif«ictice. 

The  Sptmtr  stated,  that  the  same  words 
occured  in  the  Election  Act  of  the  12th  of 
tbe  King,  relating  to  excuses  from  mem- 
bers on  account  of  sickness.  The  House 
had  always,  however,  received  evidence 
at  their  bar.  The  petition  might  be  suf- 
fpred  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  the  House 
on  a  subsequent  day  could  come  to  a  de- 
termination on  the  course  to  be  adopted 
with  respect  to  it. 

Afer  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Wetherall 
and  Mr.  Bankes,  the  petition  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Wetherall  presented  a-petition  of 
the  same  import  from  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of.  Mayo,  which  was  also  or* 
dered  to  he  on  tbe  table. 

Rbpobt  from  tub  Cohmitteb  op  Svp^ 
n.T.3  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from  the 
Commiuee  of  Supply  the  following  Reso« 
lotions,  wbicfa  were  read|  and  agreed  to 
by  thd  Hoose : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
l,0Oa,OOOiL  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for 
discharging  intefust  on  Exchequer  bills. 

2.  Tbatasum,  note3Meeding29O,000/.r 
being  the  one  hundredth  pan  of  the  sint 
of  29,000,0001.  of  fiKchequerlnlU,  abtbo^ 
rized  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  to 
be  issued  and  charged  upon  tbe  aida 
granted  in  tbe  present  session,  and  a  fiur« 
tber  sum  of  10,000/.  in  reapect  of  certain 
debeoturea  issued  by  virtue  of  two  Acte 
of  tbe  last  session  of  parliament,  be  granted 
te  bis  Majesty;   and  that  the  said  sums, 

;  makmg  together  the  sum  of  SOOfiOOl.  be 
issued  and  paid,  by  equal  quarterly  pay* 
ments,  to  i\m  governor  ainl  cmnpanv  of 
the  Bonk  of  England,  to  be  by  ib«"< 
placed  to  die  account  of  tbe  commissioners 
lor  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt# 
far  tbe  year  ending  the  1st  day  of  Fe^ 
braary  181J»«    * 
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Wedncsdajfy  March  30. 

%h9  Clergy  Penalty  Suspension  Bill 
wav  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  under 
the  title  of'*  An  Act  to  coi»tini»e>  until  the 
20tb  day  of  May  1814,  an  Act  passed  in 
tins  session  of  parliament,  intituled, '  An 
Act  to  stay,  until  the  20tb  day  of  April 
ISi^,  proceedings  in  actions  under  an 
Act  passed  in  the  4^d  year  of  bis  present 
Idajesty,  to  amend  the  laws  relaJMlg  to 
afhkmX  pecsons/  '* 

Hackmey  Poor  Biix.],  Mr.  Mellrsb 
iiiov«d  4be  second  reading  of  tha  Hackiney 
PoorKJt. 

Mr.  Wrouesky  said,  this  Bill  contained 
a  claaat^  the  privciple  of  which  bad  often 
before  b«en  reprobated.  He  cerlainly 
thought  some  reason  ought  to  be  giv^n, 
why  sqcb  a  clause  was  necessary  in  the 
parisli  of  Hackney.  He  did. not,  bowi- 
ef€r,  mean  at  prese&t  to  oppose  the  se* 
cond  reading. 
-  Mn  liote  supported  the  BUt. 

Mr*  Byng  said,  if  the  parisb  of  Hackney 
did  mot  mfke  out  as  good  a  case  as  those 
parishes  which  had  obtained  similar  Acts, 
he  sb«a1d  certainty  oppose  it. 

Sir  Egjtrion  Bridges,  nhougb  desirous 
aol  to  oppose  a  measure  of  this  nature^ 
could  not  approve  ^  the  clause  in  ques* 
tion. 

Mr.  Mtllkh  was  ready  to  agree,  that 
unless  the-  House  should  be  convinced  of 
the  oacessity  ior  tba  eitistence  of  the 
clause  in  question  in  the  Bill,  it  ougbt  not 
to  be^  f opported*  But  be  could  not  see 
why  the  parish  of  Haokpey,  which  was  in 
a  similar  sitjualion  with  the  IG  or  17  ad* 
Joini«g  parishes,  all  of  which  bad  obtained 
Acts  containing  clauses  of  the  nature  of 
that  now  objected  to,  should  be  put  on  a 
dififerent  footing  from  its  neighbours. 

Sir  Samuel  Rgmilfy  wished  the  hon* 
member  to  inform  the  House,  what  there 
was  peculiar  in  the  parish  of  Hackney, 
that  the  inhabitants  should  not  be  subject 
to  the  ^ma  lawa  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  other-  parishes  «f  the  kin^dmn. 
Hm  hm*  gentkman  had  said  that  similar 
enactnidits  had  been  obtained  in  the  16 
or  17  adjacent  paj^shes.  This  might  be 
the  cascrbuthow  d^d.il  affect  the  parish 
of  Haeloney  ?  He  was. not  desirous  of  di- 
liding  the  Home  ;  but  be  thjougkt  it  was 
incumbent  on  those,  who  brought  forward 
a  Bill  so  i9jerioios  to  th.e  lower '  orders  of 
'  people^  to  sh^w  what  wna.  peculiar  in  thii 

(TQL.XXVIL) 


March  30,  •laii,  [390^ 

parish  which  required  so  particular  a  law. 
There  were  10,000  parisbea  in  this  king* 
dom  ;  and  by  introducing  in  this  manner, 
one  law  for  one  parish,  and  another  for  a. 
difierent  parish,  the^  greatest  confusion  and 
uncertainly  would  prevail  tbrougkout  the' 
country.  These  Poor  Bills  were  in  gene* 
ral  passed  in  silence,  fhe  House  would 
be  astonished  were  they  to  know  all  the, 
Bills  which-  they  had  passed.  They  were 
not  aware  of  the  laws  which  they  had 
mside  for  particular  parishes.  It  might  he 
right;  to  make  the  landlord  pay  the  poor'* 
rates,  and  to  place  him  under  the  necessity, 
of  recovering  again.  fj;om  his  tenants ;  bu| 
if  such  a  measure  were  necessary,  why 
confine  it  to  the  parish  of  Hackney,  anA 
not  extend  it  throughout  the  kingdom  ^ 
There  was  not  a  parish  throughout  tha 
country,  which  did  not  crnitain  persons  of 
the  peculiar  decription  alluded  to  in  this 
Bill  ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  tbe» 
same  law  ought  not  to  prevail  in  all  those 
other  parishes  as  in  this.  But  the  Housa 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  considering 
this  question  more  fully  after  the  recess, 
aqd  the  general  sense  of  the  House  might 
then  be  taken.  He  thought,  therefore,  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  should  be  put 
off  till  the  fiiat  Thursday  after  the  recess. 

Mr.  WroU4$Uy  observed,  that  when  he 
spoke  before,  be  did  not  know  that  a  Bill 
had  been  framed  according  to  a  report  be* 
fore  the  House* 

Mr.  Mdtisk  wished  the  learned  gentle* 
man  (sir  S.  Romilly)  to  give  his  attendance 
in  the  committee,  when  the  clause  objecty 
ed  ^o  should  be  introduced.  The  delay 
required  might  be  of  great  d^trimentjp 
the  parish  of  Hackney.  In  answer  to 
what  bad  been  urged  respecting  the  neces^ 
sity  for  the  clause*  he  could  say  that 
1,880/.  could  only  be  collected  from  4,760 
houses.  Tbie  Bill  was  brought  in  by.  per 
titloners  who  paid  2C,0PO/.  of  poor's  rates ; 
another  Bill  was  to*  be  brought  in  by  a 
part  of  the  parish  thai  paid  a  much  snMdler 
proportion;  and  if  the  delay  proposed 
should  take  place,  the  second  Bill  would 
have  the  precedence. 

Afcer  a  few  Wi>rd?  from  Mr.  Wetherall, 
sir  S.  Romilly,  and  Mr.  Rose,  the  House 
divided  *.         • 

For  this  second  reading  S7  ;  Against  it 
36;  Majority  in  favour  of  the  second 
reading  I.     . 

Tbb  Speech  oi  Me.  Sfssjcb^s.]  Mr. 
Cmimigkt,  seeing  aright  ban.  gentlem^jB 
in.  hia  plac^i.besiMd.toibe  inf^cmed  wh^ 
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day  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  noble 
lord  his  friend  (Morpeth,)  for  the  motion 
respecting  the  late  Address  of  the  Speaker 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  Ponsanty  replied,  that  Friday  the 
22d  of  April  had  been  chosen  ;  as  it  was 
supposed  that  by  that  day  the  sitting  of 
the  various  quarter  sessions  would  be  con- 
cluded. 

Mr.  Carttoright  was  of  opinion,  that 
many  members  could  not  be  returned  and 
in  their  places  by  that  early  day.  He 
apprehended  too,  that  ahy  notice  for  a 
call  of  the  House  for  the  22d  of  April 
would  be  shorter  than  custom  required. 

Mr.  Pomanhy  replied,  that  more  than 
three  weeks  notice  would  bo  allowed;  and 
be  knew  that  from  particular  circum* 
stances  it  would  not  be  convenient  to  bis 
noble  friend  to  fix  a  later  day  for  his  mo- 
tion. The  Monday  succeeding  would  be 
the  furthest  possible  postponement. 

Mr.  Carttmgki  remarked,  that  adjourn- 
ments had  recently  been  made  for  the 
convenience  of  the  attendance  of  the  Irisb 
members  ;  and  he  hoped  that  this  slight 
accommodation  to  the  general  wish  of 
country  members  would  not  be  resisted. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  denied  that  adjournments 
had  at  any  time  been  made  solely  for  the 
convenience  of  tho/ Irish  members.  He 
saw  no' adequate  reason  for  postponing  the 
subject  beyond  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Cartwright  moved  that  the  House 
should  be  called  over  on  the  22d  of  April. 

Mr.  Pcfnsanby  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
second  the  motion,  since  it  met  with  his 
entire  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
shape  in  which  this  important  question 
would  be  brought  before  it ;  nor  ought 
the  distinguished  individual  who  was  the 
subject  of  it  to  be  taken  by  surprise* 

Mr.  Pontonby.  I  beg  to  Uke  the  liberty 
of  saying,  that  not  only  is  there  no  dispo- 
sition to  take  the  distinguished  individual, 
whose  speech  is  to  be  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, by  surprise;  but  that  no  question 
i;an  easily  come  before  thi»  House  which 
would  take  the  hon.  member  in  question 
by  surprise. 

Mr.  Bankes  answered,  that  no  member 
of  the  House,  in  a  question  of  a  personal 
nature  like  the  present,  ought  to  be  taken 
bv  surprise.  He  also  begged  to  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  the  situation  of 
ihtngs,  in  which  the  high  individtial'  in 
question  was  now  placea,  had  never  oc- 
curred, and  would  nerer  hate  been  ^r- 
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mitted  to  have  occurred,  with  regiird  to 
any  other  person. 

Mr.  Tierney  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  state,  that  be  knew  it  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Morpeth)  to' 
communicate  to  the  Speaker,  personally, 
the  nature  of  the  motion  he  intended  to 
submit,  a  sufficient  time  before  the  22d 
April,  to  enable  him  to  meet  it  in  any 
way  that  he  might  deem  expedient.  Ba^ 
was  it  ever  beard,  until  this  night,  that 
the  House  was  previously  to  be  pot  in 
possession  of  the  terms  of  the  motion  ?  A 
notice  had  been  given,  thkt  Mr.  Speaker's 
speech,  on  a  certitin  occasion,  would  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  a  cer* 
tain  day,  and  the  Speaker  be  inform* 
ed  in  due  time  of  the  nature  of  the  mo- 
tion: this  was  all  that  in  candour  or 
courtesy  could  be  required,  and  all  that 
had  ever  been  done. 

Mr.  Baihursi  maintained,  that  it  was  by 
no  means  unusual  to  state  to  the  House 
the  nature  of  a  motion  which  was  to  be 
made  on  a .  day  a  fortni|pht  or  more  sub- 
sequent. He  Begged  to  ask  whether  a 
single  instance  could  be  produced  where 
a  question  of  privilege  had  been  hung  up 
like  the  present  ?  He  required  to  be  in* 
formed  also,  whether  there  ever  was  a 
case  before,  where,  after  a  delay  so  long, 
the  individual  who  was,  to  introduce  the 
subject  had  not  made  up  his  mind  upon 
the  precise  nature  of  the  motion  he  would 
submit  to  the  House?  It  was  not  yet 
known  what  sort  of  complaint  was  to  be 
made  against  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  The  noble  lord  had  not  vet 
determined  what  his  motion  should  be : 
was  he  not  resolved  upon  the  general 
bearing  and  effect  of  it  ?  The  House  ought 
not  to  be  satisBed  with  a  guess  at  the 
terms  of  a  motion  on  so  important  a  sub* 
ject. 

Mr.  C*  Wytme  observed,  that  the  whole 
of  this  dispute  arose  from  the  novel  and 
unconstitutional  doctrine  which  had  of 
late  years  been  introduced,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  give  a  notice  before  a  motion 
was  made.  There  was  no  parliamentary 
rule  for  any  such  proceedings;  it  was  an 
innovation  destructive  of  the  privileges  of 
members,  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  The 
original  reason  for  ginpff  a  notice  was,  to 
collect  a  sufficient  attendance  on  the  day 
the  subject  was  to  be  discussed ;  but  il 
was  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  indivt* 
dual,  whether  he  would  or  would  not  give 
It.  If  it  was  contended  that  the  House 
had  a  right  to  expect  it,  he  distinctly  and 
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expfrettly  denied  it.  He  protetted  warm- 
ly against  the  lystem  of  catechismg  and 
reqcHring  the  exact  words  of  a  motion  to 
be  made  on  a  sabseqoent  day.  I^  when 
the  motion  was  introduced,  time  was 
wanted  for  considering  it,  if  the  member 
refuted  to  postpone  it,  the  House  had 
then  the  power  to  adjourn  the  considera* 
tion  of  it  to  a  future  dav ;  but  it  bad  no 
power  to  controul  a  member  in  making  a 
motion  at  any  time  he  thought  it  expe- 
dient, without  previous  communication. 

The  Ckancdhr  <f  ike  Exchequer.  The 
House  should  recollect  that  the  character 
of  an  individual  occupying  the  most  dis- 
tinguished place  in  this  House,  is  involved 
in  the  motion  proposed  to  be  made  on  a 
future  day.  m  doubt,  the  noble  lord 
and  his  friends  have«  before  this  time, 
made  their  determination  upon  the  fok-m 
of  the  motion  they  will  adopt.  This,  I 
apprehend,  is  the  first  time  that  any 
member  has  been  allowed  to  bring  for- 
ward a  personal  charge.  [The  word 
'  allowed'  was  echoed  from  man  v  parts  of 
the  House,  and  considerable  confusion  was 
created  by  the  employment  of  it  by  Mr. 
Vansittart.] 

Mr.X.  nyme.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
order.  Surely  this  House  will  not  endure 
to  be  told,  that  a  member  is  not  to  be 
'  allowed'  to  make  any  motion  at  any 
time  he  thinks  proper..  (Hear,  hear, 
hear!}— It  is  the  right,  the  undoubted 
right,  of  every  member,  and  I  call  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  order. 

The  ChanceUar  qf  the  Exchequer.  If  it 
be  the  right  of  any  member,  the  House 
will  take  care  that  no  motion  is  brought 
forward  and  decided  without  due  delibe- 
ration.  It  is  true,  that  the  House  has  the 
remedy  in  its  own  hands,  by  adjourning 
the  subject ;  but  it  may  not  be  prudent 
to  compel  the  House  to  exert  iu  right  in 
thia  respect 

Mr.  Whithread.  When  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  talks  of '  allowing*  members  to 
bring  forward  motions,  he  seems  to  forget 
that  it  is  the  Undisputed  right  of  any 
member  even  to  bring  forward  an 
impeachment,  and  to  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  without  notice,  (Hear,  hear  !)--If 
any  thing  could  deter  my  noble  friend 
from  doing  that  which  courtesy  only  re- 
quires, it  would  be  the  employment  of 
aoch  a  term  as  '  allowed*.  Were  I  placed 
in  the  situation  of  the  noble  lord,  it  would 
operate  strongly  upon  my  mind  not  to  do 
even  the  courtesy  of  communicating  my 
notion,  lest  it  ibould  in  future  b«  conitru* 
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ed  into  a  duty .  (hear,  hear  !)•  Even  with 
regard  to  the  very  individual  now  in  the 
chair,  it  is  not  unprecedented  to  make  a 
motion  without  the  riotice  of  a  moment,  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  debate.  It  will  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  only  a 
few  sessions  ago,  when  an  imputation  was 
supposed  to  have  been  cast  upon  the 
Speaker,  an  hon.  gentleman,  then  secre- 
tary of  sute,  without  notice,  on  the  very 
evening  that  the  imputation  was  cast, 
submitted  to  the  House  a  complimentary 
proposition  upon  the  subject.  It  is  true, 
that  the  motion  of  m^r  noble  friend  will 
be  rather  of  an  opposite  nature ;  but  the 
same  reasoning  applies;  and  it  might  have 
been  argued  then,  with  as  much  reason  as 
the  contrary  is  contended  now,  that  the 
House  should  be  put  in  possession  of  the 
precise  words  in  which  the  vote  of  com- 
mendation of  the  Chair  was  couched.  I 
protest  against  any  such  practice ;  and 
were  I  the  noble  lord,  I  would  not  com- 
municate my  motion  even  to  the  Speaker, 
one  day  earlier,  but  perhaps  some  days 
later,  in  consequence  of  this  atteilipt  to 
draw  out  the  very  terms  of  the  motion. 
When  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Cart-^ 
Wright)  talked  of  previous  adjournments, 
did  he  mean  to  say  that  they  were  made 
merely  for  the  convenience  of  the  Irish 
members  ?  It  is  impossible.  A  noble  vis- 
count (Castlereagh)  now  absent  took  part 
in  the  discussions  on  those  occasions :  hii 
manner  was  not  very  similar  to  the  tone 
employed  by  his  representatives  to-day  ; 
and  I  lament  that  they  ha?e  not  now  the 
benefit  of  hia  assistance ;  if  they  had^ 
they  would  never  have  been  so  unwise  as 
to  take  the  high  ground  they  have  as* 
aomed  on  this  occasion;  from  which 
they  have  been  tumbled,  partly  by  their 
own  weakness,  and  incapacity  to  mainuin 
themselves  any  where ;  and  partly  by  the 
slippery  and  untenable  nature  of  the 
ground  on  which  they  ventured  to  tread. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Vansiturt)  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  a  member  should  not  be  allowed 
to  make  a  motion,  but  that  the  House 
would  never  permiCsuch  a  subject  to  be 
discussed  without  due  deliberation.  It 
was  not  a  question,  whether  a  member 
should  be  allowed  to  exerJL  his  privileges. 
He  knew  the  noble  lord  (Morpeth)  too 
well,  to  think  he  would  do  any  thing  in- 
consistent with  the  most  honourable  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  Pafiio%,  without  deciding  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant  by  the 
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enfployment  of  the  offensive  word  '  allow/ 
expressed  his  coDviction  that  his  noble 
friend  would  do  nothing  that  was  incon- 
sistent with  due  courtesy ;  but,  even  to 
the  Speaker,  h^  did  not  know  that  cour- 
tesy would  require  that  the  identical 
words  of  the  iutended  motion  should  be 
communicated*  until  it  was  announced  to 
the  whole  House.  As  to  the  general  na- 
ture and  import  of  it,  be  put  it  to  any 
member,  whether  he  could  wy  upon  his 
honour  that  be  did  not  know  generally 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  tnotion  to  be 
proposed  on  the  2^nd  of  April.  No  nan  of 
common  sense  could  be  ienorant  that  it 
was  rather  disapproving  than  approttng 
the  address  of  the  Speaker.  If  he  had 
had  it  in  his  power  then  to  read  the  mo- 
tion, he  would  not,  after  what  had  been 
said,  indulge  the  curiosity  of  the  other 
^ide  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Cour/e/}<iy  said,  that  he, for  one,  was 
really  very  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord.  It  might  be 
for  a  supposed  breach  of  privilege,  or 
tuisconduct  in  the  exercise  of  a  pririlege  ; 
or  one  or  both  of  them.  It  was  of  consi* 
derabte  importance,  in  his  view,  that  the 
House  should  be  informed  more  particu- 
larlv  upon  the  subject. 
'  The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer.  What 
I  said'  has  been  so  misrepresented,  that  it 
becomes  necessary  for  me  to  give  some 
explanation.  1  meant  to  take  a  distinc- 
tion between  a  notice  and  a  charge  :  no- 
tices are,  I  admit,  undoubtedly  in  all 
cases  mere  matters  of  courtesy ;  but  1 
apprehend  that  a  personal  charge  was 
never  discussed  on  the  very  day.  I  aHow 
that  any  member  has  a  right  to  lay  an 
htapeachment  upon  the  table  without  any 
notice ;  but  the  House  has  never,  I  ap- 
prehend, proceeded  to  investigate  the  ac- 
cusation immediately  and  without  delibe- 
ration. 

Sir  John  Ncxvport  contended,  that  the 
whole  object  of  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  been  answered  by  potting  the  mem- 
bers in  possession  of  the  speech  from  au- 
thority, by  printing  it.  No  further  object 
could'^be  attained  by  publishing  the  precise 
terms  of  the  motion  intended  to  be  made. 

The  question  was  then  pot ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  House  should  be  called 
ever  on  Friday,  the  22d  of  April. 
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Peikion  raptcHng  Bui  India  halt  Skipt.       f  99S 

Shtps.]  a  Petition  of  several  agents  to 
owners  of  ships  and  vessels  built  in  the 
territories  of  his  Majesty  situated  in  the 
East  Indies,  was  presented  ahd  read; 
setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  have 
ever  maintained  the  right  to  have  these 
ships  registered,  and  that  right  has  never 
.been  denied  when  the  documents  required 
by  law  could  be  produced  ;  and  that,  by 
an  Act  passed  in  the  26th  year  of  hia 
present  Majesty,  it  was  enacted,  that  shipt 
should  be  registered  by  ceKain  officert 
therein  mnned,  which,  by  reason  of  India 
being  under  the  Immediate  nanagememt 
and  controul  of  the  East  India  Company, 
did  not  there  exist,  «nd  the  registers  have 
consequently  been  made  in  the  port  df 
London,  to  the  great  loss  and  incbnve« 
nience  of  the  owners,  and  whic^h  will  be 
experienced  in  a  still  greater  degree  no# 
that  the  trade  is  open  to  all  Bniish  vub-' 
jects ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are  informed 
several  ship-builders  on  ihe  rrver  Thames, 
desirous  of  establishing  a  momvpoly,  baTe 
made  representations  to  the  House,  with  a 
Tiew  to  exclude  diips  built  in  the  firitrsli 
territories  in  ihe  East  Itid^  from  ttieit 
just  and  undoubted  right  of  resiatry  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  House  win  take  the 
premises  into  consideration,  and  establish 
such  povision  for  registering  ihese  tliips 
in  India,  and  declar'ing  their  lawftit  privi- 
leges, as  ttre  House  'may  think  just ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  teay  be  heard,  by  their 
counsel,  at  the  bar  of  the  House;  in  sup* 
port^  of  these  rights. 

Otdered,  That  the  said  Petition  de  lie 
upon  the  table. 


Petition  fok  Leave  to  passfiirr  a 
Petition  for  Lohdon  New  Stabbt.} 
The  House  being  informed.  That  the  ishe* 
rifls  of  the  city  of  London  attended  at  tkm 
door,  they  were  called  in  ;  "and  at  ClNf  bar 
presented  io  the  House,  a  Petition  ef  iIm 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commens  of 
the  city  of  London  in  common  eeancil 
assembled  :— and  then  they  withdrew* 

And  the  said  petition  was  read  ;  setting 
forth,  that  a  principal  avenue  6f  communis 
cation  between  the  city  6f  London  and  ikt 
great  north  road,  by  Saint  Martm's-le-: 
Grand,  is  mnch  too  narrow  for  the  increased 
trade  and  popuiation  of  the  metropolis, 
and  very  ineomntodions  and  dangerous  t0 
passengers;  and  that  the  widening  aad 
improving  the  said  avenue,  and  making 
proper  conmuBications  therewith,  *and 
also  widening  Foster  jane  cotttigneAil  , 
tfaeretOi  would  b^  of  publk  utiKtyj  ai|4 
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lliat  tbt  PotUtiffice  at  London  is  very 
confined,  and  inconvenient  for  ttie  trans* 
action  of  the  extensive  bosiness  df  fehai 
branch  of  the  reventie,  and  the  iK?ile  %e* 
tvtreen  St.  MartinVI<e^raiid  and  Foflterlfime 
llfbresaidisa  very  desirable  sihietien>w4iere 
commodioas  buildmgs  might  Im  erected 
t6r  the  inland,  foreign,  Midt«re-penny  potft 
departments  ;  and  the  whole  business  of 
that  great  and  important  national  concern 
conducted  whh  facility  «nd  convenience 
to  the  public  ;  and  that  the  coiisent  of  the 
lords  commissioners  of -his  Majeaty's  trea« 
sftrV  to  the  said  improvement,  »nd  pro* 
Vidme  a  situation  for  a  aeneral  post  office 
as  before-mentioned,  could  not  be  obtained 
tjll  long  since  tbe  time  fixed  by  the  Hott9e 
for  receivmg  petitions  for  private  BiHshad 
elapsed ;  and  praying,  that  leave  fnay  be 
given  to  present  a  Petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Billfor  the  purposes  sdbresaidi*-^ 
Leave  given. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.]  The  Ckancdhr  <f 
the  Exchequer  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Gold  Coin  Bill.  He  observed,  that, 
havhfig  stated  the  nature  and  object  of  the 
measure  on  a  former  oocasioa,  be  should 
Dot  troable  the  House  with  many  explana- 
tions ;  but  iie  could  not  help  observing, 
thatits  object  was,  to  prevent  the  gold  coin 
of  the  realm  from  being  sold  aA  a  price 
beyond  its  nominal  value*  Hitherto  Bvery 
breach  of  the  kw  on  this  subject  had  been 
pursued  under  the  Bill,  and  occasioned  by 
the  Bill  itself;  but^n  future,  although  it 
were  xiol  possible  to  prevent  offences^ 
they  might  be  diminished  ;  as  the  intent 
of  the  Bill  was  not  so  much  the  punishment 
of  crime,  as  the  deterring  from  its  oommis* 
tion  by  the  fear  of  the  penalty. 

Lord  Potkesione  did  not  expect  that  what 
foe  could  say  would  have  any  inAueoce ; 
but  he  could  not  help  repeating,  that  all 
the  experience  as  to  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  fully  justified  the  theoretical  Views 
which  had  i>efore  its  enactment  been  ex- 
hibited on  the  subject.  It  appeared  from 
the  prosecutions  in  pursuance  of  the  Act^ 
that  tfajB  offences  had  been  committed  by 

Krsons  entrapped  by  the  informers:  it 
d  not,  therefore,  been  effective  to  the 
prevention  of  crime,  but  had  created  an 
offeree  for  the  sake  of  punishing  it. 

Srr  John  Ne^oport  said,  he  was  certain 
that  a  Bill  of  this  natiure  couM  not  exist 
Without  producing  serious  efiecls  on  the 
country.  Much  had  been  said  of  the 
good  effecu  thai  would  result  from  it  in 
Its  former  shape ;    not  any  of  which  had 


appeared.  On  Ihe  contrary*  tbe  eviil  went 
on ;  and  his  night  ton.  finend  opp<ttitew«a 
p«fftfctly  Bon-pfos'd  when  called  on  ^«eil 
tlie  House  what  benefit  it  had  froinpwL, 
it  Was  clear  <hat  he  had  not  lo^teAMnrif 
the  Statute-book,  or  be  would  have  fmml 
that  an  Act  to  effect  all  that  was  'Pwjuired 
was  fititi  in  force.  By  a  law  of  ikdand^ 
any  man  who  boys  a  .guinea  or  balf^^ 
gumea,  at  mdepreAciated  price,  is  aabjtect  to 
a  penalty  of  501.;  and  if  he  ba3^  my 
n«mber,'the  penalty  is  500/.  Sk>  that; 
when  th«  fitesem  Isew  has  f>asied»  any 
person  in  Ireland  may  be  puniabed  if  ht 
purc^e  a  guinea  far  «itilfter  «ior^  nr  less 
than  iu  ttaminal  iwhie.  Tte  hon.  gentlar. 
man  contended,  that  this  Act  would  ncit 
have -been  necessary  if  the  country  v»nre 
not  overbortAiened  with  p»per  money ;  t>«^ 
%i  aH  events,  if  it  were  auffered  to  fW9, 
the  other  ahonid  be  removed  from  tba 
Statute-book. 

The  CAanceNor^lAeEscAe^aercoukiaeo 

no  contradiction  in  telling  the  public  that 

they  miffht  give  an  exact  fixed  value  for  a 

*lhing ;    out  that  thty  most  not  give  more 

4>r  less. 

The  Biil  was  then  read  a  ascond  tim^ 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

BlL^  Foa  RVGinLATtON  OP  TBS ,  EM- 
PLOYMENT OF  £ast  India  SniPViN<?.J 
The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said«  that 
as  gentlemen  would  probably  wish  to  have 
fur<Uier  information  before  they  debated 
this  subject,  be  would  at  present  merely 
give  an  outline  of  his  intention.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  those  who  directed  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  that  it  vvould  be  improper 
to  extend  to  the'  East  India  shipping  all 
tlie  benefits  ttiid  privileges  with  which 
Briii^  ships  were  invested :  it  was,  there* 
fore,  his  intention  to  permit  ships  built  in 
the  East  Indies  tb  be  registered  for  Chin* 
and  for  GreM  Britaiti,  but  not  for  general 
foreign  trade.  In  other  respects,  it  was 
thobght  proper  that  these  ships  should 
be  subject  to  the  same  restriction  as  other 
ships  not  British. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  th4 
Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  A^ns  observed,  that  the 
shipping  interest  was  of  great  magnitude, 
and  deserved  tbe  most  serioua  considera* 
tion  of  the  House*  For  this  reason,  he 
thought  that  all  the  information  which 
could  be  procured  should  be  laid  before 
the  House.  He  should  move,  therefore; 
for  Ihe  number  of  ships  built  by  the  m^«> 
chanU  during  the  lastibree  years :    there 
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was  ako  another  paper  wbich  had  for- 
Biarly  been  laid  before  tbe  Hooae  after  ihe 
battle  of  Camperdown :  by  which  it  ap- 
peared, that  in  that  eDgagement  seferal 
fBercham  ihips  bad  been  taken  into  tbe 
line,  and  moonted  from  64  to  70  gans.  If 
this  paper  were  not  still  upon  the  table  of 
the  Hoose,  he  shoald  wUh  it  to  be  again 
produced. 

Mr.  Ptoiheroc  agreed  with  the  hon»  alder- 
nan,  that  on  a  subject  of  such  importance 
as  the  shippinff-interest  of  the  country,  no 
measures  should* be  taken  till  the  fullest 
information  was  obtained. 

The  ChtmctUor  <f  the  Exchequer  thought 
the  request  of  the  two  preceding  speakers 
highly  reasonable ;  and  be  conceived 
Ihat  the  best  method  of  effecting  tbe  ob- 
ject in  view  would  be,  to  appoint  a  select 
committee  as  sooaas  possible ;  where  any 
information  that  any  gentleman  could  give 
would  be  readily  received. 

General  Gascoigne  suggested,  that  the 
committee  could  have  nothing  to  do  till 
some  papers  were  produced. 

Th9  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  S9\6,ihvit 
there  was  already  a  large  roa^s  of  papers, 
^nd  the^ committee  might  with  great  pro- 

Kiety  discuss  what  further  papers  would 
necessary  for  their  decision. 
The  motion  for  the  papers  was  then 
4greed  to. 

Clergy  Rbsidencb  Bill.]  Mr.  Bathwni 
said,  he  should  reserve  whatever  observa- 
tions he  had  farther  to  make  on  this  Bill, 
and  merely  move  that  it  be  committed 
pro  forma  for  to-morrow,  and  re*committed 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Petitions  op  Mr.  Wright.]  Mr, 
Wpme  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  Petition 
from  Mr.  Wright,  the  informer ;  but  he 
had  some  doubts  how  far  it  could  be  re- 
ceived, on  account  of  the  allegations. of 
the  petition  being  in  print,  in  a  pamphlet 
atuched  to  it. 

Tbe  Speaker,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
certainly  the  objection  would  not  be  to 
the  papers  being  printed ;  but  he  had 
never  heard  of  a  petition's  being  received 
with  the  allegations  attached  to  it.  If 
such  a  circumstance  waa  in  tbe  recollec- 
tion of  any.  member,  he  might  state  it. 
Such  a  circumstance  was  not  in  his  own 
recollection.  The  way  was,  to  present  a 
petition,  containing  a  particular  allegation, 
and  begging  that  the  House  would  hear 
evidence  upon  it.  The  House  had  then 
the  option  either  of  going  into  the  case, 
or  of  dismissing  it  at  pnce. 


PetMioifiM  <fMr.  WrighL  fSSS 

Mr.  W,  Wynne  agr^ii  with  the  doctrine 
of  the  chair ;  but  ais  the  petition  had  been 
put  into  bis  band  just  as  he  was  coming 
into  the  House,  be  thought  it  better  to 
state  the  circumstance,  and  leave  it  to 
their  discretion.  He  then  moved  that  the 
PetiUon  might  be  presented  alone. 

The  Spedcer  said,  that  the  Petition  re- 
ferred perpetually  to  the  documents  an- 
nexed, and  was  in  itself  incomplete  and 
unintelligible.  It  would  be  better  for  Mr. 
Wright  to  Uke  it  back,  and  put  it  into  a 
more  concise  form. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne  then  presented  another 
petition  from  William  Wright,  of  Bridge 
Court,  Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, gentleman ;  setting  fortb, 

**  That,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  the  reverend  Saint  John  Pritjit, 
bearing  date  tbe  12th  day  of  March  18J0, 
the  right  reverend  the  lord  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, on  the  5th  day  of  April  foilowipg, 
granted  licences  to  permit  him  to  be  non- 
resident for  bis  livings  therein  mentioned ; 
and  that,  with  the  approbation  of  the  lo^d, 
bishop  of  Norwich,  the  petitioner  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  said  reverend  Saint  John 
Priest,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the 
state  of  the  parsonage  houses  on  bis  pre« 
fermenU,in  order  that  he  might,  if  possible, 
be  saved  tbe  stamp  duties  on  bis  said 
licences ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
enquiries  made  by  the  petitioner,  one  of 
such  licences  was,  as  he  believes,  issued 
for  a  cause  which  exempted  the  same 
from  such  duty ;  and  that  the  said  licences, 
so  granted  on  the  5tb  of  April  1810,  conti- 
nued in  force  for  two  years,  and  remained 
in  the  custody  of  the  petitioner,  as  be  be- 
lieves, until  in  or  about  tbe  month  of  April 
1811,  when,  after  repeated  applications 
for  the  fees  due  to  the  petitioner  thereon, 
being  at  len^^  paid,  tbe  same  were  sent 
by  the  petitioner  to  tbe  reverend'  Saint 
John  Priest,  in  pursuance  of  his  directions ; 
and  he  believes  the  same  were,  in  doe 
course,  received  by  him,  tbe  petitioner  not 
having  heard,  from  that  time  until  the 
time  of  bis  petition  being  presented  to  the 
House,  that  the  same  were  not  regularly 
delivered  ;  and  that  the  licences  so  sent 
to  the  said  reverend  Saint  John  Priest  ex- 
pired on  tbd  5th  day  of  April  1812,  and 
no  application  was  made  for  their  renewal 
until  after  the  petitioner  had  commenced 
an  action  at  law  against  him  for  recovery 
of  thft  penalty  to  which  he  had  e^cposed 
himself,  that  ,is  to  say,  in  tbe  month  of 
October  1813;  and  prayingi  that  the 
reverend  Saint  John  Priest  may  be  called 
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vpoQ  by  the  House  to  sabstantiaie  the 
allegations  contained  in  his  said  petition  ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  may  be  at  liberty 
to  adduce  such  eyidence  in  opposition 
thereto  at  the  bar  of  the  House  as  he  may 
be  advised. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Fa^BHOLD  EstATBs.]  Sir  S,  RomiUv 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  make  the  freehold  estates  of  persons 
dying  indebted,  liable  for  the  payment  of 
simple  contract  debts.  He  believed  there 
would  be  no  opposition  to  the  leave  for 
bringing  in  the  Bill ;  but  as  the  subject 
was  new  to  the  present  parliament,  he 
would  state  shortly  the  substance  of  his 
measure.  By  our  law,  the  non-payment 
of  debt  was  Visited  with  great  severity. 
Unlimited  imprisonment  was  the  punish- 
ment  which  the  law  inflicted  on  persons 
unable  to  pay  their  debts,  whether  the 
individuals  were  in  fault  or  not.  Some 
relaxation  had  lately  been  introduced  by  a 
most  beneficial  Act ;  but  still,  under  cer** 
tain  circumstances,  a  person  might  be  im« 
prisoned  for  life ;  and  thus  a  man  in  a 
state  of  bankruptcy,  was  punished  as  se- 
verely as  if  he  had  committed  a  capital 
offence.  But  while  the  law  was  thus 
severe  against  the  persons  of  debtors  unable 
to  discharge  their  debts,  what  seemed  very 
inconsistent,  the  property  of  a  debtor 
might,  withoutany  difficulty,  be  subtracted 
from  bis  creditors.  A  man  might  owe 
debts  to  any  amount,  and  leave  a  cons!  • 
derable  property  behind  him  at  his  death 
to  bis  heir,  with  his  debts  unpaid;  and 
the  law  would  suffer  the  heir  to  enjoy  the 
property  and  to  revel  in  all  the  luxuries 
of  life ;  while  those  very  persons  whose 
credulity,  perhaps,  contributed  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  that  property,  might  be  sent 
to  prison  for  want  of  power  to  recover 
their  debts,  and  see  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren doomed  to  a  workhouse. — It  was  this 
anomaly  in  the  law  which  he  now  pro- 
posed to  remedy.  Till  the  Statute  of  Frauds 
passed  in  the  time  of  king  William,  even 
special'debts  could  not  be  made  good  against 
devises ;  and  it  was  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  alterations  introduced  at  that  time 
were  not  carried  somewhat  farther.  It 
sometimes  happened,  that  men  who  had 
contracted  debts,  and  who  had  purchased 
freehold  estates,  from  an  unjustifiable  kind- 
ness to  their  relations,  and  for  the  very 
purpose  of  preventing  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  being  taken  out  against  them, 
had  put  an  end  to  their  existence— These 
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were  cases  of  such  injustice,  and  callilig  so 
loudly  for  remedy,  that  he  wondered  any 
objection  could  be  made  to  the  Bill,  though 
he  knew  that  objections  would  be  made 
to  the  measure  in  a  future  stage.  The 
objections  which  had  formerly  b^n  made 
were  now,  in  a  great  many  instances,  com- 
pletely removed.  It  was  now  seven  yeara 
since  he  bad  proposed  to  the  House  a 
measure  exactly  similar  to  the  presents- 
It  was  brought  forward  under  some  advan* 
tages  which  the  present  would  want;  for 
he  was  then  his'Majesty's  solicitor-gene* 
ral,  and  the  Bill  had  the  countenance  of. 
the  government;  though,  before  it  was 
disposed  of,  the  countenance  of  the  go- 
vernment was  of  no  great  importance.  It- 
had  been  formerly  said,  that  the  Bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  be  attended  with 
great  difficulty  in  the  execution,  and  would 
lead  to  endless  litigation  and  expence. 
But  this  objection  had  been  since  proved 
by  experience  to  be  unfounded.  For 
though  the  House  did  not  then  adopt  the 
measure  when  it  was  suggested,  they 
adopted  another  with  little  or  no  opposi- 
tion, for  subjecting  the  freehold  estates  of 
persons  engaged  in  trade  to  the  payment 
of  their  debts.  Now  it  so  happened,  that 
almost  all  the  objections  applied  as  much 
to  traders  as  to  those  who  were  not  traders. 
With  respect  to  litigation,' to  expence,  and 
to  innovation  on  the  ancient  doctrine  of 
the  law,  the  objections  were  as  applicable  - 
in  the  case  of  traders  as  in  the  case  of 
others ;  and  he  would  undertake  to  say, 
that  this  law  had  not  been  attended  with 
the  smallest  difficulty  in  the  execution. 
The  smallest  difficulty  of  construction  had 
not  been  experienced.  Instances  had  oc* 
curred  where  estates  of  200,000/.  of  free- 
hold property,  belonging  to  one  house, 
had  been  attached,  and  where  the  t)ebts 
would  not  have  been  paid  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  Act.  There  was  one  re- 
m'arkable  case,  where  the  Act  had  not  di« 
rectly,  but  indirectly,  been  the  means  of 
subjecting  a  large  estate  to  the  payment 
of  debts.  Sir  Roger  Kerrison,  a  banker, 
in  Norwich,  was  engaged  in  business  under 
the  firm  of  himself  and  son ;  and  he, had 
issued  notes  to  the  extent  of  000,006/. 
At  his  death,  he  left  little  or  no  personal 
property,  but  real  property  to  the  extent 
of  500,000/. ;  and  had  not  that  been  made 
liable,  not  one  of  his  debts  would  have 
been  paid.  The  Act  in  question,  however,  - 
did  not  operate  directly ;  as  it  happened 
that  the  son's  name,  though  be  had  not  in- 
terfered in  the  business,  wu  in  the  firm  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ae»]  Hous£  OF  commons, 

and  Ml*  Boger  dying  intestate,  the  pvo* 
pefty  deirolved  to  this  son.  Several  gea- 
tlemen  in  the  House  knew  very  well  tkie 
owe  ta  wbi€h  he  alluded*  It  bed  also 
be0n  said,  that  the  measnre  would  weaken 
the  aristocracy  of  the  country.  It  ap*^ 
peered  astonishing  to  hifp  thatsucbanobfeo* 
t*e»  shonld  ever  bavetbeen  made«  He  was 
mterly  at  a  loss  to  see  bow  the  rank  of  apy 
body  of  men  ooukl  be  supported,  by  adlaw- 
lag  them  a  liberty  of  committing  injustice, 
aod  Ihe  power  of  if^oring  the  lower  orders 
of  society  with  impunity.  Ariotber  ob- 
jfictioD  seemied  to  him  equally  groiundleaa:, 
i^It  was  said,  that  such  a  Uw  would  faci- 
Uti^e  the  means  of  contracting  Ac^bts  in 
the  case  of  young  men  recently  come  ta 
their  estates.  It  seemed  to  him  quiu  m* 
probable,  to  suppose  thai  tradesmen,  in 
furnishing  goods  (o  persons  of  this  de* 
scription,  looked  focward  to  the.  demise  of 
the  debtors.  The  hon.  and  learned  gen** 
•lleman  concluded  with  moving  for  leave* 
lo  bring  in  a  Bill  for  subjecting  the  free- 
bold  esiates  of  persons  dying  indebted,  t» 
the  payment  of  their  simple  conuraot  debts* 
Leave/ was  given  accordingly. 

Fbw  of  Courts  op  Justicb.]  Sir 
John  Newpori  rose  with  an  intention  of 
moving^  thai  a  table  of  the  fees  received 
in  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  courts  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  augmenta- 
tions of  them  which  had  taken  place  dqr» 
ing  the  la^it  20  years^  and  the  authority 
under  wbich  they  had  been  imposed, 
ahotiild  be  laid  before  the  House.  By  this 
ce«an«  the  Hoi:iBe  would  come  to  the 
koQWiedge  of  the  aiterations  in  the  feet 
which  had  been  demanded  m  courts  of 
jilslice.  If  the  rate  of  fees  was  not  con- 
trollable to  parliament,  he  knew  not  how 
the  matter  could  be  reached  any  where; 
else.  Parliament  would  have  the  meana 
of  j(M)ging  if  any  increase  had  taken 
place;  and  if  so,  on  wha^  ground  the  aU 
teration  had  been  made.  That  such  aug- 
mentfition  had  taken  place  in  many  in-, 
stances,  he  was. not  disposed  to-  assert.; 
but  he  knew  that  it  had  in  some.  He 
>hould  supposNc  that  it  was  the  ^ish  of  the 
Haiise>  that  tlie  doors  of  courts  of  justice^ 
should  be  thrown  open  as  widely  as  possible, 
that  no  class  of  subjects  might  find  any 
difficulty  in  obtaining  redresf;  but  if,  be- 
sides the  augmentation  of  expence  fromi 
the  stamp  duties  on  procefdings,  there 
could  be  additions  made  to  the  fees  of  the 
judges  and  officers  of  court  at  pleasure^ 
|jt^  poorer  cla««es  of  the  conununity  migj^t 
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be  almost  completely  shot  out  fifom  courts, 
of  law.  Not  being  able  to  see  on  what 
ground  this  motion  could  be  reeisted,  he 
would  reserve  himself  till  he  heard  whatr 
was  urged  aaainart  it.  It  appeared  to  him» 
that  those  who  were  most  interested  in  the, 
matter — namely^  the  judges  and  other 
officers  of  cox^n,  could  have  no  objection 
to  what  he  proposed  ;  as  it  would  enable 
them  to  justify  the  augmentation  where  it, 
had  taken  pjace,  or  wipe  away  all  suspi- 
cion of  it  wh^re  it  had  not  taken  place. 
He  therefore  concluded  with  aM>ving  for 
a  i^torn  of  the  rates  of  fees. demanded  and 
received  in,  the  several  superior  courts  of 
law,  civil  and  eoclesiastical,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  by  the  judges  and  offi-^ 
oers  of  oourt,  daring  the  last  20  years ; 
together  with  the  aathority  by  whiob 
these  rateahad  at  any  time  been  varied 
and  altered. 

The  ChanotUc^  qf  th^  Bxcheqwr  said,  if 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had.  stated  ^y; 
speciic  instanc^v  thjB  House  would  know 
how  t^  set  abont  the  enquiry  \^  but  so  far 
from-tbiib  he  had  not  even  stated  whether 
the  caiMM^  of  complaint  lay  in  England  or 
Ireland.  As  to  the  judges,  it  was  known 
that  they  were  perfectly  independiant ; 
and  although  they  were  the  receivera  of 
the  feesj  they  were  not  personally  inte* 
rested  in  the  receipt  of  them.  It  was  in^« 
possible  to  surmise  any  thing  wrong  on 
their  parts  ^  for  they  bad  not  only  to  ad  minis* 
ter  juatice  with  impartiality,  but  also  to 
look  to  popularity.  On  the  whole,  as  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  for  the  motion, 
he^  should  move,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  House  proceed  to  the  other  orders  of 
the  day ;  at  the  same  time,  he  certainly 
should  not  object  to  any  rational  motion 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  J.  Nevfpori  said,  that  aa  this  waa  one 
of  tbe  days  on  which  notices  had  prece* 
d^nce  of  orders,  and  there  was  anothev 
motion  to  be  made,  tbe  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  debarred  frc^n  moving  tbe  other 
orders  of  the  day.  I|  was  a  prevalent 
opinion,  that  the  fees  had  been  augmented 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  ;  and  he  had 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  information 
on  tbe  subject,  from  the  foars  of  the  pri^c^ 
Ikioners,  lest  by  making  any  disclosures 
they  should  incur  the  displeasure  of  theic 
respective  courts.  This  was  a  case  that 
caHed  for  information  ; .  and  justice  would 
be  denied  to  the  public,  if  it  were  not 
fairly  brought  under  their  view. 

Mr.  ikuhurst  contended,  that  the  hon« 
ge^^tem^A  had  nojt  given  reasons  to  be;) 
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lieTe  that  there  was  the  slight^t  suspicion 
against  the  officers  of  the  superior  courts ; 
and  yet  the  integrity  of  the  whole  juris- 
-prudence  of  the  country  was  to  be  called 
in  quest ion«  without  knowing  upon  what 
foundation.  He  ridiculed  the  idea,  that 
the  practitioners  in  the  .courts  would  be 
afraid  to  tell  how  and  when  the  fees  were 
raised  ;  and  insisted,  that  if  the  hon.gen- 
.tleman  bad  made  any  enquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  could  not  have  been  in  the  dark 
about  it  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  C.  Wymc  said,  his  right  bon.  friend 
had  by  his  motion  imputed  no  improper 
conduct  to  the  judges.  The  House  had 
certainly  a  right  to  enquire  if  the  fees  had 
been  raised,  though  it  should  afterwards 
appear  that  they  had  been  raised  by  pro- 
per authority.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
increase  of  fees  was  proper,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increasing  expence  of  living. 
But  the  high  opinion  he  entertained  of 
the  judges,  was  not  to  lead  to  a  blind  con- 
fidence in  his  capacity  of  member  of  par- 
liament. In  the  reign  of  Geo.  2,  a  similar 
enquiry  had  l>een  made,  and  the  judgfes 
of  thai  day  were  inferior  to  none  that  had 
ever  presided  in  the  courts  of  England. 
Should  the  present  motion  be  opposed, 
grounds  of  suspicion  would  arise. 

Mr.  Rdit  suggested,  that  all  objection 
could  be  removed  by  shaping  the  motion 
so  as  to  require  a  return  from  those  courts 
where  the  fees  bad  been-  augmented  dur- 
ing the  last  20  years. 

Sir  John  Newport  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  that  alteration,  since  his 
whole  object  would  thereby  be  answered. 

The  original  motion  and  the  amend- 
ment were  then  withdrawn ;  when  sir  J. 
Kewport  moved  f<fr  a  return  of  the  rate 
of  fees  in  those  courts,  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical, of  England  and  Ireland,  in  which  an 
increase  had,  taken  place  within  the  last 
20  years ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  authority  under  which  such  an  altera- 
tion had  been  made.  On  this  motion 
being  put, 

Mr.  SnrpAai  said,  he  did  Jiot  rise  to  op- 
.  pose  the  motion,  as  now  worded  ;  but  he 
could  not  Sttfler  it  to  pass  without  making 
his  protest  against  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  originally  brought  forward;  from 
which  it  could  not  but  be  presumed,  prifiia 
Sack,  that  suspicions  had  been  incurred, 
that  the  officers  of  the.  courts  in  England 
had  been'  parties  to  injustice,  in  raising 
the  fees  of  such  courts  without  due  autho* 
rity,  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  those 
courts  into  disrepute  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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public.  Whatever  might  have  been  thf 
case  ip  Ireland,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
baronet  bad  acknowledged  he  meant  ori- 
ginally to  have  confined  his  motion,  he 
believed  there  was  pot  the  smallest  cause 
for  such  suspicion  in  this  country  ;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  suffer  the  motion^ 
even  as  altered,  to  pass,  without  having  so 
far  expressed  his  sentiments  on  it. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  thought  such  sus- 
picions as  those  mentioned  by  the  bon« 
and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
might  certainly  be  enteruined.  For  bis 
own  part,  he  should  never  have  thought 
of  any  such  suspicions,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  day's  debate,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  motion  had  been  resisted  in  its 
outset  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  was  glad,  however,  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  put  the  matter  in  such  a  light,  as 
should  answer,  every  purpose  of  his  right 
lion,  friend  who  brought  forward  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Poiuonby  observed,  that  the  present 
were  ^xtraord'mary  times,  as  hardly  a  day 
passed  which  did  not  introduce  some 
perfectly  novel  proceeding  in  that  House*  • 
They  were  now  told,  they  ought  not  to 
enquire  into  the  amount  of  sums  raised 
from  the  people  of  this  country  ;  it  woi^ld 
be^  to  insult  the  judges,  by  seeming  (o  at- 
tach suspicion  to  them.  Formerly  they 
were  told,  it  was  the  first  duty  of  that 
Hou(^  to  enquire  what  sums  were  raised 
in  any  way  from  the  people.  They  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  enquire  into  any 
increased  expence  thrown  on  Jthe  public. 
If  it  should  be  proved  that  an  increase 
had  taken  place  in  the  fees  paid  in  the 
several  courts,  that  increase  might  appear 
to  be  justifiable  and'  necessary  ;  but  of 
this  the  House  could  not  judge  till  they 
iiad  called  for  information  on  the  subject, 
and  an  answer  had  been  given.  But  a 
learned  gentleman  had  said,  it  would 
consume  so  much  of  the  judges'  valuable 
time  to  make  the  returns  called  for,  that, 
on  that  account,  the  proposition  ought 
not  to  be  entertained.  How  much  of  their 
time  would  it  consume  if  no  increase  in 
the  fees  had  taken  place?  How  long 
would  it  take  them  to  return  "  nil"  to  the 
application  made  ?  The  House  had  never 
been  more  jealous  of  any  infringement  of 
their  authority  than  of  any  attempt  to 
raise  money  from  the  people  without  their 
direct  interference.  In  refusing  to  allow 
the  enquiry  to  be  made  which  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  recommended,  the  Chan- 
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*ce!lor  of  the  "Exchequer  had  Aone  wh*t 
no  minister  had  dome  before ;  atid  he 
'ought  to  feel  Inach  obliged  to  hid  right 
Tion.  friend  (Mr.  Kose)  for  extricBting 
"him  fi'om  the  awful  si tuatioti  in  which  he 
lad  placed  himself. 

'  Mr.  Boihurst  agrieed  with  th)e  laa^ 
'speaker,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Rose)  deserved  thanks;  but  contended, 
these  ought  to  come  from  the  right  hon. 
iiaronet  (sir  J.  Newport),  and  not  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  When 
ihe  right  hon.  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
liule  trouble  the  judges  would  hare  in  re- 
turning ''  nil"  he  was  talking  of  the  pro- 
position of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Ilose),  and  not  of  Chat  of  the  right  hon. 
baronet  (sir  J.  Newport). 

Mr.  Plunkett  contended,  that  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  if  appllicable  at  all,  applied 
witii  equal  force  to  the  motion  as  amended 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rose,  viz.  that 
there  was  something  in  it  that  implied 
suspicion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  judges, 
and  that  the  House  could  not  adopt  it 
unless  a  specific  (Charge  were  introduced. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  there- 
fore could  not,  with  any  regard  to  con- 
sistency, agree  to  the  amendment:  all 
^hat  the  amendment  did  was,  to  require  a 
return  from  the  courts  in  which  the  fees 
had  been  augmented ;  and  the  augmenta- 
tion was  the  ground  of  suspicion ;  it  seemed 
as  if  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Rose)  had  cha- 
ritably interposed  to  sare  his  friend  from 
opprbbrium.  Thus,  then,  a  double  no- 
velty was  to  be  observed  ;  first,  that  such 
a  toiotion  should  be  resisted  at  all ;  and, 
secondly,  that  ministers  had  changed  their 
opinions  without  any  substantial  change 
in  (he  motion  to  authorize  it  The  right 
hon.  bart.  was  perfectly  correct  when  he 
said  that  these  augmentations  were  consi- 
dered as  a  grievance  in  Irehind  ;  they 
formed,  in  some  cases,  so  great  an  obstacle, 
^that  in  some  instances  persons  had  refrain- 
ed from  seeking  justice,  not  bting  able 
io  Sustain  the  increased  expence.  Sup- 
))osing  this,  however,  not  to  be  the  fact, 
\Dne  salutary  dbject  would  be  answefed  by 
removing  all  suspicion. 

Mr.  Smcon  said  a  lew  words  in  favour  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stephen  explained. 

Sir  /.  Navport  said,  his  reason  for  bring- 
Ingfbrward  the  motion  in  suth  general  tertns 
Was,  to  takeaway  every  idea  of  attaching  the 
smallest  suspicion  to  the  conduct  of  the; 
Judges.    Ibe  way*  howeftr^  ia  which  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  opposed 
the  hnotlon,  was  the  only  one  which  coold 
attach  such  suspicion  to  those  high  cha- 
racters; and,  therefore,  he  ieh  himself 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  frentleman  for  tibe 
amendment  he  had  suggested,  which  cer- 
tainly enabled  him  to  attain  every  object 
be  had  in  view  in  bringing  forward  the 
motion. 

The  ((aescioii  was  then  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Clkrct  PfiNALTtEs  BiLL.]    On  a  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  ' 

Lord  Folkatone  said,  that  in  the  early 
part  of  the  evening  it  had  been  stated,  that 
there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  opposition 
to  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  that  it  woukl 
only  be  objected  to  in  the  detail ;  and  that 
therefore  there  would  be  no  debate  on  the 
second  reading,  as  the  entire  examination 
of  the  measure  would  be  reserved  for  the 
committee;  he,  however,  had  at  that  tinoe 
different  intentions;  and  he  had  been 
anxious  to  oatch  the  eye  of  the  Speaker,  in 
order  to  give  notice  of  that  ditierence.  So 
much  did  he  object  to  the  general  prior- 
ciple  of  the  Bill,  that  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  oppose  the  second  reading,  even 
in  that  thin  stale  of  the  House.  All  the 
general  arguments  which  applied  to  pre- 
cipitate Bills  applied  to  that  befbre  the 
House ;  soch  Bills  were  usually  ralher  the 
tffiects  of  feeling  than  of  reason.  Hisohief 
particular  objection  tothe  Bill  arose  from 
the  injury  it  would  do  to  an  individual. 
The  Act  passed  about  twelve  years  ago, 
regutatiti^  the  residence  of  the  clergy, 
held  out  inducements  to  persons  to  com- 
4tieace  actions  fbr  any  breach  of  Che  pro- 
visions of  that  Act ;  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  the  .' 
prosecutor  bad  a  vested  interest  in  the 
penalties  attached  to  its  violations.  The 
Bill  went  to  destroy  that  vested  interest. 
It  would  be  an  ex  pett/kdo  act  to  deprive 
an  individual  of  his  right,  and  to  indem- 
nify others  who  bad  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  law.  Feeling  had  been  called  in  to 
aid  this  cAuse,  and  the^ivorst  feelings  that 
could  be  employed ;  prejadice  had  been 
resorted  to ;  and  the  odious  leim  of  in- 
former had  been  used,  to  excite  hatrsd 
against  theproeecntorof  the  actions  whidh 
gavebirth^  the  Bill,  and  pity  and  syn- 
pathy  for  thoscwho  were  the  objects  of 
them.  It  bad  been  said,  chat  Mr.  Wright 
had  entrapped  those 'persons  *wbom  he  bati 
proiecnted  into  the  very  ofifiwices' fbr 'which 
he  bad  prosecuted  them;  bdthowwasit 
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possible  that  be- couUi  ha^e  so  eoU'apiiied 
ihem  ?  Altbough  b«  bad  a  nested  interest 
ia  tjie  peiialiMei^  ye%  tbat  inteMist  waa  mb' 
jfAted  U>  thj9  verdict  of  a  jijry  apdthe  de- 
cidion  of  a  c(Murt»  and  there (ora  it  was  im- 
possible tbat  be  c<iuld  6t^r,ap  tbeip. ;  i'ar 
if  xb»  pjroBeiQittor  b%d  caused  thom  to  coni- 
out  Ibe  ofibnc«,  they  coyid  bav«  proved 
tbat  fact  on  the  t^ ia| ;  and  indeed,  any 
facts  operating  in  their  favour  nvght  also 
bsKf  e  been  proied  in  a  siqiiiajr  manner ; 
aiid  if  sufiicientiy  strong,  not  only  wouJd 
file  prosecutor  have  lost  bis  penalties ;  but 
be  woald  also  have  been  liable  to  tbe  costs. 
of  the  defendants,  as  well  as  his  own. 
]4ncb  caluiany  bad  been  afloat,  and  tbe 
t^tt  ^  informer'  waa  constantly  appl^d  to 
Ux.  Wright ;  but  it  would  be  remembered, 
tbat  this  calumny  originated  with  those 
vbo  bad  been  injured  by  him,,  and  who 
bad  aiso  been  guilty  of  breaking  the  laws. 
tie  was  not  of  opinion  tbat  the  clergy  had 
any  pretensions  to  indulgence ;  if  they  had 
been  a  body  remarkable  for  an  assiduous 
dttpbarge  of  their  duties^  he  would  not  be 
•oe  to  punisb  them  for  a  neglect  of  forms; 
but  were  they  so  ?  Another  reason  which 
bad  been  stated  for  tbe  Bill  was,  tbe  great 
amount  of  tbe  sums  which  might  be  re- 
covered by  Mr.  Wright  from  some  of  the 
non-residents.  Bat  surely  this  was  a  sin- 
gular case,  if  tbe  extent  to  which  tbe  trans- 
gression, of  the  law  had  been  carried  was  to 
be  a  gdonnd  for  not  iaflicttng  its  penalties. 
It  was  said,  too,  tbat  the  penalties  in  many 
^sases  had  been  incurred  by  neglect  or 
ignorance  of  tbe  law.  How  was  this  argu- 
ment, be  would  ask,  listened  to  in  oiber 
casesin  coartsofjustice,  even  when  pleaded 
in  behalf  of  tbe  lowest  and  most  unlearned 
members  of  tbe  community  ?  Here,  how- 
ever, there  was  a  body  of  men,  the  learned 
and  affluent,  who  bad  br9ken  tbe  law^  and 
yet  prayed  to  be  excused  from  suSbring 
wider  it.  It  was  said,  that  the  ruin  of 
several  individuals  would  be  tbe  conse- 
quence of  enforcing  the  law.  That  such 
rninsbouki  take  place,  be  sbopld  bje  as 
9orry  fts  any  man ;  but  why  should  this 
calamity  be  averted  at  tbe  expe^ce  of  Mr. 
Wrigbt  aione  ?  It  might  be  a  preferable 
ceufse  to  indevAify  tboae  who  fjrere  fub- 
imat  to  tbe  penalties,  out  of  the  produpe  of 
osftain  sinecute  places,  or  some  s^b 
source.  From  tbe  reasons  be  had  stated* 
iieling  it  impossible  to  approve  of  tbe  Bill, 
be  protested  against  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wciksrail  said,  that  not  only  the 
pareseni  Bill,  but  every  BUI  of  Indemipity, 
m%^Uke9pQU  JSofito  law.    Thai  ^te  per- 
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ioui  indemnified  by  the  BiUhad  cobunitted, 
any  real  oflence  he  denied;  they  being 
liable  to  tbe  penalties,  in  most  cases,  be- 
cause they  bad  neglected  to  send  in  a  no- 
tification of  their  non- residence.  Tbe  lav 
involve^  in  it  a  roost  flagrant  absui;(lity,  by 
making  people  liable  to  such  severe  punish- 
ment for  tbe  most  trivial  inadvertencies ; 
for  in  nipe  cases  ou^  of  ten  tbe  penalties 
were  incurred  on  account  of  mere  omis^ 
sions  of  form.  This  being  the  cas^,  the 
House  was  to  Ipok  to  what  it  had  doue^ 
on  aimilar  occasions;  and  it  would  be 
seen  tbat  by  the  43d  of  the  King,  tb^ 
clergy  bad  been  indemnified  against  tbe 
consequences  of  neglect,  siniilar  to  tbat 
against  the  consequences  of  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  secure  them. 

Mr.  IVtsiem  said,  be  should  give  bis  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  thougt^ 
be  could  not  help  feeling  the  weight  of 
those  objections  which  were  urged  by  bis 
noble  ffiend  behind  biro,  and  which  he 
thought  were  not  sulGciently  answered  by 
the  learned  gentleman  opposite.  It  coul(j( 
not  be  denied,  that  the  informant  bad,  by 
the  Act  of  the  43d,  a  vested  right  in  the 
writs  he  had  taken  out  under  that  Act; 
and  that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  would  deprive  him  of 
that  right.  The  justification  of  such  a  mea^ 
sure  could  only  be  found  in  tbe  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  the  necessity  of  tbe 
case.  It  was  a  choice  of  difficuhies  in 
which  the  House  was  involved;  but  i(  was 
qi^ite  clear  that  the  clergy  ought  not,  and 
must  pot  be  left  without  adequate  relief, 
where  no  moral  culpability  whatever  coitlc} 
attach.  Mr.  W.  said,  bethought  tbe  8taie«> 
ment  he  had  made  was  due  to  the  character 
ofthe  clergy  in  genera),  and  cpncluded  witl^ 
saying,  he  should  give  bis  assent  to.  tbe 
second  reading  ofthe  Bill. 

Mr.  Creevty  would,  as  be  supposed  tb^ 
noble  lord  would  press  tbe  question  to  4 
division,  give  bis  reasons  why  be  felt 
obliged  to  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  from  any  affection 
to  informers ;  for  he  knew  no  class  of  per- 
sons wboni  he  more  inyeterately  hated  and 
despised,  than  those  who  obtained  money 
by  practicing  informations;  nor  beCaqse 
be  was  not  fiware  that  th^  church  was  suf- 
fering g  root  injuries  m  conseqjuence  of  th^ 
BJU  regulatiifg  residence;  but  b^^ouU 
not^  coi)8ei>t  to  relieye  tbe  clergy  by  the 
pres^m  BilL  becaMse  it  would  trencq  on 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  p^rliamei^l^ 
and  ill^ally  destroy  a  vested  interest; 
and  be  was  astpni^ed  to  find  tbe  Bill  re* 
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ceire  the  sanction  ancTtopl^ortof  the  gen* 
Uemen  opposite.  When  be  or  any  other 
person  proposed  to  abolish  any  sioecare 
held  by  patent  or  otherwise,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  he  was  always  answered,  "  Ob, 
you  can  do  no  such  thing—such  a  one  has 
a  tested  interest  in  it/'— and  m>  forth ;  but 
now.  when  the  matter  was  different  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  concerned,  there  was 
no  hesitation  to  destroy  a  vested  interest, 
aUhongh  it  was  fenced  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament* The  produce  of  the  informa- 
tions was  a  rested  right ;  and  though  the 
Tery  name  of  "  informer''  was  odious,  he 
most  support  the  interest  of  one,  notwith- 
standing the  hardships  under  which  the 
prosecuted  clergy  laboured. 

Mr.  Baiharsi  defended  the  Bill.  That 
breaches  of  the  law  had  been  committed, 
was  not  denied ;  but  he  maintained  that 
the  quality  of  the  offence  was  not  that 
against  which  the  legisfature  had  most  to 
provide.  A  Bill  indemnifying  »  person 
from  penalties  incurred  by  the  omission  of 
a  matter  of  form  (Mr.  Grant,  jun.),  had 
just  passed  without  opposition.  From  the 
language  held  by  the  noble  lord,  it  should 
teem  be  would  allow  of  nothing  of  this 
sort.  He  would  not  admit  that  a  breach 
of  the  law  could  in  any  way  be  qualified 
by  circumstances ;  his  langua^e  would  be 

"  Fiat  ju3titia,  mat  coelum." 
For  his  part,  it;  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
present  was  a  case  in  which  legislative  in- 
terference was  imperiously  demanded. 
It  was,  however,  not  intended  to  sare  the 
clergy  at  the  expeoce  of  Mr.  Wright. 
He  would  be  allowed  his  costs ;  and  where 
the  law  had  been  broken,  so  as  to  involve 
a  moral  offence,  he  would  be  enabled  to 
proceed  for  those  penalties  which,  in  such 
cases,  the  legislature  had  intended  should 
be  paid.  All  that  was  desired  by  the  pre« 
sent  Bill  was,  to  secure  those  from  ruin 
who  had  unconsciously  offended  against 
the  letter  of  the  law,  without  violating  its 
spirit. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

BOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  April  4. 
Rupture  op  the  Negociations.]  The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  said : — My  lords :  Before 
I  move  that  this  House  do  adjourn,  I  have 
to  inform  your  lordships,  in  pursuance  of 
the  commands  of  his  royal  highness  ^e 
Prince  Regent,  that  the  Negociations  en- 
tered into  by  our  Allies,  tand  on  the  part 
of  his  Majesty;  with  the  French  govern- 
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meat,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the' 
blessings  of  peace,  are  at  an  end.  It  is 
with  great  satistaction,  however,  that  1  am 
able  to  state,  on  this  occasion,  that  both 
with  respect  to  the  principle  of  the  nego« 
elation  itself,  and  with  reference  to  the  cir- 
cumstances that  accompanied  it,  on  which' 
it  ultimately  turned,  the  most  complete 
concert  and  agreement  have  sabsisted 
among  all  the  allied  powers. — ^This  House 
and  the  public  will  naturally  expect  dtie 
information  on  the  subject.  In  this  vi^w, 
I  have  to  state,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  allied  powers  to  issue  a  formal  De- 
claration, setting  forth  the  grounds  and 
motiTes  of  their  conduct  on  this  most  im- 
portant occasion.  And  it  t>ecomes  the 
duty  of  the  confidential  advisers  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  lay 
upon  the  table  of  parliament  a  copy  of 
such  document,  together  with  such  other 
information  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
tor  the  due  illustration  of  the  subject. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  be  premature  and  im- 
proper to  say  more  at  present.  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  make  this  commu- 
nication to  your  lordships,  and  shall  con- 
clude with  moving,  "  That  this  Housp  do 
now  adjourn.'* 

Earl  Gr^  obserTed,  that  he  d'erived  a 
great  consolation  from  the  statement  of 
the  noble  lord,  that  not  only  in  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  negociation  was 
carried  on,  but  also  in  the  causes  which  led 
to  the  termination  of  that  negociation, 
there  had  been  the  most  complete  agree- 
ment among  the  Allies. '  When  that  infor- 
mation promised  by  the  noble  lord  shoald 
be  communicated  to  the  House,  he  trusted 
that  they  would  haTe  the  farther  satisfac- 
tion of  learning,  not  only  that  the  Allies 
had  agreed  in  the  principles  of  the  nego- 
ciation, and  the  circumstances  and  condi^ 
tions  upon  which  it  was  terminated ;  but 
that  those  circumstances  and  conditions 
would  prove  that  the  negociation  had  been 
broken  off  by  the  ambition  and  injustice 
of  the  enemy.  The  noble  lord  bad  said, 
that  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies,  and 
such  further  information  as  might  be 
wanted,  would,  in  doe  time,  be  laid  before 
the  House.  It  was  undoubtedly  his  wish,  • 
and  the  wish  of  all  their  lordships,  he  be- 
lieved, to  examine  these  documents  as 
soon  as  possible ;  and  he  wanted  to  know 
from  the  noble  lord,  whether  they  had  any 
reason  to  expect  that  the  papers  would 
be  laid  before  the  House  before  the  ad- 
journment, that  they  might  come  prepared 
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to  the  diflcusgion  of  the  subject  its  soon 
after  the  recess  as  possible. 

The  Earl  of  Lhirpool  said,  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  produce  them  to  the  House 
before  the  recess;  but  they  would  be 
ready,  he  believed,  the  very  day  on  which 
parliament  should  first  meet  after  the 
period  for  which  it  might  be  found  con- 
venient to  adjourn  the  House  during  the 
approaching  holidays.  Care  would  be 
taken  in  the  mean  time  to  have  the  papers 
printed,  that  they  might  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  that  shape  when  they  met ; 
and  he  should  propose  as  early  a  day  after 
the  recess  as  was  consistent  with  a  due 
understanding  of  the  subject,  for  taking 
the  papers  iAto  consideration. 

Earl  Gr^  expressed  himself  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  of  the  noble  earl.  A 
day  too  early  would  not  be  satisfactory, 
when  Tery  extensive  and  Voluminous 
papers  were  to  he  the  subject  of  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  said,  there  was  no 
intention  entertained  of  hurrying  on  the 
discussion.  What  he  meant  was,  that  as 
early  a  day  as  possible,  but  not  that  too 
early  a  day,  should  be  fixed. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Monday,  April  4. 

Cl^rct  Penalties  Bill.]  Mr.  Ba- 
ihuru  expressed  a  wish  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  above 
Bill,  which  stood  for  to-morrow,  should  be 
postponed  for  a  day  or  two. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  that  he,  as  well  as 
others,  was  prepared  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  merits  of  the  Bill  to-morrow ; 
and,  if  it  were  put  off  for  a  short  time, 
perhaps  he  should  not  be  able  to  attend. 
He  thought  it  should  be  postponed  till 
after  the  holidays,  if  it  were  postponed 
at  all. 

Mr.  Btulmru  did  not  see  the  necessity 
for  so  great  a  delay. 

Mr.  Wlnthmtd  observed,  that  if  the 
assertion  contained  in  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Wright  were  true,  that  he  could  do  away 
a  great  number  of  the  allegations  made 
i^inst  him  by  his  opponents,  sufficient 
time  ought  to  be  given  to  him  for  that 
purpose.  Though  the  business  might  have 
been  taken  up  with  strong  feelings  of  pre- 
judice against  Mr.  Wright,  yet  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  member  of  par- 
liament but  wished  the  real  state  of  the 
case  to  be  fairly  investigated,  and  that 
every  thing  which  Mr.  Wright  had  to 
itate  should  be  fairly  heard. 
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Mr.  Baihurit  said,  Mr.  Wright  had  only 
desired  liberty  to  cdntradict  statements 
contained  in  one  petition,  that  of  Mr. 
Priest.  If,  by  application  to  the  Hoosei 
or  by  any  other  means  that  appeared 
more  likely  to  attain  his  end,  he  thought  he 
could  disprove  the  statements  of  his  oppo- 
nents, he  might,  of  course,  do  so. 

Mr.  WhUbread  believed  that  a  petition 
had  been  presented  from  Mr.  Wright, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  at  the  bar 
of  the  House,  against  the  Bill ;  and  every 
reasonable  time  should,  therefore,  be  al- 
lowed him. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  then  postponed  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  until  Monday 
the  1 8(h  instant 

Copper  Cubrency.]  Mr.  Gratfell  mov- 
ed, **  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  copy  of  the  Memorial  of  certam  manu- 
facturers, dated  the  4>th  of  March  last,  and 
addressed  to  the  lords  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  subject  of  the  present  state  of  our 
Copper  Currency.**  *   • 

Mr.  WMibread  stated,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ref\isal  to  take  Tower  half* 
pence  in  payment,  which  was  so  general 
throughout  the  country,  he  had  heard  that 
great  distress  was  felt  in  the  manufactur- 
ing districts.  The  shopkeepers  would  not 
take  these  halfpence ;  and,  in  one  town, 
he  was  informed,  persons  who  collected 
the  poor  rate^  had  also  refused  them,  by 
which  -very  great  inconvenience  wag  pro- 
duped.  He  was  aware,  that  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Vansiitart)  had  done 
efery  thing  in  his  power  to  check  the  evil, 
and  a  proclamation  had  been  issued  on  the 
subject.  He(Mr.  Whitbread)  was,  bow- 
ever,  of  opinion,  that  much  good  would 
result  if  a  fresh  proclamation  were  pub- 
lished. 

The  Ckancelhr  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  he 
could  add  nothing  to  what  he  had  already 
stated  on  this  subject.  He  had  publicly 
declared,  that  the  Tower  halfpence  were 
a  legal  tender,  and  that  fact  was  still  far- 
ther made  known  by  proclamation.  He 
was  not  aware»  that  any  of  the  officers  of 
government  had  refused  to  take  them ;  if 
they  had  done  so,  their  conduct  was  im- 
proper. Persons  possessing  halfpence  of 
this  description,  would  receive  their  full 
nominat  value  at  the  Mint. 

Mr.  Whitbread  did  not  mean  to  throw 
any  imputation  on  the  course  pursued  br 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  All  he  intend- 
ed to  say  was,  that  a  fresh  proclamation 
might  be  of  use*    Insuncet^  he  believed. 
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had  occurr^f  in  which  pertoos,  halving 
nothing  but  these  halfpence  with  which 
to  purchase  necessaries  for  their  faioilies, 
were.  In  consequence  of  their  not  being 
taken,  obliged  to  apply  for  assistance  to 
the  parish. 

Mr.  Grettfell  said,  it  was  not,  generally 
known,  but  ought  to  be  perfectly  uader- 
atood  throughout  the  country,  that  the  full 
nominal  yalue  was  given,  at  the  Mint,  in 
Bank  notes,  for  Tower  halfpence. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Memorial  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Grenfdl  then  gave  notice,  that,  pro- 
bably toon  after  the  tetena,  but  certainly 
before  the  period  arrived  when  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Vansittart)  should 
make  his  arrangements  for  a  new  loan  for 
tbe  service  of  the  country,  be  woold  call 
the  attention  of  the  Bouse  to  the  20th  of 
the  King,  which  gave  authority  to  the 
commissioners  for  the  management  of  ilie 
sinking  fimd,  to  apply  the  whole  or  any 
part  c?  that  fund  in  furtherance  of  any 
loan  or  loans. 

,  RuPTURg  OF  THE  Negociatioiis.]  The 
ChanccUbT  of  tJie  Exchtqutr : — i  aea  atHlio* 
lised  by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re<* 
gent,  to  inform  the  House,  that  the  nego- 
tiations lately  o|>ened  at  Chatillea  have 
terminated  in  a  rupture,  and  that  a  fur* 
iher  communication  on  that  subject  wi)l 
speedily  be  made  to  pai^liament.  I  am 
ba^py  to  be  able  to  state,  tliat  the  mode  and 
spirit  in  which  these  discutsiens  have  been 
conducted  and  carried  on  to  the  point  of 
their  termination,  have  met  with  the  entire 
concurrence  and  approbation  of  all  our 
Allies ;  and  that  they  are  about  to  sublnit 
a  Declaration  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world, 
in  which  they  will  explain  the  principles 
by  which  they  have  been  guided,  and 
justify  theoMelves  of  all  blame  in  the 
failure  of  this  pacific  attempt.  As  soon 
as  this  Declaration  is  issued,  and  shall 
reach  this  cduntry,  it  is  his  Royal  High- 
ness's  intention,  that  it  be  laid,  toge^er 
with  all  papers  and  documents  relative  to 
the  laue  cooierencee,  before  this  House.^- 
I  cannot,  with  propriety,  say  any  thing 
more  upon  the  subject  at  present,  and  shaU 
therefore  move  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr;  Potucmby  wished  to  ask,  in  the  6r8l 
place,  whether  all  the  papers  which  were 
necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  iiorm  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  negociation  woM 
be  laid  before  them  ?  and,  secondly,  at 
what  tii&e  the  communication  WMild  be 
Bftadc? 
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The  Chancellor  qfihc  Exchequer  said,  that 
no  communication  would  be  made  of  any 
thing:,  the  disclosare  of  which  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  country;  but  that  every ' 
disposition  existed  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  to  afford  the  fullest 
information  to  the  House.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  exactly  at  what  time  the 
Declaration  would  arrive  in  this  country  ; 
but,  if  possible,  it  would  be  laid  before 
parliament,  with  the  other  papers,  shortly 
after  the  recess.  Full  time  would  then  be 
given  to  the  House  for  the  consideration  of 
the  papers ;  as  there  was  no  disposition  on 
the  part  of.  his  l^^lajesty's  government  to 
press  prematurely  fox  a  determination  on 
the  subject* 

Mr.  PomonlQf  declared  himsalf  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  explanation. 

AoJOURNMaNT.]  Mr.  Poiwmiy  saidj 
in  consequence  ot  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon«  gentleman  (Mr.  Van^ 
sittart},  who  had  just  made  a  commu- 
nication k)  the  House  by  the  authority  of 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  he 
begged  leave  to  ask,  what  dorataon  it  wa^ 
his  intention  to  give  to  the  next  adjourn'- 
ment  ?  When  they  last  had  some  conver- 
sation on  this  point,  the  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman said,  that  the  adjournment  would 
be  of  the  usual  length,  which  would  carry 
them  to  that  day  fortnight;  for  he  be* 
lieved,  the  ordinary  practice  was,  to  ad- . 
joum  on  the  Thursday  before  Good  Friday, 
to  the  Monday  week  following.  The 
right  bon.  gentleman  had  told  the  House, 
tlmt  they  would  not  have  any  information 
imroectiately  from  their  own  government 
on  the  subject  of  the  negociation,  but  that 
they  must  wait  till  the  Allies  had  published 
their  Declaration  on  the  continent — which, 
when  received  in  this  country,  would  be 
laid  before  parliament,  accompanied  by 
such  papers  as  would  enable  the  House  to 
form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  ciccum* 
stances.  He  recollected  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  (when  the  conversation  took 
place  to  which  he  had  alladed,)  observed, 
that  the  adjournment  would  not  be  of 
greater  length  than  usual,  but  that  it  might 
probably  he  shorter.  Now,  it  was  ma- 
terial for  the  House  to  know,  whether  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  intended  to  propose 
an  adjournment  of  the  ordinary  leng^tb,  or 
to  shorten  it.  Because  if  they  were  l» 
depend  on  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies 
being  sent  to  this  government,  before  any 
consmunicaiion  couJd  be  madia  to  the 
House,  it  must  be  evident  to  every  i 
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that  the  time  inigbt  foe  prolonged  at  the 
pleasure  of  those  Allies ;  and  the  House, 
during  the  whole  period,  might  remain 
without  any  communication  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  on  this  most  interesting 
subject,' in  consequence  of  the  Declaration 
being  kept  foa<^k.  This  would  be  a  very 
awkward  situation  both  for  parliament  and 
the  country.  The  proper  course  of  pro- 
ceeding he  therefore  thought  would  be, 
not  to  adjourn,  in  the  first  instance,  for  so 
great  a  length  of  time  as  was  intended, 
but  to  shorten  it  considerably.  Parlia- 
ment would  thus  have  an  opportunity  of 
acting  according  to  circumstances.  In 
that  view,  the  shorter  the  period  of  ad- 
journment the  better,  and  he  could  not 
conceive  any  reason  which  csilled  for  a 
recess  of  more  than  a  very  few  day^. 

The  Chanpelhr  of  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  intended  to  adjourn  the  House,  on 
Thursday  next,  till  Monday  fortnight.—^ 
With  respect  to  the  Declaratioh  of  the 
Allies,  it  was  clear  that  they  most  be 
most  desirous  to  lay  their  conduct  before 
the  world  as  speedily  as  possible.  There- 
fore, little  doubt  could  exist,  but  that 
they  would  publish  their  Declaration  im- 
mediately after  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
ciation.  He  hoped,  however,  that,  about 
the  time  when  the  intended  adjournment 
would  terminate,  his  nobl^  friend  (lord 
Oastlereagh),  who  was  best  able  to  ex- 
plain the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  subject,  would  have  arrived  in  this 
kingdom.  If,  however,  the  allies  should 
change  their  intention  of  publishing  a  De- 
claration, it  would,  of  course,  be  the  duty 
of  government  to  give  to  the  House  such 
information,  with  tespect  to  their  conduct 
Mid  principles,  as  might  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  Pofifonl^ said,  m  all.  former  cases 
•f  that  kind,  it  was  not  customary  for  this 
country  to  wait^  for  information,  and  to 
stay  proceedings  in  parliament,  depend- 
ing on  a  Declaration  to  be  published  by 
their  Allies.  He  admitted,  that  a  Declara- 
tion of  their  Allies  generally  preceded  the 
notice,  in  parliament,  of  subjects  of  this 
nature;  but  the  present  proceeding  vras 
entirely  different — because  the  right  hon. 
genlieman  expressly  stated,  that  tliey 
"were  not  to  receive  any  informatian  untU 
tbe  DeekratfanoftheAllieM'was received 
in  this  €o«imry.  But  if  they  f«cillated  in' 
•tbe  course  ^they  proposed  to  pursue,  or  if 
they  ebftoged  their  inleniions  altogether 
•on  the  iob^t  of  a<Deelafation,  th^  go- 
^inemoBiefit  would  atate  aavuetbing  oa  the 
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subject  themelves ;  so  that,  in  fact,  it  9XL 
depended  on  Ute  conduct  of  tiie  Alliea. 
This  was  a  most  novel  sttuatiou-*-ihsMt 
they  were  to  d^pedd  on  the  conduct  ofi 
other  powers^  for  informcuion,  and  net  on 
the  act  of  the  Brhish  gotcrnroent  itselC 
This  was  a.  state  of  things  perfectly  new, 
and  such  ks  was  never  before  known  in 
parliament.  Nor  did  he  think  a  proceed*- 
ing  such  as  this  codld  be  defended,,  by 
which  parliament  and  the  nation  were 
kept  waiting  for  information  on  a  point  of 
the  utmost  magnitude,  until  cerUio  acts 
were  performed  by  other  states. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtuer  ^a  id, 'the 
right  lion,  gentleman  had  misunderstood' 
him.  He  did  not  mean  to  state,  that  the 
information  to  be  laid  before  parliament 
was  entirely  to  depend  on  the  Declara- 
tion of  the  Allies ;  but  that,  as  the  Aliiea 
inteuded  to  publish  such  a  document,  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  it,  that  it 
might  be  submitted  to  the  House,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  papers  relating  to  . 
the  same  subject.  Besides,  the  whole  q£ 
the  Allies  would  join  in  the  Declaration 
to  which  he  had  alluded ;  it  might,  there- 
fore, be  considered  as  affording  an  expla^ 
nation  of  the  conduct  of  this  government. 

Mr.  Ponumby  observed,  that,  according 
to  thisexplanation,  he  certainly  must  have 
mistaken  the  right  hon.  gentJemah.  He 
understood  him  to  have  stated  to  the 
House,  by  authority  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  tbe  Allies  to 
publish  a  joint  Declaration;  and  tfaat» 
when  it  was  received  in  this  coantry,  it 
should  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House, 
with  such  other  papers  as  were  necessary 
toBlttcidate  the  subject.  If,  however,  he 
bad  not  understood  him  correctly,  he  had 
nothing  more  to  oiler  on  the  subject.    . 

New  Custok  House]  Mr.  Barmg 
aaidy  that  the  motion  which  be  was  about 
to  make  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  sudh  a 
nature,  as  would  not  call  forth  any  oppo- 
sition from  the  righthon.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Vansittart).  Goferument 
•were  now  about  to  cause  a  new  Custom- 
house to  be  erected  in  the  cky  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  when  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
public  money  as  it  mast  necessarily  de- 
mand was  4bout  to  be  expended,  it 
should,  in  some  shape  or  other,  come, 
under  the  cognizance  of  parliament.  He 
did  not  by  any  means  suppose,  that  ^e 
plan  was  a  bad  or  an  improperly  expen- 
sive one;  but  a  building  of  this  deserip- 
tioa  was  of  such  importance,  tfatt  an  estt- 
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mate  of  the  ezpence  of,  erecting  it  should 
be  laid  before  parliament.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  movH,  "  That  there  be 
be  laid  before  this  House  an  estimate  of 
the  expence  of  bailding  a  Costom-hoose 
in  the  city  gf  London/  , 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  said,  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  prod  action  of  the 
paper. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

Tuttdoj/^  April  5. 

On  the  question  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Writs  of  Assistance  Bill,  some  con- 
Yersation  on  its  prominent  enacCVnents 
took  place  between  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  lord  Ellenbo- 
roogh. 

The  Doke  of  iVbc^OradTerted  to  the  ex- 
traordinary and  alarming  powers  he  con- 
ceived it  would  vest  in  the  revenue  offi- 
cer; in  authorising  one,  by  what  was 
called  a  Writ  of  Assistance,  to  take  a 
constable,  or  other  officer,  and  enter  any 
shop,  cellar,  &c»  and  in  case  of  resistance 
to  break  open  doors,  He  seemed  to 
liken  such  a  power  to  certain  uno6nstitu- 
^tional  practices  which  were  complained 
of  in  the  time  of  Charles  2,  and  to  certain 
proceedings  under  general  warrants,  which 
obtained  at  an  early  period  of  the  present 
reign ;  and  thought  that  some  strong  and 
adequate  reasons  should  be  assigned  for 
luch  an  enactment. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  said,  that  the  prac- 
tice to  which  the  noble  doke  had  advert- 
ed, had  continued  from  the  time  of  Charles 
2^  down'  to  the  present  time ;  and  had 
been  acquiesced  in,  from  a  conviction 
that  the  power^  though  extraordinary,  was 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  revenue.  If  an  officer  entered  a  house 
in  the  manner  mentioned  by  the  noble 
duke,  and  founcl  no  smuggled  goods,  it 
was  actionable ;  so  that  the  writ  must  be 
executed  at  the  officer's  peril.  But  whe- 
ther the  system  ought  to  continue  or  not, 
there  could  be  no  reasonable  objection  to 
this  Bill ;  which  was  merely  to  provide 
against  the  expiration  of  the  writ  by  the 
death  or  resignation  of  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Customs  who  might  have  autho- 
rised it  . 

Lord  EUatbarough  said,  on  an  indictment 
before  him,  the  objection  was  uken,  that 
the  writ  abated  by  such  death  or  change  ; 
and  it  appeared  to  him,  that  there  was 
much  force  in  it.    He  presumed,  that  it 
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was  in  consequence  of  that  doubt  that  the 
Bill  was  brought  in.  The  system  was 
only  justified  by  its  necessity ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  the  writ  must  be  executed  at  the 
officer's  peril ;  and  if  nothing  was  found, 
the  breaking  open  was  actionable*  While 
the  system  was  continued,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  the  present 
Bill. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  timey  and 
passed. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  Aprils, 
Private  Mad-Houses.}  Mr.  Rose, 
pursuant  to  notice,  proceeded  to  move  for 
leave'  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  and  ren- 
der more  effectual  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  I4ih  of  the  King.  He  pre- 
faced his  motion  by  a  short  detail  of  the 
grievances  which  existed  about  the  com- 
mencement of  his  Majesty's  reign,  and 
which  had  been  discovered  by  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of 
Private  Mad-houses  in  the  United  King- 
dom. He  mentioned  some  of  the  most 
aggravated  cases  of  persons  being  con6ned 
in  these  receptacles  who*  were  in  a  state 
of  perfect  mental  sanity.  Amongst  others* 
a  person  was  found  who  had  his  wife  con- 
fined in  one  of  these  houses,  and  who, 
when  asked  whether  she  was  mad,  re- 
plied "  O,  no ;  but  I  consider  the  place 
as  a  kind  of  Bridewell.'^  In  fisct,  it  had 
been  found  that  the  practice  was,  to  admit 
persons  without  any  enquiry  whether  or 
not  they  were  deranged.  It  was  asto- 
nishing that  ten  years  actually  elapsed 
after  the  report  of  the  committee  which 
he  had  mentioned,  before  any  remedy 
was  applied  to  that  flagrant  evil.  At 
length,  in  1774,  an  Act  had  been  passed, 
which,  however,  was  now  found  to  be 
very  inadequate  to  prevent  the  evil.  As 
a  proof  of  this,  he  had  a  statement  in  his 
hand,  concerning  the  situation  of  persons 
confined  in  some  of  these  houses.  -In  one 
instance,  the  apartments  allotted  for  per- 
sons confined  were  found  to  be  cells  on 
the  ground  floor,  nine  feet  long  and  five 
broad,  the  walls  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
ground,  were  wet  with  damp.  The  whole 
furniture  consisted  of  a  box  containing 
some  straw  or  blankets  by  way  of  a  bed. 
The  Act  required  the  certificate  of  a  sur- 
geon,  amongst  others,  before  a  person 
could  be  received  into  a  private  mad* 
honse.  There  were  actually  cases  in 
which  it  was  found  that  the  surgeon's  cer- 
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ti&eate.was  signed  by  the  fceflper  of  the 
house.  The  object  of  ibe  Bill  which  he 
me&Dt  to  bring  in  was,  to  retoove  the  de- 
fecliB  of  the  existing  Act.  It  would  go  to 
provide,  that  the  inagi3trates  in  the  dif- 
f^BtreDt  counties  should  periodically  visit 
the  private  mad  houses  within  the  respec* 
ti?e  copnties,  and  make  reports  on  the 
subject,  on  pain  of  severe  penalties.  He 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Act  of  the  Hth  of  the  King, 
respecting  private  mad- houses. 
-  The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  op- 
position, and  Mr.  Rose  afterwards  brought 
in  the  new  Bill,  which  waa  read  a  first 
time. 

.  Report  from  the  Committbb  of  Sup- 
ply.] Mr«  Thomas  Courtenay  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Supply  the  follow* 
ing  Resolution/  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to : 

•  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  eight  mil- 
lions, be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  towards 
paying  off  and  discharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  issued  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1^13,  charged  on  the  aids  of  that  year, 
outstanding  and  undischarged* 

tesPOaT      FROM     the     CoMMITTBE      OF 

Ways  and  Mbahs.]  Mr.  Tliomas  Cour- 
tenay reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  the  following  Resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  agreed  to : 

That,  towards  making  good  the  supply 
granted  to  his  Majesty,,  there  be  issued 
and  applied  the  sum  of  eig^t  millions, 
pari  of-  the  amount  of  menies  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  remaining  to  be  received 
on  the  J  St  day  of  April,  1814,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  of  twenty-one  millions 
granted  out  of  the  pm^luce  of , war  taxes 
lor  the  service  of  the  year  1813. 

Corn  Laws.]^  Lord  A.  Hamilton  pre- 
sented a.'  petition  from  certain  persons  in 
the  coonty  of  Lanfirk,  praying  that  no 
alteration  .might  be  made  in  the  Corn 
Laws. 

On  the  question  that  it  should  lie  on  the 
table, 

.  Mr.  Baring  took  that  opportunity  to 
express  his  hope,  that  the  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  the  corn  laws  would  not  be 
pqt  off,  as  in  the  last  'Session,  until  the 
middle,  of  summer^  when  members  were 
(CaiM  upon  to  vote  on  a  question  which  it 
was  not  possible  to  havejtime  to  digest. 
Considering  the  imperfect  nature  of  the 
informatiofi  hithecto  obtained#  aod  ihtt 

(VOL.XXVU.) 


eyifry  thing  of  importance  reTating  to  the 
subject  was  yet  to  be  learned,  he  hoped 
that  some  eficctnal  measure  would  be 
adopted  in  good  time. 
,  Mr.  ff.  Fitzgerald  said,  that  he  .had  no 
difficulty  in  stating,  in  as  far  as  he  knew» 
what  was  likely  to  be  done  on  the  subject. 
An  hon.  friend  of  his,  the  member  for 
Queen's  coqnty  (sir  H.  Parnell),  had  been 
chairman  of  the  committee;  and  it  was 
at  the  desire  of  that  hon.  baronet,  that  all 
the  accounts  Relating  to  the  business  had 
been  moved  for«  When  the  matter  had 
been  discussed  before  the  Christmas  recess, 
it  had  appeared  to  every  one,  that  it  would 
be  unfair  and  unwise  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  in  the  absence  of  many  of  those 
members  whom  the  subject  most  concerned. 
He  knew  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
hon.  baronet  to  bring  the  matter  under 
doe  discussion  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
recess. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  what  he  thought  ne- 
cessary was,  that  there  should  be  either 
a  fresh  committeoi  or  that  evidence  should 
be  taken  at  the  bar  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  If.  Fitzgeiald  said,  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  hon.  baronet,  he  felt  it  im- 
possible to  say  what  course  would  b« 
taken. 

Adjouenment.  ]  The . Chancellor  qf  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  from  the  present 
state  of  public  business,,  he  believed  it 
would  not  be  inconvenient  if  the  House 
adjourned  lor  the  Easter  vacation  to* 
morrow  instead  of  Thursday.  If  any 
gentleman  had  any  private  business  which 
stood  for  Thursday,  he.  begged  him  to 
state  iL 

No  member  rising,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  be 
would  move  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
for  the  Easter  recess. 


HOUSE  OF  LORD& 

Wednesday,  April  6. 

Ci  vilLibertt^-Imprisommbnton  Mesne 
Process.]  Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  rose 
to  preseiH  four  Petitions,  which  be  coasU 
dered  of  great  consequence,  because  they 
related  to  the  verv  important  subject  of 
civil  liberty.  He  bid,  with  some  degree  of 
astonishment,  met  with  persons  who  were 
bold  enough  to  state  their  objections  to 
political  liberty,  from  whom  he  completely 
difier^d  ;  and. he  bad  seen  those  who  were 
bigoti  enough  tQ  declare  their  sentimenU 
/       (2E) 
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ftgainst  re1i§(1oiit  liberty,  from  wImih  a1i6 
be  M  widely  dissented ;    hiii  he  never  yel 
met  irkb  a  idmi  wbo  hid  the  audacity  to 
state  that  be  was  an  enemy  to  civil  liberty* 
All  their  lordships  most  know  so  much  of 
the  laws  of  their  cooniry  as  justly  to  ap- 
preciate the  29ib  chapter  of  Magna  Cbarta, 
the  most  precious  part  of    this  statute, 
provided  as  a  bulwark  to  our  English  li- 
berties.    If  their  lordships  would  turn  to 
the  chapter  he  cited,  they  would  find 
it  enacted,  that  no  man  should  be  con- 
demned without  trial,  th&t  justice  should 
not  be  sold,  denied;  or  delayed.    **  My 
lords/'  said  earl  Stanhope,  ^  it  is  Aotorioos, 
that  justice  is  sold  in  this  country.     I  do 
not  mean  to  say,  that  it  is  sold  by  the 
judges ;  but  such  aretbe  fees  and  expencet 
to  be  paid  for  its  administration,'  that  it  is 
impossible  for  a  certain  description  of  the 
commnaity  to  become  possessed  of  it ; 
and  if  the  sellers  are  permitted  to  put  such 
a  price  as  to  exce^  the  means  of  purchase 
among  certain  classes  of  his  Majesty's 
iabjecu,  the  result  will  amount  to  a  denial 
of  justice  to  those  who  are  placed  in  that 
situation.    With  respect  to  delay,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  remind    your  lordships  of 
what  daily  comes  under  our  observation. 
Perhaps  that  delay  may  be  the  effect  of 
necessity;  butwhile  it  exists,  it  becomes  our 
serious  consideration  to  provide  such  means 
as  to  rid  our  laws  of  tnjoBtice  so  great,  and 
oppression  so  tnonstrous.''    The  noble  earl 
stated,  that  the  petitions  he  referred  to 
complained  of  the  wrongs  which  arose 
through  the  present  system  of  mesne  pro- 
cess ;  which,  in  consequence  of  allowing  a 
man  to  arrest  upon  the  oath  he  chose  to 
make  for  the  purpose,  might  render  an- 
other liable  to  suffer  a  long  imprisonment, 
without  being  in  the  least  in  debt;    and 
mider  the  proceedings  of  mesne  process/ it 
might  occur  that  delay  would  be  equal  to 
injustice.    Therefore,  without  considering 
at  present  whether  the  law  of  imprison- 
ment could  or  could  not  be  defended,  he 
was  prepared  to  declare,  that  imprisonment 
under  mesne  process  could  not  be  iustified. 
The  first  petition  which  he  bad  to  pre- 
sent to  their  lordships^  was  that  of  Maltbew 
Baillie  Bennett ;  to  which  he  would  .re- 
quest their  particular  attention,  inasmuch 
as  it  described  the  case  of  a  person  impri- 
soned wit  boat  any  just  cause  of  debt,  and 
detained  in  custody  a  considerable  length 
of  time ;  that  against  the  hardships  of  those 
proceedings- he  had  pleaded  by  petition, 
and. in  other  forms;   that  the  petitioner, 
•B  every  pointy  ImwI  taktft  tbe  advice  of 


counsel;  and  all  the  statements  made 
were  according  to  their  opinions  of  the 
law  upon  the  subject  The  delays  coai* 
plained  of  in  this  particular  case  were  car* 
tainly  unnecessary. 

The  nex-t  was  the  petition  of  Walter  J. 
Baldwin,  es(|. ;  in  which,  the  noble  lord 
observed,  without  wishing  to  throw  the 
blame  upon  any  manner  of  men,  what 
wai  complained  of,  in  being  detained  after 
the  declaration  of  the  Court,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  unjust  and  contrary  to  law. 

The  third  petition  he  wasabout  to  present 
was  that  of  T.  Maney,  a  prisoner  for  debt 
in  the  King's-bench ;  by  the  statemenu 
in  which  it  appeared,  that  he  discovered, 
on  the  part  of  a  person  named,  certain 
frauds ;  in  consequence  of  which  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Thames  police  magistrates, 
who,  in  consequence,  sent  officers  to  search 
the  premises  of  thai  person;  and  upon 
their  search,  property  was  said  to  have 
been  fouml..  That  he  (the  petitioner)  was 
twice  arrested,  in  order  to  prevent  his 
being  examined  as  a  witness;  and,  that, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  second  Jirrest,  the 
person,  who  had  put  him  in,  had  informed 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  trial,  that 
he  had  gone  abroad. 

The  next  petition  (his  lordship  observed) 
was  that  of  Stephen  Bagleton>  a  person 
who  bad  been  set  free  under  the  Act 
brought  in  by  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
(Ellenborough) ;  after  which,  however,  it 
was  suted,  that  he  was  seised  by  the 
tornke^f  s  of  the  King's-bench  and  dragged 
into  prison;  but  he  was  subsequently  li-  - 
berated  by  tbem,  which  was  an  aeknow* 
ledgfaent  thatth^y  bad  acted  unjustly < 

All  these  four  petitions  had  the  same 
prayer;  namely,  the  abolition  of  impri* 
soameot  for  debl  on  mesne  process^  It 
had  been  said,  in  the  way  of  objecliofl  to 
such  a  measure,  that  it  would  decrease 
credit  To  thio  he  would  observe,  that 
the  too  great  increase  of  credte  wiss  '«ie  of 
the  greaoest  curses^  Ho  admitted  at  the 
same  time,  that  in  certiin  OSMS,  eredii  was 
beneficial;  nay,  advantageous;  as  in  the. 
instances  of  professional  and  soine  other 
descriptions  of  men,  who  may  be  in  neod 
of  assistance  of  the  kind;  Dot  as  the  law 
itood,'a  man  may  be  imprisoned  wberft 
Ao  assistanee  bad  been-  affi>rded.  His 
main  objeotioQ  was,  to  the  existenee  of 
imprisonaeniwHhoottt  crime.  The  power 
of  imprisonsaeni  was  in  some  casies  iw  li 
manner  without  control;  it  may  be  eser^ 
cised  even  by  one  who  may  trire  himself 
«way  to  Amema  aftenrardt*    The  systedt 
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•a  ill  acMcdad  with  bis  foeliogs  upon  the 
sahiect  of  civil  Uberty,  that  b«  moMaay  it 
gaght  not  to  ooatiaot.  As  to  tht  p«tHmt 
rmrrtd  to,  wbatof  tr  might  he  the  indiri* 
doftl  opiatoot  of  their  lonbhipe  et  to  the 
f9e§9  aoee  oeokl  f&y  bet  ihtt  thej  ought 
teheenthetahle. 

The-oohle  eerl  then  Melerly  prennttfd 
the  petkioos,  which  he  beggpd  ii|ight  be 
folly  read  by  the  clerk.  This  wet*  accord* 
ingffdeBe.  The  first  #ei,  m  abore  stated* 
froas  Matthew  BaiHie  Deooett.  The  state- 
BMDts  of  the  petitioB  appeared  to  be  of  the 
yerai  tendency  detenbed  by  the  noble 
earl  in  the  coarse  ef  his  obsenratioBs  to  the 
Hoose. 

The  second  was  from  Walter  J.  Baldwin* 
esq.  as  follows : 

«"  To  ^e  Lords  Spiritoal  and  Tenpend  of 
the  United  Kiacdoas  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  aammMed. 

«  The  respectful  Petition  of  Walter  J. 
Baldwin*  esq. 

«'Shew*tb$  That  under  the  einsttng 
syitem  of  imprtionamnt  for  debt*  year 
*  lordshtpe'  petitioner  was  arrested  on  mesne 
procesi^  in  his  bed*  on  the  motniag  of  the 
2Sd  March*  1818,  and  waa  held  in  prison 
till  (he  1 1th  of  March*  1814*  a  period  of 
up.wards  of  eleren  months*  for  a  demand 
whidi  he  waa  not  in  any  manaer  boand 
by  law  te  pay*  as  has  since  been  proved 
by  a  decision  of  the  eoart  of  King^s*foench 
in  the  month  of  Febrawy  last. 

**  That  petitioner*  as  soon  as  pemiUe  afler 
^  hk.arrast*  applied  at  jod^e's  chambers*  by 
his  attorney*  to  the  chmf  justice  of  tlie 
court  from  which  proeem  issaed,  for  an 
order  to  be  discharged  from  a  groandless* 
m^t*  aad  illegal  arrest*  bat  was  leferred 
to  the  court,  which  did  not  sit  for  fire 
areeks  after :  that  in  consequence  he  re- 
mained at  a  lock^op«heose  for  those  fire 
ereeks*  when  he  mored  the  court  by 
counsel  for  an  order  as  above*  bat  could 
not  obtain  it;  and  thk  afterwards*  on 
being  served  with  a  ihlse  and  groundless 
declaration*  he  applied  again  by  his 
attorney  to  another  judge  of  said  court  at 
hie  chambers*  for  an  order  to  be  discharged* 
but  did  not  obtain  it;  so  that  your  lord- 
ahips  will  perceive  that  every  thing  in 
petitioner's  power  was  done  to  endeavour 
to  procure  his  liberation*  but  without 
ennct.  • 

<?  That  when, the  action*  on  which  your 
petitioner  had  been  so  arrteted^  afterwards 
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caaM  into  court  to  be  tried  on  the  25d  of 
February*  .18 14*  eleven  months  firom  petf* 
tioner's  arrest*  the  plaintiff  was  non-suited ; 
and  the  chief  justice  of  the  court*  as  petih 
tboer  has  been  credibly  informed*  most 
expressly  declared*  that  your  petitioner 
ought  not  to  hare  been  held  to  bail ;  that 
is  to  say*  ought  not  to  bare  been  arrested, 
or  held  in  prison  ^  all*  in  this  cause*  as 
there  was  no  ground  of  action. 

*•  That*  after  the  non-suit  of  the  plaintifl^ 
your  petitioner  applied*  by  his  attorney, 
to  a  judge  of  the  court  in  which  the  action 
was  instituted*  for  an  order  for  his  dis* 
charge ;  but  although  he  had  already  had* 
as  aforesaid,  the  decision  of  th^  court  in  his 
favour*  he  could  net  obtahs  it*  but  was  re* 
ferred  to  the  chief  justice  of  the  said  courts 
who  did  not  come  to  his  chambers  for 
many  days  after :  that*  on  the  said  chief 
justice's  coming  to  hia  chambers*  your 
petitioner  again  applied  for  an  order*  as 
aforesaid*  for  hi|  discharge*  but  was  again 
reforred  to  a  fotare  day ;  and,  that  on  the 
future  day  appointed*  your  petitioner*  A 
third  time*  applied  for  aid  order*  and  ob«> 
tained  it.  Your  petitioner*  therefore*  as 
your  lordships  are  requesttd  to  observoi 
was  thus  by  means  of  a  most  gronndlesi^ 
vesatious*  and  haritsing  course  of  pro^ 
ceedings*  held  in  prison*  contrary  to  law, 
for  eleven  months  previous  to  the  decision' 
of  the  court  in  his  favour  as  aforeaid,  and 
aras  even  subseouently  to  the  said  decisioA 
in  his  ftivonr*  forther  kept  in  prison  for 
upwards  of  a  fortaight*  ftt)m  the  said  25d 
of  February  to  the  11th  of  March  follow- 
ing* althoi^h  the  court  had  expre^ly  d»> 
cided  that  there  was  no  ^roand  whatsoever 
for  arresting  bim  or  holding  him  in  custody 
on  the  said  cause  of  action. 

''Wherefore  your  petitioner  most  respects 
ftdly  implores  your  lordships,  from  your 
regard  for  the  nghu  and  liberties  of  your 
feltowtsabjecto*  aad  by  the  real  prosperity 
and  best  interests  of  yoor  coontrv*  to  Uke 
such  measures  as  to  your  wisdom  sbaH 
aeem  meet*  totally  to  abolish  the  practice 
of  imprisonment  for  debt*  at  least  on  mesne 

KrocoM*  under  which  such  groundless  and 
arassing  oppression  may  be  visited  on 
the  most  innocent*  most  virtuous,  and  most 
worthy  member  of  the  community ;  and 
the  abolition  of  which  would  be  in  no  way 
injurious  to  the  fair  creditor,  but  would 
on  the  contrary  be  equally  beneficial  ta 
him*  the  debtor*  and  the  country  at  large. 
.^And  petitioner  will  ever  pray* 

««  Waltm  J.  Baldwin/' 
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Tbe  third  petition  was  from  Trmotby 
Matiey,  to  tbe  effect  and  leiidoncy  de- 
scribed by  the  noble  earl ;  and  the  fourth, 
frora  Stephen  Eagleton,  in  the  like  a»aiineri 

The  petitions  being  read,  they  i?**ere 
tererally,  on  the  motions  of  earl  Stanhope, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  tlie 
^rl  of  Liverpool,  adjourned  (for  the  Easter 
recess)  until  Tuesday  the  I9tb. 


Appreniice  Lnwi* 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednetday,  April  6. 

Apprentice  Laws.]-  Mr.  H.  Davis 
presented  a  petition  irom  certain  master 
nianufaciurersof  the  city  of  Bristol,  pray- 
ing that  so  much  of  the^  Act  of  tbe  5th  of 
Elizabeth,  cap.  4,  as  inflicted  penalties  oil 
{persons  exercising'  trades  to  which  they 
had  not  served  regular  apprenticeships, 
ahooJd  be  repealed.— Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  P.  itfbor«  presented  a  petition  from 
the  aianufactorers  of  Coventry,  praying 
that  that  part  of  th^  5th  of  Elizabeth, 
cap.  4,  which  inflicted  penalties  on  persons 
exercising  trades  to  which  they  had>  not 
aerved  regular  apprenticeships,  should  be 
rendered  efficient.  He  should  merely 
move  "that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table;''  but,  before  he  sat  down,  he 
wished  to  inquire  of  the  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow)  who  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  Bill 
on  the  subject,  whether  be  meant,  in  his 
proposed  measure,  .  to  confine  himself 
merely  to  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  .the 
6th  of  Elizabeth  which  sanctioned  those 
penalties,  or  to  do  away  with  the  Act 
altogether  ?  He  also  wished  to  know^ 
whether  the  learned  gentleman  intendipd 
to  push  his  Bill  through  the  different 
stages  in  the  present  session ;  or,  having 
introduced  it,  to  let  it  lie  over  tiU  the 
next  ?  In  bis  opinion,  a  committee  ought 
to  be  appointed,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
examine  the  whole  of  the  petitions  itbat 
had  been  presented  relative  to  the  5th  of 
Elizabeth,  and  also  to  look  into  the  provi# 
•ionsof  that  Act. 

'  Mr.  Serjeant  OmIow  sard,  most  unques- 
tionably he  did  not  mtean  to  go  beyond 
the  terms  of  his  notice,  in  the  measure  he 
should  introduce.  He  had  stated,  expli- 
citly, the  part  of  the  Act  that  he  wished  to 
have  rf  pe;iled,  and  be  had  not  since  altered 
his  di  tf  iniination*  With  respect  to.  the 
second  point  of  the  hon.' gentleman's  in- 
Urrogatory,<.^<«  Whether  he  intended  to 


biirry  the  Bill  through  the  Hovae }'?  b« 
would  answer,  that  iM  certdoly  did  not. 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  seMiied  to  forget, 
that  the  pr^ant  period  was,  virtaally,  al- 
most the  cbmmencemeDt  of  the  sessitm, 
and  that  very  important  business  was' yet 
to  come  on.  He  (serjeant  Onslow)  on-* 
doobtedly  did  wish  to  have  the  sense,  of 
the  House  taken  on  the  Bill  before  tbb 
session  terminated.  And  this,  he  thought, 
could  be  done  without  any  imputation  of 
hurry.  In  the  lut  session  the  Treasurer 
of  tbe  Nary  (Mr.  Rose)  had  presented  ^a 
petition  from  a  great  number  of  persoas 
who  were  desirous  that  the  penalties  should 
be  continued ;  and  moved  for  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  allegations  of  the  pett- 
titioners.  A  committee  was  granted— it 
sat  from  day  to  day-^and  the  evidence 
adduced  before  it  was  printed.  Hd  (aer^ 
jeant  Onslow)  inquired  of  that,  right  lion* 
gentleman,  whether  he  intended  to  found 
any  motion  on  this  evidence  ?  And,  un- 
derstanding that  he  did  not,  he  stated,  at 
the  close  of  the  last  session,  that  he  would 
himself  submit  a  motion  on  the  subject. 
Soon  after  parliament  met,  he  gave  notice 
of  a  motion  for  the  30th  of  November ; 
but,  in  comequettce  of  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  represented  larga  manufac- 
turing diatriicts  (particularly  tbe^  hon. 
member  for  Yorkshire),  not  being  then  in 
town,  he  postponed  ^it  till  the  2fld  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  had  finally  put  it  isff  till,  the 
^th  of  the  present  month— -knowing  that 
a  call  of  the  House  would  take  place  be* 
fore  that  period,  which  would  ensure  a 
full  attendance  when  the  proposed  mea- 
sure, came  to  be  discussed.  -  That  the 
country  was  not  unprepared  for  it,  was 
evident  from  the  numerous  petitions  which 
had  been  presented  in  favour  of  it.  Peti- 
tions of  that  nature  had  been  received 
from  Leeds,  Birmingham,  Hoddersfield, 
Bristol,  and  many  other  populous  neigh* 
bourhoods.  Several  petitions  had  akio 
beeo)  presented  against  it.  How  they 
were  procured  he  did  not  know ;  bat  the 
language  in  all  of  them  appeared  very 
nearly  the  same.  With  respect  to  the 
principal  trade  carried  on  by  the  coosti* 
tuents  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  it  would  not 
be  at  all  afiected  by  the  new>Btll,  because 
it  was  already  guarded  by  a  variety  of 
enactments,  totally  independent  of  the  Mb 
of  £lizabeth. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  it  was  very  true^ 
that'  his  constituents  (the  freemen  of  Co- 
ventry) were  obliged  by  act  of  parliament 
to  serve  a  regular  apprenticeship,  before 
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tb«y  coold  carry  on  the  foimiMM  allqded 
to  by  ibe  lomrnedgentlemsii. .  Now,  Ihey 
were.  tlarmed»  lett  by  the.  proposed  Bill 
tbey  shoold  be  depriTed.of  a  right  which 
they  bad  hHig  eajoired.  They  therefore 
were  aQxiom  that  the  Bill  thoold  not  be 
harried  tbroogb  the  Hoote. 

The  petttioD  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Petition   por   Lbayb  to  frbsbmt  a 

PRTITION     RESPECTING     THE     OpPICB     OF 

Gauobr  .op  London.]  A  PetitioO  of  the 
court  of  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city 
of  London  was  read  ;  setting  forth, ''  That 
bis  Majesty^s  royal  predecessor  Edward 
the  4th»  king  of  England,  being  entitled  to 
the  gatiging  of  all  wines,  oils,  and  other 
gaagable  commodities,  imported  for  sale 
into  England,  by  bis  letters  patent  under 
the  great  seal  of  England,  bearing  date  at 
Westminster,  the  2dth  day  of  June,  in  the 
18th  year  of  his  reigo,  in  consideration  of 
7,000/.  released  to  him  by  the  said  mayor 
and  commonalty  and  citizens,  was,  amongst 
other  tbkigs,  graciously  pleated  to  grant 
to  the  said  mayor  and  commonalty  and 
citiaens  the  office  of  gauger  within  the 
said  city,  to  iiave  the  said  office,  and  the 
disposition,  ordinance,  OTcrsight,  and  cor- 
rection of  the  same,  together  with  the 
fees,  profits,  and  emoluments  to  the  same 
office  due*  and  by  use  belonging  by  use 
and  custom  to  the  said  mayor  and  com- 
monalty and  citiaens  and  their  successors 
for  OTor,  and  also  the  exercise  of  the  same 
office,  by  tbemselres  or  their  sufficient 
deputy,  which  said  office  has  been  exer- 
cised by  the  petitioners  from  the  granting 
of  the  said  letters  patent,  hitherto  to  their 
emolument,  and  to  the  great  advantage 
and  benefit  of  the  public ;  and  the  forfei- 
tures accruing  to  his  Majesty  and  his  pre- 
decessors, received  by  the  petitioners  or 
their  deputy,  in  the  exercise  of  such  office, 
have  been  duly  accounted  ibr  annually, 
upon  oath,  by  the  gaueer  and  deputy 
gauger  of  the  city  of  London,  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer ;  and  that,  from  the 
granting  of  the  said  letters  patent  until 
the  completion  of  the  docks  and  quays 
antborized  and  established  by  the  ^  acts  of 
parliament  hereinafter  mentioned,  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  gaugeable  commo- 
dities, imported  into  the  port  of  London 
for  sale,'  were  landed  and  brought  within 
the  said  city  and  the  liberties  thereof,  by 
reason  whereof  the  petitioners  had  the 
ganging  of  the  same,  and  the  fses,  profiu, 
And  esBolooMnU  arising  therefrom ;  bat 


that  an  Act  passed  in  the  39th  yearof  th« 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled^ 
".An  Act  for  rendering  more  commodious^ 
and  for  better  regulating  the  port  of  Lon-  . 
don;''  and,  by  another  Act  passed  in 
the  39th  and  40th  year  of  his  Majesty's 
reign,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  for  making  wet 
docks,  basons,  cuts,  and  other  works,  for 
the  greater  accommodation  and  security, 
of  shipping,  commerce,  and  revenue  within 
the  port  of  London,''  the  several  quays 
therein  mentioned,  which  are  now  com- 
pleted, are  made  legal  quays  for  the  im- 
portation and  landing  of  merchandixe  im«  ^ 
ported  for  sale  into  the  said  port  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  almost  all  the  gaugeable  com** 
modi  ties  imported  into  the  port  of  London 
most  now,  by  the  respective  provisions  of 
the  said  Acts,  necessarily  be  landed  on 
the  said  qoavB  respectively,  and  cannot 
lawfolly  be  landed  elsewhere;  and  that 
the  said  quays  are  situated  out  of  the  local 
limits  of  the  said  citv  and  the  libertiea 
thereof;  and  ahhou^li  the  ^nge  of  all 
gaugeable  commodities  coming  into  the 
port  of  London,  Rnd  landed  without  the 
actual  limits  of  the  city. of  London  and 
liberties  thereof,  have,  from  the  date  of 
the  said  charter  down  to  the  completioa 
of  the  docks  constructed  by  virtue  of  the 
above  mentioned  Acts,  .been  taken  by  thA. 
city  gauger  on  each  shore  of  the  river  op 
to  upon  and  beyond  the  local  sitnation  of 
the  said  docks,  without  question  or  dis^ 
pote  of  the  city's  right  of  gauffe,  and  al** 
though  the  lord  chief  justice  of  his  Majes- 
ty's court  of  King's-bench,  upon  the  first 
trial  of  the  question,  decided  in  favoor  of 
the  ctty^s  right  so  to  gauge  under  the 
charter  of  Edward  the  4pth,  yet,  upon  a  sob- 
sequent  trial  of  the  question,  that  court 
adopted  a  contrary  decision,  and  adjudged 
that  the  petitioners  could  not,  under  the 
said  letters  patent,  legally  claim  to  exer- 
cise their  said  office  of  gauger  on  gauge- 
able  commodities  there  imported  and  land- 
ed, whereby  they  have  lost  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  profits  of  their  said  office,  so 
purchased  by  them  as  aforesaid,  for  a 
large  pecuniary  consideration,  and  the 
public  nave  lost  the  advantage  of  a  gau^ 
legally  constituted  to  gauge  and  ascertain, 
on  oath,  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  aa 
also  an  arbiter  between  the  gangers  for. 
the  revenue  and  the  merchant,  in  the  mea- 
sure of  the  gaugeable  commodities  so  im- 
ported and  landed  at  the  said  quays ;  and 
that  the  consent  of  the  lords  commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  this  applica- 
catioa  ^ras  not  obtained  until  within  a  few 
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dtf^it  <patt ;  and  iprtfiogt  thUI  Jetfi 
mkf  4ie  gifen  *^  pcwMiit  »  fMtitioii  for 
IfUtttaMog  iioABiH'lDiMftbleiiftMa- 
JMiy  t«  •gmai  io  Abeisaid  pMyor  aodjcom- 
noDiby  and  oUiaeiis  the  officer  of  gitu^er 
at  tht  •kid  dooks  and  quayi*  and  at  all 
la^i^aayaaiid  tuttenmct  mkuAmhMwm 
'  gailgaabia^coinmodfliegai^  mom  dr  htne- 
aiter  Im  kew^allr  iaiidad  wtliia  Cibe  part 
of  iLoadaOt  in:  fiba  naaaat  at  ibef  saw 
bald  And  acarciaa  Ch^  aaad  j>fficewttbMi 
the  dty  iof  Loadan,  m  tbaiithejr  uiajr  bavia 
aaeb  atfaer  reliaf  as  ftJba  Haasa  akalllkiak 

•Onlered,  That  ieaaa  ba  gifiaa^  to  piaaant 
a  patitiaB  ai>dMrad. 

TIae  UouM  being  inrcnnad^  Tiwt  mm 
of  tba  iiiarigt  af  «faa  d^  of  LpadaD  at- 
taodad  ct'tfaa  ^aor,  ka  wasaaUadio,  aad 
at  tha  bar  yrcactod  >ta  the  Hoie,  a  Pali- 
liaaof  (iiejcaatt  of  mayor  and  aldarmaa 
of  iba  €ky  af  Loodoa :  aad  tban  ha  viiJi^ 
dfew. 

Aad  Iba  a^d  Petitiaa  ipas  read ;  coiii> 
tainintf  the  aama  allcgalioos  as  tba  laat 
pKceoMig  petitiea;  and.  prayings  that 
leave  aaay  be  giTaa  to  4>riDg  m  a  Bill  lor 
the  puqKMas  tAmeia  oaBationed. 
'  CMered,  That  the  aaid  petUian  ba  »• 
femed  to  a  committae,  with  paver  toaeod 
far  pertoas^  papats^  Midracords. 

AajoomiianiiT  or  the  Hovsm.]  Tha 
OUficel/or  ^  Me  EmcUput  laad,  that  as 
they  awra  then  alinoat  oo  the  era  af  the 
bahdays,  and  as  there  was  no  basiaass  of 
iasporiaaoe  be(are  the  Iloose^  he  did  not 
think  tihare  was  any  neeaasity  for  pre- 
facing thejDotjoo  of  adjoorniaenty  of  which 
ha  had  gJMren  notice^  on  the  prteedttig 
eaaoing>  and  whidi  war  perfectly  in  uni- 
son wi«h  the  ordinary  piXHoaadings  of  the 
lioase,  with  any  obseraations.  Ha  thea 
iiio«ed-^«'  That  ihts  Hoase  do,  an  ito 
risiac,  adjourn  ta  Monday  ae^onghi/' 

Mr.  Wkkhnmd  Iclt  it  his  daty  to  ^aka 
notice  af  the  ananaer  in  which  the  right 
han.  yatlcaian  had  proposed  his  notion^ 
The  praaaat,  it  araa  tsae,  was  a  vary  na- 
saal  session;  the  recesses  had  already  bean 
Tery  long^  aad  they  had  been  proposed  at 
moat  extraordinary  periods.  But  these 
ware  ciroooisianoaa  that  ooold  not  justify 
the  rigiut  hon.  gentleoMin  in  thinking,  that 
the  prapoaad  adjanrament  was  a  asera 
matter  of  coaraa.  It  seemad  to  him,  that 
the  right  hon.'gentleaaa  acted  somewhat 
disreapaetMly  to  the  Hoose,  in  aat  inform* 
iag  th^ua  why  tb^  waia  than  eaUad  on 
taadjaamlaapariad  Ml,  inhiaopi  ' 
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;  Msaase  it  waa  by  no 
maaa^miisoal  for  that  Hoase,  as  tha  riahl 
hoa«  ^tlaman's  parBaoMntairy  knowledga 
mastauggeat,  to  meat  on  the  Wedneaday 
m  Baatar  weak.  New,  ha  could  oonceire, 
that  the  absence  of  a  noble  krd  (Castle* 
reagh)— the  want  of  time  to  arrange  the 
dooumeota  reeetrad  by  goyamment-H>r 
the  expectation  of  erents  of  great  impor« 
tance  (on  which  he  would  not  oStv  an  ob* 
aenmtkm)««p4aigbt  induce  the  right  hon. 
gcntleana  to  move  tm  adjoarnmeat  till 
Monday  ae*nnight.-*Bot  baring,  at  one 
tiese,  atated,  that  the  adjournment  shaaid 
take  place  on  Thursday,  and  baring  now 
anticipated  that  day,  it  did  net  appeir  to 
him  to  be  quite  a  matter  of  course :  aBd# 
therefore,  he  called  on  the  right  hon.  geah 
tlmaan  to  assign  hlsreaaans  fortakiaff  this 
step.  It  was  to  him,  as  a  member  <Mpar« 
Itaasent,  a  very  uaaatisfactary  made  of 
prooaediog,  Idtbengh  the  jright  hon.  gaa- 
tleaMn  pasaad  it  orer  so  lightly  and  iadif* 
forently; 

The  ChmmeUor  pf  the  Excheqmt  nkd,  ha 
was  certainly  not  conscious  of  any  want 
•i  respect  for  the  House,  in  propostnf  an 
adjournment  which  was  usual,  aM  in 
which  the  coorenieoce  of  tnemhers  waa 
caasulted.  The  hen.  gentleman  (Mr« 
Whitbread)  had  himself  assigned  a  powers 
fid  reason,  if  aach  were  necessary,  for  tha 
adjoordment  in  question;  or  even  far  a 
longer  adjoarnment,  if  the  iateraats  of  tha 
public  required  it*  It  bad  always  beat 
castamary  at  this  season  of  the  year  to 
propose  such  an  adjoumasant  as'  that 
which  be  had  suggested,  unless  public  bu-* 
sineas  of  a.pararaonat  natum  required  the 
House  to  meat  at  an  earlier  period ;  and 
as  there  was  no  saeb  inducement  for  de« 
parting  from  an  almost  uniform  practice^ 
be  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  enter 
into  any  parttcolar  explanation. 

Mr.  Wkkbrtad  had  said  distinctly,  thai 
be  did  aot  mean  to  oppose  the  adjourn* 
meat,  and  bad  only  o^cted  to  the  bm»9 
ntr  ia  w)iich  it  had  been  proposed  by  hia 
Majaaty's  mioistars. 

SataiTa  larxacovtsB.}  Tbe  Ckwfdktff 
fff  the  Exchequer  rose,  in  pursnance  of  no^ 
tice,  to  osove  for  the  renewal  of  the  com^ 
mitre  which  sat  in  1800,  to  eaquire  into 
tha  inttrcouna  of  spirits  between  '&reafc 
Briuin  aad  Ireland.  Since  that  cottBiiu> 
tee  had  been  appointed,  repeated  Atia 
had  been  passed  to  prevent  the  imercouraa 
betwaap  the  two  coantries;  and  as  it  now 
baoanie  dcairable  that  tbe  aal^aot  abooid 
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be  broogfal  to  sottt  arrMig^Diait  adtanta- 

gtooa  t*  b«Ui  coimtriMf  a#  »pf«paffflf«rf 

,atep  to  ilm  prooavdingk  he  begged  tesve 

«'  TtiAi  a  Momittte  be  appointed  te 
kiqtMre  inlo  the  regQiattons  whioh  gotem 
tbe  ilrawbacke  and  countervaiiiog  datiee 
on  the  importatien  and  exportbtien  6f 
aptrita  the  manufeeture  of  Great  Brltann 
or  Ireland,  froca  one  domifry  to  the  other 
reapedl^ely ;  and  also  what  alterationa  H 
may  be  expedient  to  make  in  respect  of 
the  same,  in  oHler  to  place  tbe  interconrse 
between  England  and  Ireland^  and  Scot- 
.  kHid  and  Ireland  respecthrely,  in  the  arti- 
cle of  spirits,  npon  those  terms  of  rectpro* 
etty  which  ate  required  ender  the  articles 
of  mien  between  Great  Brnain  and  Ire- 
land; and  that  Ihey  do  report  their  ob- 
servaiiona  and  opinion  thereupon,  from 
IMne  to  time,  to  the  House/' 

Sk  John  Newp&rt  was  extremely  desirous 
that  the  committee  now  proposed  to  be 
appointed  should  examine  the  question  for 
their  consideration  fairly,  and  with  a  de« 
termiuation  to  come  to  some  certain  regu- 
lation upon  this  important  subject ;  as  no- 
thing wtis  so  improper  as  the  temporary 
aeU  which  had  been  passed,  and  which 
were  i»drfect  violation  of  the  fifrst  princi- 
ples of  the  Act  of  Union.  It  was  ex* 
tremdy  inlkpolitjc  always  to  be  looking 
solely  to  the  present  moment,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  futurity.  With 
respect  to  ilie  motion  of  the  right  hon: 
gentleman,  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
oppose  it ;  bat  be  did  apprehend  that  the 
object  in  vie^  would  be  attained  with  more 
ceruiniy,  if  tbe  Instructions  to  the  com* 
mittee  Were  not  of  a  nature  so  general  as 
those  contaaned  in  the  motion.  The  in- 
conTenieneies  of  such  instroctlons  had  been 
fully  proted  by  the  resuk  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  last  committee,  which  had 
never  been  able  to  come  to  any  fixed  con- 
dusfon,  in  consequence  of  the  Tariety  of 
matters  by  which  the  attention  of  its  mem« 
bers  had  t>een  distracted.  He  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  ponfim  the  attention  of 
the  committee  solely  to  the  question  at 
issue  between  the  two  countries ;  and  with 
tlHKt  view,  he  begged  to  suggest  to  the 
light  hon.  gentleman  the  expediency  of 
so  wording  hie  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Fittgttaid  said,  that  there  was 
no  wish  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty'^  go«> 
▼ernraent,  that  the  committee  shovid 
dbect  their  attention  to  any  other  point 
than  th«t  in  which  the  two  cooatries  were 
^•rticalarly  hMeresied* 


Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  as  long  as 
the  instruetions  to  the  cemavrtue  were  so 
general^  it  wouhi  be  in  the  power  of  iiny 
member  to  bring  forward  the  discussion 
of  ai^  <»>4(aceril  braiich  coi^necred*  with 
thie  spirit  intenniufse  of  the  two  coaoiries'. 

The  ekamethr  of  tkb  Exdktquer  Had  n6 
wish  that  the*  committee  should' go  ftiifher 
than  the  boa.  baronet  thought  nece^ary; 
and  had  ibnnedt  hit  motion  merely  wtrh  a 
▼tew  of  letting  it  be  und^stood  that  the 
committee  was  similsfr  to  ttitit  appointed 
on  a  farmer  oeeasioni 

The  qijestion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

PopefiATiON  OP  lavLANfr;]  Sir  J6hh 
Ikif/port  wished  to  be  tufdrmed,  whether 
there  was  any  iiMison  for  omitting  to  lay 
before  tbe  House,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  parlrament  whieh  w^s  passed 
in  a  former  session,  an  account  of  tiie  pt^ 
potation  ai  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  jR.  Fed  said,  he  w«9  extreto^^ 
glad  the  hon*  baronet  had  gtTtti  him  arn 
opportunity  of  explaining  to  the  Hoosb 
the  cause  of  this  omission.  The  fact  was, 
that  returns  had  been  received  from  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  in  IrekiMl  of  the  nature 
alluded  to;  but  they  were  in  su<«h  ih 
imperfect  state,  that  they  ih^re  utteriV 
unfit  to  be  hiid  on  the  fable  of  the  Hotrs^, 
Many  of  the  counties  had  neglected  tb 
send  in  any  returns  whaterer;  ^hih 
others  were  of  so  incorrect  a  natitre,  thitt 
they  were  wholly  mwatisfaciory.  Heha^ 
however,  since  written  to  the  Judges  ^tid 
to  the  foremen  of  the  grand  jtiries  oPdrlftV- 
ent  eotinties ;  and  was  in  hopes  that'  by 
the  next  session  such  returns  wtytifcP  fc^ 
made  as  woukl  meet  the  wrshcfs  of  the 
House. 

Sir /.  2Vinaptiif#  expressed  hhnself  satis^ 
fied  with  this  explanation.  ' 

-  BaiTrsH  MtJssuiff.]  The  fioiwe'r^ 
iolired  into  a  connnftteeof  *oppl^,  towhrcn 
a  Petition  of  the  trustees  t>f  the  British 
Museum  was  referred  ;  Wttenr '  S,'^  f  f.  1  it. 
4d.  was  ▼otcdf  to  the  said  tru^ewtcr  catrjr 
on  the  works  of  theMoseui^,  arrd*a  f^rthet 
sum  of  1,0001.  leeniaMe'tKem  to  ^urchaiie 
baok»  to  improve  the*  c61F6ce}on  bf'tlih 
Museom. 

The'  How^  HaTinrg  r^sometf,'  tfa^'  ieptlrt 
was  ordered  X^  be  itceirtNl  oti  Mbmiay 
se'nniffht* 

The  House  then*  adjourned  to  Moiiiliii^ 
tlM^  1:8th  ihstimt* 
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Report  from  tbb  Committer  of 
SCPPLT.]  Mr.  BrogdeQ  reported  frbra  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  following  Re* 
•olotions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House : 

.  1.  Resolf  ed.  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing 8,251/.  Ut.  4i.,  be  granted  to  his 
Majeaty,  for  enabling  the  trastees  of  the 
British  Museum  to  carry  on  the  trusts  re- 
posed in  them  b^  parliament;  and  that 
the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid  without 
any  fee  or  other  deduction  whatsoever. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  1,000/., 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  the 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum  to  proceed 
in  making  the  necessary  purchases  for 
improFing  the  collection  of  printed  books 
respecting  the  British  islands  and  the 
ieveral  possessions  of  the  British  empire ; 
and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued  and  paid 
without  any  fee  or  other  deduction  what- 
soever. 

.  Leeward  Islands.]  Mr.  Brawn,  with 
Reference  to  a  Bill  then  in  progress  in  the 
House  (the  Colonial  Residence  Bill), 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  hon.  gen* 
ileman  opposite  him  (Mr.  Goulburn). 
He  understood  that  there  had  been  an  ap- 
pointoient  of  a  Mr.  Le  Merchant  to  be 
civil  secretary  of  Antigua;    an  office  of 

Seat  importance  in  the  government  of 
at  island-»he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  appointment  to  it  was  by  commission 
or  patent  ? 

Mr.  Qoidhum  said,  that  the  office  of 
•ecreWy  for  all  the  Leeward  Islands  had 
formerly  been  held  by  one  person ;  but 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Osborne  it  had  been 
deemed  advisable  to  separate  the  office ; 
and  Mr*  Le  Marchant,  brother  to  general 
Le  Marchant  who  was  kilted  at  the  battle 
of  Salamanca,  had  been  appointed  bv 
patent  to  be  secretary  at  Antigua,  with 
the  express  condition  that  he  should  re- 
side at  that  place. 

.  Mr.  Crecviy  asked  whether  the  papers 
which  had  been  ordered,  on  his  motion, 
relative  to  the  leave  of  absence  of  sir  Evan 
iVepaan  from  his  office  in  the  Inland  of 
Jamaica,  had  been  returned  ?  , 

Mr.  GouUmm  said,  that  a  letter  had  been 
written  to  Jamaica  on  the  subject  of  the 
iodpr ;  and  that  no  indisposition  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  government  to  affi>r4 
the  information  wished  for.  * 
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Thi  Iiate  Nbgociations*]  The  Cimi- 
ceUor  nf  the  Exckeauert  after  the  late  mor 
mentoas  evenu  which  had  unexpectedly 
taken  place,  thought  proper  to  call  th« 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  decumenta 
relating  to  the  late  negociations.  Before 
the  recess,  he  had  been  directed  to  ac« 
quaint  the  House,  that  the  negociationa 
which  had  been  carried  on  at  Cbatilloh* 
sur-Seine  were  broken  off,  and  that  a  com- 
munication would  be  shortly  made  to  them 
on  that  important  subject.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  understood,  that  all  the  docu« 
ments  relating  to  those  uegociations  were 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  as  early  a« 
possible,  in  order  to  submit  fully'  to  the 
approbation  of  the  House  the  conduct' of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  in  that  delicate 
conjuncture.  The  change  of  circum- 
stances which  had,  however,  taken  place 
since,  rendered  the  production  of  those 
documents  now  less  desirable.  The  man 
who  was  the  principal  party  that  we  had 
to  deal  with  in  those  negociationshad  been 
hurled  from  his  throne — and  on  that  ev^nt^ 
which  now  filled  the  world  with  won- 
der, he  would  not  detain  the  attention 
of  the  House, ;  but  since  that  momentous 
change  had  taken  place,  other  negocia- 
tions  had  been  entered  upon,  which  pro- 
mised the  happiest  and  most  glorious  re* 
suits  for  England,  and  for  Europe.  Under 
these  circumstances,  be  did  not  think  it 
advisable,  nor  perhaps  decorous,  to  pub- 
lish the  documents  relating  to  the  nego* 
ciations  at  Chatillon. 

Mr.  Widtbrtad  said,  when  the  House  last 
separated,  they  were  in  daily  expectation 
of  hearing  of  great  events,  and  greater  had 
never  occurred  in  the  history  of  any  na- 
tion than  those  which  had  since  taken 
place.  No  man  could  contemplate  these 
with  greater  delight — no  man  could  parti- 
cipate more  largely  in  the  general  joy, 
than  he  did ;  but  he  coi^ld  not  help  feel- 
ing, nevertheless,  that  the  House  would  be 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  its  duty,  if  it 
neglected  to  call  for  the  papers  respecting 
the  negociations  at  Chatillon.  They  (the 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons)  werf 
not  absolved  from  their  doty  by  th^ 
prosperity  which  had  opened  on  Europe 
and  the  world.  They  ought  at  such  a 
tim6  to  be  more  vigilant  than  ever.  It 
was  their  duty  careraily  to  trace  what  had 
been  the  conduct  of  ministers  before  the 
rupture  of  the  negociations.  When  he 
aaid  this,  it  was  not  because  he  thought 
there  was  any  reason  to*  arraign  th*  con- 
duct of  ministers; /on  the  comraryj  \k% 
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thought  he  thould  be  one  to  applaoc)  their 
conduct  throughout,  and  that  the  rupture 
of  the  negociations  would  have  his  un- 
qualified sanction.  He,  however,  thought, 
Hfter  the  confidence  that  House  had  re- 
posed in  them,  by  adjourning  itself  from 
time  to  time,  in  order  to  give  them  eyery 
opportunity  of  prosecuting  the  negocia- 
tions without  interruption,  it  was  too 
much  to  tell  them,  that  those  papers  ought 
not  to  be  produced  which  they .  had  pro- 
mised should  be  laid  before  them.  When 
that. House  was  the  only  body  in  England 
unofficially  acquainted  with  what  had 
taken  place,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
they  ought  not  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
treated  thus,  at  a  time  when  they  stood  so 
high  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  as  they  did 
at  present.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
thought  it  was  inexpedient  to  produce  them 
now,  he  would  concur  with  him,  and  be 
content  to  wait  that  prosperous  issue  which 
all  fondly  antfcipated ;  but  if  he  meant, 
that  it  was  now,  and  would  be  ever  inex- 
pedient'toJay  them  before  the  House,  he 
for  one  would  enter  his  protest  aeainst 
this  doctrine.  He  would  call  for  them; 
and  he  thought  discredit  would  be  thrown 
OD'the  House,  if  they  were  not  obtained. 
-Hethought,  as  negociations  were  at  pre- 
sent going  on,  that  it  might  be  improper 
to  profiuceHhem  now.  [Hear,  hear  !] — A 
member  opposite  said  "  Hear,  hear  !'* 
Did  that  hon.  member  hear  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer)'say'he  would  be  willing  to  give  the 
papers  at  any  future  time  ?  If  the  hon. 
member  heard  him  say  so,  he  heard  what 
had.escaped  him  (Mr.  Whitbread).  If  he 
had  said  so,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread]  was  con- 
tent to  wait ;  but  if  he  had  not  said  so^  he 
was  not  content  to  agree  that  it  would  be 
for  ever  inexpedient  to  produce  them. 
Though,  from  mformation  that  he  had  re- 
cetTed  as  a  private  individual^  he  thought 
the  negociations  had  broken  off  on  just 
grounds,  still,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
he  must  call  for  the  papers  vvhich  had 
been4>romised;  that  he  might  know  what 
bad  caused  the  rupture. 

The  Chancellor  if  the  Excliequer  had  not 
meant,  by  any  thing  that  he  had  said,  to 
preclude  the  House  from  calling  for  the 
papers,  if  their  production  should  be 
thought  necessary  at  any  future  time. 
He  wished  at  present  to  give  no  opinion, 
as  to  whether  or  not  ministers  might  here- 
after think  it  desirable  that  they  should  be 
produced.  Whether  or  not  it  would  be 
^pedient  at  a  ftiture  dayj  he -was  not  now 
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disposed  to  inquire.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  the  House  had  reposed  great  con- 
fidence in  ministers,  by  adjourning  from 
time  to  time  to  enable  them  to  prosecute 
the  negociations  without  interruption. 
He  admitted,  the  House  had  reposed  great 
confidence  in  them ;  he  trusted  that  con^ 
fidence  had  not  been  abused;  and  had 
only  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  House 
woald  continue  to  have  confidence  in  them 
for  some  tibie  longer. 

Mr.  Whitbread  remarked,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  preclude  the  House  from  calling  for  any 
information  which  they  might  hereafter 
think  necessary.  He  knew  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  preclude 
them  from  doing  that  over  which  he  had 
nO'Contjoul ;  but  he  now  collected  from 
what  he  had  said,  that — the  instructions 
given  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  col- 
leagues—that the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's 
government  was— that  it  would  not,  even 
at  a  future  period,  be  expedient  to  lay  be- 
fore parliament  the  papers  which  they  had 
promised  to  produce:  now,  if  this  waa 
their  resolution,  when  the  time  came,  and 
a  time  must  arrive,  when  the  production 
of  these  papers  would  be  harmless,  he 
would  get  them  if  he  could  ;  and  as  their 
production  had  already  been  sanctioned 
by  ministers,  if  he  stood  alone,  he  would 
endeavour  to  persuade  the  House  to  call 
for  them.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  negociations  up  to  the  present  time, 
he  had  been  one  of  the  first  to  repose  cc^- 
fidence  in  ministers.  He  did  not  repent 
the  line  he  had  taken  ;  but  they  must  not 
expect  his  confidence  would  be  extended 
beyond  all  bounds;  and  he  should  thinir 
ministers  unworthy  of  all  confidence,  if 
they  kept  from  the  House  those  papers 
which  they  ought  to  have. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  not  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  at  some  future  time  to  lay 
the  papers  before  the  House.  He  repeated, 
it  was  his  meaning,  that  it  was  not  now 
deemed  expedient  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters to  lay  before  the  House  those 
papers  which  a  short  time  ago  they  thought 
it  their  duty  to  produce. 

Colonial  0*ficbs  Bilu]  Oo  the  ques- 
tion being  put  for  going  into  a  committee 
on  this  Bill ; 

Mr.  Cretvey  rose  to  oppose  any  further 
progress  of  this  Bill,  which  had  been  mis- 
called a  Bill  of  Reform.  It  would,  in 
effect,    sanctify    all    abuses    committed 
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against  a  Biil  of  Reform  which  had  passed 
in  the  22d  of  the  King.  That  Bill,  which 
was  not,  as  had  been  stated,  brought  into 
that  House  by  Mr.  Burke,  originated  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  late  marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
then  lord  Shelburne ;  it  was  brou^^ht  into 
the  House  of  Commons  by  lord  Kenyon, 
then  attorney  general ;  who  said  on  the 
occasion,  that  its  intention  was,  to  compel 
all  persons  who  dield  offices  in  the  West 
Indies  to  reside  in  the  jplaces  to  which 
they  were  appointed.  U  was  true,  that  in 
the  enacting  part  of  the  Bill  those  offices 
only  were  mentioned  that  were  held  by 
patent ;  but  the  reason  of  this  was,  that  it 
Tiras  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  compel 
those  who  held  by  commission,  tp  reside, 
without  the  interference  of  the  legislature. 
Notwithstanding  this  law,  sir  £.  Nepeao, 
Who  was  governor  of  Bombay,  held  an 
office  in  Jamaica  by  patent;  and  Mr. 
King,  who  held  an  office  by  the  same 
species  of  aothority,  held  an  office  in 
England,  equally  incompatible  with  his 
residence  in  the  West  Indies.  There  was, 
it  was  true,  a  provision  ip  the  Act,  by 
which  a  leave  of  absence  could  be  granted 
by  ^be  governor  and  council  of  the  island 
iq  which  the  office  was  holden.  He  was 
curious  to  see  in  the  case  ofsk  £.  >}epean 
and  Mr.  King,  what  sort  ofUiing  perpetual 
leaves  of  absence  could  be :  he  doubted 
•not.  When  they  were  produced,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  would 
contend  that  there  was  a  vested  right  in  a 
leave  of  absence,  as  .well  as  in  an  office 
held  at  pkasure.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  read  a  copy  of  a  commission,  by 
which  the  office  of  receiver  at  Berbice 
was  granted  to  the  hon.  G.  Capell,  who  is 
also  a  commissioner  of  land  tax  in  the 
county  of  Stafford.  He  contended,  that 
this  commission,  having,  like  all  others,  a 
declaration  that  the  office  was  only 
holden  during  the  King's  pleasure,  it  could 
091  surely  be  necessary  to  pass  a  law  to 
Cbmpel  residence.  The  advocates  of  this 
Bill  (said  the  hon.  gentleman),  are  suspi- 
cious reformers  :  for^  in  the  first  place,  it 
is  they  who  have  sinned.  [No  !  from  the 
ministerial  bench.J — On  looking  over  the 
list  of  the  place-holders  }n  question,  the 
names  of  lord  Hobart  and  lord  Castlereagh 
both  occurred  Several  times.  Indeed, 
he  would  stake  his  life  that  the  whole 
anxiety  for  the  present  Bill  arose  from  one 
little  passage,  viz.  <*  And  be  it  farther  en« 
acted,  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
f  Qostcued  to  extend  to  any  existing  ap- 
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pointment  or  leave  of  absence  granted  be* 
fore.''  By  this  pretty  device,  it  was  in? 
tended  to  support  the  leaves  of  absence, 
which  the  proposers  of  the  Bill  well  knew 
to  be  too  rotten  to  support  themselves.  If 
the  Bill  was  pressed,  be  should  divide  the 
House  on  it,  and  propose  what  he  though! 
would  be  a  much  better  measure— a  re^o? 
lution  that  the  law  had  been  violated  i^ 
the  letter,  in  the  case  of  the  holders  of 
colonial  offices  by  patent ;  and  in  its 
spirit  and  effect,  by  the  holders  of  thof^ 
offices  by  commissions. 

Mr.  OottZhmtJita ted,  that  when  be  haclfirs^ 
the  honour  of  submitting  the  present  4near 
sure  to  the  House,  he  had  m  no  oegree  ^tict* 
pated  the  opposition  which  it  appeared  4hat 
he  was  now  to  encounter  ;  for,  whatever 
apprehensions  he  might  have  entertaine4 
of  being  considered  as  an  intruder  on  the 
province  of  reform,  which  the  hon.  gentle* 
men  opposite  arrogated  exclusively  tQ 
themselves,  they  were  removed  by  the 
general  expression  of  approbation  and 
concurrence  with  which  it  was  received 
on  its  first  introduction.  He  was  still  lesf 
prepared  to  hear  the  present  Bill  stigma^ 
tised  as  one  brought  in  expressly  for  thu 
purpose  of  perpetuating  existing;  abuse, 
and  sanctioning  the  illegal  violations  off 
former  statute.  As  the  hon.  gentleman 
thought  it  necessary  to  give  the  nistory  of 
that  Bill  (the  22nd  of  the  King),  it  did  not 
appear  to  Mr.  Groulburn  improper  to  inform 
the  House  and  the  hon.  gentlemani  that  it 
was  brought  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
passed  through  that  House,  precisely  iq 
the  shape  in  which  the  present  Bill  wai 
submitted  to  parliament.  During  its  pro* 
gress  through  this  House,  it  was  limited  in 
its  operation  to  patent  places;  probably 
in  consequence  of  the  suspicions  of  thos« 
who  thought,  yf'iik  the  hon.  gentleman} 
that  the  government  had  no  right  to  meddle 
with  reform ;  and  who  therefore  proposed 
an  alteration  which  had  the  effect  of  rea  * 
dering  an  useful  Bill  altogether  nugatoiry;* 
That  the  ground  on  which  the  fonnei^ 
Bill  was  introduced  was  that  stated  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  namely,  that  of  reform  jog 
places  which  were  from  their  tenure  but 
of  the  reach  of  the  prerogative  of  tt^^ 
crown,  was  altogether  incorrect;  for*  as 
the  Bill  had  onl^  a  prospectire  operation* 
it  was  as  mueh  in  the  power  of  the  crowa 
to  have  introduced  a  clause  of  residence 
into  future  patents,  as  to  compel  the  resi- 
dence of  persons  holding  offic^  during; 
pleasure.  The  hoi^gentlenipn  had  inter*, 
preted  the  ibrmer  BiU  as  depriving  the', 
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absent  patentee  of  all  claim  (o  salary  While 
absent,  and  stated  his  life  on  the  accuracy 
#f  this  interpretation.  Mr.  Goafburn,  bow- 
fever,  thought  thai  the  fact  of  the  salaries 
having  been  paid  to  absent  patentees,  was 
evidence  that  this  construction  was  incor- 
rect. He  had  never  found  that  any  per- 
sons were  willing  to  pay  sums,  sometimes 
of  considerable  amount,  to  those  who  had 
no  legal  authority  to  demand  such  pay- 
ments ;  and  he  was  still  less  mclined  to, 
believe^  that  the  persons  resident  in  the 
colonies,  from  whom  the  fees  were'  de- 
manded, which  constituted  the  salaries  of 
their  officer,  would  have  paid  them  if  the 
Authority  of  the  patentee  had  admitted  of 
a  doubt.  There  was,  however,  another 
Circumstance  to  contradict  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's opinion ;  which  was,  that  Mr. 
King's  claim  to  the  fees  of  his  office  had 
been  contested  in  a  court  of  law,  and  had 
been  established  by  its  decision  in  his 
favour. 

It  appeared  to  Mr.  Groulburn,  that  the 
measure  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  this 
Bill,  was  one  of  the  ^eatest  cruelty  and 
injustice;  being  no  less  than  to  deprive 
those  who  had  received  such  offices  (on 
the  express  understanding  of  non-resi- 
dence, and  of  being  allowed  to  appoint  a 
deputy)  of  what  had  been  in  most  cases 
(he  only  reward  which  they  had  received 
for  meritorious  public  service.  He  did 
hot  believe  there  was  any  one  in  the 
House  who  wou|d,  in  his. own  case,  avail 
iiimself  qf  the  letter  of  an  agreement  in 
opposition  to  its  understood  engagements, 
With  a  view  of  being  released  from  its  ob- 
ligation; and  he  could  not  consent  to 
impose  either  upon  the  crown  or  the  par- 
liament a  line  or  conduct  which  would  be 
justly  considered,  in  an  individual,  to  be 
both  uiijqst  and  dishonourable. 

The  hon.  gentleman  had  at  length  dis- 
claimed bis  ^rmer  opinions  as  to  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  abolishing  colonial  offices,  and 
appropriating  their  salaries  to  home  ser- 
vices. Mr.  Goulburn  was  glad  to  hear 
this  recantation ;  but  even  if  the  measure 
originally  suggested  had  been  feasible, 
Mr.  Coulburp  would  have  thought  it  un- 
lidviseable.  The  House  had  oAen  had 
j-easoh  to  lament  the  feelings  which  were 
found  to  be  prevalent  in  the  colonies ;  to 
t>bserve  the  distinctions  which  were  made 
betweAi  man  and  man,  not  on  account  of 
th^ir  qualities,  but  of  their  colour,  and  to 
ir^r&bale  the  conduct  to  which  such  dis- 
tinctions gtive  ri9e.  The  source  of  this 
ht\\  was,  the  stagnation  of  all  colonial 


society,  arising  from  the  repugnance  which 
was  felt  to  a  residence  in  the  colonies.  By 
inducing  therefore  respectable  persons  td 
reside  there,  more  would  be  done  to  re« 
medv  this  crying  evil  than  by  amy  other 
possible  mode; ,  nor  could  Mr.  Goulburn 
believe,  that  the  House  would,  for  a  mo- 
ment, permit  the  paltry- saving  of  a  few 
thousand  pounds  to  weigh  against  th0 
adoption  of  a  measure  which  was  essen* 
tial  to  the  security  of  the  colony,  to  the 
happiness  of  the  colonial  population,  and 
above  all  essential  to  the  character  of  this 
country.  * 

Mr.  Creeoey  thought  an  attention  to  this 
subject  was  particularly  called  for  at  the 
present  time,  from  the  near  prospect  we 
now  had  of  peace ;  when  a  number  of  most 
meritorious  persons,  in  consequence  of  the 
diminution  of  our  naval  and  military  esta* 
blishments,  would  be  redticed  to  a  scant j 
half-pay.  It  was  not  surely  at^  such  a 
time  as  this  that  those  places,  which  might 
be  conferred  as  an  honourat>le  reward  on 
the  services  of  our  gallant  country  men, 
should  be  disposed  of  to  increase  ministerial 
patronage.  The  hon.  memberxoncloded 
with  moving,  as  an  amend mentrinstead  of 
the  words  "  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the 
chair,'*  the  following  Resolution: — "Thaib. 
it  appears  to  this  House,  that  by  the!,2'2d 
of  the  King,  no  persons  holding  colonial 
appointments  are  permitted  to  Veside  itt 
this  country  ;  that  nevertheless  man]^ 
persons  holding  such  appointments  by 
patent,  do  reside  in  this  country,  con- 
trary to  the  express  letter  of  the  Act; 
and  many  others,  not  holding  them  bv 
patent,  contrary  to  iu  evident  meanin]^ 
and  spirit ;  that  this  is  an  abuse  and  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  calling  loudly  for  inquiry 
and  correction.'' 

Mr.  WhUhread  seconded  the  amendment^ 
Sir  «/•  Mackintosh  said,  it  was .  true  that 
there  were  abuses  of  non- residence,"  against 
which  it  was  proper  to  guard  ;  and  was 
of  opinion,  that  to  frame  some  new  regu- 
lations, with  respect  to  the  granting  of 
leave  of  absence,  would  be  wise.  He  did 
not  agree  with  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Stephen)  in  the  line  he  had  takem 
as  to  the  "  vested  right''  which  he  sup- 
posed colonial  officers  to  have  in  the  situ- 
ations to  which  they  were  appointed  dur- 
ing'pleasure ;  but  at  the  same  tiipe,  he 
thought  long  established  usages  ought  not 
at  once  to  bie  overthrown,  to  the  ruin  of 
individuals.  It  appeared  tp  him,  that  co- 
lonial offices  might  have  beeii  conferred 
on  persons,  who  had  ibrmed  their  plans  of 
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life  on  a  belief,  that  residence  would  DOt^ 
be  required.  They  had  been  ignorant  of 
^he  law  on  this  subject;  or  at  the  time 
they  received  their  appointment,  they 
were  possibly  of  an  age  not  sufficiently 
mature,  to  be  aware  of  the  condition 
which  accompanied  it.  That  persons 
thus  circumstanced,  should  lose  the  in- 
come on  which  their  whole  plan  of  life 
had  been  formed,  was,  in  his  miod,  incon- 
sistent with  the  maxims  of  wise  and  libe- 
ral government.  He  concurred  with  that 
great  man,  (Mr.  Burke)  who  had  by  mis- 
take been  said  to  be  the  author  of  the  Act 
formerly  passed  on  this  subject,  in  think- 
ing that  "  tenderness  to  an  individual  cost 
nothing  to  a  state ;  that  that  which  was 
every  thing  to  a  man,  was  nothing  to  the 
resources  of  a  nation ;  so  that  the  princi- 
ple complained  of,  was  adhered  to  no 
longer."  To  adopt  now  the  resolution 
moved  as  an  amendment  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Creevey),  to  compel  those 
holding  colonial  offices  to-  reside,  would 
he  to  compel  the  greatest  part  of  them  to 
resign.  Doing,  this,  they  would  reward 
the  exertions  of  the  present  government 
by  throwing  into  their  hands  a  great  deal 
of  patronage,  the  result  of  long  connivance 
and  abuse  in  their  predecessors.  Was  it 
thought  that  the  present  administration  was 
80  superior  to  the  ministers  who  had  pre- 
ceded them,  that  the  patronage,  improper- 
ly exercised  by  them,  would  be  unexcep- 
tionably  employed  by  these,  in  rewarding 
that  distinguished  valour  which,  displayed 
by  sea  and  land,  had  placed  this  country 
80  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  world. 
He,  for  his  part,  was  not  disposed  to  pay 
their  virtue  so  high  a  compliment  as  to 
[^ssume  that  they  were  so  much  better 
than  all  who  had  gone  before  them.  He 
could  not  see  the  wisdom  of  placing  such 
boundless  confidence  in  them  to  the  ruin 
of  many  unoffending  persons.  He  appre- 
hended, that  the  objection,  made  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  near  him,  might  be  ob- 
viated, by  omitting  that  part  of  the  clause 
that  he  had  noticed,  which  provided  that 
persons  holding  appointments  before  the 
"1,  should  not  be  affected 
vision,  as  he  thought  it 
:>uld  wish  to  see  omitted, 
d,  that  at  the  time  this 
ght  in,  it  seemed  tD  be 
\  other  side  of  the  House, 
r  honourable  to  the  per- 
id  it,  and  to  the  colonial 
t  gentlemen  on  that  side 
My  fair  apd  pan4id-?-it 


Colonial  Offices  SiilL 


[440 


was  a  pity  that  they  changed  their  minds 
so  very  suddenly.  With  ail  their  love  of 
reformation,  there  appeared  something 
like  jealousy,  at  having  a  measure  of  this 
nature  introduced  by  a  young  rival.  The 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  expressed 
his '  conviction,  that  the  Bill  would  frus« 
trate  reformatfpn , in  the.  colonial. offices; 
and  pretended  to  discover  some  plot  for 
this  purpose  in  the  concluding  proviso  of 
the  Bill,  which  took  away  its  application 
to  existing  appointments.  In  the  Bill 
formerly  introduced  by  the  member  for 
Corfe  Castle,  there  was  a  saving  clause,  of 
the  same  kind  ;  add  it  was  the  prdi nary, 
and  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  this  kind  ;  and  ye^  it  was  in  such 
a  clause  that  he  pretended  to  discover  this 
plot  to  frustrate  the  reformation  intended 
by  the  measure.  It  was  not  unusual  to 
put  such  constructions  upon. the  best  mea- 
sures  ;  but  the  method  now  had  recourse 
to  was  without  example.  The  clause  was 
represented  as  productive  of 

*•  All  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things ; 

"  Serjpents,  and  hydras,  and  chimeras  dire.*' 

A  phrase  used  by  him  upon  a  former  oc« 
casion  was  alluded  to,  and  a  cry  was 
raised  against  him  for  the  way  in  which 
he  applied  the  term  "  vested  interests.^' 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  what  construc- 
tion the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey),  in 
the  accuracy  and  clearness  of  his  fancy* 
would  put  upon  these  terms-— (A  laugh.)— 
A  laugh  might  be  easily  raised,  but  a 
laugh  was  no  proof  that  he  (Mr.  Stephen) 
used  the  words  improperly.  He  should 
wish  to  hear  the  laugh  raised  against  him 
justified  by  a  close  definition,  and  notsup« 
ported  merely  by  sarcasm.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Creevey)  so  much  forgot 
his  legal  in  his  political  studies,  that  be 
seemed  to  think  nothing  vested,  but  what 
was  held  in  perpetuity.  Did  he  never 
hear  of  vested  interests  for  a  term  of  years, 
or  in  the-  funds  ?  Where  then  was  the 
absurdity,  to  justify  the  laugh  raised 
against  him  ?  Was  it  because  be  applied 
the  words  to  places  held  during  pleasure  ? 
Could  nothing  be  a  subject  of  unjust  in- 
vasion unless  it  was  held  during  life  ?  If 
the  hon.  gentleman's  (Mr.  Creevey)^ idea 
of  the  matter  was  a  right  one,  the  gallant 
officers  who  would  now  retire  upon  half 
psy*  i^ight  be  deprived  of  that  half  pay, 
as  it  was  not  held  by  patent.  Did  he 
mean  to  say,  that  places  not  held  by  pa> 
tent  were  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  re- 
former ?  He  hoped  they  would  answer  thq 
"  master  in  Chs^ncery  '  fairly,   and  nof 
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fcreen  ihemselreB  again  under  a  larcasm. 
What  he  said,  and  must  again  say;*  ^^as, 
that  it  would  be  monstrous,  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  that  it  would  be  converting 
public  spirited  reformation  into  Jacobin 
reformation— to  deprive  persons  of  their 
places  without  compensation.  So  hr 
from  thinking  the  clause  objected  to  a 
blemish,  he  considered  it  indispensable  in 
such  %  measure.  Part  of  the.hon.  gentle- 
man's (Mr.  Creevey )  plan  was«,  to  apply  to 
colonial  purposes  the  money  that  would 
arise  from  the  suppression  of  some  colo- 
nial offices ;  he  should  howerer  have 
known,  that  the  parliament  of  this  coun- 
try disclaimed  the  practice  of  colonial 
taxation,  except  with  respect  to  commerce. 
Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  the  fees  vt ere 
to  be  received  as  before,  and  disposed  of 
by  parliament?  The  hon.  gentleman 
never  was  in  the  West  Indies,  and  couki 
not  know  what  was  sufiered  by  Europeans 
residing  there.  Did  he  think  that  men  of 
talent  would  expose  themselves  to  all  the 
bardships  of  that  climate  for  a  bare  sub- 
sistence,  and  on  the  condition  that  they 
were  never  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  ?  It 
was  proper  that  persons  in  situations  there 
•boo Id  return  to  £urope  periodically,  to 
get  rid  of  the  rust  they  must  necessarily 
contract,  and  to  renew  themselves,  like 
the  giant  Antoeus,  by  touching  their  mo- 
ttier  earth.  Without  having  it  in  his 
power  to  return  home  and  refresh  bis  con- 
stitution, no  man  of  talent  would  accept 
of  a  place  in  the  West  Indies.  Giving 
sinecures  in  the  colonies  as  the  reward  of 
merit/  was  rather  a  relief  than  a  burthen 
to  this  country ;  for  otherwise,  such  per- 
sons most  be  rewarded  from  some  other 
source.      To    deprive   persons   of  those 

S laces  which  they  now  held,  would,  in 
is  mind,  be  the  highest  injustice. 
Mr.  Creevey  explained.  He  thought 
before,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stephen)  misapplied  the  term  vested 
rights;  and  by  the  illustration^now  given, 
he  was  the  more  convinced  of  this.  He 
(Mr.  Creevey)  admitted,  there  might  be 
Tested  interests  in  places  not  held  by  pa- 
tent. He  admitted,  that  the^right  hon. 
gentleman's  place  was  of  that  nature.  He 
was  asked,  if  he  never  heard  of  vested  in- 
terests ?  To  this  he  would  reply,  that  he 
often  did  hear  of  such;  but  if  a. person 
were  to  go  into  the  office  of  the  master  in 
Chancery,  and  shew  a  piece  of  paper,  by 
which  be  held  a  place  of  2,000/.  a  year, 
the  master,  if  he  did  his  duty  upon  such  a 
Consultation^  would  say,  that  he  held  a 


'contingent,  and  not  a  vested,  iot^stia 
the  place. 

y  Mr.  P.  ilfoof^  said,  that  the  Bill,  when 
ft  was  introduced,  professed  to  remove  an 
existing  evil;  which,  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  not  do.  The  Bill,  as  the  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  observed,  was 
certainly  received  with  some  cheeiing 
from  that  side  of  the  Hoiise ;  but  the  cheer« 
ing  was  applied  to  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Bill  was  said  to  proceed  ;  andl 
because  it  was  stated  by  the  person  wha 
brought  It  in,  that  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  colonial  department  would, 
by  this  measure,  deprive  himself  of  mach 
self-indulgence,  by  giving  up  his  power  of 
granting  leave  of  absence.  This,  how* 
ever,  was  not  the  case ;  as  the  Bill  applied 
only  to  governors  and  other  officers 
abroad.  There  ought  to  be  a  return  of 
all  leaves  of  absence  for  the  last  32' years, 
laid  upon  the  ubie,  that  the  House  might 
have  some  proof  of  the  necessity  of  such 
a  Bill.  They  should  likewise  know  the 
jurisdiction  under  which  the  governors 
acted  in  granting  leave  of  absence.  Thertt 
was  one  instance,  of  a  governor  at  present 
residing  in  this  country,  who  removed  a 
judge  from  his  place;  he  also  removed 
the  sheriff  and  the  attorney  general,  and 
persons  holding  patent  places.  As  he  saw 
no  grounds  for  this  measure,  he  must  vote 
against  it. 

-  Sir  iS.  Rdimlfym6,  that  on  his  part  at 
least  there  was  no  personal  hostility  ;  and 
in  the  opinion  be  should  deliver,  he  would 
be  influenced  by  no  consideration  of  thai 
nature.  He  understood  his  hon.  and 
learned  firiend  (Mr.  Stephen)  to  sav  that 
officea  held  et  pleasure  were  vested  inte- 
rests. He  did  not  know  whether  he  used 
the  words  in  a  legal  sense,  or  merely  to 
imply  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  deprive 
persons  of  such  places.  In  law,  every 
thing  was  vested  that  was  not  contingent ; 
but  when  his  honi  and  l^furned  niend 
spoke  thus  of  places  held  at  pleasure, 
surely  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  i^ 
would  be  illegal  to  Uke  them  away* 
Vested  interesU,  indeed,  could  not  be 
taken  away  without  a  violation  of  law* 
The  learned  gentleman,  perhaps,  meant 
only  by  vested,  existing  rights;  and  to 
say  that  such  could  not  be  taken  away 
without  injustice,  was  a  dangerous  doc« 
trine.  The  office  held  by  the  learned 
gentleman  himself  was  a  freehold  one  and 
vested,  and  could  not  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  Stephen  regretted  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  was  not 
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pttfmit  iflmt  iBe  wbHh  ttfhideti'  td  ^ret^ 
spoken.  He  (Mr.  StephenX  did  tb^tl 
Hi^Mtt,  tiM  the*  cfRCes^  wftich  the  Bill 
RMT  ill  cotivemplfttidrr  wtitr  vested  ime- 
i^sl^,  mm!  CdiiHl  not,  wicfapdut'  iftjdstlfce,  be 
Mtelf  A^y.    Astoniiihiiient  Was  then  ex- 

£«toed  tft'  tf  fovf yer  dp«akin^  in  this  man- 
r;'ttti4  fbe  fd^  on  wbrch  th«  word« 
^iWB  cMj^nt  at  was,  that  ttested  and  pa- 
iMd  ittCcJfeW  ^9€tt  '  iyttcttxhoKPii*  —  His 
h9mtifjietiS(iir  S;  Itdniniy)  novr agreed 
#ftK  Mm  r»  tfrcf  u^  of  tire  terms. 
-  Mr.  Marryaei  tegr^tced^  tftac  many  of 
lire  i^hictn  hi  tfM  colonfev  w%rti  ofien  gifeit 
ft)  fttts6tiit,  not  for  tfaeh*  obititrev  to  dfs- 
^arg«  the  dtotief  of  them ;  if,  however, 
chey  were^  made  less  profit able^  thej 
would  not  fteaecepted  by  men  of  tatents. 
The  gfootrds  upon  which  the  Bill  pro- 
eee<9ed  were  stated  to  the  House ;  and  one 
ef  the  gfotrnds  was,  to  increase  the  white 
poptflation ;  for  it  was  well  known  that  it 
was  decreeing  ;  and  that,  to  preTem  it, 
(here*  were  local  regtrfations ;  the  object 
M  which  was,  to  render  the  number  of 
Whhes  upon  each  estate  in  some  degree 
proportionate  to  the  negroes.  The  Bill, 
Be  was  certain,  would  contribute  to  the 
aectnritr  aDnd  happiness  of  the  colonies. 
It  Wotlld  have  been  better  if  the  hon.  gen- 
fleman  (Mr.  Creevcy)  bad  moved  for  a 
i^eturrt  oFaH  the  appointments  fn  the  co- 
lonies, and  not  confined  himself  to  a  few 
lit  Jamaica  and  in  the  conquered  colonies, 
which  probably  would  be  all  very  soon 
l^ven  up.  Most  of  the  places  appeared 
to  be  given  to  persons  who  had  served  the 

Sovermnem  in  other  sitoaltfons.  Only  six 
ad  beeii  given  within  the  last  ten  years; 
irad  they  were  gireO  with  the  Implied  con- 
dition,  that  those  who  obtained  them  were 
fhot  to  reside.  It  was  not  against  law  to 
dispoae  df  then  in  this  manner.  The 
present  Bin  he  considered  highly  honour- 
able to  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
eolontal  department ;  and  it  had  hid  con- 
cnrrence»  as  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  mea- 
iore  of  m«tch  milily. 

Mr.  PFMthrettd  said,  thai  in  the  first  in- 
stance he  should  take  the  liberty  of  pay- 
ing h'rt  pergonal  respects  to  the  learned 
g«ni)em«n  (Mr.  Srephen)  who  had  so  par- 
ttcutariy  alluded  to  him,  and  whom  he 
thenfohB  wished  to  have  immediately  fol- 
lowed. The  learned  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  attribute  to  him  (Mr. 
Wbift)read)  a  capainty  for  repartee,  but 
}^  muift  decline  the  compliment ;  and  as 
t6  aatcasms,  be^had  no  talent  for  them; 
Ml  even  ilbe  had,  tiiey  coold  not  aSect 
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the  FfeatnW  genftlemaif*  Indeed,  he  pro- 
fessed iff  disreva^(!^  them ;  and  justly,  for 
against  him  they  must  be  tnefl^ctive— 
titey  must  fall  from  him  « imbelta  teku 
But  as  to  the  phrase,  'vested  interests,* 
it  appeared,  niat,  notwithSTandtng  the 
learned  gentleman'^  rumfoations  upon 
th^  subject  during  the  recess  —  not- 
Withstanding  his  overstrained  endea- 
vour at  definilion^  to  cover  his  Ose  of 
that  phrase,  it  was  stitl  obviouslv  Inap- 
plicable to  his  argument.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  pernaps  used  it  in  a  former 
rastance,  because  he  thought  he  was  not 
addressing  an  assembly  of  lawyers— be- 
catiae  he  calculated  upon  the  influence  'of 
an  imposing  phrase  upon  comparatively 
superficial  men.  His  calculation,  how* 
ever,  proved  erroneous ;  and  he  was  this^ 
day  proved,  by  high  legal  authority,  to 
have  made  an  improper  application  of  a 
phrase  which  he  ought  to  have  under* 
stood.  But  the  highest  authority,  in  his 
estimation,  was  Mr.  Fox ;  and  that  distin- 
goisbed  statesman  applied  in  that  House 
the  phrase  of  '  vested  Interests'  only  to 
patent  places,  which  he  compared  to 
freehold  rights.  It  was,  however,  reserved 
for  the  learned  gentleman  to  maintain  that 
vested  interesu  were  tantamount  to  exist- 
ing  interests ;  that  sir  Evan  Nepean  had 
truly  a  fi-eehold  right,  becaose  he  held  an 
office  which  office  he  had  ;-i-that  Mr. 
King,  too,  bad  the  same  right,  and  for  the 
same  reason.  The  learned  gentleman  was 
angry^  it  appeared,  because  he  had  been 
called,  in  the  course  of  debate,  a  "  roaster 
fn  Chancery ;"  but  he  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
was  quite  at  a  loss  to  conceive  the  cause  of 
that  anger  ;  for,  was  he  not  a  master  in 
Chancery?  and  what  could  now  disturb 
him  on  that  point?  It  might  have  beeuj 
that  he  was  much  disturbed  before  he  be- 
came a  master,  by  the  doubt  and  difficulty 
of  attaining  the  office  :  some  might  have 
strongly  opposed,  although  others  strongly 
recommended,  his  appomtment;  and  the 
throes*  and  swellings  of  suspense,  which 
agitate  a  nymph  before  she  is  brought  to 
the  altar  to  consummate  her  wishes,  might 
possibly  have  agitated  the  learned  gentle- 
man ;  but  now  being  actually  a  master  in 
Chancery,  and  knowmg  that  no  chancellor 
could  turn  him  out  (unless  be  misbehaved, 
which  was  improbable),  although  a'  chan- 
cellor might  have  objected  to  his  original 
appointment,  why  ffhould  he  be  sO  angry 
at  the  description  of  his  office  ?  Could  the 
Solicitor  General,  whom  he  waii  glad  to 
seeinbiaphice,  could  any  public  officer 
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coiMid^r  it^  tarcMm'tD  aU^de  to  ibe^plaise 
wbicli  ^be  had  the  honour  of  iilliog  i  ^ 
was  said,  that  it  would  be  severe  now  to 
aones^  «  cauditioo  of  residence  Iq  phKes 
which  were  obtained  without  any  aoefa 
condition  aooexed.  This  wasmot  the  case 
with  xeapect  to  the  place  held  by  -sir  Evaa 
Nepean,  it  was  given  on  the  express  can« 
dition  of  residence,  and  yet  he  never  lUa- 
chavged  the  duties  of  it  in  |>ersan.  The 
learned  gentleman  hiooself  (Mr.  Stephen) 
resided  in  the  West  Indies  for  a  long  time. 
He  hoped  he  was  now  pui^ed  of  all  the 
dross  he  contracted  there^  and,  like  An* 
tceus,  be  was  renovated  by  touching  his 
mother  earth*  He  very  often  gave  poroof 
of  this  renovation,  but  not  opon  the  pre* 
sent  occasion.  The  good  intentions  ef 
lord  9atburst  were  speken.of,  in  annexing 
the  condition  4>f  resideoce  Ao  fatyre  ap- 
pointments ;  but  would  it  not  be  eaay  to 
^void  it  ?  What  could  be  stronger  than  the 
condition  to  reside  contained  in  the  ap- 
pointment  of  sir  Evan  Nepean.  He  was 
obliged  to  go  out  to  Jamaica  to  obtain  his 
leave  of  absence  |  «f[id  so  neoeasafy  was  it 
to  purge  off  the  dross  contracted  there, 
that  he  came  home  after  remaining  only 
two  days,  and  brought  .the  leave'  of  gib* 
sence  in  his  pocket  with  iiim.  Even' the 
form  of  such  leaves  of  absence  was  refoaed 
to  be  laid  before  ^e  House,  or  else  it  was 
unknown.  Was,  he  would  ask«  such  a 
palpable  fraud  and  abuse  of  the  law. to  be 
overlooked  ?  Yet  such  evasion  might  go 
on  under  the  saving -clauae  in  this  Bill. 
Bat  a  warm  climate  had  not,  it«eei]^; 
such  great  terrors  for  sir  Evan  Nepean; 
for,  leavjng  the' West  Indian  office,  which 
he  obtained  in  1809^  he  in  (81  ^accepted 
the  office  of  go?emor  of  Bombay^  where 
he  now  was  performing  his  official  dnty- 
Was  this,  he  would  appeal  to  common 
sense  and  justicOi  consiatent  with  law  or 
propriety  ?  Advertir^g  to  the  observations 
of  bis  hon.  firiend  {sw  James  Mackintosh), 
he  remarked  that  such  men  as  sir  Evan 
Nepeao,  Mr.  King*  and  lord  G.  Sevmour, 
coald  not  be  supposed  to  violate  the  law 
througii  ignorance.  At  all  events,  such 
ignorance  could  not  be  allowed  to  excuse 
them,  while  the  .plea  of  ignorance  was  not 
allowed  in  this  country  to  excuae  i^ren  the 
criminality  of  a  child.  Tbe.^pepsM  who 
tMreughtin  this  Bill  said,  itwas^identMally 
the  same  as  that  before  introduced  into  the 
Hoaseof  Lords;  bat  be  did  not  koow^  that 
the  whole  debate  then  torned  upon  the 
omission  of  the  word  ^  America^  in  th^ 
Bi|l^  and  Ihtt  it  oUuMise  pftsstd  Ja  tha 


identical  wocdain^hinb  jl»atipBaf)«H4 
TheiBill  passed  lia  i;^fU2;  4Mid  tharew^ia 
gross  violation  taf  it^P  lir«&,  ivthiobat^if 
now  said  >h  sandtioiied  (by  iiaie»  and  jmM 
aot'be  .to«ohed.  The  learned  ^entlomaa 
(Mr.  Stephen)  talked  of  ihe  detodenB.iif 
their  country,  a&d  of  a  .vested  iactereat  in  ' 
half-pay.  l>id  he  nat.kaow  thaH  pffieers 
in  the  army  were  removable  at  tbe  ^^a«> 
sure  of  the  crown;  and  .that,  fcir  *  msii^ 
in  that  Houae,  .a  xroflaet  jpf  dragoons  «waa 
aaoe  depriJiRed  of  his  comfiMSsiton.  WiUl 
a  view  to  promdte  tfaiR  uesidenae  «f « 
reapectahjie  wJaiite  popalation  ,in  Ihe  'West 
Indies,  which  an  ban.  moaner. (^r.  Mas4 
ryau)  justly  eansideeed  ao  xery  adivian* 
tageous,  be  (Mr.  Whiihraad)  Omngbtlba 
resolutions  of  i^is  hon.  frieiul  mtne  iafi« 
nitely  preferable  to  the  Bill  jimker  joon^ 
sideration  ;  because  those  .  tMoladaaa^ 
would  serve  to  enforce  the  residtooe  iaf 
the . principal  officers,  wbifiib-iiiias  Iheitiore 
necessary,  as  the  depat^  offiota^ere  n0f4 
torioosly  sold  to  4be  highest  bidWa;  af 
coarae>  liable  to  be  hield  by  extcepiioaaUa 
persoiis.  These  nesolatiaaB  would  thaii^ 
fore  be.prodaotive  ef  a  .most  aalntany  tti^ 
Sotm;  and  having  mantioAad  rclorm>;tihc( 
Learned.  gentleBfean's  use  of  the  wand  **Jm 
oobinicaj,''  whiqh  he  coafeased  his  newi 
heard  with  aurprise>  ^atotally  oeecurfiad 
to  his  memory.  Jn  using  it,  he  mqstiadba 
leave  to  say,  that  ihe  learned  gentiama* 
(Mr.  Stephen)  was  ««  a  day  after  the.faic;"^ 
and  felicitous  as  the  learned  ^entlamanr 
waa  in  his  diction,  he  tbottgHt  he^wouhi 
have  been  aomewhat  novel  in  hia  Qspras*, 
aion^.and  laid  aside  an. old,  obaotete  :\w96r 
referring  to  what  was  past  aad  .gone>. 
never,  he  hoped  and  trusted^  again  lo  jre^ 
turn.  He  supposed  Abe  learned  gentle*, 
i^an  (Mr,  Stephen)  was  making  a. apeesb: 
fpr  the. present  occasion  during .&e  recess, 
and  thi«dcing  of  the  many  severe  thiagft  he 
would  say,  and  the  defence  be  woald 
make  for  himaelf;  but;he  happened  to 
answer  a  part  of  a  speech  ^om  his  Jion. 
friend  (Mr.  Greevey)  which  that. gentle- 
man never  made.  For  bis  (Mr.  Wh'tt* 
bread's)  part,  he  /would  sw?or  sanction, 
that  which  vsas.a.^iokuionuof  .law,  and 
that  with  Xh»  knowledge  inf  itbase  wha 
violated  it;  and  must  coWfaBAdaaBinsiwhBt/ 
be  considered  iasifriudoUfdt  aMeaasive* 

Mr.  Marryatt-axplaiaed. 

The  Hon.. fT.  SoikurH  observed,  that' 
ao«ie  jnembers  .opposed  a  dadie  m  the 
Bill  aa  tending  to  isanciion  that  which  <iiias 
already  ilkgaL  A  iUlVbadtpassed  througl]^: 
tha  HtflMfl  aamejl^e  afpo,,wbich  coatained^^ 
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a  similar  c1aa«e;  and  he  would  therefore 
•ay,  that  it  was. already  sanctioned  by 
passing  that  Bill.  Nay,  the  hon.  gentle* 
man,  by  voting  for  that  Bill,  had  already, 
as  he  himself  expressed  it,  **  sanctified 
•ins  of  32  years  standing/' 
.   Mr.  Goulborn  explained. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  said,  l^e  should  cer- 
tainly TOte  for  the  Bill,  were  it  not  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust 
to  disturb  the  possessions  of  those  persons 
to  whom  the  places  had  been  granted,  and 
in  which  they  ought  to  be  protected. 

Mr.  Creeyey's  Amendment  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee, 
Mr.  Brogden  in  the  chair. 

On  the  clause  being  read,  relative  to  the 
power  of  granting  leave  of  absence  to 
gentlemen  comiected  with  offices  in  the 
Colonies, 

Mr.  A.  Brmxme  oppose^  it  He  said, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  right  to  grant  leave 
<>f  absence  should  be  vested  in  the  coun- 
cils and  governors  abroad,  and  not  in  the 
government  at  home.  In  two  of  the  cases 
of  absence  which  had  been  mentioned,  the 
parties  who  ostensibly  granted  it  deserved 
to  be  impeached,  though  he  *  believed  the 
^ult  did  not  really  attach  to  them  ;  for  if 
the  House  could  uke  a  peep  behind-  the 
curtain,  he  believed  it  would  be  found  that 
the  governors  had  been  obliged,  by  the 
tnterference  of  the  authority  of  the  go* 
vemmeot  in  England,  to  grant  leave  of 
absence.  Persons,  he  knew,  had  been* 
pointed  out  by  government,  as  fit  to  re- 
ceive leave  of  absence ;  and  if  this  were 
done  in  one  case  (ab  una  disce  omnesj,  why 
might  they  not  infer  that  a  similar  course 
had  been  pursued  in  isll  ?  If  the  House 
really  wished  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  1782,  which  had  been  shamefully 
evaded,  there  ought  to  be  a  specific  time 
mentioned,  be3^ond  which  the  term  of  ab- 
sence should  not  be  permitted  to  extend. 
For  that  purpose  he  begged  leave  to  move, 
^  That  the  leave  of  absence  should  not  be 
for  more  than  i2  months,  nor  should  it  be 
renewed  for  more  than  the  like  period ; 
and  that  any  person  remaining  absent  for 
tiuA-e  than  two  years,  should  forfeit  the 
office  which  he  held.'' 

Mc.  Barham  objected  to  the  shortness 
of  the  period  stated  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. He  thought,  where  an  individual 
had  served  the  public  faithfully,  for  20 
v«ars,  in  the  colonies,  and  wished  to  come 
home,  either  to  seljlle  his  affairs,  or  to  edu- 
cate his  childrtni  ha  ought  not  to. be  re- 
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strict^  to  a  twelve-ilionlh ;  a  great  part 
of  which  would  be  consumed  in  the  voy- 
age home  and  back. 

Mr. '  GouUmm  also  considered  the  time 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  as  too 
confined.  In  illustration  of  his  statement, 
he  observed,  that  the  voyage  to  New 
South  Wales,  on  an  average,  occupied  ten 
months. 

Mr.  Browne  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  the  last  clause  being  read,  by  which 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  were  declared 
not  to  extend  to  those  who  at  present  held 
situations  in  the  colonies ;  Mr.  A.  Browne 
moved,  "  That  the  clause  be  rejected.*' 
And  af^er  a  short  conversation  between 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Creevey,  Mr.  Barham,  and  Mr.  Marryatt, 
the  cbmmittee  divided ;  when  there  ap- 
peared :  For  the  clause  32';  Against  it  9; 
Majority  25. 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tue$d4n^,  April  19. 

The  West  India  Trade  Bill,  the  West 
India  Shipping  Bill,  and  the  Legal  Quays' 
Bill,  received  xhe  royal  assent  by  com  mis- 
sion ;  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  duke  of 
Montrose,  and  lord  Walsingham  silting  as 
commissioners. 

Thb  Late  Negociations,  &c.]  The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  to  what  passed  re^ 
lative  to  the  late  negociations  previous  to 
the  recess.  He  had  then  informed  the 
House,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment to  lay  upon  the  table  certain  papers 
upon  this  important  subject.  Events  had 
since  occurred,  which  rendered  such  a 
proceeding,  at  present,  at  least,  unneces- 
sary; as  fresh  negociations  had  been  com- 
menced, which,  it  was  hoped,  would  be 
speedily  brought  to  a  favourable  termina- 
tion. In  this  situation  of  affairs,  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  conceived,  that  the.  pro- 
duction of  ihe  documents  already  referred 
to  could  be  of  no  public  advantage ;  and 
considerable  inconvenience  might  possibly 
arise  from  it.  This  explanation  was  all 
he  thought  it  necessary  now  to  give  upon 
the  subject. 

Earl  Grty  was  glad  to  understand  dfs« 
tinctly  from  the  noble  earl,  that  negocia- 
tions were  now  on  foot,  which  were  likely 
to  have  a  reyolt  that  would  pf amote  ttx^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^WHJ  ^r*??  ■WIT*  ^flP^flp^  '^"  "^l '  w  ^^ 

^cmnuy^    $tiB.wisM*  bp^JWer^  {^^ACilx- 

g^uK^^d  OD  sf)^ip^  fUti^r^  o^a^ion,;^  oi; 
Mf^tm^k^f  ipipis^r^  c,(WuJf^^d  thenp^f  io^tbe  \ 

i(iew,^  s^  cQ|iU4&<|ivei|Uy.  tbjU;  it  w>t|^  not, 
biie.  nec^uM-y  t^  I^jtv  tbeiQ  KveCoiei  pafii^ 
9|«0^  I  |I«.  aopod  MX  veceiv^  ?  didUjgict  a^ 
Mi^r^  uf>0A  tbiB  poiat,  b^f«irO|  b(^  addre^iiisid 
V^  Bout«  furtbcjc. 

Tb«  ISacI  of  ii««fp<y>i  Ui^Ofthft  tW  be 
b%4  aJpeady  gi.v^n,  a  s^^i^fint,  e^mim^QO, 
iKby  tbi&  docuai<$iit8  wt^ce.  ^t  Uid  upon  tbe 
^b^o.  Ho.  did  not  vi^isb  tbftt  any^  tbJAg. 
vbicb  fell  from  hioi  should  ajt  all  prejfidg^^ 
Ib^  i^astjon,  bow  for  il  migbt  or  migbt  not 
bo  proper  tq  prodiK;^  tbem  on^  i^  iUtur^  oc^ 
caaion  ;,  ib^t  opust  d/^oiend  upon  circom- 
^taocea.  ^.  was.  npt  difficuH  to  imagine, 
that  events  o^igbi  take  place  wbicb  woujd 
lender  ii  impi^per  and  unwise*  that  tbc^ 
mpers  regarding  tbe  negooiation  at  Cha- 
tiU<^.  sbuiMd  be  subiQitted  to  the  public. 
At  present,  however,  he  did  oe^  mean  to^ 
preiWlge  the  question* 

£•^1  Gr^  exj^essed  sonvs  forprise  at 
M)^  apgarept  u^c^rtaio^y  of  the  noble  lofd^ 
^  to  tbi^  iint^  of  coi^ujci  he  woMld  pi^i:si4e 
VciiJtk  regard  to  tUe  documents  wiiicb  be 
bM  b^self  pro|;]^)ksed  to  lay  be£6ro  pajclia- 
ei^eAt*  He  felt  every  disposition  to  place 
a%  m^uipb  Qoiif^npe  in  ministers  a^  the  pre*-, 
sent  cirou9»«tances  of  the  country  migh^ 
d#«fiapd;  but  he  could  not  coinprehend 
upe^i  >  what  principle,  oc  upon  what  ground^ 
tb^  P^pera  in  question  were  now  withheld. 
IV  poble  earl,  before  the  recess^  bad 
stat^c^  tbat  be  only  waited  until  the  arrival 
nf  tba  official  I>edaration  of  the  Allied 
Powers;  and  ^at  as  soon  as  it  arrive4 
VMAist^»  would  feel  it  their  dnty  to  afiprd 
e>very  ioformajiion  in  sgpport  of  the  facts 
Slated  ii^  that  Declaration,  to  convince  tbe 
world  of  what  be  (earl  Grey)  trusted  there 
^^s  nn  doubt,  the  moderation  of  bis  Ma« 
jeety's  gpverninent^  and  of  the  Allies,  in  the 
course,  of  tbe  important  discussions  at  Cba-i 
tilloo.  That  Declai^ation  had  now  been 
Iprinted  9  and  it  set  fortb  (not  p€rbai|)s  so 
distinctly  ^nd  explicitly  as  Qould  be 
Wi^bed)  tbe  grounds  upon  which  the  nego* 
ciatiopii  ba4  at  length  l>een  terminaltcd. 
Tbe  documents  that  were  to  have  been 
Ii9j^lie4  eoptained  merely  tbe  evidence  to 
f  mifWr^  Wd.  con^m  tbe  assertioos  in  tbat 
instrument,without  afifordirig  any  thing  n^^ 
4ia^  Q»igbt  beop^e  tbe  ^u^^^  qi  t^m.  ^i^* 
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lqr|iftbiftq,Qi:(l4'iV>Un)agp<^.  any  reasonablfs 

obj^ctioQthatQOuJ.d^e  ur&ed  to  (be  perf6rra* 

ance  of  the  promts^  ipwe  before  the  ad* 

j|)MrniWent.  ojf.  tl^jj   Ho.t^e;^  srq.ce  he  felt 

conf;inpe<i  ^b^^,  oq.ap  exaipipation  of  then). 

it  v^ould^  torn  out  tha^  the  ne^ociatioi^s  had 

b^een  b/oben  ofi^  by  tbe  ajQfibiUon  of  Buo« 

n^^e,  an4  tb/e  injt»^ce  of  bi»  dei^iands^ 

and  i>ot  by  apy  want,  of  moderation  on  th^ 

p^t^pf  tbe^AHi         "^  ^-^  -'  -"-^  -  - 

into  s^d,eb^eoi 

he  w%s  willing 

con%lejp<i;etb^t 

He  felt  tbe>  Mt 

t*v.^nts.wbiichbi 

tureQftbe.n^sgP 

convinced  tbat 

ties  in.  the  mod 

uppp  tbe  whole 

been  s^ttainedf  i 

general  bbertie 

pei^ce»  SfBCurity 

$ritajiv     It  wa 

excepti<^n;  for 

wbat  bad  recej 

the  presence  of 

accoropjisbed  I 

tio^s  of  thyp  7 ri 

spcb  as,  iji  wa^, 

migbt  augur  tl 

qoenc^s.   f^e  ^ 

&ve/,  th^t  exei 

supplied,  that  n 

th/e  happy  ^ts^te 

established.      1 

documents  wou 

portaut  coosequ 

pie  under  the  d 

reigns  (tl?n.ugbi 

of  tbem.  wp.uld  I 

fying  tbe  ns^tivi 

has   oe^n   don< 

among  wbop9>  1 

yet  remained  many  doubts,  and  some  i^eda 

6f  dtspnion*    Tb^  papers  wouJ4.  coovince 

tbe  world  that  the  government  i;^w,  es^* 

bii:sbe.d  in  France  was  founded  pn  truths 

and  in  justice ;  and  that  the  attaio.meqt  of 

peace  io  th<^  forqaer  instance  wqj^  ob8trQcte4 

by  immeasurable  and  uogrincipUd,  ambi* 

tipn.     The  a.^yantages  rea^uking  from  such 

a,  disclosure  would  be  manifolqf;   it  wouJ4 

it^splre  almost  unbonnded,  confi^dence  in 

those,  wbose  moderation^  not  whose  exor- 

bitan.cy>  bad  been  the.  cause  of  tbe  liberiir 

tion  of  Europe,  from  tbe. yoke  of  tyranny^ 

The  noble  earl  seemed  u^i^ecideq  as  tp 

tbe  qpnduct  he  should  pursue ;  ai\d  Mnd^r 

these  circum^Mtnces>  earl  Qrey  felt  it  bb 

<|uty  tp  gut  in  bis  Hi»W  H  ?fJilfe»  ^* 
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jlbcmnents  in  c}ti6stion  at  «  fiitare  day,  and 
fb  make  them  the  foandation  of  some  par- 
liamentary proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  would  only  trouble 
ttie  House  with  a  few  words  upon  what  had 
juit  fallen  from  the  noble  earl.  Towards 
the  conclusion,  h6  had  spoken  of  the  neces- 
sity of  disclosing  the  documents  in  ques- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  convincing  the  people 
iof  France  of  the  unreasonable  pretensions 
of  the  enemy :  his  lordship  (lord  Liverpool) 
believed  that  he  might  venture  to  assert, 
that  upon  this  point  the  mind  of  the  noble 
earl  might  be  perfectly  at  ease ;  since, 
whatever  differences  might  exist,  there  was 
iflot  the  slightest  doubt  ^as  to  the  real  and 
jhst  causes  of  the  late  happy  events.  The 
tioble  earl  bad  not  correctly  stated  what 
passed  on  this  subject  previous  to  the  re- 
cess: he  (lord  Liverpool)  had  then  iu- 
ifbrmed  the  House  that  certain  papers 
would  be  laid  upon  the  table  as  a  founda* 
fion  for  some  subsequent  parliamentary 
Proceeding,  the  institution  of  which  the 
Prince  Regent  might  recommend.  No 
taan  could  now  say  that  such  a  proceeding 
would  not  be  wholly  unnecessary ;  and 
the  general  rule,  when  papers  were  laid 
before  the  House,  nitist  be  abandoned  if 
Ihey  were  now  produced.  '  His  lordship 
admitted,  that  this  was  not  the  only  ground 
on  ivhich  the  production  of  documents 
'might  be  called  for^  and  it  would  be  per- 
ifectly  competent  to  the  noble  earl,  on  any 
futui^  day,  to  move  for  the  papers  in  ques- 
tion, or  for  any  others  he  might  deem 
necessary  in  the  view  he* should  take  of 
Hits  important  question.  In  the  opinion 
of  ministers,  however,  the  reason  for  sub- 
hiitting  these  papers  to  the  country  was 
now  removed ;  and  certainly  at  .present 
ti6  benefit  could  be  derived,  and  some  in- 
'convenience  might  result,  firom  the  dis- 
elbsure/ 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  the  only  ground 
on  which  be  could  accede  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  was,  the  declaration 
that  inconvenience  would  mrise  to  the 
Jpubllc  from  the  exposure.  Charged  as 
ministers  now  were  whb  the  conduct  of 
transactidns  of  such  unprecedented  mag- 
hitode,  if  they  chose  upon  ttieir  responsr- 
Ulity  to  declare  that  public  inconvenience 
would  resuU  from  the  production  of  these 
HocumeDU,he  (earl  Grey)  could  do  nothing 
Ihit  acquiesce.  When,  however,  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  inconvenience  should  no 
hnger  e^ist,  be  might  perhaps  move  for 
iSieprodoction  of  the  papers. 
Die  Ecrt  of  CMM^  though  bo  allowed 
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himself  to  be  comparativelylgnorant  upon 
questions  of  this  nature,  yet  could  easily 
foresee  that  many  disadvantages  might  bo 
the  consequence  of  producing  these  docu- 
ments. It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that 
England  was  only  one  out  of  five  great 
parties  at  present  engaged  ;  and  the  unne« 
cessary  publication  of  these  pnpers  might 
create  distrust*  and  even  difK»rences,  at « 
time  when  events  had  occurred,  which 
even  the  other  day  could  scarcely  have 
been  bope<l.  A  short  -time  since,  when 
thank!  (in  which  be  so  heartily  concurred) 
were  voted  to  lord  Wellmgton,  he  did  ex« 
pect  to  have  heard  from  the  opposition 
side  of  the  House  some  acknowledgment 
at  leBit,  that  in  the  share  they  had  borne 
in  recent  events,  his  Majesty's  ministers 
bad  deserved  well  of  their  country.  That 
opportunity  not  having  been  taken,  his 
lordship  felt  it  incumbent  upon  hitn  (and 
the  more  so,  because  for  so  many  years  he 
had  (elt  it  necessary  to  vote  in  resistance 
of  the  measures  of  government)  to  give 
them  that  applause  which  they  had  sowell 
merited,  in  securing  the  peace,  liberty,  and 
Welfare  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  all 
Europe.  This  tribute  of  admiration  might 
have  been  given  by  an  individual  who 
might  be  able  to  speak  belter,  but  who  could 
not  feel  more,  than  his  lordship.  Indepen* 
dently  of  the  great  talents  they  had  dis- 
played, their  judgment  and  policy  well 
called  for  the  admiration  of  the  House. 
The  moderation  they  had  ahewnwas  only 
second  to  that  of*  that  great  man  the 
emperor  of  Rassia:  his  dominions  had 
been  ravaged j^  his  subjects  ruined,  and  his 
ancient  capital  destroyed ;  yet,  when  his 
victorious  arms  had  carried  him  to  Paris, 
when  his  standard  floated  upon  the  walls, 
whafWas  the  rpvenge  he  had  taken  ?  it  was 
indeed  a  glorious  revenge,  that  might  well 
excito  the  envy  of  mankind — it  vr^s  the* 
revenge  of  returning  good  for  evil.  He 
had  not  even  entered  as  a  conqueror ;  he 
had  dictated  no  terms;  but  had  allowed 
the  people  of  France  freely  to  judge  for 
themselves,  to  form  the  basis  of  a  consti- 
tution, which,  if  the  superstructure  corres- 
ponded with  the  foundation,  was  likely  to 
become  one  of  the  fairest  fkbrics'that  th* 
world  could  boast.  This  constitution  would 
not  only  promote  the  happiness  of  France, 
but  of  all  the  contiguous  countries.  The 
emperor  Alexander  seemed  to  have  out- 
stripped record,  in  moderation,  x;lemency, 
and  generosity. 

Earl  Grty  trusted,  that  the  House  woold 
allow  liiai' to  OMike  a  few  remarks  npotf 
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wbst  IuhI  jiiti  faHen  from  hk  noble  friend. 
Inlhefini  place,  he  had.  urged  that  no 
advaaUfe  qould  .be  obtained,  and  he  bad 
imagined  a  possible  risk  in  the  production 
of  t^ese  docnmenif.  Although  he  (lord 
Orey)  was  not  di»pofied  now  to-difcuss 
the  quetiion,  be  might  state  generally, 
that  in  a  free  government  publicity  was 
always,  beneficial  ;  and  whenever  a  ques- 
tion arose,  in  which  the  moderation,  the 
justice,  or  the  honour  of  the  administration 
was  concerned,  an  exposure  of  the  mo* 
fives  on  which  certain  consequences  had 
be«o  attained,  must  always  be  of  advhn- 
tage,  not  only  to  the  particular  country 
bm  to  the  world  at  large*  As  to  the  pot> 
sible  risk  that  might  be  incurred,  he  would 
not  indulge  in  conjectures;  for  when  mi* 
niaters,  on  their  own  responsibility,  chose 
4o  declare  that  inconvenience  would  be 
the  result,  be  was  willing  to  take  It  on 
trust  for  the  present,  until  circumstances 
ahoold  enable  him»  by  the  disclosure  of 
the  papers,  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
asMrtion.  With  regard  to  the  peculiar 
danger  referred  to  by  his  noble  friend, 
occasioned  by  our  intimate  connection 
and  concert  with  other  governments,  he 
must  be  aware  that  the  risk  was  not 
gi^eater  now  than  at  the  period  when  the 
noble  earl  promised  the  production  of  the 
documents,  previous  to  the.  adjournment 
of  the  House.  All  that  was  required  was, 
that  they  should  now  be  laid  on  the  table; 
at  least  those  that  were  in  conformity 
with  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies,  in  which 
all  the  powers  concurred.  If  there  were 
any  private  communications,  minutes  of 
secret  interviews,  or  conversations,  it  was 
in  the  discretion  of  the  noble  lords  oppo* 
•te  to  withhold  them. 

"  With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  my 
noble  friend's  speech/'  (said  earl  Grey), 
**  I  know  not  .exactly  whether  it  was 
meant  to  cast  an  imputation  upon  those 
who  usually  occupy  this  side  of  the  House. 
It  seemed  to  imply  an  unwillingness  on 
onr  part— an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of 
me*  and  my  friends,  t^vive  his  Majesty's 
mintsters  a  just  tribute  of  approbation,  and 
ht  instanced  the*  recent  case  cf  the  vote 
•f  tbaokato  lord  Wellington;  on  which 
occasion  he  complains  tiMt  no  expression 
of  admiration  was  employed.  I  believe 
that  I  was  tho  only  individual  on  these 
benches  who  said  any  thing  upon  the 
salnect;  and.  if  I  waa  not  as  forward  and 
lealoua  as  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  him^ 
•elf  in:  applauding  Jbefachievemenu  and 
ttpmaii^^uF  gratilndo  ii^  the  aerricea 


df  lord  Wellington,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
failed  most  lamentably,  in  the  language  I 
selected,  to  give  utterance  to  the  -sincere 
and  ardent  feelings  of  my  heart*  Further 
than  this  I  think  the  occasion  did  not  re«s 
quire,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  there 
is  something  a  little  exuaordmary,  if  not 
inconsistent,  in  the  statement  of  my  noble 
friend,  who  is  unwilling  that  the  docu? 
ments  should  be  produced,  on  which  only 
we  can  found  an  opinion ;  and  yet  he 
calls  upon  us  to  follow  his  example  in 
pronouncing  a  eulogium  upon  the  gene« 
ral  conduct  of  the  servants  of  the  crowo. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe,  as  firmly  as  he 
does,  that  the  measures  of  government,  in 
recent  transactions,  have  been  most  me^ 
ritorious:  that  is  my  belief;  but  how  can 
I  express  it  as  a  decided  opinion,  or  ra- 
ther as  the  conviction  of  my  mind,  till  I 
have  before  me  the  proofs  by  which  mj 
opinion  is  to  be  formed,  and  my  convic* 
tion  to  be  ratified  ?  I  might,  perhaps,  say« 
that  I  even  believe  that  their  conduct  has 
be^n  most  admirable,  in  a  point  where  it 
seemed  probable  that  it  would  be  most 
erroneous ;  I  mean,,  the  moderation  of 
their  demands*  Ministers  have  exhibited 
a  moderation,  meritorious  because  it  of* 
fered  peace  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  ; 
meritorious  because  again,  even  as  late  aa 
the  18thMarch»  it  made  another  liberal^ 
sincere,  and  candid  proposal  to  that  nn^ 
fortunate  and  deluded  man,  for  the  r^tOf- 
ratiou  of  tranquillity.  I  l-ejoice  more 
than  all,  because  it  is  my  belief  that  tho 
same  moderation^  has  been  a  mater^ial  in- 
gredient and  accessory  in  producing  the 
very  sute  of  affairs  that  is  now  the  sub* 
ject,  not  merely^of  mv  applause,  but  of 
universal  exultation.  Had  it  not  been  for 
this  moderation,  we  should  not  now  hav^ 
to  r^oice  in  the  dethronement  of  Buona* 
parte,  in  the  ^destruction  of  his  poarer,  and 
in  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate  familr 
of  France.  Had'  minisurs  been  so  ill-ad- 
vised, as  to  listen  to  the  intemperate 
councils  that  would  have  had  the  causa 
of  the  Bourbons  proclaimed  in  the  cool* 
mencement,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
should  not  now  have  witnessed  the  con* 
cksion  of.  the  horrors  and  calamities  of 
war." 

His  lordship  proceeded  to  notice  tlva 
adoption  by  ministers  of  the  very  terms 
he  had  formerly  used  regarding  peace*; 
and  further  to  vindicate  himself  from  the'  ^ 
charge  of  backwardness  in  Applause,  which 
was  only  restrained  by  a  deficiency  of  in* 
formatiyo^i  fiecoocuircduiallthepraii^ 
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ibtttad  beeti  l^shedHi^  the'einpMl» 
^ tottiider, -fnr  «he  boble  «fid  glof iotfs  fB- 
V^nge'^be  had  lAt^n  bpOn  the  'FrcMb  ea- 
l^iml.  AiriM  ^he  ibdilu  tf f  victory,  tie  Imd 
jistened  to  th«  cries  <tf  liimi^itiey ;  «ih1, 
tboucfa  bis  own  coont^ybad  seTcArely  bkd 
4>y  tD6  titfliction  of  intadert,  wbeo  iiis 
turfo  h^d  arrived  (or  retaliAtiag  vpon  bis 
>$0^ioies;in^^ttd  of  dying  his  sword  inibe 
blood  of  bis>lbes«'be  bad  Itretobed  oat  bis 
t:tfotectiEir  ^rfai  to  shield  the  mifortumite 
Nrictims  of  hostilities.  Stfcb  >cODdilct  bad 
;i^sed  tbe'eoiperor  of  'Russia  to  >a  befgbt 
^Iglory  Which  none  had  biihenaMtalnod. 
^Cn  at  the%e«d  df  a  "tonqweffittg  '9imy, 
he  ^hftd  «irertod iio iifflueticec^Ftfr  the |>o^ 
puhr  opirttoh ;  lie  had  acknowledged  that 
principle  fbr  -which  his  lordiblp-'hAd  con- 
tended *at  the  xontmenc^tti^iit  cf  the 
t'^rench  tk^olmion,  vbs.  the 'indeflMStble 
JinU  indiipiitftbie  i4gbt  it>f  «fhe '[People  to 
)^iihite  th^  own  'concerns,  io  choose 
(ibeir  own^gbvemm^nt,  lindthe  ioiAiorality 
tend  injtisticedf  si^ering  Chat  rtgbtUo  be 
4n^l^fe^ed  'With  'by  ^fbneign  »powew.  'He 
9Cotikl  not,  howe¥er,'hclp  Wishing  that  the 
^te'cvcuii  *h«d  'occurred twithont  the  sas- 
)[>iCiiiHi  (bat'attsf^hcd  tio  the  inverpoiitioo 
xif  a  ibrcign^force*  <No  niiii  seontd  feel 
tmftt  fitfdnghr  Iban  hi^seif,  bow  tnoch 
fWabr^kie  to  the 'emperor  AlsMnder; 'and 
^coiild  not  lielp  hidulgingHi  wM  and  a 
'h^pe  that' be  would  tj^anspiant^mevc^on 
)6f  the^ree  «of  Hberty  'be  had  tailed  in 
Vrattce/into  his  owndotnloions;  'panku- 
Uarly  amdng'tke  steering 'iAbdbitin«s<df 
*Pobnd.  MSilch  'a^bope  wotrld  «fypear,  in* 
!d)Bed,'dhitiMHcti  ilid/Fdiaanticy  had  it  not 
«b«Cta'Cncoafag«d  bytbo  *pNmflse  "which* 
^bis^receflt  cotSnCt'liad  warranted.  Then 
HtotiM  Aitfi^Andcr  lewre  the  naave  af 
Witobiii*g(bn  'oniy  "^scc^nd  6n  the  >sb«n 
Mt  *gldHotfs  'acts  *df  those  real  heroos, 
%^ho,  ^siptHor  to  all  parsoaal  interests,  or 
lvba<*aVe  fi^)y^4l«enved  so,  had  devoted 
tlheensetvcs'to  the^general  liberty*  and  in* 
^dependence  Cf  ibair  coantrj,  and  by  that 
(teanipie  bad  btat  serf  ad    ibe  cause   of 

Siace'and  frCedoai  ItoroifgboQt  Ihe^orld. 
is  lordship  canCkaled  ^by*  expressing  Ma 
*sincera  ^4imi  tftnft  ministars  deaerved  ill 
Hbeapplatise  ibay^hatl  i«eoeifed,  bat  Ha^ 
^loiring  the  necessary  evidence  to  ptava 
Vtbac  it  Wffs  Meifitad. 

7he  JttarlW  (krUHe  danied  flhai  iba  in- 
Headed  to*  throw  ai^yianptttation  apon  bis 
^&4t>la*iHetids^:  te  only  aaeidt^  aaiprais 
4lMta0iMnn<«nt  Hiat  ballad  ndflteeii^midi- 
^ted«  <Wiibfegaitt>tothaTaptoreaf«ba 
«i^|g4ci»tiaiiB;%e>WM  wta  te  did  4«M«- 


firats  the  gauieial  fSantHnMH,' latoa  lia 
atatad  bis  aiocttHB  joy  lit  the  rqptane  afaba 
toagociatioas.at*€liattHoa.  Ha  anasfstsM^ 
opinkNi,  that  ibe  papers  in^questioB  ought 
not  io  be  -prodocCd  ;  «nd  was  bappy  ^ 
find  the  noWe  loitl  near 'bias,:  (<3ray)  caili*- 
cidiog  with  >bim  in  the  aantiaieiila  wbidi 
he  had  feebly  expressed  ontha  adiairabia 
condoct'of  tbe^mparor:  Aleaaodar. 

fiOUSE  OF  CO%]ilblV& 

OiKTHOLtci^ffriTiaKS.)  iGeoamliilfaMiW 
tose  lopTcsent  two  petitions  ta> the  Hoosai; 
ana  fram  the  Roman  CaUraltca  of  tba 
county  of  Tipperary,  and  aoethar  from 
those  of  ^he  popabas  and  'opokeait  to|vn  af 
Clonmel^  both  of  which  «<)aaliy  ioiisiai 
•on  the  right  of  the'pe^onars  4o  a  ^cobi*- 
•piete  emancipation  iron  aherr  ciail  *dsaa* 
bilittes.  iHe>shoold  ,niabe 'tbe^naaalima«' 
Hion,  tint  the  <Petitionsrt>e<nMaivedtMMl 
laid  an  tha  *t»ble.  When  be  bad  paa- 
aanted  Petitions  taimilar  to  the  ipreaaat» 
Which  ha  had  'done  §ot  fche  -lastfaigllt 
years,  kt  had«)waysiproieesed  biaiaadi*- 
'neas,  if'by  anyikccideatfthe  patriotieaad 
alaqacflt  niaraber  for  Bablin  was  pa»- 
^vented  from*  bringing  before  the  dEIonse«tfaa 
^question  iff  emanoipdtion  an  the  ^general 
•Petitions,  to  move  tt  bianelf  on  the  Peti« 
tions  which  ha  then  'presemeH.  Tha 
rwhole  face  of  afKiirs  thrau^hoat  the  worM 
bad*so  moch  <cbenged'  ainca  'the  iastsae^ 
aion,  'tbat  be  no  longer  thoogbt  ii^pfayar 
to  ^dnpt  'that  line  of 'conduct 4  and  tlia 
tboaftht  that  it  would  be  imprapar  that 
tbe  Uatbolic  4ihiestian  shaald  be  discassad 
/doring  the  prceent  fsessiao.  .  Tliough  bis 
opinion  was  chansed  as  to  the 'conduct*  to 
ba  pursued  by  the  course  of  ^evtfnts,  it 
remained  the  same  as  to  tba  question 
itself,  and  heTeoutned  a  warm/frtand  to 
lul I  and  free  amanctpatian.  'By  tbe ivenf 
extraerdin^ry  changes  which  had  tahan 
•place  during  the  >Jast  year,  ibis  «boltneas 
tbe  Pope  biKi  'fortunately  baatt  'lalieaal 
from  thraldrom,  to  'tbe  delight  df  mv%9f 
civilised  man;  and  (nbt  loaly  erasiba  rfl»- 
atared  4o  liberty,  but  »torWs  aaeiaat  tspaa* 
fsasaiaoii,  »to  bis  M>nMr/iplaildom%  anH  Ma 
imperial  xbair  ^at  Aamf ,  (anmitmdad  thgr 
ills  'ratamead  oartliaain  fc  riaugb^MarMi 
wliaiU'iba  langbt  oantak  00  ttbe  -^thpa  (la 
be  adapeed'wilb  respect  to  rtba  Oatfialteb 
iafilMaari.  %as ibad  'theitfana  ooeavtai 
Sk  isftaagthaal^g  and  Onintalidatiiig  film 
Manina;  laBd  lif  bia>lliafeBlyfe.faMnieuni 
*mi  Urn  iohjrtdai JA  ai|ew,.otbnrialN|M 
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«B  4gdi.  •!<)  <lMd  b^^  kifbnaed*  4«ri 
4mI  teifftiy  treMon  to  ^Mltefie  ihis  Itlfciw 
tioii  cor  fool,  4baite<lioliiMi  MM  fn^r^iy 
iliipiiseii  «>  iiflke  «iigr  »N4>«»  ftiol  Miiiptflir 

(te  itrtiig^eiiHi^  ^^tfae  Aiutb  «aaipire»  ^b^r 
brkigiQg  <bt  idiffeMiices  'betfiMn  Ihei9»* 
fVMDlnaot  atid  ibeiCktboMcsiof  ibbteMan* 
Iry  40  ton  ASHciMe  t0iiiiiMilioii«;  tumkig 
hikmld  'vrilh  «daimtion  ik»  mtiH  mhidk 

^iniggk  dn  iwkioh  tfadi  "Aep—d«t»  tnoi 
^alf  the  lihwty  of  Eupy ^but^tfae  Miiol. 
«iioe  of  the  f^fsA  >obnr.  TliaHIMKoHot 
ohoQlcl»ilherc«Mo,  lafaB  thc*goklon^por- 
4uiii(|roflbrod»  ond  fof  boortmgohi  ^lo  >ogttaie 
^eiquoMioiiioT'omMi^ifiotioii,  mirtil  mm* 
«olf«t,  or  'ihe  'gorvwrnnont,  iMid  onlerodi 
into  tolite  >oodiaioMcottoo  with  tbe  ^o^e. 
iNolf  oo^'lMd  Pfof idtnceigHMIi  tbe'bapfigr 
^piponiiMiy,  bi]ttibodpffo?idodiUi0  4Don 
4»y  -whom  the  en— nnnioalioa  .nkht  bt 
jmdo;  beimoentiho  imarqaityof  Walling* 
stoo.  dif  'Ibat  igrtat  itnoo  ^mtte  ^ppoiillod 
iord  HentOBODt  of  dpol«nd»  ^bo  m^s  eos- 
jftooed  ibot'tffevy  Iritbttioii^Oitld^'do* 
digbiod  lo  nMo«i?o  ■och^'rolor^  JOiid:lhe 
9I0C0,  boinff  ibo  itoeond  >io  4be  'nmpm, 
HvM  duo  Id  min  done.  ^Froan  *tbe  ihuqmiI 
fliagmoiinity  of  ibis  diq^KMition,  no  ^oeco- 
1|»a(ioQ  eoaU  ^  mone  deltghtfil .  lo  bim 
4ban  io  coooiliilte  'bis  comilrynon,  «mnd 
4hoftto  vender  <tbe  empire  hoi*  only  mvin- 
<^lble, '  but  kmoilnerable.  The  (gdllent  go- 
liepel  Ibtfi  |>irooeededJto  remark,  <bofr 
Hetling  itieai  toitbe  'Iritb  CalboHcs*  tbet 
^ey  were  ibe  ronly  men  'eKckided  iron 
•ibe  contliiQiion  to  'wbiob  tboy  «rere  10 
nain  a  prqp.  Jt  ^m  lelratigey  be  toid, 
that  IbU  cotontry,  ionae  tdeeoMi  tbe  «ie* 
liberal,  'mm  now  tbe  only  one  whtwe 
ciivtl  ^itabtliiite,  *on  ^aecoant  df  ireltgioa, 
tnined.  Vhe  Mce  bigeftted  PreMtlaffiti 
state  of  Holland,  by  im  artiole*(  »^)iin  tits 
recent  coA«tkotidn,'bad  detcrarineH  uihat 
ail  existing  religions  should  be  eqoally 
^Mclod,  4ttid  ^bemieaibeCffof'alldMd  an 
«e^«al  rit^ht  tto  tbold  uoffieos  and  cbaages. 
in  tanoiher  leoonitntion,  '«be  «iott  Mpetb 
«ionjBaBeiit  tdf  bttman  ^ieiifl|ltt  'tbat  Ihad 
inter  boee  «efetfied,*wbtcfa  iian  heemdeawn 
mp  fby>tbe«greatest^tale<ttaB<peibefa*who 
4iad}eirar«Kiaied«  tbofpriiiee  oipiBenoeemo, 
^aoA  mkkidb  (bad  ^been-eractwned  <bjr  tibe 
lie  sof  France,  who  ^eronM  tba»e  ffbll 


•mm  gnasartaa4t  ^and^niat  4bc  iiinisNas  if 
<«U  wore  ao4i»  •treated  alike,  ia 
(•rtkks  ik  waa  aaid,  tbat  all 
fWWie  adaiiatible  to  <dUffioesralike, 
M  4be«e  esaaofilet  of  M«aalit|i»  icantf 
faqfr  be  ^sond  Aitthis  eo«Btf<f  «•  higoitai 
m  to  idfaie  emmttpatioft  to  fifteMHaoai 


IMweatoeanae  it  to^be-obeyed-Mbetkad^mat 
kaHbaiMirtsole  wbicfaigaecttiiai  tbtjfiatait 
tiagvbiek'k 


emmttp^tioa 
rOfj^Md  and  ky^  sH^^oois^  rtt^  lOioU mMt 
4obeeeit;  atpocktlly  after  4be  ^emy  fb^* 
'  jiooMMe  coadnet  of  'bis  M^etUffkmmk^ 
Iters  Ml  tke^disenanoa  of  4aat  aMsinjy  mmi 
ta«peoiall|^  ^  itbe  inobia  dead  daal  tbaaia 
nhe  Hoaae  (lord  CasUaieagb).  hdedj 
iiesCgea^JA,)  bad«kaiigai /faiseipiaiaa«r 
.the  miaioters  ^altMeibar,  aritk  erkmm,  im 
fimner  tinfes,  .be  Ikad  'difieaad  ba  awwjr 
-qnettida^faKoept  tbe  -eolea  af akanks  4o  tori 
WeUiogtan.  ile  .tad  abaq^  4M  lie  imd 
tkaqgfa^  ibr  4ke  |^  ^  ibis  caiaftf^ 
<'  left  no  titone  imiuraad  to  »aauia  mt 
idowoAiU  tend  •aoasitfrate  Aoir  aeaitkaaw/' 
Jn  these  endoaeoarik  wasia  truism  iaaafr 
•tkat  ihe  was  Mit  eaccassluL  Af  ahia  aU 
•occess  he  was  very  glad.  .These  ems  an 
fman  ibat  iwoiild  laokaawledgc  4kat  ifbey 
had  saved  ciyilized  Europe  from  bondayu 
eaaaUed  their  icooiiiry  tto  «n  eaiinanee,  on 
•whieh  It  was  Ibe  •admiration  of  aarv> 
ponddinginations  ;.iand  broagbt  tbe  woaM 
'ffomia  stale  of  oBtrerml  war  toia'Staie^ 
^anhpor^al  peace,  by  potting  aa  end  to  the 
eail  aotisoqoenaaitof  tha  maid  aadf^wtraoiw 
4iaavy  ambition  af  Boooaparie.  AAsr 
eaeh  happy  lalieois  fMMB  their  asenioasb 
the  (gen.  Jdatbew.)  called  on  them  aoia^ 
.lieaBbis  brave  aiid  inaultad  cooairyaMa.; 
they 'bad  well  'laid  itke  labaiiaeiits;  4fce|r 
sbooldfpaoaeed-witb  tbeir^baHowed  .waik« 
mad  ctofwi4heglfirions'arch,'oriihefrwork 
wasiofiDa'aaaU.  tlt'was.a.maxin  in  siata 
-poKcy,  (that  nothing  wasidone  whilst  any 
'thing  reawiiied  'to  be  'done;  and  if  4ba 
'ministers  negleeted  tbe  ipresaat  'opporta* 
mily,  itwaitld  be  levident^^firom  their  fiast 
vooadoct,  that  it*arose  mdt^ramfaDy  tnca^ 
fMcity,  bat  ffom  sallen  tend  wilftil  tobslt^ 
*nacy.  tBut^rfftkeyaadaavomadtiorGOiiQi*- 
tKatathe Caikolic  .body, -tbeve  iwonid  be 
too  •passibility  that  .any  ipertoa  (cotrfd  «ok 
«n'Oppositionrtoftbem.;  iond  af  at  axtme  rta 
^kis  loaB^dte-ibaald  be  f|lad  (net  dnly<tbift 
^tfaey«boBkl>semainiat)piesaBtaaYtbe  hekn* 
tkut^that'tbayahoald  be  mhuaiem  fcmieea, 
¥et,  amil  Itbe  loagi wished  gmiiipatien, 
'beakooM  aoolintie  to-aratch  therraoadaot 
^tboagh  net  aritbift  paqodsasa,  *yat  ^ 


4Jeabia»«ae. 

Wbatibe  bad^slatedw  «an*e  dfopa»  tlia 
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frDflUfood  tothority,  AS  would  be  foond 
if  way  commmiication  were  opened  with 
kh  hoHneta.  What  he  bad  said^  he  also 
wish^'  to  be  andentood  aa  flowing  from 
Imntelfy  without  any  eonioltation  with 
any  of  the  Catholic  body ;  as  the  libera- 
tion of  the  Pope  and  other  events  had 
happened  since  he  had  left  Dublin*  At 
to  the  Catholic  board,  of  which  so  much 
had  -been  spoken  and  written*  he  was 
conflnced,  from  bating  frequently  at** 
tended  their  meetings,  that  there  did  not 
exist  a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  set 
of  men  in  any  country ;  and  he  said,  if 
4he  House  should  not  think  proper  to  agi- 
tate the  question  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, or  if  the  member  for  Dublin  (Mr. 
iyrattan),  and  other  members  on  that  side 
ef  the  House,  should  feel  the  impropriety 
«f  bringing  it  forward  at  the  present  time» 
that  the  Catholic  body  would  readily 
aubmit  to  the  delay.  The  gallant  ffeneral 
concluded,  after  declaring  his  independ* 
ence  of  any  party,  by  moving  that  the 
Petitions  be  read. 

The  Petitions  were  then  read ;  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  the  petitioners,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic people  of  Ireland,  again  approach 
the  legislature  with  a  statement  of  the 
gricTances  under  which  they  labour,  and 
«rt  which  they  most  respectfully,  but  at 
the  same  time  most  firmly,  solicit  the 
effectual  redress ;  their  wrongs  are  so  no^ 
torious  and  so  numerous  that  their  minute 
detail  is  quite  unnecessary,  and  would 
indeed  be  impossible,  were  it  deemed  ex- 
pedient ;  ages  of  persecution  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  patience  on  the  other,  sufl^- 
ciently  attest  their  sufferings  and  their 
submission  ;  privations  have  been  answer- 
ed only  by  petition,  indignities  by  remon- 
strance, injuries  by  forgiveness ;  -  it  has 
been  a  misfortune  to  have  sufiered  for  the 
eake  of  their  religion,  but  it  has  also,  been 
e  pride  to  have  borne  the  best  testimony 
to  the  purity  of  their  doctrine  by  the 
meekness  of  their  endurance;  ana  that 
the  petitioners  have  sustained  the  power 
which  spumed  them,  they  have  nerved 
the  arm  which  smote  them,  they  have 
lavished  their  strensth,  their  talent,  and 
their  treasures,  and  buoyed  up  on  the 
prodigal  effoeton  of  their  young  blood  the 
triunkpfaant  ark  of  British  libeHy;  the 
petitionera  arpproach  then  with  confi- 
ilence  an^enlightened  legislature :  in  the 
name  of  nature  they  ask  their  rights  as 
iiien;  ib  the  name  of  the.  constitotion# 
Ikejr  ailLtheic  prifileges^siibjectaj^  io 
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the  name  ef  God,  they  ask  the  sacred 
protection  of  unpersecoted  piety  as  Chris* 
tians:  are  securities  required  of  them? 
they  offer  them^  the  best  securities  a  throne 
can  have,  the  affections  of  a  people  ;  they 
ofier  faith  that  was  never  Tiolated,  hearts 
that  weru  never  corrupted,  vatoor  that 
never  crouched ;  every  hour  of  peril  has 
proved  their  allegiance,  and  every  field 
of  Europe  exhibits  its  example ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  abjure  all  temporal  autho«^ 
rity,  except  that  of  our  sovereign ;  they 
acknowledge  no  civil  pre-eminence,  save 
that  ef  our  constitution;  and  for  their 
lavish  and  voluntary  expenditure,  they 
only  ask  a  reciprocity  of  benefits ;  separat- 
ing, as  they  do,  their  civil  rights  front 
their  spiritual  duties,  they  humbly  desire 
that  they  may  not  be  confounded ;  they 
render  unto  Cesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar's,  but  they  must  also  render  unto 
God  the  things  that  are  God's;  their 
church  could  not  descend  to  claim  a  state 
authority,  nor  do  they  ask  for  it  a  sute 
aggrandizement;  its  hopes^  its  powers, 
and  its  pretensions,  are  of  another  world  ; 
and  when  the  petitioners  raise  their  handa 
most  humbly  *to  the  state,  their  prayer  it, 
not  that  the  fetters  may  be  transferred  te 
the  hands  which  are  raised  for  them  to 
heaven,  they  wouki  not  erect  a  splendid 
shrine  even  to  liberty  on  the  ruins  of  the 
temple:  in  behalf  then  of  five  millions  of 
a  brave  and  loysl  people,  the  petitioners 
call  upon  the  legislature  to  annihilate  the 
odious  bondage  which  bows  down  the 
mental,  physical,  and  moral  ener^ie^  of 
Ireland,  and  (in  the  name  of  that  Gospel 
which  breathes  charity  towards  all)  they 
seek  freedom  of  conscience  for  ail  the 
inhabitants  of  the  British  empire ;  may  it 
therefore  please  the  House  to  abolish  all 
penal  and  disabling  laws,,  which  in  any 
manner  infringereligious  liberty,  or  restrict 
the  free  enjoyment  of  the  sacred  rights  o£ 
conscience,  withia  these  realms." 
Ordered  to  lie  upoa  the  table» 

.  PatNCBss  CnAaiOTTB  op  Wales.]  Mr. 
Hahey  said,  that  as  reports  had  been 
spread  respectinff  the  intended  marriage 
of  her  royal  hightiess  the  Princess  Chac* 
lotte  of  Wales,  he  wished  to  know  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether 
he'  had  any  communication  to  make  ta 
the  House  on  this  most  important  subject^ 
The  Cktmctllar^the  Exchequer  said,  that 
it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  say  any 
thing:  on  this  delicate  subject,  as  he  had 
no  cownwmde  ta  nake  any  communication 
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respecting  iU  The  coimnptiieatioo  woti1d« 
of  coarse,  be  made  without^ielayA  as  sooo 
as  Boch  a  step  became  proper. 
*  Mr.  WlMbread  obsenred,  that  it  was  ^x* 
traordinary,  that  the  important  step  which 
bad  been  determined  on,  shoohl  first  have 
been  communicated  by  a  foreign  prince 
to  his  subjects,  before  it  bad  been  noticed 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  In  this,  as  on 
othf r  occasions,  they  had  been  treated 
with  great  disrespect.  Taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  sovereign  prince  of  the 
Netherlands  had  not  told  an  untruth,  he 
hoped  rthat  when  thef  communication  was 
mad^  (which  of  course  must  be  made,  with 
ar  view  to  the  necfssary  pecuniary  arrangie- 
menjts),  4t  would  be  accompanied  with,  a 
recommendation  to  adopt  such  legislative 
provisions  as  might  secure  her  Royal  High* 
pess  from  being  taken  6ut  of  the  kinj^dom 
and  detained  from  it,  in  a  manner  which 
might  be  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom,  and  which  might 
^cor  without  such  enactment. 

Tna^PBiHcc  Rbgbnt's  Debts.]  Mr. 
JBaiii€/said,  he  had  understood  that  IS/KK)/. 
;had  been  paid  out  of  the  Droits  of  Admi* 
rally  to  general  Hulse,  an  officer  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  household;  which  was. 
one  of  three  sums,  amounting  in  all  to 
39,000/.  that  had  been  paid  out  of  the 
same  fund  towards  the  liquidation  of  the 
Regent's  debts.  He  wished  for  some  ex- 
,planation  of  this  transaction  from  the- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
'  The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  naid, 
be  felt  no  dilBculty  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  gentleman,  though  on  a 
subject  soniewhat  delicate  ;  but  which  had 
been  brought  before  the  House  at  a  former 
time,  on  the  occasion  of  the  passing  of  a 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Prince  Regent's 
household.  In  that  Bill,  whrrh  had  plassed 
into,  a  law,  jt  was  provided  that  a  certain 
annual  sum  should  be  set  aside  for  the  re* 
rooval  ^of  certain  incumbrances  under 
which  his  Royal  Highness  laboured. 
There  were,  however,  some  of  these  of  so 
urgent  a  nature,  that  it  had  been  deemed 
advisable  to  pay  the  sum  of  39,000^  out 
of  the  droits  of  the  AdmiraUy  for  their 
removal,  and  thisaum  was  to  be  repaid  by 
instalments  to  that  fund.  He  did  not 
know  the  exact  amount  of  the  debts  out* 
itanding;  but  he  understood  they  would 
be  liquidated  in  somewhat  between  3  and 
4  years. 

'Mr.  Tiemty  felt  considerable  pleasure, 
lan  the  whole,  from  the  communication  of 


^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  vho»  if 
he  rightly  understood  him,  said  that  tha 
Prince's  debts  would  be  liquidated  in  be* 
tween  three  and  four  years.  They  there- 
fore could  not  amoant  now  to  more  thaa 
130,000^  As  to  the  repayment  of  the 
39,000/.  to  the  droits  of  Admiralty,  by  in- 
stalments, he  did  not  see  what  security 
there  could  be  for  this ;  as  the  funds  Out 
of  which  the  repayment  was  to  be  made 
was  to  determine  on  the  damise  of  hit 
Majesty. 

The  Olaace//br<2f/Ae£rcAe9itfrrepeated»^ 
that  be  knew  not  the  exact  amount  of  the 
outstanding  debts ;  but  that  by  the  moniea 
applied  by  the  Act,  and  some  arising  firooa 
the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  be  onderstocM  they 
would  be  paid  in  three  or  four  years*  Tli^ 
fond,  he  allowed,  was  determinable  on  a 
contingency  not  pleasant  to  contemplata. 

NoawAY.]  Mr.  WhUhrtad  wished  to 
ask  another  question;  to  which  hehoped^ 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  able  to  give  » 
satisfactory  answer.  It  was  perfectly  well 
known,  that  the  Norwegians,  who  ha4 
been  conveyed  by  a  treaty  to  the  crown 
of  Sweden,  were  indisposed  to  the  Swedish 
government— nay,  determined  not  to  sab* 
mtt  to  it«  It  had  been  said,  that  theBsitisli 
government  had  given  such  orders  as 
would  put  a  stop  to  the  importation  of 
those  provisions  into  Norway,  without 
which  the  Norwegians  could  not  subsist; 
hoping  thu^  to  effect  by  -starvation  what 
could  not  be  done  by  force.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  this  report  was  true  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  subject  of  Norway  was  at  pre- 
sent one  of  great  delicacy ;  but  that  his 
Majesty's  government  was  disposed  to 
assist  their  allies,  according  to  theip>  trea- 
ties* 

Mr.  Whithread,  So,  the  starvation 
system  has  been  adopted.  (No  reply  fol« 
lowed.)        ,  ^  , 

Petition  of  Mr.  Wkight  aoainst 
THB  Clergy  Residence  Bill.]  A  Petition 
of  William  Wright,  of  Bridge  Court* 
Westminster,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex^ 
gentleman,  was  presented  and  readf  set-' 
ting  forth, 

"  That,  under  the  sanction  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  made  and  passed  in  the  43rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty^ 
mtltuled,  '<  An  Act  to  amend  ihe  laws  re- 
lating to  spiritual  persons  holding  of  fairms; 
and  for  enforcing  thejesidence  &  spiritual 

i 


Drgitized  by 


Google 


|0|   H0U8B  eF  COMMANS, 

fetmm  oo  thiir  beneicat,  MftBflfteB<H^' 
ibe  pelitiMMr  OMBOMsotd  diren  aHiOBii 
a«MMt  cl6r  jf^FfMO'  fSbr'  ti»  ie€ov««y»  ol  pari 
olllie  peMikies*  to'lb»  paymeafe  of  wbioki 
lIlejF  bad  by  iMr  oim  neglaci  beoonM 
Ihnble'i  and  tb*  pttittoaer  vms  icbAaoed  ta 
beMeiv«  U^at  birastlf,  or  any  otbcr  pectoa 
wiM  BMgbt  soe  foff  lbs  taaie,  ivoiiU  fisd 
that  anaottffageoieQl  and  p»otactu>a»  ta 
wbic4,  by  the  lawsof  thiaeouiilry,  be'waf> 
M  taboligpa  hiauelf  entitled  ;  and  tbai 
the  petiiioner  never  had  any  desire,  or 
avenongb^  V^  Uaprieen  ibe^  persons  of  the 
ciargy,  at  balb  beta  Hnpated  to  lim,  he 
baing>  well  aware  tbal  be  war  pnobibited 
§^Qm  so  diNDg  by  the  17tb  section  o^  tba 
s«td  Ael,  it  befRg  thjtretn  provided  thai  isa 
esecution  sbaii  be  levied  agi|ins|  the  bedy 
•f  any  spiriloal  person  fgr  any  peaalty,  if 
Ibe  aaaM  can  be  recovered  witbia  tbree> 
years  by  se^oestration  of  the  benefice; 
attd'ibM  ihe^  repreeeatatians  mado  by  the' 
clerf^  derofaiery  to  the  obaractep  of  tbe 
piathvaaav  as  a  CbristisA  and  a  geatWman, 
of  bi$  having  entsapped  %heai»  Qoariabed 
or  engendered  tkeir  offencet^  or  kepftback' 
tknk  lioencea  or  iiolificalien%  h^  ansi 
aaieoialy  dedarea  are  ootme  ;  mfmt  ftrem 
vbicb,  tbe  petifeioiier  did  at  great  leoobla 
prepare  a  faitb^  abstract  of  all  tbe  sia<^ 
ttttee  ill  force  reapediog  vesidenoev  aad 
added  thereto  forma  of  a^ilficaiion,  and 
petitions  for  Kcencea  of  Boa-rasidsace, 
vbicb»  at  his  own  personal  ezpeace,  be 
quasei  to  be  printed  and  tlistributed  gratis^ 
ae4  only  te  tbe  clergy  of  tbe  diocosea 
wherein  he  acted  as  secretary,  bat  also  to 
the  clergy  of  ether  dioceses ;  and  that  ha 
did  also  at  bis  own  persona)  expence»  from 
the  fneoth  of  April  1806  to  the  noatb  of 
April  ISIS,  caose  adTerttsamcnu  to  ba 
inserted  in  the  provincial  newspapers,  and 
circular  letters  to  be  written  to  tba  clergy, 
for  the  purpose  of  acqaainting  them  with 
the  aecessiiy  there  was  for  then  to  renew 
their  liqeacesA  if  the  caose  which  cteatad 
their  existence  still  continued,  and  (Q  va^ 
quest  others  of  the  clergy  to  delirer  the 
aaiiftoations  required  by  tbe  said  Act; 
iad  that  so  coasciooi  ia  tba  patitioner  of 
the  rectitude  of  his  conduct,  that  haiaritea 
the  whale  body  of  the  clergy  acainst 
wbans  ha  baa  aooutoencac)  acftiana  ta  Mdut^ 
a  single  case  in  evidence  at  the  bar^  tha 
Hooia  of  his  arer  having  amrapped  any 
•f  theni,  Doarished  or  engandi^ed  thtlt 
affMces,  or  hapiiiack  cithar  tbair  lioenees 
arDoli6catbns;  and  that  the  patittoaee 
baa  oooMneaced  actianaforfMamhieiafaifiat 
cNvfypa*  ia  tamiy  diiaiant  diecaas% 


udr  tbeiafoca  btaeasiarqbps  ^mml^com»i 
fined  ta  tb^  fottr>  djacesesiija  wlwcU  he  bad^ 
been  employed  aa  s^aieiar^i  bat  h^rinfoih. 
ntatioa  baa  baan  deaijia4  tMoaly  from  an 
eairaet    pnUftsbsd  by  aotboriiiy  of  the* 
rigfat.haaaiirabto  tUv.  House  of  Loi (i«,  ^ahicJb; 
vwas  intradaced  to  his  atteaii<9a  l^  a  di^. 
nstary  of  thecbarcb>  who  conpiained  that 
sucba  publication  shoiUd  bQ  permuted  by^ 
governmenty  as  it  held  op  a  lai;ge  propor^^ 
tion  of  the  clergy  to  pro^acutioa*  but  alsa 
from  many  long^  tedious,  and  expensiva* 
journeye,  which  tba  petitioner  haa  mada» 
in  order  to  elucidate  the  subject ;    and 
that,  since  the  petitiaoer,  has  commencedf 
actions  for  peoaltiea  under  tbe  befere«r 
mentioned  Act,  not  only  clubs,  a^assa- 
ciations  of  the  clergy  have  been  puldidy 
convened,  for  tbe  purpose  of  defeating  tba< 
petitioner  io  bia  legajl  claims^  wbisb  com* 
hinatioa  the  petitioner  humbly  submita  ie. 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the  land^. 
hat  ako  sereral  of  the  clei^y  hare  caused 
friendly  actiona  to  hecoromeaced  against* 
themseWes,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  defeat 
the  petitioner*!  v^tod  r^ta;  and  tb^  pe- 
tiiianer  iainfonnad  tbat^saaie  of  tA^mbamt 
consohed  oonnsal  whether  tbay.  conld  noi 
a«eid  tbo  penahtes  ta  which  tbey  atere. 
liable,  by  a  resigoaiian  of  their  heneficea 
flad  reUktng  tbam  ;  aodtbat  the  patitioaeri 
feeb  perfocUtjT  satisfied:  that-  the  Moasa; 
will  oat  lend  its,  aid  to  deprive  bim  of  a 
right  so  sacred  aa  that  i^bich  is  vested  u)k 
him  by  a  recent  Act  of  the  legbUature» 
framed    by    tbe  united   wisdom  of  both; 
Haaeeaof  Pacltameal,  vid  that  Oft  measures 
will  ha  adopted  by  the  House  to  abridge! 
him  of  the  peoaiMas  uodet  the  said  A^t^, 
upon  tba  «r  f0r(e  reports  wbi^b  have  beea. 
oommooioated  to  the  Heuise;  and  that  tbe 
petitioner  has   not  only«  by   the  means 
aforasaid»  been  pui  te  a  fecy.  coasiderabio 
expeoee  ta  putting  tbe  clevgy  in  poshes.- 
sftoa  of  tbe  law  of.  the  land  on  the  sul^ecl,. 
and  to  ohtatntog  tba  necesftary  evidence 
and  information  in  suppart  of  bis  said 
actions^  but  has  by  their  a^glect#  in  not 
raoawing  thetr  lkaaces»sositMed  anaaamil 
lose  of  at  least  3Q0i  durin[^  nias  yean  in., 
which  ha  was  aeoretary  to  four   lovda 
bishopa;   the  patittoneT'  therefona  plac^ 
bimaalf  oader  the  protection  of  tbe  Housa^ 
and  prays -that  tba  Bill  to  disoointaoe  pro- 
ceedingain  certain  actiona<  fdre%diy  com^^ 
manosd|^aBd  to  prevent  ireiBatious  sutta 
against  apiritaal  parsons  a«>der  an  Act* 
passed   in  the  43rd  year  of  his  pretan^ 
Mi»««ty>,  mMy  not  in  »I8  pres««tabtpe.pMt 
into  « Mb.  nnd  tbAi>h»  «ftjr  bi  iMrAi  lqi> 
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biiDself  or  counsel,  agaiost  the  .said  Bill, 
mfid  be  allowed  to  produce  such  eyideoce 
80  he  may  be  advised,  or  that  the  House 
will  be -pleased  to  grant  biiasncb  reljefas^ 
to  them  shall  seem^  meet/' 

Ordered,  that  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

.    Friday,  April  22. 

Mr.  Speaker's  Speech  to  the  Prince 
Regknt.]  Lord  Morpeth  rose  and  desired 
the  clerk  to  reiui  the  Speec)i  which  had 
been  delivered  by  the  Speakof  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  germination 
of  the  last  session.  The  Speech  having 
accordingly  been  read ;. 

Lord  Morpeth  said  s — In  rising  to  snb* 
mit  to  the  House  a  proposition  relative  to 
part  of  Che  Speech  made  by  the  Spaaker 
at  the  close  of  the^  las^  session  of  parlia* 
meot,  the  Hoase  may  be  assured  that  J 
mn  not  insensible  to  the  impAitation  of  pre* 
sumption  that  in  the  opinion  of  some 
persons  may  attach  upon  my  condact,  or 
blind  to  the  various  difficullies  with  which 
the  subject  is  turrounded;  among  the 
foremost  is  the  one,  that  he  who  has  the 
honor  of  addressing  you  is  himself*  an 
ojbject  of  accusation*.  He  has  been  ar- 
r&^ned  for  not  bringing  the  subject  before 
the  consideration  of  the  House  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  session— 'hot  in  the  thea  com- 
paratively thin  state!  of  the  House  he  did 
not  think  it  consistent  with  his  sense  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject  to  submit  it  at 
that  period  to  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment. Some  rumour  indeed  has  reached  his 
•ars^  that  a.sort  of  permission  was  neces^ 
sary  before  bo  might  be  allowed  to  make 
the  present  motion ;  but  how  it  was  to  be 
obtained,  or  by  whom  extended,  did  not 
very  satisfactorily  appear,  considering  in- 
deed the  respectable  quarter  from  which 
it  is  supposed  to  have -proceeded,  he  must 
have  been  incorrectly  informed. 

Bot  there  are  difficnltiaa  of  another 
nature,  and  to  n^y  mind  of  a  more  imfM>r- 
^iant  description;  arising  from  a  consi- 
deration of  |he  high  station  which  von, 
-Sir,  b(4d  ;  of  the  manner  in  which  for  a 
-l^ng  .  period  you  have  discharged  the 
duties  of  that  M^h  station.;  of  the  aeal, 
assklaity  and  .  ability  which  in  the  dis- 
>charge  of  those  duties  you  have  constantly 
maoiiliMted.  1  might  also  add  respect  for 
those  wiko  have  sent  you  here,  for  that 
imiveraity  which  you  represent,  for  that 
.college  of  which  you  are  a  dbtingoished 
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member,  and  of  which  from  early  recol- 
lection I  shall  always  speak  with  deference 
and  regard.  But  the  combination  of  all 
these  circumstances,  the  station  which  you* 
fill,  the  manner  in  which  you  have  filled 
it,  the  respectability  of  your  constituents^ 
all  tend  to  give  additional  weight  and  im* 
portance  to  all  that  falls  from  your  lips, 
and  impose  a  serious  duty  upon  those  who 
cannot  accede -to  the  positions  you  have 
laid  .down,  and  to  the  course  that  you  have 
pursued,  to  state  as  fearlessly  and  as  dis- 
tinctly as  they  are  able  the  grounds  of 
their  opinion  and  the  motives  of  their  dis- 
sent.  These  very  circumstances  ther^efore 
plead  my  apology,  and  constitute  my 
defence. 

But  great  and  important  as  the  situation 
of  the  Speaker  must  always  be  held  in  this 
House,  It  must  also  be  allowed  to  be  com- 
pletely under  its  controul  and  within  its 
jurisdiction,  and  in  language  not  now  ob» 
(lolete  and  antiquated,  lie  is  considered  to  be 
the  ser^nt  of  the  House.  As  illustrations 
of  this  position  I  need  only  refer  to  the 
cases  of  1640  and  1677  ;  the  first  of  which 
ended  in  a  vote  of  disapprobation  on  the 
conduct  of  sir  John  Finch,  the  second  in 
a  question  of  adjournment  on  the  conduct 
of  sir  Edward  Seymour. 

In  describing  the  part  of  the  speech  tQ 
which  I  wi^h,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  specify 
the  passages  to  which  I  am  by  no  means 
in<;lined  to  offer  a  contradictory  opinion*— 
that  part  which  points  out  hopes  of  some  ' 
boundary  being  placed  to  the  remorseless 
spirit  of  conquest :  hopes  infinhely  more 
than  realized  by  the  exertions  of  our 
Allies,  the  efibrts  of  revived  and  regene- 
rated Europe,  the  union  of  energy  and 
moderation  that  has  terminated  in  those 
stupendous  events  which  have  stamped  the 
independenooof  nations*  and  have  assured, 
I  trust  for  a  considerable  time,  the  repose 
of  the  civilized  world.  As  little  can  I  differ 
from  that* part  which  paints  the  splendid 
career  of  lord  Wellington,  whose  whole 
military  life  in  a  word  is  one  unvaried 
theme  of  panegyric.  These  passage^ 
speaking  as  they  do  the  recorded  sense  of 
parliament,  can  excite  but  one  sentiment 
in  the.  House.  But  I. .must  quit  these 
cheering  and  enlivening  topics*  and  it  is  to 
remarks  of  another  nature  that  I  must  now 
call  the  attention  of  the  Honse :  I  must 
request  the  clerk  to  reacl  the  resolutions 
upon  which  the  Catholic  Bill  of  last  session 
was  founded,  and  the  preamble  of  the  Bill 
itself.  [The  resolutions  ap({  preambl^wera 
(2H) 
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ginning  of  Charles  2nd'8  rdgn.  He  indeed 
has  contributed  not  only  more  than  any 
other  Speaker,  but  almbst  more  than  the 
collective  number  of  the  remaining  whole* 
But  in  the  mass,  the  variety,  and  luxu- 
riancy  of  bis  oratory  I  cannot  discover^ 
although  in  times  of  considerable  heat  and 
contention,  any  reference  to  the  conflicts 
and  debates  of  that  period.  The  same  ob- 
servation applies  to  the  speeches  inserted, 
to  the  year  1745  ;  at  which  period  they 
terminate  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lords:  though  occasionally  in  the  reign 
of  William  3d,  the  Speaker  seems  to  have 
taken  rather  a  wide  view  in  observing  upon 
the  foreign  and  domestic  relations  of  the 
country;  but  I  find  no  reference  to  mea- 
sures Which  had  not  met  with  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  House. 

If  we  apply  to  less  authentic  sources  of 
information,  we  shall  find  a  copious  cata* 
logue  of  the  speeches  of  former  Speakers  ^ 
in  the,  earlier  periods  of  our  parliamentary 
history  we  do  not  discover  many  remains 
of  the  oratory  of  those  days  ;  we  hear  in- 
deed that  sir  John  Tiptoft  was  in  the  habit 
of  addressing  Henry  the  4th,  and  that,  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Prynne,  the  young 
speaker  took  much  upon  him,  and  that 
though  by  this  conduct  he  did  not  forfeit 
the  good  opinion  of  his  sovereign,  the 
licence  was  afterwards  repressed.  During 
the  reigns  of  the  Princes  of  the  House  of 
Tudor  the  materials  are  more  abundant* 
but  upon  that  period  on  many  accounts  [ 
should  not  be  much  inclined  to  dwell: 
though  I  should  not  wish  to  involve  in  a 
general  censure  the  addresses  of  that  time, 
for  in  the  list  of  the  Speakers  of  that  day  is 
to  be  found  the  name  of  sir  Thomas  More. 
But  in  the  greater  part  whatever  meanness 
could  conceive,  or  flattery  suggest,  may  be 
abundantly  discovered.  We  find  Henry 
8th  compared  in  wisdom  -to  Solomon,  in 
beauty  to  Absalom,  in  strength  to  Samp- 
son, and  then  likened  to  that  glorious  lumi* 
nary  the  Sun. 

We  find  the  same  spirit  exerted  in  com* 
plimenting  queen  Elizabeth,  though  mwrt 
excusable  in  that  instance.  We  hear  her 
compared  to  a  queen  who  made  laws  be- 
fore the  Deluge,  then  to  Ceres,  the  whole 
ending  in  a  fulsome  panegyric  on  tht 
reigning  aoeen — but  amidst  all  the  afiec* 
tation,  pedantry  and  flattery  that  disgraced 
the  compositions  of  that  period,  one  prin- 
ciple remained  inviolate,  that  of  not  com* 
raunicating  to  the  throne  the  debates  of 
this  House,  a  sanctuary  which  even  their 
liceatioQS  feet  did  not  venture  to  penetrate^ 


read  at  the  table.]  And  now  I  beg  leave  to 
apply  the  commentary  to  the  text  that 
has  just  been  read  ;  •*  Other  momentous 
changes  have  been  proposed.  Adhering 
however  to  those  laws  which  have  made 
the  throne,  the  palrliament,  and  govern- 
ment of  this  country  fundamentally  Pro- 
testant, We  have  not  consented  to  allow 
that  those  who  acknowledge  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  should  administer  the  powers 
and  jurisdictions  of  this  realm  ;  willing 
nevertheless,  and  willing  as  I  trust  we 
always  shall  be,  to  allow  the  largest  scope 
to  religious  toleration/'  Upon  the  passage 
I  have  just  quoted,  I  shall  offer  this  obser- 
vation* which  1  have  embodied  into  a  pro- 
position, which  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
submitting  to  the  House.  <'That  it  is  con- 
trary to  parliamentary  usage,  and  to  the 
spirit  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  for  the 
Speaker,  unless  by  special  direction  of  the 
House,  to  inform  his  Majesty^  either  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  or  elsewhere,  of 
uny  proposal  made  to  the  House  by  any  of 
Its  members,  either  In  the  way  of  Bill  or 
Motion,  or  to  acquaint  the  throne  with  any 
proceedings  -relative  to  sucb  proposal  until 
they  shall  be  consented  to  by  the  House/' 

And  first  with  regard  to  parliamentary 
usage,  we  must  have  recourse  to  prece- 
dents :  the  most  authentic  are  necessarily 
those  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House ;  very  few  appear  to 
have  been  preserved.  I  nnd  the  speeches 
of  sir  Spencer  Compton,  Speaker  Onslow, 
sir  John  Oust,  and  sir  Fletcher  Norton. 
The  speech  of  sir  Spencer  Compton  in  the 
year  1715,  referring  in  terms  of  pointed 
attack  and  animadversion  upon  the  treaty 
of  Uirecht,  is  strictly  founded  upon  the 
proceed ii»gs  and  preceding  addresses  of 
the  House. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Onslow  in  1745, 
though  taking  an  extensive  range,  and  ex- 
pressing strong  opinions  with  regard  to  the 
situation  of  Europe,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  arises  out  of  measures  that  had  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The 
speech  of  sir  John  Cust  is  merely  compli- 
mentary, and  refersto  the  Kinc's  marriage. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton's  speech,  although 
producing  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  true  exposition  of  the 
'sense  of  the  Hous6  of  Commons,  applied 
solely  and  entirely  to  the  Bill  that  was 
then  presented  to  the  throne. 

In  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords 
t  much  greater  quantity  will  be  found  to 
exist,  bat  the  principal  part  consists  of  the 
speeches  of  sir  £dward  Turner  to  the  be- 
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a  rme-  of  demarcation  which  these  free* 
booters  into  the  realms  of  science,  of  tastev 
and  of  wit,  did  not  dare  to  transgress.  But 
1  should  be  guilty  of  injustice  if  I  ventured 
to  censure  all  the  Spe^ers  of  that  period. 
I  ha?e  before  mentioned  sir  Thomas  More. 
There  is  a  Speaker  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elisabeth  who  seems  to  have  entertained 
nQ  inaccurate  idea  of  the  language  that 
the  Speaker  might  employ.  These  are  the 
words  that  Mr.  Onslow  in  the  9th  of  queen 
Elizabeth  is  reported  to  have  used,  ''Again, 
when  I  consider  my  office  as  Speaker,  it 
is  no  great  matter ;  being  but  a  mouth  to 
utter  things  appointed  to  me  to  speak  unto 
you,  and  not  otherwise,  which  consisteth 
only  in  speaking,  and  not  in  any  olher 
knowledge ;  whereby  I  gather  how  it  is 
necessary  I  speak  plainly  and  simply  ac- 
cording to  the  truth  reposed  io  me/'  And 
again,  **  Thus  it  is  necessary  they  elect  a 
plain  speaker,  lit  for  the  plain  matter,  and, 
therefore,  well  provided  to  have  such  a 
ofie  as  should  use  plain  words,  and  not 
either  so  fine  that  they  cannot  be  under- 
atood,  or  else  so  elegant  that  they  miss  the 
cushion/' — We  find  th«  same  doctrine 
maintained  by  Mr.  Powle.  "  The 
Speaker  is  called  the  mouth  and  tongue  of 
the  House  which  speaks  the  conception  of 
the  mind ;  not  that  he  is  to  make  those 
conceptions,  but  pronounce  what  he  has 
in  command  from  the  House,  Lenthall, 
the  S|>eaker,  told  the  King,  that  he  had 
neither  tongue,  eyes,  nor  ears,  but  what 
the  House  gave  him.''  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Powle  in  the  debate  upon 
the  conduct  of  sir  Edward  Seymour  in 
J 677.  He  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
chair ;  but  was  afterwards  raised  to  the 
highest  honor  ever  I  believe  conferred 
upon  a  commoner,  that  of  being  Speaker 
of  the  ConventionParliament  in  1688;  and 
the  doctrines  that  he  maintained  as  an  in- 
dividual member  he  did  not  probably  belie 
jn  the  exercise  of  his  new  authority. 

There  are  only  two  instances  which  ap- 
pear to  be  any  deviations  from  the  general 
rule»  but  the v  are  so  slight  as  to  be  scarcely 
deserving  of  notice,  bir  Harbottle  Grim- 
stone,  soon  after  the  Restoration,  in  an  ad> 
dress  to  the  throne,  says,  that  the  Commons 
agreed  to  a  Bill  after  some  debate,  and 
that  is  the  only  instance  I  have  found  in 
which  the  word  debate  is  mentioned  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  copy  of  his 
speech  in  tha  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Lordatbatezpressionisnot  employed.  The 
other  case  is  that  of  sir  John  Trevor  in  the 
^st  of  James  2d,  where  he  aays  that  be 


brings  no  Bill,  but  that  the  House  relies 
upon  thje  assurance  of  bis  Majesty.  The 
speeches  of  Mr.  Onslow  in  the  course  of 
the  last  century  take  an  extensive  view  of 
the  political  situation  of  th«  countt-y,  but 
all  his  observations  seem  to  arise  out  of  acts 
done  and  determined  upon  by  the  House. 
But  precedents  no  doubt  may  exist  which 
have  eluded  my  research;  perhaps  the 
ghost  of  some  departed  speech  may  be 
evoked  from  its  charnel-house  of  moulder- 
ing^ dosty,  and  forgotten  papers,  to  rear 
its  ambiguous  form  within  the  walls  of  this 
House  ;  but  however  awed  by  the  super- 
natural appearance,!  shall  appea)  from  the 
dead  to  the  living,  from  those  that  have 
long  slumbered  in  silence  and  obscurity  to 
those  that  have  ventured  to  visit  the  face  of 
day,  and  court  the  light  of  heaven,  those 
that  have  not  dreadad  exposure,  and  shrunk 
from  publicatioui  It  would  however  be 
very  difficult  to  find  a  case  precisely  ana- 
logous. The  resolutions  passed  the  House, 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  was  established  in. 
the  second  reading,  the  application  of  the 
principle  in  an  important  point  was  nega- 
tived by  a  small  majority  in  the  com- 
mittee: in  this  state  of  things,  the  Bill  still 
in  existence  at  the  very  time  that  you,  Sir« 
addressed  the  throne,  the  principle  carried, 
the  application  of  it  negatived,  the  throne 
is  informed,  by  what  purports  to  be  the 
collective  voice  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  changes  of  great  importance  have 
been  proposed,  that  the  House  however 
has  not  consented  to  allow  persons  of  a 
particular  class  to  administer  the  powera 
and  jurisdictions  of  this  realm. 

But  even  if  a'  precedent  were  found 
exactly  in  point,  I  should  ask  if  this  be  a 
case  upon  which  precedents  alone  must 
absolutely  decide— is  a  privilege  lost  and 
forfeited  by  occasional  infraction,  especially 
IB  cases  where  the  attention  of  the  House 
has  not  been  specifically  directed  io  the 
object?  In  what  a  situation  should  we 
now  stand,  and  what  a  miserable  portion  of 
our  privileges  would  now  remain,  if  such 
doctrines  were  valid  and  mainuinable. 

If  I  should  venture  to  make  any  more 
detailed  observations  upon  this  part  of  the^ 
speech,  it  is  not  with  the  design  of  intro- 
ducing incidentally  and  obliquely  thje 
great  question  relating  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics;  that  must  stand  or  fall  by  iu  own 
merits ;  it  is  sufficiently  large  and  important 
to  vindicate  to  itself  a  separate  discussiotu 
It  is  solely  with  the  view  of  endeavouring 
to  point  out  the  mischiefs  that  may  flow 
from  thtt  adoption  of  such  a^recedent-*^ 
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*'  Momeotous  changes  have  been  proposed'^ 
How  ?  by  a  message  from  the  throne 
which  reqaired  an  answer  from  this  House? 
i-^No.  By  whom  proposed  ?  By  one  of 
your  own  members;  (upon  the  talents,  the 
services,  the  virtues  of  that  member,  in 
this  view  of  the  subject  I  am  constrained 
not  to  dwell)  in  the  reliance  at  least  that 
if  he  failed  in  his  great  effort,  the  failure 
would  not  be  communicated  ^o  the  throne 
by  any  self-constituted  authority  in  this 
House. — Impelled  by  what  motive,  and 
proposed  at  whose  desire  ?  by  the  desire, 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  England  and  Ireland,  in  the  reliance 
that  if  their  petitions  failed  in  attaining  the 
object  for  which  they  bad  prayed  for  so 
long  a  period,  the  refusal  of  that  prayer 
would  not  be  accompanied  by  any  gratui- 
tous comments  in  an  unauthorized  notifica- 
tion to  the  throne. — But  what  are  these 
momentous  changes  ?  We  must  infer  them, 
\  conclude,  from  the  laws  to  which  we  are 
said  to  adhere.  These  are  the  laws  that  have 
rendered  the  throne,  the  parliament,  and 
the  government  of  this  country  fundamen- 
tally Protestan t«  Whatever relaitation  may 
have  been  intended  as  to  the  admission  of 
Bpman  Catholics  itito  parliament,  and  into, 
certain  offices  of  th€  state,  how  was^  the 
throne  to  be  affected  ?  I  must  leave  the 
resolutions  and  the  preamble  of  the  Bill, 
which  have  been  lately  read,  to  remove 
that  doubt,  and  repel  that  accusation. 

**  Those  who  acknowledge  a  foreign  ju» 
risdiction ;"  and  here  I  think  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  some  reason  to  complain. 
We  have  heard  ofPapists  and  of  Romanists, 
we  are  now  more  accustomed  to  the  more 
courteous  term  of  Roman  Catholics, 
but  this  is  a  new  and  rather  a  vague 
description:  but  is  it  perfectly  harm- 
less? It  is  not  confined  to  jurisdiction 
in  spirituals,  which  would  be  universally 
allowed.  I  find  no  such  limitation;  in 
these  days  of  calumny  and  invective  it 
might  have  been  well  to  have  abstained 
fVom  any  mode  of  ejcpression  which,  in  the 
instance  of  persons  smarting  under  the 
cruelty  of  iinmerited  imputation,  might 
have  the  appearance  of  implying  reproach 
and  insinuatmg  suspicion.  Then  follows 
a  healing  sentence  respecting  toleration; 
«nd  to  this  I  feel  no  particular  objection, 
except  that  I  have  observed  such  senti- 
ments as  constant  iosrckJients  in  every 
speech  most  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  embolics :  and  with- 
out canvassing  the  particolar  properties  of 
\h^  specif  of  tQlieratipD,  I  ^ould  beg 


leave  to  quote  the  observation  of  a  very 
learned  and  very  eminent  divine  of  the 
church  of  England,  in  speaking  of  toter- 
ation  with  respect  to  the  dissenters,  but 
which  I  should  wish  to  extend  more  widely. 
*'  There  were  indeed  times  when*  liberal 
sentiments  on  toleration  could  not  be  main- 
tained withoat  danger ;  but  in  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  whatever  parade,  or  even 
condescension  and  good  will,  may  attend 
their  publication,  they  are  not  Irkely  to 
inspire  much  either  of  admiration  or  gra- 
titude ;  the  profession  of  any  opinion  wili 
never  be  received  with  applause,  when  ita 
opposite  can  scarce  be  avowed  without 
indignation  or  contempt.'* 

But  it  is  not  to  the  mere  wording  of  the 
passage  that  I  should  wish  to  call  the 
critical  attention  of  the  House ;  it  is  to  th6 
danger  of  the  precedent,  it  is  the  unfeigned 
apprehension  I  entertain  that  if  this  course 
of  proceeding  be  established  as  a  pfecev 
dent,  a  future  Speaker  may  think  himself 
justified  in  availing  himself  of  the  oceasioir 
of  a  rejected  measure  to  render  it  the  vehi^ 
cle  of  censorious  remark,  perhaps  of  sar« 
castic  animadversion.  He  may  not  ton* 
sider  himself  confined  within  the  termi 
employed  in  the  Bill ;  he  may  aflSx  new 
denomibations  to  the  petitioners,  and  by 
the  new  denominations  he  may  convey 
hostility,  and  impute  blame.  He  may 
select  a  time  at  which  the  petitioners,  after 
a  long  series  of  protracted  disappoiiTtment, 
may  have  at  length  indulged  a  hope  of 
final  success,  and  have  anticipated  the 
dawn  of  a  brighter  day  :  in  the  extinction 
of  those  hopes  he  may  add  mortification 
to  disappointment,  and  may  instil  suspicion 
when  he  announces  defeat;  he  may  pos- 
sibly, in  the  event  of  a  measure  unpopular 
with  a  considerable  number  of  persons  in 
this  country,  increase,  if  he  does  not  raise, 
the  clamour  of  the  people  ;  in  the  instance 
of  a  measure  that  may  be  unpalatable'to 
the  ruling  administration  of  the  day,  he 
may  indulge  in  observation  not  unaccept- 
able in  that  quarter ;  or  indeed  by  some 
dexterous  combination  of  circumstances, 
he  may  by  the  same  remark  accomplish 
the  double  object. 

It  is  therefore  to  guard  egainst  dangers 
that  menace  alike  the  freedom  of  debate, 
aud  the  right  of  petitioning,  that  I  should 
earnestly  recommend  an  aidherence  to  the 
principle  of  not  communicating  to  the 
throne  the  debates  of  this  House  ;  a  prin- 
ciple inherent  in  the  very  essence  of  a  free 
constitution,  of  which  we  can  trace  the 
first  r^dimei^ta  in  t^es  of  yerjr  remote  toi- 
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tiqttity,  though  nearly  obliterated  onderihe 
powerfol  rale  of  the  princegof  the  Normaa 
line,  wheo  miHtaiy  senrice  and  enterprise 
were  tM  only  thles  to  respect  and  consi* 
deratioo.  But  when  upon  a  disputed  suc- 
cession the  Commons  began  to  Tiudicate 
their  >8hare  in  the  legislature  of  their  coun* 
try,  we  find  that  Henry  the  4th  thought  it 
expedient  to  conciliate  as  well  as  goyem 
his  people.  Of  this  a  memorable  tnstafice 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Rolls  of  Parliament 
in  the  2nd  of  that  king,  which  is  thus 
translated :  '<  Bceause  it  might  happen 
that  some  of  the  Commons,  to  please  the 
king,  or  adrance  themseWes,  might  relate 
some  things  before  tboy  were  determined, 
discussed,  or  accorded  to  by  the  Commons, 
it  might  please  the  king  to  allow  no  such 
person  to  relate  such  matters,  or  giTe  any 
credence  to  such  a  party/'  To  which 
the  king  answers,  "  That  the  Commons 
should  have  deliberat^n  to  treat  of  all 
matters  among  themselves,  in  order  to 
bring  them  to  a  good  end  and  conddmon 
for  the  advantage  and  honour  of  his  king- 
dom, and  he  would  not  hear  such  a  person 
or  give  any  credence  to  him,  before  such 
matters  were  communicated  to  the  king 
by  the  advice  and  assent  of  all  the  Com- 
mon^ according  to  their  petition/'  And  in 
the  9th  of  the  same  king  is  the  following 
entry  in  the  Rolls,  '*  That  in  all  future 
parliaments  it  shouM  be  lawful  as  well  to 
the  Lords  by  themselves,  as  to  the  Com- 
mons by  themselves,  to  debate  of  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  realm,  and  of  the  means 
-to  redress  them,  without  disckMnng  the 
same  to  the  king  before  a  determmation 
made  thereof,  and  that  to  be  done  only  by 
the  mouth  of  the  Speaker/'  From  these 
proceedings,  and  from  the  articles  that 
were  about  the  same  time  presented  to  the 
king  by  the  Commons,  we  may  infer  that 
the  free  constitution  of  this  c^ntry  is  not 
of  the  modem  growth  which  some  writers 
have  supposed.  We  observe  this  princi- 
ple suspended  and  almost  Jost  during  the 
atormy  period  of  the  wars  of  York  and 
Lancaster,  depressed  and  subdued  under 
the  arbitrary  d<^mination  of  the  princes  of 
the  House  of  Tudor:  reviving  however  at 
the  of^ening  of  the  17th  century,  opposing 
itself  to  the  conceited  pedantry  and  self- 
.  sufficient  ideas  of  James  the  1st,  who  seems 
to  have  mistaken  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
and  the  people  whom  be  supposed  he  was 
by  some  divine  authority  commissioned  to 
govern.  We  see  it  enforced  in  that  me- 
morable Protestation  of  the  19th  of  that 
Icing,  in  language  worthy  of  the  patrioto 


who  pfeleoted  it,  and  enooblod  hj  tbo 
impotent  resentment  of  the  mooareb  who 
erased  it  with  his  own  hand  from  the  Jonr* 
nals,  but  vrhich  survives,  a  menomeni  of 
their  ^ry ,  and  of  his  shame.  We  see  U$ 
ffenerous  influence  pervading  the  easli.er 
labours  .of  the  Long  Partiament,  tilt  tfant 
nnfortimate  conflict  arose  which,  though 
it  humbled  the  pride  of  kings*  disgraced 
the  causa  of  freedom,  and  closed  theeyeni* 
ful  scene  in  ty  raimy ,  inoutragt^aad  inUood. 
We  see  it  again  in  array  against  the  cet* 
rapt,  profligate,  and  mercenary  adminii- 
^mtion  of  Charles  the  2nd»  and  we  hail  iii 
final  confirmation  and  establishment  in 
the  great  work  of  the  Revolution*  But  I 
may  be  told  that  the  entries  in  the  time  of 
Henry  the  4th,  and  the  Prottatatioh  in 
that  of  James  Ist,  refer  only  to  cemmuni* 
cations  made  to  the  throne  by  individual 
members,  and  not  bv  the  Speaker.  I 
would,  however,  beg  leave  to  ask  theee 
who  make  that  distinction,  what  wenki 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  parliaments 
of  that  day  if  the  communication  had  been 
made  in  their  names  but  without  their 
authority,  without,  as  it  is  expressed  in 
the  answer  of  Henry  the  4th,  the  advice 
and  the  assent  of  all  the  Commons  of 
England.  It  is  therefore  to  preserve  tlm 
principle,  not  merely  Suable  from  its 
antiqnity,  but  as  infusing  life,  spirit,  vigour, 
and  animation  into  the  whole  S3r»tem  of 
parliamentary  proceeding,  that  I  now  ven- 
ture to  call  upon  the  Hons»«->it  is  not  with 
the  compai^tively  contracted  view  of 
making  a  personal  attack  open  an  indivi- 
dual, however  conspicooas .  may  be  his 
station ;  it  has  I  trust  a  nobler  ami,  and  is 
d  i  rected  to  greater  objects.  It  ia  calculated 
1  hope  to  preserve  tlm  source,  whence  the 
principles  of  a  free  constitution  are  de- 
rived, pure  and  untainted ;  to  induce  yon 
to  watch  oirer  (t6  use  the  words  of  Mr. 
Burke)  the  sacred  fire  of  an  eternal  con- 
stitmkMial  jealousy,  the  guardian  of  law,  of 
liberty,  and  justice.  And  at  what  time  do 
I  beseech  you  ^  at  a  time  when  the  consfi- 
tntion  of  this  country,  long  said  to  be  the 
envy  and  admiration  of  the  world,  the 
theme  of  the  eloquent,  the  meditation  of 
the  philosopher,  is  assumed,  practically 
assumed,  as  the  model  from  which  tlie 
infant  liberties  of  other  countries  are  des- 
tined to  receive  their  impression  and  form« 
It  is  to  raise,  therefcire,  that  spirit  of  whole- 
some jealoasy,  of  legitimate  suspicion, 
more  necessary  perhaps  during  the  preva- 
lence of  general  satisfection,  in  the  noon 
day   and    sunshine  of  prosperity,   than 
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during  the  gloomier  hours  of  doubt,  tin* 
easiness,  and  suspense:  for  without  the 
■uperintending  agency,  the  salutary  exer- 
tion of  those  qualities,  events  would  occur, 
perhaps  not  in  a  very  rapid,  but  in  a  sur^ 
and  ineTitable  progress,  which  would  lead 
lo  the  dereliction  of  your  privileges,  and 
with  the  dereliction  of  your  privileges,  the 
degradation  of  your  dignity,  and  the 
prostitution  of  your  independence.  I 
ahall  conclude  with  moving,  **  That  a 
special  entry  be  made  in  the  Journal, 
That  it  be  not  drawn  into  precedent  for 
«ny  Speaker,  except  by  tbe  special  di- 
rection of  the  House,  to  inform  his  Ma- 
jesty, either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  elsewhere,  of  any  proposal  made 
to  the  House  by  any  of  its  members,  either 
in  the  way  of  Bill  or  Motion,  or  to  ac- 
<|uaint  bis  Majesty  with  any  proceedings 
had  thereupon,  until  the  same  shall  have 
been  consented  to  by  tbeHouse.-' 
The  motion  having  been  iread. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Speaker  ad- 
'dressed  the  House  to  the  following  effect : 

'  After  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord,  pre- 
faced with  whatever  forms  of  personal 
ciyiiily,  'but  implying,  necessarily  imply- 
ing, a  grave  and  serious  charge  of  miscon- 
duct in  the  Speech  delivered  by  me  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session,  the  Hoose  will  naturally 
expect  that  I  should  be  desirous  of  now 
offering  myself  to  their  attention. 

I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  be 
thought  insensible  to  the  peculiar  coarse 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  noble  lord, 
-injurious  also,  as  I  think,  to  the  character 
and  dignity  oif  the  House;  but  nevertheless 
I  sball  abstain  from  all  further  comment 
on  that  head.  I  shall  abstain  also  from 
discussing,  in. any  degree  whatever,  the 
merits  of  the  great  political  question  to 
which  tbe  charge  relates,  a  question  which 
I  am  not  this  day  called  upon  to  argue. 

Denounced  however  long  since  to  this 
House,  as  ^  the  unauthorized  and  unau- 
thentic expositor  of  its  opinions,''-— whose 
conduct  was  ''  objectionable  on  solid  and 
constitutional  grounds,''  and  whose  speech 
in  the  name  of  this  House  deserved  "  repre- 
hension,"—! confess  I  did  expect  from  the 
justice  and  plain-dealing  of  the  noble  lord, 
that  he  would  this  day  nave  brought  for- 
ward some  chafge  in  express  and  direct 
.  terms,  and  have  demanded  a  distinct  vote 
.  of  censure.   But  although  his  motion  seeks 
only  to  establish  some  prospective  regu- 
,  lation^  which  in  this  place  it  is  not  for 
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me  to  debate ;  and  although  it  proceeds 
upon  principles  and  facts,  which  (how* 
ever  they  may  appear  to  me  to  be  quite 
irrelevant  to  the  existing  case)  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  discuss;  nevertheless,  as  it  is 
founded  wholly  upon  an  assumption  of 
misconduct  on  my  part,  which  it  desires 
may  not  t>e  drawn  into  precedent  here- 
after, I  presume  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  lay  fully  before  them  those  considera- 
tions upon  which  I  trust  it  will  appear  that 
such  an  accusation  is  entirely  groundless. 

Upon  this  subject,  I  conceive  that  there 
are  substantially  two  distinct  questions  to 
which  I  am  called  upon  to  answer  in  my 
own  vindication;  first,  Whether,  accord •« 
\t\g  to  the  usage  of  parliament,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  House  upon  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims  were  fit  matter  to  be  meii- 
tioned  or  adverted  to,  in  such  a  speech,  at 
such  a  time?  secondly.  If  fit  to  be  men* 
tinned  at  all,  were  they  mentioned  in  a 
proper  manner? 

Upon  the  first  question.  Whether  the  pro* 
ceedings  in  this  House  upon  the  Roman 
Catholic  Claims  were  fit  to  be  mentioned 
in  such  a  speech,  at  such  a  time  ? 

I  very  humbly  submit  to  the  House, 
That  according  to  the  usage  and  practice 
of  parliament,  all  or  any  of  the  principal  ob- 
jects which  have  employed  the  attention  of 
the  Commons  during  the  session,  may  befit 
matters  to  be  mentioned  in  such  a  speech. 

The  rule  and  practice  are  so  laid  down 
in  the  Text  book  which  we  justly  allow 
to  be  the  best  authority  upon  our  forms  of 
proceeding :  tb^  Journal  entries  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  where  these  speeches  are 
necessarily  noticed,  are  consistent  with 
the  rule  so  laid  down :  and  so  are  some  of 
the  principal  instances  and  authorities  of 
which  we  have  any  memorial  during  the 
course  of  the  last  century. 

In  Mr.  Hatsell's  book,  which  we  ac* 
knowledge  as  our  best  Text  book,  the  rule 
is  laid  down  thus ;  "  It  has  been  customary 
for  the  Speaker  in  presenting  any  Bill  of 
Supply  at  the  close  of  a  session,  to  re- 
capitulate the  principal  objects  which  have 
employed  the  attention  of  the  Commons 
during  their  sitting." 

The  Journal  entries  of  the  Lords  are  the 
regular  and  authentic  evidence  of  the 
usage  upon  this  head;  but  in  looking 
through  these  entries,  we  must  always 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  speeches  made  upon 
presenting  Bills  of  Supply  at  the  usual 
period  of  closing  a  session,  are  the  only 
cases  strictly  applicable  to  the  present 
question* 
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The  earliest  of  these  speeches  men* 
tioned  in  the  Lords'  Journals,  is  in  1509,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  8;  and*  at  first  the 
entries  state  only  the  general  substance 
of  these  speeches.  In  the  reign  of  £li* 
2abeth  some  are  given  by  D'Ewes  in 
hctc  verba.  There  is  a  speech  by  Lentbal 
in  1041  given  at  length  in  the  Journal ; 
and  several  others  of  the  same  sort  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  2.  In  the  year  1689,  two 
such  speeches  are  entered ;  bat  none  dur« 
ing  the  rest  of  king  William's  reign,  nor 
any  during  the  reign  of  queen  Anne. 
There  are  only  four  by  Mr.  Compton  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  George  I,  in  the  Lords' 
Journal,  and  one  in  the  Commons'  Journal. 
But  from  the  ^ ear  1721  to  this  time,  there 
is  no  prorogation  speech  entered  at  length 
in  either  Journal,  except  one  by  Mr.  On« 
slow  in  \1^5,  which  was  entered  in  the 
^oamal  of  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  following  session. 

The  ordinary  form  of  entry  in  the  Lords' 
Journal  from  the  Revolution  to  the  present 
lime  has  been,  that  **  the  Speaker  after  a 
speech," — sometimes  slated  to  be^'  a  long 
speech/'— 'Sometimes  '•  a  short  speech ;"  1 
«— or,  <r after  a  speech  uponthe  Bills  passed 
^nd  to  be  passed," -*or  "  after  a  speech  in 
relation  to  the  Money  Bills  and  other  mat* 
ters/'  presented  the  Bills  of  Supply* 
There  are  not  fewer  than  fourteen  speeches 
of  Mr.  Onslow  noticed  in  this  last  manner 
upon  the  Lords'  Journal,  as  embracing 
**  other  matters"  besides  the  Bills  of  Sup* 
ply  ;  and  the  same  form  of  entry  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  early  years  of  the  pre- 
sent reign. 

Amongst  the  instances  and  authorities 
contained  in  these  entries,  abundant  proof 
will  be  found  of  the  extent  to  which  this 
-usage  has  prevailed  in  all  times.  Upon 
«  general  view  of  the  subjects  to  which 
these  speeches  have  .extended,  it,  appears, 
that  some  of  the  earliest  relate  not  only  to 
Bills  of  Supply  ;  but  take  notice  also  of 
the  principal  other  Bills,  whi<;h  had  been 
previously  passed  in  the  same  session. 
In  the  reign  of  James  1,  they  dwell  at 
considerable  length  upon  *'  other  matters" 
transacted  or  debated  in  parliament,  which 
were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  formed  into 
Bills, >  or  tendered  for  the  royal  assent, 
Lenthal's  speech  in  1641,  and  the  many 
speeches  in  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  are 
extremely  comprehensive  in  their  topics, 
«ven  ^tating  the  points  upon  which  dif- 
ferences of  opiliion  had  arisen,  and  their 
result  upon  debate.  The  speech  of  Mr. 
£ompton  in  1715,  printed  by  order  of  the 
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House  of  Commons  in  their  own  Journals, 
embraces  a  large  compass  of  various  mat- 
ters ;  and  Mr.  Onslow's  speech  in  1745, 
printed  with  the  like  approbation,  reviews 
the  whole  state  of  public  aifairx  in  and  out 
of  parliament:  the  speech  of  Mr«  Comp- 
ton states  the  Impeachment  which  the 
Commons  had  commenced  against  the. 
ministers  of  the  crown  for  the  peace  of 
Utrecht ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Onslow  states 
the  result  of  their  {enquiries  into  the  recent 
misconduct  of  the  naval  commanders  in 
the  Mediterranean.  None  other  of  Mr.. 
Onslow's  speeches,  during  the  35  years 
that  he  presided  in  this  place,  are  prmted 
at  length  in  the  Journal  of  either  House  ;  i 
but  the  few  which  have  been  published  in 
the  historical  memorials  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, sufficiently  prove  that  the  same 
practice  continued  to  prevail. 

Upon  a  more  particular  examination  of. 
the  speeches  made  during  the,  lastcentnry^ 
it  will  be  seen,  that  they  have  extended 
not  only  to  Bills  offered  for  the  royal  as- 
sent, and  matters  upon  which  the  House 
had  expressed  its  opinion  by  address; 
but,  that  they  have  also  entered  at  large, 
into  various  other  public  occurrences  ai 
home  and  abroad,  upon  which  parliament 
had  employed  its  time  and  deliberations; 
and  although  it  does  not  appear,  that  this 
House  had  directed  them  to  be  presented 
to  the  sovereign  in  any  manner  whatever, 
by  Bill  or  otherwise. 

Thus,  the  voluntary  associations  and 
subscriptions  entered  into  by  the  people 
in  times  of  rebellion,  and  their  legality 
under  the  circumstances  of  such  a  crisis, 
are  enlarged  upon  by  Mr,  Onslow  ai  one 
period :  and  at  another,  he  enters  at  length' 
mto  the  general  impoHcy  and  ill  conse- 
quences of  all  continental  wars,  and  al- 
liances. ,  )  . 

But,  beyond  these  matters  of  general 
concern  and  notoriety,  it  has  also  been 
deemed  within  the  province  of  these 
speeches  to  advert  to  proceedings  within, 
the  walls  of  parliament,  some  of  which, 
although  of  a  legislative  character,  were 
not  in  progress  or  preparation  for  the 
royal  assent,  and  others  exclusively  con- 
cerned the  privileges  of  this  House.* 

Thus,  after  the  miscarriage  of  admirals 
Matthews  and  Lestock  in  the  Mediterra* 
nean  in  1744,  Mr,  Ouslow,  in  presenting 
the  Bill  for  regulating  courts  martial, 
states  not  only  the  effect^ of  that  Bill,  but 
enlarges  also,  upon  the  general  necessity 
of  a  more  extensive  reformation  of  those 
courts;  and  that  speech  was  sanctioned. 
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fifterwards  by  the  approbation  of  this 
House.  And  tli«s  again  after  tbe  rebel- 
lion of  1745^  Mr.  On&low,  in  presenting 
tfae  Bill  for  more  eiFectually  disarming 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  proceeds'  to 
detail  ether  measeres  for  completing  the 
Union,  by  reforming  the  jurisprudence  <^ 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  and  (without 
any  fear  of  reprehension)  states  various 
opinions  upon  the  unsettled  condition  of 
that  part  of  the  Icingdom,  and  the  expe- 
diency of  aboKshuig  the  heritable  ju- 
ritdicttons,  as  laying  the  foundation  of 
fvtore  Bills,  in  some  &ture  session. 

Even  tfae  peculiar  privilege  and  coa- 
icem  of  the  House  of  Commons,  its  em- 
ployment in  determining  upon  contested 
electionf,  was  included  by  Mr.  Onslow, 
in  rendering  an  account  to  the  sovereign 
of  the  objects  which  had  occapied  the 
time  of  the  Oommons  in  the  session  «f 
1755.  And  sir  Fletcher  Nortoui  pur- 
suing the  same^  course,  informs  the  King, 
in  1775,  of  the  satisfectory  mode  in  which 
the  members  of  the  Home  of  Commons 
had  executed  the  Act  of  a  former  parlia- 
ment for  determining  contested  elections ; 
upon  the  merits  of  which  Act,  he  also 
Tery  justly  enlarges.  * 

If,  besides  these  instances,  it  is  required 
'  to  produce  ^me  speci6c  precedent  of  a 
q>eech,  noticing  any  question  or  Bill  ne* 
^tived  in  eit^  House  of  Parliament; 
It  is  to  be  observed  in  tbe  first  place, 
tiMt  of  the  prorogation  speeches  actually 
made  during  the  last  century,  very  few 
not  more  than  eleven  in  fourscore  years) 
having  been  published,  nothing  can  be 
affirmed  with  abbolote  certainty,  of  the 
ivequen^y  or  infrequency  of  such  specific 
cases ;  bat  the  general  principle  ana  prac- 
tioe  already  stated,  will  be  found  to  com- 
prehend .  every  such  case ;  nor  has  any 
such  doubt  been  entertained  hitherto. 
Two  Tery  striking  proofs  may  be  adduced, 
that  such  a  doubt  can  have  no  parliamen- 
taiy  ibundation. 

From  the  access  allowed  me  by  the 
present  lord  Onslow  to  his  father's  parlia- 
mentary papers  (a  kind  and  liberal  in- 
dnlgenc^  by  which  I  have  long  and  often 
profited),  it  appears  to  have  been  the 
distinct  and  deliberate  opinion  of  Mr. 
Onslow,  that  it  belonged  to  the  province 
of  the  Speaker,  in  presenting  Money  Bills, 
to  advert  not  only  to  Bills  which  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent,  or  were  in  readi- 
neiBs  to  receive  it,  but  to  those  also,  which, 
after  having  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
House,  nevertheless  had  failed  in  their 


progress ;  and  upon  that  opinion  Mr. 
Onslow  was  prepared  to  have  acted. 

This  case  occurred  in  the  year  1758, 
when  several  BUIs  (one  of  them  for  a  mor» 
speedy  remedy  for  the  subject  upon  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus),  which  had  passed 
the  House  of  Commons  after  loiig  debates, 
were  thrown  out  by  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
and  yet  upon  the  failure  of  these  Bills, 
and  their  value  and  importance  to  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Onslow  thought  it  bis 
right  and  duty  to  have  animadverted  ;  as 
appears  by  a-copy  of  his  speech  indorsed 
in  his  own  hand  as  designed  to  have  been 
spoken,  and  which  he  was  prevented  from 
delivering,  only  by  the  accident  of  his 
Majesty's  sudden  indisposition,  which  dis- 
abled him  from  coming  in  person  to  pro- 
rogue the  parliament.^  I  cite  this,  tbere- 
forcj^only  as  an  evidence  of  Mr.  Onslow's 
opinion ;  but  more  conclusive  evidence  of 
it  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 

The  other  case  to  which  I  would  request 
the  particular  attention  of  the  House,  oc- 
curred in  later  times,  upon  the  very  sub- 
ject to  which  the  present  discussion  re* 
iates,  and  is  intitled  to  the  highest  respect 
from  the  eminent  character  of  the  person 
whose  authority  it  bears.  In  the  year 
1792  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a  BiU 
was  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  by 
admitting  them  to  the  profession  of  the 
law,  allowing  th^ir'  intermarriage  with 
Protestants,  and  Improving  their  condition 
in  other  respects  a*  to  education  and 
apprenticeships.  After  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  and  fts  first  commitment,  a 
question  arose  upon  a  petition  from  the 
then  Roman  Catholic  committee,  .signed 
by  Byrne  and  others,  praying  the  elective 
franchise,  and  this  petition,  upon  full  de- 
bate and  a  division,  was  rejected.  At  the 
close  of  the  session,  the  Speaker,  Mr^ 
Foster  (who  though  present  I  may  name 
historically),  a  name  never  to  be  men* 
tioned  but  with  honour,  on  presenting 
the  Money  Bills,  although  there  was  not 
on  that/day  any  Bill  whatever  concerning 
the  Roman  Catholics  presented  to  the 
throne,  thought  it  his  duty  to  advert  to  a 
snbject  of  such  high  importance,  and  em*- 
phatieally  to  state  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  a  Protestant  parliament  and 
Protestant  ascendancy.  For  that  speech, 
not  questioned  as  unconstitutional^  he  upoA 
the  same  day  received  the  thanks  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Upon  reviewing  tbe  whole  of  the  first 
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fyoMioD*  the  maio  critvrion  by  which  ^b« 
topicB  of  their  speeches  hafe  been  selecHed^ 
appears  to  have  been  the  political  im< 
portiuice  of  the  measoret  which  have  em- 
played  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  daring  (be  preceding  session;  un- 
limited by  any  consideration  of  their  pro* 
gres8»  or  their  fail  ore. 

And  withoot  entering  into  the  merits  of 
ihe  particoiar  subject  introduced  into  the 
speech  now  in  discussion^  its  paramount 
importance  at  least  must  be  acknowledged 
OB  ail  sides ;  whether  it  be,  as  alledged  on 
the  ona  hand,  a  measure  indispensable  to 
the  strength  of  the  empire;  or  whether  it 
be,  as  alladged  on  the  other  hand,  sab?er« 
life  of  the  present  fundamental  laws  of 
Ihe  constitution. 

All  therefore  that  I  need  assert  upon 
this  day  is,  the  importance  of  ihe  sub- 
ject ;  and  that  its  importance  alone,  not 
only  justified  the  noticing  it,  but  required 
that  it  should  not  be  passed  over  in  silence ; 
even  if  no  Bill  h|id  been  finally  presented 
for  granting  to  Roman  Catholics  any 
apecies  of  relief  whatever ;  an  occurrence 
which  nevertheless  actually  made  part  of 
this  transaction,  and  necessarily  brought 
the  subject  under  the  legblative  consi- 
deration of  the  sovereign. 

The  second  question  is,  Whether  the 
.proceedings  in  this  House  respecting  the 
Roman  Caiholic  claims,  'if  fit  to  be  men- 
tioned at  all  in  such  a  speech,  were  men- 
tioned in  a  proper  manner?  And  upon  this 
point  I  sabmit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  that  the  proceedings  were  stated 
with  truth  and  correctness. 

At  the  end  of  the  session  of  1812,  this 
House  laid  before  his  royal  highness  the 
Princo  Regent  their  resolution  to  take  into 
their  most  serious  consideration  the  laws 
affeciiog  his  Msjesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  the  Roman 
Catholic  question  having  been  before  par- 
liament from  the  earliest  to  the  latest 
period  of  fts  sittings,  ihe  larger  relief 
which  was  prayed  had  not  been  granted, 
but 'a  Bill  of  subordinate  relief  brought 
down  from  the  Lords,  (the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk's Bill)  had  been  pa^wed.  Upon  this 
double  result,  the  entire  passage  in  the 
speech  complained  of  ran  thus ;  afier 
noticing  the  Sinking  Fund  Bill,  and  the 
East  India  Bill,  it  proceeded  as  follows  : 

*'  Bat  these  are  not  the  only  subjects  to 
which  our  attention  has  been  called. 
Other  momentous  changes  have  been  pro- 
posed for  our  consideration.     Adhering 
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however  to  those  laws  by  which  thei 
throne,  the  parliameot,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  are  made  funda^ 
mentally  Protestant,  we  have  not  con- 
sented,to  allow,  that  those  who  acknow* 
ledge  a  foreign  jurisdiction  should  be  au- 
thorized to  administer  the  powers  and 
jurisdiction  of  this  realm ;  willing  as  we 
are  nevertheless,  and  willing  as  I  trust  we 
Qver  shall  be,  to  allow  the  largest  sc(^  to 
religious  toleration.''       ^ 

In  the  first  division  of  this  paragraph, 
the  fact  is  stated ;  namely,  that  the  House 
did  noi  caruptt  thajt  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics should  be  authorised  to  administer 
the  powers  and  jurisdiptioos  of  the  realm  } 
-—Could  Jess  be  stated  ?  Pid  not  the  peti- 
tioners pray  for  this  right?  Was  not  the 
question  put  and  decided  against  it  ?  Foyr 
by  all  sides  it  was  agreed  that  (he  seat  in 
parliament  constituted  the  chief  object  of 
this  claim,  and  virtually  included  all  the 
rest. 

That  a  repeal  of  disqualifications  ^at 
asked,  and  not  granted,  is  indisputable. 
The  going  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  was  to  consider,  and  not  necessarily 
to  grant.  The  Bill  and  its  second  reading 
implied  an  agreement  to  the  principle  of 
granting  some  relief,  bu|  did  not  and  could 
not  decide  what  specific  relief;  and  the 
main  enactment  proposed  in  the  com- 
mittee for  granting  political  power  was 
there  negatived. 

In  this  nai-rative  of  the  fact,  there  is 
nothing  asserted  of  the  Bill  having  been 
rejected ;  nor  of  any  determination  pro- 
spectively not  to  grant  the  same  or  other 
privileges,  if  upon  re-coosideration,  or 
at  any  other  time,  and  jinder  any  chance 
of  circumstances,  it  should  be  thought 
ezpedieht* 

it  states  what  the  House  at  that  time 
did ;  it  adhered  to  the  laws  as  they  now 
are, ^describing  their  nature.  It  states 
what  the  House  did  not ;  it  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  change :  and  it  describes  the 
Roman  Catholics  by  their  own  charac- 
teristic distinction ;  namely,  of  persons 
"  acknowledging  a  foreign  jurisdiction.'^ 

So  far  as  the  statement  of  the  fact  al- 
ledges  also  the  grounds  and  principles  upon 
which  the  determination  of  the  House 
rested ;  namely,  by  describing  the  laws 
as  they  now  are,  to  be  <'  those  by  which 
the  throne,  the  parliament,  and  the  govern* 
ment  are  made  tundamentsdly  Protestant ;" 
and  also  by  describing  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  be  persons  "acknowledging  a 
foreign  jurisdiction  ;"— I  conceive  that  it 
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h  strictly  within  the  rigbt  and  duty  of  ^e 
;^aker  to  alledge  the  groands/and  prin- 
ciples upon  which  any  measace  appears  to 
hare  been  decided,  subject  of  course  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House ;  itis  expressly  so 
laid  down  by  that  authoilty  which  we 
habitually  consider  as  the  best  upon  such 
subjects ;  and  the  question,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  Speaker's  conduct  in  that  re- 
spect, will  not  be  upon  the  abstract  falidity 
or  invalidity  of  the  principles  themselves  ; 
but  whether  he  has  fairly  collected,  and 
truly  stated,  those  principles  which  were 
actually  adduced  in  debate,  and  apparently 
relied  upon  by  the  majority  in  support  of 
'  their  determination. 

As  to  |he  technical  objection,  thrown 
out  in  the  preliminary  debates  upon 
this  proceeding,  and  agam  revived  by  the 
noble  Ibrd,— That  the  Speaker  can  know 
nothing  of  what  passes  in  a  committee, 
either  as  to  the  proceedings  or  as  to  the 
reasons  upon  which  the  proceeding  is 
founded  ;«-in  the  first  place,  it  is  strictly 
his  duty  to  be  there  "  as  Speaker/'  and  to 
be  conusant  of  all  that  passes,  although  by 
indulgence  \i\s  absence  may  be  excused; 
and  it  is  so  much  his  duty  to  be  present, 
that  if  necessary  he  may  (as  has  happened 
in  my  own  time)  upon  his  own  observation 
of  what  is  passing,  and  upon  hb  own  re- 
sponsibility, take  the  chair  «'  as  Speaker'' 
without,  the  leave  of  the  House,  to  put  an 
end  to  any  disorder  that  may  arise  in  the 
committee. 

But  beyond  tbb,  it  is  rn  every  parlia- 
mentary sense,  known  to  the  Speiaker, "  as 
such,"  that  any  Bill  has  been  committed ; 
that  the  Bill  has  not  come  out  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  in  the  committee  book  he  will 
find  recorded  the  exact  proceeding  upon 
which  the  Bill  came  to  its  end ;  for  the 
committee  books,  made  up,  and  preserved 
id  doe  series,  are  of  the  same  authority,  ki 
their  degree  of  impdrtance,  as  the  Journal 
book  itself;  aAd  the  modern  usage  of 
printing  only  the  latter,  does  not  annihi- 
late the  authority  of  the  former. 

Upon  such  a  teehdical  objection,  con- 
tradicted by  theory  and  fact,  I  should  not 
have  ei^pected  that  any  person,  versed  in 
the  forms  of  parliament,  would  have  at- 
tempted to  raise  up  the  pretence  of  on 
argument. 

At  to  the  condudtng  part  of  the  para- 
graph now  under  consideration,  stating 
the  general  disposition  of  parliament,  '*  to 
grant  religious  toleration ;"  this  disposi- 
tion bad  been  recently  exemplified  by  that 
•tbtr  Bill  upon  the  s§me  subject,  passed 


at  the  dose  of  the  same  sestton ;  by  which* 
Roman  Catholics  to  whom  the  larger 
relief  had  not  been -granted,  bad  never* 
tbeless  been  placed  upon  a  more  perfect 
footing  of  toleration  than  they  bad  before 
enjoyed. 

And  the  subject  of  concession  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  having  bfen  thus  neces* 
sarily  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
sovereign  by  this  latter  Bill,  the  line  by 
which  parliament  had  limited  the  provi-^ 
sions  of  this  particular  measure,  was  made 
the  more  clear  and  distinct,  by  previously 
pointing  out  the  larger  extent  to  which  it 
had  not  thought  fit  to  proceed. 

Such  a  statement  of  the  whole  of  these 
proceedings,  and  their  result,  appeared 
also  to  be  more  suitably  addressed  to  (he 
lovereign,  this  House  having  previously 
informed  him  of  their  resolution  to  enter 
upon  this  subject;  and  his  prerogatives  and 
duties  being  highly  concerned  in  all  mea- 
sures which  regulate  the  qualifications  re- 
quired by  law  ifor  executing'  the  political 
powers  and  jurisdictions  of  the  realm. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  now  before  the 
House,  I  humbly  submit  to  its  considera* 
tion; 

That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons  is  authorized  by  the  usage  of  parlia* 
ment,  on  presenting  Money  Bills  at  the 
close  of  a  session,  to  address  the  sovereign 
upon  the  result  of  any  of  those  proceed- 
ings which  have  principally  employed  the 
attention  of  the  Commons  during  the 
course  of  the  session:  that  the  political 
importance  of  those  proceedings,  and  iho 
length  of  time  and  attention  which  they 
may  have  occupied,  are  to  be  the  just  cri- 
terion of  his  selection;  and  that  where 
any  Bill  is  passed,  upon  any  part  of  a  sub- 
ject important  in  itself,  it  becomes  more 
especially  his  doty  to  explain  the  whole 
proceedings  belonging  to  it,  in  their  true 
extent  and  effect. 

Great  names  and  long  experience  have 
sanctioned  these  opinions;  with  these 
guides  and  lights  it  mi^ht  have  been  pre- 
somed  that  the  path  of  duty  was  plain  and 
safe;  and  by  showing  that  I  have  eon- 
formed  to  these  authorities,  I'  trust  that 
enough  has  been  done  to  establish  my 
justiilcation. 

Upon  the  noble  lord's  proposition  how- 
ever, as  a  prospective  role,  it  is  not  foi'  ait 
to' sway  the  deliberation  of  the  House,  or 
to  dwell  at  large  upon  th^  broad  and  ma- 
nifest distinction  between  the  rules  which, 
are  necessary  for  protecting  the  freedoAt 
of  our  debates,  during  the  continuance  oC' 
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a  tettion,  «nd  tboM  which  are  to  govern 
the  hittoricat  narratife  of  iu  proceMingt« 
when  the  sestion  is  come  to  its  end. 

But  nevertheless,  upon  this,  as  upon  all 
other  duties  of  the  Speaker's  office,  if  the 
House,  which  has  hitherto  ibiibome  to  jgiw^ 
him  any  special  directions,  should  under- 
take to  lay  down  new  regulations,  or  give 
a  new  interpretation  to^esMstinfp  rules,  pre* 
scribing  narrower  limits  to  iiis  delegated 
authority,  and  abridging  the  discretionary 
power  with  which  be  has  been  hitherto 
intrusted,  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  weigh 
well  the  necet*sity  or  expediency  of  any 
such  regulations;  and  if  such  regulations 
shall  be  established,  it  will  be  for  him  to 
conform  to  any  such  commands  with  the 
most  implicit  obedience. 

For  myself  I  have  only  to  add,  with  my 
humble  thanks  to  the  House  for  their  indul* 
gent  bearing,  that  in  considering  the  duty 
which  I  had  to  discharge  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  1  saw  the 
proceedings  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims  amongst  the  most  important  in 
character,  and  the  longest  under  discus- 
aion ;  1  conceived  it  therefore  to  be  in* 
combent  on  me  to  state  the  result;  and  that 
statement  I  made. 

If  in  this  transaction  my  conduct  shall 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  House,  even 
by  any  indirect  or  implied  vote  of  censure, 
I  shall  deeply  indeed  lament  it  as  a  heavy 
misfortune;  but  I  shall  sund  for  ever 
wholly  acquitted  to  my  own  conscience, 
from  any  intention  to  do  otherwise  than 
execute  with  firmness  and  fidelity  what 
appeared  to  my  understanding  to  be  a 
doty  which  I  owed  to  the  House,  whose 
servant  I  am^  and  to  the  nation,  whose  re« 
presentatives  we  all  are. 

I  now  deliver  op,  without  fear/  though 
not  without  concern,  the  consideration  of 
my  conduct,  which  the  noble  lord  has 
thought  fit  to  arraign,  and  upon  which  this 
House  is  substantially  called  upon  to  do- 
jclare  its  judgment. 

Mr.  WldSntd  said,  he  felt  himself  call- 
ed upon,  not  only  to  make  some  observa* 
tiona  on  the  Addresa  which  Mr.  Speaker 
liad  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  on  certain  expressions  which 
were  contained  in  the  speech  which  the 
HoQte  had  just  heard.  He  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  remained  of  the  same  opinion  now, 
mSut  he  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  right 
Jion.  gentleman  (imbued,  as  it  was,  with 
jdl  ihe  leanihig  he  had  collected  on  the 
aul^t),  as  he  bid  formed  before  it  was 
delivered.    With  all  tha  respect  be  felt  for 


the  right  hon.  gentleman's  functions,  as 
Speaker— •with  all  the  esteem  he  felt- for 
him,  individually,  as  a  man— i>he  still  re- 
mained of  opinion,  tha(  he  had  no  autho- 
rity, indirectly  from  precedent,  nor  di« 
neclly  from  that  House«  to  make  the  com* 
munication  which  «(betng,as  he  had  him- 
self staled,  the  servant  of  that  House)  he 
had  done  to  the  throne,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session  of  parliament.*— In  thusacting, 
he  had  transgressed  the  bounds  of  his 
duty;-«and  therefore,  he  must  contend, 
that  the  communication  he  bad  thought  fit 
to  make  was  not  authentic.  It  was  need- 
less for  him,  nor  was  that  the  time,  after 
the  number  of  years  during,  which  the 
House  had  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  the  chair,  to  pay 
him  those  high  compliments  which  were 
due  to  his  abilities,  and  which,  on  other 
occasions,  he  (Mr.  WhitbreadJ  bad  not 
withheld.  His  doty  now  impelled  him  to 
pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct :  he  was 
obliged  to  address  the  ricrht  hon.  gentle- 
man in  other  terms  /--and,  in  doing  so,  he 
cpuld  only  wish,  that  his  observations  had 
been  directed  to  any  other  person.  H» 
Cielt,  as  the  right  hon!  gentleman  seemed  to 
do,  that  some  cause  of  complaint^  if  not  ol , 
direct  accusation,  should  bate  been  ad* 
vanced  against  him  in  the  motion, on  which 
the  Hou»e  would  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  coming  to  a  clear  determination.  But» 
what  was  matter  of  more  concern,  ho 
thought  that  that  House,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  people  of  England,  should 
have  a  charge  before  them,  as  direct  aa 
words  could  make  it;  including  every 
one  of  those  particulars,  which,  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  appeared  of  little 
moment,  hot  which,  to  him,  seemed  preg-> 
nant  with  matter  of  very  great  aggrava- 
tion. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  al- 
luded, as  was  anticipated  in  the  eloquent, 
manly,  constitutional  speech  of  his  (Mc 
Whitbread's)  noble  friend,  to  the  autho- 
rity of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow.  Frojn  his 
treasures,  it  appeared,  he  had  made  a  se- 
lection ;  but  he  was  not  the  only  person 
who  had  had  access  to  them.  Mr.  Hat- 
sell  also  had  recourse  to  these  papers; 
and  in  availing  himself  of  Mr.  Speaker 
Onslow's  knowledge,  be  had,  somehow  or 
other,  omitted  that  strange  and  particular 
speech  which  Mr.  Onslow  intended  to 
have  made,  but  never  did  make,  at  the  bar 
of  the  Hous^  of  Lords.  He  should  like  to 
peruse  that  speech,  which  never  bsd  seen 
the  light,  which  Mr.  Hatseli  had  not  used, 
and  which,  as  it  was  stated,  did  not  appear 
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to  hi^  to  bear  upon  th6  cise.  In  sUtingr 
the  reason  why  that  speech  wat  not  spoken, 
he  thought  the  rfght  hon.  gentlen^an  had 
gone  too  far.  He  obs^rred,  that  it  ^as 
not  delivered ;  and  then  he  proceeded  to 
tell  ttie  House  the  reason  why.  But  if  be 
had  intended  to  speak  it,  might  not  his 
fbrbearance  have  arisen  from  an  after-con- 
sideration, that  such  a  cotirse  was  entirely 
unconstitutional  ? — As  the  motives  which 
led  to  Mr.  Speaker  Onstow^s  determination 
were  tbiis  unknown,  he  conceited  that  he 
was  justified  in  dismissing  the  precedent. 
He  would  next  notice  the  precedent  from 
fbe  other  side  of  the  water-^fi'om  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons.— Now,  the 
speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Speaker  Foster, 
whom  he  was  happy  to  see  in  his  place, 
was  not  at  all  analogous  to  that  deli- 
vered by  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  who 
had  informed  the  Prince  Regent,  then 
supporting  the  dignity  of'  the  crown,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had  eintertained 
certain  measures,  which  were  defeated^— 
Ind  he  stated  the  reason  which  occasioned 
that  defeat.-p-Now,  in  the  first  place,  did 
Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  at  any  time,  give 
^ch  an  intimation  to  the  crown  ?  Even 
in  that  speech,  in  which  (be  right  hon. 
gentleman  observed  he  had  taken  so  wide 
a  scope,  and  travelled  so  far,  by  land  and 
sea,  on  the  afimirs  of  Europe,  in  1745,  did 
he  r\ot  conclude,  by  observing  that  these 
wei;e  the  inducements  which  led  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bills  then  presented  by 
him  ?  |n  one  instance,  indeed,  his  conduct 
Was  somewhat  different — that  was,  where 
he  spoke  of  an  investigation  into  the  situa- 
tion of  certain  pfficers,  which  terminated 
in  an  Address.  As  to  the  second  prece- 
dent, it  was  still  less  to  the  point.  Mr. 
IBpeaker  Foster,  in  the  Irish  House  of  Com* 
mons,  according  to  the  opinions  he  was 
well  known  to  entertain  on  the  subject  of 
Catholic  emancipation^  stated  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  the  wealth, 
improvement,  agriculture,  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  kingdom,  depended  on  pre- 
serving the  Protectant  ascendancy  in  ire- 
land.  But  he  did  not  tell  the  lord  lieu- 
tenant, exercising  the  authority  of  the 
crown  in  that  country,  that  certain  mea- 
sures had  been  proposed  in  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons — that  they  were  defeated, 
and  the  reasons  which  occasioned  that  de» 
feat.  He  would  recommend  to  any  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  that  authority,  as 
quo»^d,  was  likely  to  have  the  smallest 
weight,  to  read  the  short  speech  of  Mr« 
Speaker  Foster^   tndj  if  he  cookl  point 
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out  any  single  word  which  conveyed  in* 
formation  similar  to  that  given  in  iht 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he 
would  willingly  acknowledge  that  he  Was 
in  error.  Some  of  his  hon.  fi'iende  had 
suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  having 
that  speech  read  from  the  Journals  of  th« 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  as  it  would  place 
the  subject  in  a  much  clearer  point  of 
view,;  and,  although  he  did  not  intend 
originally  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
by  such  a  proceeding,  yet  he  now  cen« 
eeived  it  proper  to  accede  to  their  wishes. 

£The  Speech  was  here  read;  which^ 
afier  adverting  to  the  spirited  endeavours 
made  by  parjiament  to  prevent  the  in- 
crease of  the  natiimal  debt,  proceeded  to^ 
notice  the  degree  of  prosperity  and  weakh^ 
never  before  experienced^  which  the  na- 
tion then  enjoyed  ;  but  which  wouM  soot 
cease,  if  not  cherished  and  maintBined  by 
that  admirable  constitution,  which  protectt 
ed  the  liberty  and  property  of  every  clms^ 
of  Society.  The  preservation  of  that  con« 
stitution  was  always  the  great  object  of 
their  care ;  and  nothing  was  so  essential 
to  its  preservation,  as  the  support  of  that 
Protestant  ascendancy,  by  which  tho 
crown  of  these  realms  was  conferred  on 
the  House  of  Brunswick.] 

Mr.  Whitbread  proceeded  to  say,  that 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Foster  having  been 
read,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  ho 
called  upon  any  gentleman  who  then 
heard  him,  to  shew  any  part  of  it  by 
which  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  could  be  justified.  •  All  that  Mu 
Foster  said,  was,  that  the  only  means  of 
preserving  the  blessings  which  the  coon* 
try  enjoyed  was.  to  mainuin  the  Protea* 
tant  ascendancy  inviolate.  He  did  not 
Inform  *  Che  lord  lieutenant,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  informed  the  throne, 
that  the  state  had  been  endangered  by 
certain  measures,  which  were  intended  to 
give  the  Roman  Catholics  the  right  to  sit 
in  parliament ;  but  which  had  been  do* 
feated  by  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
thought  it  inexpedient  to  alter  the  Protest 
tant  constitution  of  the  empire.  There 
was  not  one  point  of  ground.  In  th'e  whole 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Foster's  speech,  on  wbick 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  conduct  cooM 
stand.  There  was  another  point,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  treated  with 
much  levity  in  his  speech  delifiefed  that 
night,  but  which  appeared  to  him  (Mn 
Whitbread)  of  so  much  importance,  tl^al 
it  formed  part  of  the  amendment  which 
he  iatended  to  propose  to  the  motiMi  of 
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kit  noble  friend.  The  pterage  to :  which 
he  alluded,  was  that  wherein  the  right 
hon.  geniieraan  suted,  that  he  was>^aa 
Speaker^  bound  in  doty  to  attend  the  eom- 
Bsittees  of  that  Hoiue,  and«  if  necessary,  to 
restore  order,  in  that  capacity.  But  he 
should  hate  recollected  the  description 
M^ich  Mr.  Hatseli  had  given  of  the  sitQa<^ 
iioo  of  Speaker*  The  individual  holding 
that  office  was  the  only  member  exempt 
lirom  attendance  on  committees— he  was 
the  only  member  who  conk)  not  be  com- 
pelled to  appear  ;  contrary  to  the  roles 
vy  which  every  other  member  was  bound, 
the  Speaker  could  not  be  forced  to  come 
forward  to  give  his  vote.  He  wovid  refer 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  his  own  text- 
book—he wonM  refer  him  to  Mr.  Hatsell 
•—for  this  doctrine.  He  was  not  oblige^ 
to  attend  committees;  and,  if  he  did  ap« 
pear,  be  could  only  vote  as  a  private 
member— he  was  not  recognised  in  any 
^her  capacity.  The  Speaker>  on  such 
occasions^  was  supposed  to  be  in  his  pri- 
jvate  room ;  and«  on  a  division,  he  was  not 
expected  to  come  oet  of  it.— The  right 
lion;  gentleman,  when  the  CathoHc  BiH 
was  before  the  House,  did,  for  the  first  time, 
think  propertocomeoutof  his  private  room, 
^e  meant  to  speak  technically.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  delivered  his  opinion. 
It  was  strange,  that  he  had"  not  taken  part 
in  the  debMes  at  a  former  time,  when 
party  feelings  were  earned  to  a  height 
never  befiw^  known  in  this^coontry— to 
a  height,  which  those  who  bad  witnessed 
the  debates  in  that  ^oose  never  could 
forget.  If  Che  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
then  stated  hit  sentiments— rf  he  had  then 
endeavoured  to  assuage  the  acrimony  of 
party,  and  to  restore  order-— it  might  have 
been  of  use*  But  he  never  delivered  his 
sentiments  on  that  measure  which  was  now 
called  tbe  doke  of  Norfolk's  Bill ;  but 
which,  in  1807,  when  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman filled  the  chair,  bore  the  name  of  a 
noble  relative  of  his  (vtsconnt  Howick, 
now  earl  Qrey),  and  which  occasioned  the 
dissolotion  of  the  adminlstraiion  of  that 
day.  He  contended,  that  aa  Speaker,  the 
right  hon.  gentkman  could  not,  except  by 
way  of  instractton  from  the  efattirmun  of  a 
committee,  be  pat  in  possession  of  the 
circumstances  which  occurred  in  that 
committee.  And  such  were  the  extraor- 
dinarjF  proceedings  of  that  parttc^ilar  eom- 
mittee  which  sat  npon  the  CsLiholic  Bill, 
thait  even  firom  the  chairman  he  could  not 
kave  received  any  information.  The 
Hooie  of  CkMnmonii  after  long^UbtMm 


and  mature  reilectiea«  lent  the  CmhoHe' 
Bill  to  a  committee.  By  a  roajerity  mt 
four,  the  clanse  which  gave  tbe  Bomaa 
Catholics  a  right  to  sit  in  parliament  was 
lost ;  the  right  hon.  gentleman  being  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  it.  When  he 
reseoaed  the  chair,  no  report  was  made  te 
him'  from  that  committee :  there  was  not, 
therefore,  any  proceeding  befqre  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  which  be  had  a  right 
to  act»  when  he  declared  that  tbe  Bill  was 
defirated.  Tbe  Bill,  at  the  time  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  made  tbe  statement,  wae 
in  existence  and  alive.  (Hear,  hear  !)— 
Was  this,  then,  an  authentic  expontion  6f 
the  sentiments  of  the  House?  Did  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  not  knew— >coold  he  pre* 
tend  notte  know,  that  the  Bill  had  not  ez« 
pired  ?— (Lead  cries  of  Hear !  and  Order ! 
fl^om  the  ministerial  beaches.)  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  observed,  that  he  was  called  upon 
to  speak  out,  and  he'woeld  speak  eot. 
Could  the  right  hon.  gentleman  explain 
the  motives  on  which  every  individual 
acted  on  that  occasion  ?  If  in  1^07,  the 
right  hen.  gentleman  had  stated  that  the 
provisions  of  lord  Howick's  Bill  were  re* 
jectedi  becaose  they  would  ef>danger  the 
constitution— those  provisions  which  wete 
since  happily  introduced  in  the  dkike  ^ 
Norfolk's  Bill,  those  provisions  now  passed 
in  England,  and  so  long  promised  to  th^ 
Catholics*  of  Ireland — would  that^  have 
been  a  fair  exposition  of  the  sentiments  dP 
that  House  ?  And,  when  Mr.  Speaker 
Foster  made  his  exposition  on  the  neces- 
sity of  the  Protestant  ascendancy  in  Ire» 
land,  had  he  in  his  contemplation,  that, 
in  the  very  next  session  of  the  Irish  parlia* 
asent)  some  of  those  concessions  were 
granted  to  the  Catholics,  and  were  passed 
into  a  law,  which  had  been  previoesly  re- 
used ?  (Hear,  hear  1)  This  proved  the  im- 
propriety of  adyertinff  to  measures,  which 
were  only  laid  aside  ror  a  moment ;  which 
might  be  introduced,  snccessfuHy  intro- 
duced, in  a  very  short  time  after  their  defeat 
was  annoenced.  As  a  private  member, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  certainly  had  a 
right  to  speak  in  a  committee ;  but  as 
Speaker  be  had  no  right  afterwards  td 
mention  what  had  passed.  He  had  no 
right  whatever  to  make  the  exposition  he 
bM  done,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
considered  a  violation  of  duty,  from  be- 
ginning to  end— (Hear,  hear  1)— aggra- 
vated by  the  situation  in  which  kfi  was 
placed.'  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
footed  Mr.  Hatsell.  He  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
«mil4  rafer  hiaa  to  that  pan  of  it,  ifshera 
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the  answer  of  Mr.  Speaker  Lehthall  was  to 
be  found,  who,  when  king  Charles  de- 
manded the  fire  obnoxious  members, 
answered,  ''  I  hare  neither  eyes  to  see, 
ears  to  hear,  nor  tongue  to  irpeak,  but  as 
the  House  directs.''  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's conduct  had  been  very  different-^ 
it  differed  essentially  from  that  which 
ahould  be  the  conduct  of  every  Speaker. 
He  had  used  his  ears  to  hear,  and  his  eyes 
to  see,  as  a  priyate  member  of  parliament ; 
and  used  his  tongue,  as  Speaker,  to  give 
utterance  to  that  which  he  had  no  right 
to  state.  (Hear,  heiir,  hear !)  This  was  the 
view  he  bad  taken  of  that  part  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman's  speech*  If  be  applied 
himself  to  the  other  topics  contained  in  it, 
be  might  join  hts  noble  friend  in  praising 
tbe  eloquence  with  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  descanted  on  the  brilliant 
achievements  of  oar  army,  which  bad  so 
frequently  demanded  the  thanks  of  the 
House— those  recorded  congratulations 
citlled  forth  by  great  events— and  now 
bappily  terminated  by  the  glory  of  the 
allied  arms,  and  by  the  more  transcondant 
glory  of  moderation.  Here  he  was  willing 
to  give  every  praise,  that  nervous  elo- 
quence, employed  on  a  subject  most  grate- 
nil  to  all  their  hearts,  so  well  deserved— 
be  might  even  overlook  the  observations 
on  the  new  .financial  arrangements,  which, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think, 
would  produce  efiects  even  beyond  the 
comprehension  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
JExcbequer,  or  of  any  other  of  his  Msjes- 
ty's  ministers.  (A  laugh.)  But,  when  he 
considered  that  part  of  the  speech  which 
had  occasioned  the  present  discussion,  he 
found  what  he  never  could  conceive  to  be 
any  thing  but  a  direct  violation  of  doty, 
and  which,  therefore,  deserved  the  severest 
censure.  As  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
bad  expressed  some  dissatisfaction,  be- 
cause a  direct  resolution  was  not  moved  on 
the  present  occasion,  be  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
would  now  submit  one,  as  an  Amendment^ 
which,  he  believed,  was  couched  in  terms 
sufficiently  direct.     He  then  moved— 

*«That  all  the  words  after  the  word 
'  That'  be  omitted,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing*  **  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
Mr.  SpeaJcer  did,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  communicate  to  bis  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  certain  pro* 
ceedings  of  (his  House,  had  in  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  relative  to  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Cstholic  sobjecU,  which 
did  not  terminate  in  any  act  done  by  this 


House;  and  did  at  the  same  time  inform 
his  Royal  Highness  of  the  motives  and 
reasons  which  he,  Mr.  Speaker,  assumed  to 
have  influenced  the  membeirs  of  the  House 
voting  in  committee,  in  their  determina- 
tion thereupon ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  this  speech  so  addressed  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,,  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  was  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  of 
which  he  is  chosen  guardian  and  pro- 
tector." 

Mr.  Crtevey  seconded  Mr.  Whitbread's 
Amendment. 

Mr.  Banka  lamented;  that  the  hon.  gen« 
tieman  who  had  just  sat  down  bad  not 
scrupled  to  charge  the  Speaker,  in  distinct 
language,  with  a  gross  violation  of  his 
doty  and  of  the  privileges  of  that  House^ 
in  consequence  of  a  line  of  proceeding 
which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Bankes)  per- 
fectly ccpsbtent  with  the  established 
usages  of  parliament.  The  ground  laid 
for  this  charge  wu,  that  the  proceedings 
on  the  Catholic  question,  to  which  tbia 
Speaker  in  bis  address  to  the  throne  bad 
alluded,  had  not  produced  any  positive  * 
result  But  he  conceived,  that  all  those 
questions  on  which  the  House  had  ,  em- 
ployed much  of  their  time  and  attention, 
whether  relating  to  matters  of  a  foreign  or 
domestic  nature— to  business  begun  or 
concluded,  were  proper  topics  for  the 
Speaker  to  Ailarge  upon  at  the  terminal 
tion  of  the  session.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Hatsetl,  than  whom  a  higher  au- 
thority could  not  be  referred  to ;  and  in 
looking  over  the  different  facu  and  cases 
with  what  attention  he  was  able  to  be- 
slow  upon  them,  he  had  found  him  strictly 
borne  out  in  this  conclusion.  It  had  in- 
deed been  stated,  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tinct instance  of  a  rejected  proposition 
having  been  introduced  as  a  subject  of 
comment  in  any  such  address  to  the 
throne^  But  more  than  this  had  been 
proved,  instances  of  still  greater  latitude 
had  been  brought  forward,  in  which  a  re- 
ference had  been  made  to  measures  not 
even  begun  upon,  but  merely  in  futoro 
contemplation.  An  bbjection  on  which 
much  stress  bad  been  laid  was,  that  the 
Speaker  was  not  bound  to  appear  in  a 
committee  ;— but  he  wias  not  excluded 
from  being  present ;  and  if  so»  was  he, 
as  soon  as  it  was  over,  and  he  resamed.the 
chair^  to  shot  up  his  understanding  to  all 
that  had  passed,  and  to  become  suddenly 
blind  ana  deaf  ?  Was  there  i^ny  precedent 
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in  support  of  tfais  argametit  ?  Or  was  lord 
GreDville  to  blame,  becaose  in  an  import- 
ant and  momentons  qoestioo  before  a 
comnvittee,  at  the  time  he  was  Speaker, 
he  had  risen  and  taken  part  in  the  debate? 
[Hear,  hear,  from  Mr.  Whitbread.]— -Be- 
tides, whether  the  Speaker  were  supposed 
to  be  present  or  not,  the  proceedings  of  a 
cofumiuee  were  regularly  inserted  in  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  and  the  Speaker 
could  not  possibly  remain  ignorant  of  the 
contents  of  those  official  records  of  which 
he  had  the  chief  jurisdiction.  Again,  it 
was  insinuated,  that  the  speech  of  Mr. 
V>nslow,  which  had  been  intended  to  be 
spoken,  and  was  not  spoken,  had'  been 
omitted,  because,  on  reflection,  he  had 
discovered  its  impropriety.  But  suppose 
(which  was  the  fact)  that  this  speech  had 
been  found  with  an  indorsement  in  the 
name  hand  on  the  back,  "  Not  delivered 
because  the  king  was  not  present,^'  would 
not  this  be  as  good  authority  for  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Onslow  on  the  subject,  as 
if  it  had  been  actoally  delivered  ?  He 
(Mr.  Bankes)  could  not  think  that  any 
thing  had  been  advanced  to  justify  either 
the  censure  proposed  in  Mr.  Whitbreiul't 
amendment,  or  the  original  motion  of  the 
noble  lord.  It  was  incumbent  on  those 
who  wished  to  introduce  a  novelty  of  toch 
a  nature  as  was  implied  in  the  propoaed 
restriction  of  the  discretionary  power  of 
the  Speaker  on  these  occasions,  to  shew 
tome  great  inconvenience  which  bad 
arisen,  or  was  likely  to  arise,  from  the 
abuse  of  it.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  ap* 
peared.  It  was  pretended,  that  the  tole- 
ration of  this  practice  might  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  debate.  But  there  was  an 
fmporunt  distinction  which  gentlemen  did 
not  attend  to,  between  business  pending 
before  the  House,  and  bqliness  finished,  as 
it  always  must  be  at  the  end  of  a  session. 
The  address  delivered  by  the  Speaker  to 
the  sovereign  could  not  therefore  interfere 
with  the  freedom  of  discossion,  as,  by  the 
supposition,  all  discussion  must  be  at  an 
end.  The  general  question  was  simply, 
this.  Whether  gentlemen  would  argue,  that 
no  negatived  motion  could  ever  be  made  a 
subject  of  allusion  in  the  speech  to  the 
throne.  But  would  any  one  say,  that  if  the 
East  India  Bill,  which  had  occupied  so 
much  of  their  attention  last  year.  Lad  not' 
been  completed,  it  would  have  been  im- 
proper to  make  any  communication  on 
that  important  subject  to  the  throne  ?  The 
hon.  member  concluded  with  saying,  that, 
when  both  the  motion  and  ajnewJment 


were  disposed  of,  he  thought  the  Housa 
should  come  to  some  specific  statement  oa 
the  subject;  and  he  read  a  Resolution 
which  he  had  drawn  up  on  the  occasion : 

''  That  it  has  been-  customary  for  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  on  presenting  the 
Bills  of  Supply  at  the  close  of  a  sesstoa 
(the  King  being  present  on  the  throne),  to 
noiake  a  speech  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  recapitulating  the  principal  objects 
which  have  employed  the  attention  of  the 
Commons  during  their  sitting,  withoat  re^ 
ceiving  any  instructions  from  the  House  as 
to  the  particular  topics,  or  in  what  manner 
he  should  express  himself;  and  that  no- 
thing has  occurred  which  calls  for  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  this  House  for  thtf 
regulation  of  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker, 
either  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  or 
elsewhere." 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wym  said,  it  vrould  bava 
been  more  pleasant  to  his  feelings,  could 
he  have  reconciled  it  to  his  public  doty, 
to^bave  remained  silent ;  but  when  he  wit- 
nessed such  a  qoeation,  when  be  saw  a 
role  about  to  be  laid  down  for  the  guid- 
ance of  fatnre  Speakers,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
doty  to  give  his  opinion*  An  attempt 
had  been  made  by  the  last  speaker  to  jus- 
tify the  whole  of  the  Speech  which  gave 
rise  to  the  proceeding  in  debate;  and 
that  hon.  geatlemao  bad  slipped  in  a  word 
as  of  the  greatest  importance — **  at  tha 
close  of  a  session."  He  should  be  glad 
to  be  informed  how  the  Speaker  could 
know  that-  it  would  be  the  close  of  the 
session.  A  speech  might  be  addressed  to 
the  throne  at  any  time  when  the  House  of 
Commons  shonld  be  called  to  attend  it; 
add  therefore  it  might  have  happened, 
that  the  observations  which  were  mada 
might  have  occurred  at  any  other  period 
of  the  session.  It  had  undoubtedly  been 
the  custom  from  time  immemorial  to  ad- 
dress the  crown  on  presenting  any  Bills 
of  subsidy,  but  never  on  any  other  Bills. 
It  was  true  that  on  some  occasidns 
Speakers  had  entered  into  a  wide  field  of 
observation,  and  launched  into  a  descrip- 
tion of  foreign  and  domestic  policy ;  but 
no  opinion  had  ever  been  given  as  to 
those  Acts  which  had  passed  the  House, 
far  less  on  those  which  bad  remained  in- 
complete. It  was  well  known,  that  ona . 
House  of  Parliament  had  never  been  made 
the  seat  of  record  for  the  other ;  and  no 
infonnation  of  their  proceedings  was 
therefore  to  be  given,  unless  it  were  such 
as  should  be  indispensably  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  given,  in  demanding  the 
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reyml  atient  to  a  Bill  of  vMidy.  the 
hoD.  gentleman  cooC«Rde4,  that  the  speech 
of  dM  Speaker  was  cakuiated  to  8iip#r8ede 
the  oeceetky.of  addresses.  It  baa  ne^er 
been  the  custom  to  allade  to  Bills  which 
were  incomplete ;  and  soch  a  practice  was 
unaothoriaed  by  any  precedent.  In  the 
ipeeches  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  or  in- 
deed of  any  other  Speaker,  no  sittiilar  fact 
was  to  be  found.  Much  bad  been  said  of 
Hatsetl's  Precedents,  and  the  authorities 
contained  in  it  had  been  dwelt  on  with 
great  confidence;  but  it  should  be  re- 
membered tkat  it  was  not  a  book  that 
could  be  relied  on  as  a  great  constitutional 
authority  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  a  work  that 
would  be  found,  by  those  who  examined 
It,  to  be  very  incomplete.  In  former 
times,  several  members  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  for  informing  the 
king  of  what  had  been  done  by  other 
members  in-  that  House,  even  after  th^ 
aessioa  had  closed;  and,  iqdeed.  Bills 
might  go  over  from  session  to  sessioo,^a8 
was  the  case  when  they  were  left  in  coin- 
miuees,  and  Uken  up  in  that  stage  a 
•econd  time.  The  Bill  to  which  the 
Speaker  had  alluded  had  not  been  nega* 
tived ;  but  those  who  were  fiivourable  to 
it  had,  in  qommittee,  moved  the  chairman 
out  of  the  chair;  aiid  therefore  the  pro- 
bability was,  that  the  Bill  would  be  re- 
produced. He  had  not  anticipated  that 
the  distinction  between  that  knowledge 
acquired  by  the  Speaker  in  his  public 
quality,  and  that  which  he  had  obtained 
in 'a  private  manner,  would  have  been 
treated  with  so  much  levity.  He  was  sure 
the  distinction  was  an  important  one,  and 
such  as  ooeht  to  have  l>een  attended  to. 
If  the  Speaker  was  at  liberty  to  speak  of 
those  measures  which  were  not  completed, 
the  crown  would  be  at  liberty  to  remark 
on  them— if  the  crown  was  enabled  to  an- 
ewer  to  the  statement  of  the  Speaker,  it 
might  dwell  on  those  impevfect  measures, 
and  of  course  censure  them  as  much  as  it 
pleased  ;  the  House  woald  see  the  incon- 
venience to  which  this  would  lead.  The 
hoo.  gentleman  then  passed  an  eulogy  oo 
the  character  of  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  said, 
although  the  speech  delivered  by  him  was 
highly  reprehensible,  the  error  was  one  of 
misconception,  rather  than  of  corrupt  or 
interested  motives ;  and  therefore,  though 
be  was  prepared  to  go  the  length  of  the 
original  proposition^  he  cooldnot  vote  for 
the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 
Mr.  Bom  said,  neither  the  manner  n«r 
mati^r  of  the  original  p^positioii  was  qb- 


fitting  to  the  character  of  the  noble  mover, 
who  appeared  to  have  been  actuated  bv  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  and,  indeed,  nothing 
like  unkindness  had  ever  been  manifested 
by  him.  He  could  not  but  think  the  sub* 
ject  of  considerable  importance ;  nor 
could  he  refrain,  notwithstanding  what 
had  fallen  from  so  many  able  characterS| 
from  oflRsring  his  humble  opinion  upon  it. 
That  the  noble  mover  had  also  thought  the 
topic  to  be  one  of  great  magnitude,  was 
efident,  from  the  early  period  ,of  the 
session  at  which  he  had  gi? en  notice  of  hit 
motion.  It  was,  indeed,  rather  unfortu- 
nate, that  the  discussion  had  not  com^  on 
at  an  earlier  period ;  but  the  House  had 
been  so  unusually  thin  ever  since  the 
notice  had  been  given,  that  justice  coukt 
onl^  be  d6ne  to  the  topic  by  the  call 
which  had  now'taken  place.  For  himself^^ 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that 
what  the  Speaker  had  said,  appeared 
strictly  conformable  to  the  usages  and 
customs  of  that  House  in  all  periods.  If 
Mr.  Hatsell's  entries  and  statements  could 
be  supposed  to  be  precedents,  as  they 
cannot  be  denied  to  be,  the  House  might 
safely  rely  on  them.  The  learned  Speaker 
had  alluded  to  measures  which  had  been 
pending  in  that  House;  he  would  not 
undertake  to  say  that  he  had  spoken  on 
measucee  which  had  been  decided  on,  nor 
would  he  enter  on  a  discussion  whether  it 
would  not  have  been  more  safe  to  all  tide 
to  the  latter  than  to  the  former.  But 
would  any  body  aay,  that  it  was  not  noto* 
rious  and  certain,  that  when  the  Speaker 
goes  up  to  the  House  of  Lords,  the  session 
is  at  an  end  i  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  referred  to  the  occurrences  of  1661 
and  1602,  when  the  Speaker  spoke  on 
the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  non-con- 
formists, to  show,  that  Bills  which  could 
not  be  got  through  in  the  session  were 
spoken  of  to  the  throne,  although  suf- 
fered to  rest  till  the  next  session ;  and  he 
should  wish  to  ask,  whether  mora  danger 
was  not  to  be  apprehended  to  the  erowur 
from  telling  of  Bills  of  that  sort  which 
were  depending,  than  of  those  which  had 
^oneby?  If  he  were  to  state  to  the  House 
Uie  number  of  speeches  made  1^  diferent 
Speakers  at  the  times  in  qnestioo,  he  should 
tire  their  patience;  but  be  knew  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  whereon  the  Speaker  coukl 
-kwe  had  do  possible  authority  for  speak- 
iog.  Genvkmen  might  argoe,  that  the 
Sf^aker  had  no  right  to^eDver  his  senti« 
meats  on  snch  occasions  f  but  if  the 
HooaelpreBe  to  <aome  to  a  vtaoloUoa  of  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


107]         Mr.  SjfeaktrU  S^teck  to  ike  Prince  Regent.         April  22,  18 1 4. 


[49S 


m>Tt,  hk  duty  would  be  nmrrowed  beyonti 
Hiiy  principle  of  right  or  juatice.  Among 
ike  prtcedknts  to  wbicii  he  bad  alluded, 
were  those  of  1720  and  1721,  when  the 
HooM  was  occupied  with  the  South  Sea 
scbeaMk  When  the  parliament  met  in 
1721,  the  Speaker  made  a  variety  of  ob« 
servations  at  the  bar  of  the  u^per  Hooie» 
on  a  subject  which  filled  every  mind ;  he 
bad  tto  authority  for  what  he  said,  and  it 
turned  out  that  he  was  extremely  wrong 
in  his  surmises;  but  bis  conduct  waa  not 
called  in  question.  Would  any  gentle- 
man  say,  that  it  was  imprudent  in  a 
Speaker  to  inform  himself  of  what  is  going 
OB  in  the  House  ?  Is  not  the  mioute*book 
in  his  possession  for  tbis  very  purpose  ? 
'  Certainly  this  i«  the  ose  be  might  be  ex- 
pected lo  make  of  it?  He  (Mr.  Rose) 
could  see  ^o  analogy  whatever  between 
Mr<  Pitt,  in  1757,  taking  notice  of  what 
waa  passing. at  the  very  time  he  spoke, 
aad  the  present  Speaker  merely  adverting 
lo  what  had  eooe  by.  On  tbe  whole,  it 
speared  to  him,  that  in  what  had  been 
done  by  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  in  tbo 
cbaiff  was  implied  no  deficiency  of  de- 
ference to  the  House,  nor  was  it  otberwite 
iban  strictly  conformable  to  bis  duties  in 
parlianaeat.  He  trusted  that  it  had  been 
made  clearly  to  appear,  that  the  usage  was 
established ;  and  if  so,  nothing  coald  be 
More  unnecessary  than  a  vote  of  censbre. 

Mr.  F«  Dougias  rose,  but  spoke  in  so 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  bear  bim,  except  at  intervals.  He 
began  by  stating,  that  be  differed  from 
tbe  view  of  the  present  question  as  taken 
by  the  noble  lord,  and  considered  the 
Speaker  to  have  acted  in  conformity  not 
only  with  precedent,  but  the  usages  of 
parliament.  Tbe  beaten  track  of  prece- 
dknt  be  would  not  pursue;  but,  in  his 
humble  opiofion,  the  strongest  precedent 
that  bad  been  quoted,  was  that  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow  in  1745 ;  for  if  ever^bere 
was  an  occasion  in  which  the  sentiments.ef 
the  House  most  be  matter  of  conjecture,  that 
certainly  was  one.  With  regard  to  what 
the  Speaker  himself  had  deliver^  at  tbe 
Var  of  the  House  of  Lords  last  session,  it 
would  sarely  be  allowed,  thit  the  claims 
ytbo  Catholics  had  been  rejected  from  an 
adherence  to  those  laws  which  loade  tbe 
crown,  the  government,  and  the  porlia*^ 
^enl,  fbndatnentally  Protestant;  and 
therefiare  the  sentence  was  bistericaliy  cor- 
rect The  question  was  one  of  gveat  so* 
hNttnity^  for  it  involved  the  dignity  of  the 
House  ftaeif.    If  the  vole  of  ctnture  pro* 
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posed  by  an  hon.  member  passed,  it  could 
not.be  expected  that  the  Speaker  would 
retain  that  high  office  which  he  now  4xer* 
cist;d  so  benencially  for  tbe  House  and  for 
the  country  ;  they  were  to  consider,  there- 
fore, whether  they  wrould  run  tbe  risk  of 
losing  a  person  f^hose  services  were  so 
eminently  valuable.  If  he  had  even  com<* 
milted  an  error  in  this  single  instance, 
still  they  were  not  4o  forget  how  oflen  his 
jadgment  had  been  advantageously  exer-' 
cised  in  behalf  of  the  House  ;  if  be  had 
acted  firom  any  undue  bias,  still  they 
should  consider  bow  often  be  had  con« 
docted  himself  with  tbe  highest,  with 
the  moat  nnimpeacbable  integrity.— The 
single  instance  in  which  any  direct  cen* 
sure  of  the  House  had  been  passed  upon 
its  Speaker,  was  one  of  notorious  profii* 
gaicj ;  that  of  accepting  a  bribe,  he  be-' 
lieved ;  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  now 
afibrd  an  occasion  for  posterity  to  blend 
two  such  cli^cumstances  together,  and  let 
it.  stand  recorded,  that  tbe  only  cases  in 
which  they  had  censured  their  Speakers^ 
were,  in  the  one  instance,  upon  a  man  of 
determined  profligacy ;  and  in  the  others 
upon  an  individual  of  unblemished  honour^ 
and  incorroptible  integrity. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  and  Mr.  Rose  se- 
verally explained. 

Sir  John  Newfcrt  said,  that  in  the  consi^ 
deration  of  the  question  before  tbe  House^ 
tbe  principal  object  in  view  was,  to  guard 
the  future  deliberations  of  the  House  from 
the  exercise  of  an  influence  on  the  part 
of  the  crown  greater  than  it  ought  to 
have,  consistent  with  the  constitution  of 
the  country*  It  seemed  to  be  admitted 
en  all  bands,  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Speaker  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
Sessions,  waa  without  precedent^  either  on 
the  Journals  of  that  or  the  other  House  of 
Parliament;  ahboogh  it  bad  been  at« 
templed  to  be  urged,  that  a  precedent 
waa  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Speaker  of  the  Iri«h  House  of  Commons. 
He  denied  that  the  line  adopted  by  Mr. 
Foster  bora  out  the  inference  which  mem- 
bers had  endeavoured  to  draw  from  it 
that  night-^for  upon  coupling  the  terma 
of  that  gentleman's  speech  delivered  to 
the  throne,  with  the  events  which  follow- 
ed in  the  ensuing  sessions,  it  would  be 
seen,  that  the  House  did  not  go  along  with 
him  in  tbe  seutimentS'  which  he  uttered,, 
but  brought  in  a-  Bill  for  giving  the  elec- 
tive franchise  to  those  Very  persons  from 
whom,  he  congrafulaUKl  the  crown,  that 
it  hnd  been  withheld ;  so  that>  in  fact,  the  ^ 
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whole  transaction  In  the  Irish  parliament 
went  rather  to  contravene  than  con6rm 
the  right  of  the  Speaker  to  communicate 
circumstances  which  had  occurred  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  which  had  not 
received  the  sanction  of  a  Bill.  The  pre- 
cedents which  bad  been  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  George  Rose), 
had  been  principally  drawn  from  sir  £d* 
ward  Turner ;  but  whoever  looked  to  that 
time,  during  which  the  speeches  that 
*were  delivered  were  filled  with  the  most 
fuisdme  adulation,  would  not  be  disposed 
to  take  such  a  period  as  a  precedent  for 
their  present  proceedings.  If  the  exercise 
of  such  a  privilege  as  had  been  assumed 
by  the  Speaker  on  a  late  occasion  were 
allowed  to  pass  with  impunity,  it.  would 
require  only  one  step  more,  and  he  might 
inform  the  crown  which  side  of  the  House 
was  most  active,  or  what  individuals  most 
exerted. themselves  in  opposing  some  fa- 
vuurite  scheme  of  administration,  and  who 
might  thus  be  marked .  out  as  objects  of 
dniapprobation  by  the  crown.  The  pre- 
cedent thus  established,  the  name. of  the 
sovereign  would  next,  by  an  easy  transi- 
tion«  be  introduced,  to  overawe  their  de« 
bates,  and  iipp^e  ihat  constitutional  free- 
dom of  discussion  which  was  among  their 
most  valuable  privileges.  (Cries  of  Or- 
der!)^—He  thought  that  those  gentlemen 
who  cried  '  Order'  with  such  vociferation, 
would  b^st  consult  order  by  preventing 
the  executive  government  from  coming  in 
contact  with  that  House,  except  when 
called  upon  to  give  its  assent  or  negative 
to  any  question  which  might  be  submitted 
to  it  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 
To  that  limit  had  the  constitution  confined 
the  executive  power,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  never  be  otherwise  applied.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  saw  no  advantage  from  the 
exercise  of  the  privilege  at  present  vested 
in  the  Speaker ;  and  considered  that  the 
course  which  he  had  followed,  and  which 
bad  been  the  subject  of  very  proper  ani- 
madversion  that  night,  if  again  adopted, 
could  be  productive  of  no  essential  good, 
but  might  be  attended  with  the .  worst 
consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 
.  Mr..  J^  P,  Gram  expressed  his  regret, 
thai,  having  seldom  the  honour  to  address 
the  House,  it  should  now  be  his  painful 
task  99  do  so,  by  stating  to  the  Speaker, 
tbatjnhis  opinion,  he  had  failed  in  a  very 
essential  part  of  his  duty.  If  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  speech  delivered  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  prorogation 
«f  parliament  last  ieisioni  be  freely  con- 


fessed he  was  much  more  lurprised  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  Speaker  and 
those  who  had  espoused  his  cai^e,  had  at- 
tempted to  justify  and  explain  it.  The  , 
question  was,  in  itself,  perfectly  simple. 
There  existed  nO  direct  precedent  ana- 
logous to  it,  because.  Indeed,  the  present 
Speaker  was  the  first  who  bad  ever  thought 
it  his  duty  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
what  he  bad  not  been  instructed  to  do  by 
the  deliberate  and  solemn  sanction  of  the 
House.  Tjiere  were  two  privileges  of 
that  House  which  he  held  to  be  of  para- 
mount importance  to  its  vital  interests; 
one,  that  the  crown  should  not  interfere, 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  measures 
that  were  in  progress  through  it;  the 
other,  that  it  should  express  no  censure  or 
disapprobation  of  such  measures  as  had 
been  concluded.  For  himself,  be  bad  na 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  considered 
the  latter  privilege  as  the  more  valuable 
of  the  two ;  because  the  crown,  by  taking 
notice  of,  or  animadverting  upon  what 
any  member,  or  any  number  of  members, 
saidy  might  intimidate  others  from  pursu- 
ing the  strict  line  of  their  duty.  A  single 
reflection  would  illustrate  this  point. 
When  a  measure  had  passed  the  House,  it 
became  the  act  of  the  House ;  but  whe|i 
it  failed,  it  continued  to  be  the  member's; 
and,  unbacked  by  the  House,  he  ought 
not  to  be  left,  unconstitutionally  left,  to 
the  notice  and  animadversion  of  the 
crown.  This  doctrine  was  not  theoreti- 
cal ;  it  was  founded  upon  the  best  prac- 
tice of  the  best  times  of  our  history.  Il 
was  not  unfrequent  with  some  of  our  mo* 
narchs,  and  he  would  particularly  men- 
tion Elizabeth, .  who  constantly  practised 
It,  to  reply  to  the  speech  made  by  th^ 
Speaker :  and  suppose  his  royal  higbnesi. 
the  Prince  Regent  had  answered  the 
Speaker  at  the  close  of  last  session,  by 
expressing  his  displeasure  at  "  the  mo- 
mentous changes  proposed  for  our  consi- 
deration," it  would  have  been  a  high 
breach  of  their  privileges ;  and  he  held  it 
as  incontrovertible,  that  what  it  was  not 
lawful  for  the  King  to  notice,  it  was  not 
lawful  for  the  Speaker  to  express.  Th« 
task  which  he  had  to  perform  was  a  pain- 
ful one.  The  Speaker  (unwarily  no 
doubt)  did  that  which  had  a  tendency  to 
betray  the  sovereign  into  a  breach  of  their 
privileges.  Great  as  his  knowledge  of 
forms  was,  he  had  yet  been  misled  by  hia 
zeal ;  and  though  not  wishing  to  pass  a, 
vote  of  censure,  as  inconsistent  with  his 
former  services,  and  with  that  strict  in* 
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iijsgritf  which  had  UBiformly  marked  his 
•conduct  in  the  high  office  that  he  filled ; 
yet;  equally  anxious  to  pre? ent  his  exam- 
ple from  being  drawn  into  precedent,  he 
fihould  certainly  support  the  motion  of  the 
,nobJe  lord.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
wished  to  advert  to  the  subject  of  precedent. 
In  this  particular  case,  the  Speaker  had  ex- 
ceeded all  the  bounds  of  a  just  discretion; 
was  it,  therefore,  incumbent  on  those  who 
condemned  his  conduct  to  prove  that 
there  had  never  been  a  Speaker  who  bad 
so  completely  transgressed  those  limits? 
But  whs^t  precedents  had  been  produced 
on  the  other  side  ?  With  all  the  learning 
possessed  and  all  the  attention  bestowed 
on  the  subject,  had  a  single  instance  been 
adduced  of  a  Speaker  so  incautious,  so 
subservient  to  the  crown,  or  so  regardless 
of  the  privileges  of  parliament^  as  to  ven- 
ture to  communicate  to  the  throne,  that  a 
dangerous  proposition  had  been  made  in 
that  House,  but  which  had  not  been  as- 
sented to  ?  He  would  not  trespass  longer 
on  the  House.  In  what  he  had  said,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  avoid  all  personality  ; 
and  be  had  cautiously  abstained  from 
touching  on  the  Catholic  question,  which 
in  fact  bad  nothing  to  do  with  that  before 
'4hem«  For  his  own  part,  he  could  declare 
most  solemnly,  that,  although,  after  great 
deliberation,  he  had  certainly  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question  of  Cath6lic 
emancipation,  and  that  although  his  opi- 
nion on  that  question  was  as  certainly  in 
direct  hostility  to  that  avowed  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (the  Speaker) ;  yet, 
if,  instead  of  the  Bill  which  had  actually  ^ 
.been  introduced  and  lost,  a  Bill  for  re- 
enacting  and  re-imposing  those  disabilities 
and  those  disqualifications  which  it  had 
been  the  wise  policy  of  the  present  reign 
gradually  to  remove,  bad  been  indignant- 
ly thrown  over  the  bar  of  the  House;  .and 
if,  under  those  circumstances,  the  Speaker, 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  had  stated,  after 
his  preftttory  address,  that  other  mo- 
mentous changes  had  been  proposed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  that, 
faithful  to  the  principles  of  toleration,  and 
to  that  wise  policy  which  bad  hitherto 
been  pursued,  they  had  refused  to  con- 
sent to  those  changes,  be  would  have  given 
the  same  yote  as  be  meant  to  give  to- 
night; firmly  convinced  that  any  such 
statement,  on  the  part  of  the  Speaker,  was 
not  only  useless,  but,  if*  established  as  a 
precedent,  would  involve  in  it  the  sacrifice 
Df  the  privileges  of  that  House,  and  the 
principles  of  toe  constitution.    On  th^se 


grounds  (said  Mr.  G.)  not  wishing  to  pass 
a  vote  of  censure,  but  still  desirous  of 
seeing  some  motion  pass,  which  shall  ex- 
press disapprobation  unmingled  with  se- 
verity, I  shall  vote  for  th6  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  his 
negative  to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord, 
because  he  conceived  that  it  was  one 
which  was. by  no  means  called  for  by 
what  had  taken  place.  The  right  hon^ 
gentleman  theD  took  a  brief  view  of  what 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  mover,  and 
observed,  that  no  man  was  more  disposed 
to  enforce  the  privileges  of  parliament 
than  himself.  But  he  saw  no  breach  of 
privilege  committed  in  the  subject  now 
brought  before  the  House ;  and  as  to  the 
precedents  which  had  been  quoted,  they 
appeared  to  go  far  in  justification  ;  parti- 
cularly that  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow,  which 
went  mto  long  dissertations  upon  alliances 
and  subsidies,  and  these  shewed  to  what 
a  length  of  discussion  that  gentleman 
thought  himself  entitled  to  go.  Yet  was 
Mr.  Speaker  Onslow  censured?  JS'ever. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  the 
speech  of  the  Speaker  in  Ireland  a  very 
fair  precedent,  and  observed,  that  he  had 
received  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  it. 
As  to  Mr.  Hatsell's  book,  which  had  been 
treated  lightly,  he  was  disposed  to  pay 
very  great  deference  to  it.  It  was  almost 
needless  to  say,,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  vote  against  the  motion  and  th^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ptunkelt  spoke  to  the  following 
effect :  -^  Sir ;  After  the  long  and  able 
arguments  which  we  have  heard  on  this 
subject,  and  more  particularly  after  the 
ample  justice  which  has  been  done  to  it  in 
the  eloquent  and  admirable  speech  of  the  < 
hon.  geiitleman  below  me  (Mr.  Grant),  It 
may  appear  unnecessary  or  presumptuous 
further  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House.  Feeling;  however,-  as  I  do  upOn 
this  important  occasion,  I  own  I  cannot 
reconcile  myself  to  remaining  wholly 
silent  on  it.  I  completely  concur  with 
yon.  Sir,  that  the  present  question  is  one 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  question  of 
Catholic  emancipation*  We^  are  not  now 
to  consider  what  it  may  or  may  not  be 
right  to  do  with  respect  to  this  latter — ^we 
are  not  to  ascertain  the  present  opinion  of 
the  House  upon  it.  The  question' is,  whe- 
ther, the  House  having  come  to  a  resolu- 
tion with  respect  to  the  Catholics,  you.  Sir, 
were  authorized  to  convey  to  the  throne 
an  intimation  of  that  proceedings  acoom- 
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panied  by  »  censure  on  those  who  had 
endeavoured  to- follow  it  up  by  a  legisla- 
.tive  measure.— Sir,  I  declare  most  solemn* 
ly,  that  if  the  sentiments  which  you  ex- 
pressed to  the  throne  had  been  as  friendly 
to  the  Catholic  cause  as  they  were  certainly 
hostile  to  it,  1  should  equally  have  con- 
curred in  the  present  motion.  It  is  true,  as 
has  been  justly  said,  this  is  not  a  party  or 
a  personal  question.  Nothing,  Sir,  but  the 
most  imperious  sense  of  duty  could  justify 
a  censure  of  yoqr  conduct.  But  if  any 
man  feels  that  a  vila)  and  important  pari 
of  the  constitution  has  been  assailed,  and 
that  you  have  done  that  which,  if  it  were 
establislied  as  a  precedent,  would  overturn 
^d  destroy  the  constitution  itself,  and  if 
that  man  should  refuse  to  accede  to  the 
motion  of  the  noble  lord,  either  out  of  de« 
ference  to  you.  Sir,  'or  from  .any  unworthy 
exultation  at  the  attack  made  by  you  on  so 
large  a  portion  of  .the  community -^no 
words  are  sufficiently  strong  to  describe 
the  meanness  of  such  a  dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  one  band,  or  of  such  an  unwor- 
thy betraying  of  the  trust  reposed  in  a  re- 
presentative of  the  people  on  the  other. 
Sir,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  the. speech  made 
l^y  you  to  the  throne,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  was  one  of  the  most  formidable 
attacks  on  the  constitution  of  parliament, 
that  has  occurred  since  the  Revolution.  It 
was  an  attack  materially  aggravated  by  its 
having  proceeded  from  a  person,  the  na- 
tural guardian  of  that  constitution ;  and, 
Sir^  it  is  peculiarly  unfortunate,  that  we 
cannot  assert  our  own  rights  without  im- 
pairing your  dignity;  however  anxious 
We  may  be  to  abstain  from  every  thing  like 
asperity,  and  to  treat  you.  Sir,  with  all 
that  respect  to  which  you  are  so  amply 
entitled.  Subject  to  this  last  consideration, 
I  shall  make  my  observations  upon  ihe 
questiop  with  as  much  freedom  and  lati- 
tude, and  discharge  my  duty  as  unre- 
strainedly, as  you.  Sir,  have  done  in  what  I 
hare  no  doubt  yoo  conscientiously  con- 
ceived to  have  been  yours.  Sir,  there  is 
DO  subject  upon  which  this  House  has  al- 
ways evinced  so  much  anxious  jealousy, 
as  that  its  proceedings  should  be  exempt 
from  all  control  and  iiiterference  on  the 
part  of  the  crown.  Some  communication 
between  the  throne  and  parliament  must 
undoubtedly  exist.  But  the  mode  of  this 
pommunication  is  perfectly  defined  and 
ascei tained.  If  the  throne  wishes  to  com- 
municate with  parliament,  that  communi- 
cation-is made  either  by  a  formal  speech 
friofi  the  tbroQi^i  pt  by  a  message.    But 
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the  object  of  suth  communication  nlwayS 
is,  to  invite  parliament  to  deliberate  on 
some  {Proposed  measure;  and  never  to 
control,  or  interfere  with,  any  deliberaitions 
already  entered  into.  So  on  the  ot)ier 
band,  if  either 'House  wish  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  throne,  that  communicit* 
tron  is  made  either  by  address  or  by  reso- 
lution ;  and  the  object  of  such  communi- 
cation is,  not  to  ask  the  advice  of  the 
throne  on  any  subject  upon  which  parlia- 
ment may  be  deliberating,  but  to  give  to 
the  throne  any  adviee  that  parliament  may 
think  it  expedient  to  offer:  for  this  plain 
reason,  that  we  are  the  constitutional  ad* 
visers  of  the  throne,  but  that  the  throne  is 
not  the  constitutional  adviser  of  parliament. 
Advice  firom  the  throne  would  have  too 
much^the  air  of  command,  to  be  consistent 
with  the  freedom  of  discussion  in  this 
Hopse.  Beyond  the  limits  which  I  have 
mentioned,  there  is  no  constitutional  chan- 
nel of  communicsction  between  the  throne 
and  parliament,  save  when  we  present  our 
Bills  for  the  royal  assent  or  dissent.  This 
is  so  clear,  that  it  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  if,  Sir,  you  had  no  Bill  to  pre- 
sent,  yoo  would  have  no  right  to  address 
the  throne  at  all.  Accordingly,  when  you 
uttered  the  address  which  is  the  subject  of 
our  present  deliberation,  you  held  in  your 
hand  the  Vote  of  Credit  Bill,  and  you  eon- 
eluded  that  address  with  praying  the  royal 
absent  to  the  Bill.  Had  you  not  held  such 
a  Bill,  your  speech  would  have  been  ai^ 
absolute  intrusion,  wholly  unwarranted  by 
parliamentary  usage,  or  by  the  constitu- 
tion. Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  you 
were  under  the  necessity  of  strictly  con- 
fining yourself  in  your  address  to  the  sub- 
ject ol  the  Bill  which  you  presented.  It 
was  perfectly  allowable,  that  your  speech 
should  be  graced  and  ornamented  by  allu- 
sions to  other  matter.  If,  Sir,  you  had 
described  generally  the  measures  adopted 
by  parliament,  or  had  descanted  on  topies 
of  general  policy,  however  we  might  have 
considered  your  opinion  as  a  mistaken  one, 
the  promulgation  of  it  could  never  have 
been  deem^  a  violation  of  our  privileges. 
Unless  you  had  alluded  to  matters  pending 
in  parliament,  the  observatiomi  which 
you  had  thought  proper  to  make  might 
have  been  thought  light  or  unnecessary, 
but  could  not  have  been  characterized  as 
unconstitutional.  This  remark  applies  to 
what  has  been  said  of  my  right  hon.  friend, 
the  late  Speaker  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Foster).  My  right  hon.  friend 
did  certainly  make  the  questionof  Cttl^lip 
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emancipation  and  ProWstant  ascendancy 
the  sabject  of  a  speech  to  the  throne ;  and 
in  doing  so,  be  bad  certainly  no  reason  to 
congratulate  htmself  on  his  prudence ;  for, 
in  the  very  next  session,  bis  principles  and 
his  predictions  were  overturned  together. 
But  this  was  an  Imprudence  only — not  a 
violation  of  parliamentary  privilege.  It 
had  not  been  so  considered,  A  solitary 
petition  was  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
subject;-  but  no  member  of  the  Irish  par- 
liament made  it  a  question  of  parliamentary 
discussion.  It  is  on  these  grounds.  Sir, 
that  1  perfectly  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
the  general  observations  contamea  in  your 
speech  at  the  close  of  the  last  session.  In 
that  style  of  dignified  congratnlation 
which  so  well  becomes  you,  you  spoke  of 
/  the  success  of  our  brave  fleets  and  armies, 
and  conferred  the  just  meed  of  your  elo- 
quent praise  on  their  gallant  leaders.  I 
am  sure,  Sir,  that  every  one  6f  ns  must  be 
proud  and  gratified  when  he  hears  yott 
deliver  yourself  on  such  subjects  with  so 
much  elevation  and  propriety  of  manner. 
But  when,  because  you  are  the  organ  of 
communication  between  this  House  and 
the  tnrone,  you  proceed  to  notice  subjects 
controverted  in  this  House,  you  will  find 
it  difficult  to  discover  precedents  in  jostift- 
cation  of  your  conduct ;  and  still  fbrther, 
when  you  mention  propositions  made  here; 
and  not  acceded  to  but  rejected,  you  place 
yourselfin  a  situation  still  less  capable  of  de» 
fence.  On  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  belbw  me 
(Mr.  Grant)  are  unanswerable.  As  that  hon. 
gentleman  justly  observed,  if  a  measure 
passes  in  parliament,  no  single  person  is 
responsible  for  that  which  is  an  act  of  the 
whole  House.  But  it  is  impossible  for*  you. 
Sir,  to  state  that  a  proposed  measure  has 
been  rejected,  without  implying  a  censure 
on  the  indiridual  or  Individuals  by  whom 
that  proposition  was  made.  Accordingly, 
our  rule  of  proceeding  with  respect  to 
Bills  is  founded  on  this  consideration. 
When  a  Bill  is  sent  to  the  other  House,  or 
is  presented  to  the  throne  for  theroval  as- 
sent or  dissent,  it  does  not  bear  on  tne  face 
of  it,  whether  or  not  it  passed  unanimously, 
or  what  was  the  amount  of  the  majority  by 
which  it  was  carried.  And  why?  Because 
thrs  House  will  never  suffer  the  state  of 
its  divisions  and  parties  to  be  subject  to 
the  direction,  or  to  be  under  the  influence 
or  control,  of  any  other  tribunal.  The  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Hatsell  has  been  dwelt  upon 
with  much  emphasis.  As  members  of  the 
legislature,  I  deny  that,  in  our  decision  on 


great  constitutional  qne^ions«  we  are  ttp 
take  Mr#  Hatsell's  publication  for  a  text- 
book. We  are  not  to  be  told,  that  we 
must  team  the  principles  of  'the  British 
constitution  from  Mr.  Hatseirs  work.  But, 
after  all,  what  is  there  in  that  work  which 
bears  on  the  present  question }  Mr.  Hatsell 
states,  and  states  truly,  that  when  the 
Speaker  presents  a  money  Bill  at  the  fobt 
of  the  throne,  he  may  advert,  not  to  the 
subject  of  that  Bill  alone,  but  to  other 
business  which  parliament  may  have  tran* 
sacted.  But  do^s  he  say,  that  the  Speaker 
may  adven  to  pending  or  to  rejected  mea- 
sures }  Nay,  up  to  this  very  moment,  after  all 
the  inquiries  made  by  yourself.  Sir,  so  capa« 
ble  of  deep  research,  and  after  all  the  inqui- 
ries made  by  your  numerous  friends,  has  ti 
single  precedent  been  found  of  a  Speaker's 
having  referred  In  his  speech  to  the  throne 
to  any  measure  which  had  been  rejected 
by  the  House  ?  And  let  it  be  recollected, 
that  the  measure  to  which  jjou  thought 
pr4)per  to  refer  was  in  fact  still  pending. 
jFqi^,  what  was  the  state  of  the  proceedings 
on  the  Catholic  question  ?  A  resolutioh 
had  been  agreed  to,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration, in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
the  laws  affecting  the  Roman  Catholics, 
with  a  view  to  their  amicable  adjustment. 
The  committee  met,  and  resolutions  wer^ 
passed,  declaring  it  expedient  to  admit 
the  Catholics  to  seau  in  parliament,  and 
to  other  powers  and  jurisdictions,  under 
certain  provisions  for  the  security"  of  the 
Protestant  establishment.  A  Bill  was  in- 
troduced to  that  effect,  and  the  second 
reading  agreed  to  by  a  considerable  majo*- 
riiy  of  the  House.  Every  thing,  there- 
fore. Sir,  of  which  you  could  properly  take 
cognizance  was  favourable  to  the  Catholic 
cause.  But  in  the  speech  which  yon 
made  to  the  throne,  you  passed  over  what 
alone  you  had  a  right  to  know,  and  what, 
if  communicated,  would  have  made  an 
impression  favourable  to  the  cause  of 
the  Catholics;  and  you  resorted  to  that 
which  you  had  no  right  to  know,  and 
by  an  unju9ti6able  perversion  sought 
to  make  an  impression  inimical  to  Inat 
cause.  For,  Sir,  you  were  no  more  com- 
petent to  report  to  the  throne  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  this  .House, 
than  any  other  member  of  the  committee, 
It  was  not  even  necessary  that  you  should 
be  present  in  that  committee.  Mr.  Hat- 
sell so  says.  It  happened,  however*  that 
you  were  there,  and  that,  you  gave  your 
opinion  on  the  Bill  in  progress.  Warii  as 
Speaker  that  you  gave  that  opinion  ?  Cer« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


/B073    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Lord  Morpeth's  Modonretpceting 


[608 


^iuly  not.    You  gave .  it  as  member  for 
the  UniTersity  of  Oxford.     But  it  may  be 
said,  that  Ibis  is  a  question  of  mere  form. 
jSir»  the  forms  of  parliament  are  essential 
to  the  presenratioD  of  the  privileges  of 
parliament.   But>  Sir,  in  taking  the  liberty 
to  report  the  opinions  of  that  committee, 
did  you  truly  report  them  ?     On  the  con- 
trary*  you  totally,  though  I  am  sure  not 
wilfully,  misrepresented  them.    The  op- 
position to  the  proposition  rejected  In  the 
committee  was  grounded  on  a  Tariety  of 
xonsiderations.    Some  opposed  it  in  con- 
[sequence  of  the  intemperate  conduct  of 
certain , public  bodies. in  Ireland;  others 
because  of  the  writings  which  had  been 
diffused  in  that  country ;  some  wished  the 
change  to  be  deferred  until   a  time  of 
peace ;  others  were  desirous  that  the  see 
of  Rome  should  first  be  consulted.     With 
mil  this  variety  of  sentiment,  how.  Sir, 
were  you  competent  to  say  what  was  the 
opinion  by  which  the  .  majority  of  this 
House  on  that  occasion  were  swayed  ?     I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  not  ten  of  that 
majority  were  perfectly  agreed  on   the 
subject ;  and  yet  you  took  upon  yourself, 
in  the  name  of  that  majority,  to  declare 
yc^ur  own  opinion  as  theirs ;  nay,  even  in 
that   respect  you  were  incorrect.     The 
'member  for  the  university  of  Oxford  has  a 
right' to  complain  that  the  Speaker  misre- 
presented him.    That  rtghjt  hon.  member 
declared,  that  in  his  opinion,  many  powers 
and  jurisdictions  might  be  safely  conferred 
on  the  Catholics,     ne  declared,  that  they 
might  be  eligible  to  the   magistracy — 
there  was  jurisdiction;    he  declared  that 
they  might  be  raised  to  any  rank  in  the 
army,  Except  that  of  commander  in  chief 
—there  was  power:    a  jurisdiction   and 
a  power  by  no  means  harmless,  if  impro- 
perly .used.     Again,  a  great  number  of 
those  who  composed  the  majority,  voted 
on  the  ground  that  the  question  was  a  re- 
ligious one.     Have  those  individuals  no 
>ight  to  complain  of  the  Speaker,  for  de- 
claring that  the  House  considered    the 
question  not  as  a  religious,  but  as  a  poli- 
tical one ;  and  that  if  the  see  of  Rome 
were  released  from  foreign  influence,  the 
danger  of  allowing  Catholics  to  sit  in  par- 
liament would  cease  ?     Will  the  member 
for  Armagh,  and  those  who  think  with 
him,  consent  thus  to  have  their  opposition 
disrobed  of  all  those  important  considera* 
tions  which  arise  out  of  religious  views  of 
the  subject  ?    Will  they  allow  the  Catho- 
lics, if  they  disavow  the  supremacy  of  the 
;Pope,  to  come  here  and  legislate  for  Fro* 


testant  England?  Iti  n^y  judgment,  there*, 
fore.  Sir,  you  misrepresented  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  of  this  House,  as  well  as 
your  own.     One  striking  fact  you  wholly 
abstained  from  mentioning.     You  never 
told  the  throne,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  means  used  on  the  occasion,  notwith- 
standing the  temporary  difficulties  arising 
out  of  various  causes,  notwithstanding  the 
powerful  influence  exercised   in  various 
quaiters,  there  were  still  247  members  of 
this  House,  who  declared  their  readiness 
to  admit  the  Catholics  into  parliament  oa 
the  principles  of  the  Bill  which  was  then 
under  discussion.     Will  any  man  lay  bis 
hand  on  his  breast,  and  declare  upon  his 
honour,  that  he  thinks  you  were  autho- 
rised, on  a  decision  by  a  majority  of  four, 
to  represent  to  the  crown   that  the  ques- 
tion was  put  finally  at  rest  ?    Was  it  not 
evident,  that  the  subject  must  return  to  be 
considered   by  parliament  ?      And  if  so 
brought  back,  with  what  impartiality  could 
parliament  proceed  with  respect  to  it,  if, 
by  any  indirect  means,  the  artillery  of 
royal  mfluence  was  brought  to  bear  on 
their  march  ?    Suppose,  Sir,  that,  in  reply 
to  you,  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  been  pleased  to  say  to  you,  "  I 
feel  great  surprise  and  indignation  that 
247  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
are  so  lost  to  their  sense  of  duty,  as  to 
wish  to  change  those  laws  by  which  the 
throne,  the  parliament,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  are  made  fundamen- 
tally Protestant ;''    would  any  member  of 
that  minority  have  endured  such  an  ex- 
pression ?    On  the  other  hand,  suppose  his 
Royal  Highness  had  said,  "  I  lament  that 
the  laborious  exertions  of  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  247  have  been  disappointed ;    and  I 
trust,  that  when  temporary  obstacles  are 
removed,  and  when  the  suggestions  of 
reason   and   wisdom    become    prevalent, 
their  efforts  will  prove  successful ;''  would 
such  a  declaration  have  been  endured  by 
any  member  of  the  majority  ?    Would  it 
not  have  been  asked,  what  right  the  throne 
possessed  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings 
of  parliament— to  school  their  past  con- 
duct, and  to  lecture  their  future  ?    And 
here.  Sir,  I  must  observe,  that  an  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor  fMr.  Bankes^  has 
contended,  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
this  question,  because  voor  speech  was  not 
made  until  the  end  of  the  session.     It  is 
then  of  no  importance  if  we  subject  our- 
selves to  4>e  schooled  and  lectured  by  the 
throne;  it  is  of  no  importance  that  we 
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should  be  liable  to  this  annaal  aadit  and 
account,  provided  it  take  place  at  the 
close  of  our  sittings !  Such  an  occurrence 
would  have  no  effect  on  the  deliberations 
of  the  next  session  !  And  besides,  if  this 
annual  audit  were  once  established,  the 
hon.  member  for  Corfe-castle  is  too  fond 
of  accuracy  not  to  think  it  necessary.  Sir, 
to  add  to  your  report  a  specification  of  the 
numbers  of  thojie  who  might  vote  on  any 
particular  measure,  the  names  of  the 
▼oters,  and  so  on,  until  the  whole  of  ojir 
mystery  is  exposed  to  the  eye  of  royalty  ? 
With  respect  to  your  speech.  Sir,  I  have 
another  obserTation  to  make :  it  regards 
iu  ambiguity.  The  words  of  it  are  capa- 
ble of  two  opposite  constructions— of  ^ 
construction  unwarrantably  intolerant  to- 
wards  the  Catholics,  and  of  a  construction 
as  tolerant  as  their  warmest  friends  could 
desire.  You  say.  Sir,  that  we  have  deter- 
mined to  exclude  them  from  the  privileges 
which  they  require  '« as  long  as  they  shall 
acknowledge  a  foreign  jurisdiction/'  Now, 
what  does  this  expression  mean?  If  by 
"foreign  jurisdiction"  is  meant  the  spi- 
ritual  jurisdiction  of  the  Pope,  then  the 
Catholics  will  be  excluded  as  long  as  they 
remain  Catholics.  But  if  it  merely  means 
temporal,  or  indeed  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion within  these  realms,  then  no  friend 
of  the  Catholic  cause  in  this  House 
would,  I  am  sure,  wish  it  to  prosper  on 
any  other  terms.  Again,  Sir,  you  say  in 
your  speech,  that  parliament  have  not 
consented  to  do  so  and  so.  I  am  persuad- 
ed that  no  special  pleading  will  be  resorted 
to  in  defence  of  this  passage;  and  I  appeal 
to  the  common  sense  of  all  who  hear  me, 
whether  the  statement,  that  '•  momentous 
changes  had  been  proposed  for  our  consi- 
deration, but  that,  adhering  to  those  laws 
by  which  the  throne,  the  parliament,  and 
the  government  of  this  country  are  made 
fundamentally  Protestant,  we  would  not 
consent  to' those  changes,''  is  not  a  distinct 
implication  of  an  intention  in  some  per- 
sons, by  proposing  such  changes,  to  destroy 
•*  the  laws  by  which  the  throne,  the  par- 
liament, and  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try are  made  fundamentally  Protestant  ?" 
Sir,  recollecting  that  one  of  the  essential 
features  of  the  resolvitions  on  which  the 
Catholic  Bill  was  founded  was,  the  distinct 
declaration,  that  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment should  be  effectually  secured,  I  ask 
you,  bow  you  can  reconcile  to  any  feelings 
of  justice  the  implied  statement,  that  247 
members  of  this  House  were  anxious  to 


introduce  changes  subversive  of  thatestm^ 
blishment  ?  For  one,  I  loudly  disclaim  my* 
share  of  such  an  imputation.    If  there  be 
here  one  man  of  that  number  who  deserves 
it,  let  him  take  the  only  opportunity  of 
proving  his  denftrit  by  Totin^  for  your 
exculpation.    Sir,  it  is  a  proposition  which' 
every  hon.  gentleman  present  would  not' 
merely  not  consent  to ;    but  which    he 
would  reject  with  scorn  and  indignation. 
One  word  more.    This  speech,  which  in 
my  opinion  was  a  violation  of  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  and  which  misrepresented 
the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  all  parties, 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  wholly  uncalled 
for.    There  was  nothing.  Sir,  in  the  Bill 
which  you  held  in  your  hand  at  the  time ' 
you  uttered  it,  or  in  any  other  Bill  which ' 
passed  during  the  last  session,  that  required 
such  an  exposition.    When  you  adverted 
to  the  splendid  victories  of  our  i41ostrioot  • 
commander  who  has  gained  such  trails*  • 
cendant  fame — when  you  spoke  of  the* 
passage  of  the  Douro,  of  the  battles  of 
Roleia,  of  Vimiera,  of  Talavera,  of  Sala-* 
ntianca,  of  Yittoria,  the  feelings  of  all  who* 
beard  you  vibrated  in  unison  with  your 
own.    Every   heart  exulted  ;    and  every  * 
Irish  heart  peculiarly  exulted  that  Ireland 
had  giVen  birth  to  such  a  hero.    Was  that  • 
a  well  chosen  moment.  Sir,  to  pronounce 
the  irrevocable  doom  of  those  who,  under  ^ 
their  immortal  commander,  had  opened 
the  sluices  of  their  hearts'  bleed  in  th« 
service  of  the  empire  ?     It  was  a  custom 
in  Rome,  to  introduce  a  slave  into  their 
triumphal  processions;  not  for  the  purpose ' 
of  insultinjsp  the  captive,  but  to  remind  the 
conqueror  of   the  instability  of  -human- 
glory.    But  you,    Sir,   while  you   were 
binding  the  wreath  round  the  brow  of  the 
conqueror,  assured  him  that  his  victorious 
followers  must  never  expect  to  participate 
in  the  fruits  of  his  valour ;   but  that  they 
who  had^  shed  ^heir  blooid  in  achieving 
conquests  were  to  be  the  only  persons  who 
were  not  to  share  by  the  profits  of  success 
in  the  rights  of  citizens.    (Hear,  bear  !) 

Mr.  Bankes,  in  explanation,  denied  hav- 
ing used  the  word  "  audit." 

Mr.  Canning  said,  as  one  of  the  mino- 
rity of  247  who  were  friendly  to  the  mea- 
sure of  concession  to  the  Catholics,  as  one 
who  had  taken  an  anxious  part,  to  the  best 
of  his  abilities,  in  promoting  it,  and  as  one 
who  hoped,  at  no  distant  time,  to  Uke  a 
part  by  the  side  of  his  right  hon.  friend  • 
(Mr.  Plunkett)  in  an  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote that  measure,   which  he  conceived 
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was  onlj  temporarily  suspended^  he  fell 
called  on  apoa  the  present  occasion  to 
assign  the  reasons  why,  having  differed 
from   that  majority   whose  decision   bad 
been  considered,  in  the  speech  delivered 
at  the  bar  of  tbe  House  of  Lords,  as  cod- 
(dusive,  hecot^d  not  concur  with  either  of 
the  jBotioDs,  for  directly  censuring^  or  cen- 
suring by  implicationi  the  distingokhed 
individual  by  whom  that  speech  b^  beea 
delivered.     la  delivering  the  speech  al» 
luded  to»  the  Speaker  vras  exercising  a 
<]^scretion  which  he  believed  to  be  vested 
In  Urn..    When  be  said  that  he  possessed 
tUs  diacretioo,   he   was  precluded  from 
answering  the  most  of  the  arguments  by 
which  the  crimaatioo  of  the  Speaker  was 
endeavoured  to  be  enforced.— When  he 
said  that  the  Speaker  was  vested  with  a 
discretioB,  the  word  implied  that  that  dis- 
cretion might  be  exercised  either  jodl. 
ciouslv  or  not,  b«t  still  that  the  exercise 
should  not  draw  down  censure  upon  bim« 
With  respect  to  the  metioo  of  bis  noble 
friend,  if  it  was  intended  to  prove  an  effec* 
toal  preventive,  it  went  far  short  of  what 
was  neqessary.    Ought  he  to  be  contented, 
if  be  thought  there  existed  a  dangerous 
discretion  in  the  Speaker  to  dilate  on  the 
motives  whicb  induced  the  House  to  adopt 
or  r^ct  the  measures  brought  before  it, 
with  saying,  if  the  measure  pass  into  an 
enactment  he  may,  but  In  case  of  rejection 
he  must  not  ?    K  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  ^hodd  be  carried,  on»  would  think 
it  would  preclude  future  Speakers  from 
mentKHiing  9>easuresnot  passed  into  a  law. 
But  tbis  £d   not   apply   to  the   present 
Speaker.     One  of  the  reasons  which  had 
been  ui^^  ,in  favour  of  the  motion,  was, 
tbat  it  would  lead  the  crown  to  interfere 
in  measures  pending  before  the   House. 
But  had  the  House  itself  been  so  caoiiout  ? 
What  bad  been  tbe  course  adopted  by  it 
in  the  precedn^^  session?     Why  in  tbe 
preceding  session,  a  resolution  was  passed 
by  a  great  m^ority,  stating  tbat  the  House 
would  in  the  next  session  take  into  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the*  laws  afiecting  the 
Roman  Catholics,  with  reference  to  an  ad- 
justment of  them.     Did  tbe  House  then 
feel  tbat  jealousy  which  was  now  to  fall 
on  the  Speaker,  and   in  consequence  of 
v^ich  he  was  to  be  dragged  to  the  altar 
as  a  victim  ?  What,was  the  course  adopted 
by    the    House?     This   incomplete   and 
inchoate  measure  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moins  wa»  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
.  This,  was  not  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  Speaker — he  did  not  give  the  first 


information  to  the  crown— «be  was  not  the 
first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  executive 
to  that  whicb  otherwise  was  not  known  ^ 
but  he  found  the  crown  in  possession  of 
tbe  information,  that  the  subject  would  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament ;  and  findmg  the  crown  so 
informed,  he  stated  to  it  tbe  result  of  tbe 
proceedings  instituted  in  consequence  of 
that  resolution.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  he 
communicated  his  opinion  of  the  result  of 
tbe  proceedings.  The  colooriofr,  no  doubt, 
differed  from  that  whicb  he  himself  should 
have  given  of  it«  Grounds  h^d  been  stated 
for  the  failure  of  the  measure,  which  were 
far  from  being  the  only  motives  that  ac« 
tuated  the  majority*  Some  were  actuated 
by  motivesof  temporary  expediency,  some 
by  religious  motives,  and  others  again  by 
a  variety  of  different  reasons,  to  join  in 
the  majority  by  which  the  measure  was 
defeated.  But  when  tbe  Speaker  possessed 
a  discretion  of  giving  an  account  of  tbe 
origin,  progress,  and  result  of  Bills,  he 
might  think  this  an  error  of  judgment; 
but  he  never  could  think  it  a  criminal 
abuse  of  authority,  when  he  stated  wbsfl 
appeared  to  him  the  motives  of  ihe  House 
of  Commons  in  this  particular  instance* 
It  had  been  said,  that  in  a  committee  he 
could  have  no  cognizance  of  what  passed  ; 
but  this  was  a  mere  technical  argument. 
Could  they  suppose  to  be  out  ot,the  reach  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Speaker,  what  passed 
in  a* committee  of  the  House  on  such  an  im* 
portant  subject?  At  the  end  of  a  preceding 
session,  the  intention  of  parliament  witb 
respect  to  the  measure  was  declared ;  and 
in  the  next,  was  no  mention  to  be  made 
of  the  progress  in  the  question,  or  what  had 
prevented  any  progress  from  being  made 
in  it.  Some  gentlemen  had  supposed  a 
sort  of  dramiuU  pcr9ona  on  the  occasion  of 
the  communication.  Pid  ibe  Speaker 
know  nothing  of  what  passed  when  tbe 
measure  was  defeated  ?  No ;  because  the 
Speaker  was  supposed  te  be  absent  in  tbe 
committee.  Here  was  a  great  measure 
mentioned  in  one  session,  and  not  to  be 
mentioned  in  anothef,  because  tbe  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  supposed  to 
be  ignorant  of  it.  Why,  every  person  who 
read  a  news-paper  knew  ths&t  such  a  ques- 
tion was  agitated,  and  what  was  the  results 
But  it  seemed  the  crown  was  to  be  kept 
ignorant  of  what  passed,  and  the  Speaker 
was  to  be  the  instrument  to  whom  tbat.ig* 
norat>ce  wras  to  be  attributed  (Hear,  hear  I) 
A)l  tbi^  was  as  opposite  to  straight,  forward, 
practice  as  could  well  be  imagined.     The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mr.  Sp$ak€r*s  Speech  to  the  Prmce  Regent.        Apbil  ^^  1814. 


^13] 

whole  qoestioQ  between  the  Speaker  and 
\i\%  accusers  Was,  not  as  to  the  discretion, 
but  as  to  the  exercise  of  it  in  the  particular 
case  now  before  the  House,  It  might 
be  a  questioOy  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
^rant  such  a  discretion  to  the  chair;  but 
It  was  peculiarly  hard  on  him  who  at  pre- 
sent filled  it,  to  visit  on  him  not  only  the 
consequences  of  an  accidental  extension, 
trut  alsio  the  vice  of  its  origin.  (Hear« 
hear !)  The  greater  part  of  the  arguments 
he  had  heard  that  night  went  against  the 
discretion  itself.  It  might  be  deemed/  ad* 
Tisable,  that  no  Speaker  should  have  power 
to  addresH  the  throne  without  previously 
receiving  the  sanction  of  the  House.  This 
Would  be  fairer  than  to  leave  him  his  pri- 
Tileges  undipped^  with  no  other  guide 
than  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend.  Better 
have  the  words  to  be  made  use  of,  in  any 
representation  to  the  crown,  established, 
than  to  leave  him  in  this  way  to  an  annual 
audit,  subject  to  annual  reprehension. 
(Hear!)  Let  the  Speaker  be  deprived  of 
his  privileges  and  speech  to  the  crown 
here  and  out  of  the  House,  as  if  he  had 
neither  eyes  to  see,  ears  to  hear,  nor 
tongue  to  speak,  but  as  the  House  pre- 
scribed to  him.  He,  for  One,  could  have 
wished  the  speech  delivered  bad  not  been 
such  as  it  was;  but  he  did  not  therefore 
mean  to  deny  to  the  Speaker  the  right  of 
exercising  the  same  discretion  which  he 
would  have  daimed  for  himself.  If  he  had 
delivered  his  own  opinion  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  would  have  stated, 
that  the  failure  of  the  measure  was  owing 
to  the  defeat  of  a  main  part  of  it,  which 
induced  iu  supporters  to  withdraw  it 
This  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  measure.  But  those  who  were 
in  the  triumphant  majority  probably  took 
another  view  of  it ;  and  was ,  he  to  visit 
them  with  censure  for  stating  any  opinion 
which  the^  might  conceive  most  favoura* 
ble  to  their  side.  Of  the  decision  of  this 
majority,  he  thought  as  highly  as  his 
right  hoo,  and  learned  friend  ;  and  he 
looked  forward  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  measure  with  confident  expectation. 
Many  disadvantages  operated  against  it  last 
session,  which  would  hereafter  cease  to 
exist.  The  present  state  of  public  opinion 
would  fade  away,  and  a  change  of  affiurs 
would  also  induce  a  chanse  in  the  views 
which  would  be  taken  of  the  Catholics. 
This  question  would  not  long  be  allowed  to 
^rvive  as  a  refuge  to  diacord— as  a  con* 
trast  to  the  harmony  of  nations^  and  an 
^fbstacle  to  the  happiness  oT  mankind. 
(yOUXXVIL) 
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(Hear,  hear !)  He  professed  himself  unable 
to  comprehend  any  danger  from  the  se* 
neral  custom  of  the  Speaker  announcing 
the  motives  which  led  to  certain  results. 
There  was  one  expression  in  the  mitigated 
motion  of  his  noble  friend,  which  he 
thought  exceedingly  severe,  where  it  is 
suted,  that  the  speech  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent,  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  or '  elsewhere,'  &c.  Now, 
he  would  desire  the  noble  lord  to  reflect 
what  construction  would  be  put  en  this,  if 
it  were  entered  on  the  Journals  and  read 
in  a  distant  age.  Would  it  not  be  inferred 
from  this,  that  this  Speaker  of  that  day 
was  some  courtier-like  sycophant  who« 
not  content  with  the  access  which,  as 
bpeaker  of  the  House,  he  had  to  the 
throne,  sought  for  other  opportunities  to 
poison  the  royal  ear  ?  The  conscious  in* 
tegrity  of  the  present  Speaker  prevented 
him  from  noticing  such  a  construction. 
But  if  this  was  not  intended,  what  was 
meant  by '  elsewhere'  ?  The  speech  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  however  im- 
prudent it  might  be  considered  b^*  some, 
had  at  least  nothing  clandestine  in  it. 
Why,  then,  should  there  be  an  insinuation 
that  some  other  channel  was  had  recourse 
to  ?  If  this  was  intended,  it  ought  to  have 
been  fairly  stated  ;  if  not,  it  was  mischiev- 
ous surplusage.  In  the  constant  usage  of 
parliament  there  would  be  found  such  ex-* 
positions  as  those  which  the  present 
Speaker  had  used ;  *  and  he  thought  it  pe- 
culiarly hard  to  visit  on  him  all  the  incon* 
vei^iences  of  such  a  practice.  It  was  im- 
possible to  separate  his  individual  honour 
and  character  from  the  consideration  of 
this  question.  The  speech  contained  no- 
thing which,  looking  to  the  established 
practice  and  privileges  of  the  House, 
called  for  its  interference. 

Mr.  Tiemey  would  not  enter  at  any 
length  upon  the  question  now  before  the  * 
House,  af^er  the  admirable  and  able  sup- 
port which  the  motion  had  received  froa^ 
his  two  learned  friends  ;  though  be  could 
not  prevail  on  himself  to  give  a  silent  vote 
upon  an  occasion  like  the  present ;  parti- 
cularly after  the  extraordinary  speech  ^of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  Many  things  had  surprised  him  ia 
the  course  of  his  life ;  hot  ^nothing  had 
ever  more  surprised  him  than  that  all  the 
eloquence  of  the  most  eloquent  of  the  247 
members  whose  tnotives  had  been  misre- 
presented in  the  speech.  a((dresied  to  the 
throne  at  the  close  o£  the  last  seisiqn, 
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should  be  employed  in  the  yindication  of 
bim  who  made  that 'speech.  The  right  hoo. 
gentleman  has  very  recently  (said  Mr.  T.) 
been  the  advocate  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
and  means,  it  would  appear,  to  be  so 
again;  and  how  he  should  now  be  the 
most  eloquent  of  your  champions.  Sir,  I 
am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  for,  except 
from  a  general  disposition  in  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  defend  whatever  sa- 
Tours  of  power,  whether  in  the  chair  or 
•  elsewhere.'  The  whole  substance  of 
the  defence  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man amounted  to  this,  that  there  was 
a  discretion  vested  in  the  Speaker;  and 
that  the  present  Speaker  had  done  no 
more  in  representing  the  motives  which 
prevented  a  measure  from  being  adopted, 
than  many  other  Speakers  had  done  here- 
tofore when  a  question  had  been  carried. 
He  could  not  see  why  the  discretion  should 
be  exercised  in  a  matter  respecting  which 
there  could  exist  no  doubt,  and  not  in 
another  case  for  which  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent; that  is,  he  could  see  no  difference 
in  the  question,  whether  the  measure,  the 
subject  of  the  speech  to  the  throne,  was 
adopted  or  rejected  by  the  House.  And 
yet  one  would  think  the  difference  was 
pretty  plain;  for  in  the  one  case  the 
8peak:er  was  instructed  what  he  had  to 
state,  and  in  the  other  he  was  not.  (Hear, 
hear  !)  The  right  hon«  gentleman  had 
said  a  good  deal  about  the  inconsistency 
there  would  be  in  the  House  informing 
the  crown  in  one  session  of  parliament 
that  a  measure  was  to  be  taken  into  consi* 
deration  by  them  in  the  next,  and  then 
afterwards  taking  no  notice  of  what  had 
been  done  with  that  measure,  whether  it 
bad  passed  or  not.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  reason  for  the  House  communi- 
cating in  the  one  case,  and  not  commu- 
,  nicatmg  in  the  other,  was  pretty  obvious. 
In  the  one  session,  they  wished  to  speak 
of  the  measure ;  and  in  the  next,  by  not 
passing  it  into  a  Bill,  they  wished  to  say 
nothing  about  it.  In  the  one  case,  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  were  embodied  in 
substantive  acts;  and  in  the  other  case, 
they  were  not  so  embodied.  The  right 
Bon.  gentleman  had  not  thought  proper  to 
stdvert  to  any  of  the  arguments  and  rea- 
sonings of  his  hon.  and  learned  friends, 
which  he  wdnld  have  found  some  diffi- 
culty in  answering  ;  but  he  had  laid  it 
down  imperatirely,  that  the  Speaker 
was  vested  with  a  discretionary  power, 
in  all  cases,  of  representing  to  the  croiwn 
ivhal  ht  conceiTtd  to  bt  tho  motivea 


which  guided  the  House.  Other  Speakers, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House ;  and 
was  it  equitable  to  make  the  present  the 
subject  of  animadversion,  while  the  others 
were  suffered  to  pass  sub  silaitio  f  Many 
Speakers,  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
had  even  gone  the  length  of  expatiating 
on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  and  higti 
eulogiums  had  been  passed  on  the  elegant 
language  of  the  Speakers  of  former  times, 
as  well  as  the  present.  I,  for  my  part, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  have  no  objection,  Sir,  to 
your  being  an  orator;  but  I  have  a  strong 
objection  to  your  being  an  historian.  I 
have  an  objection  to  your  taking  uponyoa 
to  give  a  narrative  of  the  opinions  of  the 
House,  and  betraying  that  which  the 
House  did  not  want  to  communicate.  . 
Where  could  there  be  any  harm  in  mak* 
ing  fine  speeches  ?  Suppose  such  a  fine 
speech  as  had  been  let  off*  to-night  had 
been  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  would  have  been  said,  to  be 
sure  this  is  an  extraordinary  Speaker ;  he 
seems  a  great  orator,  but  he  is  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament But  the  House  would  nave  been 
scot  free.  Sir  Edward  Turner  made  fine 
speeches  too,  and  dealt  in  more  flowers 
than  even  the  right  hon.  gentleman — he 
made  use  of  fine  bombastic  expressions, 
like  those  of  ancient  Pistol.  These  might, 
to  some,  seem  no  great  proof  of  his  taste : 
but  still  they  were  harmless,  in  so  far  as 
the  House  was  concerned.  The  question 
was  not,  whether  in  the  exercise  of  his 
discretion  the  S|>eaker  had  acted  impro- 
perly ;  but  whether  he  had  exercised  a 
discretion  which  was  not  Tested  in  him. 
There  pould  be  no  objection  to  his  avail- 
ing himself  of  those  cases  where  he  could 
advantageously  display  his  eloquence  ;  but 
he  (Mr.  T.)  and  all  of  the  247  gentlemen 
who  voted  along  with  him,  must  necessa- 
rily feel  that  they  were  held  up  to  public 
notice  by  Mr.  Speaker:  first,  in  a  way 
which  was  not  correct;  and  next,,  on  an 
ococtsion  when  he  had  no  right  to  do  so. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  however  eager 
to  defend  the  Speaker,  did  not  seem  to,  sit 
very  easy  under  his  speech ;  and  several 
of  those  who  defended  him  that  night,  had 
lamented  that  it  contained  certain  expres- 
sions, and  particularly  those  by  which  the 
Bill  was  held  up  as  calculated  to  overturn 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  constitution. 
According  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it 
would  be.  better  at  once  to  take  from  the 
Speaker  the  discretionary  power  vested  in 
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him.  He  (Mr.  T.)  wanted  him  to  be  just 
aa  other  Speakers — and  was  there  any 
thing  unreasonable  in  this  ?  The  objec- 
tion taken  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  words '  or  elsewhere'  in  ihe  motion  of 
his  noble  friend,  be  would  shortly  advert 
to — ^The  right  hon.  gentleman,  notwith* 
standing  his  professions,  had.  not  dealt 
very  candidly  with  his  noble  friend,  when 
he  stated  that  these  words  pretty  broadly 
insinuated,  that  the  Speaker  was  a  time- 
serving sycophant.  For  his  part,  he  cer- 
Uinly  meant  no  such  thing;  and  if  the 
expressions  alluded  to  conveyed  any  such 
meaning,  for  God's  sake  let  them  be  ex- 
punged. When  he  had  said  this,  in  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  had  taken 
notice,  not  in  point  of  length,  but  in  point 
of  substance,  of  all  that  he  had  argued.-— 
He  had  said,  there  was  a  discretion  vested 
in  the  Speaker,  of  taking  notice  of  all  mea- 
sures which  passed:  and  therefore  there 
was  the  same  discretion  with  respect  to 
all  measures  which  did  not  pass.  When 
a  Bill  was  passed,  it  spoke  for  itself.  But 
if  this  discretion  was  to  be  considered  as 
vested  in  the  Speaker,  of  adverting  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons  must  be  a  party 
man.  There  would  be  an  end  to  every 
thing  like  a  Speaker,  for  a  length  of  years, 
by  whose  experience  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  House 
they  could  derive  advice  and  instruction ; 
for  no  administration  could  go  on  without 
a  Speaker  favourably  disposed  to  them. 
A  measure  had  lately  passed  into  a  law, 
for  the  acceleration,  as  it  was  said,  of  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt.  Suppose  a 
Speaker  unfavourably  disposed  to  this 
measure,  why^  in  opposition  to  it,  he 
might  avail  himself  of  this  discretion  to 
say  to  the  throne,  this  measure  will  not 
accelerate,  ^  it  purposes,  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt ;  for  it  supposes  a  loan 
of  28  millions,  whereas  this  year  40  mil- 
lions have  been  borrowed. — He  (Mr.  T.) 
had  proposed  a  committee  to  enquire, 
whether  faith  had  been  kept  with  the  na- 
tional creditors — but  this  proposal  was  re- 
jected. What  a  flourish  would  have  been 
made  on  that  circumstance?  It  would 
have  been  said,  that  they  refused  even  t9 
enquire  whether  the  measure  was  consis- 
tent with  the  public  faith  or  not.  There 
was  not  a  single  measure  on  which  a  gloss 
could  not  be  thrown,  which  would  not  go 
to  destroy  all  the  credit  that  ministers  na- 
turally looked  to.  The  Speaker  must 
tiierjsfor^  be   either  a   creature   of  the 


crown,  or  the  tool  of  a  party,  if  he  were 
vested  with  a  discretion  to  say  all  to  him 
that  seems  good,  on  all  measures  in  time  to 
come.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  said,  that  the  Speaker 
knewy  as  Speaker,  what  had  been  done  in 
the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Bill,  as  well  as  any  other  member 
of  that  House  could  know.  This  he  (Mr* 
Tierney)  denied.  Mr.  Speaker  must 
communicate  with  the  member  for  the 
university  of  Oxford  before  he  could  bav^ 
any  such  knowledge.  If  he  (Mr.  Tier- 
ney) at  any  time  towards  the  end  of  the  last 
session,  in  speaking  upon  the  Catholic 
Bill,  had  represented  it  as  a  Bill  which  had 
been  thrown  out  of  that  House,  and  had 
been  called  to  order  for  so  saying,  must 
not  Mr.  Speaker  have  decided  that  he  bad 
been  justly  called  to  order?  Then  it 
would  appear,  that  what  it*  would  have 
been  objectionable,  and  deserving  of  cen« 
sure,  in  him  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  have  at- 
tempted to  state  in  that  House,  during  any 
part  of  the  latter  period  of  the  session^ 
the  Speaker  might,  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, without  the  smallest  impropriety, 
communicate  to  the  King,  and  to  the 
other  House  of  Parliament,  at  the  bar  of 
that  other  House.  It  was  on  the  motion 
of  the  member  for  the  university  of  Ox- 
ford, in  the  committee  upon  the  Catholic 
Bill,  that  the  clause,  in  consequence  of 
the  loss  of  which  the  friends  of'  the  mea- 
sure thought  it  unnecessary  to  press  it  far- 
ther, was  expunged.  That  right  hon. 
gentleman,  undoubtedly,  could  not  then 
have  known,  that  the  majority  of  four, 
which,  if  it  had  been  carried  in  the  House, 
must  have  been  reduced  to  three,  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  being  in  the  chair, 
had  been  procured  by  most  extraordinary 
influence  on  the  part  of  the  crown.  If 
that  extraordinary  influence  had  not  been 
used,  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  and  his  friends 
should  have  been  in  the  majority  instead 
of  the  minority.  But  it  was  said,  that  the 
Speaker  must  have  made  some  communi- 
cation to  the  throne  on  the  subject  of  this 
Bill ;  an  address  having  been  in  the  for- 
mer sessiofi  presented  to  the  sovereijgn,  by 
which  the  House  of  Commons  declared 
that  they  would,  in  the  course  of  the  then 
next  session  of  parliament,  proceed  to 
take  the  situation  of  our  Roman  Cutbolic 
brethren  into  consideration.  Suppose, 
however,  that  nothing  had  been  done  by 
the  Commons  on  that  subject  during  the 
whole  of  that  session  of  parliament,  would 
Mr.  Speaker  have  felt  it  to  be  his  duty. 
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at  the  coDclasioQ  of  the  seuion,  to  iofolrm 
the  King  that  they  had  abstamed  from  in* 
terfering  in  the  matter,  foecaose,  hi  so 
doing,  they  most  have  been  guilty  of 
something  subyersive  of  the"  constitution  ? 
This  was  a  communication  which,  he  ap* 
prehended,'  Mr.  Speaker  would  not  have 
felt  himself  callea  on  to  make :  yet,  in 
this  he  would  have  done  less  harm,  than 
that  which  the  speech  he  had  actually 
niade  was  calculated  to  produce ;  as  by 
It,  no  fewer  than  247  members  of  the 
HjDUse  of  Commons  had  been  denounced 
as  subverters  of  the  constitution.  The 
mischief  did  i^ot  end  here.  The  Speech 
6f  the  Speaker  had  gone  forth  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  noble 
firiend's  notice  of  the  present  motion, 
the  committee  appointed  by  a  body  of 
00,800  person!  who  had  petitioned  against 
the  Catholic  claims^  finding  their  advocate 
io  be  in  jeopardy,  met,  and  passed  reso- 
lutions thanking  the  Speaker  for  his  speech 
in  the  committee  of  tlie  House  of  C5m- 
Inons ;  more  particularly  for  having,  in  his 
address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  given'  due 
eflfect  to  the  vote  of  that  committee,  by 

Eroclaiming  it  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
>ords.  This  meeting  also  resolved,  that 
Ihese  resolutions  should  be  fairly  copied 
out  on  vellum,^ and  be  presented  to  the 
Speaker.  He  (Mr.  Terney),  however, 
could  not  believe  that  the  Speaker  would 
consent  to  keep  in  his  possession  a  sheet 
of  vellum  which  had  for  its  object  to  vilify 
247  of  the  members,  by  whose  votes  he 
had  been  elected 'into  the  office  of  Speaker 
of  that  House.  If  the  Bill  which  had 
come  from  the  Lords,  known  by  the  name 
qf  the  duke  of  Norfolk's  Bill,  had  been 
thrown  out  in  this  House,  would  the 
Speaker  have  assigned  the  same  reason 
Ibr  the  rejection  of  that  Bill  >  He  would 
toot,  because  that  would  have  been  to  in* 
suit  the  other  House  of  Parliament.  And 
why  be  more  afraid  of  them  than  of  this 
bouse  ?  The  Speaker,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  every  session  of  parliament,  put 
in  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
liberty  of  speech,  and  that  all  thei^  pro* 
ceedings  might  receive  a  favourable  con* 
struction.  How  hard,  then,  was  it  upon 
them,  that  he  who  acted  as  their  mouth, 
and  prayed  for  a  favourable  construction 
on  therr  proceedings,  should  himself  put 
on  the  actions  of  so  large  a  body  of  them 
the  most  unfavourable  construction.  Be- 
cause two  lines  had  been  struck  out  of  a 
Bill  which  had  been  introduced  into  that 
House,  tho  supporters  of  thQ  measure  were 


represented  as  Intending  something  sub- 
▼ersivct  of  the  constitution.  Such  a  charge 
would  not  have  been  suffisred,  coming 
from  the  crown,  or  from  the  other  House  ; 
and  should  the  House  snfiTer  it  from  Its 
own  Speaker  ?  He  (Mr.  Tiemey)  wished 
for  nothing  severe;  he  only  wished  for 
security  against  the  future,  that  the 
Speaker  might  n6t  again  denounce  the 
members  of  that  House  as  subverters  of 
the  constitution ;  and  then  he  would  bare 
no  occasion  for  sheets  of  vellum,  such  as 
that  to  which  he  (Mr.  Tiemey)  had  just 
alluded,  with  which  to  adorn  the  walb  of 
his  house. 

General  Maihew  said,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  observed,  that  not 
one  person  had  supported  the  amendment 
of  the  member  for  Bedford;  but  he  assured 
the  House,  that  he  entirely  approved  and 
meant  tb  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BathurU  defended  the  Speaker.  He 
did  not  feel  that  any  of  the  observations, 
applied  to  the  Speaker's  conduct,  had  any 
weight.  It  was  said  by  a  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman,  that  a  Speaker  may  be  eloquent, 
but  he  must  not  be  an  historian.  In  what 
respect  had  he  been  giving  any  history 
that  was  not  well  known  to  the  people  of 
England  ?  A  great  Question  had  been 
discussed  ;  and  it  was  known  that  part  of 
the  members  of  that  House  took  one  side, 
and  part  the  other  Then  it  was  said, 
that  ihe  way  in  which  it  had  been  men- 
tioned  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
was  disgraceful  t^  part  of  the  Commons, 
and  that  it  cast  obloquy  on  the  supporters 
of  the  Catholic  claims.  Every  man  in 
the  dountry  knew  that  question  bad  been 
negatived ;  and  what  the  Speaker  said 
did  not  divulge  any  secret,  neither  could 
it  prevent  the  question  from  being  again 
brought  forward.  It  had  been  urged, 
that  the  proceeding,  if  allowed,  would 
prevent  the  right  of  petitioning.  Mr.  Ba* 
thurst,  however,  could  not  see  that  it  would 
be  the  least  impediment  to  that  right. 
The  authorities  quoted  did  not  apply. 
The  speech  was  no  more  a  censure  on  the 
Catholics,  than  a  Bill  framed  to  correct 
abuses  would  be  a  censure  on  the  .persona 
committing  those  abuses.  It  was  merely 
stating,  that  the  body  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  feeling  what  they  conceived 
due  to  Protestants,  had  not  consented  to 
this  measure.  Then  it ,  was  said,  the 
Speaker  made  his  speech  as  a  private 
member,  and  not  under  the  direction  of 
the  House.  The  statement  that  he  made 
had  appeared  on  the  Jommalsof  the  House. 
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Did  it  not  appear  on  the  Votes  ?  The 
Bill  was  not  thrown  ont,  it  it  true  (said 
Mr.  Batharst),  nor  does  the  right  hoii. 
gentleman  state  that  it  was:  he  merely 
says>  we  have  not  thought  proper  to  pass 
it.  When  he  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
HoQse  of  Lords,  he  had  a  right  to  say  the 
Bill  was  not  paised.  A  Speaker  placed 
before  the  throne  had  staited  facts  which 
he  had  a  discretionary  power  to  comma* 
nicate.  He  had  truly  stated,  that  a  mea- 
sure of  this  nature  did  not  pass.  The  co* 
lour  which  he  gave  to  the  proceeding 
would  liave  been  given  by  the  majority  of 
the  House,  had  the^  delivered  their  senti- 
ments on  the  subject.  It  was  usual  to 
give  notice  of  the  nature  of  any  motion 
for  a  vote  of  censure  to  the  party  princi* 
pally  affected.  This  he  understood  had 
been  done  by  the  noble  lord  ;  but  of  the 
amendment  and  outrageous  censure  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  the  hon«  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment,  and  of  the 
amendment,  he  apprehended  that  he  had 
had  no  notice.  This  he  could  not  consider  to 
be  fair  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Db- 
approving  both  of  the  motion  and  amend* 
ment,  be  should,  in  the  first  instance,  vote 
that  the  words  of  the  motion  should  sti^nd, 
in  order  to  throw  out  the  amendment. 
He  should  afterwards  put  a  negative  on 
the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Whiibrtad,  in  explanation,  said  be 
had  not  intentionally  thrown  any  imputa- 
tion.  He  had  moved  the  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  his  opinion  on 
the  Joornsfs ;  but  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  press  the  House  to  a  division  on  it. 

Lord  Morpeth  said,  that  after  the  very 
able  and  powerful  support  which  had  been 
given  to  the  proposition  thtrt  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  submitting  to  the  House,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  say  one  "word  in 
reply.  His  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) in  his  zeal  to  rescue  the  right  hon. 
ffentfemau  (the  Speaker)  from  a  possible, 
had  fixed  a  real  imputation  upon  him. 
The  word '  elsewhere,'  which  is  to  be  found 
in  his  motion,  had  been  supposed  to  imply, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  a  syco- 
phant and  courtier  might  gain  a(5cess  to 
die  throne.  The  truth  is,  that  the  expres- 
sion '  elsewhere'  had  been  taken  from  a 
precedent,  which  did  not  perhaps  apply 
to  the  present  case,  and  therefore  might 
be  wholly  omitted ;  but  if  such  were  his 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he 
inould  have  framed  a  very  different  mo- 
tion, and  should  have  avowed  his  opinion 
Without  reietfe ;  and  this  he  conceited  to 


be  a  sufficient  answer  to  an  observation  of 
an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes),  who  said 
that  a  motion  of  direct  censure  would 
have  been  more  manly  and  dignifiedr  His 
great  ol>|ect  had  been  to  endeavour  to 
assert  the  privile^  of  the  House,  and  he 
wished  to  assert  it  in  a  manner  Uie  leaak 
personally  offensive  to  the  right  hon«  goa* 
tieman.  * 

The  Hoose  divided  on  the  original  im* 
lion— Ayes  106;  Noes  274;  Majority 
against  lord  Morpeth's  motion  168.  / 

The  Resolution  of  Mr.  Bankes  was 
afterwards  carried. 

HOUSB  OFCaMMONS. 

ilfofM%,  JprU  25. 

Colonial  Orpicas  Bill.]  Mr.  Brog* 
den  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  on  the  Bill  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  22d  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  '*  An  Act  to  prevent  the  grant- 
ing, in  future,  any  patent  office  to  be 
exercised  in  any  colony  or  plantation, 
now  or  at  any  Itime  hereafter  belonging  to 
the  crowti  of  Great  Britain,  for  any  longer 
term  than  during  such  time  as  the  grantee 
thereof,  or  person  appointed  thereto,  shall 
dncharge  the  duty  thereof  in  person,  and 
behave  well  therein;"  the  amendments 
which  they  had  made  to  the  Bill ;  and  the 
amendmenu  were  read,  and,  with  an 
amendment  to  one  of  them,  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill,  with  the 
amendments,  be  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

GovERNOfR  AnrsLTB.]  Sir  Hcmy  Mild' 
nu^  said,  that  in  consequence  of  some 
statements  which  had  appeared  in  the 
public  papers,  he  feh  it  bis  duty  to  en- 
tire of  toe  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo^ 
site  (Mr.  Goul^ro).  whether  any  memo- 
rial had  been  received  by  his  Mafetty's 
government  from  the  free  people  of  co- 
lour in  the  island  of  Grenada,  respecting 
the  cpnduct  of  governor  Ainslie,  who  had 
been  sovemor  of  that  island,  but  who  had 
since  been  removed  to  the  situation  of  go« 
vemor  of  Dominica  ?  He  was  also  desirous 
of  knowing  whether  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment were  aware  that  a  proclamation 
had  been  issued  by  governor  Ainslie, 
threatening,  if  the  slaves  who  had  run 
awary  from  their  masters  did  not  return, 
that  he  would  order  the  soldiery  to  de- 
Aroy  their  women  and  children  ? 

Mr.  OauUmm  answered>  that  his  Ma« 
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jetty't  Bunisters  ha?ing  received  some  in- 
formatioD  respecting  the  memorial  of  the 
free  people  of  colour  in  the  island  of  Gre- 
nada,  he  had,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  department 
'  to  which  he  was  attached,  written  a  letter 
to  governor  Ainslie,  to  require  an  expla- 
nation of  the  transaction :  in  answer  to 
which,  the  governor  had  transmitted  the 
memorial  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  baronet, 
together  with,  documents  illustrative  of 
the  circumstances  as  they  had  occurred. 
He  (Mr.  Goulburn)  at  a  subsequent  period 
saw  the  paragraph  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  respecting  the  proclamation  al- 
leged to  have  been  issued  by  general 
Ainslie,  and  had  written  to  require  an  ex- 
planation on  that  subject  also,  but  had 
not  yet  received  an  answer. 

Sir  Hemy  Mildmay  wished  to  know  if 
these  were  the  only  steps  taken  by  his 
Majesty's  government  upon  this  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  GmiUntrn  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  first  topic  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet, a  full  enquiry  had  taken  place ;  the 
result  of  which  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  produce,  if  required  by  the  House. 

Sir  H.  Mildmay  begged  to  be  informed, 
whether  governor  Ainslie  was  removed  to 
the  island  of  Dominica,  after  or  previous 
to  the  information  received  in  this  country, 
respecting  the  proclamation  of  which  he 
had  spoken  ? 

Mr.  Goulburn  replied,  that  the  ap- 
pointment had  taken  place  antecedent  to 
any  mention  of  the  proclamation  in  this 
country. 

Sir  H,  Mildmay  then  moved.  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copy 
of  memorial  of  the  free  people  of  colour  in 
the  island  of  Grenada,  respecting  governor 
Ainslie,  and  all  other  papers  relating 
thereto.— Ordered. 

CoKN  Laws.]  Lord  Archibald  Hamil- 
ton presented  a  Petition  from  the  chamber 
of  commerce,  at  Glasgow,  against  any  al- 
teration in  the  Corn  Laws.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Sir  Henry  Parnell  presented  a  Petition 
from  the  Queen's  county  in  Ireland,  pray- 
ing that  the  Corn  Laws  might  be  amended. 

Lord  A.  HamilioH  took  this  opportunity 
of  asking  the  hon.  baronet  to  explain  what 
was  the  course  which  he  meant  to  pursue 
in  his  intended  propositipo^  with  regard  to 
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an  alteration  in  the  Corn  Laws ;  and  whe- 
ther the  measure  he  had  in  contemplation 
had  not  resulted  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee which  sat  on  this  subject  in  the  last 
session  ? 

Sir  /f.  Parnell  said,  that  in  pursuance  of 
his  notice,  he  intended  to  move,  that  the 
House  should  resolve  into  a  committee,  to 
take  the  Corn  Laws  into  consideration.  If 
the  House  acceded  to  this  motion,  he 
should  propose  a  series  of  resolutions, 
containing  the  alterations  which  he  had 
in  view;  and  if  these  resolutions  were 
agreed  to,  he  should  then  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  founded  upon  them. 
These  resolutions  he  had  already  prepared. 
They  were  essentially  different  from  those 
which  he  proposed  in  the  last  year,  in 
consequence  of  the  alterations  which  had 
ta^ken  place  in  the  prices  of  grain.  The 
average  importation  price  he  should  fix  at 
a  sum  which  would  not  interfere  with  the 
present  price  of  grain  or  bread.  In  answer 
to  the  question,  as  to  whether  the  pro- 
ceeding in  question  bad  originated  with 
the  select  committee  which  had  sat  last 
year,  he  would  answer  in  the  affirmative  ; 
but  he  would  add,  that  it  altogether  dif- 
fered from  the  recommendations  of  that 
committee. 

The  Petition  presented  by  the  hon. 
baronet  was  then  brought  up,  and  ordered, 
to  be  printed. 

Droits  of  Admiralty.]  Mr.  .Bennett 
observed,  that  on  a  former  night,  in  answer 
to  a  question  which  he  put  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  he  was  told,  that 
SQyOOO/.  had  been  advanced  out  of  the 
Droits  of  the  Admiralty,  by  way  of 
loan,  towards  paying  off  the  debts  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent;  he 
was  now  desirous  of  knowing,  whether 
any  part  of  the  230,000/.  which  had  been 
advanced  out  of  those  Droits  towards  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Civil  List,  had  been  devoted 
in  the  same  manner  ?  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  nnBvrtred, 
that  no  part  of  the  loan  granted  from  the 
fund  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleras^n  to 
the  Civil  List,  had  been  applied  in  the 
manner  which  he  suggested ;  as  the  ac- 
counts on  the  table  would  prove. 

Ma.  Le  Marchant  and  the  Fraud 
ON  the  Stock  Exchange.]  Mr.  Browne 
took  occasion  to  ask,  whether  ministers 
had  taken,  or  meant  to  uke,  any  proceed- 
ing in  consequence  of  a  certain  publica- 
tion which  had  recently- appeared  witk 
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respect  to  Mr.  Le  Marchant,  whose  name 
was  introdaced  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  Colonial  Offices  Regula- 
tion Bill.  Upon  the  character  of  the 
transaction  with  which  Mr.  Le  Marchant's 
name  was  connected  in  the  publication  al- 
luded to,  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  express  any  opinion;  but  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  inquire,  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  send  out  Mr. 
Le  Marchant  to  occupy  the  important 
office  of  Secretary  at  Antigua,  under  the 
stigma  which  tl^is  publication  attached  to 
his  character  ? 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  that  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  publication  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  member,  it  was  intimated  to  Mr. 
Le  Marchant  that  he  was  not  t6  leave 
town  until  enquiry  was  made  upon  the 
subject. 

The  Bank  Restriction  Act.]  Mr. 
Tiemty  thought  it  could  not  be  deemed 
premature  to  inquire,  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  when  the  definitive 
treaty  should  be  signed,  what  course  it 
was  proposed  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
restriction  of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank. 
According  to  the  existing  law,  that  restric- 
tion wobld  cease  six  months  after  the  con- 
clusion of  peace.  Now  be  wished  to 
know,  whether  it  was  intended  to  propose 
a  further  continuance  of  the  restriction, 
and  previously  to  submit  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  a  cominittee  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared 
his  inability  to  answer  what  he  considered 
a  string  of  premature  questions.  It  was 
impossible  for  him  to  state  when  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  peace  would  be  signed ; 
and  he  wto  quite  unable  to  state,  at  pre- 
sent, what  course  on  that  event  it  would 
be  advisable  to  pursue  with  regard  to  the 
period  of  restraining  the  payment  of  cash 
by  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Tiemey  disclaimed  the  desire  of 
pressing  any  thing  prematurely  upon  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  but  as  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  was  not  likely  to  be  signed 
until  a  late  period  of  the  session,  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  inquire  how  it  was  meant  to 
proceed  with  respect  to  the  Bank  ?  Whe- 
ther by  at  once  bringing  forward  a  Bill  to 
continue  the  restriction  beyond  the  period 
of  six  months,  or  previously  submitting  the 
lififairs  of  the  Bank  to  ttie  consideration  of 
ft  select  committee  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  be  was  not  prepamd  to  answer  that 
qaettioo. 


Petition  of  Mr.  Duncan.]  Lord  A. 
Hamilton  presented  a  Petition  of  Andrew 
Duncan,  printer  to  the  university  of  Glas- 
gow ;  seuing  forth,  '^  that  certain  printera 
in  London  have  lately  presented  to  the 
House  a  petition,  the  prayer  of  which  is 
to  withdraw  from  him  and  from  the  other 
University  printers  rights  and  privileges 
secured  to  them  by  law ;  and  the  tendency 
of  which  is  to  impress  upon  parliament 
and  the  public  the  belief  that  the  Scottish 
university  printers,  and  especially  the 
petitioner,  have  been  guilty  of  abusing 
their  privileges,  and  thereby,  besides  doing 
injury  to  the  London  printing  trade,  they 
have  defrauded  the  revenue,  both  by  the 
unwarrantable  extension  of  their  privileges, 
far  beyond  the  intention  of  the  legislature, 
and  by  claiming  and  obtaining  on  the  ex« 
portation  of  their  books  a  second  payment 
of  duties,  of  which  they  had  previously 
received  the  draw- back ;    and  that  the 

J>etitioner,  having  been  particularly  aU 
uded  to  in  the  petition  of  which  he  com- 
plains, feels  himself  called  upon  to  meet 
these  charges,  by  solemnly  denying  that 
he  has  ever  in  the  slightest  degree  trans- 
gressed either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the 
law ;  and  praying,  that  the  House  will 
reject,  as  frivolous  and  groundless,  the 
complaints  of  the  London  printers,  and 
suffer  him  and  the  other  University  prin- 
ters to  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
privilege  now  secured  to  them  by  law,  and 
the  proper  use  of  which  may  be  favourable 
to  the  advancement  of  learning  and  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  country." 

On  the  motion  for  its  being  laid  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  any  petition  which  he  had  presented 
contained  a  charge  of  fraud  and  perjuiy 
against  any  set  of  individuals ;  nor  would 
be,  if  he  were  conscious  of  such  a  charge 
being  contained  in  a  petitioh,  be  the  in- 
strument of  presenting  it  to  the  House. 
The  petition  which  he  did  present  certainly 
contained  a  charge  against  the  printers  of 
the  university  of  Glasgow,  of  printing 
learned  books  to  an  extent  which  was  not 
sanctioned  by  law.  This  was  all  he  re- 
collected the  petition  went  to;  and  he 
had,  upon  reading  it,  discovered  nothing 
which  he  considered  improper.  In  pre- 
senting it,  however,  be  by  no  means 
pledged  himself  to  the  truth  of  its  allega- 
tions, and  had  merely  done  thai  duty 
which  he  felt  he  was  bound  to  perform. 
Upon  receiving  a  copy  of  the  petition  pre- 
sented that  night  by  the  noble  iord^  ha 
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had  put  it  into  the  haadv  of  the  gentle- 
Biea  who  bad  first  applied  to  bin  :  and, 
lia?ing  done  so*  it  was  with,  them  to  sup- 
port their  charge  in  the  best  manoer  they 
could. 

The  Petition  Was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

CoEEUPTiON  OP  Blood.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  sir  Samoel  Romilly,  the  House  re* 
ioWed  into  a  committee  upon  the  Bill  to 
lake  away  Corruption  of  Blood  in  the 
punishment  of  felony  or  treason. 

Mr.  Yarke  enforced  his  former  objec- 
tions to  the  general  principle  upon  which 
this  measure  was  grounded,  inToWiug  as  it 
did  an  alteration  in  the  old  established  law 
of  the  country.  As  the  principle  was  ad- 
mitted, that  we  should  in  no  case  legislate 
de  nmfo  without  necessity,  so  the  strongest 
grounds  of  necessity  should  be  addoced 
10  warrant  legislation  against  an  established 
qfttem ;  and  he  saw  no  grounds  for  theVery 
material  change  which  the  Bill  proposod. 
To  that  part  of  it  which  related  to  lower 
felonies,  his  objections  were  not  so  strong, 
although  be  could  not  help  considering  the 
change  as  disadrantageous.  But  to  the 
removal  of  the  Corruption  of  Blood  from 
Ihe  punishment  of  treason  ai|d  murder,  he 
atrongly  -objected*  It  was  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  thfft  punishment  wa&as  ancient 
as  the  law  of  England— «s  any  of  those 
Jaws  which  established  the  security  df  pro- 
p^ty— as  ancient  as  the  law  which  settles 
the  succession  of  the  father's  estate  upon 
the  eldest  son^«s  other  laws,  which  no 
fffttionri  man  could  with  to  alter.  But  in- 
dependently of  the  long  establishment  of 
this  law,  which  entitled  it  to  nsspectful 
consideration,  he  cootended.ithat  its  policy 
end  expediency  were  unquestionable,  be* 
cause4t  proTided  for  the  safety  of  society^ 
by  providing  for  the  punishment  of  the 
greatest  crimes  by  which  society  6ou]d  be 
attacked.  The  value  and  importance  of 
this  part  of  our  law  was  indeed  established 
by  the  high  authority  of  lord  Coke,  from 
whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read  a 
long  extract,  in  support  of  his  opinion. 
The  right  hon.  gent  said,  iie  would  ask,  was 
ther^  any  reason  for  the  alteration  of  this 
part  of  our  law,  which  was  not  a  technical 
formality,  but  a  substantial  and  constitu- 
tional feature  in  it?  Had  any  inconve- 
nience arisen  from  the  practice  of  the  law 
as  it  now  stood  ?  On  the  contrary,  would 
.it.net  be  a  slur  on  his  present  Idsyesty's 
reign,  marked  throoghnut  by  the  mildness 
^with  whick  the  laws,  partipuiarly  those  le- 
♦  t 
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lating  to  high  treason,  had  been  adminis- 
tered, to  repeal  this  statute  at  the  present 
time,  as  if  anv  unjust  use  had  been  made 
of  it?  In  the  period  of  this  reign  the 
minds  of  men  had  been  shocked,  alarmed, 
and,  as  it  were,  set  adrift  by  three  dfeadful 
events  which  bad  threatened  the  disorgani- 
zation of  society  in  general,  and  the  des- 
truction of  this  couDtry  in  particular ;  the 
rebellion  of  America,  the  French  revolu- 
tion, and,  lastly,  the  rebellion  in  Ireland. 
Was  it  immediately  after  events  like  th^se, 
add  with  all  their  horxors  still  staring  us  in 
the  face,  that  any  prudent  man  would  pro- 
pose to  make  alterations  in  the.  laws  relat- 
ing to  high  treason,  or  to  diminish  the  ter- 
rors of  the  punishment  ?  Again,  when  we 
recollected  the  many  atrocious  and  bar- 
barous murders  lately  committed  in  the 
metropolis,  and  unexampled  in  any  former 
period,  could  we  consider  ourselves  as 
entering  upon  a  new  golden  age,  or  as 
living  here  in  Arcadia  ?  From  the  many 
evils  with  which  we  were  threatened  from 
our  superabundant  population  and  other 
fearful  causes,  we  ou^ht  to  hesitate  ex- 
tremely before  we  admitted  any  considera* 
ble  relaxation  in  the  sanction  of  the  law, 
or  loosed  the  hold  on  the  actions  of  others, 
which,  as  all  writers  agreed,  the  principle 
of  regard  for  their  posterity,  whether 
vanity  or  a  better  feeling,  gave  us  over 
them.  The  bon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  stating,  that  he  should  'propose  to 
leave  out  of  the  Bill  the  words,  ''or  trea- 
son,^' and  that  it  should  run  thus, ''  that  no 
attainder  of  felony,  not  extend  ins  to  trea- 
MM/  P^^^y  treason,  or  murder,  do  lead  to 
corruption  of  blood.'' 

Sir  Jama  JUaekkuOih  s^jd,  it  was  with 
unfeigned  regret  that  he  was  compelled  to 
dissent  fromthe  reasoning  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  last  spoken.  It  was 
true,  be  admitted  with  him  the  antiquity  of 
ihe  present  law ;  it  was  as  ancient  .as  any 
other  of  our  lavrs  relating  to  high  treason  ; 
but  it  was  not  more  ancient  than  the  law 
enacting  the  infliction  of  the  peine  forte  4r 
Aert ;  it  was  not  more  ancient  than  the 
statute  de  heretico  comburendo ;  it  was  not 
more  ancient  than  the  sentence  for  burn- 
ing women  convicted  of  petit  treason,  nor 
was  it  more  ancient  than  any  other  of 
those  disgraceful  and  oppressive  statutes 
which  formed  the  whole  of  the  feudal  sys- 
tem. It  waa  asked,  what  necessity  there 
was  for  altering  the  law  in  this  respect  i 
He  would  anawef,  the  same  necessity  that 
there  was  for  repnliog  the  law  for  the  in- 
fliction of  torture^  for  the  burning  of  iVQOteP» 
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or  the  barnirtg  of  heretics — the  necessity 
that  in  a  humane  and  enlightened  age  and 
country  the  laws  should  not  be  sullied,  the 
heart  hardened,  and  the  understanding  in- 
sulted, with  barbarous  and  absurd  enact- 
ments— a  necessity  the  loudest,  the  most 
imperious,  and  the  most  indisputable  of  all 
others.  The  spirit  of  mildness  and  huma- 
nity which  bad  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  present  reign  he 
was  not  certainly  disposed  to  deny.  But 
what  was  the  inference  drawn  from  it  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  ?  Why,  that  they 
were  not  to  catch  any  part  of  that  spirit, 
that  they  were  not  to  embody  th^  same 
▼iews  and  principles  in  any  legislative 
measure  ;  but  to  leave  the  code  of  English 
jurisprudence  branded  and  stained  as  it 
was  with  barbarous  and  obsolete  anoma- 
lies. On  a  subject  so  trite  as  that  of  the 
laws  of  confiscating  property,  and  on 
which  so  much  ability  had  been  displayed 
in  that  House,  he  could  have  been  con- 
tented not  to  have  offered  any  arguments, 
but  to  have  given  a  silent  vote ;  but  he 
wished  to  make  a  few  observatipns  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  both  as  a  native  of 
Scotland  himself,  and  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a  respectable  body  of  Scottish 
freeholders.  The  majority  of  those  who 
heard  him  were  not  to  be  informed,  that 
the  punishment  of  corruption  of  blood 
was  unknown  to  the  ancient  law  of  Scot- 
land, as  well  as  of  every  other  country  of 
Europe.  This  punishment  was  first  ex- 
tended to  Scotland  by  the  6th  of  queen 
Anne,  in  cases  of  high  treason ;  but  the 
corruption  of  blood  for  felony  had  never 
been  introduced  into  Scotland ;  and  in- 
deed be  (sir  James),  though  not  a  Scotch 
lawyer,  believed  that  the  term '  felony'  it- 
self did  not  exist  in  their  law.  And  here 
he  would  beg  to  call'  the  attention  of  the 
House  shortly  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  6th  of  queen  Anne  had  been 
passed,  as  they  were  related  by  that  very 
correct  and  honest  historian  (for  such  he 
appeared  to  bim)^  bishop  Burnet.  After 
the  law  was  passed,  a  proviso  was  brought 
in,  that  it  was  to  end  on  the  death  of  the 
Pretender.  In  consequence  of  this  pro- 
viso, the  opposition  which  had  been  made 
to  extending  it  to  Scotland  ceased.  But 
it  only  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  addi- 
tion of  this  clause,  which  therefore  pai'- 
took  of  the  sacVedness  of  that  whole  ar- 
rangement. We  were  informed  by  bt&hop 
Burfiet,  Ihbt  when  he  wished  to  propose 
the  repeal  of  the  confiscating  laws  in 
1716,  he  was  told  that  such  m  repeal 
(VOL.XXVIL) 


would  be  proper  in  good  times,  but  that 
circumstances  then  rendered  them  neces- 
sary :  and  by  whom  was  he  told  so  ?  By 
lord  Somers  and  lord  Cowper,  who  were 
at  that  time  the  lights  and  ornaments  of 
their  country.  The  circumstance  which 
in  their  minds  must  have  weighed  against 
the  immediate  repeal  of  these  laws  was 
the  French  invasion  of  Scotland  the  pre- 
ceding year  (17 15)  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender ;  so  that  it  appeared  to  them,  who 
were  the  framers  and  supporters  of  this 
very  Bill,  that  any  extension  of  it  beyond 
a  period  of  imminent  danger  and  alarm 
was  a  Violation  of  the  principle  on  which 
it  was  brought  in.  In  1745,  half  a  cen- 
tury after  its  first  introduction,  lord  Hard- 
wicke  had  made  a  declaration  to  the  same 
effect,  when  he  restricted  the  necessity  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Bill  to  the  Preten- 
der's life-time :  and  it  appeared  from  the 
debates  of  that  period  (lately  published),* 
as  well  as  from  the  preamble  of  the  3;11 
itself,  that  it  was  only  intended  to  meet 
the  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  was 
regarded  as  a  rigorous  and  violent  mea- 
sure, unworthy  of  "  good  times.''  From 
the  year  1709  to  the  year  1799  he  stood 
on  the  authority  of  the  greatest  lawyers 
and  statesmen  that  this  country  had  pro- 
duced, that  the  Bill  was  to  be  considered 
as  a  temporary  and  accidental  expedient, 
and  not  as  a  necessary  and  fundamental 
part  of  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  the 
making  it  general  and  unconditional  in 
1799  was  the  real  innovation;  for,  that  is 
an  innovation  which  alters  (he  existing 
law.  That  innovation,  however,  had  beea 
introduced  in  times  of  danger,  and  discord, 
and  civil  war ;  and  did  not  therefore  afford 
any  precedent  or  any  apology  for  its  con- 
tinuance in  the  present  ch-cumstances.  It 
had  been  asked,  why  his  learned  and  hon« 
friend  had  not  extended  bis  proposed  al- 
teration of  the  law  .to  forfeiture,  as  well  as^ 
corruption  of  blood.  Indeed,  it  had  been 
objected  to  bis  learned  and  hon.  friend 
generally,  that  he  was  too  much  a  reformer 
in  detail,  too  minute,  and  cautious,  and  fear- 
ful. He  thought  that  this  objection  was  in  it- 
self a^ingular  one ;  and  besides,  with  respect 
to  the  particular  instance,  there  was  this 
difference  between  the  law  of  forfeiture 
and  the  corruption  of  blood,  that  the  for- 
mer was  common  to  us  with  other  coon- 
tries  ;  but  the  latter  peculiar  to  ourselves, 
and  was  therefore  proved  by  general  ex^ 
perience  not  to  be  essential  to.  the  secu- 

*  See  Pari,  History,  Vol.  13,  p.  704. 
(2M)  ' 
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rily  and  pr«4enraUoQ  of  t  state.  For  him- 
self,  he  bald  both  in  ^qoal  (be  would  not 
B^j  diaafiprobati^  bni)  abhorrence.  With 
ra«pect  to  the  eorr^piio^i  of  blood,  he 
wooid  aay,  that  if  any  Antti^Utopian  pbi- 
loflopber  were  !•  sil  down  t^  contrive  a 
]%w  which  waa  to  realise,  not  the  greatest 
poMibl^  good,  but  the  greatest  aggrava 
tiaii  of  folly  and  iqjasUce,  be  eo^id  not 
invent  asy  thing  more  prepesteroei  than 
the  pceeent  law  on  that  subject.  For  it 
wa«  a  law,  not  to  inflict  a  direct  and 
heavy  puoitbinent  on  the  offender,  and  a 
remote  and  contingent  one  on  hit  poste- 
rity, bot  to  inflict  very  often  a  serious 
and  certain  puniahment  on  the  inpocent, 
aad  either  a  very  slight  one  or  none  at  all 
on  the  guilty.  To  a«ppose  that  a  law, 
like  that  under  the  consideration  of  the 
comoultee,  wovkl  have  the  eflect  of  de- 
terring a  naan  firooi  the  eoiniBissioii  of  a 
crime ;  to  imagine  that  this  law,  through 
which  ft  person  uoboro  might,  some  6fty 
or  a  hundred  yeavs  after  the  criminars  de- 
oeaae,  miss  aq  estate  wbkb  be  might 
otherwise  have  gained,  was  to  entertain 
an  expectation  more  wild  and  extrava- 
gant than  bad  ever  been  dre^vnt  by  the 
wildest  sophisu  while  Sbrmtng  visionary 
schemes  of  government.  No  stronger 
case  vtmB  neeessary  to  shew  th.e  impro- 
prkrAy  of  continuing  this  law,  than  one 
which  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Plunkett)  had  brought  forward; 
where,  through  corruption  of  bJood,  an 
eatate  was  lost  to  the  children  of  an  officer 
in  bis  Majesty's  army,  who  had  been  en- 
gaged ia  suppressing  the  rebellion,  in 
which  bis  relation  was  concerned.  Thia 
hardship  had  been  endured,  to  maintain 
the  beauiaful  theory,  that  the  corrupted 
blood  of  a  traitor  could  not  be  a  channel 
(fir  the  transmission  of  any  property.  For 
thiS|  the  children  of  an  officer  who  bad 
delated  hia  life  to  the  cause  of  loyalty 
were  to  he  made  beggars ;  as  if  it  were 
not  enough  that  tbeir  unfortunate  parent 
ahottld  draw  hia  sword  against  his  kins- 
man^ and  probably  be  placed  in  the  dis- 
tressing situation  of  unconsciously  depriv* 
ing  his  relation  of  life.  Conld  it  be 
thought  that  it  was  no  hardship  for  the 
children  of  such  an  officer  to  go  on  their 
knees  to  beg  that  bread,  which,  bttt  for 
this  law,  they  might  have  claimed  at  their 
right.,  He  did  not  wish  to  asperse  those 
through  whom  the  bounty  of  the  crown 
was  exerted ;  but  he  should  despise  tiiat 
man  who  did  not  feel  it  a  degradation  to 
be  compelled  to  ittrplore  that  boapty.  To 
be  placed  in  this  situation,  was  revottijtig 


Com^tm^fBhcd.  [532 

to  tbe  pride  of  an  Englishman«-*to  those 
feelings  which  had  made  this  country 
what  it  now  is,  and  what^  he  trusted  in 
God,  it  would  ever  remain.  The  limita- 
tions wbi^h  had  been  set  to  the  operation 
of  this  Law,  proved  that  it  had  been  consi- 
dered as  an  innovartion  on  the  established 
system.  It  bad  been  condemned  by  Iprd 
Somers  in  1701^  by  lord  Hardwicke  ia 
1744;  and  a  time  more  favourable  for  ita 
repeal  than  the  present,  coqld  Jde^er 
be  expected  to  arrive.  At  a  period  when, 
as  had  trnly  been  said,  all  were  united  ia, 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  thpse  stn-^ 
pendous  events  which  had  assured  onr 
safety  and  repose,  it  would  be  well  tbjat 
they  should  proceed  to  ajbrogate  the  an* 
cient  severity  of  those  laws  which  might 
be  relaxed— to  remove  the  brand  and 
remnant  of  civil  convulsion^^to  dp  away 
that  miserable  absurdity,  which  iv^y 
served  to  furnish  a  subject  for  ipvectiva 
and  criticism  to'  those  who  opeaed  our 
statute  book  in  order  to  abuse  it.  Ha 
concluded,  by  pronouncing  an  animated 
eulogy  on  the  conduct  of  the  eoaperor 
Alexander;  and  expressing  a  hope,  tbajt 
tbe  happy  change  efiected  through  bis 
firmness,  would  be  productive  of  impor- 
tant domestic  reforms,  alfixding  as  it  did 
the  fairest  opportunity  for  aUaioing  ihemw 
The  Solicitor  General  (Mr.  Seijeant 
Sheplierd)  began  by  denying  tjhe  assump^ 
tiou  of  the  last  speaker,  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  legislature  in  179Q,  with  re- 
spect to  the  corruption  of  blo^d«  waa  an 
innovation;  and  contended,  that  it  waa 
rather  a  restoration  of  the  law  as  it  existed 
previously  to  1708.  Adinitting  also  that 
the  account  of  the  learned  and  eloqjueiH 
member  was  accurate^  so  far  as  it  reg^ird^ 
ed  the  application  of  tbe  law  to  Scotland* 
it  by  no  means  followed,  that  the  emioent 
autboritiea  he  had  cited,  who  condeouied 
the  corruption  of  blood  as  extending  tQ 
that  country,  condemned  it  also  as  apply* 
ing  to  Eoffland;  for  if  they  did,  it  waa 
very  singular,  that  in  the  reign  of  Georgei 
2,  they  should  have  extendi  its  term  of 
operation.  But,  it  had  been  said,  this  waa 
done  because  the  same  reason  then  existed 
for  it  as  in  170i;  viz.  that  it  should  CQn«r 
tini^e  in  force  as  long  as  the  /iescendmuyi 
of  the  Pretender  were  liviiig;  it  was  mar- 
vellouf,  however,  if  all  this  were  correct^ 
that  in  1799,  when  the  last  descendant  of 
thQ  Pretender  waa  dead,*  no  one  foimd 
out  that  the  principle  of  the  law  was  an 


*   Tbe  teamed,  member  asema  apt  to 
have  been  historically  correa  in^tUspurt 
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'  inDOTttioii.  lo  ftict,  it  wtB  no  inaova- 
tion ;  it  lad  been  a  compfonise  between 
the  parties  in  the  reign  of  qoeen  Anne; 
and  it  was  fit  thitt  it  shoeld  be  restored  lo 
its  ancient  form  when  tbe  reasons  for  tbat 
coanpremiee  no  longer  subsisted.  He 
bought  tbe  antiqaity  of  a  law  was  a 
strong  argument  why  any  proposed  ake- 
^ratfon  of  it  should  be  well  aind  maturely 
considered.  The  general  law  of  corrup- 
tion of  bleed  had  been  recognized  tiMe 
after  titne  by  a  variety  of  acts  of  parlia- 
ment«  wherein  new  felonies  had  been 
created^  and  from  which  the  penalty  of 
comiptiofi  of  blood  had  been*  expressly 
excepted  ;  thus  confirming  it  as  efiR^ciu- 
ally,  and  almost  wiih  equal  force,  as  if 
ra-eoacted.  He  hoped  tbe  House  would 
paiMe>  therefore,  before  they  consented  to 
any  alteration  of  a  punishment  which  was 
founded  in  the  principle  df  common  law, 
was  recognised  by.  Magna  Charta^  and 
over,  and  ofer  again  by  repeated  acts  of 
parliaiment*  Corraptieti  of  blood,  as  for 
as  it  related  to  treason,  he  «ras  decidedly 
of  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  taken  away, 
because  its  operation  upon  the  afi^tions 
and  sympathies  of  use  A  was  such  as  might 
huTe  the  eftct  of  deterring  them  from  the 
tomaaission  of  enoraious  and  desperate 
criuMS ;  and  though  he  should  prefer  that 
the  obligations  of  moral  duty  might  alone 
be  sufficient  td  curb  the  Kcentioosdess  of 
▼ice ;  yet,  as  they  well  knew  that  such 
obligations  were  not  always  efi^ctive,  he, 
for  one,  felt  no  objection  in  making  the 
beet  aflbctions  of  our  nature  controul  its 
worst  passions.  It  was  well  in  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  to  quote  the  case 
relatire  to  the  officer's  family :  but  would 
it  be  wise  in  the  HoiMe  to  allow  general 
eaeadures  to  be  altered,  because  particu- 
lar coses  of  hardship  were  to  be  found  ) 
Thie  must  be  the  mere  felt,  when,  in 
eases  like  that  referred  to,  the  crown  had 
alwa]ns>  in  modem  times,  interfered  to  do 
tbe  soAreti  justice.  But  the  learned 
gentleman  wished  the  law  of  forfeiture,  aa 
well -as  that  of  corruption  of  blood,  to  be 
done  away.  He  (Mr.  Solicitor  Gen.)  wished 
to  kMW  at  once,  to  what  length  he  would 
propoee  to  go,  that  he  might  see  how  far  he 
meant  to  change  the  present  system.  It  ap- 
peared to  him, 'that  corruption  of  blood,  as 
fomMled  en  the  common  law,  and  act?d 
upon  in  modem  time*,  ought  to  continue. 
Ilie  crown  of  late  years  bad  not  inter* 


of  hie  argument ;  as  cardhHd  Yerk  did  not 
die  before  1807. 
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fered,  but  t^  beadfit  the  family  of  tbe  ert- 
minat,  and  to  save  them  from  thtet  dM^r 
to  which  they  had  been  \eh  exposed  but 
for  the  existence  of  this  very  taw.  He 
wished  it  therefore  to  con^it^ue  over  the 
cHminal  m  terrorefn,  and  to  protect  in  par- 
ticular cases  his  fomily  by  escheat. 

Sir  Si  RomMfy  acknowledged,  tNit  he 
felt  at  the  same  time  great  concern  and 
great  satisfoctioh.  He  wai  sorrv,  fVom 
the  speech  of  hift  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
to  find  that  he  was  to  hate  him  as  an  op- 
ponent iti  the  present  measure;  but  tne 
liberal,  candid,  atid  moderate  manner  in 
which  he  had  exhibited  that  opposition, 
though  it  was  no  more  than  what,  from  the 
habitual  suavity  and  amenity  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  fViend,  he  might  have  expected, 
could  not  but  give  hkn  the  highest  satis- 
faction. He  had  hoped,  however,  th^t 
his  hon.  and  lebmed  fHend  would  have 
given  bis  reasons  much  more  at  tat^e, 
why  it  was  his  wish,  or  why  be  thought  it 
necessary,  to  retain  this  punishment.  He 
could  not  but  be  sorprfsed  that  his  bon. 
and  learned  friend,  or  any  other  peraott,  ~ 
could  be  desii^us  to  retain  a  practice 
which  Was  a  disgrace  to  our  laws;  while 
at  the  same  tiine  it  was  in  reality  no  pu- 
nishment wiiatever,  if  the  criminal  chose 
to  make  a, will  before  be  was  found  guilty* 
He  was  sorry  that  he  could  not  cbin- 
oidein  opinion  with  the  boii,  gentleman; 
because,  though  convinced  that  high 
treason  was  an  offbnce  of  greater  enor« 
mity  that  murder,  and  ought  to  be  more 
severely  punished ;  yet,  he  was  equally 
convinced  that .  corruption  of  blood  was 
unfit  for  any  punishment.  In  tbe  first 
place,  it  fell  upon  tbe  innocent,  and  not 
upon  the  guilty ;  and  in  the  next  plate, 
it  depended  upon  the  will  of  an  individual, 
whether  it  should  have  any  operation  otr 
not.  If  a  person  died  intestate,  and  the 
heir  could  not  make  out  his  pedigree,  but 
through  the  blood  of  one  tainted  with 
felony,  then  the  law  would  take  its  course ; 
but  it*  the  estate  or  property  was  devised, 
there  existed  no  power  in  the  law  to  pre- 
vent its  transmission.  And  was  that  fit 
for  a  punishment  ?  If  this,  however,  was 
the  law  of  the  land,  why  did  not  his 
hon.  firiend  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  it  ge* 
neral  ?  It  was  not  so  at  present.  Corrup- 
tion of  blood  was  net  known  in  any  part 
of  the.county  of  Kent.  Were  murders  to 
be  indulged  and  tolerated  there  as  a  privi- 
lege }  And  that  was  an  argument  agahnst 
the  antiquity  of  the  law ;  for  the  ancient 
law  of  tlK  land  was  the  law  of  tbe  comity 
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of  Kent,  ?iz;  the  lawof  ga?el-kind.  What 
siffDified,  however,  the  antiquity  of  a  law  ? 
The  question  to  be  considered  was,  whe- 
ther it  was  fit  for  its  purpose,  whether  it 
was  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  man- 
ners and  society,  and  not  whether  it  was 
enacted  by  one  set  of  barbs&rians  or  ano- 
ther. Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  had  disap- 
proved of  it.  In  the  last  chapter  of  his 
Commentaries,  when  speaking  of  the  ad- 
Tantages  which  had  flowed  from  the  Re- 
▼olutiooj  among  others  he  had  mentioned 
this,  "  that  it  opened  a  prospeci,  that 
corruption  of  blood  would  be  entirely 
done  away  by  one  general  and  undistin- 
guishing  law.^'  He  enlarged  on  the 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  this  statute ;  he 
had  no  wish  to  change  the  general  system 
of  the  criminal  laws;  but  where  be  thought 
they  might  be  altered  for  the  better,  he 
should  continue  to  ofler  those  suggestions 
which  he  thought  would  be  of  service. 
No  time  could  be  fitter  for  working  such 
reforms  than  the  present.  Europe  had 
long  enough  given  her  attention  to  scenes 
of  carnage  and  desolation.  A  bright 
prospect  now  opened  before  her.  It  had 
been  said,  by  the  greatest  poet,  perhaps, 
of  which  this  or  any  other  country  could 
boast,  that 

« Peace 

^'  Has  victories  not  less  renown'd  than  war ;" 
and  at  many  such  triumphs  he  hoped  to 
be  present  in  that  House.  There  it  was 
his  hope  that  victories  would  be  gained, 
for  which  shouts  of  exultation  would  as- 
cend to  Heaven,  uninterrupted  by  the 
groans  of  the  dying,  and  the  lamenta- 
tions over  the  dead.  Among  writers  on 
the  subject  in  other  countries,  he  had  met 
with  only  one  who  said  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  doctrine.  It  was  a  French  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Tournelle,  who  was 
allowed  to  be  not  only  a  man  of  learning 
in  his  profession,  but  of  very  extensive 
acquirements  in  general  literature*  The 
mode  in  which  he  put  it  was,  he  believed. 
as  follows:—*'  //  faut  parcer  leatur  du  pare 
par  k  sdn  du  fiU  ;**  which  was  more  of 
the  nature  of  a  dictum  of  his  own  fancy, 
than  partaking  of  any  sound  principle  of 
reason  or  argument.  The  learned  gentle- 
man had  sajd,  the  power  of  the  crown 
had  not  been  harshly  exercised  in  modern 
times.  Ir  one  instance  he  (sir  Samuel 
BomillyJ  thought  it  had,  in  the  case 
which  be  had  mentioned  when  bringing 
ihe  subject  forward,  and  which  he  would 
new  repeal.  He  then  re-stated  the  case 
Af  a  woman  of  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
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Wisdom,  who  had  been  found  guilty  of 
murder  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1747.  An 
estate,  to  which  she  many  years  afterwards 
became  entitled,  (for  she  bad  by  some  means 
obtained  her  pardon)  had  been  purchased 
by  a  gentleman  (a  Mr.  North)  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  and  had  been  held  by  him 
as  such  bond  fide  purchase.  Within  a 
short  time,  the  son  of  this  womah  claimed 
the  estate;  and  the  conviction  for  murder, 
and  consequent  corruption  of  blood>  was 
pleaded  in  bar  of  the  claim  :  on  which 
the  woman,  who  is  still  living,  though  at 
a  very  advanced  age,  turned  informer, 
and  apprised  the  government  of  the  right 
of  escheat.  Government  had  proceeded 
at  law  to  recover  it,  and  most  expensii^e 
proceedings  were  now  heaped  upon  the 
man  who  had  given  a  fair  and  valuable 
price  for  it. 

The  SolicUi>r  General  said,  that  Mr. 
North,  the  person  who  purchased  the 
estate  in  the  case  mentioned  by  his  learn- 
ed friend,  had  done  so,  with  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  title  possessed  by  the 
party  with  whom  he  made  the  bargain. 
The  son  of  the  woman,  he  believed,  com- 
mitted the  murder ;  and  the  woman  her- 
self had  some  claim  on  the  estate,  of  which 
Mr.  North  had  full  knowledge  at  the 
time  he  made  the  purchase.  Wheor  she 
stated  her  claim,  it  vifas  set  up,  in  opposi- 
tion to  her,  by  the  purchaser,  that  she  could 
not  prosecute  it,  in  a  court  of  justice,' as 
the  estate  had  been  forfeited  by  the  commis- 
sion of  the  crime  of  murder.  The  crown, 
in  consequence,  interfered,  and  claimed 
the  property,  as  an  escheat,  to  prevent  it 
from  being  withheld  from  the  descendants 
of  the  woman.  This  was  an  act,  not  of 
oppression,  but  of  justice. 

Sir  ^.  Romily  said,  he  believed  his 
learned  friend  had  been  misinformed. 
The  woman  herself,  not  her  son,  had  been 
convicted  of  murder;  and,  on  the  other 
points,  his  statement  appeared  to  be  equal- 
ly incorrect.  This  be  (sir  S.  Rom  illy) 
could  positively  assert,  that  not  one  of  the 
circumstances  mentioned  by  his  learned 
friend  appeared  in  the  progress  of  the 
case — they  were  kept  profoundly  secret. 
Of  this  he  could  speak,  as  a  witness  of 
the  proceedings.  The  estate  had  passed 
through  a  variety  of  hands  since  the 
year  174>7,  without  any  claim  whatever 
having  been  advanced. 

Sir  Jof/ies  MackitUoik  said,  that  it  was  of 
little  consequence  which  of  the  statements 
was  the  correct  one ;  either  way  the  hi- 
ference  was  decidedly  against  the  prioci- 
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pie  which  the  learned  geatleman  (the 
Solicitor  General)  supported.  It  certainly 
.  varied  the  person  by  whom  the  abuse  was 
practised ;  but  still  it  shewed,  that  it  was 
a  principle  which  was  employed  abusifely 
or  fraudulently  by  one  party  or  the  other, 
either  by  the  purchaser  or  the  woman,  and 
was,  therefore,  liable  to  misapplication  on 
future  occasions.  It  also  proved,  that 
unless  the  property,  in  a  case  of  forfeiture, 
became  an  escheat  of  the  crown,  there  was 
no  remedy  whatever.  This  doctrine,  of 
the  corruption  of  blood,  was  founded,  it 
was  said,  on  ancient  and  modern  authority. 
The  ancient  authority  was  pointed  out  in 
the  following  passage  in  a  letter  from 
Cicero  to  Brutus—"  Nee  vero  me  fugit 
quam  sit  acerbum  parentum  scelera  filio- 
rum  poenis  lui ;  sed  hoc  prseclar^  legibus 
comparatum  est,  ut  caritas  liberorum  ami- 
ciores  parentes  reipublicsc  redderet/' 
With  respect  to  this  authority,  however, 
it  was  to  be  observed,  that  the  most  learned 
writers  and  critica  declared  the  letter, 
from  which  it  was  extracted,  to  be  spurious 
and  surreptitious.  The  mcKlern  authority 
was,  Mr.  Yorkers  Considerations  on  the 
Law  of  Forfeiture,  which  was  opposed  by 
no  less  a  lawyer  than  judga  Blackstone. 

Mr.  Yorke  said  a  few  words  in  defence 
of  the  principles  he  had  before  laid  down. 

Mr.  PreHom  pointed  out  various  hardships 
that  arose  from  the  corruption  of  blood. 
Amongthese  he  particularly  dwelt  upon  the 
€trcumatance,thatchildrenoornbeforecor- 
ruption  of  blood  was  taken  away  by  pardon 
could  not  inherit  from  their  father,  while 
those  who  were  born  afterwards  could. 

Mr.  Lockhari  supported  the  amendment. 
The  argument  of  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
(Mr.  Yorke),  founded  on  the  antiquity  of 
the  law,  so  far  back  as  the  Norman  con* 
quest,  remained  untouched.  It  had  b^en 
asked,  why  had  the  writ  De  Comburendo 
Hsretico,  and  the  punishment  <  Peine  forte 
et  dure^  been  done  away  ?  But  the  cor- 
ruption  of  blood  was  very  d  ifferent  This, 
however,  was  the  only  answer  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  received,  except  the 
case  of  the  woman  convicted  of  murder  at 
Oxford  in  1747,  which  was  one  of  those 
miraculous  occurrences  that  coul^  very 
seldom  happen.  Part  of  the  argument  of 
those  who  supported  the  Bill,  he  conceived 
io  be  just.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
midnight  assassin  would  be  prevented  from 
committing  murder,  through  the  fear  that 
bis  family  would  suffer.  But,  with  respect 
to  high  treason,  he  thosueht  such  a  result 
was  to  be  expected.    >^uld  not  men  of 


high  minds,  of  strong  passions,  and  of 
lofty  ambition,  be  deterred  from  embark- 
ing in  treasonable  schemes,  when  they 
reflected  on  the  ignominy  which  it  would 
stamp  on  their  descendants — when  they 
considered  the  flatrk,  as  the  French  termed 
it,  by  which  it  would  mark  their  posterity  r 
To  men  of  this  description  it  would  act  as 
a  preventive  of  the  crime;  it  would  incite 
them  to  pause  before  they  f:ommitted  it. 
But  he  did  not  think  corruption  of  blood 
should  be  visited  on  minor  offences— and 
such  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Black- 
stone,  who,  in  speaking  on  the  penalties  of 
high  treason  being  extended  to  coining, 
observes — **  This  confounds  the  distinction 
and  proportion  of  oflfences ;  and,  by  a6Bx» 
ing  the  same  ideas  of  guilt  upon  the  man 
who  coins  a  leaden  groat,  and  him  who 
assassinates  his  sovereign,  takes  off*  from 
that  horror  which  ought  to  attend  the  very 
mention  of  the  crime  of  high  treason,  and 
makes  it  more  familiar  to  the'  subiect.^' 
He  was  willing  to  alter  the  law,  as  it  re* 
spected  other  crimes,  but  not  with  refers 
ence  to  high  treason. 

A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  Amendment 47 

Against  it 32 

Majority ,...•  — 15 

Mr.  Yorke  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
"  That  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  should 
n»t  extend  to  high  treason,"  which  was 
carried  without  a  division.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  next  moved,  **  That  petty 
.treason  should  also  be  exempted  from  its 
provisions.'^ 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn,  Mr.  Preston,  and  Mr. 
W.  Smyth,  opposed  the  motion,  which 
was  supported  by  JV^r.  Yorke  and  Mr* 
Bathurst. 

The  amendment  was  carried,  the  othejr 
clauses  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Friday. 

High  Treason  Punishment  Bill.] 
The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  on  the  above  Bill, 

On  the  reading  of  that  clause,  by  which 
the  punishment  was  simply  restricted  to 
hanging; 

Mr.  Yorke  moved,  "  That  after  the 
words, '  and  there  be  hanged,'  the  words, 
'  and  then  be  beheaded,'  should  be  in« 
serted.''  He  allowed,  that  the  punishment 
was  very  shocking,  and  very  horrible ;  but 
if  it  were  altered,  it  would  be  less  severe 
than  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  the  effect  would 
be  proportionably  weaker,  as  it  respected 
the  prevention  of  crime* 
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Sir  S.  RomiUf  w^M  noi  Uk«  the  Mme 
of  tb«.  comniiilee  oo  the  f  tndment, 
alihougb  lie  by  no  meaot  tppfoved  of  it 
He  did  nol  ibiok  that  the  ^espofing  to 
pvblic  view  tbe  maogM  remaiM  of  a  cri* 
ninal  could  bate  any  good  effiMt  Men 
coald  not  be  aocw tomed  to  look  on  each 
horrid  tights  without  becoming  hardened 
and  ineeoiible. 

Mr.  Whkhfdad  obeerved,  that  ahbooetr 
his  learned  friend  did  act  mcaa  to  t^e 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  tbe  amendnent, 
yet  he  could  aot  help  ezpressinc  the  dis- 
gust he  ielt  at  the  wording  of  the  clause 
they  had  jast  beard  reMJ.  It  was  too 
horrid,  he  thought,  not  to  disgust  eyery 
gtetlettian  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  Yothe  said,  when  they  were  making 
•  laws  for  the  infliction  of  paaisbment,  they 
must/  necessarily,  use  those  words  which 
the  bon*  gentleman  so  much  disliked.  It 
seeioed,  howcTer,  aM>st  extraordinary, 
wheil  measures  of  this  kind  were  under 
consideratiao,  that  gehtleeaen  sboald  fsel 
all  the  pity  for  those  culprits  whom  the 
enactments  meant  to  curb  and  controol ; 
and  none  at  all  for  the  evila  which  the 
public  might  eufier,  if  they  w^re  not  in 
existence.  In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a 
successful  treason,  where  war  was  levied 
withiil  the  realm,  what  e?ik  would  the 
public  be  aofatjected  to  ?  How  many  houses 
would  he  burned«-how  many  mnrders 
perpetrated—^how  many  rapes  committed ! 
These  circumstances  were  all,  it  appeared, 
forgotten,  in  qomraiseratioa  of  the  cri- 
minals. 

Sir  S.  RomH^  was  surprised  that  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman,  as  be  was  so  much 
attached  to  the  ancient  system,  did  not 
contend  for  the  propriety  of  embowelling 
a  man  aliTe.  When  be  assented  to  the 
necessity  of  disgusting  exhibitions,  ^y 
did  he  not  propose  that }  The  right  hon* , 
gentleman  had  spoken,  as  if  he  and  his 
n-iends  alone  had  any  care  far  the  general 
welfiMre  ot  the  state.  (Hear,  hear,  from 
the  Treasury  benches.)  The  sentiment 
seemed  lo  be  cheered,  as  if  it  were  a  just 
one.U^That  sentiment,  however,  which 
appeared  tube  levelled  against  him,  he 
would  repel.  In  every  attetopt  he  had 
made^  his  object  was,  to  prevent  the  com- 
mission ef  crime,  not  to  accelerate  it.  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  condemned 
himself.  .  Upon  bis  own  principle,  he  had 
been  unaundliil  of  the  public  safety,  since 
he  had  ag|reed  to  seme  of  the  alterations  in 
the  erimmal  law. 

Mr.  Yorkt  did  not  think  that  hii  obfav^ 
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vations  deserved  eoch  eevere  animadver- 
sion. What  he  said  wbe  called  for,  he 
conceived,  by  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbroad) ;  and  he  cer- 
tainly never  meant  to  insinuate,  that  the 
learned  gentleman  or  any  other  individual 
harboured  a  wish  to  protect  criminals  at 
the  expence  of  justice.  He  gave  the 
learned  gentleman  credit  for  t^e  purity  of 
his  motives>  and  trusted  that  he  would  act 
with  e<}ual  liberality.  He  was  extremely 
sorry  that  on  this  subject  ho  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  diftr  from  a  gentleman  whose 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  whose 
general  abilities,  were  entitled  to  the 
highest  respect. 

Mr.  WhUbnttd  said,  he  never  wished  to 
protect  traitors  or  treason;  but  still,  he 
repeated,  he  could  not  hear  without  horror 
the  wording  of  the  clause  just  read.  Tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  often  expressed 
his  readineu  to  amist  in  a  ravision  of  the 
lawa;  but,  when  he  came  to  work,  his 
assistance  was  found  u  be  of  a  very  limited 
nature.  It  was  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
cumetance,  in  the  present  day,  that  there 
was  no  gentleman  who  wanted  to  ohtain  a 
correct  opinion  en  a  point  of  law,  however 
complicated,  and  hoev  dear  aoever  tbe  in- 
terests which  it  involved,  who  ivouM  not 
cheerfully  appeal  to  his  learned  kitnd, 
whose  theoretical  knowledge  was  fortified 
and  sustained  by  the  gveate^  experience : 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  put  his  estate,  his 
character,  hit  lifo,  into  the  hands  of  hie 
touisnd  friend ;  and  yet,  when  he  pvopeeed 
to  alter  that  law  of  which  be  was  the  beat 
judge  in  the  kingdom,  he  was  regarded 
with  jeatoosy  and  suspicion— «he  was  loeked 
opon  as  a  roan  who  wished  to  do  mischief 
to  the  country.  His  labours  had  net,  how- 
ever, been  entirely  lest»  The  speeches 
which  he  delivered,  when  he  introduced 
his  diftrent  alterations,  still  nmained. 
Some  of  those  alterations  he  bad  efi^ted ; 
and,  if  his  life  wer«  spared,  he  would  per^ 
severe  in  bringing  forward  tbe  remaioderi 
But  still,  he  had  oomparatrvefly  laboured 
in  vain*— for  ho  vras  unceasingly  opposed 
by  tho^  who  beM  knew  Me  merits,  !«*-Tha 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  those  who  sua* 
ported  the  Bill  wished  to  lemen  tbe  ponMi«> 
ment  for  high  treason,  by  which  tbe  puh^ 
lie  interests  would  be  endangered.  And 
whatdid  the  right  hon.  gentleman  hhflself 
propose  ?  To  leave  the  dead  body  to  tha 
dispoml  of  the  king  !~To  have  the  head 
cut  0%  afler  the  criminal  vras  banged  !— 
Such  scenes  as  these  were  net  fit  to  be 
beheld.    Well  did  his  learned  friend  mj. 
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that  Qeii  could  not  gaae  on  tben  with  in- 
pooityl— Tl^  prinoiplo  was  exactly  the 
same  as  that  which  taught  the  polic«« 
wbeathe  dreadfal  morderawerecoiBOuilad 
acme  tune  ago,  to  cairy  the  dead  body  of 
the  'suicide^  a^cempaoied  by  the  inatru- 
ments  with  which  be  comtBitted  the  bloody 
deed««  throogh  the  city«  in  triomph,  to 
appeaie>  as  it  was  taid^  the  fears  of  the 
people !  This  was  a  most  impolitic  pro<^ 
ceeding— and  appeared  to  him,  like  the 
profiaioas  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  so  m«ch  attaclura,  as  ic^iwcioiis 
as  it  was  disgasling. 

Mr.  Yarkc  said*  be  had  proposed  no- 
thing. He  only  eadeaTOored  lo  preseive 
that  which  constitnted  a  pajrt  of  the  an- 
cient law  of  treason* 

Sir.  BaSkurst  argued^  that  the  punish* 
ment  of  treason  operaled,  by  the  horror 
which  was  mtfoched  to  it»  to  proTont  the 
commission  of  the  crime.  The  giving  np 
the  bodies  of  murderers  for  dissection  was 
eqoally  horrible,  yet  no  complaint  was 
mado  against  that  award  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Jt,  Smith  said,  the  objection  to 
decollation  did  not  ariie  from  any  wish  to 
Isssen  she  pmishment,  bat  from  a  desire  to 
preyent  theoccacrenoe  of  spectacles  which 
tended  to  destroy  overy  Tsstige  of  feeling 
in  the  breasts  of  those  who  witnessed  them. 
As  to  the  giving  «p  of  bodies  for  dissec* 
lioiH.  it  wa%  with  respect  to  the  study  of 
anatomy,  attended  with  good  effibcts. 

Mr.  Whiiht^d  obserred^  that  the  same 
Act  which  aotherised  the  bodies  of  male- 
factofs  to  be  given  np  for  dissection,  also 
gave  a  discretionaty  power  to  the  jndg e 
to  order  them  to  be  bmig  in  chains.  The 
latter  c«itom  had,  however^  been  aban- 
doned for  years.;  it  was  found  not  to  epe- 
Dote  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  preven- 
tion of  crimes,  while  it  placed  before  the 
public  €yt  the  most  disgusting  spe<;tacle8. 
The  dissection  of  bodies  had  not  that  ef- 
fect.-—The  pnblic  were  not,  in  that  case, 
shocked  with  any  horrid  exhibition,  be- 
yond the  death  of  the  criminals. 

The  clause,  as  amended,  was  then 
.agreed  to^-^The  Hoose  resumed,  and  the 
Boport  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Vriday. 

BbPOIT      PSOll      THE     COMMITTEB      OF 

Snvour.]  Mr.  Brogden  reported  from 
the.  Committee  of  Supply  the  following 
Besolntions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed 
loby  the  House: 

it.  Resolued,  That  a  sum,  ooi  exceediAg 
QI^72SL  Irish  cnrrenoy  net,  be  grasiied  to 


hit  Majesty,  for  defraying  the  expence  pf 
the  Foundling  Hospital  in  Dubiiii,  from 
thje  5th  day  of  January  1814  to  the 
dthday  of  January  1S15. 

2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  49,1 13/. 
Irish  currency  net»  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jeaty»  for  defraying  the  expence  of  sup- 
porting the  Houso  of  Industry,  Hospitals 
and  ^ylums  for  Industrious  Children  in 
Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
lfrl4  to  the  Sihday  of  Jannarjr  1815. 

3»  That  a  suh^  not  exceedmg  14,160^ 
Irish  currency  net|  be  g?aated  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expenee  of  the 
Hibernian  Society  for  Soldiess'  Children  at 
Dublin,  for  one  year,  ending  the  5th  day. 
of  January  1815^^ 

4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,697/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  ddraying  the  charge  of  the 
Hil>emiaD  Marino  £)ciety  in  Dublin,  for 
one  year,  ending  the  5ih  day  of  January 
1815. 

5.  That  a  sum*  not  exceeding  2,140/. 
Irish  currency  net»  he  granted  to  his  Mi^ 
jesty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
Female  Orphan  House  in  the  Circular 
Road,  Dublin,  from  the  5th  day  of  January. 
1814  to  the  5th  day  of  January  18fJ5. 

6.  That  a  sum,  nol  exceeding  7,99SL 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  demying  the  expence  of  sup* 
porting  the  Westmorland  Lock  Hospital 
ra  Dublin,  from  tbe  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  tbe  5th  day  of  January  1815^ 

7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceedUlg  3,070/. 
Irish  curcencv  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma« 
jesty,  for  defraying  thn  expence  of  tho 
Lying-in  Hospital  wx  Dublin*  from  tbe  Sth 
day  of  January  1814  to  the  5th  day  of 
January  1815. 

8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  2,548/L 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expence  necessary 
to  be  incurred  by  tbe  commissioners  for 
building  sir  Patrick  Dun's  Hospital  at 
Dublin,  for  tbe  year  ending  the  5th  day 
of  January  1815. 

9.  That  a  sum,  ndt  exceeding  1,4181. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  for  defraying  tbe  expence  of  Doctor 
Steevens's  HospitiU  at  Dublin,  from  the 
5th  day  of  January  1814  to  the5th  day  of 
January  1815. 

10.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  5fi00i. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  bis  Ma*- 
jesty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the 
House  of  Recovery  ond  Fever  Hospital  in 
Cork-street,  Dobiin,  for  the  maintaiiung 
and  relieving  ^,000  paitenu,  from  the  5th 
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day  of  January  1814  (o  the  5tb  day  of  Ja- 
nuary 1815. 

11.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  3,473/. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expences  which 
nlay  be  incurred  by  the  Association  for 
discountenancing  Vice  and  promoting  the 
Knowledge  and  Practice  of  the  Christian 
Religion,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1814  to  the  5tb  day  of  January  1815. 

12.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  116/.  58. 
Irish  currency  net,  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, for  defraying  the  expences  of  the 
Green  Coat  Hospital  of  the  city  of  Cork, 
for  one  year,  commencing  the  5tb  day  of 
January  1815. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  April  26. 

Gold  Coin  Bill.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Bank 
Restriction  or  Gold  Coin  Bill. 

Lord  Lauderdale  expected,  considering 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  that  the 
noble  lord  would  have  stated  his  reasons 
for  proposing  this  continuation  of  the 
measure.  It  was  a  subject  of  the  very 
highest  importance.  Bv  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stood,  the  Bank,  it  was  known, 
must  resume  payment,  in  cash,  in  six 
months  from  the  signature  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace.  Whatever  were  the  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  whether  gold  had  risen  in 
value  as  some  thought,  or  paper  had 
fallen  as  others  thought,  he  presumed  all 
must  agree,  that  as  to  this  resumption  of 
payment  by  the  Bank,  there  must  be 
some  regulation.  This  would  be  a  matter 
for  very  serious  consideration,  even  if  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  had  been 
the  only  Bank  paper  in  circulation ;  but 
when  it  was  considered,  that  there  were  no 
less  than  900  other  establishments  of  this 
description,  which  in  their  issues  of  paper 
naturally  looked  solely  to  their  own  in- 
terest, the  subject  must  appear  of  still 
more  serious  importance.  When  this 
restriction  was  first  imposed,  the  matter 
had  been  investigated  by  parliamentary 
committees ;  and  when,  in  six  months 
after,  its  continuation  was  proposed,  the 
subject  was  again  submitted  to  the  investi- 
gation of  committees  of  parliament.  He 
hoped,  that  before  any  specific  measure 
should  be  proposed  on  the  sabject  under 
the  present  circumstances,  a  similar  inves- 
tigation by  a  committee  of  one  or  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  would  take  place. 
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He  also  expressed  bis  hopes,  that  the  exe- 
cutive government  would,  at  an  yearly 
period,  bring  the  matter  forward,  and  not 
delay  it  till  a  period  at  which  it  could  not 
be  considered  with  the  attention  that  its 
importance  demanded.  Something,  it  was 
obvious,  must  be  done  this  session ;  and 
the  sooner  it  was  brought  under  considera- 
tion, the  better.  At  the  same  |ime;  it  was 
a  most  delicate  subject,  and  required  to  be 
touched  with  caution.  This  country  was 
in  a  most  extraordinary  state  in  regard  to 
its  circulation.  Other  countries  had  near- 
ly as  long  been  engaged  in  war,  and  yet 
bad  continued  to  pay  in  cash.  But  he 
did  not  mean  at  this  time  to  enter  into  the 
subject  at  length;  and  even  if  he  were 
more  inclined  to  do  so  than  be  was,  he 
should  almost  have  be^n  deterred  from 
doing  so  by  the  state  of  the  attendance  : 
he  now  merely  wished  to  call  the  atten-^ 
tion  of  ministers  to  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  to  state  bis  opinions  as 
to  the  line  of  proceeding  which  they 
ought  to  adopt  in  relation  to  it.  It  must 
soon  come  before  their  lordships  in  a  more 
extended  shape  ;  and  till  that  opportuity, 
he  should  reserve  what  he  had  to  say  with 
respect  to  this  very  important  question. 

The  Earl  of  JUverpool  stated,  as  his  rea- 
son for  not  having  made  any  observattona 
on  the  subject  now,  that  he  understood  it  to 
be  the  opinion  on  all  sides,  that  they  must 
have  such  a  Bill  for  a  short  time  at  least 
With  respect  to  the  general  question,  he 
admitted  that  it  was  one  of  very  great  inr- 
portance,  and  one  which  must  be  touched 
with  great  delicacy.  The  situation  of  the 
country  with  regard  to  its  circulating  me- 
dium was  certainly  one  in  which  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  perhaps  had  ever  before 
been  placed ;  but  without  these  deviations  > 
from  the  ancient  principle,  the  great  ex- 
ertions which  had  been  made  for  some 
time  past,  and  especially  the  exertions  of 
last  year,  could  not  have  been  made.  He 
admitted,  however,  that  bow  it  would  be 
proper*  as  soon  as  it  could  conveniently  be 
done,  to  revert  to  the  ancient  system,  or 
rather  to  the  principles  of  the  ancient  sys- 
tem, as  nearly  as  circumstances  would  al- 
low. The  attention  of  ministers  would,  of 
course,  be  turned  to  the  subject ;  and  the 
result  would  be  brought  forward  in  the 
manner  which  might  appear  best  calcu- 
lated to  answer  the  intended  object.  But 
in  the  mean  time,  be  apprehended  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  passing  of  this  Bfll,  and 
of  continoing  the  present  arrangem^iU* 
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iiH  •omt  other  cMikl  be  more  mator^ 
and  deliberateky  examnied  and  discntted. 
The  BiU  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

HfiCLisTON  £LBCTi<m  BfLL.]  Eavl 
filrmAspt  proposed  the  first  reading  of 
this  Bill ;  .as  there  were  some  petitions  to 
be  presented  ap^iost  it,  whieh  cook!  not 
be  receifed  before  the  first  reading.  The 
fHinciple  of  the  BiU  was  excellent ;  but 
as  10  its  propriety  in  the  particalar  iii« 
stance,  from  ignorance  of  the  fiicts»  he 
was  nnable  to  form  any  opinion.  The 
reason  why  he  took  part  hi  the  Bill  was, 
to  shew  that  he  had  no  hostility  to  it,  as  he 
had  opposed  a  similar  one  in  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  was  then  thrown  om,  in  par* 
f nance  of  an  excellent  maxim  of  their 
lordships,  nerer  to  proceed  on  efidence 
taken  by  the  Commons,  hot  to  examine 
their  oWn  witnesses. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

.     HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Tmidm^,  April  26. 

Ths  Fifth  op  Elizabbth.]  Mr.Lodt* 
htrt  presented  a  Petition,  signed  by  op* 
wards  of  7«000  masters  and  journeymen 
carpenters  and  joiners,  residing  in  various 
paru  of  England,  against  a  Pctiiion  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  Honse,  on  a  former 
occasion,  by  the  right  hon.  George  Rose, 
which  pra]^  certain  alterations  in  the 
5th  of  Elizabeth,  materially  affecting  the 
internets  of  the  present  petitioners.  The 
petitioners  also  stated  their  conviction  of 
the  necSenity  of  a  seven  years  apprentice- 
ship,  in  all  trides  involving  art  va&  mys« 
terv ;  end  that  socfa  a  service  was  essen* 
tial  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of 
the  arts  and  manvfhctures  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  hon.  getttleman  then  went  on 
to  state,  that  the  pHneiples  by  which  the 
trade  of  the  carpenters  bod  been  regnbted 
were  of  each  a  nature,  that  it  would  be 
injurimis  te  their  interests  if  they  were 
altered  or  subverted;  which,  they  con- 
eeiyeil,  woold  be  the  ease  if  the  5th  of 
EUgMibiHli  were  altered  in  the  way  pro- 
posed.—The  Petitioa  was  ordered  to  He 
upoft  the  table. 

Bl^BLIN  FoWDLfNO  Hos?iTAi..1  Mr. 
fM  <aid,  the  obfect  of  the  Bill  which  he 
meawt  to  introduce  was,  to  enable  the  go* 
rernors  of  the  Fdondlmg  Hospital  in 
^sbKn  lo  limit  the  reception  of  childreir 
mtiy  that  Hespital  to  a  certain  time  of  the 

(V0L.X3LV1I.) 


year.  The  ground  open  which  the  Bill 
was  introduced  was,  the  great  mortality 
thai  occurred  from  bringing  infanu  to  the 
Hospital  at  inclement  seasons  of  the  year* 
It  occurred,  that  in  one  year  infants  to  the 
number  of  180  were  rendered  incapable 
of  swallowing  from  the  badness  of  the 
season  at  which  they  were  brought  to  the 
Hospital.  His  object  was,  to  limit  their 
reception  to  a  certain  period  of  the  year* 
He  should  therefore  move  for  leare  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  soferal 
Acts  respecting  the  Foundling  Hospital  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  Jokm  Newport  had  not  heard  of  the 
mortality  alluded  to ;  but  he  was  not  pre« 
pared  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  sublet. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  tbe 
BiU.  It  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday 
next* 

Elxction  Expbvce  Bill.]  Mr*  Doug- 
las having  moved  tbe  order  of  the  day  for 
tbe  second  reading  of  the  above  Bill, 

Mr.  Lookhari  rose  to  oppose  tbe  mea- 
sure as  unnecessary,  and  likely  to  be  quite 
inoperative  to  i|s  professed  object ;  at  the 
same  time  that  it  would  be  productive  of 
many  incoBvenienctes.  Itwasonnecessary, 
beciiuie  tbe  statutes  of  William  and  the  2Qd 
of  Geo.  2,  already  made  sufficient  legisla* 
tive  provision  against  bribery,  by  preecrib- 
ing  that  the  camldate  should  foVfdit  his 
seat;  and  also  that  the  giver  or  receiver 
of  any  bribe,  at  or  previous  to  an  eleotion, 
should  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  500L 
Now,  any  money  given  to  non-residenc 
voters,  in  tbe  way  which  this  Bill  proposed 
to  prevent,  must  be  regarded  as  a  bribe,  - 
and  already  punishable  by  law ;  and  if 
this  law  were  ineficient  to  guard  against 
the  evil,  what  hope  cotild  be  enteruined 
from  the  Bill  before  the  House,  which  in 
fsct  proposed  to  diminish  the  horror  of  the 
existing  low,  by  taking  away  the  penalty 
prescribed  by  the  2od  of  George  9.  The 
inconveniencies  which  the  Bill  f^ouM 
occasion,  the  learned  gentleman  oidea- 
voured  to  shew  by  referring  to  tbe  diffi- 
culty it  would  create  in  the  conveyiince 
of  non-resident  voters  to  borooghs  and 
universities;  but  why  this  difficulty,  if 
just,  should  not  be  extended  to  counties 
also,  be  could  not  conjecture*  He  was, 
however,  adt erse  to  the  creation  of  the 
difficulty  at  all,  because  he  thought  that 
non-resident  voters  were  generally  leu 
corrupt  than  those  resident;  and  that 
where  tbe  represenution  of  bwoughs  was 
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cotiBned  to  the  latter,  they  often  had  40/. 
or  50/.  each  ;  the  borough  was  reduced, 
and  generally  fell  into  the  handi  of  some 
neighbouring  peer ;  whilst,  on  the  contrary, 
fion-resident  voters  served  to  preserve  an 
equilibrium ;  and,  generally,  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  borough  was  owing  to  them. 
This  Bill  would,'  besides,  virtually  operate 
to  disfranchise  a  vast  number  of  non-resi- 
dent voters  who  could  not  afibrd  to  pay 
the  ezpence  of  carriage  to  the  election 
where  they  had  a  right  of  voting.  The 
House  then  only  had  a  choice  of* evils; 
and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  far  better 
to  6x  by  law  the  sum  that  should  be  al- 
lowed to  defray  the  travelling  expence  of 
every  non-resident  voter,  than  to  adopt 
this  Bill.  After  a  variety  of  other  observ- 
ations upon  the  law  and  practice  of  elec- 
tion, in  the  course  of  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman recommended  the  repeal  of  the 
clause  in  the  Durham  Act,  by  which  those 
who  bad  inchoate  right,  namely,  by  birth 
or  servitude,  were  exempted  from  the  ob- 
ligation of  being  one  year  invested  with 
he  right  of  voting  before  they  were  ad* 
•missible  to  vote;  he  concluded  with 
moving,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  this  day  six  months, 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith,  on  seconding 
the  amendment,  said  a  few  words  in  oppo- 
sition to  tha  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  G,  Ro$e99L\a,  be  was  of  opinion  that 
the  House  ought  to  make  the  expences  of 
out- voters  legal  or  illegal  by  enactment; 
for  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the 
statutes  of  William  and  George  2,  the 
committees  of  the  House  very  often  dif- 
lered  on  the  subject  The. uncertainty  of 
the  law  constituted  the  great  efil.  He 
thought^  however,  that  it  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  great  difficulty  to  legalize  the  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  to  out- voters  for 
their  loss  of  time ;  one  man  might  gain 
only  three  shillings  per  day,  while  another 
might  obtain  twenty  times  that  sum.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Lock* 
hart)  seemed  to  consider  non-resident 
voters  as  more  independent  than  those 
who  were  resident;  such,  however,  was 
not  his  opinion— non-resident  electors  were 
usually  collected  and  treated  expensively 
previously  to  a  general  election ;  they 
were  then  carried  to  their  borough  by 
•ome.candidate ;  and  when  they  arrived 
there,  they  generally  sold  their  votes  to 
the  best  bidder.  <A  laugh.)  He  felt  obliged 
to  the  hon.  gentleman  for  the  Bill,  and 
,  should  vote^aiost  the  amendment.  With 
rtg|r4  to  what  bad  been  said  of  givijig 
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money  by  the  candidate  or  his  friend,  h« 
would  wish  to  draw  the  .line  as  tight 
against  the  latter  as  the  former. 

Sir  John  Newpori  was  convinced  of  the 
utility  of  the  Bill ;  and  thought  that,  so 
far  from  infringing  on  the  franchiaes  of 
particular  electors*  it  would  give  a  very 
proper  security  to  the  rights  and  franchise* 
of  the  real  bond  fide  electors.  Every  gen^ 
tleman  must  be  aware,  that  for  many 
months  previous  to  a  general  election, 
there  were  advertii^emenis  in  .the  news- 
papers inviting  non-resident  voters  to  as- 
semble at  different  public-houses,  where 
they  were  entertained^  and  often  kept4n  a 
state  of  constant  intoxication.  This  was 
a  practice  that  no  one  could  say  was  ne* 
cessary  to  secure  the  freedom  of  election. 
He  considered,  that  the  resident  eleclora 
were  alwayj  the  persons  most  competent 
to  judge  of  the  interests  of  the  place  in 
iVhich  they  resided,  and  the  most  likely 
to  form  a  proper  choice  of  the  representa- 
tives. An  hon.  gentleman  had  suggested 
many  improvements,  which  might  pro* 
perly  form  the  basis  of  another  Bill ;  but  ho 
bad  often  observed^  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  those  who  opposed  themselves  to  refor- 
mations, to  suggest  other  things  which  ap- 
peared to  them  more  beneficial,  but  which^ 
if  specifically  brought  forward,  they  would 
find  some  other  reasons  for  opposing.  If 
any  general  measure  was  proposed,  they 
opposed  it  on  account  of  its  generality ; 
but  if  a  specific  measure  was  proposed, 
then  the  objection  was,  that  it  was  in- 
complete from  not  being  sufficiently  ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  Marry au  could  not  reconcile  hia 
mind  to  such  an  innovation  as  this,  which 
went  practically  to  disfranchise  such  a 
considerable  body  of  electors*  .  It  waa  no- 
torious, that  a  considerable  number  of  the 
non-resident  voters .  were  not  able  to  jpBy 
their  own  expences  of  going  to  or  return* 
ing  from  the  place  of  election.  If  those 
expences  were  not,  therefore,  allowed  them, 
they  would  be  virtually  deprived  of  .tha 
benefit  of  their  franchises.  In  the  borough 
that  he  represented  (Sandwich)  the  number 
of  voters  was  about  1,000,  and  more  than 
half  that  number  were  non-residemts.  The 
number  of  non-resident  voters  was  perpe* 
tually  increasing;  as  it  was  not  possible 
to  find  employment  in  the  town  for  the 
numbers  who  were,  entitled  by  birth,  or 
otherwise,  to  their  freedom.  They  natu« 
rally  went  to  other  places  to  seek  for  em- 
ployment; but  he  never  could  admit  th« 
principlo  laid   d9wn»  that  non-residents 
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were  lefs  able  to  judge  of  tbe  proper  can* 
didates  to  vote  for,  Uutn  the  resideot'elec- 
tors.     He  conceived  that  the  mind   was 
•nlarged  instead  of  narjrowed,  by  mixing 
more  generally  with  the  world,  and  not 
being  confined  to  a  single  town.     The 
leading  questions  of  politics,  as  to  men 
and  measures,  might   be   fully   as  well 
understood  by  the  non-resident  voters.    In 
this   opinion    he    spoke  disinterestedly ; 
for  be  never  bad  occasion  to  put  himself 
to  the  expence  of  bringing  in  any  voters 
that  did  not  live  in  the  immediate  district 
of  the  Cinque  PorU.     Committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons  had,  however,  always 
drawn  the  line  between    indemnity  and 
bribery.     The  couru  of  justice  admitted 
the  same  distinction  in  the  case  of  wit- 
nesses, who  were  entitled  to  their  reason- 
able   travelling    expences,   before    they 
could  be  called  upon  to  give  their  testi- 
mony.    He  was  surprised  that  this  Bill 
did  not  extend  to  county  elections  also ; 
as  it  was  notorious  that  more  money  had 
been  spent  in  bringing  down  out* voters  to 
the  election  for  the  county  of  York,  than 
for  all  the  boroughs  and  towns  in  the  king- 
dom.    He  objected  to  the  Bill  as  supply- 
ing a  remedy  where  the  evil  was  light, 
and  omitting  to  furnish  one  where  it  was 
beavy.     It  was  said,  laws  were  like  cob- 
webs-—they  held  small  flies,  but  the  large 
ones   broke  through  them  and  escaped. 
This  might  with  justice  be  said  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  if  it  passed.     He  thought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  take  the  votes  of  electors 
at  their  places  of  residence ;  and  if  such  a 
Bill  were  brought  forward  it  should  have 
his  hearty  support.    The  Bill  before  them 
he  should  vote  against,  for  be  considered 
it  as  an  attack  on  the  rights  and  liberties 
-of  the  subject. 

•  Mr.  C.  W,  Wynn  was  surprised  that  that 
should  be  considered  as  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  subject,  which  only  went  to 
-give  force  and  vigour  to  the  existing  law. 
.This  be  thought  would  be  its  effect,  and 
therefore  it  bad  his  support.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  voters  ought  not  to  have 
their  expences  paid.  They  had  been 
compared  to  witnesses  on  a  trial ;  but  the 
comparison  would  not  hold,  and  he  was 
surprised  that  it  had  been  made.  A  Wit- 
ness came  forward  for  the  interest  of  one 
^of  the  parties^  Constitutionally,  an  elec- 
tor could  not  come  forward  for  the  interest 
.of  .a  candidate.  If  those  who  held  the 
elective  franchise  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  exercise  it  at  their  own  ex- 
.penc«>  be  thought  they  ought  not  to  come 
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forward  at  all..  He  objected  to  fixing  a 
sum  for  a  voter's  remuneration.  It  was 
impossible  to  say  what  would  be  a  pro- 

Cer  compensation  for  the  time  alleged  to 
e  lost.  The  door  once  opened,  it  would 
lead  to  drunkenness,  and  every  species  of 
disorder ;  and  many  of  the  electors  would 
only  think  of  selling  their  votes  to  those 
who  would  pay  best.  The  duration  of 
polls  was  a  matter  which  called  Joudly  for 
the  interference  of  the  House,  because  in 
many  cases  it  was  a  serious  grievance- 
There  were  instances  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  tbe  House  in  which  polls  had  been 
protracted  for  fifteen  days.  As  a  proof 
that  the  prevention  of  such  an  abuse  was 
easy,  he  stated  an  instance  in  an  election 
for  the  county  of  Essex,  when  5,000  voters 
were  polled  in  one  day.  To  return  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House  ;  he  had  heard  no 
valid  argument  urged  against  it.  He 
should  even  be  clad  if  a  Bill  were  intro- 
duced,  by  which  it  should  be  enacted,  that 
no  freeman,  who  for  the  future  might 
obtain  the  election  franchise,  should  have 
any  right  to  exercbe  it  until  he  had  re- 
sided for  a  certain  time  on  the  property 
from  which  he  obtained  the  right.  He 
trusted  that  the  Bill  would  be  committed  ; 
as  in  the  committee  the  House  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  minutely  its 
provisions. 

Mr.  Douglas  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  consequence  of  an  imputation 
(he  could  call  it  by  no  other  name)  , 
which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him 
by  an  hon.  gentleman,  with  ^me  injus- 
tice. What  he  had  stated  was,  that  though 
the  measure  "would  not  diminish  the  re- 
presentative body,  yet  it  certainly  would 
to  a  degree  alter  their  character.  How- 
ever anxious  he  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  real  right  of  electors,  it  would  not  be 
denied  that  whatever  right  they  might 
have  to  exercise  their  elective  duties, 
they  had  no  right  to  be  paid  for  the  ex- 
pences they  might  incur  for  the  purpose 
of  this  exercise.  It  was  not  his  wish  to 
palm  upon  the  House  any  theory  of  hi« 
own  which  might  militate  against  laws 
that  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  wisdom 
of  successive  generations.  On  the  whole, 
so  much  had  been  said  in  defence  of  tbe 
Bill,  that  he  did  not  find  it  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House  any  further. 

Mr.  LusMngton,  without  meaning  to  im- 
pute any  ambiguilv  to  the  laws  relating 
to  elections*  thought  it  would  be  admit- 
ted, that  the  decisions  of  election  com- 
mittees had   frequently  been  extremely 
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complex-  •  In  his  opinion,  ii  wooM  be 
practically  more  beneficial  to  restrain  the 
payment  of  election  expences,  thap  all  at 
once  to  endeavoar  to  pot  an  end  to  them  : 
and  on  this  principle  the  Bill  would  have 
been  better  entitled  "  An  Act  to  regulate 
election  expences/'  thani  an  Act '  to  pre« 
vent/  as  the  title  now  stood.  He  merely 
•uffgested  this  to  the  hon.  proposer  of  tlie 
Bill ;  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  coasiidered 
by  him. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday 
next. 

Clbrgt  Residence  %ill.]  The  House 
then  resolf  ed  itself  into  a  committee  on 
this  Biir,  and  Mr.  Wright's  petition  was 
referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Serieant  Ccplt^f  was  heard  at  con* 
aiderable  length  against  the  Bill.    The 
learned  serieant  contended,  that  if  it  were 
determinedf  to  pass  this  Bill  into  a  law, 
Mr.  Wright  conceived  himself  entitled  to 
lia?e  a  clause  introduced  into  the  Bill, 
which  should  folly  and  completely  save 
bim  harmless  from  all  costs  that  he  might 
have  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  ac- 
tions he  had  commenced.     He  was^  in- 
structed to  say,  that  Mr.  Wright  had  been 
grossly  calumniated  and  misrepresented 
^ith  respect  to  the  proceedings   which 
bad  taken  place  on  the  present  question. 
It  had  been  said,  that  Mr.  Wright  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  situation  he  held, 
as  secretary  to  several  bishops  in  various 
dioceses,  and  at  different  periods  of  time ; 
but  this  was  not  so;    for  Mr.  Wright 
averred,  and  could  prove,  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  actions  he  had  brought 
were  in  other  dioceses  than  those  in  which 
be  held  such  situations :  that  in  all  those 
aituations  he  had  held  under  the  bishops, 
be  had  from  time  to  time  issued  printed 
notices  to   the  clergymen   within  each 
diocese  in  which  he  beld  the  situation  of 
secretary  to  the  bishop,  apprising  them 
of  the  predicament  in  which  they  stood, 
and  warning  them  of  the    penalties   to 
which  they  were  liable  for  non*resideilce ; 
that,  independent  of  the  expences  he  must 
have  been  personally  put  to,  in  taking 
the  iteps  he  had  done,  so  for  as  the  mat- 
ters  in  question  lay  within  his  own  know*> 
ledge,  be  hi^d  necessarilv  been  at  very 
great  expences  also  in  collecting  evidence 
from  various  other  quarters ;    and  as  ht 
bad  done  all  this  under  the  positive  sanction 
and  encouragement  of  an  act  of  parlia* 
ttent,  he  thought,  if  parliament  now  in- 
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terfered  to  defeat  their  awn  former  en- 
actments an  this  sat^t,  and  to  prevaDt 
him  from  recovering  tboee  penalties  wbich 
they  had  held  out  to  all  who  aboold 
tarn  informers  on  that  head,  that  in  every 
view  of  the  matter,  in  point  of  law,  of  rea* 
son,  and  of  justice,  he  was  entitled  to  aa 
indemnity  to  the  fullest  extent  against  aH 
castsby  himincarred,  luitaserely  asbetweea 
attorney  and  client,  but  to  the  vety  atnaost 
amount  that  he  could  shew  he  was  legally 
liable  to  pay,  in  consequence  of  hia  hav- 
ing brought  actions,  and  prosecuted  them 
to  the  length  he  had  done,  under  Uie  high 
sanction,  authority,  and  encouragement  by 
which  he  had  been  induced  to  interfere  in 
the  business. 

Counsel  baring  been  ordered  to  with- 
draw, 

Mr.  Brand  said,  that  from  the  high  re^ 
spect  he  entertained  fbr  the  character^ 
feelings,  and  interests,  of  the  great  body 
of  the  clergy,  whom  this  Bill  was  intend^ 
to  protect,  as  well  as  from  its  general  ten- 
dency, he  was  extremely  fiivourable  to  it* 
He  had,  however,  some  objection  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  remedy  was  intended 
to  be  applied  ;  and  should  therefore  oflfer 
an  amendment,  which  he  trusted  would 
meet  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Bathurst)  who  introduced  the 
Bill,  and  who,  he  was  certain,  was  anxioaa 
that  justice  should  be  done  to  all  parties. 
Independently  of  his  objection  to  the  Bill, 
as  an  ex  poti  facto  law,  he  thought  k  did 
not  offer  sufficient  security  to  Mr.  Wright. 
It  should  indemnify  him  for  all  expences 
incurred  by  him,  and  agaSnst .  any  ex- 
pences to  which,  in  consequence  of  those 
actions,  he  should  be  exposed  at  a  future 
time.  He  thought  it  would  be  naore  ad- 
visable that  the  Bill  should  define  the 
grounds  upon  which  licences  fbr  non-resi- 
dence should  be  given ;  instead  of  leaving 
it,  as  now,  at  the  discretion  ^i  the  bishops, 
who,  he  thought,  had  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  the  duty  of  eaforcing  residence, 
or  ascertaining  who  did  reside,  or  under 
what  circumstances  the  order  to  reside 
had  not  been  complied  with.  By  having 
the  grounds  of  non-residence  precisely 
defined,  and  not  depending  upon  the  fa^ 
vour  or  caprice  of  a  bishop,  the  clergy 
would  be  placed  in  a  much  better  sttae^ 
tlon  than  that  in  which  they  now  sto<^. 
The  clergyman  might  state  the  grounds 
of  his  license  to  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  W. 
would  then  discontinue  or  proceed  with 
his  action  at  his  own  risk.  This  would  be  an 
amelioration  of  the.sitnatien  of  the  dergy. 
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If  tke  gnMurfi  «f  «Mi«>raikteM:e  wtfe  gtodl 
and  legil,  tlie  j«rf  Wtfuld  find  for  tilt  dk- 
fendam,  and  the  pertoa  who  brotagbl  tbt 
•ctioo  woald  Mbject  himtdflo  4he  cotU 
of  tbo  trial.  He  (Mr.  Brand)  had  taken 
tho  opiniQii  of  many  competent  penott 
OQ  this  highly  important  solject;  and 
Maoy^eveo  of  the  clergy  with  whom  he 
coDTened  had  approved  of  the  view 
which  he  had  just  giren  toihe  oMunittee. 
He  begged  to  taore,  UietefBre,  at  tti 
amendment, 

«'  That  it  ahonld  he  lawM  for  any  per- 
son, against  whom  actions  fer  penalties 
might  have  been  brought,  to  addace 
proofr  as  to  whether  they  bad  been  enti- 
tled to  licences  for  non-resideiice  mr  not; 
and  if  they  were  enabled  so  to  do»  that 
soch  proof  should  be  considered  as  an 
adequate  excose  for  their  conihict.''^ 
The  qoestlon  having  been  pitt» 
Mr.  Bdikier9t  declared  his  readineis  to 
adopt,  on  any  subject,  a  snggestion  from 
the  hon.  gentleman,  for  whMe  opinion  he 
entertained  the  highest  deference.  He 
was  willing  to  admit,  that  if  the  object  of 
Mr.  Wright  had  been  what  he  stated  by 
his  counsel,  and  in  his  printed  case, 
namely,  to  enforce  residence  from  a  re* 
gard  to  law  and  justice^  he  would  in  that 
case  be  entitled  to  more  indulgence  than 
it  was  intended  to  give  him  in  the  Bill 
before  the  committee.  But  it  was  clear 
from  the  whole  ^iew  of  the  proeeeding 
of  Mr«  Wright,  in  instituting  those  ac- 
tions, that  each  was  by  no  means  his  in* 
tention.  He  (Mr.  &)  had  frequently 
stated,  that  all  those  actions  were  brought 
for. inadvertence;  yet  this  assertion  htA 
never  been  contradicted  by  Mr.  Wright, 
through  hts  counsel,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner. It  was  true,  that  a  note,  in  the  fotm 
of  a  printed  paper,  had  been  circulated 
by  Mr.  Wright  respecting  the  renewal  of 
licences  for  non*residence ;  but  those  no- 
tices were  sent  about  by  hhn  as  secretary 
to  several  bishops.  These  cirenlars  had 
been  published  by  him  for  many  years, 
but  nothing  was  done  upon  them.  Mo  pro- 
ceeding whatever  was  taken  upon  these  cir- 
culars. It  was  said,  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
defended  the  clergy  en  the  plea  of  igno* 
ranee  of  the  law ;  bat  he  had  not  His 
defence  was,  that  the  actions  were  not 
brought  to  enforce  the  law,  and  that  the 
offenoet  against  It  were  mere  slips,  mere 
h&nces  of  form,  and  alio  because,  even 
iaf»poaing  Mr.  Wright  to  succeed  in  his 
actions,  still  the  ground  of  renewing  li- 
for  non«retidence  would  be  the 


satttc.  Th«  BiU  bebtv  the  commtuee 
also  left  those  grounds  untouched;  so 
that  k  did  not  prevent  Mr<  Wright  from 
bringing  his  action,  if  he  thought  proper^ 
at  any  future  time.  Of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Wright  the  committee  ought  perhaps 
toknow  something.  He  (Mr.  B.)  knew 
nothing  more  of  him,  than  that  he  had 
been  dismissed  by  three  bishops,  to  whom 
he  had  been  secretary,  for  cdmplaints 
preferred  a^inst  him.  It  was  stated,  in 
commendation  of  Mr.  Wright,  that  h# 
had  abstained  froid  bringing  thase  actiony 
during  the  lives  of  the  right  rev.  prelates 
alluded  to.  But  if  his  motives  for  bring- 
ing the  actions  were  good,  as  he  affirmedt 
whv  should  he  delay  them  ?  Mr.  Wright 
had  even  an  opportunity  of  preventing 
those  o£fences*  As  secretary,  he  wag 
consulted  by  bishops ;  and  he  might  have 
advised  the  course  of  issuing  a  monition 
in  pursuance  of  the  Bill  of  a  learned  friend 
of  his  (sir  W.  Scoti),  instead  of  this  pro* 
ceeding  bv  information.  Mr.  Wright« 
therefore,  had  no  merit  whatever  in  what 
he  had  done;  but  his  object  was,  to  take 
advantage  of  mere  inadvertencies  in  point 
of  form.  In  the  dioceses  of  London,  Ely, 
and  Norwich,  he  had  brought  188  actions, 
83  of  which  oriainated  in  the  absence  of 
noUfication.  The  feet  was,  that  Mr. 
Wright  made  it  the  object  of  bis  enquiry, 
where  the  proofs  of  his  case  were  most 
easy;  not  what  was,  or  was  not,  a  case  of 
inadvertency ;  and  the  contrary  was  not 
even  asserted  by  bia  counsel.  Of  the  re* 
mainin|^  85,  all  but  two  were  cases  of 
nmi-residence  firom  want  of  accommoda* 
tion,  residing  in  the  next  Plurisb,  doing 
duty  as  curate  in  some  other  place,  or 
being  the  master  of  an  endowed  school^ 
or  some  such  institution.  Mr.  Wright,  it 
was  said,  had  been  more  hardly  treated 
than  on  a  former  occasion,  when  acttone 
were  brought  under  the  43d  of  the  King  ; 
bet,  in  point  effect,  the  precedent  referred 
to  was  a  moch  stronger  case  than  tha 
present.  In  the  former  case,  judgment 
bad  been  given  ier  100/.  and  yet  the  pe- 
nalty was  reduced  by  parliament  to  1 01. 
The  object  of  the  legislature  was,  to  pre* 
vent  interested  and  vexatious  actions.  Ha 
could  state  to  the  House  an  instance  of  a 
renpectable  clergyman,  #ho  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  living  in  order  to  attend  hi^ 
wife  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  and 
who  was  informed  that  his  licence  shaaU 
be  sent  after  him;  yet  he  was  9M  of  the 
persons  against  whom  these  actions  had 
been  brought.    With  reapeet  to  the  iogi« 
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gettion  of  depriTing  the  Bishops  of  the 
powers  vested  in  them  by  the  43d  of  the 
King,  that  power  was  given  for  good  rea- 
sons by  the  legislature,  and  a  case  should 
be  made  out  before  it  was  changed.  The 
bishops  had  the  power  of  administering  an 
oath,  if  necessary,  by  the  43d  year  of  the 
King ;  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  objection 
that  such  a  clause  should  be  introduced 
into  the  Bill  before  the  committee.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  giving 
his  negative  to  the  clause  proposed  by 
the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  Brand  spoke  in  defence  of  the 
clause  which  he  wished  to  be  introduced. 
The  question  he  conceived  to  be/  not  so 
much  respecting  residence  or  non-resi* 
dence,  as  that  of  the  remission  of  the 
fines. 

Mr.  Bathurst  explained. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  acknowledged,  that  he 
had  been  one  of  those  who  had  presented 
petitions  in  favour  of  the  clergymen  sup- 
posed to  be  aggrieved ;  and  these  peti* 
tions  he  had  presented,  he  confessed, 
under  a  strong  prejudice :  against  Mr. 
Wright,  conceiving  with  others  that  he 
bad  taken  an  undue  advantage  of  his  situ- 
ation to  come  at  the  information.  In  bis 
further  enquiries  however  on  the  subject, 
and  from  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  all 
the  circumstances,  though  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Bill  ought  to  pass,  and  that 
the  clergy  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the 
heavy  penalties  now  suspended  over  their 
headsi  his  opinion  was,  notwithstanding, 
more  favourable  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  following  up  the  enactments  of 
the  Bill  of  1803.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  certainly  mistaken  in  deprecat- 
ing any  indulgence  on  the  part  of  the 
House  towards  Mr.  Wright,  or  in  sup- 
posing that  Mr.  Wright  required  their  in- 
dulgence. The  case  was  quite  the  re- 
verse. It  was  themselves  who  ought  to 
ask  indulgence  fropi  Mr.  Wright ;  they, 
mrho  in  their  Bill  had  so  far  committed 
themselves,  and  by  enacting  penalties 
hnd  invited  informers;  that  Bill  which 
bad  had  the  high  sanction  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir  W.  Scott) 
in  this  House,  and  which  in  the  House  of 
Lords  had  not  only. met  with  general  sup- 
port, but  had  been  adopted  by  the  learned 
bench  of  bishops,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
approbation  or  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  who  presided  in  that  House.  It  was 
they  that  required  indulgence,  who  had 
made  this  Act,  and  fortified  it  by  penaU 
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ties,    from    which  they  now  wished    to 
shrink.    Mr.  Wright  took  up  the  Act  as  it 
stood,  with  all  its  provisions ;  and  in  com* 
ing  forward  to  demand  the  penalties  to 
which   the  Act  most  certainly  entitled 
him,  he  wanted  no  indulgence.     He  had 
now  a  vested  right  in  these  penalties ;  and 
on  bis  coming  forward  in  a  legal  way  to 
recover  them,  was  it  for   parliament  to 
put  its  hands  upon  them,  and  by  another 
Act  prevent  his  getting  possession  of  what 
the    existing    law    assigned    him?     Mr. 
Wright  had  taken  for  granted,  that  when 
they  legislated^  they  had  well  considered 
the  measure,  and  were  ready  to  abide  by 
thjB  consequences.     It  was  not  he  that  en* 
acted  the  penalties,  but  themselves ;  and 
it  was  not  for  him  to  foresee  that  they  had 
taken    a  wrong    course.      Mr.    Wright, 
therefore,  following  up  the  spirit  of  the 
Act,    and    acting    conformably   to    law, 
wanted  no  indulgence.    Mr.  Wright  had 
only    acted  as  any  other  informer  was 
called  upon  to  do.     They  had  no  right  to 
enquire  into  his  motives*;  they  themselves 
had  created  the  penalties  to  which,  by  the 
Act,   he  was  entitled.     For  himself,  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wright,  further 
than  this  business  had  led  to.     He  had 
seen   those  statements,   with    others,    in 
which  Mr.  Wright  complained  of  a  party 
having  been  formed   against  him,  with 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentle* 
man  and  the  higher  clergy    were  con- 
nected.    Those  sums  which  he  claimed 
were  certainly  due  by  the  Act.     It  was 
open  for  any  man  as  an  informer  to  claim 
them.      When  they  made  the  Act,   did 
they  expect  that  an  informer  should  have 
the  good  of  the  church  only  at  heart  I    In 
this  case,  there  wt)uld  have  been  no  occa- 
sion for  penalties  to  enforce  the  Act.    The 
truth  was,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  bishops 
had  not  done  their  duty,  or  these  things 
would  not  have  taken  place.    It  had  been 
said  by  the   right  hon.   gentleman,  that 
Mr.  Wright  might  have  admonished   the 
bishops  instead  of  taking  the  course  he  had 
pursued ;  but  was  this  the  provision  of  the 
Act?    or,  in  %  framing  it,  was  it  contem- 
plated that  the  bishops  were  to  be  direct- 
ed by  their  secretaries  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.     The  present  Bill,  be  con- 
tended, would  place  the  clergy  in  a  very 
different  state  from  that  in  which  they 
were  by  the  Act;  and  it  was  impossible 
that  the  bishops  could  decide  with  the 
same  freedom  after  the  penalties  bad  been 
incurred,  as  they  would  have  done  on  a 
previoQS  application.    Should  the  bisbpp 
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refuse  to  acquiesce,  he  might  be  told  by 
the  clergymao,  with  these  penalties  hang- 
iBg  over  his  head,  that  "he  was  then  a 
ruined  nan.  This  was  patting  the  bi- 
shops in  a  situation  in  which  they  ought 
not  to.be  placed.  It  was  also  giving  them 
too  great  a  latitude.  They  might  have  it 
in  their  power  to  ruin  a  man  from  spleen, 
resentment,  or  any  other  motive,  however 
good  a  right  he  might  have  to  their  fa- 
vourable decision  as  prescribed  in  the  Bill. 
This  was  a  power  that  the  bishops  ought 
not  to  bate;  and  in  his  opinion^  the 
amendment  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend, 
who  had  since  left  the  House,  would  re- 
move the  objection.  He  referred^  as  pre- 
cedents, to  the  cases  of  the  printers  and 
attornies^  in  which  he  believed  no  actions, 
as  in  this  case,  had  been  commenced. 
The  right  hon«  gentleman  could  not, 
Iherefojre,  make  them  parallel ;  there 
being  no  such  persons  in  the  way  in  those 
cases  as  Mr,  Wright,  who  would  suflTer  by 
the  m^sure.  Whatever  might  be  the 
motive  of  Mr*  Wright's  information,  he 
w^s  exactly  that  man  whom  the  Act 
looked  for,  and  to  whom  it  held  out  the 
penalties  as  an  inducement  to  assist  in  en- 
forcing the  law.  Not  being  generally 
hostile  to  the  Bijl,  however,  and  thinking 
that  some  relief,  was  necessary,  he  was 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Baikurst  said,  he  did  not  recollect 
having  used  the  word  *  indulgence'  to 
ivhich  the  hon.  gentleman  had  so  pointedly* 
referred.  He  could  not  have  meant  it,  at 
any  rate,  in  the  way  referred  to.  What  he 
meant  was,  that  mformations  should  be 
stopped  when  carried  to  abuse;  and  that 
Mr.  Wright  deserved  less  consideration,  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  ^n  ordinary 
informer,  but  from  his  particular  circum- 
sUnces  had  taken  advantage  of  the  Act  to 
make  it  the  source  of  an  excessive  and 
systematic  profit. 

Mr.  Gooch,  referring  to  many  of  the 
clergy  of  Norfolk  who  would  very  undo* 
•ervedly  be  subjected  to  the  ^greatest 
grievances,  supported  the  Bill,  and  wished 
to  see  4t  pateed  into  a  law. 

The  Amendment  was  then  put  and  ne*. 
gatived  without  a  division,  and  the  origi- 
nal clause  carried* 

Mr.  Bathuru,  in  the  progress  of  reading, 
proposed  various  verbal  amendments. 
^   Mr.  Whubread,  on  the  clause  respecting 
the  bishops  acting  on  their  responsibility, 
thought  that  word  might  as  well  be  omit 
t«d,  because  the  truth  was,  they  would  be 
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responsible  to  no  tribunal  whatever.  The 
only  purpose  the  register  could  serve  was, 
to  give  publicity  ;  which  could  not,  how- 
ever, afl'ect  the  judgment  of  the  bishop. 

Mr.  Baihttr$t  said,  they  would  be  re- 
quired to  do  more  than  before.  In  grant- 
ing the  licence,  they  would  be  required  to 
make  the  necessary^  enquiries,  and  the 
licence  must  be  registered. 

Mr.  Whitbread^Tb^i  is,  Mr.  Wright 
may  examine  the  register,  and  then  in-* 
form  his  next  neighbour  of  it.  There  was 
no  tribunal  to  which  he  could  appeal. 
His  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Brand)  on  going 
away  had  left  with  him  a  clause,  which  he 
would  propose  to  the  committee,  pro- 
viding, that  the  licence  should  be  rendered 
void  if  not  granted  on  sufficient  grounds* 
This  he  thought  would  be  a  proper  check 
on  the  bishops,  and  was  proceeding  to  read 
it ;  when  the  chairman  obser? ed,  that  no 
new  clause  could  be  brought  up  till  the 
regular  classes  were  gone  through. 

Mr.  BathuTsi  said,  the  hon.  gentleman's 
object  would  be  equally  attained  by  the 
clause  as  it  now  stood ;  which  would  also 
prevent  the  incurring  of  expence* 

Mr.  R,  Smithy  after  some  remarks  on 
the  enorpaous  expence  that  would  be 
incurred,  suggested  as  an  amendment, 
that  the  application  for  the  licence  should 
be  made  within  fourteen  days  after  the 
notifics^tion ;  so  that  Mr*  Wright  might  be 
able  to  proceed,  in  those  cases  where  no 
licence  shouJd  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Bathursi  thought  that  object  equally . 
secured  by  the  Bill  as  it  stood ;  the  clause , 
providing  that  all  applications  should  be 
made  before  the  1st  of  July. 

Mr.  Bathurst  brought  up  several  new 
clauses  on  the. second  Reading;  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr*  WhUbread  observed,  that  he  had 
been  disappointed  in  not  having  heard,  in 
the  course  of  the  evening,  the  opinion  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  op- 
posite (sir  W.  Scott)  on  the  measure.  No 
man,  to  be  sure,  had  a  right  to  call  for  the 
opinion  of  another  on  any  subject;  butiis. 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
taken  great  interest  in  the  Bill  of  1803, 
of  which  this  was  intended  as  a  remedy, 
the  sanction  of  his  high  authority  would 
naturally  be  looked  to  with  some  degree 
of  deference  by  the  public. 

Sir  W.  Scott  said,  that  he  should  this 
session,  bring  forward  a  measure-  that, 
wodd  more  efiectually  meet  the  object  in 
view. 

The  Speaker  hayiog  resumed  the  chair. 
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tlie  Report  wai  ordered  to  be  brought  op 
on  Frklay  next. 

The  Clerff  y  ReiMence  BHl  was  reported, 
and^ered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wtdnmdajf,  April  27. 
So^rsMtiOfH  OF  HotTiLiTiBs.]  Lord  Ia- 
varpool  eonoqnced  to  their  lordshrpa,  that 
a  Confention  for  the  Suapeiuioo  of  Hostili- 
ties between  France  and  the  Allied  Powers 
had  been  signed  by  lord  Castlereagh«  on 
the  23d  instant^  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  a  copy  would  be  laid  before 
tbehr  lordships  as  soon  as  possible. 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

WedMtda^p  April  27. 
SusPBNsioN  OP  HosTiLiTias.]  The 
(^muxUor  qf  the  Exchequer  had  great  sa^ 
6sfaction  in  informing  the  Honse,  that  he 
bad  been  instmcted  by  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  to  communicate  to  it, 
that  a  ConTention  for  the  Suspension  of 
Hostilities,  by  sea  and  land,  between  this 
country  and  France,  bid  been  agreed  to 
hf  the  French  gotemment'aad  that  of  his 
mitannic  Majesty ;  and  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would  cause  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
vention to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Sugar  Drawback  Bill.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  £zche<|uer, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
on  Sugar  Drawbacfct;  with  orders  that 
the  duties  on  sugar,  coffise,  and  other  arti- 
cles exported  nom  Martinique,  Guada- 
ioope,  Marigalante,  and  other  West  India 
islands,  should  be  considered  by  the 
committee. 

The  ChamxHor  €f  the  Exchequer  6b9tTrtd, 
that  since  the  Home  bad  taken  this  sub- 
ject into  consideration,  circumstances  had 
occurred,  which  rendered  it  necesswy  that 
the  matter  should  asain  be  brought  under 
consideration  of  parliament.  By  a  treaty 
concluded  with  Denmark»^  the  faloable 
island  of  St.  Croix  was  to  be  restored  to 
that  kinflRlom.  On  the  whole  it  ap- 
peared, that  it  would  be  incontenient  to 
contidue  the  duties  for  some  time  to  come, 
as  they  were  at  present  settled.  The 
export  dnty  was  such,  that  little  benefit 
waa  derired  from  the  drawback.  He 
would  therefore  prbpoae,  that  if  no  cir- 
cumstances shoula  happen  to  render  any 
•Iteration  necessary,  drawbacks  on  ex- 
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I  portation  should  cease  after  the  2Sd  of 
I  May.  And  as  a  means  of  preToating  the 
bsd  eflfect  of  any  sudden  shock  being  sus- 
tained in  the  market,  he  would  propose 
that  the  present  duties  should  continue  for 
a  limitea  time,  until  a  permanent  system 
could  be  arranffed  and  adopted.  In  the 
arrangement  which  he  wis  now  about  to 
propose,  there  was  only  one  class  who,  ^ 
from  all  that  he  could  lesm,  wore  Ukely 
to  be  sufferers  by  it ;  and  that  was  those 
export  merchants  who  bad  purchased  large 
quantities  of  refined  sugars,  under  the 
conception  that  the  export  duty  wonid  be 
continued  as  it  stood.  For  the  protection 
of  this  class  of  merchants,  he  would  pro- 
pose tbi^  the  new  measure  should  not  take 
eflect  on  refined  sugars  until  the  25th  of 
August.  With  respect  to  raw  sugar,  a  si« 
milar  proriso  was  unnecessary,  as  it  could 
not  be  bonded  for  exportation.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  expressed  his  willing- 
ness at  that,  or  any  future  time,  to  giTO 
any  explanation  on  the  subject  which 
might  be  required,  and  concluded  with  a 
motion  for  substituUng  a  new  schedule  for 
that  annexed  to  the  Act  of  the  45th  of  the 
King. 

Mr.  Whithread,  from  the  mention  of  St. 
Croix,  and  the  allusion  to  the  probable 
surrender  of  other  colonies,  took  occasion 
to  ask,  whether  the  surrender  of  Guada- 
loupe  was  confirmed  by  the  convention 
which  had  been  that  day  announced  to 
the  House ;  and  also  to  express  a  hope, 
that,  after  the  ^tifying  intelligence  which 
we  had  receired  of  the  magnanimous 
achievements,  and  the  sHll  more  magnani- 
mous equity,  of  the  allies,  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  compel  Norway  to  submit  to 
the  government  of  Sweden ;  at  least  that 
this  country  would  take  no  part  in  the  use 
pf  force  for  such  an  uiijust  purpose  ;  but 
above  all,  that  we  should  not  join  in  the 
abominable  system  of  starving  Norway 
into  submission  ? 

The  C&oncfMyr  ^  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  no  mention  whatever  w^s  made  of 
Goadaloupe  in  the  convention  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikin$  objected  to  the 
undue  preference  which  the  proposition 
b6fore  tne  committee  would  give  to  those 
whose  sugars  were  bonded. 

Mr.  iloie  observed,  that  the  preference 
alluded  to  was  granted  by  the  existing 
law. 

Mr.  WkiAread  thought  proper  to  put 
another  question  or  two;  namely,  whe- 
ther it  was  intended  to  cede  Guadaloupe 
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to  Sweden^  and  alio,  whether  it  was  re- 
aoWed  to  force  the  Norwegians  to  submit 
to  the  Swedbb  goTernment;  but  still  more, 
lie  begged  to  repeat  the  question,  wbeiber 
our  cruizers  had  been  ordered  to  intercept 
the  supply  of  prorisiops  to  Norway  ?  To 
'  this  latter  question,  which  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  on  a  previous  question  de- 
clined to  answer,  he  should  expect  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  either 
give  ho  answer,^  or  some  answer  that 
•bould  be  distinct  and  intelligible. 

The  Chanedtarof  the  Excheqwr  said, 
that  he  had  already  given  all  the  answer 
in  his  power  with  respect  to  Guadeloupe  ; 
and  that  the  case  of  Norway  was  to  be 
considered  in  the  general  arrangement. 

Mr,  .Whiibread  expressed  his  happiness 
to  hear  that  the  late  of  Norway  was  still 
open  to  discussion;  but  yet  the  right  hon. 
'gentleman  had  given  no  answer  with  re- 
spect to  the  alleged  order  to  intercept  the 
supply  of  provisions  to  Norway. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  professed  himself  pecu- 
liarly glad  to  learn  that  the  case  of  Nor- 
way was  sfiill  open  to  discussion ;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Norwegians  Would  not  be 
excluded  from  the  exercise  of  that  right 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  all  na- 
tions ;  namely,  the  choice  of  their  own 
government.  Indeed,  afler  the  French 
had  been  allowed  to  assert  that  right, 
which,  as  a  friend  to  general  justice,  he 
trusted  they  would  be  always  able  to 
maintain,  should  the  Norwegians  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  Sweden,  the  whole  af- 
fair would  be  reduced  to  a  question  of 
strength;  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
French  were  allowed  to  exercise  a  right 
because  they  were  strong,  from  which 
right  the  Norwegians  were  excluded  be- 
cause they  Were  weak.  But  be  hoped  and 
trusted,  that  should  the  Norwegians  be  so 
unjustly  treated — should  the  allies  be  capa- 
ble of  acting  so  inconsistently,  the  British 
parliament,  and  that  House  in  particular, 
would  never  consent  to  sanction  the  deed. 

The  Chancellor  </  the  Exchequer  con- 
ceived, that  as  long  as  the  case  of  Norway 
remained,  as  he  had  stated,  open  for  dis- 
cussion, a  desirable  arrangement  was  not 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  atiy  discussion 
in  that  House. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wyrm  admitted  that  it  would 
be  proper  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  decline  answering  any  question 
relative  to  points  which  were  the  subjectof  a 
pen^inff  diplomatic  discussion.  But  aques- 
tbn  had  been  put  with  regard  to  a  matter  of 
filct ;  namely,  whether  an  order  had  been 

(VOL.  XXVII.) 


A^niLfi7,  1814. 


C5«t 


issued  to  prevent  the  Norwegiaas  from 
being  supplied  with  provisions;  to-whieb 
question  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
returned  no  answer;  and  he  (Mr.  W.) 
was  not  surprised  to  6nd  that  a  strong 
feeling  bad  been  excited  by  this  alleged 
order.  On  the  contrary,  he  should  have 
been  extremely  surprised  if  such  a  feeling 
had  not  been  manifested,  and  if  the  fate  of 
Norway  had  not  excited  a  lively  interest 
in  this  country  ;  for  there  was  a  striking, 
analogy  between  the  case  of  Spain  and 
that  of  Norway.  In  both  cases,  the  sove- 
reign surrendered  the  government  to  a 
foreign  state ;  and  in  both  cases  the  people 
resisted  ;  thus  asserting  their  own  legiti- 
mate rights,  and  demonstrating  that  the 
people  were  not  to  be  scheduled  away  by 
the  mere  acts  of  the  sovereign. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  pro* 
position  was  agreed  to;  the  House  re- 
sumed, and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to-morrow. 

Poor  Laws.]  Sir  £.  Brydges  rose,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  which  had  often  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  legislature— 
the  Poor  Laws.  To  defend  himself  from 
any  imputation  of  presumption,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  premise,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  propose  any  thjng  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject. 
There  was  no  principle  more  generally 
approved  by  the  legislature,  and  by  all  the 
writers  on  political  oeconomy,  than  that 
the  poor  should  In  as  much  as  possible 
have  the  power  of  choosing  their  resi- 
dence. It  was  the  opinion  of  sir  W. 
Blackstone,  of  lord  Kaimes,  of  Adam 
Smith,  of  sir  W.  Young.  What  he  meant 
to  propose  on  this  point  had  already  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  House,  but 
was  involved  in  a  very  large  Bill.  His 
first  disposition  was,  thai  a  settlement 
should  be  obtained  in  a  parish  by  a 
certain  number  of  years  residence  in  it ; 
either  ten,  seven,  or  five  years.  The 
next  provision  was^  that  paupers  who 
had  been  thrice  relieved,  should  not 
be  prevented  from  having  further  relief. 
The  third  proposal  of  the  hon.  baronec 
was.  that  magistrates  should  have  the 
power  of  affording  medical  aid  to  the  poor, 
whether  they  belonged  to  the  parish  or  not. 
Another  proposal  was,  thatservanU  (unniar« 
ried),  who  had  been  two  years  in  a  parish, 
were  entitled  to  a  settlement.  The  hon. 
member  also  proposed  a  number  of  minor 
measures  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  the 
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poor,  and  concluded  by  mo? ing  for  leave 
to  bring  in  ^  Bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
settlement  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Lodchart  thooght  that  the  compul- 
sory removal  of  paupers  should  in  no 
case  be  allowed ;    but  that    should  the 

Eauper  consent,  he  might  remain  wherever 
e  became  necessitated  to  receive  paro- 
cllial  relief;  and  that  such  refief  and  aid 
should  be  administered  by  the  parish  in 
which  the  pauper  might  reside,  to  be  sub- 
sequently defrayed  by  the  parish  to,  which 
he  belonged. 

Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Wbitbread  spoke 
generally  in  approbation  of  the  motion, 
and  complimented  the  hon.  member  on 
the  pains  and  labour  which  he  had  be- 
stowed on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  sir  £. 
Brydges  brought  up  the  Bill,  which  was 
read  a  6rst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  this  day  fortnight,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Apprentice  Laws.]  Mr.  Serj.  Omkno 
rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  part  of  an  Act,  passed  in  the  5th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  entitled  **  An 
Act  containing  divers  orders  for  artificers, 
labourers,  servants  of  husbandry,  and  ap- 
prentices." That  Act  had  experienced  a 
singular  fate ;  from  a  very  early  period 

.  after  it  was  passed,  down  to  the  present 
time,  the  policy  of  it  had  been  condemned, 
both  by  those  who  were  to  enforce  it,  and 
by  every  enlightened  writer  who  had 
treated  of  the  subject.  The  moral  feelings 
of  mankind  had  been  so  opposed  to  it, 
that  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that 
juries  ever  found  verdicts  in  favour  of  the 
prosecutors :  and  it  had  been  frittered 
away  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts.  It 
had  been  early  determined,  that  a  person 
who  had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years  to  any  trade,  might  legally  work  in 
every  other;  but  that  determination  was  too 
violent  an  infringement  of  the  plain  words 
of  the  statute  to  be  sustained,  and  had 
been  abandoned.  The  decisions,  how- 
ever, which  now  remained,  were  very  ex- 

.  traordinary  ;  it  had  been  determined,  that 
a  gardener  was  not  within  the  statute,  be- 
cause it  was  not  an  occupation  requiring 
skill,  but  a  fruiterer  was;  even  a  pippin- 
rootiger  had  been  held  to  be  within  the 
statute ;  the  same  determination  had  taken 
place  as  to  a  cook  (he  presumed  it  waS 
determined  in  the  city  of  London.)  He 
did  not  mean  to  go  through  the  many  in-^ 
consistent  decisions  on  the  subject:   he 
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must  lament  that  they  fai«d  taken  place,' 
not  only  because  he  thought  the  judges 
had,  in  many  instances,  transgressed  the 
bound*  of  their  prorince ;  but  because  the 
manner  in  which  the  Act  had  been  friti* 
tered  away,  had  been  the  means  of  its  con- 
tinuance on  the  statute  book.     It  had  been 
looked  on  as  a  poisonous  insect  destroyed ; 
it  was  not  so  ;  the  reptile,  though  crushed/ 
was  not  dead,  it  had  still  power  to  sting. 
The  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  though  glo- 
rious, was  not  one  m  which  sound  princi- 
ples of  commerce  were  known  ;  and  a  pe- 
rusal of  the  other  clauses  of  the  Act,  atf 
well  as  the  one  creating  the  penalties  for 
exercising  trades  contrary  to  its  provisions^ 
would  fully  confirm  that  assertion ;  indeed* 
it  did  not  seem  to  be  the  object  of  that 
statute  to  favour  manufactures ;   it  ratbei^ 
seemed  to  be  intended  to  make  then^  sub- 
servient to  a  most  mistaken  notion  of  favour 
to  the  landed  interest    So  little  was  poll- , 
tical  economy  then  understood,  that  the 
idea  never  seemed  to  have  occurred,  that 
agriculture    was   best  promoted   by  the 
prosperity  of  commerce  and  manufactures; 
and  that  restraints  upon  them  defeated  the 
end  they  aimed  at,  and  discouraged  that 
very  employment  which   they  ought  te 
promote.    By  many  clauses  of  that  sta^ 
tute,  a  qualification  in  land  is  made  a 
requisite  to  the  power  of  becoming  an 
apprentice;    the  statute  also  aims  at  an 
equalization   of  wages,   an    attempt  too 
absurd  to  make  it  necessary  for  him  further 
to  notice,  and  which  he  only  now  men- 
tioned, to  shew  how  ignorant  of  the  subject 
the  framers  of  that  Act  were.    Appren^ 
ticeships  had  been  looked  upon  as  favour- 
able to  the  morals  of  youth,  and  he  was 
very  far  from  wishing  to  discourage  them ; 
but  he  did  not  wish  them  to  be  an  indis**, 
pensable  qualification  for  legally  carrying 
on  trades.     He  agreed  entirely  on  that 
point  with  the  very  able  report  on  the 
state  of  the  woollen  manufacture  ;  so  fiur 
from  wishing  to  discourage  them,  he  had 
prepared  a  clause  to  carry  them  into  eflfect; 
for  as  the  law  now  stood,  very  few  inden- 
tures were  made  according  to  the  statute. 
Apprenticeships  were  not  a  sacrifice,  to  be 
remunerated  by  statutable  restrictions  on 
others ;    but  when  properly   conducted, 
were  best    secured  by  mutual    interest. 
Apprenticeships  were  as  common  In  trades 
not  within  the  statute,  as  in  those  that  were 
within  what  had  been  called  the  protection, 
but  what  he  thouffht  the  curse,  of  the  stap 
tute.    It  appeared,  even  by  the  evidence 
given  in  the  committee  last  yttx  od  the 
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petition  of  thoie  who  wished  to  enforce  the 
atatuie,  how  common  apprenticeships  are 
In  trades  where  they  are  not  enforced  by 
penaltiesjor  encouraged  by  monopoly; 
and  he  was  credibly  informed*  that  in  some 
trades  that  wefe  notorioosly  within  the 
s^opo  of  the  Act  they  are  hardly  known* 
If  he  had  thought  that  the  morals  of  the 
country  could  be  endangered  by  the 
repeal,  he  would  not  ha?e  proposed  it; 
he  never  could  put  any  increase  of  national 
^ealtb  in  competition  with  national  morals ; 
but  there  never  was  a  period  when  there 
was  so  little  to  dread  on  that  subject,— - 
never  was  there  a  time  when  so  much 
pains  were  taken  to  diffuse  religious  in* 
stroction«  and  to  promote  education  among 
the  lower  orders  of  society ;  although  he 
perceived  with  grief»  in  some  instances, 
dissensions  among  those  who,  agreeing  on 
the  object,  difi*ered  as  to  the  means :  he 
trusted,  however,  that  animosity  would 
soon  be  exchanged  for  emulation.  He 
complained  of  the  extraordinary  pains  that 
had  been  taken  to  misrepresent  his  object; 
he-  said,  that  his  views  were  directed  to 
the  benefit  of  those  whom  it  had  been 
attempted  to  mislead ; .  that  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  working  manufacturers 
bad  not  served  a  legal  apprenticeship  to 
the  trades  they  exercised ;  it  was  their 
protection  he  aimed  at :  indeed,  he  had 
not  found  one  person  who  thought  well  of 
the  statute  as  it  stood ;  he  had  seen  many 
who  entertained  different  views  of  the 
jlulyect  from  himself;  for,  however  perso- 
nally, and  professionally,  he  had  found  it 
inconvenient,  he  had  seen  every  deputa- 
tion that  wished  to  lay  their  sentiments 
before  him.  Last  year  a  petition  had  been 
brought  up,  praying  that  the  Act  might 
be  extended  and  enforced ;  he  understood 
the  petitiooers  wished  it  to  be  extended  to 
all  trades,  and  the  penalty  auj^misnted  to 
50/.  per  month,  and  that  costs  of  suit  should 
be  given  to  the  informer.  On  that  pe^tion 
a  committee  had  been  appointed;  and 
though,  through  some  strange  apathy,  it  had 
been  almost  unresisted,  he  did  not  think  that 
the  petitioners  had  made  out  a  case.  It  was 
remarkable,  that  all  the  witnesses,  what- 
ever was  their  occupation,  thought  seven 
years  was  hardly  sufficient  to  acquire  a 
due  knowledge  of  their  trade ;  even  the 
pipe-makers  stated  seven  years  to  be 
barely  sufficient;  what,  then,  had  the 
petitioners  to  dread  ?  they  did  not  want 
the  aid  of  the  statute  to  prevent  others 
from  interfering  with  them.  They  had 
brought,  forward  some  charges  ^jf  fraud 


against  persons  who  had  not  served  ao 
apprenticeship ;  but  fraud  does  not  arise 
from  inexpertaess.  Prosecutions  had  been 
formerly  rare,  and  only  arising  from  per* 
sonal  malignity  to  the  master,  or  jealousy 
of  the  man  employed ;  for  never  was  an 
unskilful  workman  the  object  of  attack : 
of  late,  they  had  assumed  a  more  serious 
and  systematic  shape  :  in  one  county  (the 
county  pf  Northumberland)  they  had  gone 
through  most  trades ;  they  had  found  out 
that  a  cook  was  a  trade  requiring  skill ; 
and  had  they  liot  been  stopped  by  the 
notice  he  bad  given,  they  were  preparing 
to  attack  the  chimney-sweepers,  he  sup- 
posed  with  a  view  to  enforce  morale,  by 
subjecting  boys  to  hard  labour  at  nine 
years  of  age,  and  turning  them  loose  agai^ 
at  the  most  dangerous  period  of  youth. 
As  the  Act  now  stands,  it  is  ridiculous  ;  it 
ought  either  to  be  made  effectual,  or  re- 
pealed ;  and  who,  he  asked,  would  be 
hardy  enough  to  propose  to  enforce  it  \ 
He  said,  skill  was  not  given  by  the  parch- 
ment indenture,  but  by  industry  propor- 
tioned to  the  nature  of  the  employment 
and  the  capacity  of  the  learner ;  therefore 
not  only  the  time  requisite  to  acquire  it  * 
was  different  in  different  trades,  but  in  dif- 
ferent individuals.  Again,  the  law  only 
applies  to  trades  in,  existence  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  statute,  and  is  therefore 
unequal ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation, 
that  those  trades  which  have  flourished 
most,  had  arisen  since  the  statute :  it  is 
also  unequal,  as  affecting  the  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  in  neither  of  which 
countries  such  a  law  prevails;  and  yet,  if 
at  an  adult  age  they  came  here  as  work- 
men, they  are  affected  by  the  statute.  And 
here  he  observed,  that  the  natives  of  Scot- 
land had  never  been  accused  of  want  of 
industry,  or  of  skill,  nor  of  mpral  habits. 
He  said,  the  subject  was  so  extensive,  that 
he  was  afraid  he  should  fatigue  the  patience 
of  the  House  were  he  to  go  into  a  tenth 
part  of  the  topics  that  presented  themselves 
to  his  mind ;  he  should  therefore  conffne 
himself  merely  to  a  few  more  observations. 
The  penal  part  of  the  statute  had  been  re- 
pealed as  to  many  descriptions  of  persons ; 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  militia  men ;  persons 
who  convicted  two  offenders  of  coining 
had  been  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
the  statute ;  an  exemption  odd  enough,,  if 
skill  in  the  execution  of  trade  wa^  what 
the  legislature  aimed  at  securing:  even 
the  hawkers  and  pedlars  have  been  equally 
favoured ;  they  may  carry  on  any  manu- 
facture, even  with  uoappi^cea  bands : 
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it  had  been  also  repealed  as  to  divers 
trades;  ihe  halters,  the  wool-combers,  the 
dyers,  and  very  lately  as  to  oor  great  staple 
the  woollen  nianafactaref  and  they  may 
also  carry  on  any  other  manofacture,  and 
that  after  a  long  and  most  laborious  en- 
t)oiry.  Another  point  that  pressed  more 
strongly  on  his  mind  was,  the  cas^  of  the 
female  sex,  numbers  of  whom  were  now 
employed  in  trades  to  which  they  certainly 
never  served  an  apprenticeship,  and  these 
were  afiected  by  the  statute.  Men  also 
who  had  been  brought  op  to  one  trade 
were  frequently,  from  want  of  health  or 
some  other  powerful  caus^,  unfit  to  follow 
it ;  and  yet  it  was  penal  to  transfer  their 
industry  to  another  to  which  they  were 
competent.  Trade  too  is  of  a  most  fluctu- 
ating nature ;  many  branches  of  it,  from 
various  causes,  decay,  and  others  flourish ; 
and  yet  the  operation  of  the  statute  checks 
the  transfer  of  the  industry  of  the  work- 
men. The  buckle  manufactory  is  a  strik- 
ing instance ;  when  that  failed,  had  the 
statute  been  enforced,  many  thousands 
must  have  starved,  or  subsisted  on  paro- 
chial relief.  He  begged  leave  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  inform* 
ation  that  he  had  received  from  an  enlight- 
ened gentleman,  the  chairman  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Birmingham : 
what  he  stated  as  to  the  fluctuation  of 
trades  there,  was  most  material ;  indeed, 
he  stated jt  that  the  fluctuation  was  almost 
daily ;  the  white  metal  button  trade  had 
failed  ;  the  manufacture  was  totally  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  the  gilt  buttons ;  the 
white  metal  buttons  were  cast,  the  other 
pressed  out  of  rolled  metal.  Another  im- 
portant branch  of  manufacture  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  that. town,  but  had 
almost  disappeared,  was  that  of  polished 
steel  goods,  such  as  buckles,  watch-chains, 
&c.;  thousands  who  had  engaged  in  that 
manufacture  had  turned  their  industry  to 
fliing  gun-locks,  a  trade  now  about  to  be 
most  amazingly  diminished ;  the  same 
observation  applied  to  many  other  trades, 
Ihe  grit  toy,  the  tin  and  Bath  metal,  &c. 
Number?,  indeed,  had  been  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  a  particular  sort  of 
musket ;  in  prospect  of  peace',  orders  had 
been  countermanded,  and  half  the  manu- 
facturers had  been  discharged.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  glorious  news  just  commu- 
nicated by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, the  whole  employment  must  cease ; 
what,  then,  is  to  become  of  the  manufac- 
turers ?  Are  they  to  be  allowed  to  transfer 
jtb^ir  iodiistry,  pr  are  they  to  be  thrown 
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on  their  parishes  for  support  F  He  ob* 
served,  that  his  Bill  did  not  seek  to  repeal 
or  alter  any  other  statute  than  that  of  tba 
5th  Elizabeth;  nor  did  it  affect  or  alter 
the  bye-laws  or  privileges  of  any  corpo* 
ration  or  company  lawfully  constituted^; 
indeed,  out  of  abundant  caution  he  |iad 
inserted  a  clause  to  that  effect.  The 
learned  serjeant  said  he  had  not  taken  up 
this  case  lightly ;  he  had  thought  mock 
upon  the  subject ;  nor  bad  .he  proceeded 
merely  on  the  opinion  of  theoretical  men, 
though  political  economy  had  ever  been 
with  him  a  favourite  study;  he  had  been 
favoured  with  the  valuable  opinions  of 
many  enlightened  practical  men;  and 
from  all  the  information  he  had  derived 
on  the  subject  he  was  fully  convinced  it 
was  one  that  loudly  called  for  the  ipterpor 
sition  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Lockhari  said,  that,  while  he  agreed 
in  some  of  the  propositions  laid  down  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  he  felt  consi- 
derable  alarm  at  others  which  he  bad 
promolged.  He  certainly  had  shewn  the 
mconsistency,  and  sometimes  even  the 
absurdity,  which  characterised  the  deci* 
sions,  under  the  5(h  of  Elizabeth,  in  onr 
courts  of  justice — and,  above  all,  he  had 
placed  in  a  very  striking  light  the  dan« 
ger  of  giving  to  the  judges  a  sort  of  feel- 
ing, which  induced  them  to  act  rather 
from  their  own  idea&  of  policy,  than  from 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  He  (Mr. 
Lockhart)  held  the  same  opinion  on  these 
points  as  his  learned  friend ;  and,  with 
him,  he  also  thought,  that  the  system  of 
seeking  redress  by  action  brought  through 
the  medium  of  a  common  informer  was 
very  objectionable.  But  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  not  applied  himself  to 
the  main  object  of  the  existing  law— he 
had  not  touched  upon  the  general  necessity 
of  apprenticeships.  He  appeared  to  think, 
with  most  writers  upon  political  oeco^omy, 
that  regulations  of  this  kind  had  better  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  parents,  and  of  the 
individuals  themselves  who  wished  (o  ac* 
quire  any  trade.  If  this  course  were  fol- 
lowed, his  learned  friend  was  of  opinion, 
that  wages  would  be  given,  according  to 
the  contract  entered  into,  or  in  proportion 
to  the  ability  of  the  party.  He  bad  also 
said,  that  skill  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
an  adherence  to  indentures.  But  this  was 
a  proposition  that  ought  to  be  received 
with  extreme  caution ;  and  therefore  he 
was  of  opraion,  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  investigate  that  fttct — to  exa- 
mine  whether  apprenticesbipfr  were  not 
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beneficial  toibe  morals  of  tbecomtnonily, 
and  useful  to  tbe  commerce  and  manufac-. 
tores  of  4be  country.  It  would  be  ri«fat 
for  tbe  House  to  consider,  whether,  if  a 
matter  of  such  serious  import  bad  been 
left  merely,  to  parents,  many  of  there  of 
tbe  lowest  class  in  society^  the  manufac- 
turer of  this  cooittry  ¥rottid  ever  have  ar- 
rived at  tbe  pkcb  o(  excellence  which . 
they  bad  now  attained.  This  considera- 
,  tion  alone  wa^  sufficient  to  call  on  tbe 
legislature  to  pause,  before  they  made  an 
alteration  in  so  important  a  law.  He  did 
not  mean  to  prejudge  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  bis  bon.  and  learned  friend ; 
•at  the  same  time,  he  conceived  it  was  but 
just,  in  deciding  un  tbe  Act  now  in  ex- 
istence, to  recur  to  the  effects  which  it 
had  already  produced,  and  to  be  guided 
.  by  I  hose  efikcts,  in  legislating  for  the 
future.  His  bon.  and  learned  friend  had 
stated,  that  bis  Bill  would  not  aff?ct  either 
the  privileges  or -the  revenues  of  corporate 
bodies  ;  because  it  contained  a  clause 
which  guarded  them  from  its  operation.— 
This  clause  be  bad  not  stated.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that,  where  the  freedom  of 
a  corporation  depended  on  an  apprentice- 
abip.of  sipven  years,  aiid  fees  were  paid  on 
the  attainment  of  such  freedom,  the  les» 
sening  the  number  of  apprenticeships  for 
that  specific  period,  as  it  would  decrease 
the  claim  for  the  freedom  of  the  corpora- 
tion, most  also  decrease  tbe  revenue 
arising  from  the  fees  to  paid.  Another 
important  question  wos,  whether  this  al- 
teration would  not  affect  tbe  representa- 
tive system.  Many  persons  in  corporate 
towns  derived  the  right  to  vote,  in  conse- 
quence of  serving  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years.  Now  if  these  apprentice- 
ships f6r  seven  years  were,  by  the  provi- 
aions  of  the  Bill,  rendered  less  frequent, 
the  number  of  voters  would  be  contracted, 
exactly  in  Ibe  ratio  of  its  operation.  He, 
therefore,  recommended,  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  investigated  by  a  com- 
mitte*e,  who  might  state  f^fbat  period  they 
considered  necessary  for  the  acquirement 
of  olie  trade,  and  what  for  another.  And, 
if  it  were  thought  proper  to  grant  any 
pecuniary  encouragement  to  the  appren- 
tice, in  the  latter  part  of  his  time  (for  be 
knew  it  was  objected,  that  apprentices  be- 
came idle,  when  they  found  themselves 
capable  of  earning  a  great  deal  of  money, 
by  which  the  master  alone' was  benefited), 
•a  provision  might  be  introduced,  enabling 
magistrates,  or  others,  to  affix  8<^me  rate 
»f  «rages  for  those  who  were  advanced  in 


their  apprenticeships.  He  was  by  no 
means  averse  to  an  alteration  of  the  law  $ 
but  he  deprecated  that  sweeping  principle 
which  his  hon.  and  learned  frietid  called 
upon  them  to  sanction. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that,  when  a  number  of 
tradesmen  brought  petitions  to  htm  against 
any  alteration  of  the  existing  law,  he  told 
them,  that,  as  he  had  himself  introduced 
a  Bill  to  repeal  tbe  5th  of  Elizabeth,  as 
far  as  it  regarded  the  woollen  manufac* 
turers,  he  of  course  felt  a  considerable 
bias  in  his  mind.  With  that  impression, 
be  candidly  informed  them,  that  it  would 
require  a  great  deal  of  information  before 
he  could  be  induced  to  alter  his  opinion 
on  the  subject.  He  therefore  advised 
them  to  be  cautious  in  what  they  wer* 
about  to  do ;  as  an  attempt  to  bring  into 
full  effect  the  5th  of  Elizabeth  would  pro* 
bably  end  in  disappointment.  In  thai 
acting,  he  was  influenced  by  a  desire  not 
to  rai«e  expectations  in  their  minds  which 
perhaps  never  would  be  realized— a  prin- 
ciple by  which  his  conduct  had  always 
been  guided.  The  petitioners,  however; 
8ta(ed,  that  they  could  make  out  a  very 
strong  case;  and  all  they  requested. was, 
that  it  might  be  patiently  beard.  In  an* 
swerto  this,  he  told  them,  that  be  had  no 
objection  to  lay  their  petition  before  the 
House,  and  to  take  the  chair  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  might  be  referred. 
The  committee  was  appointed— it  met 
from  day  to  day,  and,  except  when  pre- 
sented by  indisposition,  he  presided  in  it 
—and  this  he  felt  himself  bound  to  admit, 
that  the  petitioners  did  bring  forvrard  a 
very  strong  case  indeed.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  alluded  to  pipe-makers 
and  basket-makers ;  it  so  happened,  that 
he  (Mr.  Rose)  did  not  hear  that  part  of 
the  evidence.  But  there  were  other 
trades,  which  the  persons*  examined 
proved  v^ould  be  greatly  deteriorated,  if 
individuals  who  had  not  served  regular 
apprenticeships  to  them  were  su£fered  to 
adopt   them.     The    learned    gentleman 

iMr.  Lockhart)  bad  expressed  himself  in 
avour  of  a  committee— but  he  did  not 
conceive  that  such  a  proceeding  would 
be  at  all  useful ;  since  the  former  commit 
tee  was  very  rarely  attended  by  more 
than  two  or  three  members,  after  they  had 
formed  a  quorum.  The  learned  gentle% 
man  (Serjeant  Onslow)  had,  he  thought, 
made  a  charge  against  the  petitioners, 
which  they  did  not  deserve.  He  accused 
them  of  having  brought  actions,  from  ma- 
lignant feelingt^(No,  no,  from  Mr.  Ser« 
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jeant  Onslow*)— He  (Mr.  Rote)  did  not 
at  all  wonder,  that  those  who  had  served 
apprenticeship  to  a  trade»  and  who  had 
paid  premiums  to  acc^uire  it,  knowing  that 
a  law  existed,  which  gaye  lo  ihem,  and 
to  them  only,  a  right  to  work  at  that 
trade,  should  avail  themselves  of  it.  The 
learned  gentleman  had  compared  that 
law  to  a  Tenomooa  reptile ;  but,  if  it  were 
so,  it  was  created  by  one  of  the  wisest 
administrations  this  country  ever  saw. 
The  judges  certainly  had  moderated  the 
effects  of  the  law ;  and  so  far,  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  had  shewn  themselves 
hostile  to  it.  He  thought,  before  any 
farther  discussion  took  place,  they  should 
permit  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in.  They 
woold  then  become  acquainted  with  its 
provisions,  and  could  act  as  the  necessity 
of  the  case  demanded.  If,  as  he  oriffir 
nally  understood  the  intention  of  the 
learned  gentleman,  he  meant  to  move  for 
the  complete  repeal  of  the  5th  of  £liza<- 
beth,  he  thought  the  measure  would  be 
▼ery  dangerous  in  many  points  of  view. 
It  would,  for  instance,  in  a  variety  of 
casesi  do  away  with  the  right  of  noting. 
That  privilege,  he  believed,  in  the  city  of 
London,  was  chiefly  exercised  by  those 
who  had  served  apprenticeships  for  seven 
years.  But,  if  he  merely  intended  to  re- 
move the  penalties  to  which  persons  werb 
At  present  liable,  for  employing  workmen 
who  had  not  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship, the  Bill  would  probably  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  House.  In  con- 
clusion, the  right  hon.  gentleman  begged 
leave  to  state,  that  those  persons  who  had 
waited  on  him,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
petitions  (from,  he  believed  40,000  ti;adea- 
men)  presented  to  the  House,  had  de- 
meaned themselves  in  the  most  proper 
•nd  becoming  manner.  They  had  in- 
dulged in  no  intemperance  of  complaint, 
but  uniformly  expressed  their  perfect  re- 
signation to  the  award  of  the  legislature, 
whatever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Omlow  explained.  When 
he  spoke  of  malignant  motives,  he  bad  no 
idea  of  alluding  to  the  petitioners.  With 
respect  to  the  scope  of  the  intended  Bill 
4f  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  examined 
the  order-book,  he  would  have  found, 
that  this  notice  referred  to  the  repeal  of 
«nly  one  clause  in  the  existing  Act. 

Mr.  PhiUipi  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  very 
extraordinary.  He  stated,  that  he  had 
-himself  formerly  moved  the  repeal  of  this 
Tery  Act,  with  reference  to  certain  manu- 
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factores ;  and  vet  he  had  just  spoken  of 
it  in  terms  of  high  panegyric,  as  one  for 
which  he  had  the  higheu  respect.  Glo* 
rious  as  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  un- 
doubtedly was,  they  ought  not  to  refer  to 
that  period  as  affording  wi^e  commercial 
regulations.  The  true  principles  of  com- 
merce appeared,  at  that  time,  to  be  mis* 
understood;  and  the  Act  in  question 
proved  the  trpth  of  this  assertion.  The 
persons  most  competent  to  form  regula- 
tions with  respect  to  trade  were  the  mas- 
ter manufacturers,  whose  interest  it  was 
to  have  goods  of  the  best  fabric ;  and  no 
4egislative  enactment  could  ever  effect  so 
much  in  producing  that  result,  as  the 
merely  leaving  things  to  their  own  course 
and  operation.  The  proof  of  this  was  to 
be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  manufac- 
tures for  which  this  country  was  most  fa- 
mous, were  precisely  those  to  which  this 
Act  did  not  apply.  If  this  narrow  princi- 
ple had  been  carried  into  every  branch  of 
art,  the  machinery  of  sir  Richard  Ark- 
wright  would  have  been  lost  to  the  coun- 
try—and the  genius  of  Mr.  WaU,  whose 
inventions  had  added  more  to  the  produc- 
tive powers  of  the  empire,  than  if  the 
population  had  been  increased  one  half, 
would  have  been  still  unknown.  By  this 
Act,  which  was  said  to  be  so  beneficial,,  a 
man,  who  had  served  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  trade  he  detested,  was  prevented  from 
exercising  another  for  which  he  might 
feel  an  inclination.  And,  where  a  manu- 
fiscturer  ceased  to  employ  the.  usual  num- 
ber of  hands,  and  another  had  not  a  suffi- 
cient quantity,  the  superabundance  of  the 
one,  was  prevented  from  being  employed 
to  make  np  the  deficiency  in  the  other. 
This  principle  went,  in  fact,  to  place  the 
trading  classes  ia  this  country  on  a  level 
with  ue  Indian  castes.— The  hon.  gen- 
tleman then  proceeded  to  point  out  the 
evil  egects  which  arose  from  the  system  of 
combination  amonff  tradesmen  ;  a  system 
that  had  extended  widely  through  the 
country,  and  had  produced  great  violence 
and  insubordination.  That  systepv  was 
supported  by  contributions,  whicb.were 
placed  undef  the  controul  of  committees, 
composed  of  idle  and  turbulent  people, 
who  willingly  undertook  the  office,  be- 
cause they  themselves  benefited  by  it. 
Adam  Smith  thought  that  combinations 
among  workmen  were  not  dangerou*— 
because  they  were  counteracted  by  com- 
binations among  the  master  manufacturers, 
which  he  believed  to  be  more  frequent. 
That  able  writer  was  mistaken  in  the  fact. 
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and  his  reasoning  was  consequently  'erro- 
neous*—Matters*  it  was  true,  might  have  a 
common  interest  in  reducing  the  rate  of- 
wages— ^bot  the  Oj^position  among  them 
was  so  macb  greater ,  and  more  powerful 
than  that  among  the  workmen,  that  it 
prevented  them  from  frequently  combin* 
ing  together.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
journeymen  drove  th«  reluctant  into  com- 
bination, throogh  terror— -and  the  appre- 
bensiTe/  by  the  hope  of  protection  and 
security  which  their  great  numbers  held 
out.  This  was  not  the  language  of  a  can- 
didate for  popularity— but  it  was  a  lan- 
guage which  his  public  duty  taught  him 
to  make  use  of. 

Alderman  Aikm  should  be  happy  to 
find  that  be  was  under  an  error  in  oppos- 
ing the  measure  of  the  repeal ;  but  he  did 
so  from  the  idea  that  we  had  no  means  of 
compelling  young  minds  to  pursue  a 
trade,  except  by  holding  forth  motives  of 
encouragement,  in  showing  that  they 
would  thereby  have  advantage  over  their 
fellows.  He  knew  that  many  instances 
might  be  cited  of  great  geniuses,  who 
had  not  served  apprenticeships.  Such 
was  Margaret,  who  invented  the  lunar 
tables,  and  i  watch  for  the  more  perfect 
calculation  of  the  longitude*  Taking 
such  instances  as  proofs  of  the  non- neces- 
sity of  being  bound  for  seven  years,  young 
men  may  say,  **  Why  should  we  submit 
to  a  term  of  bondage  }**  The  answer  of 
parents  and 'masters  is,  **  We  are  afraid  to 
trust  yon ;  we  will  have  our  bond,  and 
then  we  have  a  security  for  yonr  atten- 
dance to  yoor  duty/'  Only  take  away 
the  power  to  iniict  the  penalty ;  and  it 
will  be  seen  what  a  door  we  are  opening 
for  the  neglect  of  our  youth,  who  would 
then  form  their  own  views,  and  conceivis 
themselves  competent  to  practise  a  trade 
after  only  one,  two,  or  three  years  initia- 
tion in  iu  mysteries. 

Mr.  Pntheroe  was  by  no  means  satis- 
fied with  what  had  been  said  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  he  did  not  conceive  this  a  pro- 
per time  for  delivering  his  sentiments 
upon  it. 

Mr.  P^  Moore  was  convinced,  that 
the  forther  the  hon.  gentleman  proceeded 
with  his  Bill,  the  more  difficulty  he  would 
have  fo  encounter.  He  had  already 
catised  very  great  alarm  throughont  the 
country ;  a  proof  of  which  was,  the  great 
number  of  eignatures  to  the  petitions 
whieb  be  (Mr^  Moore)  bad  presented 
agunst  any  alterations  in  the  5ib  of  £lf» 
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zabeth.  There  were  not  less  than 
300,000  in  favour  of  the  established  law  ; 
While  the  illegitimate,  unapprenticed,  and 
itinerant  counter- petitioners;  coming  for- 
ward against  lin  existing  right,  did  not 
exceed  2,000 !  If  such  claims  were  to  be  • 
admitted,  it  would  be  right  to  enquire  why 
other  persons  might  not  be  justified  in 
coming  forward  with  theirs ;  and  instead 
of  confining  apprentices  to  ribbon- wea- 
vers and  watch-makers,  the  learned  pro* 
fessions  might  be  brought  in  question;^ 
and  it  might  be  asked,  what  right  parsons 
or  lawyers  have  to  practise  their  duties, 
without  serving  a  seven  years  apprentice** 
ship. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  said,  from  what  had  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  ap« 
peared  to  him  most  necessary,  that  leave 
should  be  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  and 
that  it  should  be  read  «  first  time ;  they 
would  thus  be  perfectly  aware  of  its  pro-^ 
visions,  and  all  misunderstanding  on  the 
subject  would  be  removed.  He  did  not 
place  any  great  weight  on  the  circum- 
stance of  the  petitions  against  the  measure 
being  signed  by  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons ;  for,  when  individuals  made  it  their 
business  to  go  through  the  country,  and 
to  represent  to  the  working  classes  that 
an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  on  their 
privileges,  it  was  not  wonderful  that  a 
ffreat  clamour  should  have  been  excited. 
He  should  not  have  been  surprised,  under 
such  circumstances,  if,  instead  of  300,000 
persons,  double  that  number  had  come 
forward.  He  had  himself  presented  a 
petition  from  a  great  number  of  manu- 
facturers, inhabitants  of  the  city  which  he- 
represented  (Norwich)  against  the  pro- 
jected measure ;  but  (though  he  had  no 
doubt  ma^iy  of  them  were  his  consti- 
tuents), as  an  independent  member  of 
parliament,  that  circnmstance  should  not 
deter  him  from  giving  the  proposed  Bill  a 
full  and  fair  consideration— -He  thought, 
that,  when  the  measure  came  to  be  dis- 
cussed, there  would  be  a  great  number'of 
speakers  against  it ;  but  he  had  no  doubt 
there  would  be  a  large  majority  of*  votes 
for  it. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  made  a  few  obser- 
vations in  reply. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill,  which  was  shortly  afterwards  brought 
up ;  'read  the  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
the  second  time  on  Friday  the  13th  of 
May. 
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Thurtday,  April  28. 

GsNXRAL  AiVSLiB.]  5ir  Robert  Heron 
•xpretsed  a  with  to  lay  before  the  House 
duplicates  of  certain  letters  which  bad 
been  received  from  the  West  ladies  with 
respect  to  those  transactions  in  the  West 
Indies  which  bad  within  a  few  da^s  be- 
come the  subject  of  conversation  in  that 
House.  He  was  not  present  on  Monday, 
when  the  conduct  of  general  Ainslie,  rela- 
tive to  these  transactions,  bad  been  ani- 
madverted upon;  but  be  lamented  the 
censure,  and  deprecated  any  decision  upon 
tfie  character  of  an  officer  high  in  bis  Ma- 
jesty's service  on  mere  rumour  or  ex  parte 
statement.  His  obiect  was  correspondent 
with  justice,  in  endeavouring  to  remove, 
by  the  production  of  these  papers,  any 
injurious  impression  which  the  censure  or 
charges  alluded  to  were  calculated  to  pro- 
duce upon  the  public  mind.  He  could 
not,  indeed,  allow  the  character  of  a  dis'^ 
tinguished  officer  to  be  sullied  by  a  mere 
impeachment  without  evidence.  The 
charges  advanced  against  this  officer  were 
not,  he  hoped,  brought  forward  upon  light 
ground.  For  himself  be  would  say,  that 
if  this  officer,  or  any  person  in  authority, 
were  found  to  oppress  those  whom  he  was 
bound  to  protect,  that  officer  or  person 
ahonld  never  find  a  defender  in  him.  Bat 
it  happened,  as  he  understood,  that  several 
documents  respecting  the  case  had  been 
intercepted  or  lost,  m  their  conveyance 
from  the  West  Indies;  and  it  was  there- 
fore wished,  with  a  view  to  the  elucidation 
of  general  Ahislie's  conduct,  that  dupK* 
cates  of  the  letters  received  by  Mrs. 
Atnslit  upon  the  subject  shonld  be  laid 
before  the  House;  with  which  wish  he 
(sir  Robert)  now  proposed  to  comply. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding was  inadmissible.  It  was  compe- 
tent for  any  member  to  move  lor  the 
production  of  any  papers  that  he  thought 
proper ;  but  no  member  could,  of  his  own 
mere  will,  lay  any  papers  before  that 
House.  The  bon.  baronet  might,  however, 
go  on  with  the  statement  of  his  case,  if  be 
had  any  Oiotion  is  view. 

Sir  k.  Heron  stated,  that  from  the  let- 
ters he  had  alluded^to,  it  would  appear 
that  the  flogging  which -seemed  to  form 
the  chief  ground  of  complaint  was  infected 
upon  a  run-away  slave,  who  was  a  French- 
man by  birth,  and  who  had  been  guilty  of 
theft 

Mr.  Creevty  considered  the  hon.  ba- 
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ronet's  perseverance  in  this  sort  of  state- 
ment as  quite  irregular,  unless  he  mean! 
to  terminate  in  some  motion,'  because 
the  hon.  baronet  (sir  H.  Mildmay)  who 
had  originally  brought  the  business  before 
the  House,  would  otherwise  be  prevented 
from  replying. 

Sir /i  Heron  said,  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  matter  farther  at  present;  but 
he  hoped  that  that  House  and  the  country 
would  suspend  its  judgment  upon  the 
charges  against  general  Ainslie,  umil  the 
whole  of  the  case  were  investigated,  and 
its  meriu  folly  ascertained. 

Sir  H.  Miiimay  thought  it  right  to  cor- 
rect an  error  in  the  statement  of  the  hon» 
baronet,  for  he  bad  brought  forward  no 
charges  whatever  against  general  Ainslie ; 
but  having  seen  statements  in  the  public 
papers,  containing  the  most  serioua  chargei 
against  the  conduct  and  character  of  that 
officer,  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  put  certain 
questions,  and  to  move  for  the  production 
of  documents  in  that  House,  with  a  view 
to  the  elucidation'of  those  charges. 

Slave  TaADB.]  Mr.  Rose  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  allowing  ships 
seized  in  tho  Slave  Trade  and  condemned, 
to  be  registered  as  British  ships. 

Mr.  Wki^frtad,  although  he  saw  no  mi- 
nister in  his  place,  took  this  opportunity 
of  the  mention  of  the  Slave  Trade^  to  ex- 
press a  hope,  that  in  the  pending  congress 
a  decisive  declaration  would  be  made  by 
all  the  allies  against  the  continuance  of 
this  nefarious  traffic ;  and  that  this  decla- 
ration would  be  followed  up  by  efficient 
acts  on  the  part  of  each  of  those  allies ;  at 
least,  that  the  utmost  influence  of  this 
country  would  be  used  to  promote  thia 
desirable  and  desired  end.  Of  this  oppor- 
tunity^ he  thought  it  proper  to  avail  him* 
self,  to  state  his  wish  upon  the  interesting 
subject  alluded  to,  because  it  might  be  the 
last  opportunity  that  would  offer  in  due 
time ;  ^although  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
might  not  be  enabled  to  make  him  any 
answer  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Roie  said,  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  m^ke  any  answer  to  |he  hon.  gentle- 
man's question  upon  the  aubject  referred 
to. 

Mr.  Wkuhrtad  anticipated  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  no  authority  upon  the 
subject ;  but  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  opportunities  of  communication  v^ith 
ministers,  he  thought  it  righi  to  state  his 
wish  and  opinion,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  communicated^  and  have  some  eflbct; 
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fM»  which,  he  wtt  the  mn-e:  anxious^  M-fae 
happened  to  knovr  tfastloine  penont  were 
aetoaUjr  prepariog*  ia  the  hope  and  con- 
templation thet  toey  would  be  allowed  to 
letania  this  abominable  trade. 
Mr»  Rose's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Latb  Actions  at  Toulouse  and 
Bayonnb.]  Mr.  PrtmantU,  in  considera* 
taon  lor  the  friends  and  families  of  those 
gallant  men  who  had  so  nnavaillngly  and 
laBMntably  fallen  in  the  late  actions  at 
Tooloose  and  Bayonne,  thought  it  right  to 
aik  wthat  steps  bad  been  tak^  b v  our  am- 
bassador in  France,  by  the  British  com  mis- 
sieoers  attached  to  the  allied  armies,  or  by 
the  government  at  home,  to  send  inteHi- 
genee  to  oar  army  under  lord  Wellington, 
of  what  took  place  at  Paris  from  the  31st 
of  March  to  the  l!2tb  instant. 

The  ChaneeUor  qf  the  Exckeqjuer  bad  no 
donbt  it  would  be  found  that  no  practice* 
ble  steps  had  been  left  untaken  either  by 
the  English  ambassador,  by  the  commis*- 
sionere  alluded  to>  or  by  the  government 
at  home,  to  send  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  thftevents  at  Paris  to  the  army  alluded  to. 

Mr;  Pnrnanilt  did  not  consider  the 
atotwer  of  the  right  hon.  eentleman  as  sa- 
tisfiurtory.  He  wished  to  know  the  date  at 
which  the  several  dupatches  had  been 
transmitted  to  lord  Wellington* 

The  ChamxUor  qf  the  Exchequer  declared, 
that  he  could  not  at^present  precisely  state 
the  dates  reqaired;  but  the  hov.  gentle* 
man  might  make  a  motion  open  the  subject 
if  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Fremamle  thought  it  proper  to 
move  for  copies  of  any  papers  or  docu- 
menu  transmitted  by  the  English  ambas- 
sador or  military  commissionerB  with  the 
aUied  armies  to  the  English  army  in 
firance»  from  the  Slst  of  March  to  the 
]^2th  instant)  with  regard  to  what  occurred 
in  France,  together  with  the  dates  of  the 
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thtX^hanceUcf  dfihc  Exchequer  suggested 
eo  amendment,  by  the  addition  of'f  or 
!^  his  Majesty's  government  in  this  coun- 
tiy.'* 

The  motion  with  the  amendment  being 
read^ 

The  ChmKeUor  qfthe  Exchequer  expressed 
hSs  conviction  that  it  would  be  found  that 
ev«ry  possible  step  had  been  taken  to 
tfimsmit'  that  intelligence*,  the  delay  of 
wfaSch  had  oocasioaed  the  shedding  of  so 
much  vahmble  blood.  Nothing,  therefore^ 
remained  for  these  melancholy  eventSi  but 
murvailhiai  regrets 

(VOL.XXVIL) 


Mr.  Fnmantle  disclaimed  the  intention 
,  of  castings  any  imputation' upon  either  the 
Bntiih  ambassador,  our  commissioners 
with  the  allied  armies,  or  the  government 
ati  home ;  but  he  fi^t  it  doe  to  the  families 
of  those  who  had  so  galljintly  fallen^  to 
shew  that  nothing  had  been  left  undone 
which  ought  to  have  been  done,  to  pre* 
vent  such  wanton  sacrifices.  The  conso« 
lation  was  small,  bat  still  it  ought  to  be 
administered. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

StNKiNc  Fund.]  Mr.  Orer^l,  pursuant 
to  notice  relative  to  this  subject,  began 
by  expressing  his  regret  that  what  he  had 
to  say  on  a  topic  of  such  great  importance 
bad  not  fallen  to  the  task  of  a  more  com- 
petent person,  as  it  was  known  to  be  one' 
on  which  a  considerable  difference  of  x>pi- 
nion  existed.  He  begged  the  House  dis^ 
tinctly  to  understand,  that  his  sole  reason 
for  noticing  the  subject  was,  that  it  might 
receive  not  only  their  most  attentive  con- 
sideration, but  that  of  the  public  at  large. 
The  clause  to  which  he  should  particular- 
ly allude,  was  that  introduced  in  the  ori'* 
ginal  Bill  of  1786,^  by  the  late  Mr.  Fox, 
and  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  late 
Mr.  Prtt  to  have  been  a  masterpiece  of  the 
ability  of  its  great  and  enlightened  au- 
thor. The  subject,  bowe? er,  was  so  fami- 
liar, that  any  detail^' on  the  nature  of  the 
clause  were  perfectly  unnecessary ;  yet  it 
might  be  expected  that  be  should  enter 
somewhat  at  length  into  the  mode^  and 
practice  of  carrying  the  Act  into  execu- 
tion. The  Act  of  the  26lh  of  the  King 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  Sinking  Fund ; 
a  measure  not  only  the  most  clear  and  re- 
gular in  iu  operation,  but  the  most  power- 
ful, of  any  that  was  ever  devised  In  support 
of  the  finance  of  this  country.  Ndtfaing, 
therefore,  could  be  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion,, than  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
measure  itself,  or  its  progressive  routine  ; 
but  if  tbe  ideas  he  should  suggest  were 
duly  considered  and  adopted,  he  Was  con- 
vinced that  fresh  vigour  might  be  given 
to  tbe  excellent  system.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman here  gave  an  outline  of  the  nature 
of  tbe  Act,  and  observed,  that  the  uniform 
and  uninterrupted  operation^  of  the  com- 
missioners had  had  the  effect  of  accumu- 
lating hundreds  of  millions  in  their  hands. 
The  mode  they  adopted  was  this :  they* 
had  employed  agents  and  brokers  to  lay 
out  certain  sums  of  money,  at  regular  pe- 
riods,  in  the  3  per  cents.  At  the  passing 
of  the  Act  in  178«,  they  applied  their 
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quarterly  sams  eithei^  to  the  pacing  off 
redeemable  annnitiesi   which    might  be 
above  par^  or  to  the  purchase  of  others 
below  par,  at  the  market  price.    Bat  the 
clause  to  which  he  alluded,  was  framed  in 
the  contemplation  that  a. period  would  ar- 
rive when  another  and  more  advantageous 
mode  might  be  adopted  of  laying  out  toe 
money«    It  authorised  the  commissioners 
to  advance  this  money  by  way  of  loan  to 
any  persons  with  whom  such  contracts  of 
government  might  be  made.     This  great 
financial  machine,  if  it  might  so  be  called, 
was  thus  calculated  to  produce  vast  and 
absolute  savings  to  the  country.    Yet  the 
whole  of.  the   money  had   hitherto  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  stock  for  the 
extinction  of  the  national  debt;    and  it 
only  remained  to  enquire  which  of  the 
two  modes  would  be  most  beneficial  to  the 
nation ;    that  of  continuing  to  purchase 
stock,  or  advancing  the  sums  thus  at  com- 
mand towards  any  future  loan  ?  He  would 
briefly  state  the  arguments  which  he  had 
heard  ou  both  sides  of  the  subject.     The 
amount  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  applied 
in  the  present  year  for  the  purchase  of 
stock  is  I  '2,000,000/.    The  loan  may  pro- 
bably be  22,000,000/.     He  would  merely 
take  ii,  at  the  amount  of  the  loan  of  last  year, 
at  which  time  the  amount  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  might  be  estimated  at  45,000,0001 
He  wished  only  for  an  assumed  average. 
lipw  it  must  be  aidmitted,  that  to  throw 
into  the  market  22  millions  of  stock,  as 
f^as  the  casein  November  last,  and  then 
to  employ  agents  to  go  and  buy   1 2  mil- 
lions, must  keep  up  the  price  of  the  funds 
more  effectually  than  if  these  twelve  mil- 
lions were  withheld  from  the  market.    If 
government  want  22  millions,  and  their 
own  commissioners  have  12  millions  to 
lay  out,  would  it  not  be  better  to  take 
this  latter  sum  on  their  own  account,  than 
to  let  it  go  into  the  market?  Certainly  the 
present  mode  was  a  very  circuitous  way 
of  going  to  work ;  and  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  not  only  ministers,  but  persons- who 
had  never  gone  into  the  stock*market  at 
all»  were  more  likely  to  form  an  unpreju- 
diced and  distinct  opinion  on  this  subject, 
than    the    most    practical    stock-brokers 
ajDong  them  all.    The  price  of  the  article 
which  we  call  stock  must  depend  upon 
the  proportion  of  the  supply  in  the  market, 
and  the  leaving  of  an  excess  of  public 
debt  for  a  time ;    but  withholding  the  12 
millions  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  would  ope- 
rate as  an  advantage,  rather  than  other- 
wise, by  the  efiect  it  would  have  on  the 
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prices  of  the  funds.  To  place  the  subject 
in  a  clear  vi^w;  suppose  a  gentleman  of 
12|000/.  a  year  wants  to  raise  10,000/. 
he  goes  among  the  money -ietiden  to  raise 
it.  They  tell  him  **  you  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  22,000/. ;  but  get  a~  per- 
son to  take  12,000/.  of  the  amount,  and 
then  you  obtain  vour  wants,  and  band 
back  the  rest.''  'f^he  hoi),  gentleman  pur- 
sued his  illustrations,  by  citing  cases'  of 
commercial  bartering,  and  drew  the  in- 
ference, that  the  knowledge  of  the  times 
when  purchases  were  to  be  made  on  be- 
half of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  must  natu- 
rally have  the  effect  of  raising  the  stocks 
at  those  periods.  By  way  of  contrast,  be 
urged,  that  after  a  loan  had  been  con- 
tracted for,  the  effect  produced  by  the  sale 
of  omnium,  in  depressing  the  funds,  was 
exactly  in  the  inverse  proportion  as  they 
were  raised  by  the  purchases  of  the  com- 
missioners. As  fast  as  these  commissioners 
pour  their  12  millions  into  the  public 
reservoir,  the  loan  contractors  take  it  out 
and  carry  it  to  the  Exchequer ;  but  by  the 
mode  which  the  clause  in  question  gives 
them  the  power  to  adopt,  they  could  carry 
it  there  at  once.  He  could  but  very  im- 
perfectly sUte  the  argumenu  he  had  heard 
a^inst  this  mode.  He  had  been  asked 
what  were  the  argumenu  in  favour  of 
changing  the  system?  Why,  the  profit 
that  would  arise  from  its  operation.  Wer^ 
gentlemen  aware  what  tms  profit  would 
have  been  upon  the  last  loan  ?  lie  might 
say  that  the  average  premium  of  20  per 
cent  upon  the  last  loan  is  less  than  what 
would  have  arisen  by  the  alteration  in 
question,  as  the  loan  itself  might  have  been 
reduced  from  22  to  10  millions.  The-hon. 
gentleman  concluded  with  saying,  that  he 
need  not  trouble  the  House  any  farther  on 
a  subject  so  self-evident.  His  object  was 
only  to  invite  them  to  give  it  all  due  con- 
sideratioo:  he  should  therefore  merely 
move  for  papers  whkh  would  tend  to 
throw  additional  light  on  the  topic.  The 
hon.  member  concluded  by  moving.  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account 
of  the  money  expended  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  reduction  of  the  National 
Debt,  in  the  quarter  ending  the  5th  of 
April  inst.  together  with  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  bearing  interest ;  as  well 
as  accounts  of  the  average  price  paid  fbr 
every  100/.  of  the  said  capital,  &c. 

The  Chtmcdkr  qf  the  Excheqwr  said, 
that  the  observations  which  he  was  pre- 
pared, to  o^r,  were  much  abridged,  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  sitjeet  bid  been 
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treated  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  The 
retains  of  the  amoani  of  the  National 
Debt  at  the  close  of  each  year  woald  have 
been  very  nearly  the  same,  if  the  course 
recommended  by  the  hon.  member  had 
been  taken,  as  they  had  been  under  the 
present  system.  By  this  he  meant,  that 
the  excess  of  the  loan  raised  in  each  year 
over  the  sums  appropriated  to  the  extinc 
tion  of  the  National  Debt,  would  have  been 
the  same.  In  this  respect,  then,  there 
would  be  neither  an  advantage  nor  a  dis- 
advantage in  adopting  the  suggestions  of 
the  hon.  gentleman;  but  the  question 
which  they  had  to  consider  was  merely 
this :— whether,  in  the  course  of  years,  it 
might  be  expected  to  produce  a  better 
e£fect  on  the  money-market?  It  might 
be  impossible  to  show  that  the  present 
aystem  was  superior  to  that  of  which  the 
bon.  gentleman  was  the  advocate.  He 
did  not  know  any  way  in  which  they 
could  positively  decide  the  question ;  but 
he  held  the  advantages  which  resulted 
firom  a  gradual  and  constant  application 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  purchase  of 
itook,  to  be  superior  to  those  oflfered  by 
the  plan,  of  the  bon.  gent.  If,  for  instance, 
the  sum  of  ]00,000£  were  thus  expended 
on  every  quarter-day,  the  effect  produced 
at  the  end  of  the  yearwovld  be  more  con- 
siderable than  that  to  be  looked  for  from 
a  smn,  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  such 
pnrchases,  being  so  disposed  of  at  once  in 
the  market  There  might  be  occasions  on 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  have  recourse 
to  the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend :  when  it 
appeared  that  there  was  any  unfair  advan- 
tage attempted  to  be  taken  by  a  combina- 
tion of  those  disposed  to  bid  for  the  loan, 
then  it  might  be  right  for  the  minister  to 
avail  himself  of  that  alternative  which  was 
afibrded  him  by  the  law.  There  were 
other  circumstances  in  which  it  might  be 
hb  doty  to  do  so.  When  a  great  rise  of 
the  funds  was  anticipated,  for  instance,  or 
when  the  loan  was  so  small  that  the  com- 
missioners could  advance  the  whole  of  it, 
in  theee  cases  it  might  appear  that  he 
Vraght  to  go  to  them ;  but  he  could  hot 
admit  that  it  ought  to  be  his  uniform  prac- 
tice. He  begged  to  reserve  to  himself  the 
firee  liberty  of  taking  that  course  which 
according  to  circunuunces  should  appear 
the  best.  He,  however,  admitted  that  the 
evbject  well  deserved  the  most-attentive 
consideration,  and  thought  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman entitled  to  the  tlmnks  of  the  House 
for  bringing  it  forward. 
Mr.  &  Vmntad  could  not  approve  of 


the  course  recommended  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. As  a  friend  to  the  Sinking  Fund, 
he  was  unwilling  that  any  material  devia- 
tions from  the  present  system  should  be 
countenanced.  That  had  enabled  us  ta 
bear  op,  while  our  National  Debt  was 
augmented  from  261  millions  to  900  miU 
lions ;  and  but  for  that,  we  should  long 
ago  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  our  ene- 
mies. *  He  gave  every  credit  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  for  the  clear  and  lucid  manner 
in  which  iie  had  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward, but  differed  from  him  in  his  conclu* 
sions.  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  noticing 
the  agitation  of  the  funds,  observed,  it  was 
a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  but 
the  funds  were  seven  per  cent,  lower  now 
than  they  were  before  Buonaparte's  abdir 
caiion  was  known. 

The  ChanceUar  qfihe  Exchequer  in  expla- 
nation of  this  circumstance  observed,  that 
the  depression  pf  the  funds  was  caused  by 
the  expectation  of  a  loan,  the  amount  pf 
which  had  been  considerably  exasgerated. 

Mr.  Martin  spoke  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent system. 

Mr.  OreitfeU,  in  reply,  said  he  had  been 
misunderstood.  His  -plan,  instead  ,of  in^ 
jnring  the  Sinking  Fund,  would  add  to  the 
means  of  the  commissioners  for  extin- 
guishing the  National  Debt.  He  had 
asked  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  last 
loan  if  12,000,000/.  of  the  22,000,0002. 
had  been  taken  from  the  commissioners 
for  paying  off  the  National  Debt,  whether 
he  would  have  been  disposed  to  bid  for  the 
remaining  10,000,000/.  The  answer  of 
the  gentleman  had  been  (and  he  was  au- 
thorised to  state  it),  I  would  not  only  have 
bid  for  it,  but  I  would  have  given  a  higher 
price  for  it,  had  the  loan  been  but 
10,000,000/.  instead  of  22|000,000/. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RxpoaT  ON  THB  Act  respecting  the 
Bounties,  &c.  onSugae.]  Mr.  Brogden 
reported  from  thecommittee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider 
of  an  Act  made  in  the  present  session,  c. 
24,  for  continuing  certain  bounties  and 
drawbacks  on  the  exporution  of  sugar' 
from  Great  Britain,  and  for  suspending  the 
countervailing  duties  and  bounties  on 
sugar  when  the  duties  imposed  by  an  Act 
of  the  49th  year  of  his  present  Majesty 
shall  be  suspended ;  and  who  were  in- 
structed to  consider  of  the  duties  on  sugar, 
cofiee,  and  other  articles,  the  produce  of 
Martinique,  Mariegalante,  Guadaloupe, 
Saint  Eostatia,  Saint  Martin,  and  Saba, 
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tbe  reign  of  bis  present  Majesty^  by  twiuok 
the  drawbacks  and  boontietf  on  sugar  ex*- 
ported  from  Great  Britain  were  regulaled 
and  ascertained,  be  repealed ;  and  that  tboi 
following  Schedule  be  subttiiuied  in  dieu 
ibereof,  except  with  respect  to  raw  fiQ^r» 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,  viz. 


imported  into  Great  Britain  ;  tbe  Resoki- 
tions  which  they  bad  directed  *bim  to 
report  to  the  House ;  and  the  same  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  are 
as  follow : 

1.    Resolfed,  That  the   Schedule   an- 
nexed to  an  Act  made  in  tbe  43th  year  of 


Pricea  of  Br«wn  or  Mmcondo  Sugar,  at  which 
Drawback*  and  Douoiies  are  payabJe. 


Drawback  to  b«  allowed 
onSuiarofllKBriUah 
PlanuiioDi  in  the  tame 
atate  in  which  it  was 
imported;  and  Bounty 
on  refined  •aiar,  bein 
ground  or  powdered 
Sugar. 


Bounty  on  re6ned  Sugar 
callcd'Bucarda,  orre^ 
lined  Loaf  Sugar  bro- 
ken in  piece*. 


Bounty  on  other  refined 
Sugar  in  Xoaf  eott* 
plete  and  whole*  or 
Lump  duly  reiferd. 


If  the  average  price  of  Brown  or  Musco- 
vado Sugar,  published  in  the  London 
Gazette,  shall  not  exceed  455.  the  cwt. 

If  it  shall  exceed  455.  and  not  exceed  5iis, 

If  it  shall  exceed  58<.  and<not  exceed  605. 

If  it  shall  exceed  605.  and  not  exceed  62s. 

If  it  shall  exceed  62s.  the  cwt.     -     - 


20*.  the  cwt. 
20s,     .    - 
185.     -     . 
165.     -     - 
145.     .     - 


25$,  the  cwt. 
205.     -     - 

185.  -  - 
165.  .  . 
145.     .     - 


365.  the  cwt. 
345.     .     - 
315.     .     . 
275.     .     - 
245.     .     - 


All  the  above  Prices  are  to  be  taken,  exclusive  of  the  Duties  of  Customs  paid  or 
payable  on  the  Importation  of  Si^ar^ 


^.  That  it  is  expe£ent  that  sugar, 
coffise^  and  other  articles  the  produce  of 
Martinique,  Mariegalante,  Quadaloupe, 
Saim  Eustatia,  Saint  Martin,  and  Saba, 
imported  into  Great  Britaini  be  subject  to 
the  like  duties,  drawbacks,  bounties,  roles, 
legolations^  and  restrictions,  as  similar 
articleaif  of  ^e  British  plantations. 

Ordered,  That  a  BiiJ.be  brought  in  upon 
Ibe  said  Resolutions ;  and  that  Mr.  Brog- 
den,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  Mrl  dhaocellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr«  Loshingloa,  da 
prepare  and  bring  it  in. 
# 

Ireland -*- Repoet  on  the  Act  re- 
SPECTLMC  Judges'  Salaeibs.}  Mr.  Brog^ 
den  reported  from  the  conunittee  of  the 
whol^  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
consider  of  the  Act  of  the  parliasneni  of 
Ireland,  40  Geo.  S,  c.  69,  to  enable  hb 
Majesty  to  grant  annnities  to  tbe  Lord 
High  Cbancellor,  and  io  the  Judges  of  tbe 
Court  of  King'«-bench,  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Commc^i- 
f\tm  and  Exchequer,  Judge  or  Commis- 
mrf  of  the  Court  of  Prerogative,  tbe  Jadge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions  of  tbe  county  of 
Dublla,  and  Assistant  Barristers  of  the 
several  ot^r  counties,  on  tbe  leiignatioB 
of  their  resfMCttve  ofiioeii,  and  for  other 
purposes  theptin  mentioned  ;  the  B4fsolo- 
.tton  which  they  baddtreoled  bias  to  report 
to  the  House;  and  the  same  sots  read. 


and  agreed  to  by  tbe  House,  aod  is  «i 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  bis  Msjesty  be  enidt4ed 
to  grant,  under  oertahi  conditions  lo  ba 
limited,  unto  any  ^person  who  may  or  abaU 
have  «xecolied  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  King's^tench,  Mas^ksr  of 
ibe  Rolls»  Chief  Jnatke  of  theCoaamas- 
pkas,  or  Chief  Baron  of  ibe  Excbeqtier,  in 
Ireland,  respectively,  an  additional  aaauitT 
of  SQQd.  Irish  currency  Xo  each  of  such 
persons.;  and  to  any  person  who  Jiia*y  or- 
shall  have  executed  the  ofike  lof  Puisne 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  £ing'a-bench  or 
Common-pleas,  or  of  Baron  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  Ireland,  an  additional  aonjaity  of 
600/.  Irish  currency  to  each  of  suci^  par- 
sons ;  such  annuities  to  be  granted  to  them 
respectively,  after  their  resignation  of  such 
offices  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  opoa 
tbe  said  Besohstion ;  and  that  Mr.  Brogdeflb 
Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  William  Fitsgerald,  and 
Mr.  Loshington,  do  poepare  and  bring 
itin« 

Petition  or  tbe  Hiqh  Bailiff  of 
Westminstee.]  a  Petition  of  Affthnr 
Morris,  bailiff  of  the  liberty,  of.  iha 
dean  and  chapter  of  the  ooUegiate  ch^ifoh 
of  St.  Peter  at  Westmin8tar,.in  Iha  caontj 
«f  Middlesex,  hesng  offered  ita  ^ba  pier' 
sented; 

Mr.  Chnncellor  nf  the  JSscbeiyier^  by 
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command'Of  bis  royal  highoets^be  Prince 
Re^eotf  acqoMnted  the  HoMe,  that  hit 
Royal  Highoets,  bafing  been  titfd^riiied  of 
tbe  contenls  of  tbe  said  PeuUon»  recoin« 
coei^ds  it  to  tbe  consideratioD  of  *the  Hoase. 

Tben  tbe  said  Petitioa  was  brought  op 
and  read ;  seuing  fortb> 

'« Tbat  all  precepts  for  the  election  of 
cttiseas  to  serve  in  parliameBt  for  tbe 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster,  are  di* 
reeled  to,  and  returned  by  tbe  petitioner ; 
and  tbat»  by  tbe  report  ol  a  committee  of 
tbo  House,  appointed  to  enquire  into  and 
examine  the  nature  of  tbe  office  of  higb 
bailiff  of  Westminster,  and  the  duties  and 
burthens  incident  thereto,  it  appears  thai 
the  net  annual  income  of  tbe  office  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  bear  the  necessary 
eipences  of  socb  eleotions,  and  whiob, 
OAtil  the  period  of  tbe  petitioner's  appoint- 
Bien^  were  onifonily  defrayed  by  the 
respeotife  candidates;  and  that,  by  tbe 
r«fosal  of  Sttch  fia}nnent  at  tbe  contestted 
elections  in  1806  and  1607,  «be  petitioner 
was  placed  in  a  situation  of  unexpected 
difficulty  and  risk,  and  ouMnned  a  clear 
actual  loss  of  1,26^  lOs.^,  and  there- 
fore the  same  coonnittee,  consideriAg  tbe 
peculiar  basdthtps  under  nrhicb  the  peti- 
tioner laboared,  recommended  to  tfbe 
Hoase,  that  mhbo  certain  proTisioiis  should 
be  made  for  defraying  those  expences,  as 
appears  by  such  report,  prnited  the  1 1th 
day  of  June  J  81 1,  and  to  wtfaicb  tbe  peti- 
tioner begs  leave  to  refer ;  and  tbat,  in 
pnraoance  of  tbe  said  report,  an  Act  was 
passed  the  9th  of  July  following,  whereby 
it  was  enacted,  that  tbe  expences  of  hus- 
tings and  poll  clerks  should  be  defrayed 
by  the  candidate  or  candidates  at  all  future 
elections  for  the  city  of  Westminster  ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  tbe 
two  members  returned  at  tbe  last  election 
ibr  Westminster,  in  October  1 8 1 2,  to  com- 
ply with  tbe  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  on 
tbe  ground  of  their  not  being  candidates 
-at  such  electioni  tbe  petitioner  caused  an 
action  to  be  commenced  against  the  hon. 
lord  Cochrane,  one  of  such  members,  who 
baring  suffered  judgment  by  default  to  go 
against  him,  the  petitioner  obtained  a  ver- 
dict from  a  jury,  under  tbe  direction  of  the 
sheriff,  for  22bL  being  one  moiety  of  tbe 
expences  proved  by  tbe  petitioner  to  hare 
been  incurred  by  him  in  and  about  sudh 
doctioD,  and  wbieb  sum  has  been  recerted 
by  tba  petttioneri  and  that  the  petitioner 
was  under  the -neoeaslty  of  bringing  bis 
notion  lor  the  olber  moiety  against  sir 
Francis  Bordett,  the   other  ttcinb^  ro- 


turned,  wberem  the  petttioner  was  non- 
suited, and  wbieb  nonsuit  has  been  con- 
firmed, after  solemn  argonient.   In   tbo 
conn  of  King's-bench,  on  the  groond  that 
sir  Francis  Burdeu,  not  baring  interfered, 
direcfily  or  indirectly,  in  tbe  condott  of 
such  election,  or   sanctioned    the    same 
otherwise  than  by  taking  his  seat,  could 
not  be  considered  a  candidate  withm  tlie 
meaning  of  tbe  said  Act;    and  tbat  the 
petitioner  has  thus  incurred  a  farther  loss 
of  225/.  amoonting^with  bis  former  kas  of 
1.269/.  \0s.  2d.  to  the  sum  of  1,194/.  lOft. 
QtL  exclflsive  of  very  heavy  costs,  making 
a  toul  of  not  leas  than  2,000/. ;   and  tbat 
such  expences  have  fallen  upon  the  peti- 
tioner in  the  doe  and  aealous  execvtion  of 
writs  for  tbe  return  of  members  to  the 
House,  and  not  in  consequence  of  any  in- 
correctness on  bis  part,  but  of  the  inade  - 
quacy  of  tbe  act  of  parliament  to  protect 
bimagainst  the  novel  and  unexpected  man* 
ner  o4'  eluding  the  provisions  thereof;  and 
that  tbe  just  and  benevolent  intentions  of  tbe 
House  10  afford  relief  to  tbe  petitioner  bare 
tba#i  been  frustrated,  leaving  him  stitt  a  suf- 
ferer to  an  amount  exceeding  the  whole 
wet  profits  of  bis  office  during  tbe  seven 
years  be  has  held  tbe  same,  and  more  than 
his  private  fbrtane  is  equal  to  bear;    and 
tbat  it  was  tbe  intention  ot  the  petitioner 
to  make  application  to  the  House  early  'tn 
tbe  present  session,  bot  was  not  able  to 
Obtain  the  sanction  of  tbe  lords  commis- 
sioners of  bis   Majesty's  Treasury  until 
after  the  time  limited  for  receiving  peti- 
tions  for  private  Bills  bad  elapsed  ;   and* 
praying,  that  leave  pisy  be  given  Co  pre- 
sent  a  Petition  for  the  purposes  aforesaid." 
*  Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  present 
a  Petition  as  desired.     *  ^ 

A  Petition  of  the  said  Arthur  M4»rris 
was  accordingly  presented  and  read ;  cbn- 
taining  the  same  allegations  as  the  last 
preceding  Petition ;  and  praying  tbe 
House  to  afford  him  tbat  remuneratioit  for 
expences  incurred  in  its  service,  which  be 
trusts  have  been  satisfactorily  proved  by 
tbe  report  of  the  committeo  before  whom 
tbe  principal  part  of  the  foreroing  aMega- 
tions  werefulFy  substantiated  by  evidence. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Frid(^,  April  99. 

NoRWAT.]    Lord    Holland,  scfetng  hit 

noble  friend  (lord  Liverpool)  in  his  place, 

i^ral  deiircios  of  ascertaining  from  hbn  tbe 

«xict  import  of  tbe  taapension  or  cessa- 
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tion  of  hostilities,  which  he  had  announc- 
ed the  other  day.  When  his  noble  friend 
said  that  a  convention  for  the  suspension 
of  hostilities  had  been  sig^ned.  between 
France  and  the  Allies,  did  he  mean  to 
state,  that  Norway  was  included  among 
those  powers  between  whom  hostilities 
had  ceased. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  in  reply  to  the  question  put  by 
his  noble  friend,  that  Norway  was  not 
included  in  the  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties. 

Lord  Holland  asked,  was  it  to  be  under- 
stood from  that  statement,  that  we  were 
at  war  with  Norway. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  state  the  fact,  that  orders  had 
been  given  at  the  proper  place  (the  Ad- 
miralty), to  take  measures  for  the  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  Norway. 

Earl  Grey  supposed  it  was  then  to  be 
understood  from  this  statement,  that  the 
ports  of  Norway  were  to  be  blockaded  by 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  compel  Norway 
by  famine  to  submit  to  unite  itself  with  a 
foreiffn  power  against  its  inclination !  He 
heara  this  avowed  with  equal  astonishment 
and  grief.  What  was  to  be  done  upon 
this,  he  did  not  know.  The  matter  was  in 
the  hands  of  his  noble  friend.  But  some 
.motion  ought  to  be  made,  that  the  subject 
might  be  uoroughly  sifted. 

The  Earl  of  Livierpool  conceived  him- 
self to  T>e  limited  at  present  merely  to  the 
giving  an  answer  to  the  question.  When 
the  motion  should  be  made,  he  would  then 
haye  an  opportunity  of  stating  the  whole 
of  the  circumstances. 

Earl  Grey  observed,  that  as  the  motion 
to  be  made  must  be  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  the  foundation  for  some  frirther 
proceeding,  it  was  desirable  that  their 
lordships  should  have  before  them  some 
official  document.  The  statement  of  the 
fact  by  the  noble  lord  was  of  course  per- 
fectly sufficient  for  them,  as  individuals  ; 
but  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  parliamen- 
tary proceeding,  there  must  be  some  re- 
gular document,  or  evidence,  to  bring  the 
matter  officially  before  the  House.  Had 
the  noble  lord  any  objection  now  to  con- 
sent to  a  motion  for  the  production  of  the 
Instruction  to  the  Admiralty  to  give  or- 
ders for  this  blockade?  He  would  have 
an  opportunity  for  giving  a  full  statement 
of  the  Circumstances  on  the  motion  for 
the  further  proceeding; 

The  Earl  of  lAo^pool  saifl,  he  cer- 
tainly shonld  object  to  the  production  of 
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the  paper.  It  coold  only  serve  as  the 
foundation  of  some  further  proceeding; 
and  therefore  its  produclioti  might  pro- 
duce inconvenience,  butcodd  do  no  good. 
The  House  was  in  possession  of  the  fact. 
The  statement  of  the  circumstances  had 
therefore  much  better  be  made  on  the  mo^ 
tion  for  the  production  of  the  paper. 

Lord  GrenoilU  said,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  it  would  be  the  better  course  of  pro- 
ceeding to  have  the  paper  ftrst  produced. 
The  House  knew  the  fact  certainly  from 
the  noble  earl's  statement ;  but  it  would 
be  better  to  have  it  brought  before  the 
House  in  a  regular  way,  which  it  must 
be  before  any  further  proceeding  could 
be  had. 

The  Earl  of  Lkoerpool  still  continued  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  preferable  not  to  agree 
to  the  production  of  the  paper  in  the 
first  instance.  Their  lordships  must  be 
convinced  that  this  did  not  arise  from 
any  wish  to  shrink  from  the  avowal  of  the 
fact.  He  should  give  a  full  statement  and 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  which 
justified  Great  Britain  and  the  Allies  in 
this  proceeding,  on  the  motion  fdr  (he 
production  of  the  paper. 

Earl  GriM  said,  he  should  move  for  the 
paper  on  Monday. — It  was  then  ordered 
that^  the  House  be  summoned  for  that 
dayl 

Lord  Stanhope  said,  he  was  glad  that 
the  House  was  summoned  for  Monday ; 
as  a  subject  of  the  last  importance,  as 
connected  with  civil  liberty,  was  to  bt 
discussed  on  that  day. 

Battle  of  Toulousb.]  The  Duke  of 
Norfolk  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  move  the 
Thanks  of  the  House  to  lord  Wellington 
and  the  army  under  his  command,  for  the 
battle  of  Toulouse.  He  did  not  himself 
mean  to  sabmit  any  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  was  desirous  merely  to  state  his 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 

The  Earl  o(  Lnierpool  stated,  that  minis- 
ters had  no  view  of  that  kind  at  pre- 
sent. 

DuLWicH  College  Bill.]  Lord  Holland 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Dulwich 
College  Bill,  and  stated  that  the  object  of 
it  was  merely  to  enable  the  roaster  to 
marry.  By  the  statutes  made  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  College  by  the  founder, 
Uie  master  could  not  be  a  .married  man. 
This  had  been  found  very  inconvenient, 
and  was  not  soited  to  the  present  state  of 
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•ociety.  If  their  lordtbips  pemitt^  the 
BiH  to  go  iDto  a  committee,  he  should  uiw 
dertake  to  shew,  that  this  aiteratioQ  could 
not  be  fairly  considered  as  inconsistent 
with  the  intentions  of  the  founder ;  and  at 
any  rate,  if  it  appeared  that  any  regula- 
tion of  this  description  was  adverse  to  the. 
public  interest,  it  was  the  duty  and  within 
the  power  of  parliament  to  apply  the  re- 
medy. This  was  not  without  precedent, 
as  something  of  the  same  kind  had  been 
done  in  the  case  of  Morden  College,  in 
1806.  The  collese  was  founded  at  a 
time  when,  by  the  law«  the  ecclesiastical 
heads  of  colleges  were  not  permitted  to 
marry.  When  laymen  were  placed  at 
the  heads  of  colleges,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  subject  them  to  the  same  celi- 
bacy. But  at  the  Reformation,  the  prohi- 
bition as  to  the  ecclesiastical  heads  of  col- 
leges was  done  away,  while  it  contipued 
as  to  laymen— the  former  being  held  to 
celibacy  only  by  the  s^neral  law  which 
was  abolished,  while  the  private  statutes 
still  remained  in  force  as  to  laymen  at  the 
heads  of  colleges.  It  could  hardly  be 
considered  as  consonant  to  the  intention 
of  the  founder,  that,  under  this  change  of 
circumstances,  the  statute  as  to  the  celi- 
bacy of  the  master  should  continue  in 
force.  It  would  certainly  be  highly  be* 
neficial  to  the  college  that  this  Bill  sDould 
pass ;  for  if  they  consented  to  go  into  a 
oommit|ee,  he  understood,  that  the  neces- 
sity almost  of  such  a. change  in  the.  regu** 
lations  might  be  proved.  There  were 
several  absurd  statutes  besides  this,  which, 
perhaps,  it  might  be  proper  to  alter, 
though  that  was  not  the  object  at  preisent. 
The  college  was  under  the  necessity  of 
electing  a  man  of  the  name  of  Allen,  who 
should  be  an  unmarried  man,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  proceed  to  the  election 
within  a  rortnight  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  vacancy.  It  was  6bvious, 
that  when  vacancies  frequently  occurred, 
improper  persons  must  therefore  some* 
times  be  chosen.  He  had  stated  so  much 
on  account  of  the  industry  which  had 
been  exerted  out  of  doors  with  respect  to 
this  Bill ;  but  in  hopes  that  the  House 
would  sofier  the  Bill  to  be  committed,  he 
should  say  nothing  forther  on  the  subject 
at  this  time. 

Lord  EUenbcrou^h  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  much  mdustry  did  appear  to 
have  been  exerted  out  of  doors,  and  with 
considerable  eflect,  as  might  easily  be 
seen  (alluding  possibly  to  the  nukerous 
attendance  on  the  oppesition  tide).    He 


should  therefore  content  himself  at  present 
with  protesting  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill,  without  opposing  itk  going  into  a 
committee. 

The  Puke  of  Nmfoik  was  adverse  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  If  the  statutes 
made  by  the  founder  were  thus  to  be  al« 
tered,  it  vr6M  be  better  that  the  corpora- 
tion  should  be  dissolved  at  once,  and  the 
property  soared  to  go  to  his  heir  at  law. 
The  precedent  of  Morden  College  was  a 
bad  precedent,  and  rather  aflbrded  an 
argument  against  than  for  the  present 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  had  very  much 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  as  the  noble 
duke.  The  precedent  of  Morden  College 
he  thought  a  bad  precedent,  and  one  ra- 
ther to  be  avoided  than  followed :  he 
should  not,  however,  oppose  the  Bill  going 
into  a  committee. 

Lord  QramHie,  being  one  of  those  who 
had  voted  for  the  Morden  College  Bill, 
thought  it  necesiary  to  say  afow  words 
as  to  the  grounds  of  his  vote,  though  he 
should  only  say  a  few  words  now,  there 
appearing  to  be  an  understanding  that  the 
Bill  should  be  committed.  Their  lord- 
ships were  aware,  that  these  foundations 
were,  in  fact,  the  creatures  of  the  legisla- 
ture ;  and  that  the  founder  was  only  per- 
mitted by  the  act  of  the  legislature  to 
make  statutes  for  the  time  to  regulate  his 
college.  There  must  be  in  every  society 
a  supreme  poWer  to  alter  and  regulate 
whatever  in  its  actual  situation  appeared 
to  be  adverse  to  the  public  interest.  To 
say,  that  any  founder  of  any  institution 
could  make  statutes  unalterable  by  the 
legislature,  was  as  absurd  as  to  say  that 
the  present  parliament  could  make  laws 
unalterable  by  any  future  parliament. 
Highly  as  these  foundations  ought  to  be 
respected,  and  great  as  was  the  deference 
which  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  wishes  of 
the  founder,  yet  in  any  college  if  there 
appeared  to  be  statutes  adverse  to  the 
public  interest,  God  forbid  that  it  should 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
correct  the  evil,  and  act  for  the.  public  in- 
terest in  that,  as  in  other  respects.  This 
he  thought  himself  bound  to  say,  much 
as  he  respected  these  coUeges  and  the  sta- 
tutes of  their  founders.  He  thought  the 
case  of  Morden  College  one  to  which  this 
high  power  of  the  legislature  was  most 
properly  applied,  and  on  that  ground  had 
voUd  for  it.  What  the  exact  state  of  the 
present  cfase  was,  would  be  best  ascer- 
tained in  the  committee. 
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Th0  lfif>d  ChmmHar^  did  nol  give  any, 
QlpjoioD  on  tbe  subJMt  a),  this,  Uimb.  They. 
mo»lA  have  an.  oppartoQity  whan.  in.  the 
committee  of  ezaminiDg  these,  statiitee, 
.  and  forming  a  coireet  jndgmeal  upon  the 
whole  matlber.  But.  by  agreeing  to  go 
into  the  commiUeO/  be  requested  it  might 
be  andecstood  tha^  he  did  not  mean  to 
ptejudge  himself  in  any  way  as  to  what 
might  b^  fitting  ultimately  to  be  done. 
Thd  BiU  bad  been  referred  to  the  judges 
in  the  usual  way.  When  the  Bill  was 
brought  in,  the  preamble  borethatthe  alte* 
ration  might  be  useful  to  the  college.  The 
judges  hwl  struck  out  this,  and  inserted 
those,  *'  whereas,  &c«  it  might  not  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  college/'  If  tbeir  lordships 
'  weiie  tA  alter  Htatutes  becauae  they  might 
npt  be  prejudicial  to  the  colleges,  there 
waSt  no  saying  where.tbey  were  to  stop. 
How  far  it  might  be  proper  to.  make  any 
alteration  in  the.  present  insunce  would 
of  course  be  best  aaciBrtained  in  tbe  com- 
mittee,-; and  so  far,  therefore^  he  was  ready 
now  to  go* 

Tbe  Earl  of  Uvvpoci  said^  that  the 
qpfv^tion  might,  perhaps  assume  a  difiereot 
shape  after  it  came  out  of  the  committee, 
and.  that,  was  ceriainly  a  reason  for  going 
that  far*  though  he  was  adverse  to  the  prin*' 
ciple  of  tbe  Kll  as  it  appeared  at  present 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  acommittei^ 
which  was  appointed  to  meet  on  Monday 
fortnight 

BOUSE  Of  COMMONS. 

Fridty,  April  29. 
NoawAT.]  Mr.  C.  Hynn  rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  without,  he  said.  Intending  4o 
trouble  the  House  with  any  length  of  obr 
serration  on  the  subject.  He,  did  not 
mean.  to.  require  any  information  either  as 
to  wha^  was  doing  or  intended  to  be  done, 
in  the  pending  negociation,  but  solely  to 
enquire  ac  to  our  situation  and  relation 
with  regard  to  Norway.  In  reply  to  a 
question  which,  he  had  yesterday  put, 
namely,  whether  we  were  now  at  peace  or 
at  war  with  Norway  ?  his  right  hon. 
friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  thought  proper  to  state  merely,  that 
the  g^femment  of  this  country  did  not  re- 
cognise Norway  as  an  independent  nation, 
but  as  an,  integral  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Denmark.  This  reply,  however,  he  could 
not  deem  satisfactory.  For  referring  to. 
the  case  of  France,  although  after,  the  de- 
position of  the  mpnarchy  in  179%  the 
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Briiiih  gOTomnentdid^  noi  aeknawledg» 
the  republic  that  followed,  yei  we  were  al 
peace  with  the  French.  Now  he  wished 
to  know  whether  we  were  in  a  similar  re- 
lation with,  the  Norwegians?  By  the  sti- 
pulations of  last.year,  it  appeared  that  our 
government  had  agreed  to  concur  in  en- 
deavonring  to  obtain  the  cession,  of  Norway 
to  Sweden;  and  the  question  now  was, 
whether  an  order  had  been  issued  by  mi- 
nisters^ as  it  was  understood,  to  interrupt 
any  communication  with  Norway,  in  order 
to  force  the  Norwegians  to  assent  to  that 
cession  ?  If  such  an  order  had  not  been 
issued,  then  it  would  appear  that  the  ques- 
tion was  still  open  for  discussion.  But  if 
it  were  otherwise,  and  his*  right  hon.  friend 
should  still  decline  to  give  any  answer 
upon  that  subject,  he  should,  feel  it  his 
duty  to  move  for  the  production  of  copies 
of  any  orders  issued  to  prevent  communi- 
cations with  Norway.  '  At  the  same  time, 
he  observed  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  his 
right  hon;  friend  to  prevent  any  motion  at 
present  by  One  word,.either  yesor  no* 

Thn  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  happy  that  he^  had  it  in  his  power, 
aiccordinff  to  his  hon.  friend's  statement, 
to,  take  that  course  which  would  serve  to 
avert  any  premature  discussion  upon  the 
subject.  For  he  felt  no  difficulty  in  stating, 
that  his  Majesty's  government  had,  in 
concert  with  Sweden  and  our  other  allies, 
iuued.an  order' foe  blockading  tbe  porta  of 
Norway» 

SiMPLB  CoNtaACT  Dbbts.]  On  the 
motion  of  sir  Samuel  Romilly  for  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill  for  rendering  freehold 
estates  subject  to  the  payment  of  Simple 
Contract  Debts ; 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beat  argued  against  the 
measure  as  inei^edient  and  unnecessary ; 
because  it  was  owing  rather  to, the  neglect 
of  creditors  themselvet  than  to  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  existing  law,  that  their  claims 
were  not  pot  into,  a  proper  shepe  to  in- 
force  their  payment ;  namely^  by  render- 
ing tbeir  claim*  what  the  law  called 
"  special."  He  would  not  therefore  con- 
sent to  alter  a  law.  of  loag  establishment, 
in  the  existence  of  which  tbe  landed  pro- 
prietors and  tbe^stocracy  were  so  much 
interested,  and  the  character  of  which  was 
sustained  b^  so  many  high  legal  aulhb- 
rities.  Besides,  if  tbe  law  were  altered, 
by  renderii:^  freehold)  estates*  liable  for 
simple  contract  debis,  facilities  would.be 
afforded  te  young  heirs  to  contract  impro- 
vident debts,  and  to  fraudulent 'dainianta. 
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alfO  i#  pr«M  demandi  ftfier  the  4e»tk  of 
biid*owiiftrs»  for  tbe'p^yoMnt  of  Mrvicti 
which  might  be  probably  gratuitous ;  but 
which  at  all  eventf^  the  party  being 
dead,  it  might  be  impossible  for  the  heir 
to  rebut  by  any  satisfactory  explanation. 
On  these  grounds,  the  learned  gentleman 
coqduded  with  moving,  that  the  Bill  be 
committed  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Pretion  supported  the  Bill;  and 
asked  what  was  to  become  of  the  claims  of 
crodifors  on  simple  contract  debts  where 
the  dvbtor  died  prematurely,  beiore  the 
debts  could  be  made  special  ?  He  consi- 
dered this  measure  as  likely  to  produce 
great  benefit,  and  liable  to  no  just  ob- 
^ction. 

Sir  Arthur  Piggott  said,  be  would  wil* 
lingly  contribute  whatever  aid  he  could 
Upwards  tho  support  of  this  BUI.  The  pro- 
poaition  upon  which  this  Bill  was  founded 
appeared  to  him  so  plain,  that  it  did  not 
seem  capable  of  being  resisted.  That  men 
should  contract  debts,  and  not  have  their 
property  liable  to  the  payment  of  them, 
was  80  inconsistent  with  justice^-^as  a 
Ihtfig  00  preposterous,  that  he  wondered 
any  person  could  be  found  hardy  enough 
Co  support  it.  This  was  the  second  tiaoe 
in  hifl  parliamentary  life,  when  an  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  him  of  contributing 
his  vote  to  remore  from  the  law  of  the 
country  that  reproach  to  which  it  was  so 
justly  subject.  Three  ceMluries  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  Statute  of  Wills  enabled 
men  to  dispose  of  their  property  as  they 
pleased,  even  so  far  as  leaving  it  to  per« 
aons  not  in  the  remotest  degree  connected 
with  them,  and  the  farthest  removed  from 
their  natural  afiections ;  not  eveif  saving 
the  rights  of  their  heirs,  or  the  rights  of 
creditors.  Such  was  the  slow  progress  of 
legal  improvement,  that  151  years  elapsed 
mfWr  this  statute,  before  the  Statute  of  Frau- 
dulent Devbes  passed,  in  the  year  1$41, 
by  which  creditors  were  in  some  measure 
protected.  For  a  space  of  15 1  years,  cre- 
ditors remained  in  such  a  situation,  that 
they  might  be  disappointed  by  specialty  ; 
andy  after  that  time,  for  151  years  more,  a 
person  might  owe,  if  possible,  a  sum  equal 
to  the  national  debt,  and,  by  avoiding 
•certain  solemnities  in  his  contract,  might 
'dispose  of  his  property  so  as  altogether  to 
disappoint  his  creditors*  Ousht  the  law, 
he  would  ask,  to  reroaia  in  such  a  situation 
as  this?  Since  he  was  capable  of  consider- 
ing the  matter,  his  opinion  upon  it  never 
•varied  for  one  moment;  nor  did  km-  stej 
mnf  thing  m  the  arguments  vrfaith  he  had 
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heard,  to  remove  the  conviction  on  his 
mind,  that  the  law  ought  not  to  remain  in 
this  state.  At  present,  if  a  man  did  not 
fouad  his  contract  upon  a  mortga||e,  and 
have  his  attorney  at  bii  elbow,  iviib.  the 
wax  and  parchment  upon  the  table,  be  was 
liable  to  give  credit  without  any  power  of 
being  paid,  even  though  a  person  possessed 
ten  limes  the  amount  of  ibe  debts  he  owed* 
And  upon  whom  did  this  inconvenience 
iall  ?  Was  it  not  upon  the  honest  and  indus* 
trious  tradesman  ? — upon  the  poor  me- 
chanic—not  upon  the  great  capitali8t>  or 
upon  the  money-lender,  >rho  knew  very 
well  they  must  have  a  specialty  debt,  or 
else  they  could  not  recover,  and  who  took 
all  the  necessary  precautions.  It  was  not  the 
debts  of  the  latter  that  were  made  subject  to 
any  danger;  it  was  the  simple  contract 
debts,  'ne  simple  contract  creditors  were 
the  persons  who  were  precluded  from  pay* 
ment,  if  the  debtor  should  die  without 
charging  the  debts  upon  his  r^al  property. 
Such  were  the  inconveniences  that  resulted 
from  the  present  state  of  the  law.  It  was 
stated  to  be  the  duty  of  parliament  to  le- 
gislate for  particular  grievances  as  they 
arose.  Was  it  meant  to  be  asserted,  that 
no  practical  gricTances  arose  from  the 
law.  as  it  now  atood^that  no  tradesmen* 
no  mechanics,  lost  their  just  debts,  and 
with  their  debu  lost  their  credit,  and  with 
their  credit  the  means  of  supporting  their 
families?  It  was  invidious  to  allude  to 
particular  instances;  i>ut  from  his  own 
experience  in  the  courts  of  justice,  he 
knew  that  when  charges  on  real  estates 
came  to  be  administered  in  many  instances, 
the  creditors  by  simple  contract  were  dis- 
appointed, though  their  demands  were  as 
just  as  if  they  had  been  contracted  with 
all  the  solemnities  of  law.  Were  such 
things  to  be  endured  ?  He  was  lost  in  sur- 
prise when  he  considered  that  the  law  was 
suffered  to  remain  in  such  a  state  to  the 
present  day ;  that  in  the  year  1614  a  man 
could  have  the  power  of  dbposing  of  his 
property  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  the 
payment  of  his  just  debts.  Among  the 
many  incongruities  which  grew  out  of  this 
system,  he  would  only  remark  upon  one« 
It  was  the  practice  to  which  the  great 
men  were  obliged  to  have  recourse,  who 
presided  in  the  courts  of  justice,  from  the 
time  of  lord  Jef&nes,  under  Jaoses  the 
2ad,  down  to  the  time  of  lord  Rosslyn : 
they  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  sup-* 
posing  the  wiil  to  contain  expressions 
which  were  not  in  it ;  that  the  tertator 
might,  by  that  meam/  ^  obliged  to  ^ 
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justice  to  hif  creditor!.  They  all  professed 
that  they  woald  go  the  otmost  lengths  to 
interpret  the  wills  so  as  to  do  justice.  This 
alone  proved  that  the  law  was  not  in  such 
a  state  that  the  testator  could  be  compelled 
to  do  justice  to  his  creditors.  It  may  be 
asked,  why  it  happened  that  this  law  was 
allowed  to  remain  ?  The  same  question 
may  be  put  with  respect  to  other  laws- 
why  was  so  much  time  suffered  to  elapse 
beK>re  the  statute  against  fraudulent  de- 
rises  was  passed  ?  Was  it  a  less  sacred 
duty  to  pay  a  simple  contract  debt  of  50/. 
than  a  bond  debt  of  great  amount  ?  It  was 
the  non-payment  of  these  simple  contract 
debts,  that  filled  the  gaols  with  unhappy 
persons,  who  were  brought  to  misery  by 
such  foul  and  fraudulent  iransactioAs.  It 
was  surprising  that  the  law  was  not  repeal- 
ed before— but  it  was  better  late  than 
never.  No  inconvenience  could  result 
from  the  Bill.  It  was  represented  as  the 
support  of  the  aristocracy :  he  could  not 
believe  it.  The  aristocracy  would  disdain 
any  such  support.  The  son  of  a  noble- 
man would,  he  was  certain,  disdain  to  in- 
herit his  father's  estate,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  his  just  debts  ;  he  would  not  in*" 
jure  his  respectability  by  any  such  means. 
In  the  present  state  of  society,  when  pro- 
perty of  every  kind  was  so  unfettered,  the 
Jaw  should  not  be  suffered  to  stand*  An 
Act  had  passed  some  time  back,  by  which 
the  real  property  of  traders  was  subjected 
to  the  payment  of  their  simple  contract 
debts.  Were  it  not  for  this  law,  contrac- 
tors and  others,  who  made  their  property 
by  lending  money,  and,  as  a  great  man 
once  expressed  it  in  that  House,  "  whose 
equipages  shone  like  meteors,  and  whose 
palaces  rose  like  exhalations,'^  would  be 
enabled  to  purchase  estates  to  any  amount, 
and  at  the  same  time  disappoint  their  ere* 
ditors.  The  law  should  be  extended  in 
the  same  way  to  the  real  property  of  per- 
sons not  concerned  in  trade ;  and  he  would 
support  it,  not  only  by  his  vote  in  that 
House,  but  by  any  other  means  in  whWh 
his  influence  could  be  exerted. 

Mr.  WethereU  thought  that  the  late  inno- 
vations made,  and  endeavoured  to  be 
made,  upon  landed  property,  would  give 
rise  to  much  inconvenience.— In  the 
principle  of  such  a  Bilhas  this,  as  it  applied 
to  traders,  he  willingly  concurred.  In 
consequence  of  the  gpreat  increase  pf  trade, 
and  the  importance  of  commerce  to  the 
country,  such  a  law  was  necessary.  One 
of  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  present 
Bill  was,  that,  if  they  passed  it,  it  would  be 
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soon  found  necessary  to  proceed  further* 
It  could  not  be  said,  that  there  was  any 
practical  inconvenience  in  this  respect  ex- 
isting now,  which  bad  not  existed  for  300 
years.  It  was  said  to  be  a  proposition  of 
morality,  that  men  sliould  pay  their  debts. 
That  proposition,  however,  in  many  points, 
was  to  be  limited  by  political  expediency ; 
and  was  actually  so  limited  by  the  lawsas 
they  stood  at  present.  A  verbal  promise 
to  pay  money  was  binding  inforo  conteien- 
tuf,  but  it  was  not  so  by  law.  By  the 
law  as  it  stood  now,  creditors  could  not  be 
permitted  to  take  the  whole  rents  and 
profits  of  a  real  estate,  nor  could  land  pass 
by  mere  verbal  agreement.  It  required 
three  witnesses  to  a  will  disposing  of 
land,  but  money  might  be  disposed  of  bv 
an  instrument  completely  unanthenticated. 
If  the  present  Bill  passed,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  letting  in  a  large  class  of  spu- 
rious debts,  to  the  injury  of  the  honest 
creditor.— The  question  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  was,  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  permit  the  law  to  remain  as  it  at 

f>resent  stood,  than,  by  altering  it,  as  his 
earned  friend  proposed,  to  do  a  little  good, 
at  the  risk  of  creating  a  great  deal  of  evil  ? 
Such  an  innovation  would  give  rise  to 
many  fraudulent  claims,  which  otherwise 
would  not  be  thought  of.  The  old  adage, 
"  Dead  men  tell  no  ules,''  could  not  be 
applied  to  any  subject  with  more  propriety 
than  to  this.  For  he  was  convinced,  that, 
under  the  proposed  innovation,  claims  and 
demands  of  a  fraudulent  nature  would  be 
set  up  against  the  estates  of  those  who,  by 
death,  were  prevented  from  resisting  them. 
If  they  passed  the  Bill  of  his  learned  friend, 
they  c(rold  not  stop  there — they  would  be* 
obliged  to  sanction  a  variety  of  others. 
One  of  their  first  proceedings  must  be,  to 
repeal  the  Statute  of  Frauds.— By  it,  claims 
were  to  be  made  within  the  space  of  three 
years;  but,  by  bis  learned  friend's  Bill, 
the  period  was  extended,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances whatever,  to  six  years.  It 
was  not  a  proper  way  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion, as  a  matter  merely  to  be  considered 
in  faro  comciini/ue— it  should  be  treated  as 
a  question  of  civil  policy.  That  qoestton' 
of  civil  policy  was,  whether  the  House 
ought  to  permit  debts,  after  a  man's  de- 
cease, to  be  authenticated  by  mere  parole 
testimony.  ?  If  it  were  admitted,  then  they 
would  open  to  usurers  and  money-lenders 
a  door  for  the  perpetration  of  fraud  and 
injustice,  and  at  the  same  time  provide  a 
paMum  for  the  dissipated  and  extrava- 
gant 1   Ir  was  very  true,  there  were  cir* 
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camttanceSy  particularly  in  cases  of  sudden 
death,  where  the  fair  trader  might  not  be 
able  to  procure  his  just  and  equitable  de- 
mand from  the  estate  of  the  debtor ;  but, 
in  his  opinion,  the  measure  which  his 
learned  friend  proposed  to  remedy  the  in- 
conTenience,  would  produce  consideraUy 
more  mischief  than  that  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  remove. 

Mr.  Siephen  said,  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (sir  Arthur  Piggott)  had,  with  all 
the  eloquence  and  learning  which  he  so 
eminently  possessed,  defended  the  Bill  on 
the  broad  ground  of  justice,  which  required 
that  the  present  law  should  no  longer  be 
suffered  to  exist*  In  answer  to  this,  the 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Wetherell)  asked, 
'*  Can  any  mischief  or  inconvenience  be 
now  stated  to  rise  from  it,  which  has  not 
exifted  for  the  last  three  or  four  hun- 
dred years?''  If,  however,  the  length 
of  their  duration  were  to  he  considered  a 
sufficient  reason  for  perpetuating  griey- 
ances— if  their  antiquity  were  a  plea  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  their  removal — then  the 
learned  gentleman  himself  had  acted  in- 
consistently ;  for  he  had  given  his  assent  to 
a  measure  brought  into  that  House,  some 
years  ago,  by  his  learned  friend  (sir  S. 
Komilly),  by  which  the  estates  of  com- 
mercial men  were  made  liable  to  the  bank- 
rupt laws.  The  arguments  which  he  had 
applied  to  the  present  case,  bore  equally 
upon  the  former  !•— And,  indeed,  the  very 
same  objections  might  be  advanced  against 
the  Statute  of  Frauds,  important  and  salu- 
tary as  it  was  allowed  to  be.  The  learned 
gentleman  had  observed,  that  moral  prin- 
cipfe  ought  not  to  be  considered  by  itself 
in  this  case— but  that  it  should  be  con- 
nected with  views  of  political  expedien- 
cy. Were  they,  then,  to  put  the  cause  of 
justice  out  of  the  way— were  they  indeed 
to  forget  every  moral  principle,  because 
some  question  of  political  expediency  in- 
tervened? The  learned  gentleman  ob- 
served, that  a  man  who  entered  into  a 
yerbal  contract  to  sell  his  esute,  could  not 
be  compelled  to  ratify  that  contract,  if  he 
did  not  please.  Such  conduct,  he  allowed, 
was  perfectly  unjust ;  but  still  the  law 
supported  him  in  thus  acting ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  inferred,  that  the  law  made  mora- 
lity bow  its  head  to  expediency.  Now, 
the  fact  was  quite  contrary — the  priticiple 
on  which  the  Statute  of  Frauds  proceeded 
was,  not  to  prevent  simple  contracts  from 
being  enforced,  but  to  guard  against  the 
xecepjdon  of  parole  evidence,  which  might 
bft  Mnpioperly  obtained.    That  law  was 


not  enacted  to  render  simple  contracts  of 
no  effect,  but  to  prevent  men  from  having 
false  and  surreptitious  contracts  set  up 
against  them.  It  was  not  introduced,  as  a 
matter  of  civil  policy,  opposed  to  morali* 
tv  ;  but  it  was,  in  truth,  enacted  to  serve 
the  interests  of  morality.  The  learned 
gentleman  said,  ^<  If  you  permit  simple 
contract  claims  to  be  made  on  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  person,  you  will  let  in  a  vast 
number  of  fraudulent  demands^ — the  pro- 
perty will  be  exhausted  in  the  payment, 
not  of  just,  but  of  unjust  debts''— that  is, 
of  simple  contract  debts.  Now,  if  this  ar- 
gument were  good  for  any  thing,  it  went 
directly  to  call  upon  them  to  enact, 
"  That  simple  contract  debts  should  not  be 
paid  at  all."— But,  where  was  the  justice  of 
permitting  a  man's  goods  and  chattels  to 
be  seized,  after  his  death,  under  that  very 
species  of  evidence  which  the  learned 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  dishonest ;  and 
yet  to  exempt  his  landed  4>roperty  from 
the  payment  of  debts  proved  m  a  similar 
manner  ? — He  might  as  well  say  at  once, 
that  no  debt  should  in  future  be  paid, 
except  those  which  were  termed  spe*' 
cialty  debts,  where  an  instrument  in 
writing  had  been  given  by  the  debtor 
to  the  creditor.  The  learned  gentleman 
seemed  to  fear,  that,  if  the  Bill  were 
passed,  tradesmen  would  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  t which  ityvould  afford 
them,  of  making  parole  claims,  without 
any  just  foundation.  Now,  he  believed, 
the  fact  would  be  directly  the  reverse ; 
and,  he  should  be  glad  to  know,  who  the 
persons  were  that  usually  made  rapacious 
and  unjust  claims  ?  Were  they  made  by 
tradesmen  ?  He  befjeved  not.  The  very- 
worst  species  of  creditors,  he  was  con- 
vinced, would  be  found  among  that  class 
of  persons,  money* lenders  and  usurers, 
who  came  forward  with  their  deeds  and 
bonds !  Would  a  young  and  extraVagant 
heir,  who  expected  to  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  a  plentiful  estate  very  speedily 
—would  iuch  a  person,  if  he  wanted  mor 
ney,  refuse  to  put  his  hand  to  a  bond,  hew- 
ever  disadvantageous  the  terms  demanded 
of  him  ?  It  was  thus  the  usurer  dealt— he 
took  care  to  have  a  written  security— and, 
in  proportion  to  the  dishonesty  of  the 
transaction,  people  of  that  description  were 
more  and  more  cautious.  But  the  case  of 
the  fair  trader  was  completely  different. 
He,  confiding  in  his  own  integrity  and 
uprightness,  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
demand  such  securities.  But,  was  he 
therefore  to  be  prevented  firom  recovering 
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h!s  jun  and  legal  demands  ?  The  leatned 
gentleman  dilated  a  good  deal  on  the  cir- 
camstance,  that  no  compulsion  could  make 
an  individual  become  a  creditor ;  and  that, 
When  he  did  «o,  he  acted  willingly.  Now, 
h&  should  have  recollected,  that  there  were 
Suvoluntary  creditors.  What  would  be 
say  to  the' devastavit  of  an  executor— or, 
lo  lay  aside  technical  terms,  where  an  I 
Executor  misapplied  the  money  intrusted 
lo  his  care— this  was  a  simple  contract 
debt.  And  yet,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
although,  by  such  misconduct,  the  execo* 
tor  might  reduce  to  want  and  misery 
those  whose  interests  were  intrusted  to  his 
€are  ;  ftnd  though  he  mi^ht  leave  behind 
faim  a  plentiful  estate^for  his  own  ftimily— 
yet,  such  was  the  injustice  of  the  system, 
that  the  debt  thus  dishonourably  contract- 
ed could  not  be  recovered  from  that 
estate !  There  was  also  another  case,  which 
applied  to  the  observation  upon  voluntary 
creditors.  That  was,  where  a  person,  eito- 
powered  to  sell  out  stock  for  another,  made 
use  of  it  for  his  oven  purposes.  This  aho 
was  a  simple  contlfact  debt ;  and  although 
it  might  be  recovered  from  the  estate  of  a 
person  in  business,  and  therefore  subject  to 
the  bankrupt  laws  ;  yet,  if  the  individual 
who  acted  thus  fhtudulently  did  not  come 
under  the  denomination  of  a  trader,  it 
could  not,  on  his  demise,  be  charged  upon 
his  estate.  Was  it  not  shameful^  was  it 
not  deplorable,  that  such  flagrant  abuses 
were  suffered  to  exist  in  a  great  commer- 
cial country  ?  Such  viras  the  immorarity 
and  Injustice  of  the  system,  that  a  man, 
who  could  not  recover  his  simple  contract 
.  debt  on  the  estate  of  his  deceased  debtor, 
might  be  sent  to  prison  for  debt  incurred 
by  himself,  Which  he  was  prevented  from 
discharging,  in  consequence  of  his  inability 
to  procure  that  which  was  due  to  bim. 
He  did  not  think  there  ought  to  be  that 
leaning  towards  the  landed  aristocracy  of 
the  country,  highly  respectable  as  it  was, 
which  should  call  upon  the  House  to  con- 
tinue that  which  was  manifestly  uAijust. 
And^  when  he  said  that,  he  felt  conrineed, 
that  the  landed  proprietors,  the  country 
gentlemen  themselves,  did  not  wish  for 
that  species  of  support.  Their  importance 
in  the  country,  and  the  respect  which  was 
due  to  them,  were  not  (bunded  on  sudi  an 
immunity  as  this ;  but  on  their  own  ho- 
nourable, manly,  independent,  and  pa- 
triotic character !  Such  a  system  as  that 
which  the  learned  gentleman  supported 
did  not  exist  iti  the  colonies,  t^reehold « 
<CBt&tes  were  there  ftmehable  lo  the|p^yment 
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of  simple  contract  debts  ;  and  the  prece- 
dent was  worthy  of  particular  notke-^for, 
where  an  estate  had  attached  to  it  fi  or 
SOO  human  beings,  the  transfer  of  th<B 
property  must  be  attended  with  moire  af- 
flicting circumstances  than' could  possibly 
hippen  in  this  country.  Why,  he  would 
ask,  should  the  property  of  every  class  in 
society,  except  those  who  were  termed 
gentlemeh,  be  chargeable  with  simple  con- 
tract debts?  Why  should  a  rule  be  laid 
down  for  the  protection  of  men,  who,  as  it 
were,  made  their  flithers  sin  in  their  graves? 
It  might  be  said,  that  this  system  tended  to 
prevent  estates  from  travelling  out  of  the 
direct  line  of  inheritance.  But,  in  bis 
mind,  the  conduct  of  individuals,  who 
were  capable  of  committing  such  injustice, 
would  be  Tisited  bv  the  displeasure  of 
Providence,  and  the  inheritance  would  ul- 
timately depart  from  the  posterity  6f  those 
by  whom  it  was  originally  enjoyed.— He 
supported  the  measure  with  all  his  heitt — 
for  there  did  not  appear  to  him  to  he  any 
difl^rence  between  the  true  policy  of  the 
case,  and  its  admitted  morality. 

Mr.  Ltickhart  said,  when  his  1eal*ned 
friend  (sir  S.  Romilly)  first  brought  for- 
ward this  measure,  it  struck  him,  that  it 
could  not  be  opposed,  except  on  the 
ground  of  S6me  great  public  rnconre- 
nience  being  likery  to  arise  from  it.  h 
conseouence  of  this,  he  examined  the  Sta- 
tute of  Frauds,  Which  supplied  him 'with 
the  same  powerful  argument  in  support  of 
the  Bill,  that  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Ste- 
phen) h^d  already  submitted  to  the  House. 
He  had  next  looked  into  the  Statute  of 
Frauduleht  Devises,  which  was  drawn  up , 
by  men  of  very  great  ability  ;  he  there 
found  it  enacted,  that  debts  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  estates  of  men  deceased ;  but 
its  prc^sions  did  not  extend  to  any  bat 
specialty  debts-^ simple  contract  debts 
Were  not  rccogniteed  by  it.— It  appeared 
to  him,  therefore,  thM,  in  making  this 
distinction,  the  great  men  who  had  fram\nl 
the  Act,  were  influenced  by  some  rery 
grkve  and  important  considerations,  fte 
therefore  proceeded  to  a  gentleman,  6f 
very  gr^at  experience,  in  the  Master's 
Oflice  In  Chancery,  and  enquired,  "  Whe- 
ther, where  a  man  devised  hfs  estate  fbr 
the  payment  of  his  debts,  in  general,  he 
had  ever  known  any  public  incc/nvcfnience 
to  arise  from  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
perty?** He  was  answered,  *'  Nefver." 
He  next  enquired,  '•  Whethet,  Wfaere*per- 
sons  pf'oved  their  debts,  by  tbeilr  own 
oatbs^  be  witf  aware  of  iny^tfl  tft^g 
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eter  resollcd  i*'  Tbe  vlmw^  wm,  "  No; 
beqfiuse,  wh«re  the  debt  was  oppoeed,  the 
oath  of  tbe  party  was  not  sufficient  to 
procure  its  discbarge — be  mast  sobstan- 
tiate  bis  demand,  in  that  case,  by  addi* 
tionai  evidence ;  and,  where  a  doubt 
existed,  it  was  customary' to  direct  an  issue 
to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  law,  to  settle  the 
disputed  point."  .  Now,  if  no  inconve- 
nience had  been  created  by  tbis  process, 
where  it  bad  been  tried,  he  could  see  no 
reason  to  induce  him  to  withdraw  bis  as- 
sent from  the  further  progress  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  sanctioned  both  by  morality 
and  expediency.  He  wished,  however, 
to  ask  his  learned  friend  (sir  S.  Romitty), 
what  public  inconvenience  be  dreaded, 
wbicb  prevented  him  from  providing  in 
his  Bill,  that  the  estates  of  persons,  which 
were  not  devised,  should  be  legal  assets, 
as  well  as  those  which  were  ? — Was  it  to 
avoid  tbe  multiplicity  of  actions  that 
might  arise  ? — (Sir  Samuel  Romilly  mo- 
tioned that  it  Was.}— if  that  were  the  case, 
as  his  lieamed  friend  intimtved,  then  any 
seggcfsttons  of  his  were  unnecesaary.— He 
also  wished  to  know,  whether,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  measure  was  framed, 
there  existed  any  danger,  by  a  aimple 
contract  creditor's  filing  his  bill,  of  in- 
cumbering  the  title  of  the  heir-at-iaw  ?— 
(Sir  Samuel  Romilly  intimated  that  there 
was  not.) — Having  received  a  faTourabfe 
answer  to  both  his  em^uirtes,  he  feh  him- 
self called  upon  to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment  of  tbe  learned  gentleman. 

Tbe  Solicitor  General  said,  he  felt  ex- 
actly in  the  same  situation  as  bis  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Wethcrell),  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.  6reat  names  were  certainly 
arrajred  in  favour  of  the  measore ;  yet, 
however  diffident  he  might  be,  in  standing 
forward  against'  such  acknowledged  abi- 
lity, he  felt  himself  conscientiously  called 
upon  to  oppose  the  farther  progress  of  the 
Bill.  Exercising  his  own  discretion  on 
the  subject,  he  must  say,  that  his  judg- 
ment *di8seoted  from  the  argument  ad- 
duced by  the  gentlemen  who  had  sop- 
"ported  the  measure.  If  it  were  a  matter 
personal  to  himself,  after  having  heard 
tbe  opinions  delivered  by  men  of  so  much 
teaming  and  experience,  even  if  be  thought 
that  tbey  were  not  perfectly  right,  still  he 
wouW  rather  have  deferred  to  their  judg- 
ment, than  have  implicitly  followed  his 
own ;  then  he  might,  without  imputation, 
sacrifiee  his  private  opinion;  but,  as  a 
member  of  pafrliament,  he  stood  there  to 
"grve  to  his^eoDslitAeiits,  and  to  the  ptAMc, 
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the  reasons  which  infloenoed  his  toUs. 
The  object  of  the  present  Bill  was,  tp 
remove  one  of  those  landmarks,  by  which 
tbe  descent  of  real  property,  froiti  alices^ 
tors  to  their  posterity,  had  bean  guided 
from  a  very  ancient  period — and  to  make 
it  liable  to  simple  contract  debts,  to  the 
payment  of  which  it  never  bad  been  sub- 
ject, from  the  earliest  times  to  the  presem 
day  ;  and  he  did  not  think,  that  any  one 
of  the  cases  put  by  the  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  measure,  rendered  it  at  all 
necessary  to  invade  that  long-eslablistied 
rule.  Those  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  fla- 
vour of  the  alteration  seemed  to  think 
that  the  statute  of  Fraudulent  Devises  was 
an  innovation  sufficient  to  sanction  what 
tbejr  now  proposed .-^The  fact  was  very 
difterent.— That  statute  operated  to  restore 
the  right  which  the  creditor  had,  at  a  fr>r-  • 
mer  period,  under  tbe  common  law.  Be- 
fore the  reign  of  Henry  8,  by  statuie  sta-' 
pie,  by  recognisance,  &c.  the  claim  of  the 
creditor  was  a  lien  on  the  real  property  of 
the  debtor — after  whose  death,  he  had  b 
right  to  receive  his  share  of  the  proceeds, 
on  distribution.  The  Act  of  Henry  ^, 
gave  to  every  man  the  right  of  Revising 
his  property  to  a  stranger  ;  this  was  the 
destruction  of  (he  right  the  creditor  pi^e* 
vionsly  possessed,  under  the  coMNiiion  law 
— but,  when  the  statute  of  king  William 
was  passed,  it  sobjected  tbe  laind  to  tbe 
same  lien,  in  the  hands  of  tbe  devisee,  as 
in  those  of  the  heir  at  law ;  in  elber  words, 
it  restored  the  at>cient  right  of  tbe  creditor 
to  his  lien  on  real  property.  It  said  to 
the  debtor,  •'  You  shall  not,  by  the  right 
the  law  gives  you  to  dispose  oC  your  pro- 
perty, defeat  that  lien,  which  the  creditor 
had  before  the  law  gave  yon  an  opportu- 
nity of  evading  his  demand."  The  Act 
of  Henry  8  was  an  innovation  on  the 
common  taw;  but  that  of  k^ng  William 
brought  back  the  ancient  right  of  tbe  cre- 
ditor, and,  therefore,  was  not  an  innora- 
tion.  That  beine  the  case,  it  by  no  OK^ans 
warranted  the  alteration  proposed  by  tbe 
present  Bill ;  bm,  on  the  contrary,  afford- 
ed the  strongest  argument  against  it— un- 
less it  was  contended,  that  tbey  were  n^t 
to  be  guided  by  those  wl^o  had  gone  bia- 
fore  them.  It  did  appear  to  him,  that  the 
legislature,  in  the  time  of  king  Wi4Natt, 
did  go  as  far  as  tbey  thought  they  coirid 
proceed  with  safety,  when  tbey  made  the 
estate,  in  the  bands  of  the  ^eaise^»  eqnallftr 
liable  as  if  it  were  in  tbe  faanda;cf  the  heir 
at  law.  Tbe  statement  made  hy  iris 
learned  friend  (air  A.  Piggott),  Abat,  to 
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the  €oait  of  Chancery,  the  greatest  extent 
possible  was  given  to  the  words  of  persons 
who  bad  devised  their  estates  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  did  not  apply  here. 
.  In  those  cases,  the  court  of  Chancery,  and 
the  courts  of  law,  woold  look  astutely  to 
the  words  of  the  devisor,  to  see  what  his 
intention  was,  that  it  might  be  carried  into 
effect.  It  was,  however,  said,  that  all  the 
chancellors,  from  chancellor  Jefferies  down 
to  K>rd  Rosslyi),  had  expressed  themselves 
in  favour  of  charging  simple  contract 
debts  upon  real  property.  For  the  pur- 
pose ot  benefiting  the  simple  contract 
creditor  alone,  they  were  stated  (o 
have  examined,  with  the  utmost  mi- 
nuteness, the  terms  of  every  devise. — 
But,  if  that  were  the  fact,  it  was  most  ex,- 
traordinary,  that,  during  this  whole  pe- 
riod, not  one  of  those  chancellors,  many 
i^f  whom  sat  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, where  alterations  of  the  law  often 
originated,  had  ever  brought  forward,  or 
suggested,  any  measure,  or  even  stated  the 
propriety  of  a  measure,  for  rendering  real 
property  subject  to  this  species  of  debt* 
When  he  callesi  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  antiquity  of  the  present  system,  he 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  antiquity  alone 
should  be  considered  as  a  safeguard.  But, 
when  a  measure  had  existed,  as  he  might 
say, ''from  all  time,"  when,  in  consequence, 
the  evils  supposed  to  arise  from  it,  must 
have  come  under  the  consideration  of 
courts  of  justice,  year  after  year,  and  yet 
no  measure  was  proposed  to  the  legislature 
to  remedy  these  supposed  defects — he 
thought  it  would  induce  the  House  to 
pause,  and  weigh  the  matter  most  se- 
riously, before  the}'  determined  on  remov- 
ing one  of  the  great  land-marks  affecting 
the  descent  of  real  property.  He  admit- 
ted, and  certainly  no  person  would  at- 
tempt to  controvert  the  truth  of  the  po- 
sition, that  every  man  was  bound,  by  a 
moral  obligation,  to  pay  his  debts.  But 
this,  as  well  as  many  other  obligations  in 
society,  was  imperfect.  And  it  mightnot  be 
good  policy  to  enforce  the  performance  of 
an  act  (though  inforo  corucientigt,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding might  seem  proper),  when  it  in- 
volved principles  of  general  expediency. 
Thus,  he  coula  not  allow,  because  it  was  a 
moral  obligation  for  a  man  to  pay  his 
debts,  that,  therefore,-  they  should  break 
down  the  law  of  property,  and  render  the 
person  in  possession  liable  for  what  his 
predecessors  owed.  If  they  did  alter 
the  law  of  landed  property,  why  not  at 
once  give  the  sheriff  an  opportunity  of 
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selling  the  estate,  in  the  same  way  that  he 
would  dispose  of  any  other  species  of  pro« 
perty  ?  By  the  present  law,  a  creditor  was 
permitted  to  receive  half  the  rents  and 
profits  of  his  debtor's  estate,  till  his  demand 
was  liquidated*  But  why  not  suffer  him 
to  take  the  whole  r — The  moral  obligation 
was,  that  he  should  pay  all  his  debts ;  and 
it  extended  as  much  to  his  entire  estate, 
as  to  a  moiety  of  it.  At  present,  in  order 
to  substantiate  a  charge  upon  the  landed 
property,  it  was  necessary  that  an  obliga^ 
tiop  of  a  highly  solemn  nature  should  be 
entered  into,  or  that  the  judgment  of  some 
court  should  have  been  obtained.— This 
was  considered  very  hard  on  the  creditor. 
—But  could  they  forget  that  the  debtor 
and  creditor  entered  into  the  contract  to- 
gether ?  There  was  no  compulsion.  The 
creditor  knew  the  terms-^and  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  credit  It  was  said,  that 
every  man  ought  to.  know  the  law.  This, 
with  respect  to  some  laws,  would,  he 
thought,  be  requiring  too  much.  But,  he 
believed,  there  were  very  few  men^  who 
did  not  kpow,  when  they  gave  credit,  that 
it  was  only  on  the  personal  security,  on 
the  personal  property,  of  the  debtor  that  it 
was  given.  Whether  a  man  would  or  would 
not  comply  with  a  demand  for  credit,  was 
the  subject  of  a  simple  question.  But, 
when  once  an  individual  thought  fit  to 
lend,  oi\  particular  and  specific  terms,  of 
which  he  could  not  be  ignorant,  what 
right  had  he  to  complain  that  the  law 
granted  him  no  more  I  Why  should  he 
demand  a  greater  extent  of  indulgence, 
when  it  was  in  his  own  power,  originally, 
if  he  chose,  not  to  sell  his  goods,  unless 
under  a  special  contract  ?  Among  traders, 
real  property  had  been  made  liable  to 
simple  contract  debts ;  but  the  reason  was, 
that  they  were  obliged,  amongst  each 
other,  to  give  credit — it  could  not  be 
avoided.  This  system  of  granting  exten- 
sive credit,  was  said  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary in  this  great  commercial  country ; 
— for  his  own  part^e  thought  differently 
—and  he  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  in  society.  They  had  often 
heard  of  the  unfair  debtor  ruining  the  ho- 
nest creditor— but  he  could  not  avoid 
looking  at  the  creditor,  in  many  instances, 
as  tempting  and  enticing  the  thoughtless 
and  giddy  to  become  indebted  to  him.— 
The  prevalence  of  giving  credit  among 
the  trading  class  struck  him  as  the  soorc;e 
of  msrny  mischiefs — but,  whether  it  was  so 
or  not,  the  question  for  them  to  decide 
was,  whether  they  should  alter  the  law  of 
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real  property  in  this  country— whether 
those  laws,  ander  which  they  had  lit ed  so 
long,  ander  which  property  had  been  en- 
joyed for  ages,  had  produced  such  crying 
evils,  as  rendered  their  abrogation  neces- 
sary ? — He  was  of  opinion  that  they  had 
not ;  and,  therefore,  he  should  vot^  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  said  a  few  words  against 
the  Bill|  as  one  likely  to  augment  the  fa^ 
cilities  of  obtaining  credit;  and  to  ex- 
cite, in  tradesmen,  an  increased  avidity  to 
grant  it,  when  they  knew  that  real  pro- 
perty was  rendered  liable  for  debts. 

Sir  5.  Ramilfy  said,  that  much  of  what 
he  intended  to  have  urged  in  behalf  of  the 
measure,  was  anticipated  by  the  gentle- 
men who  preceded  him.  If  those  who 
opposed  the  present  measure  were  right 
in  their  opposition,  they  ought  to  moVe 
for  the  repeal  of  that  Act  by  which  the 
estates  of  traders  were  made  subject  to  the 
bankrupt  laws,  because  the  same  argu- 
ments applied  in  the  one  case  with  equal 
propriety  as  in  the  other.  A  learned 
friend  of  his  had  said,' that  lord  Kenyon 
and  the  earl  of  Rosslyn  were  both  of  opi- 
nion, that  BO  alteration  should  be  made  in 
the  present  system-^and  that,  from  his 
respect  for  those  great  men,  he  would  op- 
pose the  passing  of  the  intended  Bill.  In 
this  instance,  he  thought  his  learned 
friend's  respect  for  great  names  was  car- 
ried to  a  very  unusual  extent  indeed.  But 
it  so  happened,  that  the  opinion  of  lord 
Rosslyn  was  directly  the  other  way.  His 
lordship,  in  the  case  of  Perry,  4th  Vesey, 
jon.  said  to  the  counsel — **  I  wish  I  could 
adopt  your  principle — if  I  could  go  so  dr, 
I  would  go  farther.  It  would  be  desirable 
that  the  estate  should  be  liable  to  the  pay- 
ment of  all  simple  contract  debts.''— Mr. 
Justice  Blackstone  spoke  on  the  subject  in 
a  most  decided  wi^ ;  and  he  was  not  a 
fnan  likely  to  remeve  any  of  the  land- 
marks of  the  constitution.  Speaking  of 
the  powers  ol  a  court  of  equity,  he  thus 
expressed  himself--'*  Hard  is  the  common 
law ;  still  declaring,  that  land  devised  or 
descending  to  the  heir,  shall  not  be  liable 
to  the  simple  contract  debts  of  the  ances- 
tor or  devisor ;  although  the  money  was 
laid  out  in  purchasing  the  ver^  land ;  and 
that  the  father  shall  never  immediately 
succeed  as  heir  to  the  real  estate  of  the 
son.  But  a  court  of  equity  can  give  no 
relief;  though  in  both  these  instances, 
the  artificial  reason  of  the  law,  arising 
from  feodal  principles,  has  long  ago  en- 
Ihrely  ceased.''    Mrd  Macclesfield  also 


held  similar  sentiments.  In  construing 
the  terms  of  a  devise,  he  favoured  tha 
payment  of  simple  contract  debts-— ob- 
serving, that  the  court  of  Chancery  ought 
not  to  bb  accessary  to  making  a  man  a 
knave  against  his  will.  Sir  Samuel  then 
proceeded  to  point  out  the  reason  why 
the  moiety  of  the  rents,  and  not  the  whole, 
were  at  present  received  by  the  creditor. 
Under  the  feudal  system,  a  tenant  was 
prevented  from  changing,  without  the 
consent  of  his  lord.  But,  by  Magna 
Charta,  for  the  first  time,  a  man  was  al- 
lowed to  alienate  a  part  of  his  estate, 
leaving  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  do  ser- 
vice to  his  lord ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  a 
moiety  was  considered  enough.  The  law 
bad  it  not  in  contemplation  to  preserve 
landed  property  entire;  and,  indeed,  it 
did  no  such  thing— -for,  by  the  present 
system,  if  t^o  creditors  sued  out  judff- 
ment,  on  two  bonds,  each  of  them  might 
take  a  moiety  of  the  estate.— To  trace  the 
origin  of  such  laws,  required  a  man  to  be 
an  antiquary— altbouffh  he  had  no  doubt, 
many  gentlemen  admired  them  very 
highly  who  were  quite  ignorant  of  their 
origin.  Sir  Samuel  then  showed  by  his-^ 
torical  detail,  that  the  cause  which  pro- 
duced this  lav^  had  ceased  to  exist  for 
many  centuries,  and  that  that  cause  was 
not  by  any  means  what  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  contended  it  to  be.  The 
facility  of  credit  he  thought  a  most  falla- 
cious argument;  as  if  the  creditor  would 
be  less  influenced  by  the  power  of  imme- 
diate arrest,  and  consequent  judgment, 
than  by  the  hope  of  coming  upon  the 
estate  after  the  death  of  a  person  of  youth 
and  good  health.  He  very  much  leared 
that  some  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friends 
had  deceived  themselves  upon  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  said,  that  in  another  place  he 
sometimes  deceiv.ed  himself  by  the  ar- 
gument to  which  he  was  obliged  to  resort. 
He  should  state  a  case  to  the  House,  of  a 
gentleman  who«had  borrowed  a  sum  of 
money  which  enabled  him  to  purchase 
real  property  to  the  amount  of  13,000/. 
per  annum.  This  gentleman  died  without 
having  paid  one  shilling  of  the  loan  which 
had  enabled  him  to  make  the  purchase ; 
but,  fortunately,  the  Act  so  frequenfly 
alluded  to  during  the  debate  was  in  force 
at  the  time.  A  bankrupt,  secreting  his- 
property,  was  treated  as  a  murderer; 
whilst  other  persons,  whose  act  was  mo- 
rally the  same,  were  encircled  with  re- 
spect and  splendour.  The  bankrupt,  was 
led  to  the  place  of  execution  |.. whilst  the 
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penon>  whose  ton-jgwrntui  of  bif  debt  hftd 
caused  tb«  haakfoprs  ruin,  sat,  p«rhap% 
wiinessfag  from  his  ^i^iddow,  without  re- 
morscor  pity,  this  appallingscene  of  baman 
sofibring  and  shame*  He  was  surprised  to 
hear  those  tradesmen  and  artificers, "  to 
whose  wealth  and  industry  (said  sir  S. 
Bomiliy)  many  of  us  owe  our  stations  in 
the  House  and  in  the  country/'  repre- 
sented by  some  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friends  as  no  better  than  swindlers. 

A  division  took  place  on  the  question, 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair. — 
Ayes  61  ;  Noes  S7.— The  Bill  then  went 
through  a  committee,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  on  Monday. 

V  Copt  RIGHT  OP  Books.]  S\rE.Bfydg€$ 
moved,  that  a  notice  of  his,  on  the  subject 
of  the  copy  right  of  books,  should  be  die*- 
ehsrged  ;  as  be  saw  an  hon.  gentleman  in 
his  ptace,  with  ^om  the  subject  had 
ovigmated,  and  in  whose  hands  it  would 
therefore  better  continue.     Ordered. 

Mr.  i>.  €lidify  {th€  member  alluded  to) 
then  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday,  he 
should  moYe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
regulate  the  copy- right  of  books,  pursuani 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  last  session. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  Mf^  2. 
Civil  LiaEBTv.]  £arl  Sumkopt^  rose, 
j^m^uant  to  notice,  to  call  the  atteation  of 
the  House  to  this  subject;  and  he  expressed 
bis  pertoMion;  that  what  he  had  to  state 
with  regard  to  the  violation  of  civil  liberty 
and  oolnmon  bomaaity,  under  the  law  as 
it  aft  present  existed,  particularly  in  conse- 
q«ence  of  the  arrest  upon  mesne  process, 
was  such  as  must  excite  the  astonishment, 
and  interest  the  feelings  of  every  one  who 
heard  him.  Before  he  proceeded  to  this 
staiensent,  he  thought  it  proper  to  advert 
to  the  Act  of  last  sessions  for  the  relief  o^ 
t>aupers  confined  in  the  King^s-bench,  the 
i'leet,  and  the  Marshalsea.  According  to 
this  Act,  a  magistrate  was  authorised  to 
order  tn  imprisoned  pauper  an  allowance 
of  M.  per  diem ;  which  allowance  their 
lordships  would  readily  feel  to  be  misera- 
bly soffAty,  especially  where  a  prisoner 
fboold  have  a  wife  and  family  to  support. 
•  But  iiefore  even  such  an  allowance  was 
granted)  a  prisoner  must  swear  that  he  is 
ne4  %vorth  tea  pounds  vol  the  world.  Still, 
stfier  that  oatb>  the  priseiier  was  condemned 
to  retaatn  ia  a  situation  of  wretchedness, 
and  starving,  «nkss,  as  it  appeared  from  a  j 
t  » 


£oW  Suaikix^eM  BUli 


[em 


Petition  which  he  held  in  bis  band  re- 
specting the  Fleet  prison,  the  prisoner 
consented  to  pay  illegal  fees  to  the  gaoler 
or  his  agent.  Thus  was  this  petitioner 
treated,  left  without  the  means  of  even 
keeping  body  and  soul  together,  with  a 
view  to  extort  illegal  fees.  Was  it  then, 
he  would  ask  their  lordships,  to  be  endured, 
in  this  boasted  country  of  liberty,  justice, 
and  humanity,  that  while  felons --that 
while  the  most  atrocious  criminals  were  by 
law  allowed  bedding,  clothing,  fuel,  and 
food,  unfortunate  debtors  should  be  re- 
fused common  sustenance  ?  Was  it  pos- 
sible that  the  House  and  the  country  eonld 
acquiesce  in  the  longer  continuance  of 
such  gross  injustice  and  cruelty  ?-— For 
himself,  he  had  no  diSculty  in  stating  his 
fuU  belief,  that  cases  of  greater  oppression, 
than  had  occurred  under  the  system  of 
imprisonment  for  detH  in  England*  bad 
never  been  witnessed  in  any  nation  on 
earth.  .  The  humanity  of  that  House  and 
the  country  bad  revolted^  and  at  length 
succeeded  in  abolishing  the  African  Slave 
Trade,  and  that  abolition  was  a  glorious 
act.  But  this  system  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  aptly  called,  and  justly  to  be 
considered,  the  English  Slave  Trade«  for 
the  abolition  of  which  humanity  and  wis* 
dem  loudly  called.  Yes,  the  wisest  and 
the  most  humane  had  long  and  unanswer- 
ably enlbrced  the  propriety  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  that  system,  which  had  no  prece- 
dent or  paridleJ  in  any  civilised  country 
upon  earth.  The  opinion  and  argument 
of  Df,  Johnson  upon  this  subject  must  be 
familiar  to  the  recollectton  of  their  lord* 
ships ;  and  io  addition  to  various  other 
high  authoritiee,  a  distinguished  writer  had 
justly  characterijted  this  system  as  '<  a  mi- 
serable mistakcA  iftveatioB  of  artificial 
science ;  operating  to  change  a  civil  into 
a  criminal  judgment;  and  to  scourge  mis-* 
fortune,  or  indiscretion,  with  a  punishment 
which  the  law  does  not  visit  on  the  greatest 
crime." 

The  noble  lord  then  briefly  described 
the  Petition  to  which  he  had  referred  at 
the  outset,  and  which  be  moved  to  have 
read.     It  was  accordingly  read  as  follows : 

*'  To  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of 
the  United  Kinf;dom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
The  Petition  ot  William  Wright; 

«'  Sheweth  ;  That  your  lordships'  peti- 
tioaer  was  arrested,  on  Abe  I6th  of  June 
last,  on  mesne  prooese,  for  the  enm  nf  only 
14^  iai.»  andiM  subse^ently  sanxndered 
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to  the  Fleet  prison,  to  save  his  bail  from 
being  charged  with  the  debt. 

''That  near  half  of  the  said  debt,  for 
which  your  petitioner  was  arrested,  bad 
been  owing  under  a  statute  of  bankruptcy 
near  two  years  before,  and  was  ^ronse- 
quently  in  no  way  recoverable  by  law,  as 
petitioner  had  obtained  bis  certi6cate; 
but,  from  a  principle  of  integrity,  he  was 
induced  to  include  it  in  the  said  sum  of 
14/.  128. 

"  That  your  petitioner,  soon  after  being 
committed  to  prison,  was  obliged,  for  sub- 
sistence, to  sell  his  shop  fixtures  for  5/., 
which  shortly  before  cost  upwards  of  50/. ; 
his  household  furniture  having  been  pre- 
Tiously  seited  for  rent.  ' 

*'  That  soon  afterwards  petitioner,  toge- 
ther with  his  wife  and  child,  two  years 
old,  was  actually  starving ;  being  at  times 
for  whole  days  without  a  morsel  of  food  ; 
and  having  disposed  of  all  their  wearing 
apparel,  without  a  change  left,  or  even  a 
bed  to  lie  on,  was  obliged  to  apply  for  the 
allowance  of  3«.  6(/.  a  week,  under  an  Act 
passed  in  the  55rd  of  the  King,  c.  115, 
intituled, '  An  Act  for  providing  relief  for 
poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  King's- 
bench.  Fleet,  and  Marsbalsea  prisons,' 
which  passed  on  the  10th  of  Jifly,  1813; 
and  on  the  4tfa  of  August  last,  your  peti- 
tioner made  affidavit  before  a  commissioner 
for  obtaining  said  allowance,  as  directed 
by  the  Act 

"That  your  petitioner,  immediately  on 
making  said  affidavit,  lodged  it  with  Mr. 
Woodroiiie,  clerk  of  the  said  Fleet  prison ; 
bat  yet  petitioner  could  not  obtain  the 
relief  the  law  allowed  ;  as  illegal  fees,  not 
authorised  by  the  act  of  parliament,  were 
demanded  of  him ;  at  first  6#.  8(/.  were 
demanded,  and  afterwards  4#.  Qd. ;  but  it 
was  not  in  your  petitioner's  power  to  com* 
ply  with  either. 

"  That  in  consequence  of  your  peti- 
ttonetfs  not  being  able  to  pay  either  of 
said  demands,  his  affidavit  was  not  laid 
before  the  magistrate  for  nearly  six  weeks 
— namely,  until  the  15th  of  September 
following;  during  which  time  petitioner 
and  his  family  were  in  the  most  deplorable 
state  of  misery^  and  would;  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  fallen  victims  to  absolute  starv. 
ation,  had  it  not  been  for  your  petitioner's 
having' got  a  little  credit  from  some  of  his 
fellow*  prisoners,  on  the  ground  t>f  his  ex- 
pectancy of  said  allowance. 

-"That  dne  of  jrour  petitioner's  fellow- 

Erisonershad  made  acomplaiot  to  amem- 
er  of  your  lordships'  House  on  the  sub- 

(voL.xxvn.) 


ject  of  the  fees,  which  had  been  illegally 
extorted  frbm  a  great  number  of  the  pri- 
soners ;  and  the  said  peer  transmitted  the 
said  complaint  to  the  principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  home  department,  who 
properly  transmitted  the  same  to  the. said 
Fleet  prison  ;  upon  which  the  said  illegal 
fees  were  refunded. 

"  That  your  petitioner  applied  to  Mr. 
Woodrofie  for  his  affidavit  m  order  to  send 
the  lame  to  a  magistrate ;  but  it  was  re* 
fused  him ;  so  that  the  officers  of  the  prison 
neither  sent  said  affidavit  to  the  magistrate 
till  as  above  stated,  nor  did  they  enable 
petitioner,  by  potting  the  affidavit  into  his 
hands,  to  send  it  to  a  magistrate  himself. 

"  That,  after  your  petitioner  had  regu* 
larly  received  the  said  allowance,  the  same 
was  suddenly  stopped  for  six  weeks,  pre- 
vious to  his  discbarge  under  the  general 
Insolvent  Act ;  though  he  still  continued 
in  the  extreme  of  poverty  and  distress,  and 
was  not  supersedable,  nor  entitled  by  law 
to  be  discharged  under  any  Insolvent  Act. 

"  That  in  consequence  of  your  petitioner 
haying  been  so  reduced  from  absolute  want 
and  confinement,  he  was  on  the  point  of 
death,  and  would,  as  he  verily  believes, 
and  has  been  informed  by  a  medical  gen- 
tleman who  attended  him,  have,  perished 
during  his  confinement,  had  not  the  k^per 
of  the  prison,  Mr.  Nixon,  permitted  him 
to  walk  out  into  the  roles ;  and  that  nei- 
ther he  nor  his  wife  have  ever  since  reco* 
vered  their  former  health. 

"  That  during  his  said  miserable  confine- 
ment, petitioner  has  witnessed  several  in- 
stances of  persons  who  were  nearly  perish- 
ing from  want ;  and  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  a  brother  prisoner  of  the  name  of 
Teal,  who  lived  for  three  whole  days  on 
six  potatoes;  and  also  that  he  knew  seve- 
ral deaths  in  consequence  of  the  effects  of 
imprisonment,  some  in  the  prison,  and 
some  'soon  after  the  individuals  departed 
from  it. 

"  Wherefore  your  pe^tioner  roost  ear- 
nestly beseeches  your  lordships  to  take 
such  measures,  as  your  wisdom  shall  deem 
advisable,  to  prevent  such  illegal  oppres* 
sions  as  your  petitioner  has  experienced  ; 
as  well  as  to  abolish  by  law  the  abomii^a- 
ble  practice  of  imprisonment  for  debt  on 
mesne  process ;  the  dreadful  consequencee 
of  which  may  not  be  fully  known  to  your 
lordships'  House,  but  are  too  woefully  ex* 
periencedr  not  oialy  by  the  ruined  debtor> 
but  generally  by  the  creditor- himself.— 
And  petitioner  will  Pfay> 

"  William  WaMfBt,** 

(2R) 
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Tbi«  Petition  being  oriJered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  the  noble  lord  thooght  proper  to 
advert  to  the  Petittoni  which  he  had  pre- 
sented  to  their  lord«hip9  on  a  former  day. 
One  of  theie  petitioners,  Mr.  Baldwyn* 
•  bad,  it  appeared,  been  eleven  months  in 
prison;  altboagh,  at  the  close  of  that 
period,  the  court  decided  that  be  owed 
nothing.  Yet,  after  that  decision*  Mr. 
Baldwyn  was  detained  a  fortnight  before 
he  eoiiid  obtain  hit  liberation.  In  another 
case,  Mr.  Manie  was-  in  custody  for  two 
months ;  althoagh,  upon  reference  to  Mr.^ 
Justice  Le  Blanc,  that  judge  declared  that 
the  affidavit  upon  which  the  prisoner  had 
been  arrested  waa  defective.  But  many 
similar  cases  of  in^stice  and  oppression 
could  be  adduced,   notwithstanding  the 

Srescriptions  of  Magna  Charta  and  the 
ill  of  Rights.  The  exactions  practised 
in  the  prisons  were,  he  understood,  most 
•everely  oppressive  upon  unfortunate 
fleblors;  and  in  order  to  pot  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  necessary  information 
upon  this  subject,  he  should  more  for  a 
return  of  tlie  ms  demanded  or  paid  in  the 
several  prisons,  since  the  10th  of  July, 
1811;  stating  the  grounds  upon  which 
such  fees  were  claimed;  and  also  for 
copies  of  tables  of  lees,  if  any»  posted  up 
in  the  difibrent  prisons.  By  the  Act  of 
the  312nd  of  Geo.  2,  c.  28,  s.  5,  it  was  di* 
rected,  that  the  chief  judges  of  the  courts 
of  King's-bench,  the  Comnon^pleas,  and 
the  Exchequer,  together  with  three  ma- 
gistrates of  Surrey  and  Middlesex,  should 
atrange  a  table  of  the  fees  to  be  paid  at 
the  several  prisons  of  the  King^s* bench, 
Ibe  Fleet«  and  the  Marshalsea ;  and  that 
similar  tables  should  be  setilied  at  the  se^ 
veral  quarter  sessions,  for  the  different 
county  prisons.  It  was  also  prescribed  by 
the  same  Act,  that  sucb  table  of  fees  should 
be  bung  or  posted  up  in  the  several  prisons^ 
an  at  to  become  fully  known  to  the  prison 
ners  ;  and  that  no  gaoler  should,  directly 
or  indirectly,  demand  or  accept  any  fees 
but  socfa  90  were  specificatly  allowod  by 
such  tables.  Through  his  motion  be  proi* 
posed  to  ascertain,  whether  the  direction 
of  this  statute  was  complied  with  at  the 
Fieety  and  also  at  the  several  other  prisons. 
Here  the  noble  lord  referred  to  the  legal 
nnd  g^.ner«l  information  which  he  bad  ob* 
iained  upon  this  important  subject ;  espe-* 
ciaily  to  tliat  contained  in  a  letter  with 
wbich  he  hod  been  imvoured  by  one  of  the 
most  able  lawyers  in  the  country,  respect* 
ing  arrests  upon  mesne  process ;  and  alsQ 
^>  tbu  report  of  the  committee  of  which 
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that  excellent  man  the  present  chief  go** 
vernor  of  India  was  president.  Every  one* 
indeed,  who  admired  the  genuine  princi« 
pies  of  our  constitution,  must  view  with 
regret  and  surprise  the  various  infiractions 
of  it  which  characterized  thip  system  of 
arrest — a  system  which  in  fact  gave  birth 
to  numerous  glaring  abuses,  which  were 
not  only  not  authorised  by  law,  but  in 
most  cases  in  direct  violation  of  its 
spirit  and  character.  Was  it,  for  in- 
stance, consistent  with  the  constitution 
of  this  country,  that  upon  the  mere  aa- 
soveration  of  an  individual,  any  British 
sul^jeet  should  be  condemned  to  imprison- 
ment without  a  trial — without  the  verdict 
of  a  jury  f  It  was  obviously  the  interest, 
as  well  as  the  duty,  of  every  man  in  the 
country  to  consider  this  question  ;  for  it 
established  a  precedent  incompatible  with 
the  character  and  dangerous  to  the  eX" 
istence  of  civil  liberty.  It  was  notorious, 
that  any  man  arrested  upon  mesne  pro^ 
cess  must,  if  he  could  not  find  bail,  submit 
to  imprisonment,  and  thus  a  creditor  was 
enabled  to  gratify  his  revenge— thus  a 
man  was,  contrary  to  the  first  principles  of 
jostice,  made  a  judge  in  his  own  case.  He 
was  aware,  that  in  actions  of  trover  the 
ilmount  of  bail  is  at  the  discretion  of  a 
judge ;  and  the  rule  upon  this  cose  srose 
out  of  an  extraordinary  event  which  oc* 
curred  about  five  years  ago«  A  swindler, 
who  came  to  this  country,  personated  the 
heir  of  an  opulent  family  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  ^hos  obtained  credit.  Bot 
having  committed  forgery  he  was  arrest* 
ed ;  and  in  order  to  embarrass  his  proae* 
cutor,  be  (the  swindler)  had  him  arrestt4 
in  trover  for  20,0004.  which  he  swore  to 
be  the  value  of  a  deed  withheld  from  him 
by  the  prosecutor.  The  whole*  however* 
turned  out  to  be  a  lrid(>  and  tbo  swindlsr 
was  executed  for  the  forgery.  But  from 
this  case  their  lordsbip*  might  form  an 
opinion  of  the  latitude  which  the  law  of 
arrest  upon  mesne  process  in  this  country 
afforded  to  vindictive  and  unprincipie^ 
individoals  to  oppress  the  innocent.  lo 
actions,  in  particulai,  for  ussanb  und  bftt^ 
tery,  or  slaadsr,  the  operation  of  resent^* 
ment  and  rancour  was  naturally  to  be 
calculated  upon,  and  this  law  allowed  but 
too  large  a  scope  €or  the  gratification  of 
these  feelings.  From  the  report  c^lreadr 
referred  to,  it  appeared,  that  a  plaintiff 
was  not ,  bound  to  deliver  his  dedam* 
tion  until  the  end  of  the  next  term 
alter  the  writ  is  returnable ;  sn  that  seveii 
montbi  might  eiupsu  before  thn  phnatiff 
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used  appHm  the  defeudaot  of  Um  groiHid 
•f  actioB>  and  he  might  delay  the  trial  of 
tkktii  aotioQ  for  five  months  afterwarda. 
Tlma  an  indiTtdvaJ  might  be  imprisoned 
foe  twelve  months  opon  the  mere  oath  of 
a  plaintift*  witbont  any  trial  or  verdict, 
and  if  upon  trial  the  verdict  should  be 
in  favoar  of  the  defendam,  be  could 
have  no  rccompence  from  the  plaintrff 
b«t  his  laaced  costs.  In  fact,  the  de- 
feodant  ki  such  a  case  had  no  remedy 
whatever^  pnless  he  coald  prove  that  the 
platntiff,  in  arresting  him,  was  actuated  by 
nMtlice»  wbtch  in  mMt  cases  wowld  be  ira- 
peascble.  Bat  if  a  plaintiff  should  leave 
tbe  ooanbry,  if  he  should  emigrate  to  Ame* 
rica  or  elsewhere,  and  before  his  departure 
determine  to  wreak  his  venaeanee  opon 
any  man  or  number  of  men,  he  might  by 
fciaeath  deprive  such  atan  or  men  of  liberty, 
««^ndf  if  friendless,  and  nnable  to  obtain 
bail,  oandenro  bim  or  them  to  several 
montbsVimprisona»ent,witho«t  any  refiige 
tr  means  of  remedy  whatever.  Such  were 
the  oaees  which  might  occur-^snch  the 
inyattioe  and  oppression  to  which  people 
were  exposed  in  this  country,  which 
boasted  the  boaoor  of  Magna  Oharta ;  and 
tn  this  cooAtry,  too,  people  were  liable  to 
be  so  iaiprisoned  without  clothing  or  bed* 
dkftg,  or  even  medical  assistance,  except  tn 
same  few  prisons ;  while  felons  committed 
for  crimes  marked  by  the  most  cool  and 
deliberate  rancour,  while  the  most  atro*- 
cious  offenders  are  supplied  with  all  these 
accommodations;  thus  confounding  the 
dtatinction  which  ought  ever  to  prevail 
between  misfortune  and  crime,  between 
the  caaoally  of  distress  and  the  turpitude 
effcuilt. 

The  report  before  alleded  to,  the  noble 
ievd  observed,  had  recommencied,  and  very 
properiy  recommended,  ^hait  where  the 
defendant  confessed  a  debt,  farther  ex- 
{wnoe  should  be  prevented;  and  wiiat 
could  be  at  once  more  absurd  and  unjust, 
Ihan  that  proceedings  should  go  on  atler 
aach  confession ;  that  the  expence  of  trial 
ahaeld  be  incurred  where  there  was  no- 
thing to  uy ;  yet  any  rascally  attorney, 
by  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  was  at  liberty,, 
nner  a  defendant  was  committed  to  prison 
fer  15/.,  to  load  him  wiih  the  expence  of 
trial,  ifitc.  with  cosu,  in  fact,exoeediDg  far 
the  original  anioent  of  the  debt.  Were 
-such  proceedings,  he  wotfid  ask,  recon- 
enable  in  any  degree  with  humanity  and 
consistency  ?  Soch  proceedings  were, 
indeed,  incompatible  with  the  interests  of 
bolb  flaintiA  aad  4«fenda|ita  ;    and  tbiB 


wta  evident  from  the  depolition  of  Mr. 
Nixon  before  the  committee  he  had  re- 
ferred to«     For  Mr.  Nixon  deposed,  that 
"  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  were 
often  to  be  found  in  the  same  prison,  the 
one  for  the  debt,  and  the  other  Ibr  the 
costs'^-ii^some  rascally  attorney  being  the 
main  cause  of  the  oppression  of  both,  afWr 
possessing  himself  of  whatever  property 
they  possessed.    Thus  too*  often  did  these 
base  lawyers  exemplify  the  feble  of  La 
Fontaine  respecting  the  oyster,  where  the 
larwyer  is  described  as  opening  the  oyster, 
swallowing  the  fish,  and  jp;iving,  the  shells 
to  the  plaintiff  and  defendant.    In  the 
same  Report,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Se-i 
ciety  for  the  Relief  of  Persons  confined 
for  Small  Debts,  deposed,  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  out  of  520  prisoners  Confined 
for  debt,  458  never  paid  either  debt  or 
costs;  so  that  this  abominable   system, 
instead  of  serving,  really  injured  those  fof 
w4iese  advantage  it  was  professedly  main« 
tained ;  the  creditor  ultimately  becoming 
a  debtor  through  the  deficiency  of  the  lavr 
and  the  knavery  of  the  lawyers.    But  he 
bad  not  yet  finished  the  detail  of  a  debtor's 
tftisfortune.    In  fec^,  exaction  and  oppress 
sion  were  his  fete  from  the  moment  of 
his  arrevt.     At    the   iock-iip*hoase,    to 
which  he  was  first  led,  he  could  not  snb« 
sist  for  less  than  eight  or  ten  shillings  a-dsy  ; 
and  to  this  expowditure  a  poor  debtor  was 
compelled  to  submit,  independent  of  aU 
legal  costs.     Was  it  then  too  much  to  vaU 
such  a  system  the  English  Slave  Tisade  f 
Was  not  such  a  description  fully  justifiable  f 
He  hoped  the  noble  and  learned  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Kiug'sbench  would  mate 
what  he  coald  in  justification  of  the  altor» 
nies;  for  he  was  sure  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  on  the  woolsack  would  not  «ay  on^ 
word  in  their  favour.     He  also  quoted  that 
part  of  the  Report  which  states  two  cases 
of  poor  persons,  who,  fer  bread  and  cheese 
and  butter,  to  the  amount  of  a  few  shil- 
lings, had  been  proceeded  against ;  and  by 
runnins  op  the  costs  above  10/.  bad  been 
arrested,  and  bad  suffered  long  and  severe 
imprisonment.   •  The  mode  of  drawing  de- 
claraiiens,  he  considered  as  an  inventioii  tb 
make  money  for  lawyers.   "My  lords,'' 
said  earl  Stanhope,  "  1  recollect  a  declara« 
tion  about  a  tsilor's  bill ;  the  charge  was 
lOO/.  and  how  is  the  declaration  framed  ? 
Why,  my  lor^,  thei?e  wer*»  eight  cownts, 
each  ^f   them   stating  a  separaie    lOOf. 
though  the  man  owed  only  100/.     T^ 
first  count  is  for  work  and  labour,  as  a 
tattor  ;  tbe  aeoood  connt  is  for  the  worth 
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of  certain  other  work  and  laboor;  the 
third  count  is  for  goodt  sold  jtnd  delivered ; 
the  fourth  count  is  for  what  certam  goods 
told  and  delivered  were  worth  ^  the  fifth 
count  is  for  money  lent  and  advanced 
(why  there  was  no  monev  Advanced);  the 
sixth  count  is  fur  money  Iiad  and  received ; 
the  seventh  count  is  for  money  paid,  laid  out, 
and  expended,  by  plaintiff^  for  defendant's 
inierest,  (why  my  lords,  in  this  case,  there 
was  no  such  thing,  it  is  all  false) ;  and  the 
eighth  count  is  fur  the  balance  upon  an 
account  stated.  Now,  my  lords,  there 
was  no  balance  due  ;  nor  was  there  any 
account  between  the  parties.  The  whole 
of  this  declaration  is  idle  and  unneces- 
sary, excepting  ihe  first  count.  The  same 
mode  is  pursued  in  indictments  upon  penal 
mctions.  I  recollect  a  limb  of  the  law 
going  from  London  into  the  country,  and 
he  shewed  wonderful  ability  for  getting 
money  into  his  pocket.  I  did  not  know 
much  then  of  indictments,  declarations,  or 
counis^  but  I  know  enough  of  them  now-— 
and  I  could  sometimes  give  information 
to  lawyer^  on  the  subject.  My  lords, 
down  in  Kent  there  is .  a  little  country 
village,  called  Chevening,  and  in  that  vil- 
lage there  is  a  little  cottage  which  belongs 
to  myself;  and  a  circumstance  happened 
ih^re  about  30  years  ago,  which  led  me 
%rs%  to  know  something  about  counts. 
There  was  one  of  those  strolling  characters 
that  go  about  the  country,  who  came  to 
this  cottage  ;  and  putting  his  head  within 
the  door,  staring  round  the  place,  and  not 
perceiving  any  body,  he  thought  proper 
lo  lav  hold  of  a  pair  of  leather  breeches 
which  were  hanging  up,  and  walked  away 
with  them.-^(A  laugh.) — ^This  circum- 
stance was  soon  known;  and  it  made  a 
great  noise,  as  it  was  likely  to  do  in  a 
country  village,  and  at  length  it  at- 
tracted the  notice  of  this  man  of  abi- 
lity in  the  law,  who  was  there  at  the 
time,  and  who  seemed  determined  to 
jconvinpe  these  villagers  of  his  great 
sagacity :  perhaps,  he  had  a  further  ob- 
ject, that  of  getting  some  money  from  me 
upon  the  occasion.  Presently,  my  lords, 
be  set  about  drawing  a  declaration,  with 
which  he  waited  upon  me  to  shew  how 
ivell  he  could  do  it.  Havin|^  stated  the 
circumstances,  he  gave  me  this  declaration 
to  read  ;  and  1  accordingly  began  to  read 
with  this  same  lawyer  standing  at  my 
elbow:  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  I  ac- 
-<|uired  a  knowledge  of  this  wonderful 
science  of  declaration  making;.  There 
IVjCrji  pp  1^88  (^ap  iy^e^yp  cosu^ts  ip  this 
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declaration  about  taking  away  the  leather 
breeches.  There  was  no  force — no  vi  etf 
armis  in  the  business;  for  there  was  no- 
body belonging  to  the  cottage  at  home 
when  tl)e  breeches  were  taken  away ;  I 
was  therefore  somewhat  surprized  to  find 
it  charged  that  the  defendant  had  witb 
guns,  pikes,  halberts,  pistols,  and  a  variety 
of  other  deadly  weapons,  broken  t>pen  this 
cottage  and  taken  awav  the  leather 
breeches.  Tlii^  was  the  first  count.  On 
looking  at  the  second,  I  found,  that  the 
defendant,  not  content  with  small  arn^, 
bad  attacked  this  cottage  with  cannons, 
cannon-balls,  bombs,  howitzers,  and  other 
similar  arms,  and  taken  away  the  leather 
breeches.  In  the  third  count,  100  horses, 
and  100  horsemen  upon  these  100  ^orses^ 
had  been  brought  into  this  village  to 
storm  the  unfortunate  cottage,  and  carry 
away  the  leather  breeches:  in  short,  out 
of  the  12  counts,  11  were  pore  fictions, 
there  being  only  one  that  bore  the  least  re- 
semblance tothe  truth.  I  naturally  asked 
the  lawyer,  what  was  the  meaning'  of 
these  guns,  pikes,  pistols,  &c.  The  law* 
yer,  smiling  at  my  ignorance,  answered, 
*'  Oh,  1  see  your  lordship  don't  understand 
these  matters;  that  is  what  we  lawyers 
call  a  nullity.''  What  do  you  mean  by 
these  cannons,  bombs,  &c.  ?  That  is  like- 
wise what  we  lawyers  call  a  nullity. 
What  do  you  mean  by  this  troop  of  horse 
coming  to  carry  away  the  leather 
breeches  ?  That  is  what  we  lawyers  call  a 
nullity.  In  short,  my  lords,  all  were  nuU 
lities  except  one ;  the  stroller  having 
quietly  stolen  away  the  breeches.  But 
ibe  system  of  fiction  was  most  compre- 
hensive in  the  practice  of  the  lawyers. 
Their  lordships  must  be  surprised  to  learn, 
that  the  arrest  upon  mesne  process  arose 
entirely  out  of  fiction  ;  for  the  court  froni 
which  the  writ  issued  charged  the  defen- 
dant with  being  guilty  of  contempt  in  not 
appearing ;  and  then  upon  the  defendant 
denying  the  contempt,  he  is  imprisoned 
for  the  denial ;  that  is,  he  is  punished  for 
denying  a  falsehood.  But  the  system  of 
fiction  was  extended  still  farther.  Origi- 
nally, all  civil  actions  were  tried  in  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  in  order  to  have  a  sbarex^f 
the  good  things  belonging  to  such  actions, 
contrived, to  bring  them  under  its  cognis- 
ance, by  the  fiction  of  charging  the  dei> 
fendant  with  a  breach  of  the  peace,  air 
though  the  peace  had  not  at  all  been  vior 
lated;  and  the  court  of  Exchequer,  14 
order  j^lso  to  participate  i»f  the  spoil^  c0J^ 
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triT^d  to  extend  its  juriidiction  to  cifiI 
actions,  by  the  fiction  of  charging  the  de- 
fendant with  being  a  debtor  to  the  king ; 
atsuoiing  that  by  the  debt  the  creditor 
was  rendered  unable  to  pay  a  debt  to  the 
king»  although  no  such  debt  existed.  But 
thus  the  fiction  was  extended,  to  extend 
the  scandalous  profit  of  lawyers,  and  with 
it  the  oppression  of  the  people.  Fiction, 
however,  did  not  stop  here ;  by  an  ancient 
statute^  it  was  prescribed,  that  two  boose- 
keepers  should  become  pledged  to  prose- 
cute a  civil  action,  with  a  view  to  give 
tome  security  to  the  defendants.  But  how 
did  the  lawyers  contrive  to  evade  this 
provision  ?— >Why,  .by  introducing  the 
two  fictitious  names  of  John  Doe  and 
Richard  Roe.  The  whole  system,  how- 
ever, relative  to  civil  actions  was  defec- 
tive-^was  fraudulent,  affording  a  scope 
for  the  plundering  practice  of  lawyers. 
The  practice  and  conduct  of  many,  indeed, 
were  such  as  to  render  them  objects  of 
just  and  general  apprehension ;  as  strik- 
ingly appeared  in  the  instancy  of  the  late 
alderman  sir  Brook  Wauon,  who  lost  his 
leg  while  swimming  in  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can ports  many  years  ago.  The  alder- 
man was  violently  exclaiming  one  day 
against  lawyers;  a  person,  who  heard 
him,  asked  the  late  alderman  Wilkes  the 
reason ;  when  the  latter  said,  *'  Don't  you 
know  that  he  has  lost  one  of  his  legs  al- 
ready by  a  tharkV*  He  trusted  their 
lordships  would  bear  feelingly  in  mind, 
what  he  regarded  with  pleasure  and  ad- 
miration, the  excellent  observation  of 
Alexander,  the  present  emperor  of  Russia, 
when  he  was  told  that  strong  institutions 
were  necessary,  he  said,  **  strong  but 
liberal  institutions,  conformable  to  the 
knowledge  and  improvement  of  the  times»" 
iSuch  was  what  he  (lordS.)  wanted,  and 
which  ha  thought  should  be  the  ruling 
principle  in  actual  legislation ;  and  as  to 
the  grand  consideration  of  reform,  be 
trusted  thev  would  all  remember  what 
was  admirably  said  by  a  noble  member 
of  that  House  (the  eart  of  Moira),  then 
absent ;  the  saying  was  replete  with  wis- 
dom and  sagacity—*'  Better,  my  lords, 
that  reform  should  begin  at  the  head,  than 
that  it  should  begin  at  the  tail  V*  He 
trusted  their  lordships  would  commence 
the  work  of  reform  in  this  the  most  im- 
proved nation  df  Europe.  Their  lordships 
|iad  seen  the  consequence  of  a  reform  be- 
ginning with  the  tail.  They  had  seen 
4|iat  it  at  first  led  to  anarchy,  and  then  to 
^lilitary  ^tsputism;   and  he  hoped  that 


they  would  learn  a  useful  lesson  from  thai 
impressive  example.  In  that  hope,  he 
should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  for  ever  the  present  unjust  and  ' 
oppressive  system  of  arrest  upon  mesne 
process.  Here  the  noble  lord  read  the 
Bill  he  proposed  to  bring  forward;  the 
main  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  the 
actual  committal  bf  any  defendant  until 
judgment  be  had— until  by  the  verdict  of  a 
jury  the  existence  of  a  debt  is  pronounced 
—the  noble  lord  disclaiming  any  inten- 
tion to  shield  fraudulent  debtors,  or  to  in- 
terfere with  the  rights  of  bond  fide  cre- 
ditors. 

The  Bill  was  then  presented,  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

His  lordship  then  presented  another  Bill 
relative  to  the  same  subject.  3y  an  Act  of 
the  51st  of  his  present  Majesty,  provision 
was  made  against  arrestments  for  del)ts 
which  did  not  amount  to  i5L  independent 
of  costs.  He  had  consulted  three  lawyers 
on  this  Act.  One  said,  it  was  so  obscure 
that  he  could  give  no  opinion  as  to  what 
it  meant.  Another  said,  that  the  Act  ex- 
tended generally  to  all  debts ;  and  a  third 
thought  it  was  confined  to  arrestments  for 
debts  on  mesne  process,  and  such  was  his 
(lord  Stanhope's)  opinion.  But  as  there 
was  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  other  debts,  his  Bill  had  for  its 
object  to  remedy  this  defect.  Many  of 
the  persons  exposed  to  these  evils  were 
among  the  most  respectable  in  society, 
reduced  to  distress  by  mere  misfortune. 
Many  of  them  were  clergymen  ;  ^nd  he 
called  on  the  bench  of  bishops  to  assist 
their  brethren.  Many  of  them  were  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy ;  and  he  called 
upon  such  of  their  lordships  as  were  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy  to  assist  their 
brethren.  And  lasily,  he  called  upon  their 
lordships,  generally,  to  attend  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  in  this  essential  particular.  He 
proposed  to  enact,  that  no  person  should 
be  imprisoned  for  any  sum,  under  {51,-^ 
and  that  costs  accruing  in  any  legal  pro- 
ceedings should  not  be  included  in  such 
sum. 

This  Bill  wis  also  read  a  first  time  ; 
and  before  moving  that  it  should  be  print- 
ed, his  lordship  made  some  further  ob* 
servations  upon  the  subject,  and  suggested 
that  it  would  be  expedient  for  the  House 
to  have  three  assessors;  one  conversant 
with  the  practice  in  Chancery;  one  a 
good  common  lawyer,  and  acquainted 
with  all  the  technicalities  of  the  common  - 
law ;  and  the  other  well  acquainted  with 
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Ibe  law  merchaDl.  These  gentkben 
flHght  b«  employed  during  ihe  recen  in 
rtduetng  into  a  system  the  various  enact- 
inenta  oa  the  ttatate^book,  on  any  given 
•obiect.  The  bankrupt  laws,  for  instance^ 
night  be  thus  compressed  into  a  practica- 
bk  system  ;  and  the  confuskm  in  the  sta* 
tiit»*book  might  be  in  time  wholly  reme* 
dic4.  It  ought  also  lo  be  doae  with  re«> 
tpect  to  ipany  others*  He  would  rather 
|>ay  BdOL  a  year  himself  than  that  it 
ffbooM  net  be  done ;  and  others,  wbo  were 
richer,  would  be  ashamed  at  not  coming 
forward*  But  it  was  not  the  basiness  of 
individuals;  it  was  that  of  the  public. 
He  bad  on  a  former  occasion  suted,  that 
a  certain  sort  of  credit  was  mischievous. 
To  persons  in  fixed  sitoetions  it  might  be 
beoeictal  to  give  credit  sometioies ;  but 
with  respect  to  birds  of  passage,  this  was 
fiol  the  caie;  and  in  truth,  they  only 
|;ot  credit  6*001  the  ctrcumstance,  that  a 
irader  knew  that  if  they  did  not  pay,  he 
tould  lay  them  by  the  heels.  These  Bills 
woeld>  %heref»re,  check  the  practice  of 
swindling.  There  was  a  fellow  now  going 
libottt,  stating  that  he  was  bis  (lord  Stan*- 
hope's)  nephew,  vrhereas  he  had  no  ne* 
phew.  "  I"  said  the  noble  earl,  ^  never 
had  a  brother  but  one,  and  he  died  with*- 
out  issue  ;  and  I  never  had  a  sister;  and 
therefore,  could  have  no  nephew.  1  sup* 
pose  some  fine  females  may  next  go  about 
mnd  say  they  are  my  nieces;  but  I  hope 
the  milliners  and  man^ua-makers  will  not 
trust  them*''  In  concluding  his  observa- 
tions, the  noble  earl  said,  "  If  these  Bills 
pass,  I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  swin- 
dlers and  rogues  will  meet  in  one  of  the 
larger  squares,  and  hang  up  the  effigy  of 
your  humble  servant." 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  printed. 

CowTiNBNTAL  TREATIES.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  by  command  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  presented  copies 
of  the  Treaty  between  his  Britannic. Ma- 
jesty and  the  emperor  of  Austria,  con- 
cluded at  Chaumont,  on  the  3d  of  March 
last.  Also,  copies  of  the  Treaties  entered 
int«  with  Russia  and  Prussia  at  the  same 
place.  And  likewise,  a  copy  of  the  Con- 
vention agreed  upon  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  French  government,  at  Paris; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  interchanged  between 
his  lordship  and  earl  Grey,  across  the 
table,  in  an  under  tone  of  voice. 

The  latter  moved  for  the  production  of 
an  account  ^  all  sums  advanced  by  his 
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Majesty's  government  lo  his  Swedish  ma^ 
jesty;  in  compliance  with  the  articles  of 
the  IVeaty  of  Concert  and  Subsidy.  con«i 
doded  at  Stockholm  on  the  Id  March, 
1 8 1 S.  Also,  for  an  account  of  the  nam- 
her  of  troops  employed  by  his  Swedish 
majesty,  as  his  contingent  under  the  said 
treaty.  And  thirdly,  for  lite  statement  of 
the  date,  when  the  island  of  Guadalogpe 
was  surrendered  by  his  Majesty  to  Swe^ 
den,  and  the  date  when  it  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  his  Swedish  majesty^  Tbt 
nable  earl  also  moved  for  a  copy  of  all 
orders  issued  from  the  board  of  AdmiraUy, 
respecting  the  blockade  of  tbe  poits  of 
Norway. 

These  documents  were  respectively  or* 
dered  to  be  htid  before  tbe  House. 

Earl  drey  said,  it  would  be  proper  that 
a  day  shoold  be  fixed  for  tbe  general  dts-^ 
cussiott  of  the  subject  to  which  these  do- 
ments  referred.  With  the  leave  of  the 
House,  he  would  propose  Tuesday  the  10th 
inst.,  and  for  which  day  he  moved  that 
the  Lords  be  swnmoned  ;  wKicb  was  or- 
dered accordingly. 


HOTJSB  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  2, 

Cambridge  Canal.]  On  the  ^uestion^ 
that  tbe  Report  of  the  Commiuee  be  re^ 
ceived, 

Mr.  BMotd  rose  and  observed,  that,  «c^ 
cording  to  the  standing  order  of  the 
House,  new  notices  aught  to  have  been 
given  to  those  individuals  who  had  signi** 
fied  their  ooneent  to  tbe  cutting  of  this 
canal.  The  present  was  a  Btii  to  amend  a 
former  Bill  passed  in  the  last  sessiou  ;  bat 
the  amendroenu  were  of  a  description  that 
wholly  altered  the  original  Act.  It  to- 
tally chan^d  and  varted  the  line  of  4he 
canal ;  and  it  became  a  question  for  oon«* 
sideration,  whether  those  who  had  as- 
sented to  the  first  plan,  were  bound  to 
consent  to  the  second ;  he  should  there- 
fore move,  that  the  Report  be  received 
this  day  six  months* 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Western 
and  Mr.  Harvey, 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  quastion 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  bon.  meivi- 
ber  was  one  important  to  the  safety  of 
their  own  proceeding^  and  bhe interests  of 
private  property  ;  and  he  therefore  wish- 
ed the  attention  of  the  Hovse  to  be  parti^ 
colarly  given  to  itb  Here  was  a  Bill, 
founded  upon  one  that  had  passed  last 
session,  but  essentially  changiiig  its  objeot 
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and  characteri  and  which  aisomed  as  a 
principUy  that  the  partiea  interested  in 
the  first  were  formally  bwind  to  conteat 
to  the  present,  though  avowedly  produce 
ing  an  opposite  resolt  from  that  to  which 
they  had  origioaUy  auented.  He  could 
not  better  illustrate  bia  own  conception  of 
the  caae,  than  by  supposing  a  canal  to  be 
cut,  one  end  of  which  should  terminate  at 
a  coal-pit,  and  the  other  at  a  chalk-pit : 
the  persons  interested  in  this  undertaking 
consent  to  it;  but  if,  afterwards,  it  were 
resolved  to  stop  short,  and  to  carry  the 
canal  neither  to  the  coal-pit  nor  the  chalk- 
pit, but  only  through  an  intermediate 
space,  it  could  hardly  be  assumed,  that 
the  parties  who  had  in  the  first  instance 
agreed  to  the  plan  were  also  consenting 
to  the  alteration,  when  it  accomplished 
neither  of  the  purposes  they  might  be 
supposed  to  have  in  view.  Something 
analogous  to  this  he  conceived  the  present 
question  to  be ;  and  it  was  for  the  House 
to  consider  how  they  would  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  the  House  was  not  cor- 
rectly in  possession  of  the  object  of  the 
amended  fiill.  Its  object  was,  to  proceed 
immediately  with  part  of  the  work ;  but  it 
by  no  means  implied  that  the  whole  line 
of  canal  would  not  be  subsequently  cut. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Brsuid,  Mr. 
S.  Leferre  and  general  Manners, 

The  leaker  suggested,  that  the  better 
vray  would  be  to  let  the  Bill  proceed 
through  its  present  stage,  and  postpone 
the  third  reading  for  eight  or  ten  days  ; 
to  give  the  parties  time  to  petition  upon 
Iho  question  of  the  standing  order.  This 
proposition  was  acceded  to  by  Mr.  Brand. 

Ramsgatb  Harbour  Bill.]  Sir  W. 
Ourtis  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

Sir  C.  M(mck  wished  the  hon.  biirontt 
had  explained  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  duties  to  be  paid  by  vessels,  accord- 
ing to  this  Bill ;  and  how  far  they  w«re 
diierent  fi'om  those  already  levied  by 
lormer  Acts. 

Sir  W,  Curtis  observed,  in  reply,  that 
there  was  no  port  from  Portsmouth  to 
liondon  wher€  ships  could  enter,  except 
lUnugate ;  it  was  but  fair,  there^re,  that 
they  should  pay  towards  defraying  the 
expences  incident  to  keeping  the  harbour 
in  a  saft  and  good  atate. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  second 
reading ;  and  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  ma- 
jarily  qf  14;  there  being  16  for,  and  3a 
againat 


Trbatiks  with  the  Allies.]  The 
Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  presented'  a^ 
the  bar  copies  of  the  Treaties  signed  on 
the  1st  of  March  last»  between  this  coun- 
try and  Austria,  Ruasia,  and  Prussia ;  and 
also  a  copy  of  the  Convention  for  the  Ces- 
sation of  Hostilities  between  England  and 
France,  signed  at  Paris  on  the  23d  of 
April.  Having  moved  that  they  should 
lie  upon  the  table  ;  he  observed,  that  no- 
thing more  would  be  necessary  at  present, 
than  to  observe,  that  the  coosideratioo  of 
the  Convention,  and  of  the  Subsidiary 
Treaties,  would  take  place  in  a  CoiniQiittea 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  iVhUbrtad  enquired  whether  tht 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  col  league* 
had  come  to  a  determination  not  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  those  papers  relative  to 
the  nf  gociation  at  Chatilloa,  which  wera 
prepared  for  it,  but  which,  in  consequenca 
of  the  subsequent  extraotdinary  events  in 
Europe,  they  had  deemed  it  proper  to 
withhold.  He  did  not  see  how  it  would 
be  possible  to  consider  the  Treaties  now 
laid  before  them,  without  the  comaiunic%« 
tion  of  those  antecedent  documents. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^ter  wd,  he 
Was  not  aware,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  government  to  submit  those  papers  to 
the  House ;  but,  at  a  future  period,  when 
the  subsidies  themselves  were  under  their 
consideration,  it  would  be  competent  for 
any  member  to  move  for  their  production* 

Mr.  ffhithread.'^Tben  it  is  determined 
upon,  that  they  shall  be  refused  ? 

The  ChaTicellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  signify  that 
they  would  be  refiised. 

Mr.  Whithread  wished  to  ask  another 
question,  whether  any  advances  of  money 
bad  been  made  to  any  or  all  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  subeequeut  to,  and  in  consequence 
of,  the  Treaties  that  were  signed?  He  did 
not  mean  to  imply,  that  any  advances  so 
made  would  have  been  improper;  but  be 
wished  to  know  the  fact. 

The  Chancellor  qfibe  Exchequer  aoawar- 
ed,  that  to  some  of  the  Allied  Powers  ad- 
vances had  been  given  out  of  the  provi- 
sion which  had  fa^en  made  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  last  session,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  assisting  the  Allies. 

Mr.  WMibread,  Have  any  advances  been 
made  subsequent  to  the  sigtiing  of  the 
treaties  at  Cbaumont  ?  * 

The  ChancsUor  of  the  Erchequen-^Swtte 
advances  have  been  made  subsequent  to 
the  signing  of  the  treaties  at  Chaumont, 
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The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  Austria  : 

A  Treaty  of  Union,  Concert,  and 
Subsidy,  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  his  Imperial  and 
Koyal  Apostolic  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  AusTlRiA.  Signed  at 
Chaumont,  the  Ist  of  March  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Un- 
divided Trinity. — His  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apos« 
tolic  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
King  of  Hangary  and  Bohemia,  his  Ma^ 
jesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  having 
transmitted  to  the  Freqph  government 
proposals  for  concluding  a  general  peace, 
and  being  desirous,  should  France  refuse 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  to  draw 
closer  the  ties  which  unite  them  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  undertaken 
for  the  salutary  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  miseries  of  Europe,  of  securing  its  fu- 
ture re  pose,  by  re-establishing  a  just  balance 
of  power,  and  being  at  the  same  time  de- 
sirous, should  the  Almighty  bless  their 
pacific  intentions,  to  fix  the  means  6f 
maintaining,  against  every  attempt,  the 
order  of  things  which  shall  havie  been  the 
happy  consequence  of  their  efforts,  have 
agreed  to  sanction,  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
signed  separately  by  each  of  the  four 
powers  with  the  three  others,  this  twofold 
®ogttgc>nent. 

In  consequence,  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  has  named  to  discuss,  aettle, 
and  sign  the  conditions  of  the  present 
Treaty,  with  his  Imperial  and  Royal  Apos- 
tolic Majesty,  the  right  honourable  Robert 
Stewart,  Viscount  Castlereagb,  one  of  his 
said  Majesty's  most  Honourable  Privy 
Council,  Member  of  Parliament,  Colonel 
of  the  Londonderry  Regiment  of  Militia, 
and  bis  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty  having 
named,  on  his  part,  the  Sieur-  Clement 
Wenceslaus  Lothaire  Prince  Metternich 
Winneburgh  Ochsenhausen,  Knight  of  the 
Crolden  Fleece,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Stephen,  Knight  of  the  Russian 
Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  of  St.  Alexander 
Newsky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of  the  First  Class, 
Knight  of  the  Prussian  Orders  of  the  Black 
and  Red  Eagles,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Joseph  of  Wurtzburgh,  Knight  of 
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the  Order  of  "St  Hubert  of  Bavaria,  of  tire 
Golden  Eagle  of  Wurtemburgh,  and  of  se- 
veral others,  his  Chamberlain,  Privy 
Councillor,  Minister  of  State,  of  Coiik 
ferences,  and  of  Foreign  Affairs. — ^Thesaid 
Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged 
their  full  powers,  found  to  be  in  due  and 
proper  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing Articles : 

Am.  I.  The  High  Contracting  Powers 
above-named  solemnly  engage  by  the 
present  Treaty,  and  in  the  event  of  France 
refusing  to  accede  to  the  conditions  of 
peace  now  proposed,  to  apply  all  the 
means  of  their  respective  states  to  the  vi- 
gorous prosecution  of  the  war  agaii^st  that 
power,  and  to  employ  them  in  perfect 
concert,  in  order  to  obtain  for  themselves 
and  for  Europe  a  general  peace,  under 
the  protection  of  which  the  rights  and  li- 
berties of  all  nations  may  be  established 
and  secured. 

This  engagement  shall  in  no  respect 
a£fect  the  stipulations  which  the  several 
powers  have  already  contracted  relative  to 
the  number  of  troops  to  be  kept  against 
the  enemy ;  and  it  is  understood,  that  the 
courts  of  England,  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  engage  by  the  present  Treaty  to 
keep  in  the  field,  each  of  them,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  effective  men, 
exclusive  of  garrisons,  to  be  employed  in 
active  service  against  the  common  enemy. 

Art.  II.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
reciprocally  engage  not.  to  negociate  se« 
parately  with  the  common  enemy,  nor  to 
sign  peace,  truce,  nor  convention,  but  with 
common  consent.  They  moreover  en- 
gage not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the 
object  of  the  war,  mutually  understood 
and  agreed  upon,  shall  have  been  at- 
tained. 

Art.  III.  In  order  to  contribute  in  the 
most  prompt  and  decisive  manner  to  fulfil 
this  great  object,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
engages  to  furnish  a  subsidy  of  five  mil- 
lions sterling  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1314,  to  be  divided  in  equal  proportions 
amongst  the  three  powers :  and  his  said 
Majesty  promises  moreover  to  arrange, 
before  the  1st  of  January'  in  each  year, 
with  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties, 
the  further  succours  to  be  furnished  during 
the  subsequent  year,  if  (which  God  for- 
bid !)  the  war  should  so  long  continue. 
The  subsidy  above  stipulated^  of  five  mil- 
lions sterling,  shall  be  paid  in  London,  by 
monthljr  instalments,  and  ip  equal  pro- 
portions, to  the  ministers  of  the  respective 
powers   duly  authorised   to  receive    the 
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same.  In  case  peace  should  be  signed  be- 
tween the  Allied  Powers  and  France  before 
tbe  expiration  of  ibe  year,  the  subsidy, 
calcolated  upon  tbe  scale  of  five  millions 
sterling,  shall  be  paid  op  to  the  end  of  the 
month  in  which  the  deAnitive  treaty  shall 
have  been  signed ;  and  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty  promises,  in  addition,  to  pay  to 
Austria  and  to  Prussia  two  months,  and 
to  Russia  four  months,  orer  and  above  the 
stipulated  subsidy,  to  cover  the  expences 
of  the  return  of  their  troops  within  their 
own  frontiers. 

Art.  IV.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
will  be  entitled  respectively  to  accredit  to 
the  generals  commanding  their  armies, 
officers,  who  will  be  allowed  to  correspond 
with  their  governments,  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  them  of  the  military  events,  and 
of  every  thing  which  relates  to  the  ope* 
rations  of  tbe  armies.  . 

Art.  V.  The  High  Contracting  Powers 
reserving  to  themselves  to  concert  together, 
on  tbe  conclusion  of  a  peace  with  France,  as 
to  tbe  means  best  adapted  to  guarantee  to 
Europe  and  to  themselves  reciprocally  the 
continuance  of  the  peace,  have  also  deter- 
mined to  enter,  without  delay,  into  defen« 
sive  engagements  for  the  protection  of 
their  respective  states  in  Europe  against 
every  attempt  which  France  mig^h^  make 
to  infringe  tbe  order  of  things  resulting 
fvom  such  pacification. 

Art.  VI.  To  effect  this  they  agree,  that 
in  tbe  event  of  one  of  the  HigK  Contract- 
ing Parties  being  threatened  with  an  at* 
tack  on  the  part  of  France,  the  others  shall 
employ  their  most  strenuous  efforts  to  pre* 
vent  it,  bv  friendly  interposition. 

Art.  Vil.  In  the  case  of  these  endea- 
vours proving  ineffectual,  the  High  Con- 
tracting Parties  promise  to  come  to  tbe 
immediate  assistance  of  the  power  at- 
tacked, each  with  a  body  of  sixty  thousand 
men. 

Art.  VIII.  Such  auxiliary  corps  shall 
respectively  consist  of  fifty  thousand  in- 
£uitry  and  ten  thousand  cavalry,  with  a 
train  of  artillery,  and  ammunition  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  number  of  troops:  the 
auxiliary  corps  shall  be  ready  to  take  the 
field  in  tbe  moat  elective  manner,  for  the 
safety  of  the  power  attacked  or  threatened, 
wtthm  two  months  at  latest  after  tbe  re- 
quisition shall  have  been  made. 

Art.  IX.  As  the  situation  of  the  seat  of 
war,  or  other  circumstances,  might  render 
it  difficult  for  Great  Britain  to  furnish 
tbe  stipulated  succours  in  EngKsh  troops 
within  the  term  prescribed,  and  to  main* 
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tain  the  same  on  a  war  establishment,  his 
BriUnnic  Majesty  reserves  the  right  of 
furnishing  his  contingent  to  the  requiring 
power  in  foreign  troops  in  his  pay,  or  to 
pay  annually  to  that  power  a  sum  of 
money,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds 
sterling  per  each  man  for  infantry,  and  of 
thirty  pounds  sterling  for  cavalry,  until 
the  stipulated  succour  shall  be  complete. 

The  mode  of  furnishinfi;  this  succour 
by  Great  Britain  shall  be  sAtled  amicably, 
in  each  particular  case,  between  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  and  the  power  threatened, 
or  attacked,  as  soon  as  the  requisition 
shall  be  made  ;  the  same  principle  shall, 
be  adopted  with  regard  to  the  forces 
which  his  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to. 
furnish  by  the  first  article  of  the  present* 
Treaty. 

Art.  X.  The  auxiliary  army  shall  be 
under  the  orders  of  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  requiring  power; 
it  shall  be  commanded  by  its  own  general, 
and  employed  in  all  military  operationa 
according  to  the  rules  of  war.  Tbe  pay 
of  the  auxiliary  army  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  requiring  power ;  the  rations  and 
portions  of  provisions  and  forage^  &c.  as 
well  ^  quarters,  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
requiring  power  as  soon  as  the  auxiliary 
army  shall  have  passed  its  own  frontier  ; 
and  that  upon  the  same  footing  as  the 
said  power  maintains,  or  shall  maintain, : 
iu  own  troops  in  the  field  or  in  quarters^ 

Art.  XT.  The  discipline  and  administra- 
tion of  the  troops  shall  solely  depehd  upon 
their  own  commander;  they  shall  not  be 
separated.  The  trophies  and  booty  taken 
from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  troops 
who  take  them. 

Art.  XII.  Whenever  the  amount  of  tbe 
stipulated  succours  shall  be  found  inade* 
quate  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  th^ 
High  Contracting  Parties  reserve  to  them- 
selves to  make,  without  loss  of  time,  an 
ulterior  arrangement  as  to  the  additional ' 
succours  whicli  it  may.  be  deemed  nec^- 
sary  to  furnish* 

Art.  XUI.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
mutually  promise,  that  in  case  they  shall 
be  reciprocally  engaged  in  hostilities,  in 
consequence  of  furnishing  the  stipulated 
succours,  tbe  party  requiring  and  the 
parties  called  upon,  and  acting  as  auxiliaries 
in  the  war,  shall  not  make  peace  but  by 
common  consent. 

Art.  XIV.  The  engageroepls  contracted 
by  the  present  Treaty,  shall  not  prejudice 
those  which  the  High  Contracting.  Parties 
may  have  entered  into  with  other  powers* 
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nor  pTevent  tbcm  from  forming  ntw  en- 
gagements, with  other  states,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  the  same  salutary  result. 

An.  XV.  In  order  to  render  more  ef- 
fectual the  defensive  engagements  above 
stipulated,  by  uniting  for  their  common 
defence  the  powers  the  most  exposed  to  a 
French  invasion,  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  engage  to  invite  those  powers  to 
accede  to  the  present  Treaty  of  defensive 
alliance. 

'  Art.  XVI.  The  present  Treaty  of  de- 
fensive  alliance  having  for  its  object  to 
maintain  the  equilibrium  of  Europe^,  to  se- 
cure the  repose  and  independence  of  its 
atates,  and  to  prevent  the  invasions  which 
during  so  many  years  have  desolated  the 
world,  the  High  dontracting  Parties  have 
agreed  to  e;ctend  the  duration  of  it  to 
twenty  years,  to  take  date  from  the  day 
of  its  signature ;  and  they  reserve  to  them- 
selves, to  concert  upon  its  ulterior  pro- 
longation, three  years  before  its  expira- 
tion, should  circumstances  require  it. 

Art.  XVn.  The  present  Treaty  shall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratification  exchanged 
within  two  months  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof  the  respective  Ple- 
nipotentii^ries  have  signed  the  same,  and 
affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  their  arms. 

Bone   at  Chaumont    this  first  day  of 
March  in    the    year    of  our   Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Castlbreagh. 

Clement  Wenceslaus  Lothaire, 
Prince  of  Metternich. 

[The  Treaties  between  Great  Britain 
and  Russia  and  Prussia  are  couched 
in  exactly  the  same  terms  as  the  above. 
They  are  therefore  not  inserted.] 

Convention  for  a  Suspension  of  Hostili- 
ties with  FRANCE.-^Signed  at  PariSi 
the  23d  of  April  1814. 

In  the  Ndme  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Un- 
divided Trinity.— The  Allied  Powers, 
anxious  to  terminate  the  misfortunes  of 
Europe,  and  to  lay  the.  foundation  of  its 
repose  cTn  a  just  division  of  power  between 
the  states  of  which  it  is  composed ;  de- 
sirous of  afiPording  to  France,  (now  that  she 
is  reinstated  under  a  government  whose 
principles  offer  the  necessary  guarantees 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace),  proofs  of 
their  disposition  to  place  themselves  in  the 
relations  of  fVrendship  with  her ;  and  wish- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  France  ahoold 
enjoy  the  blessiogf  of  peace  as  much  as 
possible,  even  before  the^bole  of  their 
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arrangements  can  be  copapleted,  have  re* 
solved  to  proceed,  conjointly  with  his 
Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  Son  of  France^ 
Brother  of  the  King,  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Kingdom  of  France^  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  between  their  respective 
forces,  and  to  the  re-estarblishment  of  the 
relations  of  friendship  which  formerly 
subsisted  between  them. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
KingdoDi  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for 
himself  and  his  Allies  on  the  one  part,  and 
his  Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  brother  of 
the  Most  Christian  King,  Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral of  the  Kingdom  of  France,  on  the 
other  part,  have,  in  consequence,  named 
plenipotentiaries  to  agree  to  an  act,  which, 
without  prejudging  the  terms  of  Peace, 
contains  stipulations  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities,  and  which  shall  be  succeeded, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  by  a  Treaty  of  Peace; 
to  wit:^His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, the  right  hon.  Robert  Stewart  Vis* 
count  CasUereagh,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  Colonel  of  the  Londonderry 
regiment  of  Militia,  and  his  priocipal  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  ASairs ;  and 
his  Royal  Highness  Monsieur,  Brother  of 
the  King,  Lieotenant-General  of  the  king- 
dom of  France,  Le  Sieur  Charles  Maurice 
de  Talleyrand  Perigord,  Prince  of  Bene- 
vento,  Grand  Eagle  of  the  Legion  of  Ho- 
nour, Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Stephen,  of  the  Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  St, 
Alexander  Newsky,  and  of  St.  Anne  of 
Russia,  of  the  Orders  of  the  Black  £ag1e 
and  the  Red  Eagle  of  Prussia,  Senator  suid 
President  of  the  Provisional  Government ; 
who,  after  the  exchange  of  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following  Ar- 
ticles : 

Article  I.  All  hostilities  by  land  and  sea 
are,  and  shall  remain,  suspended  between 
the  Allied  Powers  and  France,  that  is  to 
say :— -for  the  land  forces,  as  soon  as  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  French  armies 
and  fortified  places  shall  have  signified  to 
the  allied  troops  opposed  to  them,  that 
they  have  recognized  the  authority  of  the 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  kingaom  of 
France ;  and  in  like  manner  upon  the  sea, 
as  far  as  regards  maritime  places  and  sta- 
tions, as  soon  as  the  shipping  and  ports  of 
the  kingdom  of  France,  or  those  occnpied 
by  If  rench  forces  shall  have  manifiested  the 
same  submission. 

Article  IL  For  the  purpose  of  efiectiog 
the  re-csUblisbmeni  of  lbs  relations  of 
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friendship  between  the  Allied  Bowert  and 
France,  and  to  afford  to  the  latter  before* 
hand,  as  moch  as  possible,  the  enjovmenc 
of  the  blessings  of  peace,  the  Allied  Powers 
will  cause  their  armies  to  eTaeoate  the 
French  territory,  as  it  existed  on  the  1st 
of  January  1792,  upon  condition  that  the 
places  still  in  the  possession  of  the  French 
armies  beyond  those  limits,  shall  be  evar 
cnated  and  deli? ered  tip  to  the  Allies. 

Art.  III.  The  Lieutenant-General  of 
the  kingdom  of  France  will  accordingly 
instruct  the  commandanU  of  those  places 
to  deliy.er  them  up  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz.  The  places  situated  upon  the 
Bhine,  not  comprehended  within  the 
limits  of  France  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1792,  and  those'  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  said  limits,  in  the  space  of  ten  days, 
to  be  calculated  from  the  day  of  the  signa- 
ture of  the  present  act;  the  places  in 
Piedmont  and  in  other  parts  of  Italy  which 
belonged  to  France,  in  fifteen  days ;  those 
in  Spain  in  twenty  days ;  and  all  other 
places  occupied  by* French  troops,  without 
exception,  in  such  manner,  as  that  they 
shall  be  entirely  delivered  up  by  the  1st 
of  June  next.'  The  garrisons  of  such 
places  shall  depart  with  their  arms  and 
baggage,  and  with  the  private  property  of 
the  muitary,  and  of  the  civil  agents  of 
every  description.  They  shall  be  allowed 
to  take  with  them  field  artillery  in  the 
proportion  of  three  pieces  to  each  one 
thousand  men,  the  sick  and  wounded 
therein  comprised. 

The  property  of  the  fortresses,  and 
every  thing  which  is  not  private  property 
shall  remain  untouched^  and  shall  •  be 
given  over  in  full  to  the  Allies  without  any 
thing  being  removed*  In  the  property 
are  comprised  not  only  the  depots  of  ar* 
tillenr  and  ammunition,  but  also  all  other 
supplies  of  every  description,  as  well  as 
the  archives,  inventories,  plans,  maps, 
models,  &c* 

Immediately  after  the  signature  of  the 
present  Convention,  commissaries  on  the 
part  of  the  Allied  Powers  and  of  France 
shall  be  named  and  dispatched  to  the  for- 
tresses, in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  in 
which  they  are,  and  to  regulate  together 
the  execution  of  this  article. 

The  garrisons  shall  be  regulated  in  their 
return  to  France  according  to  the  maga- 
sints  upon  the  different  lines  which  shall 
be  agreed  upon.  The  blockades  of  forti- 
fied places  in  France  shall  be  raised  im^ 
mediately  by  the  allied  armies. 

The  French  irQops  making  a  part  of  the 


army  of  Italy,  or  occupying  the  fortified 
places  in  that  country  or  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, shall  be  recalled  immediately  by^ 
hjs  royal  highness  the  Lieutenant-General 
of  the  kingdom. 

Article  IV.  The  stipulations  of  the  pre- 
ceding article  shall  be  equally  applied  to 
maritime  fortresses,  the  Contracting  Power* 
reserving,  however,  to  themselves  to  regu- 
late in  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  the 
fate  of  the  arsenals,  vessels  of  war,  armed 
and  unarmed,  which  are  in  those  places.  ' 

Article  V.  The  fleets  and  ships  of  France 
shall  remain  in  their  respective  situations, 
vessels  only  charged  with  particular  mis- 
sions shall  be  allowed  to  sail,  but  the  im- 
mediate efiect  of  tbe  present  act  in  respect 
to  the  French  ports,  shall  be  tbe  raiding  of 
all  blockade  by  land  or  sea,  the  liberty  of 
fishing,  that  of  the  coasting  trade,  parti- 
cularly of  that  which  is  necessary  for 
supplying  Paris  with  provisions;  and  the 
re*establtshment  of  the  relations  of  c<Hn- 
merce  conformably  to  the  internal  regula- 
tions of  each  country  ;  and  the  immediate 
effect  in  respect  to  the  interior  shall  be 
the  free  provisioning  of  tbe  cities,  and  the 
free  passage  of  all  means  of  military  or 
commercial  transport. 

Article  VL  In  order  to  anticipate  every 
subject  of  complaint  an^  dispute  which 
may  arise  respecting  tbe  captures  which 
might  be  made  at  sea  after  the  signature 
of  the  present  Convention,  it  is  recipro«^ 
cally  agreed  that  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  in  the  Channel,  and  in  the 
North  Seas,  after  the  space  of  twelve  days, 
to  reckon  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifi- 
cations of.  the  present  act,  shall  be  re- 
stored on  both  sides,  that  the  term  shall 
be  one  month  within  the  Channel  and 
North  Seas  to  the  Canary  IslaAds  and  to 
the  Equator,  and  five  months  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  without  any  ex-* 
ception  or  other  particular  distinction  ol 
time,  or  of  place. 

Article  VII.  On  both  sides,  the  pri* 
soners,  officers  and  soldiers,  of  land  or  sea, 
or  of  any  other  description  whatever,  and 
particularly  hostages,  shall  be  immediately 
sent  back  to  their  respective  countries, 
without  ransom  and  without  exchange. 
Commissaries  shall  be  named  reciprocally 
in  order  to  carry  this  general  liberation 
into  effect. 

Article  VIII.  The  administration  of  the 
departments  or  cities  actually  occupied  by 
the  forces  of  the  co-belligerents  shall  be 
fi^ven  over  to  the  magistrates  named  by 
jnif  Boyal  Highness  the  Xieutenant-Ge- 
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neral  of  the  kingdom  of  France.  The 
Roy ar  Authorities  shall  provide  for  the 
subsistence  and  wants  of  the  troops  to  the 
mom^t  when  they  shall  evacuate  the 
French  territory » the  Allied  Powers  wish^ 
ing  as  an  act  of  friendship  towards  France, 
to  discontinue  the  military  requisitions,  as 
soon  as  the  restoration  of  the  legitimate 
aothority  shall  have  been  effected.  Every 
thing  which  relates  tp  the  execution  of 
this  article  shall  be  regulated  by  a  parti* 
cular  Convention. 

Article  IX.  A  mutual  understanding 
'shall  take  place  respecting  the  terms  of 
the  second  article,  as  to  the  routes  which 
the  troops  of  the  Allied  Powers  shall  fol* 
low  in  their  march,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  means  of  subsistance,  and  commissa- 
ries shall  be  named  to  regulate  all  matters 
of  detail,  and  to  accompany  the  troops  till 
the  moment  of  their  quitting  the  French 
territory. 

In;  testimony  of  which  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the  present 
Convention,  and  affixed  thereto  the  seals 
of  their  ariiis. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  23d  day  of  April  in 
tlie  year  of  our  Lord,  18 1^. 
Castlereacr, 
Lb  Prince  de  Benevsnto. 

Additional  Article. 

The  term  of  ten  days,  agreed  on  in 
virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Third 
Article  of  the  Convention  of  this  day  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  fortified  plades  upon 
the  Rhine,  and  between  that  river  and  the 
ancient  frontiers' of  France,  is  extended  to 
the  fortified  places  and  military  establish- 
ments  of  whatsoever  description  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  United  States. 

The  present  additional  article  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  validity,  as  if  it  were 
word  for  word  inserted  in  the  Convention 
of  this  day. 

In  testimony  of  which  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  it,  and  af- 
fixed thereto  the  seals  of  their  arms. 

.Done  in  Paris,  the  2Srd  dayof  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1 8  H. 
Castlereagh. 
Lb  Prince  de  Bbnevento. 

Norway.")  Mr.  C.  W.  tVym  rose  to 
move  for  some  papers  respecting  the  situa* 
tion  of  Norwayito  the  production  of  wliich 
he  understood  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion. The  hon.  gentleman  then  moved,  that 
there  should  be  laid  before  the  House, 
.   f^  An  account  of  nil  sums  of  money  paid 
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to  the  government  of  Sweden,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Treaty  entered  into  between 
that  country  and  this,  signed  March  S, 
1813.  —  An  account  of  the  number  of 
troops  employed  by  the  government  of 
Sweden  in  the  late  campaign,  in  confor- 
mity with  its  engagements  wkh  this  coun- 
try, so  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained 
from  official  documents ;«-The  date  of  the 
surrender  of  the  island  of  Guadeloupe  by- 
this  country,  and  of  the  occupation  thereof 
by  the  king  of  Sweden ;  and.  Copies  of  all 
orders  issued  from  the  Admiralty,  for  the 
blockade  of  the  coast  of  Norway.'' 

In  submitting  this  motion  to  the  House, 
he  wished  to  ask.  whether  any  negocia- 
tion  respecting  Norviay  was  now  going 
on ;  or  whether,  from  the  hostile  measure 
of  starving  them  into  a  compliance  with 
the  demands  of  Sweden,  which  had  been 
adopted,  there  was  no  room  left  for  nego- 
ciation  ? — In  the  union  which  was  pro- 
posed between '  Norway  and  Sweden,  it 
was  stated  that  it  should  take  place  with 
every  regard  to  the  happiness  of  the  people 
of  Norway ;  and  the  first  fruits  of  this  was 
the  system  of  starvation  to  which  he  bad 
alluded.  He  had  further  to  ask,  why  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  Denmark  had  not 
been  produced? 

Oa  the  question  being  put  from  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Homer  observed,  addressing  him- 
self to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Escbequer, 
that  he  had  a  few  evenings  since  asked, 
whether  his  Majesty's  government  had,  in 
the  general  order  for  the  release  of  pri- 
soners of  war  in  this  country,  made  any 
distinction  with  regard  to  the  Danish  pri- 
soners? The  right  hon.  gentleman  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  then,  said, 
he  did  not  know  of  any  such  distinction ; 
and,  indeed,  as  he  (Mr.  Homer)  under- 
stood we  were  in  relations  of  peace  with 
the  crown  of  Denmark,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  believe  that  such  a  distinction 
had  existed.  He  had  siAce,  however,  re- 
ceived an  assurance,  that  an  order  had 
been  issued  by  the  Transport  Boilurd  to 
detain  the  Danish  prisoners  of  war.  This 
was  a  subject  on  which  he  thought  the 
House  of  Commons -ought  not  to  be  left  in 
dou^l ;  he  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  ricbt 
honi  gentleman  would  now  answer*  whe- 
ther such  really  was  the  case  or  not? 
,  The  Chanceilor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  with  respect  to  the  motion  .of  the  hon. 
gentlem&n  (Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn),  he  war  not  • 
aware  of  any  objection  to  the  production 
of  the  information  he  required,  aa  &r  af  i( 
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coiHd  be  giren  from  official  docomenU. 
Aft  to  the  question,  whether  any  negocia- 
ttons  were  now  going  on  with  respect  to 
Norway,  be  had  no  difficulty  in  sftying 
that  such  negociations'  were  pending.— 
With  respect  to  the  non-production  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  Denmark,  he  begged 
to  observe,  that  before  it  could  with  pro- 
priety be  laid  before  the  House,  it  should 
be  regularly  exchanged  with  that  court. 
This  had  not  yet  been  done ;  but  as  soon 
as  it  had,  that  Treaty  would  be  added  to  the 
other  documents  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
He  hid-  only  to  add,  what  he  had  before 
stated,  that  he  knew  of  no  distinction  be- 
tween ^he  Danish  and  other  prisoners  of 
war ;  except  that  he  understood  a  gentle- 
man bad  arrived  upon  that  subject  from 
the  Danish  go? ernment ;  in  consequence 
of  whose  interference  some  little  delay 
had  tSiken  place:  but  he  knew  of  no  other 
cause  of  detention. 

Mr,  Wkkhread  said,  he  was  happy  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  that 
negociations  were  still  carrying  on  re- 
specting Norway.  He  was  happy,  not 
for  Norway  as  a  power,  but  for  Norway  as 
a  people.  The  case  of  Norway,  he  be- 
.  IJeTed,  was  not  much  understood  in  this 
country ;  it  was  one,  however,  worthy  of 
the  most  serious  and  solemn  consideration. 
Th^y  had  been  told,  that  the  ratifications 
of  the  Treaty  between  England  and  Den- 
mark had  not  yet  been  exchanged  ;  but 
they  had  not  been  told  why.  For  himself, 
he  found  it  difficult  to  imagine  a  reason, 
when  he. reflected  on  the  distance  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Not  only,  how- 
ever, were  the  ratifications  unexchanged, 
but  the  treaty  had  not  even  found  tu  way 
into  the  usual  channels  of  intelligence  in 
this  country— 4ie  meant  the  daily  journals. 
He  had  himself  been  utterly  ignorant  of 
its  stipulations,  till  very  lately,  that  a  copy 
of  it  pasted  into  his  hands;  and  upon 
examining  them,  he  found  the  second  ar- 
ticle provided  that  "  all  prisoners  of  war 
ahoold  be  given  up,  tn  mane,  immediately 
after  the  ratification.''  Here  then  was  the 
proper  explanation,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  might  have  given  in  reply  to 
the  question  that  had  been  put  respecting 
the  Danish  prisoners ;  but,  instead  of  this, 
they^were  told  that  a  person  had  arrived 
from  Denmark,  with  powers  to  concert 
the  re'turn  of  those  prisoners.  Were  they 
to  understand,  that  a  sort  of  Veto  had 
been  put  upon  the  exchange  of  them  by 
the  court  of  Denmark ;  or^  was  there  to  be 
»  distinction  made  between  Danish  and 
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Norwegian  prisoqers,  alid  was  the  com- 
missary come  over. to  separate  the  one 
from  the  other  ?  By  another  article  of  the 
Treaty  it  was  stipulated,  that  recourse  was 
not  to  be  had  to  foroe^  for  efifecting  the 
annexation  of  Norway  to  Sweden,  unless 
the  court  of  Denmark  should  not  join  the 
northern  alliance.  Really,  therefore, 
looking  at  the  present  situation  of  things^ , 
at  a  moment  when  we  are  applauding  the 
magnanimity  of  the  allied  powers  in  every 
other  transaction,  and  when  we  are  re- 
joicing in  the  eflfects  of  that  wise,  mode- 
rate and  liberal  policy,  which  they  have 
adopted,  it  is  melancholy  to  think  that  so 
bright  a  scene  should  be  clouded,  that  the 
lustre  of  such  achievements  should  be  tar- 
nished by  a  spot  like  this :  that  we  should 
be  engaged  to  starve  a  nation  into  submis- 
sion to  Sweden,  whom,  as  a  people,  they 
detest,  and  whom  they  are  resolved  to  re« 
sist  to  the  last  extremity.  If,  according 
to  the  Treaty  between  this  country  and 
Sweden,  we  are  bound  to  accomplish  the 
cession  of  Norway,  and  if  the  Norwegians 
must  be  transferred  like  sheep  from  one 
master  to  another ;  surely,  by  the  official 
and  solemn  surrender  made  by  the  Danish 
government,  that  end  had  been  accom- 
plished, and  they  had  now,  in  fact,  become 
the  subjects  of  Sweden?  The  question 
then  resolved  itself  into  this:  whether  the 
House  would  sanction  the  government  of 
this  country  in  aiding  Sweden  to  starve  a 
people  into  submission  to  her  power  and 
rule^  they  having,  in  fact,  been  transferred^ 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  Denmark 
to  make  the  transfer.  When  all  the  pa- 
pers that  would  be  moved  for  should  be 
laid  before  them,  it  would  be  seen,  whe- 
ther the  stipulations  entered  into  by 
Sweden  had  been  so  performed  by  her  as 
to  call  upon  England  for  what  she  was 
now  doing,  in  co-operating  to  produce  a 
measure  so  detestable.  He  should  be 
most  happy  to  learn,  that  the  negociations 
now  pending  had  rendered  it  unnecessary. 
When  the  Swedish  commissioners  entered 
Norway,  their  first  demand  was,  that  the 
arms,  ammunition,  and  fortresses  of  the 
Norwegians  should  be  surrendered*  This 
demand  was  instantly  resisted.  He  knew 
it  had  been  said,  that  this  resistance  was 
the  act  of  a  single  individual,  who  was. 
intriguing  to  secure  the  possession  of  Nor- 
way to  himself;  but  that  the  people  of 
Norway  were  universally  desirous  of  being 
incorporated  with  Sweden,  and  taken  under 
her  protection.  From  all  the  inquiry, 
however,  that  he  bad  made,  and  from  alii 
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the  informaHoii  produced  by  that  inqoiry, 
the  inhabitenU  of  Norway,  a  patieat, 
brave,  and  enterprising  people,  were  re- 
solved,, as  one  man,  to  sacrifice  their  lives 
in  the  straggle,  rather  than  sabmit*  This 
seatiment  pervaded  every  part  of  the 
coontry,  ii^  north  to  south,  and  the 
peasantry  had  already  armed,  and  were 
sofiering  the  most  dreadful  privations.  In 
fact,  the  voluntary  sacrifices  of  the  pea- 
sants at  this  time  were  astonishing,  and 
scarcely  credible— they  subsisted  upon 
dirt,  and  such  things  as  every  other  hu- 
man creature  would  revolt  at ;  and  were 
determined  that  Norway  should  become  a 
desart,  ere  they  would  submit  to  the  Swe- 
dish yoke.  And  under  whose  auspices 
was  all  this  carried  on  ?  Under  those  of  a 
great  captain,  who  bad  been  elected  to  the 
high  situation  which  he  occupied ;  and 
who,  having  thus  owed  his  elevation  to  the 
choice  of  a  people,  entered  into  a  compact 
with  other  nations  to  deliver  to  him  an- 
other people  who  had  no  choice  with  re- 
spect to  their  government.  He  hoped,  for 
the  sake  of  humanity,  for  the  sake  of  that 
great  person  who  had  achieved  )bo  much 
for  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  country,  for  the  honour  of 
government,  whose  steps  with  respect  to 
^reign  relations  he  had  from  a  certain  pe- 
riod been  most  happy  to  applaud,  that 
ministers  would  be  able  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  the  difficulties  in  which  they 
seemed  involved  on  the  subject ;  and  if  not, 
he  hoped  be  should  be  able  to  persuade  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  an  examination  and 
comparison  of  the  stipulations  of  the  dif- 
ferent treaties,  that  the  government  and 
the  coubtry  were  in  no  way  bound  to  be 
the  abettors  of  this  most  disgraceful  at- 
tempt. At  present,  he  would  not  further 
trouble  the  House.  He  should  be  very  glad 
to  hear  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,whv 
the  Danish  Treaty  bad  not  been  ratified, 
and  whether  amy  commissioner  had  been 
sent  from  Denmark  to  make  a  selection 
between  the  Danish  and  Norwegian  pri- 
soners, in  order  that  the  one  might  be  re« 
''tained  and  the  other  set  at  liberty.  Be- 
fere  he  sat  down  he  begged  to  recall  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  debate  on 
the  Swedish  Treaty  last  year;  in  the 
course  of  which  a  right  hon.  gentleman, 
whom  he  did  not  then  see  in  his  place, 
adced,  whether  the  terms  of  it  were  to  be 
interpreted  into  a  guarantee  of  the  posses- 
sion of  Norway  to  Sweden  ?  The  answer 
was.  No;  and  more  than  that,  a  noble 
lord,  in  a  remarkaUt  mode  of  expressioui 
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observed,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  put  the  question  ought  to  be  better 
disciplined  in  diplomatic  terms,  than  to 
suppose  that  the  Treaty  could  be  inter- 
preted into  such  a  guarantee.  The  fact 
was,  that  no  tie  ex'isted  by  which  the  coun- 
try was  bound,  or  which  called  upon  the 
House  to  sanction,  the  publication  in  the 
Gazette  of  Saturday  last. 

The  ChoMcelior  qftkc  Exchequer  observed, 
that  it  could  not  be  expected  he  should  be 
prepared  to  answer  all  the  questions  that 
had  been  put  to  him.  With  respect  to 
the  Treaty  with  Sweden,  it  was  one  which 
last  year  had  received  the  approbation  of 
parliament.  The  House  would  recollect, 
that  the  Treaty  between  Russia  and  Swe- 
den was  the  key -stone  of  that  glorious  con- 
federacy by  which  such  signal  benefits  to 
Europe  had  been  achieved.  For  our  part* 
we  had-  done  nothing  in  the  course  of  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  but  in  the  strict- 
est concert  with  our  allies,  and  which  we 
had  not  been  unanimously  called,  on  by 
them  to  do.  It  was  perfectly  true,  that 
we  had  not  engaged  to  guarantee  Norway 
to  Sweden,  after  the  cession  of  it  by  Den- 
mark ;  but  that  cession  had  not  taken 
place.  It  would  be  improper  for  him  to 
go  more  parttctflarly  into  this  subject  at 
present ;  but  he  desired  that  the  House 
would  suspend  their  judgment  upon  it^ 
until  the  whole  case  came  before  them* 
The  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  been 
greatly  mismformed.  It  was  by  no  means 
true,  that  fi'om  one  end  of  Norway  to  the 
other  there  existed  a  spirit  of  resistance 
to  the  Swedish  government.  It  was 
equally  unfounded,  that  no  liberal  oflTer 
had  been  made  to  Norway  on  her  annex- 
ation to  Sweden.  On  the  contrary,  a 
more  generous  offer  had  been  made  than 
in  any  other  case  of  cession  that  had  oc- 
curred in  the  history  of  the  world.  With 
respect  to  the  causes  that  had  led  to  the 
rejection  of  this  ofier,  the  present  was  not 
the  proper  time  to  communicate  them  to 
parliament.  As  to  the  Danish  commis^ 
sioners,  he  was  not  aware  that  any  officer 
from  Denmark,  with  such  an  object  as 
that  ascribed  to  him,  was  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Whitbread  asked,  whether  the  ofi^r 
of  a  constitution,  or  of  a  participation  in 
the  Swedish  constitution  (which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  chosen  to  characterise 
as  the  most  liberal  offer  that  had  ever  been 
made  to  a  nation  in  the  history  of  the 
world)  was  not  preceded  by  a  demand  to 
the  Norwegians  to  deliver  up  their  fbr- 
tresses  and  arms  ?  Ha  would  also  ask>  if  in 
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a  coufitry  possefsed  of  not  more  than  7  or 
800,000^  or  at  moal  ander  a  million  of  in- 
bal;»itanU,  SO  or  40,000  persons  were  not 
actually  emtoiiied  to  resist  the  annexation 
of  Norway  to  Sweden  ? 
No  answer  was  returned. 

Slave  Thade.]  Mr.  Wilberforce  said, 
that  in  rising  to  make  the  motion  which 
he  now  intended  to  propose,  he  felt  grati- 
fied in  reflecting  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House, 
by  detailing,  at  any  length,  those  consi- 
derations which  rendered  such  a  step  ad- 
visable. The  House  had  already  recog- 
nized and  acted  upon  them  in  1806  and 
1810,  when  they  consented  to  an  address 
to  the  throne,  similar,  in  effect,  to  what 
he  now  wished  them  to  adopt.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  One  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  look  abroad  upon  the  world,  without 
feeling  that  there  never  was  a  period  when 
the  general  circumstances  of  all  nations 
were  more  favourable  to  such  a  motion 
than  the  present,  and  when  there  existed 
such  powerful  motives  for  them  to  accede 
to  ite  object*  It  was  something  to  have 
an  occasion  like  this  presented,  when  all 
the  great  powers  of  Europe  were  assem- 
bled in  congress  to  consider  and  discuss 
the  very  elements,  as  it  were,  of  their 
own  political  rights ;  it  was  something  to 
have  such  a  moment  presented  for  urging 
the  consideration  of  the  wrongs  of  Africa. 
When,  indeed,  he  Veflected.  upon  these 
circumstances,  and  when  he  recalled  to 
memory  that  extraordinary  succession  of 
providential  events  which  had  placed  the 
world  in  its  present  state  of  hope  and 
security,  he  could  not  but  contemplate  in 
them  the  hand  of  the  Almight)r  stretched 
out  for  the  deliverance  of  mankind.  And 
what  more  acceptable  token  of  gratitude 
could  be  displayed  towards  heaven— -what 
more  acceptable  proof  of  our  delight  and 
thankfulness  for  such  mercies,  than  a  mea- 
sure like  the  one  he  now  meant  to  propose  ? 
It  might  truly  be  said,  that  the  great  con- 
tinental powers  had  been  acting  in  its  very 
spirit  and  effect;  and  when,  too,  were 
considered  the  provocations  that  all  of 
them  had  received,  and  some  in  particular, 
and  the  glorious  revenge  the^  bad  taken, 
saving  from  ruin  instead  of  inflicting  it ; 
the  recognition  of  the  principles  he  was 
about  to  recommend  was  so  plain,  that  it 
afforded  a  sore  eround  and  confident  hope 
that  they  would  be  acknowledged,  in  all 
wbich  he  now  wished  to  obtain,  as  a  sequel 
jBerely  of  what  they  had  so  nobly  begun, 
t 
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There  was  but  one  objection  that  be  h^ 
ever  heard  made  against  the  proceeding 
he  meant  to  recommend  ;  and  that  was, 
when  he  had  b^n  talking  of  the  conti- 
nental powers  acceding  immediately  to  a 
general  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  the 
reply  bad  been,  why  we  ourselves  did  not 
abolish  it  till  after  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  of  enquiry,  ^d  how  can  we  expect 
that  th^y  should  do  it  precipitately  ?  But 
this  was  not  the  fact.  When  the  features 
of  that  trade  were  truly  developed,  when 
its  character  was  fully  known,  when  its 
effects  were  thoroughly  understood,  we 
got  rid.  of  it  directly.  It  was  on  its  trial 
during  that  time,  and  its  sentence  followed 
immediately  upon  conviction.  When  the 
whole  system  was  unfoldedl,  every  one 
acknowledged  that  we  were  bound  to  abo- 
lish it,  as  a  traffic  inconsistent  with  every 
feeling  of  justice,  religion,  and  humanity. 
When  the  question  was  first  entered  upon, 
no  one  properjy  understood  its  details ; 
by  degrees,  however,  the  light  broke  in 
upon  that  den  of  sctrpentsj  and  when  it 
did  so,  and  it  was  seen  in  all  its  hideous 
deformity,  there  existed  but  one  opinion 
among  men  of  any  sense  of  duty,  or  any 
feelings  of  humanity.  It  should  be  re- 
meml^red  too,  that  great  and  powerful 
interests  were  opposed  to  it  It  was  said, 
our  commerce  would  be  destroyed,  our 
marine  would  be  destroyed,  and  that  onr 
settlements  in  the  West  Indies  could  not 
subsist  at  all  without  a  regular  importation 
of  slaves;  while  in  Africa  they  would 
continue  to  be  brought  down  to  the  coast, 
and  when  no  market  was  open  for  them 
they  would  be  murdered.  Thus  it  was 
foretold,  that  nothing  but  disaster  would 
take  place  in  Europe,  in  the  western  he- 
misphere, and  in  Africa  itself,  by  the  abo- 
lition; yet,  all  these  predictions  proved 
fallacious;  and  therefore^  «in  soliciting 
other  countries  to  adopt  the  same  course, 
we  call  upon  them  to  run  no  risk,  nor 
to  attempt  any  untried  scheme.  But,  in 
fact,  the  greater  nations  of  Europe,  and 
particularly  France,  had  no  direct  interest 
in  the  continuance  of  this  trade.  With 
regard  to  France,  the  war  had  practicallv 
abolished  it  for  many  years  past;  and, 
therefore,  if  carried  on  by  her,  it  would  be 
creating  it  anew.  In  that  country,  there- 
fore, there  was  no  commerce  to  be  de- 
stroyed, no  marine  to  suffer,  no  manufac* 
tures  to  decay,  as  a  consequence  of  not 
participating  in  this  traffic.  The  hoo. 
member  then  drew  a  parallel  betwei^ 
what  had  been  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte 
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with  respect  to  the  slave  trade,  and  the 
difficulty  whipb  Mr.  Fox  baci  found  in 
persuading  him  that  our  abolition  of  it 
arose  from  any  principle  of  justice ;  and 
what  might  be  expected  from  the  virtues, 
bumaniiy,  and  religious  feelings  of  Louis 
18.     With  regard  to  Spain  also,  happier 
results  might  be  anticipated.      She  was 
not  now  in  a  situation  where  she  feared  to 
displease  any  particular  city ;  she  was  no 
longer  placed  in  those  delicate  circum- 
stances;   her  power  was  more  secured, 
and  she  was  now  placed  in  a  condition 
that  enabled  her  to  think  of  safety  and 
honour  in  the  way  that  nations  and  indi- 
Tiduals  always  secured  it,  by  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  just  and  honourable  principles. 
I/joking  to  Portugal,  be  entertained  simi- 
lar hope;s ;  and  he  would  not  now  go  inta 
a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and 
which  had  been  issued  by  that  govern- 
ment.    It  was  a  sort  of  vindication  of  what 
is  called  the  Middle  Passage;    and  the 
principle  of  it  was,  that  the  slave  trade 
should  be  carried  on  by  the  ports  of  Bra- 
zil, till  the  population  of  that  extensive 
country  was  in  proportion  to  lis  magni- 
tude.   He  had  really  never  read  a  paper 
which  contained  so  much  feeling  and  hu- 
manity, (a  laugh.)    Any  person  perusing 
it,  might  think  that  its  whole  object  was, 
to  diffuse  the  greatest  possible  happiness 
among  the  most  favoured  individuals.    It 
was,  in  truth,  a  melancholy  document; 
and  yet  he  was  pleased  with  it.     It  at  least 
shewed,  that  the  Portuguese  government 
were  attentive  to  the  calls  of  humanity, 
though  in  this  instance  it  had  been  per- 
verted, because  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  occasions  for  exerting  it.  ^  When  they 
were  reminded,  that  this  trade  was  wholly 
incompatible   with  humanity,  aiid,  when 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  was  con- 
vinced of  the  impolicy  of  supplying  the 
Brazils  with  a  factitious  population,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  he  would  resolve 
to  co-operate  cordially  with  this  country. 
This  co*operation  would  be  more  prompt 
and  efl&ctive  also,  when  the  removal  of 
the  court  of  Portugal  to  Europe  should 
have  taken  place.     With  regard  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe, — Russia,  Aus- 
tria, and    Prussia,   who .  were  unstained 
by  a  traffic  which  we,  to  our  shame  be 
it  spoken,  had  once  participated  in,  let  it 
not  be  supposed  that  they  would  be  indif-' 
ferent  to  iu  annihilation,    or  that  they 
would  be  tardy  in  assisting  to  complete 
that  object. 
In  sparing  Parisi  and  in  the^udden  and 
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complete  abandonment  of  every  hostile 
feeling,  the  allied  powers  bad  affi>rded  a 
pledge  of  further  magnanimity  and  hu- 
manity of  conduct    'He  trusted,  that  aH 
would  concur  in  this  grand  dbject.     Go^i 
vernment  had  already  obtained  the  acqui- 
escence of  Sweden.    Denmark  had  abo- 
lished the  slave  trade  at  an  early  period. 
America  the  same.    And  here  he  begged 
to  guard  himself  against  the  imputation  of 
being  supposed  to  wish,  by  this  motion, 
to  remind  his  Majesty's  ministers  of  that 
sacred  duty  which  he  was  persuaded  they 
were  ready  cheerfully  and  spontaneously 
'^to  perform.      His  object  was  merely  to 
strengthen  their  hands,  and,  by  the  renewal 
of  a  solemn  declaration  from  parliament, 
to  show  that  their  former  proceedings  had 
originated  not  in-  a  transient  or  mistaken 
fit  of  humanity,  but  in  a  just  aqd  sound 
view  of  all  the  bearings  and  relations  of 
the  subject      He   must  repeat,  that  he 
really  thought  there  was  something  in  the 
present  state  and  circumstances  of  things 
which  justified  the  most  favourable  expect- 
ations.    It  would  be   refreshing   to  the 
mind,  after  so  long  a  period  of  calamity, 
to  witness  a  general  acknowledgment  of, 
the  grand   and   immutable  principles  of 
justice  and   humanity.     It  would   raise 
Great  Britain  still  higher  in  the  scale  of 
nations,  if,  after  all  she  had  done  and  suf- 
fered for  Europe,,  she  should  ask,  as  a  com- 
pensation, not  any  political  or  commercial 
advantage,  not  territory  or  wealth,  but 
only  an  acquiescence  in  the  establishment 
of  a  principle  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  happiness   of   mankind.    The    mosi 
dreadful    consequences    would   result   to 
Africa,  should  foreign  powers  not  consent 
to  unite  in  this- desired  object    That  wide 
continent  would  again  be  made  the  scene 
of  horror;    and  our  praises  and  thanks- 
givings to  the  Divine  Being  for  his  recent 
blessings  to  us,  would  be  accompanied  by 
the  shrieks  and  screams  of  those  whom  we 
were  persecuting.     But   he  trusted  'this 
would  not  be  the  case.    Whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion, to  the  professors  of   that  religion 
Europe  owed  much  of  its  existing  liberty; 
and  he  hoped  that  they  would  feel  that 
their  religion,  no  less  than  Protestantism^ 
called  on  them  to  abolish  that  inhumaa 
traffic  which  Mr.  Pitt  had   truly  called 
"  the  greatest  practical  "evil  that  bad  ever 
been  suffered  to  exist  in  the  world/'  .  He 
concluded  by  moving, 

'^Thatan  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Princto  Regent,  im 
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aasare  bis  Royal  Highness,  that  this  House, 
r^l3ung,  with  perfect  confidence,  on  the  so- 
lemn assurances  received  by  parliament  in 
1806  and  18ia,  that  his  Majesty's  govern, 
ment  would  employ  every  proper  means  to 
obtain  a  convention  of  the  powersof  Europe 
ibr  the  immediaie  and  universal  abolition 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade/  beg  leave  hum- 
bly and  earnestly  to  represent  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  happy  and  glorious 
events  which  promise  the  general  paciifica- 
tion  of  Christendom,  the  present  union  and 
assembly  of  its  greatest  sovereigns,  and 
the  great  tind  generous  principles  which 
they  proclaim  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct, 
afSord'  a  most  auspicious  opportunity  for 
interposing  the  good  offices  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  accomplish  the  above  noble  pur- 
pose, with  the  weight  which  belbngs  to 
her  rank  among  nations,  to  the  services 
which  she.  has  rendered  to  European  inde* 
pendence,  and  to  the  unanimous  and  zea- 
lous concurrence  of  her  parliament  and 
people ! 

''.That  we  feel  ourselves  authorized,  by 
our  own  abolition  of  this  trade,  of  the 
guilty  profits  of  which  we  enjoyed  the 
largest  share,  by  the  fellowship  of  civiliz- 
ation, of  religion,  and  even  of  common 
humanity,  to  implore  the  other  members 
of  ibe  commonwealth  of  Europe  to  signa- 
lize, the  restoration  of  its  order  apd  secu- 
rity by  the  prohibition  of  this  detestable 
commerce,  the  common  stain  of  the 
Cbristian  name,  a  system  of  crimes  by 
which  the  civilized  professors  of  a  benefi- 
cent religion  spread  desolation  and  perpe- 
tuate* barbarism  among  helpless  savages, 
wbom  they  are  bound,  by  the  most  sacred 
obligations  of  duty,  to  protect,  to  instruct, 
and  to  reclaim : 

*f  Humbly  to  represent  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  that  the  high  rank  which  this 
kingdom  holds  among  maritime  and  colo- 
nial states  Imposes  a  very  serious  duty 
upon  the  British  government  at  this  im- 
portant juncture ;  and  that,  unless  we  ip- 
terpose,  with  effect,  to  procure  a  general 
abolition,  the  practical  result  of  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  will  be  to  revive  a  traffic 
which  we  have  prohibited  as  a  crime,  to 
open  tbesea  to  swarms  of  piratical  adven- 
turers, who  will  renew  and  extend,  on  the 
shores  of  Afirica,  the  scenes  of  carnage 
and  rapine  in  «  great  measure  suspended 
by  maritime  hostilities,  and  the  peace  of 
Christendom  will  kindle  a  thousand  fero- 
cious, wars  among  wretched  ^ibes,  igno*, 
rant  of  our  quarrels  and  of  our  very  name : 

"  That  the  nations  w)io  have  owed  the 
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security  of  their  navigation  to  our  friend- 
ship, and  whom  we  have  been  happy 
enough  to  aid  in  expelling  their  oppres* 
sors,  and  maintaining  their  independence, 
cannot  listen  without  res|>ect  to  our  voice 
raised  in  the  cause  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity; and  that,  among  the  great  states,, 
till  of  late  our  enemies,  maritime  hostility 
has  in  fact  abolished  the  trade  for  twenty 
years,  no  interest  is  engaged  in  it,  and 
the  legal  permission  to  carry  it  on  would 
practically  be  ^  new  establishment  of  it« 
after  the  full  developement  of  its  horrors  : 
"That  we  humbly  trust,  that  in  the  moral 
order  by  which  Divine  Pro?idence  admi- 
nisters the  government  of  the  world,  this 
great  act  of  atonement  to  Africa  may 
contribute  to  consolidate  the  safety,  and 
prolong  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  thai 
nations  may  be  taught  a  higher  respect  for 
justice  and  humanity  by  the  example  of 
their  sovereigns,  and  that  a  treaty,  sanc« 
tinned  by  such  a  disinterested  and  sacred 
stipulation,  may  be  more  profoundly  re^ 
vei^enced,  and  more  religiously  observed, 
than  even  the  most  equitable  compacts  for 
the  regulation  of  power  or  the  distribution 
of  territory.*' 

'     The-motion  having  been  read  from  the 
Chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  happy  to  give  his  most  cordial  con- 
currence to  the  motion  of  the  hbn.  gentler 
man  ;  and  he  could  not  refrain  from  hop- 
ing, that  when  the  subject  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  that  most 
illustrious  assembly  of  sovereigns,  its  im- 
portant views  would  be  effected,  and  they 
^ould  be  anxious  to  wipe  away  the  ini« 
quitous  stain.  He  could  not  but  hope, 
that  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  would  have  a  due  effect; 
and  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would  wit- 
ness the  conclusion  of  that  happy  work^ 
which  he  had  so  ably  and  so  perseveringly 
carried  forward. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  was  happy  to 
give  his  unqualified  approbation  to  the 
Address;  and  agreed  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  opinion,  that  it  could 
not  fail  to  have  great  weight  with  the 
Allied  Powers  on  the  continent.  Experi- 
ence had  pfoved,  that  too  great  extension 
of  empire  had  <^nly  led  to  the  degradation 
and  unhappiness  of  that  portion  of  man- 
kind who  possessed  it  Luckily  for  the 
world,  the  late  events  had  decidedly 
shewn,  this,  and  brought  the  different 
powers  to  a  sense  of  the  real  state  of  things 
which  contributed  to  make  an  empire  or 
(2T) 
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a  kiogdom  truly  powerful^  or  only  com- 
paratifely  to;  and  it  woold  be  making 
ft  nockery  of  what  had  passed,  and  losing 
light  of  all  the  adTantaget  which  had 
really  taken  place,  if  we  were  to  soffi^r 
tboae  adfantaget  to  be  confined  to  Ba- 
rope,  and  not  extend  them  to  Africa;  a 
qoarter  of  the  globe  which  had  been  iio 
long  and  to  grieTOosly  afl9icted  by  the 
cruel  and  unjnst  treatment  it  had  recei? ed 
from  the  European  powen.  Whatever 
advantages  had  been  derived  to  this  coun- 
try from  the  Slave  Trade,  Uken  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  they  were  certainly 
much  greater  than  those  of  any  other 
power;  and  having  so  cheerfully  sacri* 
ficed  them  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the 
ends  of  justice  and  homanity,  we  were 
certainly  entitled  to  the  right  of  endea- 
vouring to  bring  our  Allies  into  the  same 
praise-worthy  principles ;  and  it  would  be 
an  act  of  hypocrisy  worse  than  that  of  the 
Inquisition,  (which,  when  it  condemned  a 
criminal  to  death,  delivered  him  over  to 
the  secular  power  with  a  recommendation 
of  mercy)  if  we  did  not  exert  ourselves  at 
the  present  auspicioos  moment  to  obtain 
the  concurrence  of  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope in  a  measure,  of  the  philanthropy, 
the  advantage,  and  necessity  of  which  we 
bad  so  long  been  convincea. 

Mr.  Canning  rose,  not  to  express  his 
sentiments  on  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade;  that  was  unnecessary,  as  they 
^ere  already  well  known  to  the  House; 
be  rose  to  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  the  vote  which  they  were  abotit  to 
come  to  that  nigh^  would  not  be  a  barren 
vote;  but  one  that  woold  materially  aid 
the  great  cause  they  were  anxious  to  pro- 
mote. Their  unanimity  on  this  occasion 
would  not  merely  support  what  they  had 
already  done,  but  would  do  much  towards 

'  persuading  the  great  powers  of  Europe 
to  unite  with  England  to  put  down  the 
Slave  Trade.  Let  it  not  be  said,  when 
this  language  was  held,  that  the  English 
were  always  vaunting  of  their  importance 
in,  and  influence  over  Europe.  On  such 
an  occasion^  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
that  their  authority  and  example  would 
produce  the  happiest  results.    With  those 

.  powers  who  had  not  acknowledged  the 
injustice  of  this  traffic  in  human  blood,  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain  must  have  some 
weight;  and  with  that  larger  portion, 
who,  approving  the  principle  acted  upon 
by  England,  feared  the  application  of  it 
in  their  own  case,  our  example  must  pre* 
vail.    The  appreheosiona  they  at  present 
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entertained,  must  be  in  a  great  measure 
removed,  when  they  saw  that  we,  after 
cutting  off  that  trade,  which  was  to  os  a 
Morce  of  wealth  and  power  (if  it  ever  had 
been  a  source  of  wealth  and  power  to  any 
nation  on  earth),  had  lost  nothing  by  obe- 
dience to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  but 
had  still  been  able,  not  only  to  defend 
ourselves,  but  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
restoration  of  the  independence  of  Europe* 
With  those  powers  who  had  not  recognised 
the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  Slave 
Trade,  be  would  now  take  a  higher  tone 
than  be  thought  would  have  beei^  wise 
in  the  day  of  their  distress,  when,  strug- 
gling with  difficulties,  tbey  looked  to  this 
country;  and  he  woold  take  a  higher  . 
tone  with  them  for  this  reason :  were 
they  in  some  sort  dependant  on  os,  a 
strong  remonstrance  on  this  subject  woold 
have  gone  with  too  much  of  authority; 
but  now  that  the  danger  was  past,  and 
they  had  recovered  their  independence, 
we  might  assume  a  loftier  tone  withoni 
appeanng  to  insult  them,  by  holding  out 
a  threat  if  they  refused  to  comply  with 
our  wishes.  Spain  and  Portugal  could 
now  defend  themselves  without  our  as- 
sistance ;  and  they  could  decline  attend* 
ing  to  our  representations,  without  fear  of 
being  abandoned  to  ruin.  This  then  was 
the  time  when  we  could  soeak  with  mosi 
freedom;  for  as  we  could  urge  it  with 
more  of  delicacy  than  formerly,  so  we 
could  press  it  with  more  of  firmness.  The 
happy  adjustment  of  the  affiiirs  of  the 
world,  which  seemed  now  about  to  take 
place,  would  be  incomplete,  if  an  attempt 
to  put  an  end  to  the  Slave  Trade  did  not 
form  one  grand  feature  of  it.  .The  tech- 
nical consent  to  its  abolition  of  those 
powers  who  were  not  actively  engaged  in 
it,  ought  to  be  obtained ;  for  if  this  were 
not  done,  their  flags  would  -be  abused  by 
individuals  belonging  to  other  countries, 
who  would  be  ready  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  subterfuge  to  avoid  punishment. 
The  sanction  of  all  the  great  nations  of 
Europe  to  its  being  done  away,  vras  neces- 
sary, and  of  vast  importance;  not  so 
much  for  the  mighty  power  they  possess* 
ed,  as  for  the  use  tbey  had  made  of  that 
power.  If  their  consent  were  not  given  to 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  things 
woold  not  merely  rema'm  as  they  are  in 
this  respect;  but  the  traffic  in  slaves  would 
be  greater  than  it  had  been  for  many 
years.  The  question  then  was,  whether 
the  sera  of  a  general  peace  in  Europe 
should  secure  the  repose  of  Africa,  or 
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furnkli  a  new  startiog-poti  for  the  plunder 
and  defastation  of  that  qaarter  of  tbe 
globe.  He  hoped,  tbe  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple»  heard  throogh  the  aoanimoas  vote  of 
that  House^  in  faroor  of  that  which  justice/ 
humanity^  and  sound  policy,  combined  to 
•  recommend  to  erery  nation,  would  not 
appeal  to  the  assembled  majesty  of  £u* 
rope  in  Tain. 

Mr«  H'Oikaroe  said,  h«  would  not  at- 
tempt  to  detain  the  House  but  for  a  rtry 
few  moments,  lest  what  he  might  say 
ahoold  weaken  the  effect  produced  by  the 
apeakers  who  had  preceded  him.  He 
could  noty  however,  withhold  himself  from 
expressing  bis  approbation  of  the  conduct 
pf  ministers,  in  bating  so  warmly  second- 
ed the  Address ;  and  hoped  they  would 
use  their  strenuous  endeavours  with  the 
Allied  Powers  to  induce  them  to  concur 
cordially  in  the  measure,  which  he  feared 
would  otherwise  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Marryau  could  take  upon  himself 
to  state,  that  those  connected  with  tbe 
West  India  colonies  were  as  anxious  as 
any  other  class  of  persons  could  be,  for  the 
ttUiversal  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Unless,  however,  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try went  farther  than  they  bad  yet  gone 
in  this  business,  though  they  had  washed 
their  own  bands  of  the  guilt,  they  had 
done  little  towards  lessening  the  evil 
which  they  '  proposed  to  remedy ;  as, 
while  tbe  subjects  of  other  countries  en- 
gaged in  it  at  all,  tbey  did  more  in  pro- 
portion,as  this  country  did  less.  From 
the  Report  of  the  African  Society  it  ap- 
peared, thai  up  to  the  year  1810,  the  ave* 
rage  number  of  slaves  obtained  from 
Africa  annually  amounted  to  80,000;  one 
half  of  which  were  carried  away  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  other  half  by  the  Por* 
tuguese.  Tbe  traffic  which  was  formerly 
carried  on  in  English  ships  was  thus  kept 
up  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  vessels. 
The  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  bad  pro- 
duced one  good  effect,  that  pf  greatly 
ameliorating  tbe  condition  of  the  slaves  in 
the  colonies.  The  negroes  were  much 
better  tr«fated,and  the  old  system  of  having 
night  and  day  gangs  bad  been  al>andoned. 
Tbe  total  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
would  be  a  glorious  consummation  of  (he 
happy  events  lately  witnessed  in  Europe ; 
end  he  thought  tbe  Prince  Regent  could 
not  be  called  upon  to  perform  a  more 
grateful  task,  than  that  which  the  resolu- 
tioo  before  the  House  went  to  assign  to 
him. 
Mr.  J.  Smiih  could  not  refrain  from  ex- 


pressing a  hope,  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
would  give  repose  to  all  parts  of  tbe  world ; 
and  that  those  events  which  restored  the 
inhabitants  of  one  quarter  of  the  globe,  to 
freedom,  would  not  copsign  the  natives  of 
another  to  bondage  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  those  were  deceived, 
who  imagined  that  every  man  in  England 
wished  for  the  abolition  of  tbe  Slave  Trade. 
Before  he  knew  any  tb^ng  of  tbe  pk'esent 
motion,  it  had  come  to  his  ears,  that  there 
were  persons  in  this  country  base  enough 
to  wish  f<v  the  return  of  peace,  on  account 
of  the  ficilitiesit  would  afford  fof  carrying 
on  this  detestable  traffic  under  another 
flag.  He  was  glad  that  this  motion  had 
been  so  ablv  supported  by  his  right  hon. 
friend  near  him  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Can* 
ning) ;  as  the  demonstration,  thus  made, 
would  convince  those  persons  to  whom  he 
had  alluded,  that  the  legislature  was  in- 
tent upon  procuring  the  perfect  abolition 
of  the  Slave  T^ade  throughout  tbe  world. 
At  a  former  period,  when  we  recom* 
mended  the  abolition  of  tbe  Slave  Trade 
to  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  it  was 
thought  we  ought  to  set  the  example,  by 
abolishing  it  ourselves.  It  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  the  last  peace  was  con- 
cluded ;  and  reflections  were  then  cast  on 
the  advocates  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade  in  that  House,  because  such  a 
step  bad  not  been  taken.  That  blot  re- 
mained on  our  character  no  longer.  We 
bad  how  set  tbe  example.  He  was  glad 
to  concur  in  the  Address,  and  he  hoped  it  ' 
would  produce  a  general  and  beneffcial 
effect— beneficial  even  according  to  the 
most  sordid  calculatioil*— as  tbe  trading  in- 
terest of  every  country  would  profit  by  it. 
He  had  been  present  at  many  of  tbe  de- 
bates that  preceded  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade  in  this  country,  which  per- 
haps  boasted  the  greatest  display  of  elo- 
quence (fVom  tbe  members  then  on  both 
sides  of  the  House)  ever  witnessed  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Pitt  commenced  the  march 
of  one  of  his  speeches,  by  appealing  to 
those  who  would  only  consider  iheir  in- 
terest, who  had  no  feeling  but  in  their 
purse;  and  demonstrated,  oy  argunifnts 
which  could  not  be  answered,  that  it  was 
their  interest  to  put  an  end  to  a  traffic  so 
disgraceful.  He  bad  then,  with  that  elo- 
quence which  he  sowell'knew  how  to  use, 
applied  himself  to  persuade  them  to  do  it. 
This  argument  ought  now  to  be  bt-ld  out 
to  the  deluded  governments  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  to  that  most  deluded  go- 
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Vernment' which  attempted  tojuuifythe 
Slare  Trade.  They  ought  to  be  made  to 
understand,  that  their  interest  required 
that  this  traffic  should  be  no  more.  He 
could  not  anticipate  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion ;  and,  but  (or  the  desire  he  felt  to  ex- 
press his  own  feeling  on  this  subject,  he 
should  have  thought  it  quite  unnecessary 
to  add  one  word  to  the  able  speeches  of 
those  who  had  preceded  him. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  observed,  it  must  be  re- 
roembered*  that  the  chief  opposition  to  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  came  from  Li- 
verpool, from  Bristol,  and  from  those  con- 
nected with  the  West  Indies.  They  had 
lived  to  see  that  which  was  too  extraordi- 
nary ever  to  have  been  prophesied  or  ex- 
pectedi  They  had  seen  (on  the  present  oc- 
casion).a  motion,  which  had  for  its  object 
the  total  annihilation  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
supported  and  eulogized  by  the  eloquent 
member  for  Liverpool,  by  the  member  for 
Bristol,  and  by  a  gentleman  intimately 
connected  with  the  West  Indies,  who,  he 
believed,  might" be  considered  to  act  al- 
most officially  for  the  colonial  interest. 
This  circumstance  was  so  remarkable  that 
he  dould  not  help  noticing  it.  Nothing 
could  be  more  consoling  than  this  reflec- 
tion ;  and  nothing  could  hold  out' a  more 
well-founded  hope  that  the  whole  world 
would  eventually  join  in  the  same  object. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  nem,  con. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday^  May  -k 
Slave  Trade  ]  Lord  (rrenville  rose  to 
call  their  lordships'  attention  to.the  subject 
of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  It  had  been 
for  some  time  his  intention  to  propose  to  the 
House  to  agree  to  an  Address  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  requesting  his  Royal  Highness,  in 
the  course  of  the  negociations  for  the  re^ 
ittoraiion  of  a  general  peace,  to  use  his  en- 
deavours to  procure  fcom  the  allied  sove- 
reigns, and  whatever  other  powers  might 
be  parties  to  the  negociation,  a  renuncia- 
^tion  of  the  African  Slave  Trade.  He  had 
delayed  it  till  now,  however,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  understanding  that  a  similar 
proposition  was  to  be  moved  in  the  other 
House,  and  then  to  be  sent  up  to  their 
lordships  for  thier  concurrence.  It  ap- 
peared, that  the  matter  had  taken  there  a 
different  course  ;  from  some  objection  in 
point  of  form,  he  believed.  He  therefore 
thought  it  right  to  delay  bis  proposition  no 
longer,  being  most  anxious  to  obtain  their 
)o;dsbips'  concurrence    in   «i   resolution 


'  Governor  Gore.  fftig 

which  he  trusted  would  be  unanimbusly 
I  adoptedjf  as  it  had  been  unanimously 
agreed  to  in  the  other  House.  It  would  be 
a  libel  on  their  lordships'  House  to  ima- 
gine that  they  could  desire  to  remain  be« 
hind  in  their  exertfons  to  promote  an  ob- 
ject in  every  point  of  view  so  desirable. 
It  was  for  this  reason,  anticipating  no  ob- 
jection from  any  quarter,  that  he  now  gave 
notice,  that  he  should. to- morrow  submit  a 
proposition  to  their  lordships  to  agree  to  an 
Address  of  the  nature  which  he  had  stated. 
If  he  had  thought  that  there  was  any  like- 
lihood of  opposition,  he  should  certainly 
have  conceived  it  his  duty,  from  respect 
to  their  lordships,  and  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  to  have  given  a  longer  notice; 
and  if  any  intimation  should  be  given 
him  that  there  was  any  intention  in  any 
quarter  to  oppose  the  proposition,  he  should 
still  give  a  longer  notice.  Not  anticipating 
any  objection,  however,  nor  any  opposition 
which  was  likely  to  create  debate,  and  in 
the  hope  of  an  unanimous  concurrence  on 
the  part  of  their  lordships,  he  should  sqb- 
mit  the  proposition  for  the  Address  to- 
morrow; and  moved  that  the  House  bt 
summoned. 

The  House  was  accordingly  ordered  t6 
be  summoned  for  to-morrow. 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  May  4« 

Governor  Gore.]  Mr.  Whithread  re- 
peated his  inquiries  respecting  the  civil 
governor  of  Upper  Canada,  who,  he  was 
informed,  had  been  absent  two  years  from 
his  command,  and  yet  received  all  the 
emoluments  of  it. 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  he  was  happy  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  answering  the  hon. 
member's  question.  Governor  Gore  bad 
received  leave  of  absence  for  three  months 
previously  to  the  breaking  out  of  hosti- 
lities between  this  country  and  America. 
Immediately  upon  that  event  taking  place« 
he  expressed  his  wish  to  return;  but  if  he 
had  returned,  he  would,  from  the  nature 
of  his  office,  have  had  the  command  of  the 
militia  of  Upper  Canada.  It  was  thought 
better,  however,  that  the  person  who  com- 
manded the  regular  forces  should  ako 
command  the  militia,  and  therefore  it  was 
intiniated  to  governor  Gore  that  bis  return 
to  his  government  was  not  immediately 
required.  The  hon.  member  bad  been 
misinformed  with  respect  to  the  emoluf 
ments ;  he  only  received  one  half. 

Mr.  Cnevey  rose  to  ask  a  question  re? 
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spccting  Mr.  Le  Marchant.  He  was  ia- 
formed,  that  he  had  been  suspended,  sohie 
time  back,  by  lord  Palmerston,  the  secre- 
Ury  at  war>  be  (Mr.  Le  Marcbant)  being 
then  paymaster  of  ibe  foreign  depots.'  He 
wished  to  know  what  had  occurred  since 
to  render  htra  fit  for  the  place  he  had  re- 
cently been  appointed  to. 

No  answer  was  given. 

Mr.  Whiibread  professed  himself  not 
satisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  hon.  mem- 
^  ber  respecting  governor  Gore.  He  thought 
it  was  not  a  creditable  account  to  give  to 
the  House  ;  and  if  the  nature  of  the  office 
was  such,  that  the  civil  governor  of  a  co- 
lony was  to  be  recalled,  and  placed  upon 
balf-pay,  in  the  event  of  a  war  happening 
in  such  colony,  he  thought  there  ought  to 
be  some  alteration  made. 

Mr.  Gouibum  contended^  that  it  would 
» -  be  very  hard  upon  governor  Gore,  if  he 
had  been  required  to  abandon  his  post  be- 
cause government  did  not  think  it  expe* 
dient  that  he  should  return  to  it  tt  a  par- 
ticular crisis  of  political  afiairs  there. 

Mr.  Whiibread. — Then,  if  the  governor 
had  been  upon  the  spot  at  the  time  the  war 
with  America  broke  out,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  government  to  have  re- 
called him,  and  given  him  half-pay  ? 

Mr.  Gouibum. — It  certainly  would  not 
have  been  the  duty  of  sever nment  to  do  so. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  asked,  whether  governor 
Gore  had   not  been  recalled  fpr  misde- 
meanors ? 
'        Mr.  Gau26un»,— Certainly  not. 

Captain  Colville.]  Mr.  WhUbread 
begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  once  more  to  the  case  of  this  indi- 
vidual; to  inquire  if  he  was  alive;  and  if 
alive,  whether  he  h)id  been  released.  He 
thought  the*  present  state  of  Europe  was 
toch  as  HO  longer  to  justify  his  detention. 

Mr.  Goulburn^oM  not  take  upon  him- 
self to  say  whether  he  was  alive  or  not ; 
but  he  bad  had  a  conversation  respecting 
him  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
.    home  department. 

Mr.  Peel  informed  the  hon.  member, 
that  be  certainly  was  alive,  but  he  did  not 
know  what  was  the  intention  of  govern- 
ment with  regard  to  his  liberation. 

Priionbes  of  Wak.]  Mr.  Wym  wished 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman to  an  omission  which  he  considered 
as  remarkable,  in  the  convention  between 
this  country  and  France.  In  the  article 
gating  to  tiie  ex^baoge  of  prisottersj  it 


had  been  usual  to  stipulate,  that*  the  ex- 
change should  take  place  upon  the  said 
prisoners  paying  whatever  debts  they 
might  have  contracted.  It  was  so  stipu- 
lated in  the  Preliminary  Treaty  of  1801. 
In  the  present  Convention,  however,  this 
had  been  omitted ;  and  the  omission  he 
knew  bad  caused  considerable  uneasiness 
in  several  parts  of  the  country  where*the 
prisoners  resided  ;  as  more  than  ordinary 
credit  had  been  granted  to  them,  relying 
upon  such  a  stipulation  in  the  event  of  a 
peace.  He  thought  the  omiaion  could 
not  have  occurred  without  some  reason ; 
and  to  remove  the  apprehensions  that 
existed,  some  explanation  of  it  was  de- 
sirable. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said^  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  any  precise  ex- 
planation jipon  the  subject^as  it  was  one 
that  would  be  for  the  consideration  of  the 
respective  governments. 

Subsidiary  Tbeaties,  &c.]  Mr.  Whit" 
bread  observed,  that  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man had  not  yet  given  any  notice  of  the 
day  when  he  meant  to  move  the  consider-  ^ 
ation  of  the  Treaties  of  Subsidy  and  Al- 
liance in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  He  p- 
hoped  he  would  give  ample  notice  to  al- 
low time  for  any  member  to  move  for 
those  papers  relating  to  the  negociationi 
atChatillon,  the  knowledge  of  which  was 
become  more  necessary  now  than  eyer. 
According  to  the  second  article  of  those 
tre^aties  it  was  stipulated,  that  upon  the 
refusal,  by  the  late  emperor  of  France,  to 
accede  to  certain  proposals,  certain  acts 
were  to  be  done  by  the  contracting  parties. 
How  could  they  know  wiiat  these  pro- 
posals were,  without  the  communication 
of  the  papers  referred  to?  There  was  ano* 
ther  and  a  most  extraordinary  treaty  also^ 
of  which  no  mention  had  been  made, 
though  be  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
in  existence,  and  likely  to  be  laid  before 
the  House.  He  alluded  to  a  treaty,, 
signed  on  the  1  Ith  of  April,  with  the  late' 
emperor  of  France,  by  all  the  aljies,  except 
England;  and  in  furtherance  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  which  treaty,  an  English  officer 
was  now  acting,  by  superintending  the 
removal  of  Buonapart6  from  France  to  the 
island  of  Elba.  There  might  be  good  rea- 
sons for  not  communicating  this  treaty  to 
the  House;  but  he  wished  to  know  whe-; 
ther  such  a  treaty  was  in  existence,  and 
whether  the  government  intenjded  to  re- 
fuse It  or  not. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excluqucr,  in  re- 
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ply  to  the  first  question  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber.  Slid,  that  he  should  certainly  give  suf- 
ficient notice  for  considering  the  treaties 
in  a  Committee  of  Supply.  With  regard 
to  the  other  treaty  he  could  only  say,  that 
he  had  no  douht  all  the  engagements  into 
which  this  country  had  entered  would  he 
duly  communicated  to  parliament. 

Mr.  Whuhrtad  said,  he  had  received  no 
reply  to  his  questions.  He  would  repeat 
them.  Was  there  such  a  treaty  in  exist- 
ence ?  Was  the  English  minister  required 
to  sign  it,  and  did  he  refuse  to  do/So? 
Was  not  a  British  officer  now  acting  in 
fahherance  of  its  stipulations  hy  attend- 
ing Buonaparte  to  the  coast  ? 

The  CkoHceUor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  they 
were  questions  which  he  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  answer. 

In  reply  to  another  question  put  by  Mr. 
Wy  nn  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
respecting  the  prisoners  of  war,  we  under- 
stood him  to  reply,  that  the  arrangement 
with  regard  to  their  debts  would  take 
place  prefiously  to  their  embarkation. 

Sinking  Fond.]  Mr.  P.  GreitfeU  rose 
to  make  his  promised  motion  for  papers 
respecting  the  Sinking  Fund ;  and  after 
having  defended  himself  from  the  charge 
made  against  him  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Surrey,  of  having  misrepresented  the  opi- 
Dion  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  clause  in  Mr.  Fox's 
Bill  on  that  subject,  was  proceeding  to 
read  an  extract  from  the  debates  of  that 
period;  when  the  Speaker  submitted  to 
the  House  how  far  such  a  proceeding 
would  be  consistent  with  their  usages.  A 
short  conversation  on  this  subject  ensued, 
in  which  Mr.  Hiomton^  Mr.  Tierney,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  and  Mr.  Bankes  participated.  Mr. 
Grenfell  then  resumed  his  speech,  read  the 
extract  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving,  **  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  an  account  of  all  mo- 
nies expended  by  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  toge- 
ther with  the  amount  of  xrapital  stock  ob- 
tained for  the  same  in  any  of  the  public 
funds,  bearing  interest  at  $/.  per  cent,  per 
ann.,  from  the  commencement  of  the  year 
17P3  to  the  end  of  the  year  1801.'' 

Mr.  Huikmon  applauded  the  object  of 
the  bon.  mover ;  and  took  the  opportunity 
to  recommend  to  government,  now  that 
the  happy  discontinuance  of  war  would 
enable  them  to  do  so,  the  utmost  vigilance 
and  economy  in  the  domestic  expenditure 
of  the  country* 
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The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  per- 
fectly coincided  in  the  propriety  of  the 
recommendation  of  his  hon.  friend.  In 
one  respect,  however,  it  was  the  intention 
of  government  to  propose  an  increase  of 
expenditure.  The  country  ovi^ed  a  vast 
debt  of  gratitude  to  our  brave,  army  and 
navy  for  those  glorious  efforts  by  which 
the  contest  in  which  we  had  been  engaged 
was  at  length  brought  to  a  successful  ter- 
mination. That  debt  ought  to  be  in  some 
degree  diminished  by  an  attention  to  the 
comforts  of  those  gallant  men ;  and  it  was 
therefore  in  contemplation  to  propose  an 
increase  of  their  half  pay. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  as  were 
also  the  following : 

1.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
an  account  of  the  average  price,  in  money, 
at  which  every  lOCV.  of  the  said  capital 
stock  has  been  obtained  in  each  year  re- 
spectively. 2.  An  account  showing  the 
price,  in  money,  payable  for  every  100/. 
capital  stock  (without  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  reduced  annuities  and  the  con- 
solidated annuities),  by  every  contributor 
to  the  loans  raised  for  the  public  service, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1705 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1801.  3.  An  ac- 
count of  the  money  expended  by  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  together  with  the  ao^unt  of  the 
capital  stock  obtained  for  the  same  in  any 
of  the  public  funds,  bearing  interest  at  3A 
per  cent«  per  ann.,  between  the  12ih  of 
June  1813,  and  the  latest  period  to  which: 
the  same  can  be  made  up.  4.  An  account 
of  the  average  price,  in  money,  at  which 
eyery  100/.  of  the  said  capital  stock  has 
been  thus  obtained  during  the  same  period* 
5.  An  account  of  all  monies  actually  ex- 
pended by  the  commissioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt  in  the  pur- 
chase of  capital  stock  in  each  year,  from 
the  1st  of  February  179S  to  the  1st  of  Fe- 
bruary 1814.  6.  An  account  of  the 
amount,  in  money,  raised  by  loans  for  the 
public  service  in  each  year,  from  the  1st . 
of  February  1793  to  the  1st  of  February 
1814. 
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Thursday,  May  5* 
Corn  Laws.]  Earl  Grey  preeented  a 
petition  from  the  tradesmen,  manufactu- 
rers, and  others,  of  the  town  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  against  the  measure  supposed 
to  be  pemling  in- parliament,  for  an  alte-* 
ration  of  the  Cora  Laws,  t  This  petitioo,  it 
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appeared,  was  signed  by  1 1 ,000  respecta- 
ble tradesmen  and  others,  in  the  town  of 
Newcastle ;  and  if  longer  time  coold  have 
been  permitted,  it  woold  have  been 
signed,  he  understood,  not  only  by  a  still 
greater  number  of  persons  in  that  town, 
bat  also  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  villages  and  places  ad- 
jacent It  was  not  bis  intention,  at.  this 
time,  to  enter  into  any  declaration  of  his 
own  sentiments  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject, which  he  should  defer  to  the  period 
when  the  merits  of  this  question  would 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
and  when,  probably,  his  opinion  might  be 
at  variance  with  that  of  the  petitioners* 
At  the  same  time  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
present  this  petition  to  their  lordships,  it 
was  also  incumbent  upon  him  to  direct 
their  attention  to  one  passage,  which  he 
wished  the  petitioners  had  not  inserted. 
His  lordship  here  read  that  part  to 
which  he  adverted,  and  which,  in  sub- 
sUnce,  stated,  that  the  petitioners  beheld 
\  with  regret  «'the  unhallowed  effbrU  of 
\  those  who  would,  in  pressing  this  Bill,  de- 
•  prife  the  country  of  the  blessings  of 
j  Divine  Providence,  by  raising  the  price  of 
I  com,  and  scattering  distress  and  devasta* 
J  tion  among  the  manufacturers  and  roe* 
[  chanicf.''  Of  this  clause  be  could  not 
approve,  because  it  appeared  defective  in 
due  deference  and  decorum;  and  if  he 
thought  it  was  meant  to  convey  any  iro* 
potation  upon  the  motives  of  those  gentle- 
men of  the  other  House  with  whom  the 
Bill  originated,  he  should  not  feel  himself 
justified  in  presenting  it.  But  conceiving 
this  clause  to  be  the  mere  result  of  inad- 
vertency, he  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
the  petition  to  lie  on  the  table,  which  he 
moved  accordingly.— -Agreed  to. 

Norway.]  Earl  Orey,  disclaiming  the 
intention  to  interfere  with  any  pending 
negociation,  thought  it  necessary  to  ask 
the  noble  earl  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasury, 
whether  a  negociation  of  some  sort  had 
not  been  recently  entered  into  respecting 
Norway ;  whether  with  that  view  com- 
missioners  had  not  been  sent  to  both  Den- 
mark  and  Norway ;  *  and  whether  those 
commissioners  were  directed  to  demand 
the  cession  of  Norway  to  Sweden,  as  a 
sme  qua  nm,  or  whether  any  alterniEitive 
were  offered  f 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  was  sore 
the  noble  earl  must  feel  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  on  his  part  to  give  a  precise  an- 
awer  to  the  question  which  he  had  just 


stated ;  but  he  was  free  to  say,  that  on 
the  part  of  hts  Majesty  and  his  allies  com* 
missioners  had  been  sent  to  Denmark  and 
Norway^  relative  to  the  cession  of  the  lat« 
ter  to  Sweden. 

Earl  Grey  could  not  feel  satisfied  by  the 
answer  of  the  noble  earl ;  for  it  was  irn* 
possible  to  collect  from  it  what  was  the  in« 
tention  with  respect  to  Norway,  whether 
it  was  intended  to  allow  the  Norwegians  to 
preserve  that  independence  for  which  they 
were  so  nobly  struggling,  against  the  pri- 
vations of  famine,  and  the  pressure  of  va- 
rious misery  ;  or  whether  their  submission 
to  the  government  of  Sweden  was  to  be 
the  sme  qua  fton.  He  was  anxious  for  in« 
formation  upon  this  subject,  because  the 
Course  which  he  should  think  proper  to 
pursue  must  be  regulated  by  that  inforoia* 
tion ;  and  be  could  not  consider  it  as  at 
all  ii|Consistent  with  the  duty  of  the  noble 
earl  to  answer  his  question.  If,  however, 
the  noble  earl  should  not  make  the  answer 
required,  he  (earl  G.)  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  persevere  in  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  for  Tuesday,  with  re- 
spect to  the  production  of  certain  papers 
upon  this  subject. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no  diflBculty 
in  stating  the  existence  of  the  negociation 
alluded  to ;  but  he  thought  their  lordships 
must  feel  the  danger  of  any  explicit  an- 
swer to  the  noble  earl^s  question,  as  to 
what  might  be  the  tine  qua  nan  of  that  ne* 
gociation ;  for  by  such  an  answer  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  object  of  the  negocia- 
tion would  rather  be  impeded  than  pro- 
moted. It  was,  however,  open  to  the  noble 
earl  to  pursue  such  codrse  as  his  sense  of 
duty  suggested. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  he  never 
recollected  a  minister  who  did  not  declare, 
that  any  answer  to  a  question  of  this  na- 
ture woold  rather  embarrass  than  promote 
the  object  of  a  pending  negociation.  But 
still  be  must  say,  that  it  would  not  be- 
come the  ministers  or  that  House  to  sus- 
pend the  declaration  of  a  decisive  opinion 
upon  this  interesting  subject,  until  the 
poor  but  brave  population  of  Norway 
were  reduced  to  submission  by  force  and 
famine. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  being  told,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  an  explicit  answer  to  his 
question  would  impede  the  object  of  a 
pending  negociation,  while  apprised,  on 
the  other,  that  measures  of  violence  and 
injustice,  totally  inconsistent  with  the  ho- 
nour and  character  of  England,  were 
using  to  force  the  submission  of  a  country 
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to  a  foreign  state,  he  felt  himself  in  some 
difficulty  as  to  what  course  it  might  be 
proper  to  pursue..  He  should,  however, 
persevere  in  his  notice  for  Tuesday,  par- 
ticularly in  consequence  of  some  authentic 
information  which  had  reached  him.  For 
he  understood  fi^om  a  note  of  the  Swedish 
minister's,  that  a  special  mission  had  been 
sent  to  Denmark  and  Norway  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  official ly  declaring,  that  if  the 
latter  should  not  consent  to  be  annexed  to 
the  Swedish  crown,  England  and  her  al- 
lies were  ready  to  support  the  pretensions 
of  Sweden,  with  a  view  to  that  annexation. 
This  was  the  sine  qua  non  to  which  he  had 
alluded ;  namely,  that  if  Norway  should 
not  voluntarily  submit  to  Sweden,  arm« 
would  be  employed  to  force  that  submis* 
sion.  If,  indeed,  in  addition  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  noble  earl,  that  the  object  of 
the  pending  negociation  would  be  impeded 
by  answering  the  questions  he- had  put,  and 
that  therefore  that  House  should  suspend 
the  declaration  of  any  opinion  un(^1  the  ne- 
gociation terminated,  it  were  also  comma- 
nicated,  that  in  the  interim  the  use  of  force 
against  the  Norwegians  and  the  blockade 
of  the  ports  of  Norway  should  be  sus- 
pended, he  might  be  reconciled  patiently 
to  Wait  the  result.  But  while  measures 
were  pursued,  in  his  opinion,  inconsistent 
with  all  the  principles  which  this  country 
held  sacred,  and  which  must  be  held 
sacred  among  all  people  who  respected  the 
rights  of  humanity,  he  could  not  consent 
to  postpone  his  motion  for  Tuesday. 

Duke  of  Wellington.]  The  Earl  of 
Damley  declared  the  satisfaction  he  felt, 
when  he  found  that  the  illustrious  com- 
mander of  our  forces  on  the  continent  had 
been  raised  to  a  higher  title.  He  wished 
to  enquire  of  the  noble  earl  over  the  way, 
if  it  were  not  the  intention  of  his  Majes- 
ty's government  to  provide  also  the  means 
of  supporting  this  high  rank,  so  properly 
conferred  ?  ft  had  been  suggested  to  him, 
that  it  was  intended  to  bestow  an  addi- 
tional pension  for  that  purpose,  but  he 
felt  every  objection  to  the  propriety  of. 
such  a  provision ;  for  if,  instead  of  the 
noble  house  of  Blenheim,  and  its  ample 
domains,  a  pecuniary  payment  had  been 
granted  to  the  dulce  of  Marlborough,  by 
this  time  the  change  in  the  value  of  money 
would  have  rendered  the  compensation 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  dignity. 
He  trusted  ministers  would  propose  this 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  parliament. 
He  knew  that  House  was  not  immediately 
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the  place  for  its  first  consideration ;  but 
he  was  anxious  for  promoting  the  best  and 
most  suitable  provision  for  this  noble  in- 
dividual, with  whom  he  was  not  more  per- 
sonally connected  than  having  at  one  pe-' 
riod  pursued  his  studies  with  him  in  the 
same  school. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  could  assure  the 
noble  earl,  that  the  subject  to  which  he 
alluded  had  been  under  consideration ; 
and  most  probably  to-morrow,  or  on  the 
first  day  of  attendance  afterwards,  he 
should  receive  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent's  commands  to  make  a  com- 
munication to  their  lordships  of  the  mea- 
sures recommended  by  his  Royal  Highness 
for  that  purpose. 

Slave  Trade.]  Lord  Grenville,  anti* 
cipating,  as  he  had  already  said,  no  op« 
position  firom  any  quarter  to  the  proposition 
which  he  was  now  about  to  submit  to  their 
lordships,  he  trusted  that  this  persuasion 
would  be  accepted  as  his  excuse  for 
omitting  to  urge  to  such  extent  and  with 
such  earnestness  as  should  otherwise 
have  done,  a  point  in  the  snecess  of  which 
he  felt  so  deep  an  interest.  He  had  on 
former  occasions  apologized  for  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  he  had  pressed  the  mea- 
sure of  the  abolition,  when  many  'Were  ad? 
verse  to  its  adoption.  Now  when  parlia- 
ment and  the  country  were  unanimous  in 
its  favour,  'unanimous  in  the  wish  (hat  it 
should  be  extended  to  the  whole  civilised 
world,  he  need  not  state  at  length  the  mo- 
tives and  reasons  why  be  was  desirous 
that  their  lordships  should  accede  to  a  re-^, 
solution  which  had  for  its  object  the  effec- 
tuating of  that  which  they  were  all  so 
anxious  to  see  accomplished. 

When  he  had  originally  proposed  tha 
abolition  of  that  stain  upon  the  national 
character,  one  great  argument  against  it 
was  this,  that  other  nations,  after  we  had 
abandoned  it,  would  carry  it  on  to  equal 
or  much  greater  extent;  and  that  we*. 
without  gaining  any  thing  for  Africa, 
would  be  the  dupes  of  our  own  misap- 
plied and  impolitic  humanity.  .  It  had 
been  said,  that  we  ought  first  to  apply  to 
other  nations,  to  secure  their  concurrence, 
and  then  by  a  simultaneous  measure  abo- 
lish the  trade  fill  over  the  world.  They 
had  argued  on  the  other  hand,  that  di- 
rectly the  opposite  course*  was  the  best  for 
this  country  to  pursue.  .  If  application 
had  been  made  to  other  powers  before,  the 
answer  might  have  been,  "  if  you  believe 
that  this  traffic  is  nnjast  and  impolitic,  act 
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npotk  your  own  cotivictlon.  If  you  your- 
selves are  persuaded  that  its  continuatioD 
is  against  the  safety  of  your  colonies^  try 
th6  experiment,  and  then  come  and  make 
the  proposal  for  this  general  and  corapre- 
hensire  scheme  of  humanity/'  He  tdid 
not  know  how  ministers  could  have  said 
that  the  legislature  thought  this  traffic 
contrary,  to  ju^ice,  sound  policy,  and  re- 
ligion, and  yet  confess  that  they  were 
afraid  to  execute  their  own  duty  till  others 
executed  their' s.  He  was  hfippy  that  now 
DO  such  answer  could  be  given.  They  had 
now  the  proud,  the  consoling  reflection, 
that  that  bad  been  found  most  consonant 
to  sound  policy  which  was  most  consist- 
ent with  justice  and  humanity.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  existence  of  some  of 
our  colonies  would  be  endangered,  and 
that  the  negroes  there  would  be  in  a  much 
worse  condition  than  before.  But  our 
colonies  were  safe;  and  the  agents  of 
those  very  colonies — he  spoke  it  to  their 
honour, — were  now  ready  to  confess,  that 
the  condition  of  the  negroes  had  been  much 
improved  by  the  measure.  They  had 
been  told,  that  certain  of  our  commercial 
cities  would  be  ruined  by  the  abolition  ; 
but  now  the  representatives  of  those  very 
cities,  be  spoke  it  to  their  honour,  were 
the  most  forward  to  applaud  this  great  act 
of  justice,  and  even  to  $tate  the  benefits 
which  they  had  derived  from  it.  When 
they  now,  therefore,  applied  to  foreign 
nations,  they  could  say,  that  the  interest 
of  this  country  had  not  been  injured  by 
the  abolition.  Need  he  ask,  whether  our 
GQpmerce  had  been  annihilated  ?  Wbe* 
ther  our  prosperity  and  naval  strength  had 
been  injured  ^  No.  They  could  now  say, 
that  the  experiment  had  been  tried,  and 
that  the  commerce  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  existed  notwithstandiog  the  abo- 
litiona  Nay,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
country  stood  in  its  present  proud  and 
happy  situation,  because  it  had  abolished 
the  Slave  Trade.  That  was  his  conviction, 
and  God  forbid  that  he  should  be  afraid 
thus  publicly  to  own  it.  We  should  then 
address  ourselves  to  foreign  nations,  not 
calling  on  them  to  share  our  dangers,  not 
to  Uke  part  in  our  sacrifices;  but,  by 
sharing  in  a  great  act  of  justice,  share,the 
high  advantages  that  must  accrue  to  all 
nations  from  justice,  manly,  pure,  vigorous 
justice. 

If  it  were  asked,  what  tight  hact  we  to 
interfere  with  the  duties  of  other  nations, 
or  enquire  into  their  modes  of  conducting 
their  own  commerce,  wu  not  the  answer 

(VOL^XXVIl.) 


May  5,  1814. 


[658 


plain,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  right  in  one' 
nation  to  demand  from  another  a  deference 
to  its  own  regulations,  here  the  right  waa 
manifest.  If  a  great  act  of  oar  legislature 
were  justified  to  ourselves;  ,if  we  Allowed 
op  that  act  in  contradiction  to  oar  owq 
immediate  profit ;  if  interests  loftier  thaa 
human  profit  were  consulted  by  us,  and 
yet  liable  to  perpetual  impediment  by 
the  practices  of  other  nations,  then  wa 
had  an  undoubted  right  to  require  thai 
our  objects  should  be  impeded  no  longer. 
We  had  already,  however,  pledged 
ourselves  to  this  conduct;  we  had  al- 
ready called  on  the  Prince  Regent  to 
represent  our  wishes 'in  the  expedient 
quarters,  and  efforts  had  actually  been' 
made  for  the  purpose.  It  was  most  cala* 
mitous  that  those  efforts  had  been  hitherto 
ineffectual.  He  (lord  Grenville)  felt  the 
ground  he  was  treading  here ;  he  felt  the 
invidiousness  of  touching  on  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  abroad;  but  to 
deal  with  the  question  in  generalities  waa 
to  do  it  injury.  There  were  some  coun- 
tries in  which  the  Slave  Trade  had  perished 
from  circumstances  :  here  the  Slave  Trade 
was  practically  abolished  from  the  nature 
of  the  war.  But  its  principal  support  was 
in  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 
In  the  Spanish  dominions,  it  was  carried 
on  chiefly  with  British  capital ;  in  the 
Portuguese  both  by  British  and  native. 
Were  Englishmen  to  be  permitted  to  abuse 
the  laws  of  their.  couQtry  under  friendly 
flags  ?  and  that  under  the  flags  of  nationg 
with  whom  England  should  possess  by  her 
services  the  highest  influence?  AM  this 
had  been  acknowledged.  An  article  had 
been  even  inserted  in  a  treaty  with  Por« 
tugal,  by  which  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  of  that  kingdom  avowed  his 
full  conviction  of  the  injustice ,  and  imr 
policy  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  further  assign- 
ing the  danger  of  admitting  a  factitious 
and  alien  population  into  bis  American 
dominionsi  A  clause,  indeed,  had  found 
its  way  into  the  heart  of  the  treaty,  dero- 
gatory, in  no  slight  degree,  from  the  prin* 
ciple  stated  above ;  and  he  must  allow  he 
felt  much  more  inclined  to  rely  on  the 
preamble  than  on  any  subsequent  clause  ; 
or  perhaps  he  might  more  strictly  say,  he 
relied  on  the  justice  of  his  Royal  Highness. 
He  felt  unwilling  to  speak  his  full  feelings 
on  this  subject :  be  was  reluctant  to  say 
any  thing  that  might  be  unbecoming  a 
British  member  of  parliament.  But  it 
would  be  absurd  to  hesitate  in  saying,  that 
Portufi^al  owed  much  io  the  protection  of 
(2U) 
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Britain :  nay»  tbat^  vtider  Heaven,  she 
owed  her  very  exiitence  to  the  protnpt 
and  Tigoroas  services  of  Britain :  and  then 
was  it  to  be  still  said,  that  we  shoald 
not  call  upon  her  to  second  our  efibrts  for 
the  termination  of  a  traffic  that  was  a  na- 
tional crime  ?  Yet  Portugal,  in  spite  of  all 
former  remonstrances,  had  not  only  per- 
sisted in  sustaining  this  traffic,  but  was 
even  ac  this  moment  preparing  to  swell  it 
10  an  extent  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  this  goihy  commerce,  and  altogether 
•hocking  to  humanity.  An  edict  had  been 
put  into  his  hands,  dated  Nov.  90,  1813, 
almost  the  latest  date  that  had  reached  this 
country^  containing  not  only  no  symp- 
toms of  abolition,  but  of  an  immense  and 
terrible  augmentation  of  the  traffic.    The 
iiubstance  of  this  edict  was,  that  his  Royal 
Highness,  taking  into  consideration  the 
State  of  population  in  his  Sooth  American 
dominions,  and  seeing  ita  inadequacy  for 
the  neccHary  improvement  of  that  great 
territory,  not  merely  for  the  opening  of 
the  country  by  roads,  causeways,  and 
canals,  but  for  the  working  of  the  mines, 
the  cultivation  of  the  spices,  and  other 
precious  productions,  and    also   for  the 
manufactures  which  might  be  necessary 
to  the  future  opulence  and  comfbrt  of  his 
dominions,    did,  in  consequence  of  the 
tirgent  necessity  of  the  case,  allow  and 
permit  the  further  importation  of  slaves 
from  the  coast  of  Africa.    This  (said  lord 
Gfenville)  was  an  instrument  on  Whose 
construction  there  could,  fortunately   or 
unfortunately,  be  no  doubt.    Here  was  no 
idle  disguise ;  it  was  all  plain  and  palpa* 
ble;  an  avowed  and  undisguised  determi* 
nation  to  push  the  traffic  of  slaves  to  an 
extent  that  might  be  considered  unlimited. 
It  was  not  to  supply  the  first  wanu  of  so- 
ciety ;    not  merely  to  break  open  roada 
land  smooth  the  great  internal  channels  of 
communication ;  it  was  not  to  supply  those 
labours  of  which  the  other  population 
might  be  incapable ;  not  for  the  explora- 
ti6n  of  the  mines,  but  for  the  most  remote 
wants  of  society,  even  for  the  supply  of 
its  manufactures.    He  would  turn  to  their 
lordships,  and  ask  them,  what  limits  were 
here  assignable  to  this  guilty  trade ;    to 
what  degree  it  must  be  pushed  to  fill  the 
wants  of   that  country,  considering  the 
enormous  extent  of  territory,  and  the  pre- 
sent state  of  that  territory.    The  principle 
was  here  avowed,  and  our  duty  was  inevi- 
table.   If  we  desired  to  abolish  the  Slave 
Trade,  we  must  meet  this  measure  and 
this  avi^wal :  we  most  meet  it,  too,  with 
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higher  and  more  influential  arguments  than 
we  had  used  before.     (Hear,  hear,  firom 
the  dukes  of  Sussex  and  Gloucester.)    If 
not,  we  must  abandon  all  our  objecu ;  we 
must  give  up,  as  a  dream,  the  hope  we  had 
once  felt  oT  seeing,  in  our  life-time,  the  ' 
day  on  which  there  should  be  no  sale  of 
slaves  throughout  the  world.      He  most 
speak  out ;   Portugal  owed  not  ohiy  her 
temporary  protection,  but  her  actual  ex- 
istence, to  England ;  and  it  was  not  to  be 
endured,  that  under  the  coverture  of  a  flag 
which  owed  its  security  to  ns,  our  laws 
should  be  violated.    If  it  were  bis  object 
to  work  upon  the  feelings  of  the  House,  he 
would  have  only  to  detail  )he  mockery  of 
justice,  and  of  all  feeling,  contained  in'tbe 
commencement  of  every  paragraph ;  be- 
ginning as  they  did,  with  the  most  specious 
and  formal  provisions  of  mercy,  and  re- 
gularly terminating  in  tiew.  conditions  of 
slavery.     He  hoped  their  lordships  wooid 
not  suffer  this  opportunity  to  pass  away  : 
but  if  they  wished  their  opinion  to  be  of 
any  effect ;    if  they  wished  the  language 
which  they  were  now  to  hold  to  ihtir 
prince,  and  to  Europe,  to  be  followed  np 
by  consequences  worthy  of  their  feeling 
and  their  wisdom ;    if  they  Wished  to  be 
heard  by  their  prince,  their  address  must 
be  distinct  and  firm,  and  liable  to  no  ambi- 
guity.    If  it  were  not  to  be  so,  they  must 
spare  him  thie  pain  of  taking  any  share  in 
it;    or,  what  was  of  more  importance, 
thev  should  spare  themselves  the  regret 
of  havmg  feebly  done  what  was  worthy 
of  all  the  vigour  of  man.    Things  roust  be 
done  as  they  had  been  already  done.   Sti- 
pulations had  been  procured,  arrangements 
entered  into  with  great  solemnity ;  all  the 
forms  of  regulation  had  been  proposed ; 
and  yet  in  the  face  of  aH,  a  system  was 
going  to  commence  to  which  all  that  was 
perpetrated   before   was  feeble.     There 
must  be  a  change  In  the  mode  of  applica- 
tion to  foreign  powers.    He  would  off^r  an 
address.     Thh  was  not  levelled  against 
any  particular  court,  but  referred  to  thie 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  abolition  by 
all.     All  our  efforts  most  be  ineffectual 
while  we  gave  the  privilege  of  carrying  on 
the  trade  to  foreign  flags.      We  had  no 
alternative:  if  we  chose  to . follow  ap  our 
own  laws,  we  must  resist  those  practices 
eVen  at  the  hazard  of  hostilities  with  those 
flags.     The  interest  of  our  own  colonies 
was  even  involved.     The  trade  which^ 
while  liable  to  pariiament,  might  be  kept 
in  certain  politic  limits,  teem^  with  pofU 
ticill  dangers  when  it  was  given  over  to  tfao 
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clandesUne  todostry  of'ibreigners.  This 
WM  tht  noioeiit,  the  most  favourable  of  all 
moqneotSf  for  the  establishment  of  this 
noble  measure.  .The  sovereigns  of  Europe, 
.those  who  ^ere  the  arbiters  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  human  happiness,  were  now 
collected,  animated  with  anew  spirit;  and 
the  question  which  involved  this  vast  por- 
tion of  the  human  race,  would  be  thus  sub- 
mitted, not  at  once,  to  suspicious,  jealous, 
and  cpntradictory  interests,  but  to  one 
sreat  congress  of  powers  who  had  exhi- 
bited the  highest  qualities  of  peace  and 
war. 

His  lordship  concluded  by  mo? ins  the 
following  Address  to  his  royal  hignness 
the  Prince  Regent : 

<'  To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent— The  Humble  Address  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness; 

'^  Relying  with  perfect  confidence  on 
the  solemn  assurances  received  by  par- 
liament in  1 806  and  1810,  th^t  his  Majesty's 
government  would  employ  every  proper 
means^  to  obtain  a  convention  of  the  powers 
€>f  Europe,  for  the  immediate  and  uni- 
versal Abolition  of  the  African  Slave  Trade 
—we  most  humbly  and  earnestly  represent 
to  your  Royal  Highness,  that  the  happy 
smd  glorious  events  which  promise  the 
general  paci6cation  of  Christendom,  the 
present  union  and  assembly  of  its  greatest 
sovereigns,  and  the  great  and  generous 
principles  which  they  proclaim  as  the 
rule  of  their  conduct,  afiord  a  most  auspi- 
cious opportunity  for  interposing  the  good 
oflices  oT  Great  Britain  to  accomplish  the 
above  noble  purpose^  with  the  weight 
which  belongs  to  h«r  rank  among  nations, 
to  the  services  which  she  has  rendered  to 
European  independence,  and  to  the  una- 
nimous and  zealous  concurrence  of  her 
parliament  and  people. 

'^  We  feel  ourselves  authorized  by  our 
own  abolition  of  this  trade,  of  the  guilty 
profita  «f  which  we  enjoyed  the  hu-gest 
fihare,  by  the  fellowship  of  civilization,  of 
religion,  and  even  of  common  humanity, 
to  implore  the  other  members  of  the  com- . 
monwealth  of  Europe  to  si^alize  the  re- 
flM>ration  of  its  order  and  security,  by  the 
|Mrohit>Uion  of  this  detestable  commerce, 
the  common  stain  of  the  Christian  name ; 
a  system  of  crimes  by  which  the  civilized 
pittfessors  of  a  henencent  religion  spread 
depoLatioii»apd  perpetnal  barbarism,  among 
helplfii  aavageii  whom  they  are  bouid  by 


the  most  sacred  obligations  of  duty  to  pro- 
tect, to  instruct,  and  to  reclaim. 

"  We  humbly  represent  to  your. Royal 
Highness,  that  the  high  rank  which  this 
kingdom  holds  among  maritime  and  co- 
lonial states,  imposes  a  very  serious  duty 
upon  the  British  government  at  this  im« 
portent  juncture.  Unless  we  interpose 
with  effect  to  procnte  a  general  abolition, 
the  practical  result  of  uie  restoration  of 
peace  will  be  to  revive  a  traffic  which  w^ 
have  prohibited  as  a  crime,  to  open  the 
sea  to  swarms  ot  piratical  adventurers,  who 
will  renew  and  extend  on  the  shores  of 
Africa  the  scenes  of  carnage  and  rapine 
in  a  great  measure  suspended  by  maritime 
hostilities:  and  the  peace  of  Christendom 
will  kindle  a  thousand  ferocious  wa^ 
among  wretched  tribes  ignorant  of  our 
quarrels  and  of  our  very  name. 

''  The  nations  who  have  owed  the  secu- 
rity of  their  navigation  to  our  friendship, 
and  whom  we  have  beep  happy  enough  tp 
aid  in  expelling  their  pppressors,  and  main* 
taining  their  independence,  cannot  listep 
without  respect  to  our  voice  raised  in  tbip 
cauae  of  justice  and  humanity.  Among 
the  great  states,  till  of  late  our  enemies, 
maritime  hostility  has  in  fact  abolished  the 
trade  for  20  years.  No  interest  is  engaged 
in  it ;  and  the  legal  permission  to  carry  it 
on  would  practically  be  a  new  establish- 
meut  of  it,  after  the  complete  develope- 
ment  of  its  horrors. 

"  We  humbly  trust,  that  in  the  moral 
order  by  which  pivine  Providence  admi- 
nisters the  government  of  the  world,  this 
great  act  of  atonement  to  Africa  maf 
contribute  to  consolidate  the  safety,  and 
prolong  the  tranquillity  6f  Europe;  th^t 
the  nations  may  be  taught  a  higher  respect 
for  justice  and  humanity  by  the  example 
of  their  sovereigns;  and  that  a  treaty 
sanctified  by  such  a  disinterested  anfl 
sacred  stipulation  may  be  more  profoundly 
reverenced,  and  more  religiously  observed, 
than  even  the  most  equitable  compacts  for 
the  regulation  of  power,  or  the  distriba- 
tion  of  territory.'* 

The  Addrese  was  agreed  to,  nem.  dis. 
and  ordered  to  be  presented  by  the  lords 
with  white  staves. 


HOUSE  OFCOMMONa 

Thursdi^,  May  5. 
Papers  ablating  to  thb  Count^b-R^- 
TOLUTioN  AT  Pabis.]    The  following  Pa- 
pers were  preaent^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed:  ^ 
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1.  Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  the  Earl 
Batnurst  to  the  Marquess  of  Welling- 
ton; dated,  9th  April  1814:  One 
Enclosure: — (Dispatched  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  the  Baron  de  Mootalatnbert^ 
AprilQih^lSU.) 

Downing-streety  dth  April  ISli. 

My  lord  ;  If  your  lordship  shall  not 
:  have  signed  an  armistice,  in  consequence 
of  the  Counter- ReTolotioni  which  has 
taken  place  at  Paris,  before  this  dispatch 
shall  reach  you,  you  will  consider  yourself 
as  authorized  to  do  so,  if  your  lordship 
shall  deem  it  expedient  for  the  cause  in 
which  we  are  embarked ;  always  taking 
t;are  that  the  principles  upon  which  it  is 
founded  shall  be  such  as  to  secure  to  you  a 
safe  and  direct  communication  wrth  this 
country,  even  in  the  event  of  hostilities 
being  renewed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  copy 
of  a  letter,  which  I  have  addressed  to  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
directing  them  to  take  off  the  blockade  of 
all  ports  and  places  in  France,  which  shall 
hoist  the  Bourbon  flag,  and  declare  for 
peace  with  this  country  and  our  Allies. 

If  upon  communication  of  thte  intelli* 
gence  of  the  Counter- Revolution  at  Paris 
to  the  commandant  of  Bayonne  (in  case 
that  fortress  should  continue  to  hold  out) 
the  commandant  should  not  be  witling  to 
inarch  out,  or  to  hoist  the  white  flag,  you 
will  direct  sir  John  Hope  to  consent  to  an 
armistice  for  a  given  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  commandant  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  such  intelligence ;  provided 
be  shall  consent  to  march  out  or  to  hoist 
the  white  flag  at  the  expiration  of  the 
given  time,  upon  being  satisfied  of  the 
truth. of  the  intelligence, which  sir  John 
Hope  will  have  been  enabled  to  commu- 
nicate to  him.     1  have,  &c.       Bathurst. 

To  Field  Marshal  the  Marquess 
of  Wellington,  K.  G.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Immediate. 


(Enclosure.) 


War  Department,  9th  April  181 4. 
Sir;  I  am  directed  by  earl  Bathurst,  to 
desire  you  will  acquaint  the  lords  commis- 
sioners' of  the  Admiralty,  that  intelligence 
has  been  received  this  morning,  by  which 
It  is  known  that  the  town  of  Dunkirk  has 
displayed  the  white  flag,  and  has  pro- 
fessed sentiments  of  friendship  towards 
Great  Britain  and  her  Allies ;  and  you  will 
move  their  lordships  to  give  orders,  that 
^e  blockade  of  Dunkirk  should  bo  sus- 


pended immediately  ;  and  generally,  that 
whatever  ports  in  France  shall  declare  for 
the  cause  of  the  Bourbon  family,  and  for 
peace  with  this  country,  should  be  relieved 
immediately  frons  the  naval  blockade. 
I  am,  &c.  H.  E.  Bunbvrt. 

J.  W.  Croker,  Esquire,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

2.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Earl  Bathurst 

to  Field    Marshal   the    M  irquess  of 
Wellington,  K.  c;  dated,  Downing- 
street,  9(h  April   1814:  5  P.  M.— 
(Dispatched   by  Lieut.  Colonel   the 
Baron  de  Montalambert,  April  9th, 
1814.) 
*'  Since   I  wrote  my  dispatch   of  this 
morning,  which  is  sent  under  a  flying  seal 
to  sir  John  Hope,  a  messenger  has  arrived 
from  Paris,  with  dispatches  of  the  7tb  in* 
stant.     The  declaration  of  the  army  in 
favour  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  an^l  the 
al>dtcation  of  Buonapart6,  will  probably 
have    caused    a    cessation    of   hostilities 
throughout  France.     But  isolated   garri* 
sons,  and  obstinate  individuals,  may  still 
resist ;  and  I  therefore  still  send  my  dis- 
patch of  this  day,  in  case  the  conduct  of 
the  commandant  of  £ayonne  should  make 
it  necessary  to  act  upon  these  instructions* 
I  send  the  dispatch  under  a  flying  seal 
through  sir  John  Hope,  conceiving  that 
your  lordship  may  be  distant  from  Bayonne* 
and  that  he  may  find  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity  of  communicating  with   the  go- 
vernor or  garrison,  before  he  could  re- 
ceive your  lordship's  further  instructions/' 

3.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Bun- 
bury  tp  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John 
Hope,  K.  B.  dated.  War  Department, 
London,    April    9th,    1814.— (Dis- 

eatched  by  Liieutenant  Colonel  the 
taron  de  Montalambert.    April  9th, 
1814.) 

April  9th,  1814. 
Dear  Sir;  Lord  Bathurst  is  so  much 
hurried,  that  he  has  desired  me  to  write  to 
you,  making  at  the  same  time  his  apolo* 
logics  for  not  writing  himself.  The  ac- 
companying dispatch,  addressed  to  lord 
Wellington,  is  sent  under  a  flying  seal,  in 
order  that  you  may  peruse  it,  and  act  upon 
that  part  which  relates  to  a  communica- 
tion with  the  commandant  of  Bayonne,  if 
circumstances  make  it  advisable  that  yoa 
should  do  so,  without  waiting  for  further 
instructions  from  lord  Wellington.  Lien- 
tenant  colonel  the  Iraron  de  Monulambert 
will  then  carry  on  the  dispatch,  and  such 
other  communications  as  you  may  wish  lo 
make,  to  his  lordship's  head  qnarten. 
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You  will  also  reccife  from  the  Baron  a 
pacquet,  containtng  printed  extracts  froin 
the  Moniteurs,  which  detail  the  proceed- 
ings at  Paris  ap  to  the  3d  instant,  incln- 
sive ;  and  the  Declaration  of  the  Senate, 
that  the  allegiance  of  the  French  people 
and  armies  was  no  longer  due  to  Baona- 
part6  or  his  family.  In  case  the  com- 
mandant of  Bayonne  should  refuse  to 
treat,  you  may  find  these  papers  useful  in 
making  known  the  Counter-ReTolotion  at 
Paris  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his 
garrison.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  £.  BUNBURT. 

To  Lieut.  General  Sir  John  Hope^ 
K.  B.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Corn  Laws.]  Sir  H.  Parnell  moved 
that  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Corn 
Laws  should  now  be  resumed. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  that  the  Speaker  should  not  leave  the 
chair ;  and  was  proceeding  to  speak ;  when 
'  The  Speaker  »h\d,  that  one  or  two  ques- 
tions of  form  were  to  be  attended  to  be- 
'  fore  the  right  bon.  gentleman  could  go  on 
to  argue  on  such  a  question. 

Mr.  Protheroe  appealed  to  the  candour 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  whether  it  was  proper 
to  bring  on  ihe  question  then. 

The  speaker  here  interrupted  the  hon. 
gentleman.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
question,  whether  the  debate  be  now  re- 
sumed, should  be  disposed  of  before  the 
debate  could  be  commenced. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  that  the  question 
which  be  meant  to  put  to  the  candour  of 
the  hon.  baronet  was,  whether  he  thought 
it  proper  that  the  debate  should  be  then 
resumed.  On  Monday  last,  when  the 
'  hon.  baronet  had  moved  for  the  resump- 
tion of  the  debate,  it  appeared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  that  it  was  post- 
poned in  order  to  give  time  to  consider 
the  resolutions ;  and  that  two  da vs  were 
little  enough  for  that  purpose,  'f  he  hon. 
baronet  had  therefore  postponed  the  de- 
bate till  Thursday,  in  order  to  have  the  re- 
solutions printed.  They  had  not  been 
delivered  to  members  until  that  morning, 
and  they  were  now  called  on  to  discuss 
the  subject  after  only  a  few  hours  consi- 
deration. Indeed,  for  his  own  part,  hav- 
ing been  engaged  all  the  morning  in  pri- 
vate committees,  he  had  not  had  time  to 
consider  them  at  all.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  really  to  be  wished 
that  the  House  might  have  at  least  two 
days  to  think  upon  we  subject,  before  they 
if^re  called  on  to  decide  on  the  price  at 
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which  the  people  of  England  were  to  eat 
their  bread. 

Sir  H.  Parnell  replied,  that  any  gentle- 
man who  read  the  resolutions,  must  see 
that  the  alterations  proposed  in  them  were 
of  stich  a  nature  as  to  be  comprehended 
with  ease.  He  hoped  also  he  might  be 
allowed  to  observe,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  a  new  subject  to  the  House. 
Notices  had  been  given  on  the  subject  at 
each  adjournment  of  the  House  for  recess. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
proposed  regulations  which  would  at  all 
fix  the  price  at  which  the  people  of  £ag- 
laud  were  to  eat  their  bread. 

The  question  for  resuming  the  debate 
was  then  put  and  carried. 

Sir  H.  Parnell  then  moved,  that  the  first 
Resolution,  viz.  **  That  it  is  expedient 
that  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  meal, 
malt  and  flour,  from  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  should  be  permitted  at 
all  times,  without  the  payment  of  any  duty, 
and  without  receiving  any  bounty  what- 
ever,'* be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  question  having  been 
put, 

Mr.  Rose*  said : 

Sir;  as  far  as  the  Resolutions  now 
moved  by  the  hon.  baronet  differ  from 
those  he  brought  forward  last  year,  they 
are  in  some  degree  les^s  exceptionable; 
but  1  hope  to  be  able  to  shew,  that  the 
adoption  uf  these  would  be  seriously  inju- 
rious to  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
and  that  no  proceeding  of  any  sort  should 
be  founded  on  the  Report  made  last  year. 

One  of  these,  to  allow  the  exportation 
of  corn  at  all  times,  without  any  restraint 
firhatev«:r,  is  offered  to  us,  without  even  a. 
mention  of  it  in  the  Report.  I  will  there- 
fore make  some- observations  upon  it,  be- 
fore I  proceed  to  comment  on  that  paper, 
on  which  the  House  is  now  called  upon  to 
proceed. 

This  resolution  is  not  for  the  repeal  of 
one  of  those  laws  that  has  long  been 
dormant  in  our  statute  book,  without  hav- 
ing been  called  into  notice,  but  is  at  once 
to  do  away  a  system  very  long  since  esta- 
blished, and  invariably  acted  upon  for 
more  than  four  centuries  and  a  half. 

The  first  prohibition  of  the  export  of 
corn  to  t>e  found  in  our  statutes  is  in  the 
34th  £dw.  3d,  1360;  ami  from  that  time 
to  the   present,  tiiere  bas  not  been  one 


*  From  the  original  edition  printed  for 
T.  Cadell  and  W.  Davies,  Strand ;  and  J. 
Hatchard,  Piccadilly. 
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reign  in  which  thai  principle  bat  not  been 
recognized,  by  some  parliamentary  pro» 
ceeding^  with  the  exception  of  thosa  of 
Eclw.  5th  and  Richard  ad,  who  together 
were  not  opon  the  throne  tvo  yean  and  a 
ball :  and  we  are  new  de<ired,  on  the  sole 
authority  of  the  boo.  baronet,  to  adopt  an 
entirely  new  principle,  without  a  auggct- 
tion  having  been  ofl&red  in  favour  of  it 
from  any  qearter  whatever.  It  perhaps 
may  be  fit  that  we  should  abandon  a 
aystem  acted  upon  for  more  than  450 
years,  and  sanctioned  by  the  wisest  and 
ipost  experienced  men  ever  since ;  but  it 
sterns  to  be  too  much  to  require  us  to  do 
4o  hastily,  and  to  put  to  hf^z^rd,  without 
full  enquiry,  the  subsistence  of  the  people, 
in  times  of  the  severest  calamity  and 
greatest  distress. 

With  proper  respect  for  the  talents  and 
judgment  of  the  hon.  baronet,  it  is  sorely 
not  too  much  to  expect,  that  be  would 
aSkr  to  oar  consideration^  in  a  matter  of 
aocb  infinite  importance)  something  more 
than  his  own  opinion.  In  the  Report  be- 
fore us*  such  as  I  shall  shew  it  to  be,  there 
is  not  a  syllable  that  has  an  allusion  to 
the  permission  for  allowing  corn  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  country  without  any  restraint, 
in  times  of  the  greatest  scarcity  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  there  proposed  to  act  on  the 
long-established  principle ;  and  prices  are 
projposed  for  the  regulations  of  the  export. 

The  remainder  of  the  resolutions  cer* 
tainly  arise  out  of  the  Report.  I  feel  it 
incumbent  on  me,  therefore,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  super- 
ficial view  taken  therein  of  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  of  the  inaccuracies 
vrhich  are  to  be  met  with,  nearly  through- 
out the  whole  of  it. 

The  subject  is  a  dry  one ;  but  as  it  af- 
fects all  descriptions  of  people  in  the  king- 
dom, I  trust  I  shall  be  permitted  to  go 
fully  into  it.  I  promise^  however  to  do 
that  with  as  little  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
House  as  I  can. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  pre- 
mise; that  I  should  hold  myself  inexcusa- 
ble if  I  were  to  convey  an  insinuation  that 
tlie  hon.  baronet  meant  to  mislead  the 
House  by  any  mis  statement :  a^^ertainty 
of  detection  must  have  prevented  such  an 
intention,  even  if  he  had  not  been  re- 
strained by  better  motives,  which  I  am 
persuaded  Invariably  govern  his  conduct. 
tie  most,  however,  permit  me  tosay,  that 
he  did  not  apply  such  a  degree  of  in- 
dustry on  the  occasion  as  is  required  frpm 
the  chairman  of  every  cojnAiittee  to  which 
an  inquiry  is  referred. 

^4 
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I  will  freely  confess*  that  at  no  time  in 
my  parliamentary  life  was  I  ever  so  astot- 
nisbed  as  at  the  proceeding  attemp^d  in 
the  last  session.  I  was  perhaps  struck  the 
more  forcibly  with  the  Resolutions*  thep 
proposed  by  the  hon.  baronet,  from  their 
bavij||  been -sudden  and  unexpected  to 
me;  for  I  had  not  the  remotest  appre- 
hension of  any  innovation  respecting  the 
com  laws  of  this  country  ffenerally,  till  I 
heard  the  resolutions  moved.  I  knew,  in- 
deed, that  a  congimittee  had  been  sitting 
respecting  corn,  of  which  the  hon.  baronet 
was  chairman ;  but  I  thought  the  enquiry 
related  only  to  some  internal  regulations 
in  Ireland,  never  having  heard,  by  any  ac- 
cident, that  a  revision  of  the  corn  acts  in 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in  the  other  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  was  in  contempla- 
tion. 

In  former  instances,  when  any  material 
alteration  was  intended  on  the  subject,  the 
proposals  were  brought  forward  early  ip 
the  session,  and  full  time  allowed  to  deli* 
berate  on  the  propositions. 

In  ms,  the  Bill  (^fter  proceedings  in 
the  committee)  was  read  the  first  time 
December  15th,  and  was  not  out  of  the 
House  till  the  2d  of  April  following. 

In  1791,  the  Bill  was  brought  in  De- 
cember the  1 6th;  and  it  did  not  pass  this 
House  till  the  27th  of  May  followmff. 

In  1804,  the  Report  was  printed  Hth 
of  May ;  and  the  Bill  was  passed  26th  of 
July. 

Whereas,  in  1813,  when  the  most  ex- 
traordinary alteration  ever  attempted  was 
brought  forward,  the  Resolutions  were  not 
moved  till  the  montli  of  June,  when  most 
of  the  country  gentlemen,  as  well  as  those 
connected  with  the  manufacturing  interests, 
had  left  town. 

And  in  the  present  session,  the  question 
is  not  even  stirred  till .  the  beginning  of 
May. 

I  should  have  thought  the  late  period  of 
the  last  session  would  have  been  a  sufficient 
reason  for  delay;'  and  on  that  ground 
alone  I  should  have  objected  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, even  if  I  bad  not  been  very  un- 
afiectedly  alarmed  at  the  proposal  of  a 
free  export  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstancesy  as  well  as  at  the  immense  in- 
crease of  prices,  till  which  importation 
was  to  have  been  allowed. 

But  when  I  looked  into  the  Report*  I 
felt  grfat  anxiety  that  it  should  not  be 
acjted  upon  at  all.  I  could  not  have  con- 
ceived It  possible,  before  the  Resolutions 

*  See  Vol.  26,  p.  659. 
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were  brooght  for#trd^  that  it  woald  have 
been  attempted  lo  increase,  to  an  extent 
qnite  anexampled,  the  priced  of  regulation ; 
in  some  instances,  on  such  avenn^nts,  and 
on  such  ef  idefice,  as  are  to  be  found  in 
that  Report ;  and  in  the  important  one 
above  alluded  to,  without  eten  a  mention 
of  it 

The  Report  sets  out  with  a  statement  of 
the  value  of  corh  imported  in  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  and  tiie  amount  of 
bounties  paid  thereupon ;  a  period  in 
which  circumstances,  unheard  of  till  then, 
occurred  to  raise  the  prices  unnaturally, 
which,  it  may  foe  hoped,  are  not  likely  to 
be  inflicted  upon  this  country  and  the 
world  again.  In  the  amount  of  bounties, 
too,  is  included  the  money  granted  to  in- 
demnify to  a  certain  extent  persons  who 
shall  import  corn  in  a  time  of  the  seyeresl 
distress  ever  known. 

On  the  ground  of  this  unexampled  and 
temporary  pressure^  we  are  desired  to  le- 
gislate permanently,  ind  to  regulate  fu- 
ture averages  according  to  prices,  freights, 
insurance,  and  other  charges>  beyond  all 
comparison  higher  than  were  ever  known, 
and  when  difficulties  were  interposed,  such 
as  had  at  no  former  time  ever  been  expe- 
rienced. 

The  committee  next  allege,  that  they 
have  examined  into  the  laws  which  from 
time  lo  time  have  beeti  made  for  regu« 
lating  the  corn  trade:  with  what  atten- 
tion and  accuracy  they  did  8o>  will  be 
judged  of  by  the  observations  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  make.  I  will  here  merely  ob- 
serve, that  they  refer  to  no  more  than 
•even  laws>  ooe  of  which  was  repealed ; 
these  will  be  found  to  bear  a  very  small' 
proportion  to  the  whole ;  the  total  number 
are  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  ; 
but  of  those,  thirty  are  from  the  Rolls' of 
parliament,  and  one  from  Scobell  in 
Cromwell's  time;  there  are,  however, 
nearly  thirty  that  are  well  worthy  of 
notice.f 

t  Acts,  &c.  respecting  the  Exporta- 
tion and  Importation  of  Cotn,  and 
such  as  have  relation  to  the  prices 
thereof.— [The  Acts,  ftc.  to  which 
this  mark  *  is  prefixed  appear  to  be 
moat  worthy  of  attention.] 
9225.  §  H.  3.  c.  25.  Only  one  mea- 
sure of  com  throughout  the  realm. 

1266.  51  H.  S.Stat.  6.    Modeof  ateer- 
taining  the  price  of  wheat,  by  which  the 
price  of  bread  shall  be  regulated. 
*ISI^  S  wd  9  Ed.  2.  Rot  Parlt  Vol. 
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It  is  lay  intention  to  observe  upon  tbe 
Report  in  tbe  order  in  which  the  points 
occur. 

With  reipect  to  what  is  said  of  the  im* 
provement  of  agriculture  in  Ireland,  I  de* 
cline  entering  into  any  detail,  not  under- 
standing tbe  subject ;  but  I  am  ready  to 
concur  most  heartily  in  any  proposal  for 
the  attainment  of  that  object ;  such  a  mea«» 
sure  (if  any  is  wanting)  may,  I  trust,  be 
accomplished  without  endangering  much 
mischief  to  the  whole  empire. 

The  first  instance  the  conimittee  give  of 
their  deep  research  into  those  laws,  which 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made  for  re* 
gulating  the  corn  trade,  exhibits  a  most 
extraordinary  misconception :  on  refer- 
ring to  the  15th  Ch.  2.  c.  7.  they  say,  that 
Act  gave  freedom  to  the  "  inland  corn 
trade^  and  perhaps  contributed  more,  both 
to  the  plentiful  supply  of  the  hoihe 
markets,  and  to  the  increase  of  tillage, 
than  any  other  law  on  the  statute  book." 
The  terms  and  provisions  of  this  Act  ara 
so  perfectly  plain  and  intelligible,  w  to 
render  it  inconceivable  how  they  cOuld 
have  been  mistaken.  Instead  of  giving 
freedom  to  tbe  transport  of  corn  in  the 
home  market,  it  actually  prohibits  tbe 
transport  of  grain  at  times  wheti  it  would 
be  most  important  that  it  shouki  be  fret^ 
namely,  when  the  prices  shall  be  high. 

Not  to  trust,  however,  to  my  own 
judgment  on  a  matter  so  perfectly 
plain  as  this>  let  us  see  what  the  commit- 
tee of  privy  council  for  the  afAkirs  of 
trade,  in  a  Report  presented  to  this  House 
in  1790,  say  respecting  that  same  Act; 
"The  ancient  Ikws  of  this  kingdom,  which 
by  a  false  policy  restrained  the  inland 
trade  of  corn,  have  in  general  been  repeal- 
ed. The  1 5th  Ch.  2,  c.  7,  which  does  not 
permit  the  buying  corn  to  sell  again,  and 
the  laying  it  up  in  granaries,  except  when 
the  several  sorts  of  com  are  below  certam 
prices  therein  mentioned,  is  the  ofilv  law  of 
this  description  which  will  now  be  found  in 
our  statute-book,  and  ougbt  certainly  net 

1.  340.  Proclamation  on  account  of  tbe 
scarcity  of  com,  that  no  wheat  shall  be 
used  in  the  brewery  :  on  a  petition  from 
Winchester. 

1524.  17  Ed.  2,  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  I.  45$. 
^Corn  may  be  exported  from  Ireland  into 
England,  on  security  that  it  shall  not  be 
carried  tp  the  Scotch  or  other  enemies. 

13S5.  9  Ed.  3,  c.  1.  Corn  may  be 
bought  and  sold  freely  throughout  the 
realm,  at  well  by  foretguers  as  denhBens.*-- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


671]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

lo  remain  there  any  longer.'^  Id  this  opi** 
nlon  the  legislature  concurred,  and  the 
Act  was  in  consequence,  repealed,  by  the 
S]9t  G.  3,  c.  SO,  sect.  2.  This  law,  there- 
fore, which  was  the  subject  of  the  high 

This  is  confirmed,  25  Ed.  5.  in  the  Rolls 
of  Parliament,  Vol.  2.  p.  231.  See  also 
Anno  1370. 

1330.  13  Ed.  3,  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  106. 
*V^riis  to  be  directed  to  sheriflT^,  and  to 
mayors,  &c.  at  the  sea  ports,  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  corn,  without  the  king's 
licence.  [In  this  year  there  is  an  entry 
in  the  Parliament  Roll  of  a  contract  by 
iperchants  of  Hull  and  Lynne  to  deliver  a 
quantity  of  wheat  at  9s.  a  quarter.  Rot. 
Pari.  Vol.  2.  p.  109.] 

1350.  Sut.  25  Ed.  3,  Stat.  5,  c.  10.  All 
measures  shall  be  according  to  the  king's 
standard,  and  the  quarter  of  corn  shall  be 
eight  bushels. 

♦1360.  Stat.  34.  Ed.  3.  c.  20.  Pro- 
hibits positively  the  exportation  of  grain, 
except  to  the  king's  possessions  in  France. 
— Repealed  by  21  Ja.  1.  c  28.  sect*  11. 

13d3.  37  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  277. 
^Proclamation  against  exporting  corn 
without  licence. 

1364.  38  Ed.  3.  Rot  Pari.  Vol.  2,  287. 
The  commons  in  the  north  pray  that  no 
corn  may  be  allowed  to  pass  the  Marches 
of  England  into  Scotland. 

1371.  45  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  305. 
*Corn  may  be  freely  bought  and  sold 
throughout  the  kingdom., 

1376.  50  Ed.  3.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  2,  350. 
*Corn  may  be  exported  when  not  pro* 
hibited  by  the  council. 

1378.  2  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  47. 
*Corn  may  be  bought  and  sold  by  natives 
and  by  merchants  aliens  wholesale  or  by 
retail  in  any  part  of  the  realm  freely. 
,  •1382.  6  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  HI, 
and  396.  No  corn  to  be  exported  except 
to  Berwick,  and  to  the  king's  possessions 
in  France,  on  forfeiture  of  the  grain  and 
vessel,  without  licence  from  the  council : 
and  those  who  shall  have  licence,  to 
produce  proof  of  their  having  conformed 
thereto. 

1383.  7  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  164.. 
Corn  shall  not  be  sent  into  Scotland,  either 
by  laud  or  water,  without  a  special  licence 
from  the  king. 

1389.  13  Rich.  2.  Ror.  Pari.  Vol.  3.  269. 
Horse  provender  to  be  charged  according 
to  the  price  of  corn. 

1 390.  1 4  Rich.  2.  Rot.  Pari  Vol.  3, 28 1 . 
The    Commons  pray  that  proclamation 
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eologiom  of  the  committee^  fortunately 
exists  no  longer. 

In  referring  to  the  average  pprices,  the 
committee  are  equally  unfortunate ;  they 
state  the  average  of  the  twenty  years  pre- 
«i.»»  '■■■■- 1  ■ '  I  ill  , 

may  be  made  for  the  due  observance  of 
the  Statute  of  Measures;  and  that  the 
houses  of  brewers  and  others  who  buy  corn 
by  the  measure  of  nine  bushels  instead  of 
eight,  may  be  searched  for  false  mea- 
sures. 

1391.  Stat.  15  Rich.  2..  r.  4.  Corn  to 
be  sold  only  by*  the  quarter  of  eight 
bushels. 

1391.  Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  291.  The  same 
provision. 

Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  4,  p.  14.  The  same 
provision. 

*Rot.  Pari.  Vol.  3,  p.  455.  2  H.  4;  493. 
4  H.  4;  546.  6  H.  4;  568.  7  H.  4;  612. 
9  H.  4;  635.  11  H.  4;  648.  13  H.  4;  Vol. 
4,  p.  6.  1  H.  5;  16.  2  H.  5;  64.  3  H.  5; 
Vol.  5,  p.. 228.  31  H.  6;  508.  4  Ed.  4; 
Vol.  6,  p.  154.  14  Ed.  4;  238.  1  R.  3; 
269.  1  H.  7.  Corn  exempted  from  duty 
on  importation  in  all  these  acts  of  subsidy ; 
the  last  for  the  life  of  Henry  the  7th. 

*1393.  17  Ric.  2.  c.  7.  Permits  the 
exportation  of  corn,  on  payment  of  the 
subsidy:  no  limitation  of  prices;  but  the 
council  may  restrain  it  when  necessary. 

1425.  4  Hen.  6.  r.  5.  Almost  in  the 
same  words  as  the  preceding. 

*1436.  15  Hen.  6.  c.  2.  EsporUtion 
allowed  without  licence,  when  wheat  is 
6t.  8d>  a  quarter,  and  barley  Ss,  (This 
seems  to  have  established  the  principle  of 
regulating  the  export  by  price.)  20 
Hen.  6.  c.  6.  continues  this  for  10  years.— - 
23  Hen.  6.  c.  5.  makes  this  law  of  the  15th 
perpetual ;  reciting,  that  the  maritinoe 
counties  cannot  have  a  market  for  their 
corn,  unless  it  shall  be  allowed  to  be  car- 
ried by  sea. 

1463.  3  Ed.  4.  c.  2.  *Grain  not  to  be 
imported  when  wheat  does  not  exceed 
6s,  Sd.  rye  4«.  barley  3s.  (This  seems  to 
have  established  the  principle  of  regu- 
lating the  import  by  price.) — Repealed  by 
21  Ja.  1.  c.  28.  sect.  11. 

1496.  Stai.  12  Hen.  7.  c.  5.  Act  for 
weighu  and  measures,  provides  that  corn 
shall  be  sold  by  the  measure  of  eight  gallons 
to  the  bushel,  and  what  the  gallon  shall 
weigh  ;  and  that  all  other  gallons  shall  be 
broken. 

*1533.  25  Hen.  8.  c.  2.  Privy  Council 
to  regulate  the  prices  of  all  victuals.— 
1552^    ^  aiK^  6  Ed.  6.  c.  14^  against  en« 
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ceding  1 666,  to  hive  been  57t.  5|</.  and 
of  the  twenty  years  subsequent  to  that 
year,  to  have  been  46«.  Sd,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  "  Tracts  on  the  Corn  Trade.*'  It 
has  not  been  usual  for  conimittees  of  this 
House,  on  making  reports,    to   rely  on 


grossers,  altered  by  5  £liz.  c.  I2«  sect.  7. 

^15^2.  Stat.  5  and  6  Ed.  6.  c.  14.  sect. 
12.  Act  against  regraters :  allows  corn 
to  be  transported  freely  from  one  port  to 
another,  by  licence  from  three  justices; 
and  that  it  may  be  bought  up  and  en- 
grofsed  when  at  or  under  Oi.  ^d,  a  quarter. 
^-And  there  are  other  Acts  respecting 
licensing  dealers  in  corn. 

1554.  1  and  2  Ph.  and  M.  c.  5.  Pro- 
hibition to  export  without  licence,  except 
when  wheat  shall  not  exceed  6s,  8^.  rye  4i. 
and  barlev  3^. 

1558.  1  Eliz.  c.  1 1.  sect.  11.  Corn  may 
be  exported  from  Suffolk  and  Norfolk, 
when  the  prices  do  not  exceed,  wheat 
6t.  8i/.  rye  5$.  barley  3«.  4(/.  and  oats  2«. 

*1562.  5  Eliz.  c.  5.  sect.  26.  Expor- 
tation allowed  when  wheat  strati  not  exceed 
10«.  rye  8s.  barley  Qs.  Sd.  See  13  Eliz. 
c.  13. 

*1570.  13  Eliz.  c.  13.  from  the  original 
Roll.  Corn  may  be  exported  on  a  duty 
of  !«.  a  quarter  to  places  in  amity,  not  pro- 
hibited by  any  restraint  or  proclamation, 
in  square  rigged  vessels,  British-owned,  at 
such  times  as  the  prices  thereof  shall  be 
so  reasonable  and  mpderate  when  no 
prohibition  shall  be  made  either  by  the 
queen's  proclamation  or  by  order  of 
council,  or  by  order  of  judges  of  assize,  or 
at  the  quarter  sessions.  When  exported 
hereafter  by  special  licence,  and  not  under 
this  Act,  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter  en  wheat 

*1593.  35  Eliz.  c.  7.  sect  23.  Expor- 
tation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not  ex- 
ceed 20f.  on  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter. 
.  ♦1604.  1  Ja.  1.  c.  25.  sect  26.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not 
exceed  26s.  8d  on  a  duty  of  2s.  a  quarter; 
but  may  be  prohibited  by  proclamation, 
either  throof^hout  the  Iqngdom,  or  from 
any  part  of  it 

■  ♦1623.  21  Ja.  1.  c.  28.  sect..  3.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  the  price  of  wheat 
shall  not  exceed  $2s.  on  a  duty  of  2s.  a 
quarter ;  bo^  may  be  prohibited  by  pro- 
clamation. 

1627.  3  Ch.    1.  c.   4.  sect  24.    The 
tame  as  the  preceding. 
'    1656.   Cromwell's    Ordinances,    c    5. 
♦Cora  may  be  exported,  when  wheat  is 
not  aboTe  40f.  on  a  duty  of  Is.  a  bushel. 
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statements  from  pamphlets ;  and  we  hate 
here  a  proof  that  they  ought  not  to  do  so» 
in  this  case  such  reliance  has  led  th* 
committee  into  an  error,  on  which  the. 
House  might  have  been  induced  to  act. 
The  prices  appear  to  ha?e  been   taken 

♦1660.  12  Ch.  2.  c.  4.  sect  11.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  wheat  shall  noi 
exceed  40f.  on  a  duty  according  to  the 
rates  in  the  Schedules  to  the  Act.,  which 
appears  to  be  20s.  a  quarter  on  wheat. 

♦1663.  15  Ch.  2,  c  7.  sect  2.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  wheat  shall  not 
exceed  48i.  on  a  duty  of  5s.  ^. 

1670.  22  Ch.  2;c.  8,  and  22  and  23 
Ch.  2,  c.  12.  To  ascertain  the  measure  of 
corn  ;  to  be  only  the  Winchester,  bushel 
of  eight  gallons  throughout  the  kingdom* 

•j670.  22  Ch.  2,  c.  13,  sect  1.  Ex- 
portation allowed  on  payment  of  the  sub- 
sidies, although  the  prices  shall  be  higher 
than  those  stated  in  the  Act  15  Ch.  2,  oa 
payment  of  the  subsidy.— Aod  Importa- 
tion,  if  it  shall  not  exceed  5Ss,  4d.  on  a. 
duty  of  1 6f. ;  and  when  it  shall  exceed  that, 
^d  be  under  80f.  on  a  duty  of  Ss.  This 
Act  is  explained  by  5th  Geo.  2.  c.  12. 

1685.  1  Ja.  2,  c.  19.  Prescribes  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  prices  in  the  22d 
Ch.  2.  And  is  further  explained  by  2d 
Geo.  2,  c.  18,  and  5th  Geo.  2,  c.  12.  This 
Act  is  repealed  by  31  Geo.  3,  c.  20. 

*1688.  1  W.  and  M.  Stat  l,c,  12.  Ex- 
portation allowed  when  wheat  shall  be  at 
or  under  48«. ;  and  a  bounty  of  5s.  on 
wheat  when  exported.  (This  is  the  first 
instance  of  a  bounty.)  Repealed  by  3 1 
G.  3,  c.  30. 

1698.  10  W.  3,  c.  3.  ExporUtion  sus- 
pended. 

1699.  11  W.  3,  c.  1.  Bounty  suspend* 
ed  till  1709. 

*i70a  11  and  12  W.  3.  c.  20.  Duties 
on  grain  exported  to  cease. 

1709.  8  Ann.  c.  2.  Importation  sus^ 
pended  for  a  year. 

1732.  5  G.  2,  c.  12;  see  2  G.  2,  c.  18; 
To  explain  the  1st  of  Ja.  2,  c.  19»  and  22 
Cha.  2,  c.  13,  as  to  ascertaining  prices  of 
corn,  and  mode  of  export 

1738.  11  G.  2,  c.  22.  To  punish  per- 
sons who  shall  obatruct  the  exportation  ojt 
corn,  or  the  removal  of  it  from  one  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  another. 

1741.  14G.  2,c.  3;  1742.  15G.2,c. 
35.  Exportation  suspended. 

1757.  30G.  2,c.  I.  Ditto. 

1757.  30  G.  2,  c.  7.  Importation  duty- 
free. 

(2X) 
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ftom  an  acc^HiBt  kept  in  Eton  College  of 
tfrose  in  Windsor  market;  accordinff  to 
#hicli  tbey  are  correct;  butthe  prices  there 
Stated  are  of  the  biisbe!  of  nine  gallons, 
till  179^2,  when,  under  the  31st  6.  3,  c. 
50,  sect.  82,  the  measure  of  eight  bushels 

1757.  30  G.  2,  c.  t,and  9.  Exportation 
^ispended,  and  raiportation  allowed  in 
neutral  ships. 

'  1755.  5  G.  5,  c.  31:  To  dhconlinoc 
boanties  on' export,  and  duties  on  import. 

*  Ibid.  c.  32.  To  enable  the  king  to  pro- 
tiibit  the  export  for  a  limited  time. 

1776.  6  G.  3,  c.  3.  Importation  from 
America  duty-free. 

Ibid.  c.  5.  To  prohibit  the  Export. 

1767.  7.  G.  3,  c.  3.  Ditto,  and  to  stop 
distillation. 

*  Ibid.  c.  4.  American  com  free  of  duty. 
'  Ibid.  c.  5.    Importation  free  generally. 

^  Ibid.  c.  7.  Indemnity  for  order  in  coun- 
ti\  to  prohibit  ex|>ortation. 

Ibid.  c.  11.  Further  allowing  importa- 
tioB. 

Ibid.  c.  22.     Ditto. 

1763.  8  G.  3,  c.  I.  To  prohibit  the  ex- 
port,  and  stop  distillation. 

Ibid.  c.  2.     To  allow  importation,  &c. 

1769.  8  G.  3  ;  IstSess;  c.  I.  To  pro- 
hibit the  export,  and  allow  the  import,  and 
to  stop  the  distillation. 

1769.  8  G.  3,  2d  Sess.  c.  1.    Ditto. 

1770.  lOG.  3,  c.  I.     Ditto. 

Ibid.  c.  39.  Regulating  the  mode  of 
requiring  and  ascertaining  prices  of  grain. 
•^Repealed,  31  G.  3,  c.  30. 

1771.  11  G.  3,  c.  1.  To  prohibit  the 
export,  allow  the  import,  and  stop  the  dis^ 
lilfation. 

1772.  12  G.  3,  c.  1.  Ditto,  as  respects 
export  and  distillation. 

Ibid.  c.  33.    Allowing  importation. 

1773.  13  G.  3,  c.  1,  and  2:     Ditto. 
Ibid.  c.  3.     To  stop  the  export  and  dis^ 

filiation. 

*Ibid.  c,  43.  Prohlbiuthe  export  when 
wbeat  shall  be  above  4'1«.  and'  import  al- 
lowed when  at  or  above  435.  on  a  duty  of 
6d,  and  wiien  wheat  shall  be  under  44^., 
a  bouqty  of  5$.  on  the  export.  Repealed, 
31  G.  3,  c.  30.  And  explains  the  mode  of 
ascertaining  prices.  Utider  this  Act  fo- 
reign corn  may  be  warehoused  for  expor* 
tation:.  or  may  be  taken  out  for  home 
consumption,  on  payment  of  the  duties 
due  on  importation,  at  the  time  the  com 
ahall  be  taken  out. 

1780.  20G.3,c.31.  Cortiexported  in 
neutral  ships,  entitled  to  half  the  bounty. 
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was  adopted ;  to  come  at  the  true  price, 
therefore,  one*ninth  nest  be  deducted 
previous  to  that  year ;  the  averages  then 
will  be  5\s.  6{d,  and  4U.  2if.  instead  of 
57s.  5d.  and  46s.  3^. 

For  the  prices  in  the  table  that  fbllowa> 


This  Act  re? ived  and  further  centiiroed  by 
21  G.  3,  c.  29,  and  22  G.  3,  c.  13,  sect.  6. 

1781.  21  G.  3,  c.  50.  For  further  re^ 
gulaiing  and  ascertaining  the  inportation 
and  exportation  of  corn. 

1783.  23  G.  3,  c.  1.  Corn  may  be  in* 
ported  in  British  or  neutral  vessels,  en  th# 
low  duties  and  two  5L  per  cents,  for  a  few 
months. 

1783.  23  G.  3,  c.  53.  The  king  aH<ewed 
by  proclamation  to  admit  the  importaiieii 
into  some  counties  in  Seotla04fbr4month«. 

1783.  23  G.  3,  c.  81.  T»  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  corn,  with  a  bounty,  during 
the  operation  of  the  two  preceding  Acts. 

1787.  27  G.  3,  c.  13.  Tha  CUDsoKda- 
tion  Act ;  made  na  alteratton  in  the  pricet 
or  duties. 

1789.  29  G.  3,  c.  58.  For  better  regit* 
lating  and  ascertaining  the  importation  9tA 
exportation  of  corn. 

1790.  30  6.  3,  c.  1.  Indemnity  for 
Orders  in  Council  prohibiting  exportation 
of  corn  ;  and  for  the  governor  of  Canada 
for  admitting  corn  in  American  veseefs. 
Foreign  corn  legally  wareboused,  may  be 
exported  from  such  warebouae.— Wheat, 
Sic.  may  l>e  imported  on  low  duties,  and| 
may  be  warehoused.— 90  G.  3»  c.  42,  ceti'- 
tinues  the  preceding  Act  for  a  few  menthi 
more.— 31  G.  3,  c.  4,  further  continued 
the  preceding  Acts% 

♦1791.  31  G.  3,  c.  30.  This  Act  makes 
important  alterations;  it  repeals  aA  the 
Acts  respecting  the  importation  and  ex« 
portation  of  com  ;  and  also  all  the  dWiee 
thereon,  except  such  provisions  aa  relat* 
to  malt :  and  particahirly  tbe  15  Ch.  2,  c 
7— 1  J.  2,  c.  19.— I  W.  and  M.  c.  12.— 
10  G.  3,  c.  39.— 13  G.  3.  c.  43.— 21  G,  3, 
c.  50.— 29  G.  3,  c.  58.  When  wheat  shall 
be  under  44$.  a  bounty  of  5s. :  wbeil  above 
46s.  no  export.  On  importation,  if  under 
50f.  a  duty  of  24«.  3tf.  If  at  or  above 
50«.  and  under  54«.  a  duty  of  29*  6d,  fP  at 
or  above  5 4f.  a  duty  of  6d.  With  a  table  of 
duties  fbr  Ireland  and  Quebec.  C6m  may 
be  warehoused  for  exportation ;  or  taken 
out^  for  home  consumption,  on  payment  of 
the  duties  due  at  the  time  wben  the  sam« 
shall  be  so  taken  out ;  witb  an  addition  of 
2s,  6d,  to  the  first  low  duty.  If  at  end 
port  the  higb  dntiti  shidl  be  diie»  a  rtmei 
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Chaloers*  Bslimate  Md  Dirom's  Enquiry 
%re  qaoted ;  on  oompirrng  these  whi  the 
•Eton  aceompt,  the  first  miid  agrees ;  but  as 
far  as  I  Jiave  examined  the  reroailider,  the 
prices  are  uniformly  lower  in  Mr.  Dirom's 
atateflpeni^  who  teems  in  all  the  subsequent 


may  go  to  another  port  where  the  low 
duties  only  shall  be  due.  Maritime  coun- 
ties, and  those  in  Scotland)  divided  into 
districts.  Mode  of  regulating  the  prices 
*ftCCording  to  a  six  weeks  average ;  except 
^ats,  which  are  to  be  regulated  by  prices 
durinff  twelve  weeks.  Inland  districts 
settled.  Exportation  from,  and  importa- 
tion into  Scotland,  regulated.  The  King 
fn  council,  parliament  not  sitting,  may 
permit  importation,  or  prevent  exporta- 
tion,  when  the  average  price  of  the  whole 
kingdom  shall  be  at  or  above  the  price 
^hicb  foreign  corn  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
imported  at,  according  to  the  low  duties 
in  table  D.  of  the  Act,  which  is  2s.  6d.  and 
4o  recall  such  permission  to  export  and 
import.^^This  last  is  varied  by  33  G.  3. 
V.  65,  which  provides  for  prices  from  Ire- 
land and  Quebec.] 

1793.  33  G.  3,  c.  3.  Indemnification 
for  Orders  in  Council.  Foreign  corn  may 
be  warehoused.  The  King  may  prohibit 
the.export,  during  present  session, and  per- 
mit the  importation. 

1793.  33  G.  3,  c.  65.  Mode  of  taking 
averages  altered.  The  King's  authority 
to  permit  export  aixd  stop  import  to  ht 
'^verned  by  prices  formerly  settled. 

*1795.  35  G.  3,  c.  4.  The  King  may 
permit  the  import,  or  prevent  the  export 
of  com,  without  regard  to  prices.  Im* 
portation  in  neutral  vessels  allowed.  The 
King's  power  extended  to  other  articles 
tff  provisions. 

1796.  36  G.  3,  c.  3.  Unlimited  impor- 
tation allowed  free  of  doty,  and  positive 
prohibition  of  export,  in  neutral  at  well  as 
tn  British  ships. 

1796.  36  G.  3,  c  21.  Large  premiums 
given  on  corn  imported,  to  secure  im- 
l>orter8  having  certain  prices^  in  neutral 
as  well  as  in  British  vessels,  till  300,000 
quarters  shall  be  imported;  and  then  the 
premiums  reduced. 

•  1797.  37  G.  3.  c.  7.  Continues  the  S6 
G.  3,  c.  3,  to  permit  importation^  and  re- 
strain exportation. 

1797.  37  G.  3,  c.  83*  Repealtsomuch 
lof  the  preceding  Act  at  relates  to  barley> 
•oats,  &c. 

179S.  38  G.  3,  c.  10.  Continues  the 
prohibitioii  to  export>  and  ibe  petmuiikm 
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mM9  to  hare  ,dod«cted  2-9llit  from  th# 
Windsor  price ;  l-9ih  for  the  diflerence 
of  measure  would  have  been  correct  tiU 
1792,  for  the  reason  I  have  already  sng^ 
gested  ;  but  the  second  1^9th  moat  be  er<- 
roneous  :   if  it  is  deducted  on  aceomit  of 

■■     ■ '  ■■■■ '«  ■     t 

to  import,  according  lo  the  Act  37  6.  5| 
c  7*  as  far  as  respects  vefaeat,  8tc. 

♦1799.  39  G.  3.  c.  87.  (This  Act  hM 
been  continued  by  several  tows  from  year 
to  year/and  is  now  iq  force  during  the  war. 
Vide  51  G.  3,c.  U.)  The  King  may 
prohibit  the  import,  or  permit  the  export 
of  corn  generally,  without  regard  to  prices. 
In  neutral  as  well  as  m  British  vessels. 
Extended  to  other  articles^of  pvotiftion^. 
Continued  39  and  40  G.  3,  c.  9,  till  Sep« 
tember  1800. 

180a  39  and  40  G.  3,  c.  8,  sect.  3  and 
5.  To  atop  the  distillery,  ficc  Continued, 
41  G.  8,  c*  3. 

1800.  89  and  40  G.  S.  c  fi9»  PreaiMM 
to  ensure  certain  pricetw 

1600.  41  G.  3,c.  it.  To  authorize  ttao 
King,  from  time  to  time,  to  ptofaibH  the 
exportation  of  all  articles  used  ibr  tkio 
food  of  man. 

1800.  41  G.  3,  c.  5.  The  Act  39  6.  9, 
c.  87,  and  39  and  40,  c.  9>  for  enaMlng 
the  King  to  allow  the  import  Kbd  to  re«> 
strain  the  export,  continued. 

1800.  4lG.3,c.  10.  Premioma  granted 
to  ensure  importers  cenain  prices  u>rcorti 
imported,  in  neutral  as  well  as  In  British 
ships.  American  flour,  ivaported  on  the 
bounty,  to  be  sold  within  two  montha 
after  landing.  Sales  of  floor  to  be  ptiblie. 
Foreign  wheat,,  not  merchantable,  may 
be  wareboused.  To  increase  bounties  oa 
American  floor. 

1801.  42  G.  3,  c.  13.  To  continue  39 
G.  3,  c.  87,  abthorising  the  King  to  per- 
mit import  and  prevent  export,  generally, 
without  regard  to  prices,'  and  to  prevent 
the  expcMTtation  of  all  kinds  of  provisions. 

1802.  43  G.  3,  c.  12.  Fttrther  to  con- 
tinue the  preceding  Act,  authorising  the 
King  to  permit,  importation  and  to  stop 
exportation. 

1803.  44G.  3,c.  4.    Ditto. 

«1804.  44  G.  3,c.  109.  Repeals  the 
prices  at  which  com  might  be  exported 
and  imported  under  the  31  G.  3,  c.  39» 
except  the  warebousio|f  duties.  Export 
allowed  when  wheat  shall  be  at  or  und^ 
48i.  with  a  bounty  of  5i.  If  above  d/U»  no 
export.  Import,  if  under  (53#.  on  a  duty 
of  24f.  3d ;  if  at  or  above  ^8#.  but  voder 
6Q$.  a  duty  of  2f.  Gd.',  if  at  or  above  6fir. 
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the  Eton  table  being  made  from  the  test 
quality  of  wheat,  as  I  have  somewhere 
teen  suggested  it  ouffht  to  be,  it  cannot  be 
•upported,  because  the  wheat  there  is  what 
is  termed  mealing  wheat,  which  is  of  a  mid- 
dling quality.  For  the  sake  of  compari- 
son, however,  the  table  is  sufficient,  as  the 
variations  are,  in  most  instances,  uniform ; 
let  us  therefore  examine  how  far  the  com- 
mittee are  supported  by  the  evidence  ad- 
duced by  themselves : 
The  prices  in  their  tables  are  as  follow ; 

In  the  5  years  ending  1701 •••.42s.  Sd, 

In  the  4  years  to 1711 4f9s,  9d. 

From  that  year  to  1764  the  prices  were 
certainly  very  considerably  lower  than 
that ; 

But  in  the  5  years  to  1769 4Ss.  2d. 

And  in  the  5  years  (o  1774 47s.  9d, 

Which  last  prices  were  under  the  regula- 
tions continued  from  1 688 ;  for  there  was 
not  even  an  alteration  in  the  regulating 
price  of  export  or  import  between  that 
year  and  1 774;  and  from  that  year  to 
1 794  the  fluctuations  were  not  to  any  se- 
rious amount. 

The  Act  of  1773  (commencing  1774) 
.makes  an  important  "alteration  in  the  Corn 
Laws;  it  repeals  the  high  duty  imposed 
on  importation  by  the  22na  Charles 
2;  in  lieu  of  which  it  allows  the  importa- 
tion of  wheat  when  at  or  above  48s.,  and 
prohibits  the  export  when  above  44s. ; 
which  by  the  Act  of  1688  had  been  allow- 
ed when  under  48s. :  in  both  cases  a 
bounty  of  5s.  was  given  on  the  export ; 
and  yet  we  find  in  the  table  in  the  Report, 

M  duty  of  €(/.  Regulating  the  intercourse 
with  Ireland  as  to  prices.  Under  this  Act 
the  averages  are  now  regulated,  referring 
to  the  3 1  G.  3,  c.  30,  and  explained  by 
45  G.  3,  c.  86. 

1805.  45  G.  3,  c.  96.  To  continue  39 
G.  3,  c.  87,  authorising  the  King  to  per- 
mit the  importation  and  prohibit. the  ex- 
portation of  grain  generally.     See  c.  S6. 

♦1805.  45  G.  3,  c.  86.  No  export  of 
corn  when  above  the  limited  prices  for 
one  week. 

1806.  46  G.  3,  c.  29.  Further  con- 
tinuation of  30  G.  3,  c.  87,  till  March 
1808. 

*  1 806.  46  G.  3,  c.  97.  To  allow  a  free 
intercourse  of  grain  between  Great  Britain 
«nd  Ireland.  Explained  by  the  47  G.  3, 
4o  extend  only  to  cornthe  growth  of  each 
country.  Previously  to  the  passing  this 
<  Aot,  there  had  been  temporary  laws  for 
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that  the  average  of  fiire  years  to  1770  was 
only  40s^  9d. ;  much  lower  .than  in  the 
Two  preceding  periods  of  the  same  Jengtif, 

The  Act  of  1701  repeals  in  a  sweepine 
clause  the  regulating  prices  of  1 688  ana 
1773  ;^and  many  other  Corn  Acts  as  well 
as  the  15th  Charles  2,  ch.  7;  and  esta* 
blishes  a  new  principle :  no  wheat  could* 
under  that  law,  be  exported  when  above 
46s.  (still  something  lower  than  those  at 
the  Revolution) :  but  with  respect  to  im- 
portation, a  further  protection  was  givea 
to  the  grower  of  corn ;  none  could  be 
brought  into  the  country  when  the  price 
was  under  50s.  without  payment  of  a  duty 
of  24s.  3d.;  if  at  or  above  50#.  and  under 
241.  a  duty  of  2s.  6d, ;  and  if  at  or  above 
54s.  a^  duty  of6d.  On  this  Act  the  com- 
mittee make  no  comment,  and  their  table 
being  brought  down  only  to  1794  (for 
which  no  reason  is  assigned)  I  am  pre* 
vented  from  drawing  any  inference  from 
that  instrument  I  have,  however,  au- 
thentic information  from  another  source, 
to  which  I  shall  refer  presently. 

By  the  Act  of  1804  the  export  is  allow- 
ed with  the  bounty  when  wheat  is  at  or 
under  48s. ;  if  above  5 4t.  no  export.,  If 
under  63s.  a  duty  to  be  paid  of  24s.  Sd. ; 
if  at  or  above  63s.  but  under  66f.  a  duty 
of  2s.  6(/« ;  if  at  or  above  66s.  a  duty  c^ 
6d.'  Here  then  is  a  further  protection  of 
13s.  a  quarter  on  importation  at  the  end 
of  1 3  years  only,  above  the  limitation  in 
1791. 

Th^  committee  in  the  face  of  these 
facts,  however,  proceed  to  observe,  **  That 
their  review  of  the  Corn  Laws  shews  that 

regulating  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  parts  of  the  empire.    42  G.  3,  r.  35. — 

43  G.  3,  c.  14,  and  78.-44  G.  3,  c.  G5 

45  G.  3,  c.  80.— 46  G.  3.  c.  29. 

1801>.  49  G.  3,  c.  23.  To  continue  the 
30  G.  3,  c.  87,  authorising  the  King  to 
permit  importation  and  to  restrain  exporr 
tation  generally,  without  regard  to  prices 
—till  March  1810. 

1610.  50  G.  3,  c.  19.  Ditto,  till  March 
1811. 

♦lail.  51  G.  3.  c.  14.  Ditto,  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  the  war;  and  for  six 
months  after  a  peace.  Various  Acts  al- 
lowing sugar  to  be  used  in  the  distillery. 

Acts  for  regulating  the  mode  of  taking 
averages.— 2  G.  2,  c.  18.-14  G.  3,  c.  64. 
—17  G.  3,  c.  44,  sect  2.— 21  G.  3,  c.  50.^- 

26  G.  3.  c.  53.-29  G.  3,  c.  58 31  G.  3, 

c.  30.— 33  G.  S,  c,  65 — 41  G.  3,  c.  10.— 

44  G.  3,  c.  109.— 45  G.  3*  c.  86. 
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to  long;  as  the  system  of  reslraioing  im- 
portation and  encouraging  exportation 
was  persevered  in.  Great  Britain  not  only 
supplied  herself,  bat  exported  much ;  and 
Ibat  the  prices  were  steady  and  n^oderate: 
and  that  since  that  system  was  abandoned, 
and  during  the  whole  period  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  system  that  was  substituted 
in  its  place,  of  encouraging  importation 
and  restraining  exportation,  that  is  from 
1765  to  the  present  time.  Great  Britain 
has  not  only  supplied  herself,  but  has  im- 
ported vast  quantities  from  foreign  coun- 
tries; and  also  that  the  price  has  been 
progressively  advancing,  from  an  average 
of  33s.  Sd,  for  68  years  under  the  old 
system,  to  an  average  of  88i.  lid,  for  the 
last  nine  years  under  the  new  one/' 

That  this  observation  should  have  found 
a  place  in  the  Report,  must  astonish  gen- 
tlemen who  will  take  the  trouble  of  at- 
tending to  the  statement  now  submitted  to 
them.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  no 
change  of  system  whatever  in  1765.  The 
permanent  laws  regulating  the  export  and 
import  of  corn  at  the  prices  established 
by  the  22d  Ch.  2,  as  to  the  importation, 
4ind  by  the  Ist  of  Wm.  and  Mary  as  to 
exportation,  remained  unaltered  till  1773. 
The  Acts  passed  from  1765  to  that  year 
were  merely  temporary,  intended  only  to 
meet  existing  scarcity. 

This  allegation  of  the  committee  must 
iiave  been  made  upon  mere  rumour,  which 
I  know  bad  been  prevalent;  for  it  is  di- 
l^ctly  contrary  to  the  fact,  of  which  the 
committee  had  the  meaift  of  informing 
themselves.  It  has  certainly  been  a  re- 
ceived opinion,  that  we  became  a  consi- 
derably importing  country,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  a  change  of  system  in  1705 ; 
but  it  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  ac- 
count^*  that  in  the  28  years  from  1765  to 

.*  Ap  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  British 
Wheat  and  Wheat  Flour  exported  from 
England,  and .  of  Foreign  Wheat  and 
Wheat  Flour  i,mported  into  England,  in 
the  following  years: 


1697  - 

1698  - 

1699  - 

noo  - 

1701  - 
170«  . 

1703  - 

1704  >. 


•) 


Quirten.   Bihili. 

14,693       6 

6,857 

557 

49,056 

98,393 

90,030 

106,615 

90»313 


ForeifB 

Wteat  and  Floor 

Imported. 

Qaarten.    Baibelt. 
^^^400       0 

845 

0 

486 

3 

4 

G 

1 

1 

0 

0 

50 

0 

1 

6 
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1792,  when  our  diflSculties  commenced* 
there  were  14  years  in  which  the. exports 
of  wheat  exceeded  the  imports,  five  in 
which  they  were  nearly  equal,  and  nino 


BriHih 

Poreffo 

i 

YKAUl 

Wheat  and  Iloar 

Wbeat  and  Plow        1 

expjTted. 

impofted. 

QoartCfK    BiMlMit. 

Ouarten.   BiUbelt.   1 

1705  . 

96,185 

1 

0 

0 

1706  - 

188,332 

3 

77 

1 

1707   . 

74,155 

I 

0 

0 

1708  - 

83,406 

3 

,85 

4 

1709  - 

169.679 

7 

1,552 

3 

1710  - 

13.924 

1 

400 

0 

1711    . 

76,949 

0 

0 

0 

1712  - 

145,191 

0 

0 

0 

1713  - 

176,227 

0 

0 

0 

1714  - 

174,821 

1 

15 

7 

1715   - 

166,490 

3 

0 

4 

1716  - 

74,926 

1 

0 

0 

1717  - 

22,953 

7 

0 

0 

1718  - 

71.800 

0 

0 

0 

1719  . 

127,762 

4 

20 

1 

1720  - 

83,084 

2 

0 

0 

17'2I  - 

81,632 

6 

0 

0 

1722  . 

178,880 

1 

0 

0 

1723  - 

157,719 

6 

0 

0 

1724  - 

245,864 

6 

148 

2 

1725  - 

204,413 

3 

IS 

2 

1726  - 

142,193 

3 

0 

0 

1727  . 

30,315 

3 

0 

0 

1728  . 

3,817 

0 

74,574 

2  ^ 

1729  - 

18,993 

3 

40,315 

S 

1730  - 

93,970 

7 

75 

7 

1731   - 

130,025 

2 

4 

0 

1732  . 

202,058 

4 

0 

0 

1733  - 

427,199 

0 

7 

4 

1734  - 

498,196 

4 

6 

5 

1735  - 

153,343 

5 

9 

1 

1736  - 

118,170 

0 

16 

5 

1737  . 

461,602 

0 

32 

4 

1738   - 

580,596 

4 

2 

5 

1739  - 

279,542 

4 

22 

7 

1740  - 

54,390 

4 

5,468 

5 

1741   - 

45,416 

7 

7,540 

8     ' 

1742  - 

893,259 

6 

0 

7 

1743  - 

371,431 

3 

2 

5 

1744  - 

231,984 

5 

2 

0 

1745  - 

324,839 

5 

5 

6 

1746  - 

130,646 

2 

0 

0 

1747  - 

266,906 

7 

0 

0 

1748  - 

543,387  . 

5 

385 

0 

1749  - 

629,049 

0 

*  382  , 

0 

1750  - 

947,602 

1 

279  . 

5 

1751   - 

661,416 

4 

3 

0 

1752  - 

429,279 

4 

0 

0.  . 

1753  - 

299,608 

7 

0 

0   ; 

1754  - 

356.270 

1 

201 

0. 

1755  - 

237,459 

2 

0 

0 

1756  - 

101,936 

4 

5 

0 

1757  - 

11,226 

0 

130,343 

1758   - 

9,233 

6 

19,039 

1759  - 

226,426 

0 

82 

1760  - 

390,710 

4 

0 

1761  - 

440,746 

2 

'  0 

0 

1762  - 

294,500 

0 

56 

1763  - 

427,074 

3 

8 

1764  - 

396,537 

5 

.   1 

1765  - 

167.030 

0 

89,642 

1766  - 

165,953 

1 

9^7 
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mAy  m  whkh  the  imports  exceeded  tke 
exports. 

Tbe  assertion  th«t  the  prices  he^e  been 
progressively  advancing  for  68  years,  is 
too  loose  to  admit  of  a  correct  examina- 
lion,  as  the  period  alluded  to,  shewing  the 
commeocement  and  termination  of  that 
number  of  years,  is  not  stated ;  bat  it  may 
iaCsly  be  iasisted  upon,  that  in  no  term  of 
that  duration  has  there  been  a  progressive 
lulvance  of  price ;  which  will  appear  from 


BritUh 

Fowign 

TMIt. 

WbeatMidPtoor 

-Wheat  tnd  Flow 

exported. 

.    imported. 

Oiurtert.    Botbelf. 

fmartera.    Byfhek. 

1767  - 

5,071 

0 

444,029       0 

1768  . 

7,433 

1 

272,307      6 

1769   . 

49,892 

1 

2,903       1 

1770  - 

75,400 

5 

15       2 

1771   . 

10,477 

0 

2,509      0 

1772  - 

6,974 

0 

27,114       0 

1773  . 

7,802 

0 

57,786       0 

1774  . 

16,731 

0 

278,039       2 

1775  - 

90,413 

0 

575,250      0 

1776  - 

220,210 

0 

21,568      0 

1,777  - 

90,932 

0 

233,905       0 

1778  - 

146,637 

0 

106,616      0 

1779  - 

232,925 

0 

5,254      0 

1780  - 

250,434 

0 

4,242       0 

1781   . 

117,247 

0 

162,278       0 

1782  - 

163,579 

0 

81.259       0 

1783  - 

56.502 

0 

'      584,014      0 

1784  - 

99,039 

0 

215,817      0 

1785  - 

141,394 

0  ' 

107,968       0 

1786  • 

215,102 

0 

50,999      0 

1787  - 

196,960 

0 

60,245       0 

1788  - 

89,731 

0 

149,667      0 

1789  . 

146,951 

0 

109.762       0 

1790  . 

33,822 

0 

219,351       0 

1791   . 

74,968 

0 

463,591       0 

1792  - 

300,278 

0 

22,417      0 

1793   - 

76,869 

0 

490,398      0 

1794  - 

155,048 

0 

327,902      0 

1795    n 

18,839 

0 

313,793      0* 

1796  . 

24,679 

0 

879,200      0 

1797  • 

54,522 

0 

461,767      0 

1798  . 

;  59,782 

0 

396,721       0 

1799   . 

39,362 

0 

463,185      0 

1800  • 

22,013 

0 

1,264,520      0 

1801  . 

28,406 

0 

1,424.766      0 

1802  * 

149,304 

0 

647,664      0 

1803  • 

76,580 

0 

073,725      0 

1804  « 

63,073 

0 

461,140      0 

J805   - 

77,959 

0 

920.834      0 

1806  . 

29,566 

0 

310,342      0 

1807  . 

24,365 

0 

400.759      0 

1808  * 

77,567 

0 

81,466      0 

1809  - 

31,278 

0 

448.487      0 

1810  . 

75.785 

0 

1,530,691       0 

1811   - 

97,765 

0 

292,038      0 

1812  • 

46,325 

0 

129,866      0 

JkrH.FmmirsMptiom  {6&k 

tbeaecowpto  torn  Eton  College.f  The 
assertion  is  indeed  plainly  eontradicte<| 
by  tbe  tables  in  the  v«ry  page  of  the  Re^ 

t  Pricei  <f  fTkeoi  per  ituorier  at  fVmdtor 
Mmket,^ 


?rW«ofWli«l 

Iticcfofwkctf 
reduced  to 

tbeWincfceiter 

Biuhel 
•fSCaJlsas. 

ATrrageof 
lOYeen 

TEAKS. 

at  Windior. 
9  GalloM  to  the 

accordiojtotUc 
Wincheiter 

mukitL  , 

aosbelOf 

«  CtUODf. 

£.   s.  d. 

£,  s.    d. 

X.  $.d. 

1646  . 

2     8    0 

2    2    8 

1647  . 

3  13    8 

3    5    5J 

1648   - 

4    5     0 

3  15     6| 

1649  - 

4    0    0 

3  11     ll 

1650   - 

3  16     8 

3    8     l| 
3    5     2^ 

\6b\   . 

3  13    4 

1652   . 

2    9    6 

2    4    0 

1653  - 

1  15     6 

1  11     61 
1     3     it 

1654  - 

1     6    0 

1655   - 

1  13    4 

1     9     74 

2  11    7J 

1656  - 

2    3     0 

1  18    2| 

1657   - 

2    6    8 

2     1    5| 

1658  . 

3    5     0 

2  17    9^ 

1659   - 

3     6     0 

2  18     8 

1660   - 

2  16    6 

2  10    21 

1661    - 

3  10    0 

3    2    2| 

1662  - 

3  14    0 

3    5    9j 

1663  . 

2  17    0 

2  JO    8 

1664  . 

2    0    6 

1   16    0 

1665   - 

'294 

2    3  10{ 

2  10    51 

1666  - 

1   16    0 

1   12    0 

' 

1667   - 

1   16    0 

1  12    0 

1668   - 

9    0    0 

1  iS    61 

1669   - 

2     4    4 

1   19    5 

1670  - 

2     1     8 

1  17     0| 

1671    - 

2    2    0 

1   17     4 

1672   - 

2     1     0 

1  16    5i 

1673   - 

2     6     8 

2     1     5| 

1674  . 

3     8     8 

3     1     0* 

1675   - 

3     4«  8 

2  17     5. 

3    0  11| 

1676   - 

1    18     0 

1   13    H 

1677   - 

2     2     0 

I   17     4 

1678    . 

2  19    0 

2  12     5J 

1679   - 

3    0    0 

2  13     4 

1680  . 

2    5     0 

2    0    0 

1681    - 

2    6    8 

2     I     5J 

1682  . 

2    4    0 

1   19     l} 

1683  - 

2    0    0 

1   15     6J 

1684  . 

2    4    0 

1   19     H 

1685  - 

2    6    8 

2     1     54 

1  2  ^ 

1686  . 

1  14    0 

1  10    4 

1687  - 

1     5     2 

1  2    4i 

2  0  1(4 

1688   - 

2     6    0 

1689   . 

1  10    0 

1     6     8 

1690  . 

1  14    8 

1  10    94 

1  10    2| 

1691   . 

1   14    0 

, 

1692  . 

2     6     8 

2    1     54 

1693  - 

3    7     8 

3    0     Iv 

1694   - 

3    4    0 

2  16  lOi 

1695   . 

2  13    0 

2    7     l| 

1  19    6f 

1696  . 

3  11     0 

3    3     li 

1697  . 

3     0    0 

2  13    4 

1698  - 

3    8    4 

3    0    9 

1699  . 

3    4    0 

2  16  10} 

« 

*  These  artf  tbe  Prices  of  Mealing  Wheat; 
wbicb  b  anderstofd,  at  Etoo  CoUeg|ry  to  be  ff 
a  middlUig  quality* 
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port  (6)  opposite  to  tbe  oae  in  wkdcli  it 
IS  made,  and  in  pago  S,  Uw  one  being 
a  continuation  of  tbe  otber. 


rricctofWhcai 

Mcttotwhai 

reduced  to 
the.  WiMhoter 

ATcnfcof 
IVYoMt 

TSAU. 

at  Windsor, 
9  0alloMtadM 

4CCording(otlie 
WlkMbcitor 

•uheU 

Basbel 
•TttCMbm. 

Biuhelof 

£.  #.  d. 

£,    1.   A 

JS,  c.  iL 

1700  - 

2    0    0 

1  15    64 

1701   . 

1   17     8   . 

1  13    5 

1702  - 

1     9     6 

16     2^ 

1703   . 

}  16    0 

1  12    0 

1704  . 

i    6    6 

d    1    4 

1705   . 

1  10    0 

1     6    8 

2     2   11 

1706  - 

1     6    0 

1     3     14 
1     5    4 

1707  . 

1     8    6 

1708   - 

2     1     6 

1  16  lOJ 
3    9    9| 
3    »    4 

1709   . 

3  18     6 

miQ,  - 

S  18    0 

1711    - 

«  14    0 

2    8    0 

1712   . 

2    6    4 

2     1     2i 
2    5    4 

1713  . 

2  11     0 

1714  ,. 

S  10    4 

2    4    9 

■1715  . 

2    3    0 

1  18    2} 

2    4    ?i 

1716  - 

2    8    0 

2    2    8 

1717  . 

2    5    8 

2    0    74 
1  14    f 
1   11     U 
1   12  101 
1   13    4 

.1718  . 

1  18  10 

1719  . 

1   15    0 

1730  . 

1  17    0 

.1721  . 

1  17     6 

179fl  - 

1   16    0 

1   12    0 

1723   . 

1   14    8 

1  10  104 

1724  - 

1  17    0 

1  12  la, 

1725   . 

2    8     6 

2  3  i; 

1  15    4| 

1726  . 

2    6    0 

2     0  to- 

1727   - 

2     2    0 

1  17     4 

1728   . 

2  14     6 

2    8     5J 
2     1     74 
I   12    5| 
I     9     2} 

1729  . 

2     6  10- 

1730  - 

1   16     6 

.1731   . 

1   l2  10 

•  1732  - 

1     6    8 

13     8 

1733  . 

1     H    4 

1     5     2i 

1734  . 

1   18  10 

1  14    6  . 

1735   . 

2    3     0 

1   18     2' 

1    15     2 

1736   . 

2    0    4 

1   15  loj 

1737   . 

1   18    0 

1   13     9} 

•1738   . 

1   15     6 

1   11     6i 

1739   . 

1   18     6 

1   14    2} 

1740  . 

2  10    8 

2    5     l2 

'1741   - 

2    6     8 

2     1     5i 

1742   - 

1  14    0 

1   10     2J 

1743   . 

1     4  10 

1     2     1 

.1744  - 

1     4  10 

1     2     1 

1745   . 

1     7    6 

1     4    5i 

1    12     1 

1746  - 

1  19     0 

1   14    8 

1747  . 

1   14  10 

1   10  11^ 

1748  . 

1   IT    0 

1   12  lOf 

•17*0  . 

1   17     0 

1  n  io| 

1750  . 

1   12    6 

1     8  10| 

.1751   . 

1  18     6 

1  14    2 

1752  . 

2     1  10 

1   17    2} 

'  1753  . 

2    4    8 

1  19     8| 
1  10    9} 

t 

1754  - 

1  14    8 

1755   - 

1  13  10 

1   10     1 

1  13    ^ 

il75fi  . 

9    5    2 

2    0     Ij 

-1757  . 

3    0    0 

2  13    4 

"1758  . 

2  10    0 

2    4    5i 

1759  - 

1  19    8 

1  15    3 

I'tTW- 

t  1^    * 

M2^  5| 

' 

Tbe  ac^onpt  rteor^rd  id  Eton  Geikg^ 
it  tbearaat  correct  aentbority  tbat^ao  be 
foond  on   tbe  tsbiect:   on  reftrenee  to 


1761  . 

1769  - 

1763  - 

1764  - 
17d5  - 
176*  . 
1767  - 
1768^  - 

1769  - 

1770  - 
177!  - 
177»  - 

:  1773,  - 

1774  - 

1775  . 

1776  - 

1777  - 

1778  - 

1779  - 

1780  - 

1781  - 

1782  - 

1783  - 

1784  - 

1785  . 
178ff  - 

1787  - 

1788  - 

1789  - 
I  1790  - 

1791  - 
1792*. 
1793  - 
1794.  - 

1795  - 

1796  - 

1797  - 

1798  - 

1799  - 

1800  . 

1801  - 

1802  . 

1803  . 

1804  - 

1805  . 

1806  - 

1807  . 

1808  - 
1869  . 
1810  . 
181i  » 

1812  . 

1813  . 


FHcei  of  Wheat 

•I  Wlnd»iv 
9  CaHoM  to  (he 


£,  i.  a. 

1  10    2 

1  19    0 

2  0    8 
2    6    8 

2  14    0 
»    8^ 

3  4 

a   0 

2  5 
2     9 

2  r7 

3  & 
3  &  0 
320 
2  17  8 
2  8 
2  15 
2  9 
2  0 
2    8 

2  19 

3  0 
3  1 
3  0 
2  14  0 
2  7  6 
2  I» 

2  15 

3  3 
3  3 
2  I5 


prices  of  wheat 

reduced  to 

tbv  Wnchettct 

Bushel 

ofBCalioot. 


^^! 


je.  s. 

1  6 
1  14 

1  16 

2  1 
2  8 
2  3 
2  17 
2  13 
2  0 
2  3 
2  10 
8  18 
2  19 
2  15 
2  11 

-2  2 
2  8 
2  4 
1M6 
»  3 
2  1^ 
2  13 
2  14 
2  13 
2  8 
2  a 
2.  5 
2  9 
2  16 
2  16 
2  9 
2.  13 
2  15 

2  14 
4  I 
4    0 

3  2 

2  14 

3  15^ 
6 
6 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 


3  18 
3  19 


H 
8 

li 

H 
0 

1* 

4 
9* 
7 

6J 
8 
8 
U 
H 
Si 
8 

lOj 
0 
1| 

51 
9i 
2i 
9i 
0 

94r 
4  . 

11 

4 
0 
8 
U 
6 
2 
0 
0 
8 
0 
6 
2 
0 
6 
U 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 


6     0    0 


Average  of 

lOYeara 

■ndiMto^ie 

WlBchetter 

Buthclof 

8  Gallona. 


£.  «.  d. 


1  19- 3i 


2  11     3} 


2  r  8j 


2  14    34 


4    1     ^ 


Average  of 
8  Years 
5     1    9J 


*  From  thii  Year«  incIoaiTe^  the  Account  at 
Eton  College  has  been  kept  according  to  tbe. 
Boriiel  of  Eight  Gallons,  under  the  Provision  of 
the  Act  of  «dl  (}.  3|  o«  30)  sectb  82. 
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that,  the  misuke  the  committee  hu  fallen 
into  respecting  the  progressive  advance  of 
prices  will  be  moit  apparent  and  striking. 
Tlie  record  begins  with  1046. 

9.  d. 

Wheat,  10  years  to  1655 5l  H 

to  1665 50  5| 

-  to  1675 40  Hi 

to  1685 41  4| 

to  1695 39  6i 

to  1705 42  n 

to  1715 44  2J 

to  1725 35  4{ 

to  1735 35  2 

to  1745 32  1 

td  1755 33  2i 

to  1765......39  3J 

to  1775* 51  3| 

to  1785 47  Sf 

to  1795t 54  3l 

to  1805 81  2t 

8  years  to  1813J...101  9| 

'  The  averages  thus  broaght  out  relieve 
lie  from  any  further  comment  on  the  un- 
founded SMertion  of  the  committee,  re- 
specting the  progressive  advance  in  the 
pricesof wheat;  because  they  shew  that 
wheat  was  cheaper  at  the  end  of  a  period 
of  140  yAirs  than  at  the  beginning  of  it, 
namely,  from  1646  to  1785,  in  no  part  of 
which  bad  there  been  a  progressive  in- 
crease :  after  the  passing  that  mischievous 
Act  (as  it  has  been  called),  in  1773  the 
average  fell  to  475.  84^.  which  is  below 
that  of  the  20  years  from  1646  to  1665. 

^The  year  1812  is  produced  as  an  in- 
stance of  our  becoming  an  exporting 
country,  from  the  prices  which  continued 
advancing,  and  a  statement  is  made  to 
prove  that.  Wheat  was  that  year  128#.; 
to  what  part  of  the  world  (except  to  Ice- 
land and  Norway  in  small  quantities) 
could  it  l)e  sent  at  that  price :  in  truth, 
little  or  none  was  exported  any  where, 
with  that  exception,  but  for' our  armies  in 
the  peninsula,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sepa- 
rate account  fpr  that  year  presented  from 
the  Customs. 

That  the  importation  was  greatly  short 
*■     ■    —        ....  ,        ,  .     ■     .  ,1  , 

*  In  this  interval  the  scarcity  was  so 
great,  as  to  have  been  the  occasion  of  20 
laws  having  been  passed  for  relief  in  dif- 
ferent ways. 

f  In  this  period  our  unexampled  diffi- 
cnlties  began. 

%  Three  of  these  were  years  of  almost 
famine,  and  during  the  whole,  such  inter- 
ruptions as  ware  without  example* 
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[68» 


of  what  was  wanted  for  oar  home  con- 
sumption, is  most  evident  from  the  prices; 
for  corn  was  never  at  any  time  so  dear 
here  as  in  the  last  year,  not  even  in  the 
years  of  dearth  1801  and  1802. 

To  consider  that  year  therefore  as  one 
of  great  export  is  most  extravagant.  But 
this  year  of  plenty,  when  the  average 
price  of  wheat  was,  as  has  been  observed, 
128s.»  is  however  proposed  to  us  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  advantage  of  a  restricted  im- 
portation, and  to  prove,  beyond  all  doubt, 
which  of  the  two  systems,  a  free  or  a  re- 
stricted trade,  is  the  best ;  and  to  corro- 
borate most  conclusively  the  general  in- 
ference from  the  review  of  the  corn  laws 
and  the  corn  trade  from  1670  to  the  pre- 
sent time. 

But  before  I  quit  this  paragraph  in  the 
Report,  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  assertion  here  made  in  ano- 
ther shape  of  the  invariable  insufficiency 
of  supply  from  our  home  growth  from  1764 
to  1812 — If  the  hon.  baronet  would  have 
consulted  the  accounts  of  the  exports  and 
imports,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,*" 
he  would  have  found  that  in  1765,  1765, 
1769, 1770,  1771,  1776.  1778,  1779,  1780, 
1782,  1785,  1786,  1787,  1789,  and  1792, 
the  exports  exceeded  the  imiporu. — And 
that  in  1772,  1773,  1781,  and  1788,  the 
balance  against  the  imports  was  triAing. 
In  the  remaining  eight  years  of  the  pe- 
riod the  imports  certainly  exceeded  consi- 
derably the  exports. 

In  the  concluding  observation  respect- 
ing corn,  the  committee  say  it  appears  to 
them,  that  "  if  the  regulating  price  for 
allowing  importation  is  made  a  very  high 
one,  it  is  the  best  possible  protection  the 
grower  can  have.^'  Here  I  agree  with 
them  (almost  the  only  instance  in  the 
whole  Report). 

The  committee  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  attempt  to  make  wheat  very  dear; 
but  in  the  conclusion  of  their  Report,  they 
recommend  a  measure  which  would  de- 
prive the  consumer  of  his  best  resource  in  a 
time  of  great  scarcity,  by  prohibiting  alto- 
gether the  importation  of  flour ;  thereby 
intending  to  put  us  entirely  into  the  handa 
of  the  miller. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  our  sup- 
ply from  America  is  nearly  confimed  to 
floor,  as  wheat  is  too  bulky  an  article  ta 
admit  of  importation,  except  in  very  in- 
considerable quantities ;  and  that  in  tinnea 
of  great  scarcity  we  have  had  an  abundant 
supply  of  floor. 

*  Sea  Table  in  p.  681. 
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Bt^t  we  are  t6ld  that  such  a  prohibition 
cfKAts  10  Ii'elaftd.— Whj^.  Sir,  ^Uch  a  mea- 
sdi^  itiay  be  a  very  innocent,  or  even  an 
t^tM  otie,  in  a  country  where  the  supply 
ti  graift  is  io  abubdant  as  to  I'ender  it  un- 
neccj^sary  almost  at  any  time  to  import ; 
htit  it  would  be  a  most  mibchietous  one 
here^.  It  is  said,  however,  the  milled 
would  like  it ;  of  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt ;  bat  without  roiinfng  into  the  com- 
nion-place  prejudices  against  theu^,  I  do 
mot  ihitik  they  are  the  class  of  his  Majes* 
tyn  subj^tts  who  stand  most  in  need  of 
the  protection  of  the  legislature. 

To  support  this  proposition,  however, 
the  committee  insert  in  the  appendix  a 
^aper  from  some  millers  in  Lancashii'e, 
stating,  gravely  that  a  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  flour  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  ensure  a  supply  of  bran  for  tKe  manu- 
lactpres.  Sir,  I  should  be  ashamed  of 
wasthlg  the  time  of  the  House  in  attempt- 
ihg  to  prove  that  We  tfhoufd  not  incur  the 
risk  of  starving  the  men  who  work  in  the 
nhinufactories  in  order  to  ensure  a  supply 
nf  chaff.  I  should  indeed  be  inexcusable 
if  I  w«re  to  do  so,  as  the  resolution  is  not 
yet  again  brought  forward. 

I  cottit  now  to  the  ResolutTons,  wMcb 
are  as  extraordinary  as  the  facts  and  argo- 
tSitnts  on  which  they  are  founded. 

Thi^  one  for  allowing  a  free  export  is 
not  in  the  Report,  as  has  been  already  ob 
served. 

'tht  1st  proposes  tbe  repeal  of  th^  44tb 
of  the  King. 

Th«  2d,  that  the  averages  shall' be  taket) 
and  retofned  id  Irelacfd  as  in  Engfand. 

The  Sd,  that  tbe  ex'portation  of  grain 
afisill  be  regulated  by  the  aggregate  ave- 
rage price  of  grain  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland ;  a  very^considerable  innova- 
th>n>  calling  for  particular  attention ;  the 
effects  of  which,  if  adopted,  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  examine  presently, 
.  The  4th  and  5th  excited  a  great  degree 
pf  alatm;  and  I  think  with  very  just 
<Saase.  It  was  by  these  proposed,  that 
there  should  be  no  restraint  upon  the  ex- 
port  till  wheat  should  be  90«.  2d.  a 
quarter,  and  other  grain  in  proportion ; 
tad  that  till  wheat  should  be  \0!Js.  2d.  a 
4|nikreer,  and  other  grain  in  proportion,  the 
importation  should  be  subject  to  a  prohi- 
bitoiy  duty.  This  is  reduced  in  the  pre- 
ftnt  Resolutions  to  8if.  both  excluding  the 
IHsh  average,  which  would  add  6s.  to 
each. 

'  I  have  already  Mted,  that  a  great  rise 
in  the  prices  fixed  by  parliameni  for  re- 
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giiidting  e:tportatfon  and  ibtportation  apv 
peared  to  me  highly  objectionable ;  and  t 
know  Mr.  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  reluct 
tantiy  to  concur  in  those  which  wet* 
enacted  in  1804:  but  here  is  a  proposiitiori 
at  once  nearly  to  double  the  amotint  of 
the  protecting  price  for  exportation,  aind 
nearly  to  treble  that  for  importation^  inM 
stead  of  Increasing  by  a  few  shillings  i 
quarter,  as  in  formei^  insifancM. 

The  im|Sort  priced  now  proposed,  it  H 
admitted,  arc  more  nrfodei'ate,  but  appe«^ 
to  me  to  be  still  mueh  too  high,  wttd  onghl 
not  to  be  adopted,  as  before  ohiserved, 
i^ithoot  a  patient  e/nquiry ;  these  are  27r. 
ar  quartet  higher  than  in  1804,  and  40»i 
higher  than  in  1791.  A  rise  to  thut  ex^ 
tent  in  23  years ! 

By  the  Act  of  1804,  wheat  coutd  not  bi 
ftcpofted  when  above  54*.  By  the  Re- 
port,  it  was  proposed,  the  export  should 
not  be  restrained  till  it  should  be  908.  2d. 
whichr,  in  eff'ect,  wduTd  be  under  the  pro* 
posed  regulation,  of  including  TrelartdJil 
Che  average,  till  it  should  be  OGs.  9ld.  i 
quarter.  This  is  denkonstrstble,  beeausK 
the  average  of  Ireland  in  the  last  21  yeafl 
was  66s.  and  in  Englartkd  78^.*  The  im^ 
portatioo  is  to  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  only 


*  An  AccouNf  of  the  Average  Prices  of 
British  and  Irish  Corn  per  Quaiter,  frofli 
1792  to  J812,  inclusive* 


YEAtS. 

English  Wheat 
pcrcuuncr.- 

Iriih  Whpa'l 
per  OUarter. 

ATcraMof 
Cre«  Sri  tain 
■od  ireiaB4 
per  Quarter. 

s.     d. 

f.  a: 

*.  dt: 

1792     - 

42  11 

37     5 

40    2 

3     - 

48  11 

44  11 

1     46  11 

4     . 

51     8 

51     9 

51     9 

5     - 

74    2 

61     0 

67     7 

6     - 

17     1 

60     8 

6S  10 

i   - 

53     1 

42     7 

47  10 

8     - 

50    3 

45    2 

47     9 

9     - 

67     6 

61     4 

64    5 

IBCO     - 

113    7 

99    2 

106     4 

1 

116     3 

.      88     1 

103     2 

2     - 

^    5 

52     1 

59     9 

3     - 

56    6 

49    4 

52  11 

4     - 

60     1 

58    0 

59    0 

5     . 

87  10 

69    2 

78'  6 

6     - 

79    0 

67     7 

73     4 

7     - 

73    3 

67     9 

70     6 

8     - 

79     0 

76     7 

77  '9 

9    . 

95     7 

78    2 

86  11 

1810     . 

106     2 

78     5 

92    4 

n    - 

94    e 

70    5 

82     6 

12    - 

125    5 

108    3 

116  10 

Average  of  Ireland      ...      -  66t, 

England    -      .      -      -  ,78*. 

Great  Britain  and  Irelaad  72«. 

(2Y) 
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Cd.  by  the  Act  ^  of  1804,  whda  the  price 
ihaJI  be  56s.  By  the  Report  it  would  not 
be  importable  at  the  lowest  duty  till  it 
should  be  lS5s,  12d.\  allowing  for  the 
Irish  average,  which  would  at  least  be 
1 4 U.  nearly  three  times  the  limit  of  1804. 

It  is  true,  that  the  prices  here  quoted 
were  to  be  in  force  only  till  February  in 
this  year;  from  which  time  the  averages 
were  to  betaken  according  to  the  prices  in 
the  preceding  twenty  years,  which,  for 
the  present,  would  have  made  very  little 
difference.  The  average  of  the  last  twenty 
years  is  77«.  A4.  to  which  adding  one- 
seventh,  -as  proposed  by  the  committee, 
the  price  foj  allowing  export  would  be 
885.  instead  of  908.  '2d,  and  for  import, 
adding  five-sevenths  to  775.  \d.  as  pro- 
posed, it  would  be  1325.  Id,  instead  of 
1355.,  which  prices  would  not  certainly  be 
lower  for  some  time  to  come ;  probably 
pever,  if  the  proposed  measure  should  be 
adopted ;  as  in  many  years  of  the  period 
of  twenty  years  they  were  lower  than  even 
in  the  late  plentiful  season,  and  the  im- 
mense prices  proposed  would  infallibly 
raise  them  in  fgture :  but  any  further 
comment  upon  that  proposition  is  unne- 
cessary, as  It  is  not  again  brought  forward. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  powerful  effect  of 
their  own  statements  to  induce  us  to  adopt 
a  measure  calculated  to  allow  a  fVee  ex- 
port, and  to  prohibit  an  import  of  grain  to 
the  extent  of  the  prices  stated,  they  call  to 
their  support  the  testimony  of  four  wit- 
nesses, very  respectable  in  their  charac- 
ters I  am  persuaded,  and  three  of  them 
appear  to  be  intelligent  on  the  circum- 
stances with  relation  to  which  they  speak, 
deserving  certainly  of  great  attention  if 
the  enquicy  had  been  confined  to  Irish 
agriculture; 'but  not  bearing  on  the  ge- 
neral com  trade  of  the  w.hoTe  empire,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  only  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  opinions  they 
express  about  protecting  prices,  and  to  a 
few  of  their  statements. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  when  asked,  what  ad- 
vance in  the  importation  pfice  would  be 
sufficient  to  secure  ad  adequate  preference 
to  the  grower  of  corn  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  bver  the  foreign  grower  ? 
answers,  «I  hardly  think  I  can  answer 
that  question,  not  having  considered  it 
lately?' 

Mr.  Killaly  thinks  425.  a  barrel,  about 
equal  to  7Qr.  a  quarter,  when  delivered 
in  Dublin,  would  be  a  fieiir  protection 
to  the  grower.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the   protecting  price  proposed   was 
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1 41 5.  In  another  part  of  this  gentleman's 
evidence,  he  says,  the  price  of  labour  is 
little  increased,  but  that  rents  have  b^en 
doubled  in  ten  years;, to  pay  which  he 
thought  705.  a  quarter  sufficient.  The 
proposal,  therefore,  of  1415.  as  a  protect* 
ing  price,  is  utterly  inconceivable.  In 
Tullamore,  land  increased  6pi.  per  cent, 
in  ten  years. 

Mr.  Callaghan  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  a  protecting  price,  but 
thinks,  what  would  have  been  a  protecting 
maximum  in  1804,  would  be  a  starving 
price  now.*  In  another  part  of  his  evi- 
dence, he  says,  however,  that  the  advan- 
tage derived  to  tillage,  by  a  free  export 
of  grain  from  Ireland  to  foreign  countries^ 
might  be  purchased  too  dearly  under  cer* 
tain  circumstances. 

Mr.  Grierson  thinks,  that  the  price  in 
the  Dublin  market  should  be  50s,  a  barrel^ 
equal  to  about  835.  a  quarter,  for  the  best 
sort  of  wheat.t  He  i^  also  of  opinion, 
that  the  land  now  in  tillage  might  be 
made  to  produce  one  half  more.  And  all 
the  witnesses  agree  that  the  growth  of 
wheat  has  ipcreased^  and  that  tillage  has 
been  extended. 

I  here  close  4ny  observations  on  the 
Report ;  which,  from  the  detail  I  have  felt 
myself  compelled  to  enter  into,  I  am 
afraid  may  have  been  tiresome  to  the 
House.  But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  of 
high  importance  that  the  mis-statements 
of  the  committee  (made  involuntarily  I 
am  persuaded)  should  be  corrected,  not 
only  as  they  may  otherwise  influence  the 
conduct  of  members  of  this  House,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  mischief 
which  has  been  done  by  .their  having  been 
adopted  as  correct  throughout  the  country. 

What  occurs  to  me  further  upon  tho 

feneral  subject,  I  will  state  as  briefly  as 
can. 

I  have  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  the  protecting  prices  recommended 
by  the  committee,  and  have  shewn  not 
only  how  disproportionate  they  are  to  any 
former  instances,  but  how  much  higher 
they  are  than  the  witnesses  examined  by 
the  committee  think  would  be  sufficient. 

If  we  refer  to  another  authority,  which 
the  advocate  for  high  prices  will  not  ob- 
ject to,  it  will  appear,  that  those  in  the 
Report  are  higher  than  are  sufficient  to 


*  Which  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
the  rapid  rise  of  rents. 

t  Probably  not  exceeding  80#.  for 
middling  wheat,  ^ 
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meet  the  great  and  rapid  increase  of  rents. 
I  atlude  to  Mr.  Curwen,  who  I  may  be 
permitted  to  name,  as  he  is  no  longer  a 
member  of  the  House;  a  eentleman  whose 
attention  to  every  part  of  this  subject  has 
not  been  exceeded  by  any  one ;  nor  do  I 
believe  there  is  an  individual  in  this  coun- 
try who  values  more  highly  than  he  does 
the  importance  of  encouraging  agriculture, 
as  opposed  to  promoting  manufactures; 
under  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that  the 
latter  should  not  for  a  moment  be  put  in 
competition  with  the  former;  persuaded 
that  the  stoppage  of  manufactures,  gene- 
rally speaking,  would  have  no  important 
consequences,  nor  would  be  lastingly  felt, 
conceiving,  as  he  did,  that  the  intlividuals 
engaged  in  the  manufactories  would  in  a 
abort  space  of  time  fall  into  other  channels 
of  employment.  He  has  stated  those  opi- 
nions both  in  parliament  and  in  print,  for 
which  no  blame  can  be  imputable  to  him, 
because  I  am  sure  they  are  sincere ;  nor 
do  I  refer  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
bating them,  which  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
do  in  his  absence;  but  I  think  it  a  doty  to 
ahew,  that  the  views  of  a  most  zealous 
agriculturalist  are  more  limited  than  those 
of  the  committee,  for  protecting  the  growth 
of  com^  In  his  Address  to  the  Working- 
ton Society  in  1811,  he  tells  them,  '<  that 
the  exorbitant  rents  which  have  been 
given  fbr  land,  do  not  appear  to  be  war- 
ranted, as  long  as  the  corn  laws  remain  as 
they  are.  Sixty*six  shillings,  the  rate  at 
which  importation  may  be  made,  is  now 
greatly  too  low;  it  ought  at  least  to 
be  80*.'* 

Where  there  has  been  any  alteration  in 
the  rents  in  the  last  iwo  or  three  years,  I 
believe  they  have  fallen*;  the  exorbitancy 
alfuded  to  by  Mr.  Corwen  must,  I  think, 
have  prevented  any  rise  in  them.  We 
see,  then,  the  price  he  thought  would  be  a 
protecting  one  against  importation,  was 
61«.  a  quarter  below  that  of  the  committee, 
as  their  135s.  would  have  become  14l«. 
by  including  Ireland  in  the  average.  It  is 
now  propoMd  to  be  9()s.  including  the 
Irish  average  ;  which  is  still  27 «.  higher 
than  1804,  and  405.  higher  than  in  1791, 
when  the  whole  subject  was  most  fully 
considered,  first  in  the  privy  council,  and 
afterwards  in  parliament. 

My  own  view  of  the  subject  is,  that  the 
grower  of  corn  should  be  very  effectually 

Protected,  to  the  extent  of  the  price  being 
igh  enoogh  to  ensure  his  being  able  to 
pay  a  fair  rent;  and  to  have  a  reasonable 
profit  to  bittialf  I  but  wbui  that  object 


shall  be  secured,  the  consumer  should  tbenf 
have  every  possible  facility  of  supply  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  the  protecting  one. 

In  this  1  have  the  goon  fortune  to  agree 
with  the  committee  of  privy  c^ncil,  who, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  Report  to  the  King 
in  1790^  afterwards  presented  to  this 
House,  say,  "  That  in  forming  the  regu* 
lations  then  suggested  by  them,  they  had 
endeavoufed  equally  to  provide  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  grower  of  corn,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  consumer.  The  interests 
of  the  grower  and  consumer  are  supposed 
by  some  to  be  at  variance :  to  reconcile 
them  as  much  as  possible,  is  the  end  which 
efery  wise  government  should  endeavour', 
to  attain.  The  interest -of  the  consumer  is 
entitled  to  the  first  consideration,  so  far  as 
to  preserve  him,  in  every  possible  oontin« 
gency,  from  scarcity  and  distresr;  and  as 
distress  for  want  of  this  necessary  article 
of  subsistence  cannot  long  exist  in  any 
country  without  exposing  it  to  those  com- 
motions which  frequently  happen  in  timet 
of  dearth,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  grower 
of  corn  would  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  in* 
dostry  in  safety,  unless  due  attention  is 
paid  to  this  first  and  capital  object :  but 
this  point  being  once  secured,  the  interests 
of  the  ^ower  should,  in  the  next  placei 
occupy  the  particular  attention  of  the  le* 
gislature.  The  production  of  com  is  the 
first  and  roost  important  occupation  of  tha 
subjects  of  every  country,  and  on  its  sue* 
cess  rests  the  main  support  and  prosperity 
of  every  other  trade :  for  the  sake  of  the 
consumer,  therefore,  the  most  liberal  en* 
cooragement  and  protection  should  be 
given  to  those  employed  in  it ;  for  without 
ofiering  proper  incitements  to  their  in- 
dustry, plenty  can  never  be  procured; 
for  these  reasons  it  will  be  found,  perhaps^ 
on  due  consideration,  that  the  interests  of 
the  grower  and  consumer,  well  i^nderstood^ 
are  less  at  variance  than  at  first  they  may 
appear.  In  the  advice  which  the  committee 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  offer  to  your 
Majesty,  they  have  aimed  at  discovering 
the  point  of  union  at  which  these  interests 
meet;  and  they  humbly  refer  to  the  judg- 
ment of  your  Majesty  bqw  far  they  have 
accomplished  the  object  they  had  in 
view.'* 

Consistently  with  these  opinions,  it  ap* 
pears  to  be  desirable  in  the  first  place  te 
come  to  a  determination  what  the  prices 
should  be  at  which  inlportation  should  be 
allowed  and  exportation  restraijied ;  tak- 
ing it  for  granted  that  no  one  now  enter- 
taint  the  remotest  idea  of  an  entirely  free 
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trade  ia  com,-  which  wooU  be  equally 
aiiichi«¥0U8  io  the  grower  iuul  ooofuntr. 

Whatever  deference  niay  be  due  tg  the 
•pinions  of  eniaeoi  writera  on  thia  ^pb- 
jeci,  I  do  not  beiieTB  that  ia  the  preaei^ 
ftate  of  things  any  one  will  be  fouod  to 
recommeod  that  meaaure*  The  low  value 
of  land  and  wages  of  labour  in  tfie  Bortb«rA 
parts  of  the  contintntj  ocf^asion  the  prices 
of  com  to  be  generally  so  much  cheaper 
there  than  here,  as  would  enable  the  mer- 
chant, afiter  paying  ordinary  freight  and 
inaurance  (espectally  in  ^eace),  to  sell  at 
prices  here  below  what  the  British  farmer 
could  afford  to  pay  his  rent  at;  this  is  de- 
cisive against  a  free  import.  There  have 
been  no  importations  from  Dantzig  for  a 
considerable  time,  bat  the  last  average 
price  I  have  seen  was  36s.  Sd>;  and  the 
charges  from  thence  into  the  port  of  Lon- 
don are  now  ^Q§.  which  in  the  war  were 
d2s.*  '  I  am  however  not  aware  how  the 
present  measure  ot  allowing  a  perfectly 
fifwe  export^  and  creating  additional  diffi- 
collies  in  the  way  of  import,  can  be  consi- 
Asred  as  consonant  with  the  opinions  of 
authors  who  recwmmeoded  a  free  trade  in 
corn. 

•  If  there  sb«ll  be  no  restraint  on  ex- 
port)  corn  may  in  a  time  of  scarcity  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  to  some  other 
places  where  the  want  may  be  more 
urgent  than  here^  and  so  the  price  he  en- 
iianced  beyond  all  possible  means  of  the 
labourer  and  manufacturer  purchasing. 
We  are  told,  however,  that  thjs  is  not 
likely  to  occur,  because  such  places  may 
be  supplied  from  the  north  of  £urope ; 
l>ut  we  know  from  >experieace,  that  a 
scarcity  has  not  onfrequent|y  happened 
lit  the  same  time  throughout  this  quarter 
of  the  world. 

Without  regarding  that  consideration, 
it  is  proposed  that  the  export  shall  be 
completely  free,  but  that  the  import  shall 
femaio  fettered  with  dilBculties  and  disad* 
vantages  as  at  present,  and  under  prices 
greatly  increased. 

The  determination  respecting  prices 
should  of  course  depend  upon  the  rents 
the  farmers  pay;  but  whether  that  should 
.  he  according  to  the  exorbitant  renu  al- 
luded to  by  Mr.  Curwen,  or  according  to 
luore  moderate  ones,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
^  '         — 1 — 

*  In  War.  Now, 

tapping  Charges -lOj.    Insurance    .    .    .    Sj. 
fetich  ticerice   ^-10      Freight    -    -    ,.    .14 
Insuraoce  -    -    -  17      Shipping  Charges    -  10 
Knight.    •    ^  ^45  ^, — 
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difficfiljt  t9  settle ;  evep  if  thoie  should  bn 
iD^i^d  upon,  I  am  incKpe^  to  believe,  09 
enquiry  of  the  mos^  intelligent  and  expe* 
rienced  s^irveyors  in  valuing  estates  |U  the 
time.JVIr.  Curwen,  wrote,  th?t  the  price  of 
firbeat.  j^t  80s,  a  qu^ter,  would  afford  » 
sufficient  protection  to  tbe  grower. 

Under  the  existing  laws  the  e^cpprt  is 
irte  from  allembarrassm^t  a*  aood  as  tj^f 
pripe  falls  below  the  pres<;ribed  limit?  j 
put  it  is  not  so  with  regard  to  impprtatlon  ; 
in  the  way  of  that  there  are  great  discour 
ragements  and  difficulties,  even  with  portf 
in  Europe  :  aod  impossibilities  respectinjg 
supplies  frofff  the  Black  S^a,  from  whence 
quantiiies  to  almost  any  extei^t  m^y  be 
bad,  wheu  the  navigatix^n  is  not  i^ter^ 
rupted  by  the  Turks. 

This  arises  froi^  the  sys|ei9  i^t^bli^ihed 
for  regulating  the  impart ;  the  prices  ar/| 
taken  according  to  the  ave;^ges  of  the 
preceding  six  weeks,  and  the  retqras« 
which  are  to  guide  the  importatiqp,  ar^ 
sent  to  the  ports  every  three  moiUhs; 
after  which  the  importers  are  expofi^ 
either  to  a  prohibition  or  a  high  duty. 

The  supply  of  wheat  in  tim^  of 
scarcity  is  principally  from  Poland.  The 
foreign  market  is  sover^ed  chiefly  by  the 
London  prices-  We  have  been  considered 
as  the  consumer!  of  the  surplus  prodiKcof 
that  country;  and  when  £4)g|aad  has 
drawn  deeply,  it  has  been  procured  frofli^ 
the  interior :  the  quantiiies  to  be  bad  at 
the  shipping  ports  on  the  continent  at  any 
given  time,  are  seldom  fonsiderabie.  The 
proprietors  of  the  great  estates  in  Polaed 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  sending  large  aupT 
plies  to  the  coast  in  qpest  of  buyers; 
preferring  to  keep  their  produce  on  theit 
9wn  estates  to  hazarding  a  precarious  sale 
for  it  at  the  sea-side-  Corn  cannot  there-i 
fore  be  had  iipmediately  qn  its  being 
written  for  from  bfBocfi  when  the  d«maAd 
is  pressing, 

In  late  years  it  was  hardly  possible  Jle 
write  to  Dantzic,  Bremea«  or  Koningaberg 
to  get  the  cargo  her^  in  |ime  ;  the  wacer* 
tainty  of  doingso  mnst  in^efd  ^i  all  timef 
be  considerable.  From  Odessa,  aai 
neighbouring  ports,  through  which  iiB' 
mense  supplies  might  be  derived  frooa 
Poland,  by  the  Bog,  the  Dniester  aad  tha 
Dnieper,  it  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt 
an  importation.  It  would  therefore  re- 
quire \\k%i  the  period  should  be  extended, 
.  It  qiay  be  worthy  of  con^idbaratiofif 
whether  the  averf  ges  shAuM  «^  ba  takea 
annually  in  the  latter  fod  «<f  J)e«amber  t^ 
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paoie*  by  the  doM  of  the  year,  a  jodg- 
ment  migbi  be  formed  of  the  scaQiir^jess 
or  abor)d&nce  of  ibe  preceding  harvest. 

That  may  be  Abjectionable,  but  eoaie 
exten^oD  of  the  time  aeeins  to  be  need's*' 
f  ary*  It  would  also  be  a  highly  beoeficial 
measure  to  permit  corn  to  come  here 
freely  at  all  timee  from  all  places^  and  in 
ships  of  any  coaotry  with  which  we  are  in 
amity,  as  other  provisions  may  now  be 
brought,  instead  of  being  restrained  to 
Briti%  ships,  or  ships  of  the  country  from 
whence  the  importation  is  made;  for  how* 
aver  frii^ndly  I  have  been  throughout  my 
public  life  to  the  interests  of  our  nftviga* 
tioB,  I  think  the  supply  of  the  people  a 
higlier  eonsideration  than  a  temporary 
suspeosiMi  of  the  12th  Ch«  2^  to  an  incon- 
siderable extent. 

Aay  new  facility  of  this  eort,  or  of  addi- 
tional protection  to  warehousing,  could 
not  be  said  to  be  injurious  to  farmers^ 
while  it  would  be  the  be#t  protection 
against  monopoly,  aad  the  best  security 
against  the  iU  conseqoesoes  of  a  scarcity. 

Nor  would  such  regulations  be  likely  to 
operate  against  our  exchange,  as  tbejgniia 
would  probably  be  sent  here  on  foreign 
account,  and  would  not  be  paid  for  by  us, 
except  in  the  event  of  necessity  obliging  us 
to  take  it  out  for  home  consumptioft :  we 
should  likawisejderive  considerable  advan- 
tage from  various  sources,  of  commission, 
landing  ch|irges,  warehouse  rent,  re-ship- 
ping,  kc.  &c.  In  which  case  it  woald 
possibly  be  prudent  not  only  to  give  up 
the  duties  on  warehousing,  but  to  give 
forther  encouragement  to  it. 

The  commtttee  of  privy  council  in 
17QJ  strongly  recommended  the  measure 
of  warehouoing ;  they  say,  "  There  w  no 
regulation  in  our  system  of  the  com  laws 
that  is  mora  beneficial,  end  more  deserves 
therefore  to  be  extended  and  improved, 
than  those  provisions  that  permit  the  ware- 
bousing  of  foreign  corn.  This  regulation 
tends  to  secure  to  us  a  very  important 
branch  of  commerce ;  it  enables  our  mer- 
chants,  who  receive  corn  from  the  Ame- 
ricans in  payment  of  their  debts,  to  lodge 
it  here,  either  for  the  home  or  foreign 
market,  as  occasion  may  fequire;  it  is 
also  the  only  method  of  forming  maga- 
1(11108  of  a  peblic  nature  in  this  country 
against  times  of  distress  and  scarcity, 
without  prejudice  to  the  British  farmers 
and  growers  of  corn.''  The  report  then 
goes  on  to  recommend  th^t  the  measure 
nail  be  carried  into  effect  by  the  public 
defraying  ibe  ex|aiica  of  warehouses  and 


afATf  5,  18i4v 


[SOB 


oflQcerc  What  tfae  committee  of  privy 
council  allude  to  with  respect  to  the  Aflw- 
ricans,  applies  to  alt*  foreigners  who  taka 
our  manufactures*.  This  has  be6n  carried 
int9  effect  by  tbe  law  of  1791,  except  m. 
to  relief  from  warehouse  rent  aad.  low 
duties. 

Ae  the  Irish  average,  as  now  proposed^ 
is' to  be  included,  it  will  be  worthy  of  con-* 
sideration,  whether  provision  should  not  b« 
diade  for  putti^ig  the  British  and  Irish  con* 
aumer  on  the  same  footing ;  tocompensata 
the  difierence  of  the  average,  which,  in  a 
period  of  21  years  selected  by  the  com<* 
mittee,  has  been  shewn  to  be  12^.  in  Irc^ 
land  below  that  of  Great  Britaio. 

The  average  in  Great  Bntain    78s. 

Do.  in  Ireland  -    .    -    -    .  66s. 

Average  of  United  Kingdom    72s. 

The  adoption  of  that  avcarage  wouUh 
necessarily  operate  very  unequally  upon 
the  respective  countries;  as  in  Ireland 
whfo  wheat  would  be  cheaper  by  1 2a  a 
quarter  than  in  Great  Britain,  no  more 
duty  vrould  be  chargeable  than  in  Eng-* 
land;  while  the  eSkci  ot  including  in  thia 
measure  the  Irish  average  with  the  British 
would  deprive  the  English  consumer  of 
tha advantage  of  importing  foreign  corn  at 
a  low  duty. 

The  eommitlee  tell  us  "  that  if  the  regu- 
lating price  for  allowing  the  importationof 
corn  is  mada  a  very  high  one,  it  will  ba 
the  best  possible  protection  the  grower 
can  have;"  and  they  at  the  same  tim^ 
recommend  most  strongly,  that  the  free 
' '  ' ' '   'J  '      I    ■  I  .1        I       , 

*  In  another  part  of  the  same  Report 
there  is  the  following  passage :  "  In  other 
countries  magazines  are  formed  by  their 
respective  governments,  or  by  the  prinei* 
pal  magistrates  of  great  cities,  as  a  resourea 
in  times  of  scarcity.  This  country  has  no 
such  institutions.  The  stores  of  com  ara 
here  deposited  in  the  barns  and  stacks  of 
wealthy  farmers,  and  in  the  magazines  of 
merchants  and  dealers  in  corn,  who  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  restrained,  but  rather 
encouraged,  in  laying  up  stores  of  tbit 
nature ;  as,  after  a  deficient  crop,  they  are 
thereby  enabled  to  divide  the  inconve- 
nience arising  from  it  as  equally  as  possi^ 
ble  through  every  part  of  the  year;  and 
by  checking  improvident  consumption  in 
the  beginning  of  scarcity,  prevent  a 
famine,  which  might  otherwise  happen 
before  the  next  harvest.  The  inland 
trade  of  com  ought  tlierefore  ta  ba  per« 
foctly  firee/'  he. 
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exportation  «'of  it  should  be  allowed  to  all 
countries  till  the  price  becomes  what  may 
be  considered  a  very  high  one/' 

All  this  is  very  good  for  the  grower,^  but 
what  becomes  of  the  consumer  ?  The 
labourers  and  manufacturers,  and  not  only 
those,  but  others  in  the  lower  ranks  in  life, 
and  a  lar^e  proportion  in  the  middling 
ranks  also,  have  endured,  with  patient 
resignation,  the  most  severe  and  trying 
privations  in  unexampled  years  of  scar- 
city ;  looking  forward,  with  hope,  to 
better  times;  ought  we  thien  by  any 
measure  of  ours  to  frustrate  that  hope  }  Or 
ought  we  not  rather  to  give  them  every 
possible  facility  of  supply,  consistently 
with  the  interest  of  the  grower,  where 
that  shall  be  necessary  and  attainable  ?  I 
am  compelled  to  say,  that  their  interests 
^  appear  not  to  have  been  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  in  the  Report. 

Independently  of  considerations  of 
humanity,  we  should  not  be  carried  away 
by  the  arguments  in  favour  of  agriculture 
exclusively,  however  important  it  is  to  at- 
tend to  those,  and  with  all  due  respect  for 
the  opinions  coinciding  with  Mr.  Cur- 
wen's,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  manu- 
facturing interests  in  this  country  deserve 
the  most  attentive  and  watchful  care  of. 
the  legislature,  not  merely  for  the  sake  of 
the  industrious  and  meritorious  work-peo- 
ple, a  sufficiently  strong  one,  but  to  coun- 
teract as  far  as  we  can  the  cheapness  of 
labour  in  other  countries,'  arising  princi- 
pally from  more  moderate  prices  of  corn. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council,  before  referred  to,  it  is  observed, 
"<that  the  condition  of  the  country  labourer 
certainly  requires  that  the  price  of  com 
should  be  low,  that  he  may  be  enabled  by 
his  wages  to  purchase  what  is  necessary 
for  his  subsistence  as  soon  as  the  price  of 
wheat  passes  48i.  The 'legislature  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  attend  to  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  poor,  and  to  encourage  the 
importation  of  foreign  wheat  by  allowing 
it  at  very  low  duties/'  This  statement 
was  in  1791 ;  and  in  1813  it  was  proposed 
to  giv^  them  na  protection  by  importation 
till  the  price  (including  the  Irish  average) 
should  be  )41s.  a  quarter !  !  nearly  three 
times  the  limit  previous  to  1791.  The 
present  proposal  of  90s.  appears  to  be  still 
much  too  high  ;  it  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  witnesses  examined  by  the  com« 
,  iDittee,and  Mr.  CurweuAthought  necessary. 

Now  I  have  a  firm  persuasion,  as  I  have 
before  stated,  that  the  interests  of  the 
grower  and  of  the  consumer^  rightly  tin-  ' 
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derstood,«re.by  no  means  inoompatilile  ; 
but  in  the  Report  of  the  committee,  all 
consideration  is  for  the  grower ;  high 
prices  were  their  leading,  if  not  their  sole 
object ;  and  the  mode  of  obtaining  it  is  . 
subject  to  very  little  uncertainty,  which 
we  may  learn  from  experience. 

The  limits  for  exportation  and  importa- 
tion were  not  altered  from  1688  to  1773: 
From  1715  to  1765  the  averages  taken  at 
ten  years  were  bdow  40f. ;  during  the 
greatest  part  of  that  time  below  36f.  ha  has 
been  shewn ;  whereas  in  the  eight  years 
previous  to  1773,  till  which  year  the  new 
system  did  not  take  place,  the  average  be- 
came so  high  as  21.  \0s.  \0d,  in  the  two 
years  to  1765  it  had  risen  to  44f.  6d,  in- 
clusive*. In  1773  the  price  limited  for 
export,  as  has  been  shewn,  was  44t.,  which 
in  1688  was  4S#.  and  in  the  eighteen  years 
from  1774  to  1791  inclusive,  when  the 
next  alterations  took  place,  the  average 
was2i.  9#«  8|d.,  something  less  than  in  the 
eight  years  preceding. 

In  1791  the  complete  revision  of  the 
com  laws  took  place,  aided  by  the  report  * 
already  alluded  to  by  the  committee  of 
privy  council  for  the  affairs  of  trade  ;  the 
whole  subject  was  then  most  fully  con^ 
sidered;  many. of  the  laws  which  had 
long  been  in  force  were  repealed,  several 
new  provi/ftions  were  made ;  and  it  was 
enacted,  that  when  wheat  was  under  44ff« 
it  should  be  exported  on  a  bonnty  of  5#. 
and  that  when  it  was  above  46s.  there 
should  be  no  export;  and  if  under  50ff« 
there  should  be  a  prohibitory  duty  on  im- 
portation ;  but  if  above  50«.  and  undec 
54f.  on  a  duty  of  22f.  6d.;  and  if  at  or 
above  549.  on  a  duty  of  only  6d, 

These  regulating  prices  continued  till 
1804,  during  which  period  the  average  of 
the  thirteen  years  was  3/.  14#.  ^f  iL 

In  1804,  the  last  Act,  regulating  prices, 
was  passed :  under  this  law,  there  was  a 
restraint  6f  the  exportation  of  wheat  wbea 
it  should  be  above  54i ;  here  was  an  in- 
crease of  Ss.  above  1791,  a  greater  advance 
than  had  ever  before  been  made ;  and  the 
averaige,  from  1805  to  1813,  inclusive,  was 
51, 0$.  3d. ,  In  these  two  last  periods  there 
certainly  wer^  years  of  scarcity,  and  most 
unusual  difficulties  in  the  way  of  importa- 
tion j  but  with  all  due  allowance  for  those 
occurrences,  the  increitse  of  the  averagea 
were  most  extraordinary.  May  it  not 
then  be  asked,  if  it  took  place  to  that 
amount,  on  a  rise  of  a  few  shillings  on  the 

*  See  Note  to  p.  684. 
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expprt  price,  as  fixed  by  law,  what  might 
have  been  expected  from  a  tise  of  425.  at . 
once ;  that  is,  from  545.  to  965. ;-  90s, 
nomiaaliy,  bat  becomes  9G«.  by  adding  the 
Irish  average  ?  And  may  I  not  still  ask, 
what  may  be  now  expected  from  the 
operations  of  the  resolutions  moved  by  the 
hon.  baronet  this  afternoon  ? 

Hitherto  I  have  confined  my  observa- 
tions to  the  care  of  the  immediate  con- 
sumer ;  but  ought  we  to  exclude  from  our 
minds  the  effect  that.would  inevitably  be 
produced  on  our  poor  rates,  and  the  price 
of  labour ;  in  truth,  no  very  small  propor- 
tion of  the  latter  is  in  many  instances  paid 
out  of  the  former;  I  mean  when  the 
labourer  has  more  young  children  than  it 
is  possible  for  him  to  maintain  from  his 
weekly  wages;  the  allowance  made  to 
paupers  out  of  the  work-house  is  generally 
according  to  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf. 

The  whole  charge  incurred  for  the  poor 
would,  I  think,  be  estimated  low  at 
6,000,000/.  The  money  actually  expended 
for  their  support  in  1 805,  was  4,267,000/.*, 
pince  which,  in  many  parishes,  the  rates, 
from  the  pressure  of  the  times,  have  been 
nearly  doubled.  It  most  be  apparent, 
therefore,  that  the  price  of  bread  is  of 
considerable  importance  to  those  who  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  as 
well  as  to  the  lower  and  middling  classes 
of  society.  The  effect  of  that  on  the  price 
of  labour  is  not  less  evident,  the  one  ought 
to  rise  with  the  other;  labour  became 
much  higher  in  1799  and  1800  with  tfte 
dearness  of  corn,  and  it  has  been  reduced 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  since  the 
price  of  bread  has  fallen. 

There  are  however  other  considerations 
which  press  strongly  on  my  mind :  I  allude 
to  the  revenue,  and  to  the  consumers  of 
beer  ,and  other  articles  produced  from 
grain:  the  first  belongs  more  immediately 
to  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  but  it  should  not  be  held 
to  be  a  light  one,  ii^ihe  present  time 
especially,  when  the  poduce  of  some  of 
our  taxes  may  be  affected  by  fraudulent 
practices  on  the  return  of  peace. 


*  It  appears  by  a  return  to  parliament, 
that  the  whole  sum  raised  io  that  year  by 
'poor's  rates,  was 5,348,000/.  the  difference 
was  paid  for  militia,  higlvways,  &c. ;  this 
charge  is  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
the  average  of  1783-4  and  5,  and  more 
than  treble  that  of  1770.  With  these  facto 
before  u?,  my  conjecture  of  6,000,000/. 
ipust  be  thought  much  below  the  real 
amount. 


The  import  price  of  barley  under:  the 
Act  of  1804  was  Sis.  6d,  the  Report recom^ 
mends  its  being  raised  to  54s.  2d.  a  dificf- 
rence  of  more  than  22s,  a  quarter.  1  be- 
lieve somewhat  more  than  three  barrels  of 
beer  is  brewed  from  a  quarter  of  malt ; 
but  rating  it  at  only  three  barrets,  an  addir 
tion  of  5s,  a  quarter  would  make  an  in- 
crease of  U.  8(/.  a  barrel,  and  consequently 
an  eventual  rise  of  20f.  a  quarter  of  malt 
would  add  at  least  6s,  8i.  a  barl-el  to  the 
price  of  strong  beer,  equal  to  two-thirds  of 
the  duty  now  payable  on  the  article :  as 
the  brewer  would  however  naturally  in- 
demnify himself  for  his  additional  capital^ 
the  rise  of  205.  a  quarter  in  barley  would 
operate  to  nearer  3-4ths  than  2«5ds  of  thtt 
duty  ;  from  3-4ths  to  about  one  penny  a 
quart  on  porter.  A  reference  to  accounts 
will  shew,  that  this  is  not  a  mistaken  view 
of  the  subject.  Grain  was  at  its  highest 
price  in  181S ;  and  in  that  year  the  duty 
on  strong  beer  was  about  240,000/.  less 
than  in  1812:  and  on  a  comparison,  be- 
tween 1813  and  the  average  of  the  thre* 
preceding  years,  the  result  would  be 
nearly  the  same;  and  the  price  to  th« 
consumer  was  raised  considerably. 

Important  as  this  consideration  is,  as  to 
the  brewery,  it  is  not  the  only  one  we 
should  have  in  our  contemplation;  be- 
cause^  in  proportion  to  the  high  price  of 
malt,  the  temptation  offers  itselt  to  use 
other  and  cheaper  ingredients  instead  of  it. 

Such  practices  have  been  in  use  for  moro 
than  a  century,  in  times  when  gram  was 
at  extremely  low  prices*^  Laws  havo 
been  passed  for  the  prevention  of  ihem^ 
and  for  the   punishment  of  the  offend - 


♦  By  the  13ih  of  W.  3,  ch.  5,  sugar, 
honey,  foreign  grains,  Guinea  pepper* 
liquor,  or  syrup  made  from  malt  and 
water  (beer  druggists  it  seems  were,  then 
known))  Coculuslndise,  and  other  unwhole- 
some  materials,  were  prohibited  to  be  used. 
The  prohibition  of  these  articles  was  fur- 
ther enforced  by  statutes  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  in  which  acts  broom  apd 
wormwood  were  included.  These  protec- 
tions for  the  health  of  the  people,  and 
against  frauds  on  the  revenue,  were,  how- 
ever, found  so  ineffectual,  that  a  law  was 
passed  so  lately  as  in  1 802,  42  G.  3,  ch. 
38,  sect.  20,  increasing  the  penalty  from 
20/.  to  200/.  for  using  noxious  and  un- 
wholesome drugs,  vitrioli  grains  of  Pj^ra- 
dise,  opium,  &c.  and  at  length  enacting, 
that  no  ingredients  shall  be  used  jm  making 
beer  except  malt  and  hops* 
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fgn;  bat  deteetions  in  this  case  are 
extremely  difflcoit ;  notwitbstavding 
wbicb,  conffctioiis  for  using  drags  in 
beer  ape  perhaps  more  freqaent,  proper- 
tioiiably,  tban  in  any  other  excisable 
•  commodity.  The  fraudulent  brewer  has  a 
further  inducement  to  vse  the  forbidden 
articles  than  the  cheapness  of  them,  as  be 
is  thereby  enabled  to  get  rid  of  the  com- 
pare which  the  officer  makes  of  the  quan-^ 
tity  of  beer  brewed  with  that  of  malt  used  ; 
and  I  ask,  ought  we  then  lightly  to  Udd 
greatly  to  the  inducements  that  persons 
who  have  no  tregard  for  their  character 
have  for  using  noxious  articles  instead  of 
malt? 

I  shall  net  be  suspected,  I  am  sure,  of 
meaning  to  convey  the  remotest  reflection 
on  any  of  those  carrying  on  manufactories 
df  beer,  who  are  protected  equally  by  their 
characters,  and  by  their  being  above 
temptation  ;  but  that  the  practices  con* 
tinue  to  prevail,  the  numerous  con^cttons, 
botb  in  the  summary  jurisdictibn  and  in 
the  Exchequer,  afford  a  certain  proof  of. 

If  we  look  to, the  distiHery,  the  impor- 
tance to  the  revenue  will  be  found  to  be 
not  less :  the  increase  of  20f.  a  quarter  on 
malt  would,  I  think,  be  1#»  a  gallon  on 
spirits. 

Now,  it  seems  ta  bat*  been  generally 
admitted,  that  it  is  desirable  to  have  the 
duty  OB  this  article  carried  as  high  as  it 
can  be,  without  lesstmingthe  consumption. 
If,  therefore^  the  price  of  grain  rais^es  the 
cost  of  the  spirit  U.  a  gallon,  to  that  ex- 
lent  the  revenue,  when  malt  is  used,  must 
tfuflTer.  I  know  I  am  supported  in  these 
opiuions  by  a  person  of  the  very  best  ex- 
perience in  the  revenue  of  excise;  and  in 
Ibe  latter  ease,  not  only  by  him,  but  by 
persons  most  conversant  in  the  manufac- 
ture. 'In  Scotland  and  Ireland  the  private 
distillation  is  chiefly  from  grain,  but  in 
England  from  sugar  and  molasses,  chiefly 
the  latter.  In  proportion*  therefore,  as 
the  price  of  barley  and  malt  is  increased  to 
the  entered  distiller,  the  profits  td  ttve 
fraudulent  one  would  be  increased.  If  I 
am  right  in  my  estimate  of  U;  a  gallon,  it 
would  be  nearly  300,000/.  a  year  on  com 
spirits^ 

My  right  hon.  fViend  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  frauds  to  which  I  allude,  in  that 
branch  of  the  revenue ;  they  are,  I  believe, 
triflings  in  England,  compared  with  what 
they  are' in  Scotland  and'in  ^eland;  but 
even  here  I  should,  on  conjecture,  estimate 
Itiemfrom  l«dth  to  l«9Ui  of  ttaeconsump* 
lion  of  the  country. 


Sir  M.  PamMt  MttHon 


fftft 


The  leeses  to  the  revenue  I  have  here 
stated,  and  of  increased  prices  to  the  con « 
sumef,  are  on  a  supposition  of  the  prices  of 
grain  being  raised  to  tbose  proposed  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  which  will  certainly  not- 
invariably  be  ibe  case  ;  but  the  measmi! 
is  avowedly  to  obtainhigh  prices  for  grain, 
and  in  proportion  as  that  shall  succeed, 
the  consequences  above  referred  to  will 
follow. 

Here  again  I  call  upon  the  House  td 
consider  whether  we  should  not  be  cautious 
of  putting  the  revenue  to  so  much  hazard, 
and  of  offering  such  strong  inducemfent  to 
the  fraudulent  manufacturer  to  attempt  an 
escape  from  the  duty.  The  estimates  hercS 
suggested  are  made  on  the  prices  recom* 
mended  by  the  committee;  those  now 
proposed  by  the  hon.  ba#onet  sire  about 
one  third  h>wer ;  to  that  extent,  therelbret 
the  mischief  apprehended  will  be  less. 

Let  me  next  ask  if  the  landed*  gi^tlemen 
will  have  all  t<he  advantages  fVom^  the  higtt 
price  of  com  that  are  heM  oat  to  them  ?  I 
have  already  noticed  the  efibct  that  would 
inevitably  be  produced  on  the  poors'  rates^ 
and  the  price  of  labour,  by  dearness  of 
grain,  and  that  in  many  instances  the  in^ 
creased  price  of  bread  directly  raises^  the 
price  of  labour. 

We  are  told,  howevev,  th*  farmer  wants  . 
further  enoouragement  to  induce  him  to 
prodijce  more  grains,  and  the  owner  of  the 
soil  to*  pot  more  land  in  tillage,  of  which 
n|^  proof  is  adduced ;  but  We  have  strong 
presumptive  evidence  to  the  contrary.  In 
the  ten  years  from  ISOl  to  19M,  our  po«» 
pulation  in  England  alone*  increased 
1,448,000 :  in  that  period  the  average  ex- 
cess of  importation  above  exportation  of 
wheat  was  586,814  quarters;  but  in  that 
period  are  included  two  years  of  tbij 
greatest  scarcity  ever  known  in  thiS'coun-* 
try.  Excluding  those,  the  average  excess 
of  importation  of  the  other  eight  yetirs  wa« 
S88,780  quartern.  If  we  look  to  the  2V 
years  from  \77^Jxhe  year  in  whicb  thef 
Act  was  passed  wmch  has  been  so  muclf 
exclaimed  against]  to  1791)  inclusive,  wef 
shall  find  the  excess*  of  imports  above  fbd 
exportsTon'  an  avei'sge  to  bemfmuic  than 
1 40,000  quarters  anmmlly ;  f  within  Which 
period  we  had  not  only  an  immensely  iti'>- 
creasing  population  t^  provide  for,  buv' 


*  P  state  the  increaseof  the  populatienr 
in  Englaifd  only,  because  the  accounts  oF 
imports  and>  exports*  of  grain  are  confined 
to  England. 

f  FbrthteieHpiantkkssea^NMttep.aSfV 
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.^r«at  ouRjbers  of  the  labourii^  classes  ac- 
.i|Qirc$d  the  habit  of  using  the  best  wheaten 
obread,  who  before  consumed  floor  from 
#ye  or  barley,  or  a  ooarser  sort  from  wheat: 
■antf<^ considering  how  large  a  proportion  of 
those  classes  have  little  other  food  than 
bfead,  it  is  not  wonderful  they  should 
eopply  themseWes  with  that  of  the  best 
quality. 

If,  with  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  we 
jreckon  the  oonsumption  at  only  a  quarter 
«  head  annually,  aocordii^  to  thecomoion 
computation,  whioh  I  am  piersuaded  is- 
•rather 'below  the  qoaotity,  it  will  be  seenj 
•to  what 'an  immense  extent  our  tillage 
-inust  have  been  increased  in  ktte  years. 

The  number  of  Inclosure  Acts  have  also 
ibeen  on  the  inoreaee  for  some  time  pfMt; ; 
'and  notwithstanding  the  immensely  high 
prices,  which  have  offered  a  strong  in- 
ducement to  the  extension  of  tillage,  the ! 
4aad  now  in  cultivation  is  capable  of  very 
.great  improvement.  Mr.  Grierson,  a  gen- 
tleman intelligent  in  Irish  agriculture,  tells' 
OS,  that  land  in  tillage  might  be  increased  > 
•one^half.  And  Mr.  Curwen,  in  the  publi- 
cation (before  alluded  to)  in  1811,  sa]^, 
**  I  cannot  say  how  much  I  have  been  as- 
•tc«ished  with  the  appearance  of  the  coun- 
"Iry  from  Ferry-bridge  to  Newark :  this, 
with  little  exception,  is  as  fine  a  com  die- 
•tfict  as  any  in  England  ;  but  how  wretch- 
•edly  cultivated!  The  rents  not  half  what 
are  paid  in  the  Lotbiatis;  the  soil  equal, 
Slc/'  And  in  another  part  of  the  same 
work,  the  author,  who  is  a  very  competent 
judge,  tells  us,  <'  the  cost  of  a  good  and 
bad  crop  is  nearly  the  same ;  the  profit  in 
a'failtng  crop  ig  little,  if  not  attended  with 
loss ;  the  injury  to  the  land,  much  and  cer- 
tain.'' If  then  the  extraordinary  encou- 
ragement offered  by  prices  in  a  time  of 
'famine,  were  not  a  sufficient  .inducement 
to  increase  the  quantity  of  corn  produced, 
which  might  have  been  effected  to  a  great 
extent  at  little  or  no  additional  expence, 
whai  rational  expecta^n  can  be  enter- 
tained that  any  additional  rise  of  prices, 
computed  on  ordinary  occurrences,  will 
tempt-persons  to  put  large  parcels  of  new 
land  into  tillage,  (attended  with  an  infi- 
fiitely  larger  expence  than  the  improve- 
.ment  of  existing  cultivation)  beyond  the 
advantages  they  already  have.  But  if 
large  quantities  of  land  now  uncultivated, 
or  in  pasture,  shall  be  brought  into  tillage, 
may  not  ihe  present  grower  look  upon  that 
ai  kijurions  to  him  by  lowering  the  prides? 

The  Committee  hold  out,  to  captivate 
■e  description  of  people*  an  expectation 

(VOL.XXVIL)  .i 
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that  by  increased^cultivation  bread  will  be- 
come cheap ;  and  to  another,  that  by  rais* 
ing  the  prices  of  importation  and  lessening 
those  for  exportation,  corn  Will  be  dearer; 
the  attempto  made  to  reconcile  these  two 
ohjects  can  hardly  mislead  any  one,  not- 
withstanding the  very  ingenious  arguments 
used;  at  the  time  those  are  urged,  it  is  ao« 
knowledged  that  high  prices  is  the  o^jeqt 
in  view;,  and  we  know  firom  experienoe 
that  roust  be  obtained  by  the  n^eaos  pro* 
posed. 

Fully  aware  of  the  cKQcuUy  of  the  aob- 
ject  on  which  I  have  troubled  the  Houiia 
at  so  much  length ;  I  have  considered  it 
most  deeply  ;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis* 
taken,  the  land  owner  will  profit  by  thA 
measure  in  an  infinitely  smal^r  proportion 
than  the  labourers  in  agriculture  aiid  ia 
manufactures;  and  the  claqs  of  society  nejtt 
above  those,  will  su£fer  from  it. 

The  former  have  in  most  instances  been 
partially,  at  least,  indemnified  by  an  addi* 
tion  to  their  wages,  or  in  some  other  w^y  ; 
but  the  others  have  not,  and  indeed  could 
not  have  been,  to  any  extent.  These  de- 
scriptions of  people  have  borne  the  pres- 
sure with  a  degree  of  patience  thatcannot 
be^  (oo  highly  commended ;  ought  we  thea, 
as  soon  as  we  are  blessed  with  a  plentiful 
season,  to  turn  shor^  upon  them,  a«d  id 
adopt  a  measure  which  is  to  render  it  cee* 
tain,  as  ^r  as  the  interposition  of  the  legis- 
lature can  be  effectual,  that  the  price  of 
bread  shall  permanently  be  above  double 
what  it  was  before  the  unexampled  >miso- 
ries  of  the  lale  war  were  inflicted  i^peii 
us?* 

Other  points  which  have  been  thought 
of  some  importance  are  also  entirely  left 
out  of  sight,  both  in  the  Report  and  in  the 
Resolutions.  Nothing  is  suggested  respect- 
ing some  permanent  provision  to  ascertain 
when  it  shall  not  be  allowed  to  distil  front 
grain;  a  measure  loudly  called  for  to  pre- 
vent speculation  and  uncertainty,  equally 
mischievous  to  the  manufacturer  and  to 
the  revenue :  nor  is. any  mention  made  of 
giving  facility  to  importation,  when  by- 
law this  should  take  place. 

I  trust  enough  has  been  said,  to  convince 
every  one  that  a  more  comprehensive  vief^ 
of  the  subject  should  be  taken  before  so 


-  ♦  The  price  of  the  quartern  Wheaten 
loaf,  for  a  series  of  years  before  1794,  fiue- 
tuated  from  6d.  to  T^d,;  the  price  for  im« 
portation,  as  proposed  to  be  regulated,  is 
90s.  a  quarter,  which  would  make  the 
quartern  loaf  ISid. 
(2Z) 
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great  a  change  in  our  corn  laws  is  ac-' 
quiesced  in.     Lei  me  repeat  that  we  are 
called  upon  to  giTe  up,  on  the  mere  tug- 
'^estion  of  the  hon.  baronet,  the  regulations 
'restricting  the  export  of  corn  at  all  times, 
.  'and  under  whatever  circumstances  of  dis- 
tress we  may  be  in,  without  bestowing  an 
hour  of  our  time  to  enquire  whether  an  al- 
teration of  that  magnitude  is  fitter  sot; 
which  regulations  commenced  in  an  early 
-period  of  our  history,  and  have  been  varied 
according  to  circumstances  in  every  reign 
since;  even  in  the  time  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

In  support  of  the  other  Resolutions  re- 
gulating the  export  and  import  trade  in 
'corn  of  the  whole  empire,  it  is  true  we 
havf  a  report  from  a  committee;  but  such 
a  one  as  1  believe  this  House  has  never  yet 
•acted  upon.    Let  me  ask  gentlemen,  if 
they  think  they  ought  to  risk  such  conse- 
<quences  as  have  been  pointed  out  on  the 
miserable  authority  they  havebefore  them, 
:full  of  errors  and  mistakes,  and  with  no 
'Other  evidence  than  that  of  two  or  three 
-gentlemen,  whose  means  of  information 
are  confined  to  the  agriculture  of  Ireland. 
The  infinite  importance  of  a  full  enquiry 

•  would  well  warrant  a  delay  till  the  next 

•  aession,  when,  in  a  time  of  settled  peace,  it 
«inight  be  entered  upon  more  satisfactorily, 
-and  with  a  better  prospect  of  success,  than 

we  can  entertain  a  hope  of  at  present. 

1  earnestly  intreat,  therttfore,  for  the 
credit  of  the  House,  and  for  the  satisfac- 
•tion  of  the  country,  we  niny  not  take  this 
i Report  for  our  guide,  but  proceed  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  infinite  import- 
ance of  the  subject.  I  will  detain  the 
House  no  longer  ;  but  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  efTering  my  thanks  for  the  atten- 
tion with  which  they  have  honoured  me. 

Sir  Henry  PameU  felt  extremely  obliged 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  having 
given  him  au  opportunity  of  fairly  meeting 
his  arguments  on  th^  merits  of  the  Report. 
Since  that  Report  had  been  made,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  every  oc- 
casion to  deliver  observations  on  the  state- 
ments contained  in  it,  similar  to  those 
which  he  had  just  addressed  to  the  House. 
He  (sir  Henry)  now  stood  forward,  boldly 
and  fearlessly,  to  defend  that  Report,  and 
to  contend,  that  all  the  facts  and  statements 
•which  it  comprised,  with  only  one  excep- 
•tion,  were  perfectly  correct.  He  was  sorry 

•  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  been 
a  member  of  the  committee  which  drew 
op  that  Report.    If  he  had  been  so,  he  was 
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ready  to  declare,  that  his  services  would 
have  essentially  assisted  their  laboura. 
But  the  House  would  recollect,  that,  when 
the  committee  was  first  appointed,  its  only 
object  was  to  examine  the  corn  laws  of  Ire« 
land ;  and,  when  it  was  afterwards  sud* 
denly  proposed  to  extend  its  investigation 
to  the  corn  laws  of  this  country,  thoa^ 
members  who  were  added  to  it,  were,  per* 
haps,  selected  without  doe  consideratioo. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  observedyl 
that  his  (sir  Henry's)  object,and  the  object! 
of  the  Report,  was  to  raise  and  to  keep  tip  ] 
the  price  of  corn  and  of  bread.  ^  He  dis- 
claimed any  such  object — he  did  not  pro- 
pose his  Resolutions  with  a  view  to  any 
permanent  increase  of  the  price  of  com— 
nor,  in  truth,  could  they  have  any  auch 
effect.  There  was  this  distinction  to  be 
made  throughout  the  whole  qoeitioo, 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  either 
not  comprehended,  or,  if  he  did  compre- 
hend, he  had  not  the  candour  to  atatcf  if, 
that  though,  in  the  first  instance,  it  was 
intended  to  maintain  the  prices  of  grain, 
for  a  time,  at  what  they  now  were,  and  so 
far  to  keep  up  the  price  of  bread ;  yet,  as 
the  effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  en- 
courage tillage,  and  to  promote  the  growth 
of  corn,  by  which  means  a  greater  supply 
would  be  obtained,  it  must  finally  occasion 
a  reduction  of  the  price.  The  measure  be 
proposed  went  simply  to  this  object — to 
operate  an  increase  of  produce,  in  the  first 
itistance,  and,  in  the  second,  as  a  nec^asary 
consequence,  to  lessen  the  price  in  the 
market.  There  was  no  proposition  belbre 
the  House,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose,  for  continuing  •  the 
price  of  com,  at  any  particular  standard. 
And,  if  he  had  stated  cori-ectly,  what  ww 
mentioned  in  the  Report  relative  to  the 
price  of  wheat  at  105f.  he  would  have  seen 
that  no  intention  was  ever  entertained,  of 
continuing  it  at  that  rate.  The  reasoning 
of  the  Report  was  this:  after  examining 
the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  pointing  out  its 
effect,  the  committee  say,  that,*  if  the 
House  of  Commons  shofild  think  proper  to 
proceed  on  the  principle  of  that  Act,  they 
must  take  a  price  equivalent  to  that 
adopted  in  the  statute  of  Charles ;  that  price 
was  558, ;  and  105t.,  in  the  present  day« 
appeared  to  the  committee  as  not  more 
than  equivalent  to  5Ss,  at  the  former  pe- 
riod. The  price  named  by  the  committee 
was  therefore  nothing  more  than  condi- 
tional. *«  If,"  said  they,  "  the  House  con- 
sider it  right  to  adopt  the  principles- of  a 
lawi  which  has  operated  beneficially  for 
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the  rpttblic,' they  shoold  take  thai  |>Eice 
wbk)ii  the  difference  of  the  time  demaods.*' 
-—No  member  of  the  committee  intended 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  subject.    But, 
rather  than  take  a  turn  at  htsard,  they  se- 
lected thai  which  experience  sanctioned, 
aod  therefore  105s,  was  mentioned.    He 
did  not.  boweTer,  mejan  to  say,  thai  this 
Was  the  rate  which  ought  to  be  acted  on 
now.  .  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that 
price  should  be  adopted  which  met  the 
concurrent  opinion  of  the  House  and  of 
the  public  at  large. — A  reasonable  price 
ought  to  be  agreed  upon-— one  that  would 
secure  to  the  consumer  an  efficient  supply 
of  grain,  and  afford  such  a  proper  remu- 
neration to  the  grower,  as  would  prevent 
him  from  sustaining  injury.    In  the  reio- 
Itttion  the  price  was  uken  atSif.;  and 
bere  he  wished  to  observe,  that  all  the 
parties  who  petitioned  the'  House  on  the 
subject,  must  be  satisfied  that  their  repre- 
sentations were  attended  to,  and  had  met 
with  proper  consideration.    In  the  Petition 
of  the  inhabitanu  of  Newcastle,  105s.  per 
quarter  was  complained  of  as  too  high  a 
price— and.  incompliance  with  that  state- 
ment, he.  for  ofte.  was  willing  to  take  it  at 
$4<f.  being  2l#.  lower;  and.  if  that  were 
still  found  too  hiehi  he  was  ready  to  con- 
cur in  whatever  .the  House  might  consider 
proper.    Another  assertion  o(  the  right 
Bon*  gentleman,  was.  that  the  committee 
wishfd  to  fix  a  regulation  price  upon  corn. 
But  it  by  no  means  followed,  because  they 
pleased  to  name  a  price,  under  which  fo* 
reign  corn  should  not  be  imported,  that 
therefore  the  price  of  com.  at  home,  must 
aecessarilv  come  up  to  it.    The  average 
price  in  Ensland  and  Wales,  was  7S#.  per 
quarter.    Now*  did  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man mean  to  say.  that  if  no  com  could  be 
imported,  without  paying  duty,  until  the 
price  rose  to  84i.  that  this  system  would 
increase  the  price  at  home?   (Mr.  Rose 
said.  No»  no,)    Then,  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  admitted  that  it  would  not.  he 
abandoned  one  of  the  strongest  objections 
which  he  had  advanced  against  the  com- 
mittee.   The  present  low  price.  73s.  per 
Snarter,  was  the  result  of  last  year's  abun- 
ant  harvest;    and    he  understood    the 
quantity  of  com  was  so  great  throughout 
the  country,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  rise 
in  consequence  of  any  measure  they  might 
adopt.    On  the  contrary,  a  further  reduc- 
tion in  price  might  be  expected.    As  to 
the  propriety  of  a  free, export,  though  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  coincide  in, 
bif  ppinipn«  yet  he  was  by  no  means  sin-. 


gular  in  his   view  of  the  subject.     The 
right  hon,  gentleman  had  stated  his  firm^ 
belief,  that  it  would  be  a^nded  with  evil 
consequences;    but  ^very  individual  with 
whom   be   (sir  Henry  Parnell)  had  cop- 
versed  on  the  measure,  expressed  himself* 
favourable  to  it.     On  other  branches  of 
the  sottiect  be  had  found  a.  great  variety 
of  opinion ;  but  it  did  so  happen,  that,  on 
the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  a  free< 
export,  he  met  with  one  concurrent  feel-, 
ing.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  himself, 
was  the  only  person  he  ever  heard  speak 
against    the  adoption   of  that  principle., 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated  that 
there  were  no  less  than  one  hundred  and, 
thirty  laws  on  the  subject  of  the  corn 
trade,  which  the  committee  should  have, 
examined.     Now  what  was  the  line  the. 
committee  took  ?   They  did  not  begin  by 
examining    those    Acu    which    related^ 
merely  to  internal  trade.  .  They  were,  he  • 
believed,  very  numerous;  but.  as  they  re- 
ferred principally  to  the  storing  and  ware- 
housing of  com.  it  would  have  been  ridi- , 
culous  to,  enter  upon  an  investigation  of 
them ;  though,  undoubtedly,  they  were  of 
importance  at  the  time  they  were  passed. 
They  had.  however,  examined  with  atten- 
tion the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  all  such 
others  as  were  essentially  important.    The 
eulogium  passed  by  the  committee  on  that 
Act    was   transcribed  by  Adam  Smith. - 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  discovered, 
that  in  the  statement  of  average  prices , 
from  1646  to  1666.  contained  in  the  Re-  . 
port,  an  error  was  committed.      But  he 
should  have  recollected,  that  it  was  im-  , 
possible  to  get  any  document  on  this  sub- 
ject, referring  to  the  twenty  yc^rs  previous 
to    1666.  horn  the  Custom-house.     The 
committee  were  therefore  obliged  to  put 
up  with  such  authorities  as  were  within . 
their  reach ;  and.  in  looking  to  the  corn  . 
tracts  of  Mr.  Smith,  he  thought  they  had 
selected  the  very  best.      The  right  hon.  . 
gentleman  next  found  fault  with  that  part 
of  the  Report  which  was  supported  by  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Chalmers.     Here,  again, 
the  objection  appeared  unfounded,  since  it , 
could  not  be  disputed  that  Mr.  Chalmers's 
work "" was  one  of  great  accuracy  and  re-  , 
search.    The  right  hon.   gentleman  ob- 
jected to  the  distinction  which  the  com- 
mittee had  made  between  the  twosystetns 
—that  formed  by  the  old  laws,  and  the 
system  now  pursued  under  those  at  pre- 
sent in  being.     The  alteration,  he  said,  . 
took  place  in  1773,  but  though  it  was  not 
finally  adopted  until  this  period,  it  was , 
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introdooed  it»  1765»  Hy  annual  lavrt.  The 
right  hou.  gentleman  complaiaed  of  the 
statements  of  average  exporti  and  imports, 
Qoder  the  two  systems  of  lavr«  which  the 
committee  had  made.  Now,  although  he 
bad  denied  the  fact,  there  was  the  best 
proof  to  sh^w,  that  &>r  68  years  prior  to 
the  year  1765,  there  was  an  average  in- 
crease of  exports«-but,  since  that  time, 
there  had  been  a  regular  average  increase 
of  imports.  The  Report  might  be  incor- 
rect, as  to  a  year  or  two — but  it  was  per- 
fectly correct  as  to  the  entire  period.  The 
light  hon.  gentleman,  to  support  his  argn- 
ment,  had  gone  into  a  statement  of  the 
werage  prices,  under  the  old  and  new 
system^  Bat  when  he  made  the  infer- 
ences he  had  done,  he  must  have  sup- 
posed that  the  House  would  rather  trust  to 
bis  opinion,  than  to  their  own  comprehen- 
sion of  what  they  coo^d  themselves  learn. 
On  referring  to  the  Report,  they  would  find 
the  following  table  of  average  prices, 
from  which  the  deduction  was  self-evi- 
dent, the  aecnracy  of  which  was  indis- 
putable: 

I  4f«nce  Prices. 

^or  68  years,  prior  to  1764,  under    s,    <L 

the  Act  of  Charles  2. S3     3 

From  1764  to  1794  44    7 

From  1704  to  1803 65     8 

Froml803  to  1812  ...., 88  11 

Here,  then,  was  a  gradual  increase  in  price, 
the  consequence  of  acting  on  a  system 
diametrically  opposite  to  that  establish- 
ed by  the  Act  of  Charles  2,  and  which 
proved,  that  the  committee,  m  recom- 
mending a  recurrence  to  that  principle, 
were  borne  out  by  ffKrts,  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  state, 
that  if  the  House  adopted  849,  per  quarter, 
thecjuartem  loaf  would  be  double  the  price 

,  it  was  in  1794.  But  this  wa»  not  a  fair 
way  of  stating  the  effect  which  the  non- 
permission  to  import  corn  till  it  arrived  at 
84f.  per  quarter,  would  produce.  It  was 
not  right  or, fair  to  go  back  to  so  distant  a 
period,  and,  at  the  same  time, '  to  leave 
out  of  consideration  altogether,  the  great 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  valoie 
of  money.  If  he  would  enter  into  a  cal- 
culation of  the  real  value  of  a  quartern 
loaf,  and  compare  it  with  the  altered  value 
of  money,  he  would  find,  that  the  quartern 
loaf  is  cheaper  now  at  1  \^d.  than  it  was  in 
1794  at  7d      His  general  feeling  seemed 

^  to  be,  that  the  House  was  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently in  possession  of  the  subject,  to  act 
upon  it.— »Now  admitting,  for  argument 
■alee,  that  the  Report  was  iaaccors^te^  let 
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the  r%ht  hon.  gentleman  recollect  thftt  it 
was  submitted  to  pteliamentnear  a  twelve* 
month  ago,  and  that  several  debates  had 
taken  place  on  it.  Within  the  last  five-or 
six  ye^rs,  also,  it  should  be  remembered, 
other  committees  had  sat  (one  for  instance 
on  the  West  India  interests,  and  another 
on  the  distilleries)  in  which  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  com  trade  should 
be  minutely  examined.  The  subject  had^ 
besides,  been  before  the  public  during  the 
whole  of  the  last  year,  and  was  amply 
discussed  in  various  periodical  works.  In^ 
point  of  fkct,  therefore,  no  gentleman,  who* 
wished  to  make  himself  master  of  the  snb- 
ject»  could,  with  justice,  complain  that  he 
had  not  the  fullest  opperl^nity  of  doing  it. 
He  always  considered  it  a  subject,  net  so 
much  of  evidence  as  of  principle ;  and  ttie 
question  of  principle,  which  was  the  most 
important,  could  not  be  learned  from  de- 
positions, but  from  those  eircumstances^ 
which  every  man  had  it  in  his  power  to 
observe.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  now  come  to  a  decisien,  and 
declare  distinctly  what  should  be  Aont, 
since  every  person  who  spoke  on  theqnes* 
tion  seemed  to  think  that  seme  alceratioa* 
was  necessary  in  the  existing  system.  A0 
he  had  always  avew^  himself  the  frieait 
to  a  free  trade,  he  now  wished  to  state  the 
reasons  which  induced  him,  tiy  piecing 
certain  restrictions  on  the  importaiion  of 
com,  to  deviate  firom  that  principle.  If  the\ 
corn  and  commodities  of  this  country  were 
on  a  level  with  those  of  the  rest  of  Borope,. 
he  should  then  think  it  unnecessary  to  iiK 
troduce  an  artificial  system.  But  the 
price  of  corn  in  £ng4aed  had  risen  highef 
than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe^  ii| 
consequence  of  tlie  interruption  of  late 
years  of  out  communication  with  the  coo* 
tinent,  and  formed  an  exception  te  the  ge« 
neral  rule.  The  advocates  of  a  free  im*. 
port  of  corn  rested  their  arguments  on  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  But  if  that 
learned  man  could  now  give  an  opiniois 
on  the  subject,  it  would,  he  was- convinced, 
be  extremely  different  from  that  to  be  / 
found  in  his  works*  He  stated,  that  com'  ' 
being  a  very  bulky  article,  and  its  removal, 
of  eourse,  very  expensive,  it  was  not  likely 
to  be  imported  in  soch  quantities  as  would 
operate  prejndicialhy  to  our  growers;  beV 
that  manufactures  being  compaet,  mfdf 
not  difficult  to  be  shipped,  woehl,  if  per^ 
mission  were  given,  be  imported  te  sticfc 
an  extent  as  must  interfere  with  eur  aa^ 
nufactorers.  But,  with  respeel  te  Ms  firs* 
posiiiMi^  theoharaoteroftheceettlry  wae 
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dianged ;  fbr  corn  coold  now  be  broaglit 
fVom  Poland  and-otber  countries  so  cfa«op, 
tllat»  notwithstanding  |he  freight,  k  could 
be  sold  at  a  lower  rate  in  onr  market^ 
tban  that  produced  by  the  English  growera. 
The  opinion  of  Dr.  Smilh  did  not, 
tbtf^9ofe,  apply  to  the  present  time*— ^ 
Another  argument  of  *Br,  Smith's  was 
this—-the  proportion  of  foreign  corn  im- 
ported, he  9Vf%  being  only  a  five  hun- 
dred and  setenty*fir8t  part  of  the  whole 
quantity  consmned>  a  free  import  cannot 
be  injurious.  Bat  the  fbreij[n^  corn  im- 
ported  Ibr  the  IsfTtlfir'yeari  was^  on'^lm 
mrggg,  TW.OQO  tmartew;  5£,?5§5J"wr 
tlrenty -fifth  part  of  the  con8umptTon"*of 
9Km:^ntm;'yM  in  some  years"  it  haS 
beCfiTwo'  mii^fions  of  quarters  i  and%  there- 
forei  bis  reasoning  is  not  now  applicable.* 
^  *lie  has  also  said,  were  all  nalSbiis^lb  go- 
vern themselves  by  a  liberal  policy,  it 
would  be  their  interest  to  hare  a  free 
trade  in  eorn,  for  the  sKme  reason  that  it 
is  theinterest  of  every  country-  to  have  a 
free  trade  throughout  its  provinces ;  but, 
m  the  practicu  is  quite  diflferent,  it  fol- 
lows, of  course,  that  this  reason  in  fhtour 
of  a  free  trade  must  fall  to  the  ground. 
Bat  the  marn  argument  on  which  the  ad- 
vocates for  a  fpte  importation  rest  their 
opinion  is,  that  of  Dr.  Smith's  in  support 
of  a  generaft  system  of  a  free  trade.  But 
Dr.  Smith  does  not  himself  apply  this  rea- 
soning to  the  corn  trade  ;  and,  if  k  is  mi- 
nutely examined,  it  will  be  found  not  to 
justify  its  perfect  freedom  in  the  present 
sftate  of  things.  It  is  commonly  supposed 
tliat  the  whole  vahie  of  this  principle  con- 
iWU  in  this — that  you  ought  always  to 
buy  whatever  commodities  you  w^nt 
wherever  you  can  buy  them  cheapest. 
9ut  this  is  not  ail— 'the  consequences  of 
buying  cheap,  a^  explained  hv  Dr.  Smith, 
must  be  duly  attended  to.  If  you  buy  an 
article  from  a  foreign  country,  which  can 
be  made  and  broui<ht  from  that  country 
cheap<>r  than  you  can  afford  to  make  it, 
he  says  you  will  apply  your  capital  to 
greater  advantage  if  you  employ  it  on 
some  object  of  industry,  which  you  can 
make  cheaper  than  foreign  countries,  than 
if  you  enteted  into  competition  with  them 
where  they  have  great  natural  advantages 
.«ver  jrou^— you  will  add  more  to  your  in- 
dustry, to  your  amiiial  produce,  to  tbe  sum 
of  your  national  wealth.  This  reatoning 
•f  Dr.  Smith  has  in  view  alone  what  will 
inese  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the  coun- 
lry«  When,  therefore,  his  reasonings  is 
applied  to  the  corn  trade,  it  nnii  be  so 


applied,   under   the   limitation  Hiat  Ihu 
question  to  be  decided  is,  v^hether  a  f^t 
or  a  restricted  importation'  will  most  adw 
vance  our  nations  wealth.    Now  let  ua- 
examine  what  the  op^atioii  of  a  free  im- 
portation of  corn  would  be  upon  the  io*- 
dustry,  the  annual  produce,  the  wealth  of' 
the  country«-^always  keeping  in. mind, 
that^  the  state  of  our  agriculture  has  been 
brought  to  what  it  is  by  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  tbe  times,  and  that  the 
prices  have  bee»  raised  much  beyond  th« 
level  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  in  consequertoai 
ol  the  restricted  intercourse with  the  ooo- 
tinent*-i-it  is  obvious,  the  immediate  effect 
iBust  be  tf- still  greater  Ikll  of  price,  a  most 
injurious  extent  of  loss  to  all  our  farmeni, 
a  great  diminution  in  the  demand  for  agri- 
cultural industry,  a  decrease  of  our  asmuat 
produce,  and,  conseouently,  in  the  amount' 
of  our  general  wealth,    h  amy  be  sssd, 
but  the  wealth  of  the  country  wi44  not  di- 
minish,  because    oar   manuifucturss  wilt 
flourish  in  as  fast  a  degree  as  flbe  agricul- 
ture may  decline*    It  is  no  dovbt  true, 
that  as  eorn  will  be  excessively  cheap;  a» 
the  produce  of  grass-kind  will  also  be  very- 
cheapo  in  consequence  of  the  quantities  of 
tillage  land  that  witt  be  sov^ed  with  grass- 
seeds ;  as  the  imports  of  foreign  corn  wilt 
produce  great  exports  of  manufactures,  so- 
will  the  wealth  of  the  country,  arising* 
from^anufactoring  industry, be  increased. 
But  then  this  question  arises— whether  it- 
is  a  wise  and  politic  course  to  take,  to  ob- 
tain a  great  increase  of  manolacturnig 
wealth,  by  an  equal  diminution  of  thai- 
depending  on  agriculture  ?— whether,  in- 
legislating^ 'on  the  corn  trade,  it  is  right 
only  to  Ibok-  to  what  will  render  the  coun- 
try somewhat  richer  N->whetber  any  sound 
system  of-  policy  can  justify  the   general 
derangement  of   a^l  that  vast   stock  of 
labour,  skiM  and  capital,  which  is  vestedi 
in  agriculture,  for  the  uncertain  result  of 
adding,  in  some  measure,  to  the  general 
wealth  of  the  country  ?— A  wise  policy 
will    rec<»mmend    no   such  course,  ano, 
therefore,  shews  thai  doctor  Smith's  prin- 
ciple of  a  fVee  trade,  having  merely  in 
contemplation  what  is  best  calculated  tn 
give  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  wealth, 
is   not  applicable   to   this  question.-— 1« 
looking  further  into  his  writings,  it  will 
be  found,  that  he  states  three  exceptionu 
which  may  be  made  to  his  general  r<>l«-^ 
the  first,  when  a  commodity  of  our  growth 
IS  essential  to  our  security  as  a  state.     He 
illustrates  his  reasonbg  by  reference  to 
th^NavigatioB  Ad— rwUch  Act,  tkungh 
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he  praiaet  it  at  the  wisest  law  io  Qtr  stt- 
lQte*boQk»  as  coDtributing  to  our  means  of 
defence,  he  shews  also  to  be  rery  injurious 
to  oar  commercial  prosperity.— Corn,  then, 
being  an  article  orindispensible  necessity 
for  our  subsistence,  in  proportion  as  we 
habituate  ourseWes  to  depend  on  a  foreign 
supply,  we  expose  ourselves  to  the  greatest 
risk  and  danger  to  be  brought  under  sub- 
jection to  some  foreign  state.-^The  se- 
cond exception  of  Dr.  Smith's  is,  when  an^ 
mrticle  of  domestjc  produce  has  been 
made  subject  to  internal  taxation— he  says, 
in  such  a  case,  it  is  fit  to  impose  a  duty  oo 
the  importation  of  the  same  article  from 
foreign  countries,  which  shall  be  equal  in 
amount  to  our  own  4az.  Now,  aa  tome 
part  of  the  price  of  com  is  made  up  by 
our  taxes,  in  that  degree  it  will  be  justi- 
fiable to  impose  a  duty  on  the  importation 
of  it,  according  to  Dr.  Smith.  The  third 
exception  is,  when  a  particular  trade  has 
for  some  time  been  protected  by  m  re- 
,  atraint  on  importation— he  says  it  would 
be  Tery  unjust,  and  exceedingly  ruinous, 
suddenly  to  restore  a  free  trade.    This  ap- 

Slieato  the  case  of  the  com  trade,  which 
as  been  greatly  protected  by  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  times.  The  ge- 
neral inference,  therefore,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  writings  of  Dr.  Smith  is,  that  at 
this  particular  time,  and  under  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  com  trade,  the 
restraint  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  com  is  in  every 
respect  perfectly  justifiable. — It  had  been 
argued,  that  the  projected  alteration  would 
increase  the  price  of  corn,  and  that  the 
consequence  would  be  such  a  rise  in  the 
rate  of  wages,  as  would  prevent  England 
from  entering  into  a  competition  wim  the 
manufacturers  of  other  coontries.-^With 
respect  to  this  apprehended  increase  of  the 
price  of  com,  he  thought  he  had  said 
enough  to  shew,  that  the  alteration  would 
decrease,  instead  of  enhancing  the  value 
of  that  article— and,  as  to  the  other  point, 
he  had  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
rate  of  wages  did  not  vary  with  the  price 
of  corn,  bat  with  the  demand  for  labour, 
and .  the  number  of  persons  who  ofiered 
themselves.  This  was  proved  by  the  evi- 
dence on  the  Orders  in  Council.  It  there 
appeared,  that,. when  the  price  of  corn 
was  low,  wages  were  frequently  high,  and 
vice. versa*  This  sufficiently  proved  the 
fallacy  o(  the  assertion  to  be  found  in 
some  pf  the  manufacturing  petitions,  that, 
if  the  price,  of  corn  were  raised,  the  value 
of  labour  would  keep  pace  with  it.  Mapy 
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gentlemen  supposed  that  this  couM  never, 
become  en  exporting  country.  He  thought 
very  differently,  and  he  rested  bis  opioioB: 
on  the  statements  of  men  who  perfectly 
understood  the  subject.     He  alluded  to 
the  Irish  merchants,  who,  if  the  liberty^ 
were  granted  to  them,  would  open  marketa. 
for  the  produce  of  this  country,  in  every, 
quarter  of  the  world.    They  were  most 
anxious  to  embark  in  the  trade,  from  which 
they  had  been  long  debarred<— a  privatioa 
by  which  they  bad  lost  considerably*    Be. 
(sir  Henry  Paraell)  was  informed  by  one 
of  those  persons,  that  last  autumn  he  could 
have  taken  orders,  to  any  .amount,  for  the 
Brazils ;  but  the  existing  system  prevented  • 
him.    It  was  very  curious  to  remark,  tba^ 
while  com  was  a  mere  drug  in  Ireland,  in 
Jamaica  they  were  so  much  in  want  of  it 
that  the  inhabitants  had  addressed  the 
Prince   Regent  on  the  subject.     Thua» 
while  there  was  a  glut  in  one  quarter  of 
the  empire,  there  was  a  complete  scarcity 
in  another.    This  measure  wouU,  there-^ 
fore,  produce  a  more  fair  and  even  ave- 
rage price  thap  had  been  known  since  the 
permission  to  export  corn  was  removed. 
It  had  been  frequently  urged,  that  we 
ought  to  import  a  great  deid  of  com,  to 
enable  us  to  export  large  quantities  of 
manufttctures ;   but  the  House  ought  ta» 
consider  what  eoods  were  exported  to  the 
Poles  or  other  foreigners,  and  what  were 
consumed  in  Ireland.    If  gentlemen  would 
take  the  trouble  of  looking  to  the  tables, 
thev  would  find,  that,  as  far  as  Ireland 
bad  supplied  this  country  with  corn,  she. 
took  manufactures  in  return;    bnt   this  . 
could  not  be  said  of  foreign  states.    I^ 
short,  the  true  way  of  viewing  tlie  sub- 
ject was,  to  allow  this  country  a  full,  fair, 
and  unfettered  right  to  enjoy  the  utmost 
benefit  of  her  manufactures;  while  Ire* 
land  should  be  considered  as  an  agricul- 
tural country,  capable  of  supplying  the 
wants  of  ibe  manufacturers.    And  surely, 
it  was  not  asking  too  much  of  this  coun*. 
try  to  purchase  corn  from  Ireland  in  pre- 
ference to  Poland. 

Mr.  Rose,  in  explanation,  observed,  that 
he  never  said  any  thing  so  absurd  as  what 
had  been  attributed  to  him  respecting  the 
prices.  He  had  said,  that  whenever  the 
legislature  had  interfered  to  raise  •  the 
prices,  those  of  the  markets  invariably  got 
up.  He  did  not  either  wish  or  expect  the 
bon.  barauet  to  go  through  the  130  Acta; 
he  had  only,  said,  that  there  were  abouit  30 
^f  the  number  which  the  committee  ooght 
to  have  looked  into.  . 
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-  '  Sir  Benry  Pamell  wu  ready  to  admits 
that  in  some  parts  of  his  speech  he  had 
tnisunderstood  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  FraMand  LewU  was  of  opinion, 
that,  under  eyery  sense  of  justice  and  na* 
tional  interest,  the  House  should  proceed 
-tipon  thik  subject  with  \he  utmost  caution. 
It  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  that  there 
were  opinions  abroad,  that  the  committee 
had  been  influenced  by  sinister  motires ; 
that  they  had  separate  interests  to  attend 
to ;  that  the  Report  was  calculated  to  grant 
B  Bortof  protection  which  should  put  money 
-into  the  pockets  of  the  corn  growers  at  the 
expence  of  the  poor ;  thlit  they  thought 
more  of  this  particular  interest  at  the  time, 
4han  of  the  interest  of  the  public  at  large. 
These  insinuations  were  additional  reasons 
-why  the  subject  should  have  the  most  fair 
•nd  deliberate  discussion^  in  order  that 
auch  partial  suspicions  might  be  done  away. 
It  was  not  consistent  with  justice,  that  pro« 
lections  and  monopolies  should  be  allowed 
to  one  class  of  persons  at  the  expence  of 
another,  any  attempt  of  the  kind  would  of 
necessltjr  fail.  This  measure,  placing  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  importation  of 
corn,' could  not  fail  to  raise  the  price  of  it 
It  would  have  no  effect  at  all>  or  it  would 
do  this.  If  Che  price  of  com  were  increased, 
4he  necessary,  though  not  the  immediate 
consequence  was,  that  the  price  of  labour 
would  also  be  increased,  and  an  advance  in 
the  prices  of  manufactures  would  follow ; 
•0  tnatwhen  the  farmer  went' to  market, 
met  by  increased  charges  every  where, 
his  90».  would  in  effect  be  no  better  than 
his  fifly  now.  From  the  increase  in  the 
price  of  corn,  he  would  derive  no  real  ad- 
vantage. He  would  be  no  richer  than  Ke 
was  before ;  and  the  same  causes  which 
made  it  of  no  benefit  to  the  farmer  would 
also  afllect  the  landlord  in  a  similar  way. 
It  had  been  said,  there  had  been  an  abun- 
dapt  supply  of  corn  when  its  importation 
^as  prohibited ;  but,  these  circumstances, 
though  co-existent,  did  not  stand  iii  the 
relation  of  cause  and  efiect  to  each 
other.  The  change  which  had  occur- 
red, he  principally  ascribed  to  the  vast 
increase  of  our  population,  which  in  the 
•reign  of  king  William  3,  amounted  to  but 
five  miilion«.and  a  half.  In  the  succeeding 
century  up  to  the  year  1755,  it  increased 
but  about  one  million.  From  the  year 
1760,  up  to  the  date  of  the  tables  before 
the  House,  it  appeared  to  have  been  raised 
from  stx  millions  and  a  half  to  twelve  mil- 
.  -lionsand  a  half-Taking  this  intoconiidera- 


tion,  on  a  view  of  the  imports,  it  appeared 
that  agriculture  had  greatly  increased  in 
this  country ;  and  looking  to  the  returns  of 
the  last  ten  years^  the  supply  thus  obtain^ 
was  six  times  greater, than  that  produced 
within  a  corresponding  period  in  the, first 
half  of  the  last  century.  He  had  heard  no 
argument  that  at  all  induced  in  him  a  belief 
that  any  benefit  could  result  firom  the  pro* 
posed  measure.  The  question  was  involved 
in  so  much  of  doubt  and  difficulty,  thai 
the  House  ooght  well  to  pause  before  they 
came  to  a  decision.  Never  before  had 
they  been  called  to  decide  a  question  of 
SOT  much  importance  on  such  meagre  iq^ 
formation  as  they  had  yet  received  on 
this  subject*  Nothing  could  be  more  dan* 
gerous  than  rashly  to  interfere  with  tha 
prices  of  provision.  It  was  almost  impos- 
sible that  they  could  have  devoted  theih* 
selves  to  an  inquiry  into  the  com  laws  (aa 
they  ought  to  do  before  they  ventured  to 
alter  them),  while  such  events  were  pass* 
ing  as  had  fixed  their  attention  for  the  last 
IB  months.  The  return  of  peace  (and  he 
hoped  of  plenty)  would  afibrd  the  fitte^  op* 
portunity^  for  entering  into  the  inquiry. 
The  Bank  Restriction  Act  was  to  cease  six 
months  after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace ; 
and  when  the  Bank  resumed  cash  pay* 
ments,  it  might  be  expected  that  corn 
would  sink  to  its  bullion  price—itbat  it 
would  fall  from  73s.  to  about  54«.  As  the 
state  of  the  currency  might  so  materially 
afiect  the  question,  he  thought  the  consi* 
deration  of  this  subject  ought  to  be- de- 
ferred. This  reason  alone  would  be  suffi* 
cient  to  make  him  vote  against  the  reso* 
luUon ;  aSft  before  a  new  settlement  with 
respect  to  the  corn  laws  was  madej  it  was 
desirable  that  a  settlement  with  the  Bank 
should  take  place. 

The  ChanccUor  qf  the  ^chequer  felt  the 
force  of  many  of  the  arguments  which  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker.  He  admitted 
the  question  respecting  our  currency  to  be 
of  great  importance  respecting  our  foreign 
trade.  He  wished  the  Speaker  to  leave 
the  chair ;  as  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  first  resolution  of  the  Report  should  be 
agreed  to,  if,  in  the  present  instance,  they 
proceeded  np  further.  That  carried,  the 
subject  could  stand  over  for  a  time ;  as  he 
apprehended  the  present  state  of  the  ex« 
changes  furnished  as  great  a  protection 
against  the  importation  of  corn  as  the  hon. 
baronet  could  desire,  seeing  they  were  at 
least  equal  to  a  duty  of  20s,  per  quarter. 
This  subject  had  been  expected  to  come 
on  early, in  the  session.    Gircumttances^ 
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Drerivhich  th«y  had  no  control, 4) ad  pre- 
vcalod  it.  Now  it  was  before  them,  be 
hoped  the  6nt  resolution  would  be  car- 
ried. *  He  was  of  opinion,  that  a  perfectly 
firee  iVade  with  the  whole  world  would  be 
best  for  all  nations,  bat  this  was  that  which 
we  could  not  command.  It  could  only  be 
efifeol^  by  the  general  concurrence  of  all 
nations.  While  others  thought  some  re* 
tirictioDs  necessary,  our  measures  must 
baire  a  reference  to  the i  r s.  He  thought  our 
oorn  exports  would  not  be  very  consider- 
able till  weioould  afford  to  sell  cheaper 
than  our  neighbours ;  and  this,  from  parti- 
odaf  circumstances^  he  did  not  think  we 
could  do  for  some  lime.  AfWr  some  fur* 
ther  observations  with  respect  .to  the  scale 
of  dottes  which  it  might  be  necessary  ^ 
adopt,  he  concluded  by  stating  the  course 
of  proceedings  which  lie  wish^  to  recom- 
mend. He'  thought  it  would  be  best  that  \ 
they  should  go  into  a  committee  on  the  i 
Beport;  and  that  Jf  the  House  should  be 
pleased  to  agree*to  the 'first  Besolution^  an 
amendment  could  be  mored  on  the  se- 
cond, and  ihe  fuffther  consideration  of  the 
sobfBCt  could  be  deferred  till  a-futnte 'day. 

Sir  J.  NitMport,  as  the  proposition  of  the 
right  boa.  ^ntleman  seemed  'to  meet  with 
the  coBOurrenee  of  the  Hbusoi  did  not  in- 
tend entering  into  the  general  merits  ofi 
the  question.  He  howerer  wished  to  m^ 
tkre-what  bad  fallen  *from  an  hon.  gentle- 
^  man  (Mr.  F.  Lewis. )  He  thought  nothing 
ooold  be  more  likely  4o  produce  the  most 
roischievoos  effects  than  any  representa- 
tion of  the  members  of  that  House  which 
made  them  appear  to  have  interests  of  their 
own  io  attend  to,  separate  from  those  of 
the  people.  They  oi^;ht  to  guard  against 
appearing  conscious  that  such  a  suspicion 
was  in  any  way  merited.  Any  man,  who 
suffered -his  conduct,  as  a  legislator,  to  be 
at  all  inffu^noed  by  an  apprehension  that 
such  a  view  would  be  taken  of  his  conduct, 
vras,  in  his  opinion,  unfit  to  sit  in  that 
House. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  explained.  He  had  not 
supposed  such  a  character  belonged  to 
ibem ;  but  merely  stated,  that  it  had  come 
to  his  knowledge  that  such  an  idea  had,  in 
some  tnstanoes,  gone  abroad. 

Mr.  W.  JOou^  warmly  supported  the 
prepositions.  It  had  been  supposed,  that 
the  measure  recommended  would  raise  the 
price  of  provisions,  consequently  the  price 
of  labour ;  and,  in  the  result,  prevent  the 
competition  of  our  manufticturers  in  foreign 
markets.  If,  however,  it  could  be  shown 
that  those  resulu  would  not  be  produced. 
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but,  on  the  contrary,  the  prosperHjr  of 'the 
manu&cturers,  and  the  country,  would  ba 
placed  on  a  surer  foundation,  he  was  oer« 
lain  no  other  recommendation  woold  be 
necessary  to  induce  the  Hoos<^  to  acquiesce 
in  the  resolutions.  There  was  (itlle  iear 
that  the  manufacturers  of  the  eountiy 
would  be  materially  injured  by  an  in* 
creased  price  of  corn  ;  they  were  chiefly 
produced  by  machinery ;  few  persons 
were  en^ployed  in  the  fabrication  of  a  gresit 
quantity  of  goods,  and  therefore  a  tfmaU 
advance  in  the  price  of  corn  could  4M«t  alter 
their  value.  He  would  appeal  to  the  pe* 
riod  of  1799  and  1801,  when  provinioas 
were  high,  yet  the  manufactures  did  not 
decline.  When  provisions  were  very 
cheapo  artisans  could  aarn  in  a  few  days 
what  was  necessary  to  subsist  them  m 
many ;  they  therefore  indulged  in  idleness 
and  dissipation ;  and  when  they  returned 
to  their  laboor,  they  were  indisposed  ta 
make  those  e&ertions  wthich  .in  a  regular 
course  of  applioaltionthey  wereaccustomod 
to  make,  it  had  been  said,  that  the  capi^ 
ulistsand  manufacturers  >were  to  be  pro* 
tected  against  the  agriculturists^  but,  m 
reality,  4be  House  vras  <2alled  on  to  legist 
late  Ibr4he  whole  of  the  nation,  and  not 
for -ft  particular  interest.  By  reducing  th^ 
price  of  corn,  the  price  of  labour  would 
also  be  reduced,  and  thus  the  government 
would  lose  one  source  of  revenue.  By  aU 
lowing  a  free  and  unrestricted  importation 
of  corn,  iheHouse  would  put  it  in  the  power 
of  foreign  nations  to  lay  such  a  tax,  en  the 
grain  they  ^exported  as  would  just  enable 
them  to  undersell  the  English  grower,  and  ' 
thereby  to  levy  a  revenue  at  the  espenoe 
of  this  country.  Hitherto  he  had  consi- 
dered the  question  as  bearing  on  the  com* 
mercial  part  of  the  community ;  he  had 
treated  that  as  the  first  interest ;  this  wai 
contrary  to  the  ^t;  of  whatever  impor- 
tance the  trading  interest  might  be,  the 
agricultural  was  not*  inferior.  The  boa. 
^ntleman  then  pronounced  an  eulo|^y  on 
the  agricultural  interest,  and  argued  la^fa- 
•voor  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  would 
place  the  nation  above  the  necessity  of 
adventitious  assistance,  and  give  such  a 
quantity  of  native  produce  as  woo4d  ren- 
der it  independent  of  foreign  countries. 
These  objects,  in  bis  opinion,  the  proposed 
measure  was  calculated  to  effect. 

Lord  A,  Hamltm  opposed  the  proposed 
resolutions.  The  bon.  baronet  proposed 
to  increase  the  growth  of  corn  to  such  an 
extent,  as  would  operate  to  lower  the 
price;  in  this  ha  supposed  the  hon.  ba» 
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>gMMt  to  be  fiiMCPe  ;  but  if  be  were  so,  tbis 
wmM  go  to  deieit  another  of  bit  objeeti, 
ovbiob  was  to  raanmerate  tbe  farmer,  and 
protect  the  landed  interest.  The  propo- 
aitions  tentaincd  nothing  bnt  self-oontra- 
dictions ;  and  therelbre  he  conld  not  say 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  his  hon« 
Mend  to  raise  or  lo^wer  the  price  of  corn ; 
"lioth  objects  were  professed :  bat  whatever 
was  the  object,  he  was  aware  that  no  mem- 
ber  could  read  the  Report  on  the  subject 
then  on  the  table,  without  being  decidedly 
•gainst  the  whole  of  the' propositions.  The 
Kepert  recommended  the  importation  of 
com  from  Ireland,  to  enable  a  part  of  the 
nrable  land  of  England  to-  be  laid  into  pas* 
lore,  for  the  production  of  milk  and  cheese, 
end  meat,  so  as  to  be  afforded  at  a  more 
teasonable  rate ;  while  one  of  the  chief 
floods  proposed  to  be  received  from  tbe 
Resolutions  to  be  proposed  was,  the  exten- 
ienaion  of  the  growth  of  corn  in  England. 
This  was  a  contradiction ;  indeed,  the 
measure  was  made  np  of  tbem ;  and  if 
adopted,  it  would  prove  in  its  operation 
either  nugaftory  or  ii^urtous. 

Sir  Matthew  Ridley  aHuded  to  a  petition 
which  he  had  presented  to  tbe  Hoo^  on 
the  subject:  he  deecrii>ed  tbe  mianimity 
with  which  it  had  been  adopted,  and  said 
he  had  no  doubt  it  had  already  produced 
beneficial  effects  by  reducing  the  price  of 
grain.  He  should  oppose  the  Resolutions 
when  proposed,  and  probably  for  the 
same  Reasons  as  would  induce  tbe  iion. 
baronet  to  support  them — for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  country,  and  the  landed  interest  in 
pnrtienlar.  Com  was  tbe  regulator  of  the 
price  of  all  (other  articles  of  trade  and 
oommerce :  if  the  priceof  corn  was  raised, 
the  price  of  Ubour  would  he  raised  also, 
and- then  the  advance  in  the  price  of  our 
nsnnofoetures  must  ensue:  this  might 
hmve  tho  effect  of  driving  ihem  from  those 
markets  where  they  had  hitherto  been  mr- 
rivnlled.  This  would  destrov  a  means  of 
national  wealth ;  and  if  it  should  induce 
nny  of  enr  manufacturers  to  emigrate  to 
other  countries,  the  nvmber  of  consumers 
wenid  be  diminished,  and  the  landed  in^ 
eerest  would  essentially  suffer. 

Sir  19.  C,  Collhumi  adverted  to  a  petl- 
tton  on  the  subject  whtch  he  had  present- 
ed* All  his  constitoents,  as  well  agricol* 
tural  a»  others^  agreed  that  some  alteration 
in  the  com  laws  was  necessary.  And 
this  opinion  be  believed  was  not  confined 
to  Ireland,  for  whose  sake«lone  the  Honse 
was  not  called  on  to  act;  that  which  was 
beneficial  to  that  kingdom  was  advantage- 
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ois  for  this.  He  wonld  give  the  Resolo- 
ttons  his  mosS' hearty  ooncorrence. 

The  question  was  theW  put,  for  the 
House  going  into  the  comuuttee,  and  was 
carried. 

The  House  having  resolved  according* 
ly,  the  first  Retolation,  wMch  is  as  fol- 
lows, was  p«(  and  carried  :<^ 

1.  TlHLt  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain, 
meal,  malt,  and  fiovr,  from  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  should  t>e  permiHed 
at  all  times,  without  the  payment  of  any 
doty,  and  vrithout  receiving  any  bounty 
whatever. 

The  following  Resohition  was  then  put : 

2.  That  the  several  duties,  now  payable 
in  respect  of*  all  corn,  grain,  meal,  and 
floor,  imported  into  the  United-Kingdom, 
should  cease  and  determine ;  and,  that 
the  several  duties  in  the  following  Sche- 
dule shall  be  paid  in  Heti  thereof:-— 

When  imported  from  the  proviivce  of 
Quebec,  or  the  other  British  colonies  in 
North  America : 


1 

III 

«i 

1 

DOTY. 

Per  Or. 
If  under  .••....... 

$. 

74 

74 
77 
77 

f . 

50 
50 
52 
5« 

37 
37 
39 
39 

«. 

24 
24 
25 
25 

$.      d. 

24    3 

;     0  6 

If  at  or  above  ... 

but  under 

If  at  ormbove... 

When  imported  from  any  other  foreign 
country : 


84 

56 

42 

28 

24    3 

84. 

56 

42 

28 

{.. 

87 

58 

44 

29 

87 

58 

44 

29 

0    6 

If  under 

If  at ^or  above  ..< 

but  under 

If  at  or  above  ... 

N.  B*  The  remainder  of  the  Schedule 
to  be  formed  according  to  the  principle  of 
tbe  Schedule  of  the  Act  of  44  Gee«  3,  c. 
109. 

On  this  seconJ^esolotion, 

Mr.  Hvskiston  said,  he  would  not  tres- 
pass on  the  Bouse  longer  than  wfeis  neces- 
sary to  explain  the  amendment  ^hlcfa  he 
was  about  to  offer.  The  two  grand  objects 
the  House  had  to  obtain  by  the  proposed^ 
nteasures  were,  first,  to  render  the  coun- 
try independent  -of  foreign  supply ;  and, 
secondly,  to  keep  the  price  of  corn  as 
nearly  equal  as' possible.  Under  tho  sys- 
tem which  had  been  pursued  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  the  country  had  been  gra- 
dually becoming  more  and  more  depen- 
dant  on  foreign  countries  for  a  supply 
of  grain,  and  the  prices  had  been  kept  in 
n  continual  state  of  fluctuation*    Alf  this 
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had  happened  udder  a  system  which  for 
nearly  sixty  years  preTioosIy  had  rendered 
the  country  nearly  independent  of  foreign 
8apply»  and  during  which  period  the  fluc- 
tuation of  price  had  never  exceeded  one 
third.  Instead  of  which,  during  the  last 
fifty  years,  large  importations  had  taken 
place,  and  the  fluotuattons  had  exceeded 
vaoTh  than  three  to  one,  instead  of  ona  to 
three*  He  would  ask  the  House,  what 
must  be  the  state  of  that  law  which  had 
produced  those  evils,  if  they  had  been 
produced  by  law,  of  which  there  could  be 
no  doubt ;  and  whether  some  remedy  was 
not  absolutely  necessary  ?  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  raise  the  price  of  labour  in  propor- 
tion to  the  fluctuating  price  of  grain ; 
and  as  the  agricultural  labourers  consti- 
tuted the  largest  class,  and  were  those 
whose  earnings  approached  nearest  to  the 
amount  of  that  which  was  necessary  to 
mere  existence,  any  temporary  rise  in  the 
prfce  of  grain  was  more  severely  felt  by 
them  than  by  any  others ;  and  this  evil 
exhibited  itself  in  augmented  poor  rates 
and  various  other,  forms.  The  fluctuation 
of,  price  was  an  evil  equally  to  be  guarded 
against  with  a  high  price.  It  was  true, 
the  total  prohibition  of  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn  would  jraise  the  price  ;  but  if 
he  should  prove  that  the  proposition  he 
meant  to  submit  to  the  House,  though  it 
B(itght  raise  the  price  in  a  trifling  degree, 
would  yet  tend  to  keep  it  at  a  steady  rate, ; 
and  not  so  high  as  the  average  of  those 
fluctuations  which  had  taken  place  of  late 
y^ars,  it  would  not  be  said  that  he  w.as  one 
who  attended  to  the  landed  interest  alone. 
Indeed,  it  was  unjust  to  suppose  that  there 
was  any  exclusive  interest  in  that  House. 
There  all  interests  were  nearly  equally 
irepresetited,  and  they  therefore  legislated 
-for  all.  Notwithstanding  all  the  import- 
ance that  was  attached  to  the  importations 
of  grain,  it  was  well  known,  that  in  no  one 
year  had  mort  than  about  one-tenth  or 
twelfih  of  the  whole  consumption  been 
drawn  from  foreign  countries. «  If  no  fo- 
reign corn  had  been  imported,  the  nation 
would  have  saved  sixty  millions  sterling. 
It  might  be  said,  that  without  this  impor- 
tation sixty  millions  worth  of  our  manu- 
factures would  have  remained  unsold  ;  but 
then  it  is  not  recollected  what  those  sixty 
millions  would  have  eflected  if  they  hi^d 
been  expended  in  the  imprpvementof  our 
agriculture ;  or  wb^t  Jncreased  means  of 

Surchasipg  our  maoufi^c^res  they  would 
aye  given  to  the  agricoUurists.     If  on 
being  laid  out  at  home  they  had  produced 
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the  natural  eflects,  then  the  country  would 
have  added  to  herroeaoaof  independence^ 
and. have  created  a  market  of  which  no 
external  relations  could  have  deprived  her. 
When  the  Iaw«  permitting  the  ionportatioa 
of  corn,  was  first  passed,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  unfounded  clamour  raised  against 
it;  but  what  had  be«o  the  effect  of  that 
law?  Ireland  had  supplied  to  .JBngland 
corn,  for  which  she  bad  received  several 
millions  that  had  gone  to  improve  her 
agriculture,  which,  but  for  the  law,  would 
have  gone  to  Holland  or  some  other 
country.  The  exportations  from  Ireland 
were  now  three  millions  annually,  witk 
the  probability  of  a  great  increase.  Cir- 
cumstances, over  which  we  had  no  con- 
trol, had  tended  to.  improve  the  agricul- 
ture of  England.  Continental  exclosioa 
had  advanced  the  cultivation  of  our  own 
land,  and  the  high  prices  occasioned  by 
such  exclusion,  had  rendered  us  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  aid.  Now,  when  we  had 
paid  the  price  of  our  independence,  and 
produced  a  supply  equal  to  our  consump- 
tion, would  it  not  be  wise  to  prevent  any 
great  revolution  which  would  destroy  the 
omestic  culture  of  the  country,  and  ren- 
der it  more  dependent  thamt  had  ever 
been  r .  He  would  not  stop  to  enquire 
whether  it  was  sound  policy  to  softer  any 
great  country  to  be  dependent  on  another, 
ior  an  essential  article  of  subsistence  ;  but 
it  mus^  be  obvious,  that  such  an  advan- 
tage would  be  readily  seized  on  by  any 
power,  and  used  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
nation  that  exposed  herself  to  such  aa 
evil.  If  the  law  was  left  in  its  present 
sta^e,  it  would  not  be  long  before  agrictil- 
ture  would  go  back.  The  low  price  of 
corn,  indeed,  had  caused  many  labourers 
to  be  thrown  out  of  employ^  as  the  farmer 
was  not  capable  of  continuing  his  im- 
provements. A  double  evil  was  felt  by 
the  farmer  from  the  decrease  in  the  price 
of  corn.  The  labourer  was  thrown  out  of 
employ,  and  became  chargeable  to  the 
parish;  and  thus  while  the  farmer  bad 
his  means  diminished,  he  was  called  on 
for  additional  outlays  in  the  charge  of  the 
poor  ratesJ  The  argument  of  lowering 
the  renu  might  be  resorted  to,  but  thu 
could  not  be  effected  in  all  cases ;  it  was 
ceruinly  desirable  that  they  should  not  go 
on  increasing ;  but  the  House  would  see 
that  in  reducing  the  price  of  land -and 
corn,  the  country  would  sustain  a  loss  of 
capital.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  propo- 
sitions of  the  bon.  baronet;  but  he 
thought  thay  proceeded  rather  too  macb 
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OD  the  principle  of  giving  the  monopoly 
of  the  Eoglish  market  to  the  English  corn- 
grower.  The  amendment  he  sbonld  pro* 
|>ose  would  leave  importation  opeil  at  ail 
times^  and  retain  the  present  price  of  63t, 
at  that  at  which  the  prohibitory  duty  of 
24«.  3d.  should  operate,  and  as  the  price 
of  com  rose  It.  so  the  duty  should  fall ; 
as,  for  example,  when  corn  was  at  6A't. 
the  duty  should  be  23t.  Sd.  and  so  on  ;  so 
that  at  80f.  there  woqid  be  no  duty  at  all. 
He  had  only  one  word  more  to  say ;  it  re- 
lated to  the  colonies.  It  was  proposed  to 
lay  smaller  duties  on  com  imported  from 
the  colonies,  than  for  that  imported  from 
foreign  countries ;  but  the  diflference  was 
not  great  enough  ;  and  therefore  he  would 
propose  to  make  the  duty  on  corn  im- 
ported from  the  colonies  half  the  amount 
of  that  imposed  on  foreign  corn.  This 
would  promote  the  growth  of  it  in  our  own 
settlements. 

Sir  H.  PanM  said,  for  the  sake  of  una- 
nimity, he  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
meai ;  but  he  trusted  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  fbel  the  extent  of  the  con- 
ceasion*^ 

The  Chaneelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
thai  there  appeared  little  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  but  on  a  question 
of  such  importance  it  was  expedient  that 
the  House  should  not  come  to  an  imme- 
diate decision. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose  and 
Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Hoskisson's  amendment 
to  the'original  Resolution,  of  substituting 
another  schedule,  was  agreed  to. 

The  schedule  then  stood  thus  : 

When  imported  from  any  foreign  coun- 
tryv  except  the  proTince  ot  Quebec,  or  the 
iOtber-Bntish  colonies  or  plantations  in 
North  America : 


If  at  or 
perQr. 


Wheat. 


f.      fi      J. 

63 24 

63  to  64...84 

64  to  65...93 

65  to  66...99 

66  to  67..,91 

67  to  68...80 
68to69...19 
69to70...l8 

70  to  71.  ..17 

71  to  78».16 
7«  to  73...13 
73  to  74...  14 
74to'75...13 
15  io16...l% 


Rye,  Beans, 
and  Peat. 


nice.  tmy. 
«.      «•      #. 

48 28 

42  to  43...28 

43  to  44...81 

44  to  45...80 
45to46...19 
46to47...18 
47to48...l7 
48  to  49  ..16 
49to50...l5 
50to5]...]4 

51  to52...13 

52  to  5S...18 

53  to '54...  11 

54  to  55^.10 


If  at  or  imder. 

#.        ».     #. 

#•        <.      #. 

perQr. 

76  to  77...  11 

55  to  56...  9 

77to78...10 

56  to  57...  8 

78  to  79...  9 

57  to  58...  7 

79  to  80.,.  8 

58  to  59...  6 

80  to  81...  7 

59  to  60...  5 

81  to  88...  6 

60  to  61...  4 

88  to  83...  5 

61  to  68...  3 

83  to  84...  4 

68  to  63...  8 

84  to  85...  3 

63      and> 
upwards) 

85  to  86...  8 

86      and  {  , 
upwards  S  ^ 

Barley,  Beer, 
or  Bigg. 

Oatf. 

Price.           Daly. 

Price.           Duty. 

If  at  or  under, 

t.       t,        «. 

#.       #.        #. 

per  Or. 

38 13 

81 18 

32to33...13 

81  to88...18 

33  to  34..  12 

22  to  23..  11 

34to35...n 

23to84...l0 

35to36...10 

24  to  85...  9 

36  to  37...  9 

25  to  86...  8 

37  to  38...  8 

26  to  87...  7 

38  to  39...  7 

27  to  28...  6 

39  to  40...  6 

28  to  89...  5 

40  to  41...  5 

29  to  30...  4 

41  to  48...  4 

30  to  31...  3 

48  to  43...  3 

31  to  38...  8 

43  to  44...  8 

32      aDd>j 
upwards)   * 

44      and>, 
apwards) 

And  when  imported  from  the  province 
of  Quebec,  or  the  other  British  colonies  or 
plantations  in  North  America,  one  half  of 
the  said  respectiye  duties. 

The  importation  of  oatmeal,  into  Great 
Britain,  to  be  governed  as  follows :  The 
duty  to  be  paid  on  each  boll  to  be  the 
same  at  the  doty  payable  at  the  time  ef 
the  importation  thereof,  on  each  quarter 
of  oats. 

The  importation  of  wheaten  meal  or 
flour,  into  Great  Britain,  to  be  governed  as 
follows:  The  duty  to  be  paid  on  each 
cwt.  to  be  one  third  part  of  the  duty  pay- 
able at  th^  time  of  the  importation  there* 
of,  on  each  quarter  of  wheat. 

The  third  Resolution  was  then  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows :  ^ 

''That  all  foreign  corn,  grain,  meal, 
ami  flour,  should  at  all  times  be  imported 
and  warehoused  free  of  all  duty,  until 
taken  out  for  home  consumption;  and 
should  at  all  times  be  exported  free  of  all 
duty.*' 

The  House  then  resumed,  the  Iteport 
was  received,  and,  afiter  a  short  cooversa-' 
tion,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  further 
consideration  on  Friday  the  13th;  and 
the  Resolutions,  as  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
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PHda^,  May  6. 
Sweden  aud  Norway.)    Earl  Grey  ob- 
serfed,  that,  aiBong  the  papers  laid  on 
the  tabby  in  c«nsequeoce  of  a  motion 
which  he  bad  on  a  former  occasion  sub- 
mitted to  thfs  House,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain how  far  the  compact  between  this 
country  and  the  Swedish  gOTernment  had 
been  executed,  be  foond  a  return  from 
Mr.  Edward  Thornton,  dated  the  6th  of 
June  18 id,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
Sweden  had  at  that  time  about  30,000 
men  in  readiness  to  perform  its  part  of 
tbe  contract.     But  as  this  return  referred 
•only  to  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  cam- 
paign, and  as  it  was  Tery  possible  that 
the  Icing  of  Sweden  bad  been  since  de- 
ficient in  the  performance  of  his  engage- 
ment, he  wished  for  a  return  of  the  troops 
furnished  by  that  power,  up  to  the  latest 
pieriod  at  which  the  same  could  be  made 
out.    Such  inforpiation  be  thought  neces- 
sary with  a  view  to  the  motion  which  he 
proposed  to  bring  forward   on  Tuesday. 
He  saw  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that 
the  several  instalments  upon  the  subsidy 
which  this  country  had  covenanted  to  pay 
t«  Sweden  bad  been  regularly  discharged; 
and  frosa  this  ciftumstanc^  it  might  be 
con^oded  that  tbe  whole  of  the  troops 
promised  by  the  Swedish  government  had 
men  supplied.    But  of  this  supply  he  de- 
silted  informattoo.    From  tbe  papers  op 
the  table,  he  aaw  that  Gnadaloupe  had  not 
yti  b«en  surrendered  to  Sweden*  akboogh 
acoording  to  treaty  it  was  to  ba^e  been 
surrendered  on  the  1st  of  August  last;  and 
tboretbuo  be  wished  to  know  whether  the 
non^sprcender  of  this  colony  was  tbo  con-* 
aeqoonco  oi  Sweden's  faaTing  been  defi- 
cieot  in  tbe  performanco  of  her  part  of 
the  treaty  alluded  to. 

Earl  Bathuru  stated^  that  bis  M^eaty's 
government  had  not  received  any  return 
of  the  nnnbcr  of  troof^  Whkh  Sweden 
was  to  have  furnished  for  tbe  common 
cause,  sinc^  that  specified  in  the  paper 
referred  tO  by  the  noble  lor^.  Bui  gp- 
vernment  had  no  reason  whatever  to  con- 
clude, that  the  nui^ber  of  troopa  which 
Sweden  engaged  to  furnish  had  not  at  all 
times  been  complete.  With  regard  to 
Guadaloupe,  the  non-surrender  of  that 
colony  did  not  proceed  from  any  non- 
performance of  contract^  or  from  any  dis- 
Uwa  whatever  in  Sweden;  but  simply 
frqm  this  circumstance,  that  the  Swedish 
government  had  not  made  a^y  aj^lica- 
tion  for  its  surrender. 


Earl  Qrty  oonocfirod  that  H  wa^  tho 
dui^  of  ministera  to  bavo  obtained  tlfcat 
wbicb  oar  ageot  in  Swedon  was  bou^d  to 
furnish  i  namely,  a  regular  atiiount  at 
difiereot  periods  of  the  number  4f  troops 
which  Sweden  supplied  according  to 
treaty.  The  information  contained  in 
the  paper  on  tbe  table  stated  the  number 
merely  ready  to  support  tbe  allies;  but 
there  was  no  infonnatiKm  before  tbe 
House  as  to  the  nom^ber  wbicb  actaally 
joined  tbe  allies. 

Earl  Buihursi  repeated,  that  tbe  pmt 
on  tbe  table  stated  the  number  of  Sweoiab 
troops  in  readiness  on  the  6ih  of  June  181ft. 

Earl  Crffy. — Still  tbe  House  is  unin- 
formed,  whether  that  or  wh^t  number 
joined  the  allied  army.  From  some  in^ 
formation  that  has  reached  me,  I  am  led 
to  helieve  that  the  Swedish  contingetft  was 
never  complete. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Frida^t  May  6. 
CAPT4IN  Maney.]  Mr.  JtoffcaUed  tbtf 
attention  of  tbe  House  to  the  claimaof 
this  officer  for  his  valuable  dis^very  of 
the  means  of  sariog  shipwrecked  mari^' 
nerj.  In  a  ibrmer  oommittee  a  variety  ^ 
strong  instances  were  dotailed,  io  which 
his  invention  had  proved  serviceable  j  andr 
since  that  a  Report  of  naval  offioors  b^ 
boon  given,  all  of  whom  concurred  in 
easfMressing  their  approbation  of  it.  H» 
trusud,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
feel  every  disposition  to  concor  with  biun 
in  proposing  a  further  reward  to  captain 
Manby.  It  would  be  rewarding  an  hi- 
vention  which  not  only  saved  tho  livoa 
of  British  seamen,  but  the  lives  of  soanxoA 
all  over  the  world  i  for  it  had  now  W* 
come  so  simple  and  so  ea^y,  tbaH  it  only' 
reooired  to  be  known  in  order  to  be  genu- 
rally  adopted.  Captain  Manby  had  in« 
vented  three  mortars  of  different  sizes; 
the  largest  would  carry  a  ball,  with  a  rope 
.  attached  to  it,  a  quarter  ol  a  mile ;  the  se- 
cond would  carry  it  300  yard*;  and  fho 
siuallest,  100  yards/  ft  v^as  true,  hideed, 
that  wrecks  did  not  always  take  place  ao 
near  tbe  coast  aa  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  hot 
when  it  was  cortsidured  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  them  happened  much  within 
that  distance,  the  practical  utility  of  the 
scheme  would  be  equally  obvious.  The 
largest  oi  the  mortal^  migfat  be  carried  by 
two  men,  in  a  band-t^row ;  the  second 
more  easily;,  and  the  third  mtrbt  be 
transported  on  a  maf^V  ^%i^    Tbe  recility 
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of  ^onTtytDoe,  therffbre,  rendtttd  it  easy  ^ 
to- have  iheai  applied  on  whattfer  part  of 
the  eoast  it  migbt  be  Deeenary*  Captain 
Maikby^  botrei er«  did  Bot  stop  hare.-Mlt 
had  bees  foond  diffioilt,  ioeietiiiMe^  to 
fife  the  mortari,  on  aceooRfc  of  the  heavy 
sarf.  That  he  bad  renedied  by  a  Tory 
8inq>le  process.  He  had  aiso  imrontod  a 
ladder^  which  wo»ld  so  greatly  faeiKlate 
the  saviag  of  persons^  whea  the  wreck  hap* 
poned  near  the  shore,  that  he  woold  take 
upon  himself  to  ear,  that  if  these  ladders 
^Md  been  known  when  the  HalseweU  was 
)o»ii  instead  ef  the  1 50  who  then  peri«hed» 
not  one  would  have  been  drowned.  Cap- 
tain Manby  had  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  property  in  bringing  these  dis* 
ooreries  to  perfection,  and  he  tbonght  him 
a  6t  object  for  parliamentary  reward. 
He  shoold  therefore  movoi,  that  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table,  relating  to  captain 
Manby,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  report  thereon,  with  obserratiene. 

Sir  P.  Byitdeu  did  not  wish  to  oppoie 
captain  Maaby's  claims ;  bat,  iVom  a  sense 
ctf  jostice,  felt  it  necessary  to  mentton  an- 
other  indijiidoal,  Mr.  Msilison,  who  had 
de?ised  a  plan  by  which  many  lives  had 
been  saved.  He  onderstood  that  ail  that 
gmtteman's  experimems  hyd  answered, 
bat  he  (Mr.  MallisoD)  had  on!y  recevved 
1€0  gnineas  lor  his  invention.  He  sbodd 
iKpe,  when  this  subject  went  to  a  oom^ 
mitiee,  his  ease  woald  he  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  P.  ilfoord  had  been  called  oat  by  a 
gentkman,  with  whom  he  had  had  some 
conversation,  aodjby  whom  be  had  been  do- 
stred  to  lay  in  a  daira  to  this  invention  in 
favour  of  another  party.  He  was  in-^ 
formed  that  a  person  of  the  name  ef  Bell 
was  iho  original  inventor  of  that  for  which 
it  was  proposed  to  reward  captain  Manby. 
This  invention  he  had  made  known  so 
long  ago  as  the  year  1791.  The  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken  wtih  him  aathori«ed 
him  to  say  that  captain  Manby's  iniien- 
tion  was  a  species  of  piracy  from  that  of 
the  person  he  had  memioneH.  He  hoped, 
that  when  a  petition  shoeld  be  presented 
from  the  party  setting  up  thia  claim,  ft 
would  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  ease  of  captain 
Manby. 

Mr.  R9S9  acknitted  Mr.  Bell  to  have 
great  movit  He  had  been  a  seijeant  in 
tho  artillery,  and  he  believed  had  been 
made  an  c^cer  for  his  invention.  He 
howoTer  begged  to  read  tho  report  of  the 
comsniiue  en  iw    In  this  it  was  stated. 
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diat  the  invention  of  Mr.  Bell,  though  in- 
geoionB,  had  in  no  instance  proved  of 
much  advantage^  and  was  found  wholly  in«* 
adequate  when  vessels  were  stranded. 

Mr.  F.  Mmn  had  only  done  his  duty  in 
nakmg  that  statement  which  he  had  been 
requested  to  make.  The  petition  to  bo 
presented  was  not  from  lieou  Bell,  who 
was  no  inore :  but  would  be  brought  fbr*' 
ward  in  behalf  of  a  family  which  he  had 
loft  unprovided  fbr. 

Mr.  Wym  wished  to  know  what  me- 
thods we^e  taking  to  brhig  the  inventions 
into  general  use.  He  thought  it  ought  to 
be  taken  up  by  government. 

Mr.  R(m  said,  this  might  be  made  tho 
subject  of  future  inquiry.  The'expenco 
that  would  attend  introddcing  it  at  tho 
difierentstations  would  not  ezc^  12,0001. 
It  would  be  a  question,  whether  this  should 
be  paid  by  government,  or  by  thedistrieto 
or  counties?  The  life-boat»  he  observed, 
was  found  hardly  of  any  use  without  cap* 
tmn  Manby'a  iilvention,  as  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  pall  out  against  the  wind. 

Mr.  fffHst^ce  spoke  in  very  high 
terms  of  captain  Manby's  invention,  which 
had  already  saved  many  Kves.  In  sn€h 
cases  there  were  cemmonly  several  per- 
sons who  claimed  to  be  the  inventors  of 
that  which  met  with  the  approbation  of 
parHameot^  b  l>r,  Jenoer's  case  thit  wae 
seen.  Vaccination  was  asserted  to  hato 
been  known  in  foreign  countries  long  he- 
Ibre ;  but  he  thought  it  became  them  to 
reward  him  who  brought  the  invention 
into  use,  -whether  be  was  the  original  in* 
venter  or  not. 

Mr.  WMtkread  conenrred  with  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  F.  Burdett)  in  thinking  tho 
^ase  of  Mr.  Mallison  ought  to  go  before 
the  committee.  A  committee  of  thai 
House  had  decided,  that  his  invention  had 

freat  merit,  and  oo^ght  to  be  adopted. 
7hy  it  had  not  been  adopted,  it  remained 
fbr  the  Admiralty  to  say.  Mr.  Mallison's 
plan  would  not  supersede  captain  Manby^s. 
They  were  distinct  from  each  other;  and 
if  both  were  at  once  brooght  into  use,  w 
much  the  better.  Captain  Manby,  by  his 
exertions,  had  saved  the  lives  of  many. 
He  had  sacrificed  his  fortune,  and  by  his 
assiduity  endangered  his  life;  so  that  if 
something  were  not  done  immediately^ 
they  migbt  shortly  have  (he,  however, 
hoped  it  would  not  be  so),  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bell,  a  petition  not  from  him,  but  from 
his  soccessors.  He  hoped,  however,  to 
would  recover  from  his  present  indisposi- 
tien,  and  livo  to  reap  the  reward  of  what 
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h^  |iad  by!  long  tiddy  and  repeated  triaU 
brought  to  a  state  of  real  atility,  whoever 
might  be  the  first  inventor  of  it.  What 
the  member  for  Yorkshire  had  said  of  the 
propriety  of  r^arding  him  who  made  an 
invention  of  ase»  exactly  accorded  with  his 
ideas.  That  hon»  member  had  truly  ob- 
served, there  were  generally  several  per- 
sons who  claimed  to  be  inventors  of  that 
which  was  about  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  a  parliamenUry  grant.  He  had.  ten 
ceived  two  letters  from  different  persons 
putting  forth  daimttothe  invention  of  a  cer- 
tain rocket  belonging  to  a. member  of  that 
House.  He  wrote  to  colonel  Congreve  on 
the  sutsject ;  and  happening  to  meet  him  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  be  asked  him  if  he  had 
received  his  letter  relative  to  the  original 
inventor  of  the  rocket.  The  colonel  re- 
plied,  there  were  two  of  them ;  and  when 
they  had  settled  who  was  the  first,  he 
would  take  up  the  conqueror.  Captain 
Manby's  plan  had  been  of  most  essential 
service,  and  referring  his  papers  to  a  com- 
mittee had  his  entire  approbation. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  said 
toapers,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the 
House  with  their  observations. 

.  Colonial  Officbs  Bill.]  Mr.  Gculbum 
■loved  the  third  reading  of  the  Colonial 
Offices  Bill. 

Mr.  Banhei  said,  the  radical  fault  he 
found  with  the  Bill  was,  that  its  fi'amers 
kad  reared  it  on  a  very  bad  models  viz. 
the  Act  passed  in  1782;  and  a  Bill  so 
framed  could  do  no  otherwise  than  fail  in 
its  effect.  The  framers  of  the  present  Bill, 
however,  fancied  they  had  discovered  the 
cause  why  the  Act  of  1782  had  not  been 
operative  in  removing  the  abuses  com- 
plained of;  vis.  the  mode  in  which  leave 
of  absence  was  granted  to  the  governors 
and  lieutenant-governors ;  and  to  remedy 
this  evil  they  proposed,  ihBi  notification  of 
such  leave  shoulo  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  State--that  was,  to  the  identical  office 
from  which  most  of  the  appointmenu  in 
question  emanated.  Oflfences  against  the 
Act  were  to  be  visited  by  a  paltry  penalty 
of  100/.  and  it  was  supposed  that  persons 
would  be  found  to  iotorm  against  such 
offiuices;  when,  in  fact,  individuals  in  pos- 
session of  data  for  such  informations,  could 
be  found  only  in  a  class  in  which  it  was 
not  more  likely  than  desirable  they  should 
be  found .  If  those  offences  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  that  House,  the  well-known 
tenity  of  that  Ifouse  woi|ld,  in  fill  proba- 
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bility,  directly  or  indirectly,  let  the 
offender  escape  with' impunity  ;  and  after 
a  single  example  of  this  kind,  the  Bill  in 
progress  would  become  just  as  futile  as 
the  Act  of  1782  had  proved.  Instead  of 
these  half  measures,  from  which  no  real 
reform  of  abuses  could  be  expected,  let 
his  principle  be  adopted ;  which  was,  not 
to  permit  the  emoiumeots  of  any  public 
situation  to  be  so  enormous,  as  to  afford 
the  means  to  the  holder  of  living  hand- 
somely h'unselfy  and  of  making  a  handsome 
allowance  to  a  deputy.  Whenever  this 
was  done,  an  office  would  ineivitably  de- 
generate into  a  sinecure ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded, that  there  was  no  effective  mode  of 
remedying  abuses  of  this  kind,  either  in 
the  colomes  or  elsewhere,  but  that  which  ^ 
he  had  described. 

Mr.  BaikurU  said,  the  measure  of  abo- 
lition of  the  offices  in  the  Bill  would  be  as 
open  after  the  passing  it,  as  at  present  If 
there  was  no  other  remedy  but  the  8absti« 
ttttion  of  a  deputy  to  the  principal,  the 
remedy  might  at  any  future  time  be  stilL 
recurred  to.  The  question  now  was,  would 
they  render  the  existing  law  more  efficient 
than  it  was  at  present?  The  effect  of  the 
Bill  w6uld  be,  to  promote  the  residence  of  a 
more  respectable  white  population  in  the 
West  Indies  than  there  was  at  present. 
Were  the  salaries,  he  would  ask,  more  than 
was  necessary  to  persons  discharging  the 
duties  of  their  office,  without  deputy,  in  so.  ^ 
unhealthy  a  climate  ?  In  his  opinion,  the 
salary  ought  not  only  to  enable  them  to 
live  while  there  comfortably,  but  also  to 
save  such  a  sum  as  might  make  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  comfortable  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  Otevty  said,  the  question  was,  first, 
whether  any  Act  ought  to  be  passed  to 
carry  the  22d  of  the  King  into  execution ; 
and  then,  whether  the  present  Bill  was  a 
proper  measure  for  that  purpose.  For  his 
part,  he  contended  that  it  was  not.  They 
were  now  legislating  on  a  leave  of  absence^ 
the  nature  of  which  was  unknown  to  them« 
He  had  moved  for  a  return  of  the  leaves  of 
absence;  but  the  government  offices 
knew  nothing  concerning  them.  And  yet 
they  were  called  upon  to  state  in  this  Bill, 
that  the  provisions  of  it  should  not  apply  . 
to  any  leaves  of  absence  granted  before, 
the  passing  of  the  Act.  They  were  pro- 
fessing to  carry  the  22d  of  the  King  mto 
execution,  which  said,  that  patentees 
should  reside  where  their  offices  were-^* 
and  yet  they  were  declaring  that  the  pre- 
sent Bill^  should  not  apply  to  leases  oC' 
t 
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absence  granted  to  tbese  patentees,  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  amount  nearly  to  af  total  ab* 
sence  from  the  colonies.  He  contended^ 
that  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  for  a 
Bill  to  enforce  the  regulations  of  the  22d 
of  the  King;  and  even  if  there  had  been 
such  a  necessity^  he  considered  the  Bill 
before  the  Hpuse  caleulated  rather  to  de^ 
feat  than  to  promote  such  an  object — a 
fact  which  justified  bim  in  applying  to  it  a 
remark  which  had  been  made  some  thou- 
sand y^arsago  by  a  certain  philoeopher» 
named  Anacbarsi»— it  was  this#  "  Laws 
were  like  cobwebs,  throoffh  which  the 
strong  flies  broke,  but  in  which  the  weak 
ones  were  retained/'  The  hon:  gentle- 
man concluded  by  suggesting  the  follow- 
ing, as  a  more  approj;>riate  title  to  the  Bill, 
than  that  under  which  it  had  been  intro- 
duced:—« 

'^  An  Act  to  dispense  with  an.  Act,  passed 
in  the  22d  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
entitled  '  An  Act  to  prevent  the  granting 
'  in  future  any  patent  office,  to  be  exer- 
'  ciaed  in  any  colony  or  plantation,  then 
'  or  at  any  time  thereafter  belonging  to  the 
'  crown  of  Great  Brilain,  for  any  longer 
Merm  than  during  such  time  as  the  grantee 
'  thereof  shall  discharge  the  duty  thereof 
'  in  person,'  as  far  as  Uie  said  Act  relates 
to  the  right  hon.  sir  Evan  Nepean,  bart. 
and  John  King,  esq.  and  all  other  persons 
at  present  seimd  of  any  patent  offices  in 
his  Majesty's  colonies,  in  possession  or  re- 
version, which  have  been  granted  to  them 
since  the  passing  of  the  said  Act  of  the 
22d  of  his  Majesty. 

"  To!  render  null  and  void  certain  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  letters  patent,  un- 
4)er  which  the  said  sir  Evan  Nepean  and 
John  Kif]^,  and  all  other  grantees  of 
patent  offices  in  the  colonies  in  possession 
or  reversion  since  the  22d  of  his  Majesty, 
now  hold  such  offices;  by  which  con- 
ditions they  are  to  hold  such  offices  during 
such  time  only  as  they  discharge  the  duties 
thereof  in  person. 

"  To  confirm  and  render  valid  any 
leave  of  absence  which  may  have  been  at 
any  time  given  to  the  said  sir  Evan  Nepean 
md  John  King,  and  all  other  patent  officers 
in  possession  in  the  colonies  since  the  22d 
of  his  Majesty;  by  whomsoever  such 
leave  of  absence  shall  have  been  given,  for 
.whatever  cause  or  whatever  period  of 
lime. 

"  To  extend  such  leave  of  absence  to 
Molyneux  Hyde  Nepean,  John  James 
King,  Charles  Ciatvendish,  Fulke  Greville, 
Richani^^  Ctunberland,.  George.  Diabrowe, 


and  all  other  persons  who  are  seised  ii|  re- 
version of  offices  in  the  colonies  granted  by 
patent  since  the  passing  of  the  22d  of  his 
Majesty,  whenever  they  shall  come  into 
possession  of  the  same. 

**  And  furthermore,  to  give  to  the  hon. 
John  Thomas  Capel,  John  Augustus  SnU 
livan,  Charles  Greville,  the  right  hon.  lord 
George  Seymour,  sir  Walter  James  James, 
bart.  Adam  Gordon,  James  Athol  Wood, 
the  hon.  Morton  Eden,  Robert  Richard. 
Wood,  and  the  various  other  persons  at 
present  holding  offices  in  the  colonies  by 
commission,  from  his  Majesty,  such  a 
species  of  vested  interest  in  their  respective 
offices,  that  although  they  are  held  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  crown  only,  the  holders 
of  them  shall,  nevertheless,  be  exempted 
from  discharging  the  duties  thereof  in 
person,  notwithstanding  the  said  Act  of 
the  22d  of  his  Majesty ;  and  at  the  same 
time  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
loss  iif.  the  profits  thereof,  in  the  event  of 
any  colony  or  colonies  rn  wUch  such  office 
or. offices  are*  held,  beillg  restored  to  any 
foreign  power,  at  :  the  conclusion  of  ^ 
genera]  peace." 

Mr.  P.  Moore  opposed  the  Bill  as  totally 
unnecessary ;  considering,  as  he  did,  that 
the  Act  .which  was  already  in  existence 
would  answer  every  purpose  which  minis- 
ters could  have  in  view.  On  a  former 
night,  he  had  asked  some  questions  re- 
specting Mr.  Gore,  the  governor  of 
Canada,  and  had  beco  told  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  not  been  recalled  for  miade- 
meanors.  Since  that  evening  he  had  re- 
ceived some  further  information  respect- 
ing this  gentleman ;  and  then  held  in  his 
band  the  memorial  of  a  Mr.  Jackson,  who 
had  been  a  member  of  that  House,  and 
who  was  possessed  of  considerable  pro- 
perty in  Canada,  in  which  strong  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  conduct  of  gover- 
nor Gore.  The  hon.  gentieman  was  pro- 
ceeding to  comm^it  upon  this  memorial, 
and  another  on  the  same  subject  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  when  he  was  interrupted 
by 

Mr.  W.  Dimdat,  who  spoke  to  order, 
and  suggested  the  impropriety  of  introduce 
ing  subjects  to  the  attention  of  the  House 
foreign  to  the.  question  before  it. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  he  should  probably 
bring  this  matter  before  the  House  at  a 
future  period  in  a  more  formal  shape;  and 
.concluded  by  repeating  his  warm  disap- 
probation of  the  Bill  then  under  discussion. 
.  Mr*  Browne  fully  agreed  in  all  that  had 
been  said,  on  the  inefficieacy  and  inexpe- 
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dlency  of  the  Bill  voder  cootideraiioii. 
Some  evenings  back,  he  had  p«t  a  quettion 
to  the  right  hon.  ffeDtleroan  opposite  (Mr. 
Goutborn),  aa  to  the  intention  of  nnniiters 
respecting  Mr.  Le  Merchant,  and  whether 
they  intended  to  permit  bis  departure  to 
Antigua.  In  addition  to  what  he  had  be- 
fore said  respectinff  this  person,  he  had 
now  to  state,  that  he  nndemtood  he  had 
been  dismissed  from  the  sitaattoa  of  pay- 
master to  a  foreign  depot*  After  the  figure 
he  cut  on  a  recent  occasion,  added  to  this 
fact,  he  was  desirous  of  knowing,  whether 
bis  Majesty's  ministers  intended,  by  Bead- 
ing bhn  to  Antigua,  that  this  Mr.  LeMar- 
efaant  should  bean  esarapleof  the  practi- 
cal benefit  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  as 
applied  to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Chulhum  would  first  reply  to  the 
questions  of  the  hon.  member  who  spoke 
last,    h  gafu  him  pleasure  to  have  snch 
aa  opportunity  of  stating  to  the  House  the 
cause  of  the  appointment  of  the  person  al- 
luded to ;    and  also  to  corpect  a  strange 
mistake  into  which  some  heo.  membm 
bad  fallen,  ha  would  net  say  had  wiUinsly 
fallen,  respecting  an  office  which  had  ror- 
merly  been  held  by  that  person.    The 
noble  lord  at  the  bead  of  the  catoaial  de- 
partment had  appointed  Mr.  Le  Marcbant 
to  the  office  in  Antigiia,  io  consaqueaceaf 
the  following  repraaentatbn  en  his  behalf: 
'  that  he  was  a  maa  with  a  large  family;  that 
he  was  brother  to  the  brafa  general  Le 
Merchant,  who  fall  at  the  battle  ef  aala- 
maaca;   and  that  he  had  lost  his  whole 
means  of  subststeace  by  the  death  of  his 
brother,  general  Le  Marohant*    On  these 
grounds  alone  the  noble  lord  had  aapoiat- 
ed  him  to  the  office  in  Antigaa.  When  line 
late    correspondence,  in  which   Mr.  Le 
Marchant  was  implicated, appeared  in  the 
public  papers,  the  noble  lord  who  had  ap- 
pointed him  intioMited  to    him»    that  it 
would  be  proper  that  he  should  net  leave 
the  country  until  the  oowttars  in  which  he 
was  involved  should  be  oleared  up.  Seve« 
ral  ^ears  ago  Mr.  Le  Marchant  had  l^en 
paymaster  to  a  public  depot,  and  so  far  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  were  right ;   but 
he  had  resigned  that  office.    At  the  time 
of  bis  resignation,  he  was  found  to  be  con- 
siderably in  debt  to  the  publie ;  but  be  had 
given  sufficient  security  for  the  amount  of 
the  sum  for  which  he  stood  indebted  to 
the  public;    and  that  money  was  not  yet 

fftaid,  merely  on  account  of  a  legal  fbrma- 
ity  which  would  soon  be  got  over.  Aa  to 
the  last  auestion  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
whether  Mr.  Le'Marchaat  wowd  bei^cott*- 
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tinued  in  his  sttaation»  the  House  woald 
sorely  see  that  ea  so  delicate  a  subjeot, 
until  the  chMacter  c^Mr.  Le  Marchant  was 
further  developed,  he  could  say  nothing 
on  that  head  with  pfoprtetjr.  As  to  the 
Bill  itself,  he  saw  no  foawiation  ior  the  ar- 
guments  of  those  who  contended  that  the 
Bill  would  be  nugatory,  n^ereiy  beeaaee 
its  aim  wae  to  correct  the  defects  of  the 
former  me^ure*  llwre  was  one  amead- 
ment  vrhich  he  wonM  move  at  ^e  proper 
.  time :— -that  was,  ta  euare  the  enjeymem 
of  their  offices  ta  saeh  petaoas  as  had  been 
appointed  to  them  for  eervkee  dona  to 
their  country,  in  the  event  of  any  contin- 
gency which  might  afibet  these  offioee, 
such  as  the  demised  the  crown. 

Mr.  WhMmtd  thought  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  ceow  well  out  as  ta  the 
affair  of  Mr.  Le  Merchant's  appointment, 
when,  with  many  warde  as  to  the  deflicacy 
of  the  Buhiect,  he  ha^  said,  that  nothing 
firai  determnvni  as  to  whether  that  person 
ehanldbeeoatiaaed  in  his  office.  For  hrs 
own  part,  ha  begged  to  sabimt  to  the 
Houie,  that  the  resuk  of  any- legal  pro- 
oeedinge  reMve  to  the  affiiir  in  which  Mr. 
Le  Mardmnt  waa  concerned,  coald  make 
nadifiereace  as  to  the  share  which  he  had 
in  the  business^  The  case  of  Mr.  Le  Mar- 
dmnt  was  simply,  that  he  engaged  to  do 
or  not  tada  somethii^  in  a  certain  case, 
pravidad  his  oondi^ns  were  agreed  to,  or 
in  campansalion  for  certain  civilities.  Now, 
the  acquittal  or  conviction  of  the  other  per- 
■oos  did  act  m  the  least  affect  Mr.  Le  Mar- 
chant's  case.  With  regard  to  the  office  for- 
merly hdd>by  Mr.  Le  Marehant,  it  would 
bafoanditbat  he  had  notresignedit,but  had 
baea  easpended.  To  prove  that  be  w|m  cor- 
rect when  he  said  this  in  opposition  to  the 
assertion  of  the  hon*  gentleman,  he  would 
nifer  thai  bom  gentleman  to  a  letter  on  the 
subject,  to  which  access  might  be  had  at 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  As  he  had  ' 
been  the  first  who  had  alkided  ta  the- case 
of  Mr.  Gore,  he  would  say  a  few  ivords  on 
that  head.  He  saw  no  reason  why^  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  P.  Moore)  should  heve 
been  prevented  (rem  proceeding  with  the 
case,  panicolarly  as  the  public  attention 
had  been  awaksned  to  it,  and  as  his  hon. 
friend  had  only  intended  to  state  facts. 
Many  persons  had  been  suspended  firotti 
their  offices  hi  Upper  Canada  by  Mr. 
Gore,  under  grave  charges  of  misconduct. 
When  these  persons  came  home,  they  ac- 
quitted themselves  oompletely  from  the 
charges  which  Mr«  Gore  had  braofht 
against  them*    In  one  instaaoe,  one  of 
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t»  tlM  ^Mretary  of  Sl«lt'»  oftc«^  Cor  t  aiat*- 
HMM  of  liMcaM,  Mi  whicl»  his  ina^ctnce 
fcod  bten  pr«¥ed;  bat  tkis  VM  refbsttA 
Th0  same  pf  mwn  then  appHo^  la  be  fohi* 
started  in  hi9  office,  as  be  bad  thews  hkaaeK' 
Jnaufliiit  of  the  charges  which  had  beta 
preferred  agaiwti  hion  ;^  \mA  thk  ww  aUo 
refaaedy  and  he  was  offered  a  dtfieveot 
eitaatieD  elsewher*.  As  to  the  Bill  aad 
its  uachiBery,  he  theaght  it  ^Me  naga- 
tovy* 

Mr.  OoMmn  thought  it  unliir  that  the 
hoaw  geotleaia»  shosid  charge  htm  with 
sol  being  able  l«  give  aii  ansveer  reepect*^ 
negeircMstaaees  which  happened  la 
180O. 

Mr.  Whitbnad  said  he  had  evpeoted  do 
answer. 

Mf .  SitjAm  obsereeil,  that  ia  MMniy  ot^ 
lenies  there  were  dispiles  between  the 
goeemDn  and  the  other  offioerv;  a»d.  that 
oitea  the  reeuHrel  of  one  or  other  paHy 
«a9  the  o»ly  asethod  to  restore  peece. 
The  hon.  member  (Mr.  Stsphen)  was  fore 
that  the  House  WMdd  net  be  meiiaed  le 
lay  cke%ni  soch  a  rule  aa  nrast  at  aJi  tines 
enforce  cohmiai  residence,  li  they  were 
to  do  so,  he  was  aliraid  the  efiftiet  would  be 
that  the  o6leee  would  M\  into  the  ?ikcet 
kands.  The  filH,  as  far  at  it  went,  io  his 
eptflion,  was  a  great  impreveasetil  oa  the 
colonial  systeai. 

The  Hoase  then  divided  on  the  qacstiaa 
that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  thml  tine. 
Ayes,  48— ^Noes,  S<^Majority  ia  iaraair  of 
the  Bdl,  40w 

The  BiU  was  tbea  passed. 

PsTftioft  OF  THeDntacToas  op  rm  Low- 
DON  Dock  CoMfANY.}  A  petitfon  of  several 
directors  of  tie  London  Deck  Cempany, 
was  presented  and  read;  taking  neitce  of 
the  pecftien  of  the  court  ef  mayor  smd  ai* 
dermen  of  the  city  of  London,  praying, 
that  leave  may  be  given  to  brfogin  a  BiU 
iat  enabfing  his  Majesty  to  grant  to  the 
aatd  mayor  and  comrmooalty  and  ciliaeas 
of  London  the  office  of  gauger  at  the 
Letidon  Docks  and  ataH  legal  qaays  and 
siHferahee  wharfs  whereon  gaugeabte  earn- 
modfties  are  now  or  may  ever  beveafter  be 
lawfttHy  landed  with'm  the  port  of  Lendon, 
or  that  they  the  said  petitioners  might 
bave  such  other  relief  at  the  Hoase  should 
thrnk  just  and  equitable ;  and  seuiag  forth, 
that  the  said  petition  dioe»  not  disclose  to 
the  House  many  of  the  most  material  etf- 
cumstances  in  relation  to  the  trial  at  law 
therein. mentioned,  which  the  paiitteaers 
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eaaoaiTa  are  oecess^y  to  enaWe  ^  House 
to  form  a  competent  judgment  as  to  the 
Aattu^  aad  jurisdiction  of  the  said  office ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  beg  to  submit  to 
the  House,  tl^  the  grant  of  the  office  of 
ganger  in  favour  of  the  corporation  o£ 
Lamen  is  wholly  unnecessary  at  the  Lon* 
don  Docka^  and  would  not  be  of  the  least 
benefit  to  the  public  or  the  trade  of  the 
|eK>rt  of  Lendoa;  and  thai,  since  the  estab- 
liabmeat  of  the  l40Qdon  Docks,  viz.  in  the 
52d  year  of  his  present  Ms^esty^  an  Act 
was  passed,  by  or  under  which  the  London 
Dock  Company  is  responsible  and  liable  to 
make  gao^  aUt  deficienciea  en  wipes  and 
spirits  landed  and  housed  at  the  said  docks, 
from  whatever  cause  arising,  exceedinflr 
certaia  smaU  quantitiea  therein  meatieaed, 
which  defieieneies  are  to  be  established 
by  the  exciaa  gange  on  landing  and  dilo*, 
very ;  and  thatyOathe  second  trial  referred 
to  in  the  said  petition  of  the  said  ma3H>r 
»id  aldarmea,  which  wae  ^  new  trial 
granted  by  the  ananiaKMis  jadgw^iU  of  the 
coast  of  King^s*hencb,  and  heU)  at  bar  by 
Older  of  the  said  ooart,  it  was  clearly 
proved  and  established  by  the  verdict  of 
the  jury,  and  to  the  entire  aatisfaction  of 
the  cooH,  that  the  London  Docka  are 
situate  without  the  limits,  and  are  not  soh- 
jcf  t  to  the  jansdietieift  ef  the  city  of  Len- 
dom  in  retalion  to  the  said  office  of  gaug«iv» 
and  the  corporation  of  London  have  never 
attempted  ta  call  the  samein  question,  but 
have acqaileaeed  therein;  aad  that  the pet«- 
tionars  trast,  that  the  House  will  net  grant 
ta  the  city  of  Leadon  any  rights  or  privij> 
legesr  to  be  extended  to  the  London  Docket 
wbseh,  by  the  wisdon  of  parUaaieat,  have 
been  loenied  and  established  out  of  and 
beyosid  tJM^reach  of  the  Hmiu  of  this  oity'^ 
jarisdiotieR ;  and  thai  >f»  under  all  the  <;ir- 
euasstanoes,  it  should  appear  to  the  Houses 
that  the  eorporattan  ol  Loadea  has  aity 
claim  to  compeasaA^on  in  the  premises,  the 
peittiawera  respectfoUy  sabmU  that  the 
said  cotpon^oBshouM  aad  oaght  ta  apply 
for  the  tamo  ra  such  taanner  as  the  legia- 
lalttre  have  dteaiid  rigiit  in  other  eases  in 
which  eompeasatioa  hath  been  allaared* 
without  ipterfering  with  or  in  any  mamiar 
in^ngina  oa  any  of  the  righte  or  privi- 
leges wbioh  have  been  granted  by  parlsa* 
■lent  to  the  London  Bock  Coaapany  ;  aad 
praynig  the  protection  of  the  Hoase  in 
sappert  oftbe  righto  and  privileges  grant- 
ed by  parhaaiaat  to  the  London  Dock 
Company,  and  that  the  said  petition  of  the 
said  oooet  of  mayor  and  ^dermen  may 
ne^be  granted,  apd  that  the  petitioaert  %ii^ 
(8B) 
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be  beards  by  their  counsel  and  agestt, 
against  the  same/' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
operation  and  effect  of  the  several  Acts 
for  erecting  docks  and  otherwise  improv* 
ing  the  port  of  London,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  gauging  of  wine,  and  other  gauge- 
able  commodities,  imported  into  the  said 
port ;  and  that  the  petitioners  be  beard, 
by  their  counsel. or  agents,  upon  their  pe* 
tition,  if  they  think  fit. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  May  9* 

Imprisonment  on  Mbsnb  Process,  &c.] 
Earl  Stanhope  observed,  that  the  two  Bills 
which  their  lordships  had  read  a  first  time, 
on  his  motionr,  on  a  former  evening,  were 
since  printed,  and  the  copies  were  then 
upon  the  tsible.  They  were  both  proper 
Bills  to  be  read  a^KCond  time.  Of  one  of 
these  he  in^nded  to  move  the  second 
reading  on  Thursday;  but  the  other, 
which  contained  enactments  for  the  belter 
protection  of  poor  and  other  debtors,  he 
ahould  move  the  second  reading  of  to- 
mdrrow. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  reminded  the 
noble  lord  that  a  very  impottaht  question 
stood  for  discussion  on  that  oay. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  knew  that  per- 
fectly well.  He  bad  informed  the  noble 
earl  who  was  to  bring  on  the  discussion  of 
his  intention,  and  he  had  made  no  objec- 
tion as  to  the  proceeding.  They  perfectly 
understood  each  other  upon  the  occasion. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  whatever 
the  understandings  of  the  noble  lords  might 
be,  if  it  were  thought  the  noble  earFs  mo- 
tion would  create  but  a  short  discussion, 
they  were  very  much  mistaken  indeed. 

Earl  Stanht^  said,  if  the  debate  on  hit 
propositioti  were  found  likely  to  run  to  an 
inconvenient  length,  the  debate  on  it 
might  be  adjourned  to  some  given  day. 
But  be  had  much  pleasure  in  saying,  that 
persons  on  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
favourable  to  his  measure,  and  which  he 
thought  to  their  credit*  He  thought  it 
abominable,  that  in  cases  of  a  debt  for  a 
few  shillings^  individuals,  where  the  ex- 
pencei  ran  up  to  many  pounds,  should  be 
put  in  prison  6n  that  account.  He  then 
repeated  his  notice  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  to»morrow. 

Lord  Ellenborongh  said,  it  ought  not  to  go 
forth,  that  a  measure  proceeding  open 


such  mistaken  grouadt,  and  idceosifteot 
with  reason  or  practicability,  was  likely 
to  meet  with  sorch  support.  What  would 
be  theefiect  of  it?  To  prevent  the  re- 
covery of  sums  in  the  way  of  costs  or 
damages ;  and,  in  many  cases,  where  the 
greatest  properties  may  be  "  affeeted. 
Where  the  amount  of  such  sums  were  in- 
finitely greater  than  in  the  original  cause 
of  action ;  in  actions,  loo,  where  what  was 
called  non^inal  damages  were  given ;  con- 
troverting a  principle  in  which  the  greatest 
judfles  were  agreed.  The  instance  of  the 
forwing  duty  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
which  the  costs  amouilted  to  several 
thousand  pounds,  was  then  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  and  learned  lord.  What,  ia 
such  cases,  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
parties,  were  the  justice  of  the  law  so  witb- 
beld  from  them  ?  He  wished  not  to  speak 
disrespectfully  of  the  noble  lord  ibr  his 
coming  forward ;  but  it  must  be  plain  to 
all,  that  in  caaes  of  vexatious  actions,  and 
proceedings  of  a  similar  nature,  where  the 
costs  mav  amount  to  thousands  of  pounds, 
no  reinedy.  would  remain  to  the  pafties,  if 
this  most  extraordinary  Bill  were  to  pass 
into  a  law  !  After  a  few  farther  remarka 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  and  a 
word  interchanged  across  the  table. 

Earl  Stanhcfpe  observed,  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  not  to  .prevent  the  recovery 
of  costs ;  but  to  prevent  men  from  being 
imprisoned  for  such  costs  as  were  contem- 
plated in  the  Bill. 

Lord  Eilenborough  said,  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  proposed  measure,  the  noble . 
earl  had  not  only  mistaken,  but  falsified 
the  law.  The  practice  of  arresu  in  such 
actions,  was  long  sanctioned. by  the  law  of 
England.  So  early  as  the  statute  of  Henry 
3,  and  ultimately  by  the  statute  of  Henry 
7,  so  long  had  the  practice  of  arrests  and 
holding  to  bail  in  all  actions  of  the  kind 
been  provided  for,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
law  of  England. 

Earl  Stanhope  observed,  be  knew  such 
was  the  law;  as  his  presenting  a  Bill  to 
alter  it  in  those  resoecu  was  a  proof.  But 
he  knew  that  the  law  had  iuffered  some 
alteration  in  these  respects,  as  in  a  recent 
statute  of  his  present  Majesty;  and  the 
principle  he  conceived  to  be  the  same  in 
both  cases* 

Lord  BUenhorough  expluned,  that  the 
practice  of  arrest  in  mesne  process  was 
clearly  and  indisputably  sanctioned  by 
the  ancient  and  established  law  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  deprecated  the  ill  effects 
which  might  arise  from  such  things  being 
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taken  op  on  mistaken  ground**  or  Iron 
confident  or  unqoalified  a88ertk>nf« 

After  a  short  farther  con? ersation  be- 
tween their  k>rdtbips».  the  noble  earl 
agreed  to  ware  hit  intended  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  question 
to-morrow  evening. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Mtof  9. 
Cleigt    Pbnaltiis   Bu#l.]      Sir     ^. 
Som  preii^d  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  43d  of  the  King, 
cap.  84,  relative  to  the  non-residence  of 
tlie  clergy,  with  a  Variety  of  observatioos, 
tending  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  the 
law  as  it  now  stood.     He    particularly 
dwelt  on  the  impropriety  of  leaving  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  in  question  to 
common  informers;    a  singularity  froqr 
which  the  regulations  of  ^ther  professions 
were  exempt.    In  modelling  his  tiew  Bill, 
therefore,  he  should  *be  careful  to  reject 
infbrmera  altogether ;'  to  whose  avarice, 
nnder  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case> 
takmg  into  consideration  the  inexperience 
and  unacqaaintance  with  the  law,  of  many 
of  the  clergy,  be  did  not  think  it  would  be 
proper  longer  to  leave  them.    The  Bill 
vroald  be  in  a  great  measure  explanatory, 
removing   certain  doubts   which  existed 
with  respect  to  the>  present  law ;   for  in- 
stance, it  would  remove  the  doubt  which 
had  been  started  as  to  the  non-liability  of 
clergymen  holding  pluralities,  but  residing 
on  one  of  their  benefices.    It  was  evident, 
that  the   law   could  not  contemplate  a 
physical  impossibility,  and  this  the  Bill 
which  he  meant  to  introduce  would  dis- 
tinctly establish.    It  would  also  dispel  the 
apprehensions  which  had  arisen  from  the 
supposition  that  the  penalties  might  be 
levied  indefinitely  with  respect  to  time. 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Excise  aitd  Customs.]  The  House 
having  resolved  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Excise  and  Custom  Duties, 

The  CAonce/Zor  ^  tkt  Exeheqmr  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
duration  by  law  of  several  of  these  duties; 
Viz.  six  months  after  the  termination  of 
the  war.  The  House  would  be  awalre  of 
the'  inconvenience  that  might  attend  the 
cessation  of  these  duties  at  an  open  period 
of  the  year,  when,  parliament  not  sitting, 
no  modified  continuation  of  any  of  Chem 
could  take  place,  if  necessary.    It  was  his 


intention,  therefore,  to  propose  that  the 
excise  duties  should  continue  in  force 
until  the  10th  July  1815,  by  which  time 
parliament  would  be  enabled  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration,  and  come  to 
such  a  decision  upon  it  as  might  seem  ex* 
pedient.  It  was  bis  intention  to  propose  a 
similar  measure  with  respect  to  the  cus- 
toms duties,  excepting  the  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  clearing  cut, 
or  on  goods  exported  or  carried  coastwise. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  accord ingfy 
moved  two  Resolutions,  embodying  these 
xeguUtions. 

Mr.  WkUhrcad  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  nothing  of  the 
Income  Tax.  Was  it  to  be  inferred  that 
that  tax  was  unequivocally  to  expire  on 
the  5th  of  April  next  ? 

The  ChamceUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  agitate  that 
subject  in  tbe  present  session.  There 
would  be  abundant  time  in  the  next  ses* 
sion  for  parliament  to  determine  whether 
any,  or  what  part  of  that  Ux  shookl 
continue  to  be  exacted. — He  added,  that 
it  was  a  question  which  mutt  depend  on 
circumstances  that  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  ;  for  instance,  the  progress  or  re- 
sult of  the  war  with  America. 

Elbction  Expbnces  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  for  going  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Election  Elxpences  Bill  having  been 
read^  Mr.  Douglas  moved  that  the  Speaker 
should  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Calcrcfi  would  not  object  to  the 
motion ;  but  declared,  that  unless  the  Bill 
should  come  from  the  committee  in  a  form 
very  different  from  that  which  it  then 
bore— unless  it  was  made  a  measure  of  re* 
golation,  not  of  disfranchisement,  he 
should  feel  it  to  be  his  doty  to  oppose  it 
either  on  the  report,  or  on  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Martin  expressed  his  surprise,  that 
the  comprehensive  mind  of  the  hon. 
author  of  tbe  Bill  should  not  be  aware, 
that,  if  agreed  to,  it  most  occasion  a  mate« 
rial  change  in  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment, by  excluding  in  a  great  measure 
non-reaident  voters  from  an  election,  and 
leaving  it  entirely  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  local  and  resident. '  The  whole 
measure  rested  on  an  unfounded  assump-, 
tion;  namely,  that  non-resident  voters, 
who  received  from  a  candidate  the  expence 
of  their  journey,  and  compensation  for 
their  loss  of  time,  must  necessarily  be  cor- 
rupt.    Nothing  could  be  more  unfounded; . 
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and  as  for  any  ciatiec^tsary  ^  c^lottry 
allowances  on  the  part  of  the  eancHdate, 
the  Btatnte  of  WiHiam  S  waa  safllciently 
operatiye  in  that  respect.  He  oaaiendH 
besides,  that  the  Bill  was  m«ch  too  serere 
by  declaring  certain  acts,  without  any  in- 
y  est!  gat  ton  of  their  nature,  to  be  cfMiinal ; 
and  thus  depriving  the  preteift  admirable 
jm-isdictions,  the  ekction  cemmittees,  of 
the  discretion  with  which  they  w«re  ftt 
present  invested,  and  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  hear  evidence  as  lo  the  natvre 
of  the  acts  in  qnestion,  that  they  might 
proQOonce  them,  as  circumstances  di^ 
rected,  either  innocent  or  crimina],  ac- 
cording «s  they  might  find  tliem  attri- 
butable or  non-attributable  to  corrupt  mo- 
tives. 

Mr.  Rose  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  if  he  thought  a  com- 
mittee ought  to  enter  into  the  case  of 
every  individoal  voter,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain what  might  be  considered  a  fair  al*> 
lowance  for  his  time  and  travelling  ex- 
pences  ?  In  this  city  some  artificers  made 
205.  a  day,  while  others  did  net,  perhaps, 
make  moi^e  than  Q$,  ^d.  If  they  were 
once  to  let  in  discretion,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  shut  the  door  against  ftvery 
sort  of  irregularity.  He  did  sot  think 
there  was  one  man  in  the  House  who  be- 
leered  the  ezerciee  of  this  practice  of  de- 
fraying the  expenees  of  noB-resident 
electors  was  attended  with  any  one  good 
eflfect.  They  all  well  knew,  that  non-re- 
sident  voters  were  treated  for  months  to- 
gether before  a  genera!  election ;  and  yet 
it  freqtrenlly  happened  -that  they  were 
met  by  crimps  on  the  road  to  the  place  of 
election,  tend  the  best  bidder  had  thewi 
after  all.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  con.- 
cfoded  with  professing  himself  a  tftaunch 
friend  to  the  B2H. 

Mr.  fFJfwi  e^id,  the  principle  of  the  BiM 
evidently  was,  to  prevent  the  charging  of 
any  expence  to  voters.  If  one  candidate 
be  aflowed  to  be  tft  any  exfenoe,  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  others  to  be  at  the 
same.  The  candidates  make  use  of  this 
mean  to  eoncilicrte  the  good  opinions  of 
their  constkuenM.  llie  hon.  gentlemnn 
read  the  preamble  of  the  Act  Of  Wifitawi 
3,  to  prove  that  its  object  vraa  4o  cause 
elections  to  be  made  without  charge  or, 
expence.  He  could  not  agree  wjth  thoro 
gentlemen  who  thought  that  this  Brtl 
would  be  a  disfranchising  law.  Corruption 
Was  before  an  indictable  offenoe  at  com- 
mon krw ;  but  if  it  were  establfshod  ih«t 
voters  oo{^  to  be  pakl  their  OKp«oG«, 
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trery  ilBter  vpoold  have  n  right  ho^m^mtk 
a  compenwtfpn  for  fais  lost  «f  *iiao.  Bat 
the  law  of  the  land  soys^  tbattto  eanditkte 
shaii  gire  to  any  vqtor  eithor  moat,  drink, 
or  entertaiQilient  Alter  aikiding  to  ikm 
caaes  of  Mesars.  Coke  and  Wtodham  in  a 
late  parliament,  who  wore  unaaalod  omder 
the  Act  against  bribery/  &c.  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  with  saying,  that  as  ho 
believed  this  Bill  to  be  only  a  t-e-assertion 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  he  should  be  happy 
in  seeing  it  carried. 

Mr.  tkr^.  Ben  aaid,  the  priaci^  upon 
which  bo  would  vote  for  the  committeo 
was,  that  the  law  was  now  nnsottled  as  lo 
the  legality  of  paying  any  tzpence  to  non* 
reaident  voters.  In  his  nmid  the  ohiact 
of  the  Bill  was,  to  disftmnohise  a  grant 
number  of  voters*  If  such  was  (be  inten- 
tion, it  ought  to  he  done  fsirly  asni  mnn 
fully^  not  in  soch  an  indirect  way.  He 
would,  however,  vote  for  the  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  donbta 
that  exiiited  as  to  thh  law,  because  cooi- 
mitteei  of  thait  House  aHow'ed  the  legnyty 
of  paying  expencos,  while  ihe  courtt  of 
law  denied  it. 

$ir  M»  Ikwpm  would  vote  for  tlm 
committeei  on  m  principle  directly  contrary 
to  that  of  the  learned  gentleman  (serieuit 
Best).  Hn  opinion  was,  that  it  would  dia- 
franchise  a  number  of  votere.  He  (sir  J# 
Newport)  thought  that  aoch  TOten  aa  had 
their  expences  pciid,  did  not  come  Mrly 
aMid  freely  to  do  t^oirdafy.  What  opioioQ 
would  be  formed  of  a  man,  who,  having 
his  expences  paid  by  one  camdidato, 
should  change  his  niin^  and  vote  for  ano- 
ther ?  He  would  be  considered  as  having 
acted  uofturly ;  ond  this  ahnwoi,  thnt 
when  his  expences  were  paid,  his  choicn 
was  not  ft-ee.  it  was  desirathlo,  that  if  nan* 
reaideots  wished  to  oxerciee  theiriranchise, 
they  should  have  more  difficnity  in  doing 
it  than  set  present.  Every  person  aaw,  on 
the  eve  of  an  election,  the  papers  fiiltrf 
with  advertisements  inviting  non-resident 
votevtto  taverns,  where  4hey  spent  ihair 
time  in  dntnkenness  and  hUtneas,  to  tho 
great  injury  of  thotr  employees,  fai  thoao 
which  were  caikd  open  horanghs,  the 
corruption  was  greater  than  in  others,  aa 
the  records  of  the  committees  of  thnt 
Houae  woufM  shew.  He  woold  thorofoae 
vote  ^MT  the  comnHWee.  ( 

Mr.  Mo0l{fiort  thought  the  efinct  of  thia 
BiM  wovld  not  coivetpond  with  iiasntaift- 
tion.  It  was  rnrpostihle  to  put  m  iton  to 
the  prawftiote  which  this  BiU  profesaad  m 
;  for  ttio  o»t*voteva  ^wouU 
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iiam  M  be  autki  io  tlie  pkce  of  el«cii«i 
bjr  »ome  M^auB  Ar^Uier,  not  at  \imk  owo 
ezifiCMBGe.  S4Niie  Iriend  wouM  defray  their 
exipeDcey  wbo  conW  not  be  proved  Co  be 
SM  ftf^cAt  of  the  cwMlid»te.  He  k94  «i  ob* 
jtcU0D,ako  to  Um  Bil4,  becaote  k  was  par- 
tial in  its  opeimtioa.  Why  veHrict  the  m* 
medy  to  boroughs  2  Why  not  estead  k 
aUo  io  couatiet  ?  la  tbtt  popatoy  cooaty 
of  Yorl^,  and  in  ibe  coaaty  of  Laacatter, 
tbe  enoriBOQs  eKpoeoea  attend  iog  ao  elec- 
tion ware  so  great  as  to  i^efont  any  mm 
of  moderate  fortune  from  becoaiiag  aoan- 
didate.  He  lelt  it  to  be  hiaduty  to  oppose 
the  Bill  m  every  «tege. 

The  qoeAion  was  tbeo  put  for  tJbe 
Speaiber's  leaving  the  lAmu  and  carried 
without  a  divicioo.  The  Uoose  liavii^ 
gaae  into  a  caamiktee, 

Mr.  Lmking$€m^  as  be  bad  an  a  fenaer 
occasion  said,  stiil  iboiight  tiMit  ibe  Biil 
might  be  very  nMcb  unproved  ;  both  as 
it  afl^ted  the  iatereat  of  the  electors  and 
of  Ibe  candidates.  The  amissioD  of  the 
wiord  "  coittity'^  in  ^e  Bii4  ha  thought 
<)uite  uointelli(§pible.  U  tbeBill  passed  as 
it  then  stoad,  it  woald  be  most  kjurious  to 
the  elective  rights  of  persoas  wba  might 
be  IB  the  army ;  ia  fact,  to  the  soldier  it 
wodki  be  virtnally  a  disfranchisemeat. 
It  fPouMI  be  iafifiitely  bettor  to  allow  a, 
certain  proportioii  of  the  traveUing  ex- 
peoees  of  eleelen  to  ^  be  paid.  He 
tbefefiwe  proposed  to  allow  to  non-ns» 
sident  electors  a  Msm  not  azoeeding  a 
shilling  per  mile  for  travelling  ezpences, 
the  distance  baiaig  oompotad  bietw^ao  the 
place  of  residence  and  the  place  #falao- 
tioo. 

Mr.  Doiigia$t  ihongh  happy  to  agree  to 
any  suggestion  offered  with  so  much  can* 
dour,  could  not  avail  himself  of  that  of  the 
boQ.  gentleman,  because  he  thought  it 
militated  against  the  principle  of  tl^  Bill. 
The  proposal  of  thehon.  gentleman  woirtd 
be  an  innovation  on  the  law  as  it  now 
stood  ;  and  to  prove  this,  he  referred  to 
it  indeed  the  eflect  of  tbti  proposal  would 
be,  to  legalise  the  claims  of  the  non-resi* 
dent  electors  to  remuneration  for  their 
travelliog  expences,  and  to  establish  cor* 
ruption  of  the  grossest  kind.  The  Bill 
was  one  declaratory  in  substance,  but  Sn 
fa«  an  aaactoaot, 

Mr.  latsUa^Jan  said,  if  the  Bill  imm  de- 
claratory in  Mshetaaee*  ha  waibad  to  toeav 
hDw  it  happanad  that  the  ward  *^  caoa^r'" 
was  amiisad'f  Ha  ihen  otovad  ^that  4ha 
vaaad  ^<  ooiinto'' abaald  be  anerted  sa  tha 


Ur.  Bafhvnt  thoiu^ht,  that  tf  the  Bill 
paued  in  its  present  form,  its  effect  would 
be,  totally  to  destroy  the  fboodatian  on 
which  it  stood ;  namely,  the  Act  of  King 
Williun*  He  ielt  inclioed  to  support  the 
ameodment  for  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"  coanty." 

Mr.  Cdcrqft  ihoii^bt  his  hon.  friend 
(Mn  Douglas)  had  got  his  Bill  into  such 
a  situaiiea,  that  he  could  not  see  how  he 
was  to  get  it  on*  His  hon.  friend  seemed 
to  have  compromised  the  principles. of  his 
Bill  far  support  to  it ;  thus,  for  conciliating 
the  county  members,  he  had  left  out  the 
word  "  county. '' 

Mr.  Luskingtm  thought  if  a  certain  de- 
gree of  expence  was  not  allowed  to  the 
out-voters,  the  Bill  would  giv.e  rise  to 
more  fraud  than  existed  under  the  pre- 
sent law.  If  they  were  to  ^he  every 
out-voter  Is.,  per  mile  for  traveiling  ex- 
pences,  much  frand  would,  in  hi^  opinion, 
be  obviated. 

Mr.  Dfiu^as  ob^ted  to  thn  allowance^ 
as  legalizing  what  was  at  present  contrary 
to  law.  lasUead  of  diminishing  the  qx* 
peaces  af  election,  it  would  add  to  them, 
as  it  vKottld  entitle  every  person  to  make  a 
specific  demand  to  have  his  expeoces  tle» 
frayed. 

Mr.  Calcn^wM$  against  the  Bill;  being 
of  opinion,  that  it  went  to  fix  a  stigma  upon 
electors*  without  any  call  for  it. 

Mr.  7i«ni^  recollected,  that  some  years 
ago  he  himself  had  inUodaced  a  Bill  some- 
thM>g  Ukethe  present,  in  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  include  counties;  and  then  he 
was  asked,  if  his  meaaiag  was  to  disfran- 
chiae  every  body  ?  In  order  to  do  away 
thin  objection,  he  had  then  agreed  to  the 
omission  of  the  ward  counties,  in  hopes 
that  he  night  have  reconciled  gaailemea 
to  the  measure  ;  and  he  should  agree  stiU 
to  omit  the  word,  if  the  oiaissioo  could 
have  this  effect.  He  was  stirry  the  boa. 
aiembar  (Mr.  Lusbington)  had  not  gone 
Ibe  lens^  of  pmposing  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  of  King  William.  He  wished  the 
hon.  fantlanMn  would  also  go  tbe  length 
of  proposing  the  repeal  of  tbe  Avt  reifuir- 
ing  a  landed  qualification  of  300l,  a  year. 
Far,  if  candidates  went  on,  far  any  length 
of  tirooi  paying  the  proposed  expence^  Is. 
per  mila  to  electors,  he  (Mr.  Tiemey)  was 
aliraid  it  waald  aoMi  came  to  this,  that  thepr 
themselves  would  not  longpossessibe<]»alK 
Ikatian  ^aeeassary  to  entitle  them  to  aitas 
members.  Who,  too,  he  asked,  was  to  decsde^ 
whether  the  aaas  dMianded  hy  thv  elector 
asd  paM  by  4hec«ididata»  waaoc  was  smI 
§ 
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bribery  ?  It  was  impossible  for  a  candidate 
to  have  an  agent  residing  in  every  place 
vrbich  miffht  be  named  by  an  elector  ;  bovr 
else  could  be  know  tbat  an  elector  bad  not 
come,  as  be  himself  migbt  bave  alleged, 
from  the  Lands -end  ?  And  if  be  yielded  to 
sucb  demand  would  not  this  be  called  cor- 
roption  ?  Gentlemen  talked  of  non-resi- 
dent freeholders  as  if  they  were  disfran- 
chised, in  ponsequence  of  their  non-resi- 
dence. This  was  by  no  means  sot  if 
yiersons  having  votes  cbose  to  remove  front 
the  place  where  they  were  entitled  to  the 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  what 
was  it  bat  saying  to  them,  if  they  cbose 
to  remove  they  took  npon  themselves  the 
burden  of  returning  to  the  exercise  of  their 
right  as  part  of  their  mercantile  specula* 
tion.  If  the  rule  was  to  be  ot^ierwise, 
seats  could  only  be  contested  by  persons 
having  large  sums  of  inoney  in  their 
pockeu.  He  (Mr.  Tierney)  recOfUected 
a  non-resident  elector,  who  pretended  to 
have  come  from  a  distance  to  vote  for  him, 
refusing  to  exercise  bis  elective  suffrage 
till  the  Hth  day;  be  obtained  from  him. 
his  expences,  under  the  pretence  of  having 
come  to  vote  for  him,  and  then  returned 
under  the  colours  of  the  adversb  party. 
He  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfied  that  non- 
resident voters  had  no  common  view,  in 
the.  interest  or  character  of  the  place  re- 
presented, with  the  resident  voters. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  said^  if  the  Amend- 
ments which  had  been  proposed  were  car- 
ried, he  should  oppose  the  further  pro« 
gressoftheBill. 

Mr.  Wynn  considered  the  Amendment 
for  allowing  a  shilling  a  mile  travelling 
.expences  to  voters  as  extremely  repre- 
hensible, and  as,  in  fact,  tolerating  tbat 
very  system  of  cormption  which  it  was 
meant  to  correct. — ^With  respect  to  the 
application  of  the  provision  of  the  Bill  to 
counties,  although  he  did  not  approve  of 
such  an  extension,  yet  rather  than  the  Bill 
should  not  pass,  be  would  agree  to  that 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Prdkeroe  agreed  to  the  extension  of 
the  Bill  to  counties,  but  disapproved  of  the 
proposed  allowance  of  expences. 

Sir  F.  Flood  wonld  vote  against  the  Bill, 
as  quite  unnecessary. 

Alderman  C  Smith  opposed  the  Bill, 
and  tboa|;ht  it  was  introduced  at  the 
worst  possible  time. 

Sir  J.  Ntu/port  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  H.  Thomion  contended,  tbat  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  did  not  go  to  alter 
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the  conititution.  Thoea  who  complained 
of  innovation  were  generally  afraid  tba( 
too  much  democracy  would  be  intro- 
duced. In  cutting  off  a  number  of  un- 
worthy voters,  as  it  vras  now  proposed 
to  do,  they  rather  strengthened  the  aris- 
tocracy than  fiivoured  the  depiocracy  of 
the  country.  * 

Mr.  Wrotledof  felt  it  his  duty  to  repeat 
his  objection  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill ; 
but  being  in  a  committee,  he  should  give 
his  vote  for  the  introduction  of  the  word 
"  county*'  in  it. 

Sir  J.  Mackinioih  objected  to  the 
Amendments,  as  tending  to  increase  the 
difficulties  which  the  Bill  bad  to  en- 
counter, to  multiply  its  opponents,  and  to 
endanger  its  success.  The  principal  ob- 
jections tbat  came  from  a  frimlly  quarter, 
he  thought  might  be  obviated,  by  inaking 
an  alteration  in  the  preamble  of  the  Bill, 
and  by  adding  a  proviso  that  should  do 
away  all  doubu  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  Treating  Act.  When  the  enacting 
clause  had  passed,  he  proposed  to  offer 
these  additions  as  amendments. 

Mr.  Baihursi  defended  the  Amendment 
he  bad  supported. 

A  division  took  place  on  the  Amend- 
ment, which  went  to  introduce  the  word 
"  county .*'  For  the  Amendment  50; 
affainst  it  5 — Majority  4-5.  '  The  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  were-then  passed.  The 
House  resumed,  and  the  Report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Report  from  the  Committer  om  trr 
State  op  the  Gaols  op  the  City  op 
London,  &c.J  The  following  Report 
was  presented,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  Gaol  of  Newgate,  and 
the  Poultry,  Giltspur-street,  Ludgate, 
and  Borough  Compters ;  and  to  report 
their,  observations  thereupon,  and  of 
any  improvement  which  may  be  practi- 
cable therein ;  and  who  were  em- 
powered to  report  the  Minutes  of  the 
Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  the 
House  ; — have  examined  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

Your  Committee  find,  the  gaol  of  New- 
gate, asat  preseht  regulated,  is  able  con- 
veniently to  hokl  110  debtors,  and  317^ 
criminal  prisoners ;  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  surgeon,  that  when  the  whole  num- 
ber exceeds  500,  great  danser  of  infectious 
disorder  is  to  be  apprehended.    On  April 
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the  5tb»  it  coatained  160  debtors  and  326 
crimioals,  and  in  Janoarj  last  the  whole 
namber  amounted  to  822. 

That  part  of  the  prison  which  is  appro* 
priated  to  debtors,  is  divided  into -two 
yards ;  one  for  n»en>  and  one  for  women. 
Upon  that  for  the  men  are  three  building9, 
called  the  Master's  Side,  the  Cabin  Side, 
and  the  Common  Side :  the  latter  is  for 
the  poorest  description  of  debtors;  and 
for  admission  into  the  two  former,  a  fee  of 
three  shillings  is  paid ;  and  the  prisoners 
in  them  share  in  none  of  the  charities,  but 
have  the  advantage  of  living  in  better  so* 
ciety.  The  *rooms  are  generally  about 
15  feet  wide,  and  from  23  to  36  feet  in 
length,  and  contain  in  each  of  them,  day 
and  night,  from  ten  to  fifteen  men,  when 
the  prison  is  not  crowded;  but  double  that 
number  have  been  occasionally  placed  in 
them.  One  room  is,  iii  the  day-time,  ap- 
propriated to  work :  and  when  your  Com- 
mittee visited  the  prison,  they  found  there 
some  persons  indostrioosly  employed.  For 
the  government  of  the  debtors,  the  keeper 
names  six  persons,  and  one  of  them  is 
elected  by  his  fellow- prisoner!  to  hold 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  prison.  In  the 
same  manner,  in  each  ward,  he  names 
three  persons,  one  of  whom  is,  by  the  in- 
habitants of  that  ward,  chosen  to  be  their 
steward.  It  is  the  business  of  the  steward 
of  the  prison  to  preserve  order,  to  see  the 
allowances  weighed,  Bnd,  assisted  by  three 
auditors,  freely  chosen  by  the  prisoners,  to 
examine  the  poor-box,  and  to  superintend 
the  receipt  and  distribution  of  charities ; 
in  return  for  which,  he  receives  small  gra- 
tuities, and  an  additional  allowance  of 
provisions ;  and  similar  to  his,  in  their 
subordinate  departments,  are  the  duties  of 
the  stewards  of  the  separate  wards.  These, 
and  other  regulations  for  the  preservation 
of  order,  and  management  of  the  debtors 
fund,  have  been  approved  of  by  the  alder- 
men and  judges. 

Misconduct,  in  any  prisoner,  is  pu- 
nished by  removal  to  what  is  called  the 
Disorderly  Ward,  which  is  locked  up  one 
hour  sooner  thap  the  others ;  and,  if  that 
punishment  be  not  sufficient^  by  confine- 
ment in  a  cell.  The  doors  are  every 
morning  opened  at  eight  o'clock;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  four  hours  on  Sun- 
day, visitors  are  indiscriminately  admitted 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night,  when  they  depart,  sometimes  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred. 

Wine  and  beer  are  sold  at  the  bar  of 
the  prison,  at  the  same  price  as  in  the 


public  houses,  and  ne  one  within  the  gaol 
is  entitled  to  any  profit  on  their  sale.  The 
quantity  which  each  prisoner  is  allowed 
to  purchase  is  no  otherwise  limited  than 
that  he  shall  not  have,  at  one  time,  more 
than  one  bottle  of  wine,  or  one  quart  of 
ale;  a  regulation  which  little  tends  to 
preserve  sobriety  and  order.  The  act  of 
parliament  against  the  introduction  of  spi- 
rituous liquors  is  conspicuously  hung  up, 
and  all  pains  are  taken,  though  sometimes 
ineffectually,  to  see  that  it  is  enforced. 

No  bedding  is  provided :  the  poorer 
description  of  prisoners  sleep  on  the 
boards,  between  two  rugs  given  by  the 
city  ;  those  who  can  afford  it  hire  beds  at 
sixpence  the  night,  from  persons  who 
carry  on  this  traffic  with  the  prison.  The 
allowance  of  food  to  debtors  is  fourteen 
ounces  of  bread  a  day,  and  eight  stone  of 
meat  in  every  week,  divided  amongst  all ; 
but  as  this  quantity  never  varies  with  the 
numbers  in  aid  of  whose  subsistence  it  Is 
given,  it  forms  a  very  precarious  addition  ; 
and  the  whole  allowance  is  barely  suffi- 
cient, without  the  assistance  of  their 
friends,  to  support  life.  The  manner  of 
distributing  the  bread,  which  is  given  on 
every  alternate  day,  is  liabJe  to  this  ob- 
jection, that  the  prisoner  is  tempted  on  the, 
first  day  to  eat  the  allowance  which  is 
meant  also  to  support  him  on  the  second ; 
and  that  a  person  brought  to  prison  imme- 
diately after  the  hour  of  distribution,  re- 
ceives nothing  for  forty-eight  hours,  and 
may  be  six  days  without  receiving  any 
meat. 

To  the  debtors,  no  coals  or  candles,  no 
mops  or  pails  are  given  :  the  Master's 
Side  prisoners  proride  themseWes  with 
these  necessaries ;  and  those  on  the  Com-* 
mon  Side  are  able  to  procure  them  by 
subscription  and  garnish,  and  by  means  of 
various  charities  and  legacies.  Your 
Committee  feel  it  difficult  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  what  ought  to  be  the  allow- 
ance made  to  debtors  for  their  comfort  and 
subsistence,  and  under  what  regulations  it 
ought  to  be  distributed.  It  is  not  fitting 
that  the  poorest  should  hardly  be  enabled, 
by  their  allowance,  to  exist  without  the 
assistance  of  their  friends ;  and  if  that 
should  be  wanting,  that  they  should  be  in 
part  supported  oy  broken  meat  from 
taverns,  and  other  casual  and  uncertain 
charities ;  nor  is  it  reasonable,  by  an  ample 
and  indiscriminate  distribution  of  bedding 
and  coal^  and  provisions,  to  incur  expence 
on  behalf  of  those  who  have  ability  to 
support  themselves,  and  by  too  easy^  a 
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snlwiiteiicCf  to  iczrt  no  iiMfirccncnl  t&  tvat 
fncfostrv,  wbrch  it  ought  to  be  the  first 
objecr  m  every  prhott  to  encoarage.  It 
seems  then  that  a  faU  allowance  ought  not 
to  be  generaf ;  it  oogfit  only  to  be  gi?efi 
to  those  whose  necessity  cannot  be 
(foubted»  and  who  are  content  to  li?e  on 
the  Common  Side  of  the  priton;  those 
who  are  on  the  Master's  $raemutt  be  pre* 
snmecf  to  be  more  able  to  proritle  lor 
themsefves;  and  emen  on  each  of  these 
sides,  different  gradations  nray  be  made, 
the  allowance  ofminkhing  as  the  accom- 
modation and  rooms  improre.  It  might 
be  made  conditionaf  too  upon  cfeanKness, 
upon  attendance  at  chapef,  and  other 
good  conduct ;  and  if  a  system  of  work 
were  established,  it  might  be  withheld 
from  the  idfe. 

Some  deduction  might  also  be  mrade  from 
such  of  the  prisoners  asr  are  entitled  to  the 
daily  payment  of  sixpence  frem  their  cre- 
ditors; thougti  from  the  len^h  of  time 
fqr  which  that  payment  may  be  delayed, 
and  the  expence  of  obtainmg  rt  (which 
amounts  to  I/.  6iA  It  is  received  by  hrt9  : 
five  only  of  all  the  debtors  now  m  New- 
gate are  in  its  receipt. 

Garnish  is  demanded  from  aU  the  prr- 
soners  on  their  admission  to  prison,  and 
fees  on  their  discharge :  the  garnish  is 
extorted  by  them  from  each  other,  and 
Varies,  in  the  different  wards,  fVom  thir- 
teen shillings  to, one  guinea;  an  inabifity 
or  unwillingness  to  pay  it  is  punished  by 
keeping  the  defaulter  from  the  fire,  by  not 
allowing  him  to  partake  in  the  charities, 
and  by  other  means  of  annoyance,  h  is 
a  disgraceful  and  oppressive  costom,  and 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist.  It  has 
been  abolished  in  all  the  wetl-regufated 
prisons  in  the  country;  and  yonr  Com- 
mittee have  it  in  evidence  from  the  gaoler 
of  Newgate,  that  a  very  small  allowance 
as  a  compensation,  and  a  positive  order 
from  the  magistrates,  would  cure  this  evil 
at  once. 

From  every  debtor,  those  of  the  Court 
of  Conscience  excepted,  a  fee  is  due  to 
the  sheriff  for  bis  writ  of  liberate, 
amounting  in  Middlesex  to  4s.  6d,  for  the 
first  action,  and  25.  6d.  for  every  other ; 
in  London  the  demand  is  rather  bigfher, 
and  beyond  this  he  may  be  further  im- 
prisoned until  6$,  10^.  shall  bare  been 
paid  to  the  gaoler,  and  2s,  to  the  turnkey  : 
and  your  Committee  indeed  regret  that 
any  right  should  exist,  by  law  or  by  cus- 
tojn,  of  exacting  fees  from  prisoners  under 
these  gr  indeed  any  circumstances.    But 
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wbeirlbe  debtor's  debt  h  p«id,  orwWn  ht 
hoe  srbMidoficd  bteproperty  f»  hi»ct«dfttor; 
and,  destitute  of  every  thing  bol  Ms 
ctotkes  and  tbe  inttrMments  of  bis  trade, 
looks  forward  to  bis  liberty,  it  seem*  an* 
reaMnable  that  fortber  demands  shoirTd 
stilFbe  made  on  bim,  wid  thai  bia  liber** 
tion  msry  yet  be  delayed  until  he  shall 
have  paid  this  new  debt,  arising  only  out 
of  thesattsfaetion  of  all  hit  former  debtsi 
That  tbeMt  fees  have  not  been  always  ex- 
torted, nor  made  ibe  subject  of  fresh  im* 
prisonmenf,  is  only  to  be  dttrrboted  to 
cbaritaMe  ^fitunons,  and  to  the  bumsmky 
of  the  gaoler,  whose  right  has  never  been 
enforced  against  the  poor  and  unassisted. 
But  yocrr  Comminee  feel,  that  the  cha- 
racter of  tbe  present  gaoler  is  no  serurity 
for  the  conduct  of  bis  successors,  and  that 
this  power  of  oppression  ought  not  to 
exist. 

The  female  Debtors  Side  h  sufajeel  eo 
simvfar  reguhtions  with  that  of  the  meir, 
but  it  is  less  crowded,  and  appeared  per- 
fectly clean  and  well  managed.    • 

The  Criminal  Side  of  Newgate  contafn$ 
six  yards;  Ist.  The  press  yard,  for  pri- 
soners under  sentence  of  death,  to  whicb 
ate  attached  fifteen  cell#,  each  about  nine 
feet  long  by  seven  wide.  By  the  rule  of 
the  prison,  wbtch  is  however  much  re* 
laxed,  the  prisoners  are  locked  up  in  tbeir 
cefls  from  two  in  tbe  afternoon  till  nine  in 
the  morning.  Two  prisoners  are  gene- 
ralfy,  for  tbe  sake  of  society,  and  in  some 
cases  to  prevent  suicide,  put  into  eacb 
cell ;  though  it  has  frequently  happened, 
from  delay  m  mtrking  the  report,  that  the 
numbers  have  so  accumulated  as  to  make 
ft  necessary  to  confine  three  together. 
They  have,  witb  the  exception  of  those 
condemned  for  murder,  the  same  allow- 
ance with  the  other  prisoners,  and  are 
permitted  to  purchase  what  wine  or  beer 
they  please.  Their  friends  are  allowed 
freely  to  visit  them  between  the  hotirt  of 
twelve  and  two;'  and  every  prbper  atten- 
tion appears  to  be  paid  them.  The  ordi- 
nary attends  them  etery  Tuesday  and 
Tfrursday  after  sentence ;  and,  afler  the 
order  for  execution,  every  day :  such  as 
are  dissenters  are  permitted  to  see  minis- 
ters of  their  own  tenets;  and  a  Roman 
catholic  cfergyman  is  very  properly  paid 
by  the  city  for  attending  on  such  as  art?  of 
his  persuasion.  On  the  Sunday  before 
the  execution,  all  the  prisoners  under 
sentence  of  death,  and  who  are  of  the 
Church  of  England,  are  obliged  to  attend 
divine  sertice ;  they  are  placed  in  an  open 
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pew  in  the  centre  of  the  chapel ;  and  pre* 
yious  to  an  ezecationi  a  black  coffin  is 
placed  on  the  table  before  them.    Your 
Cooimittee  feel  this  exposure  of  the  con* 
demned  persons  to  be  cruel,  and  unneces- 
sary ;  and  it  is  consequently  stated  to  ha?e 
this  bad  effect^  that  it  induces  many  to 
profess  dissenting   tenets,    to   avoid  tho 
being  thus  held  up  to  public  view,  in  this 
last  awful  situation ;    and  in  general  only 
the  most  hardened  consent  so  to  appear. 
'  '  In  consequence  of  the  Report  in  1 8 11  of 
the  Committee  on   Penitentiary  Houses, 
some  attempt  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  tried  from  the  untried  prisoners ;  and 
the  yard  called  the  Chapel  Yard  is  appro- 
priated to  such  as  are  charged  with  fe- 
lony, and  to  such  as  hare  been  conyicted 
or  are  charged  with  misdemeanors.    It  is 
calculated  to  hold  in  fi?e  wards  seventy 
pt-isonersi    and  contained,  on  April  4th, 
seventy-eight.    Those  in  Custody  for  mis- 
demeanors sleep  in  a  different  ward  from 
those  committed  on  a  suspicion  of  felony, 
though  in  the  day-time  they  mingle  m 
the  same  yard.     The  rooms  throughout 
the  prison  are  fifteen  feet  wide,  but  vary 
in  length.   ;  On  one  side  of  them  the  floor 
is  a  little  raised  in  an  inclined  plane,  on 
the  top  of  which  is  a  beam ;  and  on  these 
boards  the  prisoners  sleep,  the  beam  serv* 
ing  for  a  pillow;  no  beds  aregiven,  but 
each  prisoner  has  two  rugs :    and  the  al- 
lowance of  room,  when  the  prison  has  only 
■nch  a  number   as  can  be  conveniently 
lodged,  is  one. foot  and  a  half  to  each  per- 
son;  when,  as  has  been  frequently  the 
erase,  nearly  double  the  convenient  num- 
ber is- placed  in  a  ward,  they  sleep  in  the 
same    crowded  situation  on  each  side  of 
the  room,  the  whole  floor  being  covered, 
with  the  exception  of  a  passage  in  the 
middle.      In  the  classification  of  the  dif- 
ferent descriptions  of  prisoners  it  has  been 
/Usual,  and  such  a  system  is  sanctioned  by 
the  legislature  in  the  Act  24  Geo.  3»  c.  54, 
to  confine  together  all  persons  convicted 
of  misdemeanors.     In  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee  this  classification  is  far  from 
just.     He  who  has  committed  a  common 
assault  ought  not  to  be  made  the  compa- 
nion of  thfe  perjured  or  the  fraudulent,  and 
ctill  less  of  those  who  are  committed  for 
attempts  at  the  most  abominable  crimes. 
And  in  the  same  class  %vith  all  these  the 
iibellist  is  also  included,  who  is  frequently 
a  man  of   feeling    and    education,   and 
whbee  crime,  however  dangerous  and  re- 
prehensible, seldom  carries  with  it  into  so^ 
dety  that,  degree  of  disgrace  which  shooid 
(VOL.XXyiI.) 


subject  the  offender  to  be  placed  on  a 
level  with  the  more  profligate  criminals 
above  alluded  to.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  this  gaol,  whilst  the  classifica* 
tion  of  crimes  is  so  little  observed,  is  not 
fit  for  the  confinement  of  persons  convicted 
of  libel.  Prisoners  for  misdemeanors 
are  not  in  irons,  but  all  the  others  are,  ex- 
cept such  as  have  deserved  to  be  freed 
from  them  by  long  good^  behaviour ; 
they  are  considered  to  be  necessary  as  a 
mark  to  distinguish  the  prisoners  from 
strangers.  But  if  this  intercourse  witb 
visitors  were  more  limited,  or  permitted  onl^ 
through  a  grating,  the  irons  might,  with 
perfect  sa^ty,  be  discontinued.  In  the 
middle  yard  are  cobfined  persons  under 
sentence  of  transportation,  and  convicted 
of  felony ;  .  their  number  in  April  was 
eighty-two:  and  it  will  conveniently  hold 
eighty.  It  is  to  the  great  delay  which 
frequently  occurs  in  the  removal  of  per- 
sons under  such  sentences,  that  tho 
crowded  state  of  Newgate  has  frequently 
been  owing.  By  a  return  to  your  Com- 
mittee it  appears,  that  their  numbers  are 
very  seldom  less  than  100,  and  that  at  ona 
time,  in  December  last,  they  amounted  to 
236.  This  delay  is  one  of  the  mmn 
causes  of  all  the  inconveniencles  felt  in  tha 
prison,  and  very  great  good  would  at  onc6< 
result  from  the  early  and  regular  removal 
of  the  transports. 

The  Master's  Side  will  contain  seventy 
persons,  but  is  seldom  full ;  it  has  now 
forty-nine.  Prisoners  for  every  crime* 
and  of  every  description,  liable  only  to 
removal  for  misconduct,  may  be  admitted 
to  it,  on  the  payment  of  13«.  6d.  and  2s.  6i. 
per  week  for  the  use  of  a  bed.  Their 
treatment  differs  little  from  that  of  tha 
other  prisoners,  except  that  they  partake 
of  no  charities,  and  are  in  better  society. 
They  are,  as  much  as  possible,  in  their 
rooms,  placed  in  different  classes,  but  all 
meet  in  the  common  yard.  Similar  regu- 
lations prevail  in  what  is  called  the  State 
Side,  which  is  for  a  still  better  description 
of  prisoners,  and  the  fee  for  admission  to 
which  is  two  guineas,  and  a  irent  of 
lOf.  6d.  for  a  single  bed,  and  7f.  when 
two  sleep  in  one  bed.  It  has  accommo* 
dation  for  forty,  and  contains  now  twentv 
prisoners.  The  women's  yards,  with 
cells  and  infirmary,  are  calculated  for 
seventy  persons :  seventy.five,  with  HU 
teen  children,  were,  on  April  4th,  oonftnofi 
in  it;  and  in  January  last,  130  were,  at 
one  time,  crowded  together,  of  all  agea^ 
of  all  descriptuttSy  uied  and  untried  ;an4 
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even  tiMse  uiklir  sentence  of  deftth  are 
aot  refliiivecl,  till  the  order  for  their  exe- 
cution cones  dowD.  Amongst  ibem  are 
new  two  girls  of  thirteen,  one  of  tWeWe* 
and  one  Si  ten  years  old,  exposed  to  ail 
iIm  contagion  of  profligacy  which  must 
prevail  in  this. part  of  the  prison.  A 
division  is  here  also  made  for  Master's 
Side  prisoners,  for  admission  to  which 
a  fee  of  13#.  6i«  is  paid;  but  they 
and  the  others  have  but  one  cMnmon 
yard,  which  is  extremely  narrow  and 
inconvenient.  Amongst  the  women,  no 
Tisitors,  except  in  the  instance  of  very 
near  relations,  are  admitted ;  an  inter- 
course between  them  and  their  ^ends 
takes  place  through  an  iron  railing.  Into 
^ery  other  part  of  the  prison  visitors  are 
allowed  to  come  at  any  hour,  from  nine 
o'clock  till  dusk,  but  may  only  depart  at 
stated  times.  Coals,  and  mops  and 
brooms,  are  nearly  to  a  sufficient  quantity 
•opplied  to  the  Criminal  Side  of  Newgate ; 
and  the  allowance  of  food  is,  in  a  small 
degree,  better  than  that  to  the  debtors ; 
but  it  is  not  juifficient  properly  to  support 
life,  without  the  assistance  of  friends,  and 
casual    charity;   and,. in   the  opinion  of 

nr  Committee,  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
I  hard  to  leave  in  dependence  on  their 
Iriendt,  men,  many  of  whom  are  commit- 
ted to  prison  only  on  suspicion  of  crimes, 
taken  too  from  their  trades,  and  placed  in 
a  prison  in  which  hardly  any  facilities  for 
work  are  afforded;  v^hilst  their  families 
are  deprived  of  that  assistahce  on  which 
ibey  have  been  accustomed  to  depend. 
A  very  small  increase  of  allowance  would 
perfectly  support  them,  and  at  the  same 
time  render  unnecessary  the  unlimited 
concourse  of  risitors,  by  which  it  is  to  be 
feared  tbe  order  and  regularity  becomine 
a  prison  are  much  impaired.  From  all 
the  crimimds,  with  the  exception  only  of 
Ao9e  6n  tbe  State  Sid\»,  gamiah  is  exacted, 
liable  to  the  same  objections  aa  have  been 
akeady  stated  against  it;  and  from  them 
too  fees  are  doe,  on  particular  occasions, 
to  the  keeper.  Every  convicted  felon,  on 
bis  discharge,  afler  a  term  of  imprison- 
ment, pays  ISt.  10^.  though  about  again 
to  try  the  world,  under  all  the  disadvan- 
tages of  mined  character  and  circum- 
atances,  and  th^  bad  habits,  and  sometimes 
bad  health,  contracted  during  a  long  resi- 
dence in  a  prison*  Other  fees  are  exacted 
OB  pardons,  and  A'oiti  persons  convicted  of 
tnisdemeanors;  every  one  of  which  your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to  be 
i^lished;  and  they  are  gbd  tofind^  thai 
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a  resolution  to  that  effect  paased  the  com* 
mon  council  in  1810,  though  it  is  not  yet 
acted  upon.  Acquitted  prisoners  are,  at 
by  law  entitled,  discharged  on  the  moment 
of  their  acquittal;  frequently  at  a  latd 
hour,  and  sometimes  without  money, 
without  friends,  and  without  a  habitaUoa 
in  London  ;  and  instances  have,  in  conse* 
quence,  been  known  of  their  being  brought 
back  again  on  the  same  day,  on  a  freah 
charge,  to  Newgate.  Those  against 
whom  no  bill  is  found,  are  discharged  in 
the  morning;  and  the  femalea  have  r»* 
ceived  one  shilling  each  from  a  privata 
charity.  From  the  want  of  room,  and  the 
danger  of  permitting  the  use  of  some  took, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  work,  the 
prisoners  are  but  little  employed ;  but  itia 
the  opinion  of  the  keeper,  that  the  best 
results  would  be  derived  from  fitting  up  a 
yard  for  tbe  purpose  of  work,  and  givmg 
other  encouragements.  The  increased  al« 
lowance  suggested  by  your  Committee 
should,  if  such  a  system  were  well  regu« 
lated,  by  giving  only  to  the  industrion8,and 
the  earnings  be  suffered  to  accumulate, 
either  for  the  families  of  the  prisoners 
during  their  confinement,  or  for  their  aa* 
sistance  upon  leaving  the  prison. 

Four  lunatics  are  now  confined  in  New* 
gate ;  two  of  them  separately,  but  two 
with  the  other  prisoners,  one  of  whom 
wouki,  but  for  his  insanity,  have  been 
convicted  of  murder.  This  is  a  practice 
against  which  a  resolution  of  the  common 
council  was  passed  four  years  ago,  but 
which  still  unfortunately  continues  to 
exist ;  but  it  is  hoped,  that  when  the  new 
Bedlam  is  finished,  they  will  be  all  re* 
moved. 

The  keeper  of  Newgate  receives  a  sa* 
lary  of  450/.  in  addition  to  which  all  the 
fees  and  rents  are  paid  to  him,  and  firom 
this  fund  he  pays  the  servanu  of  the  pri* 
sob ;  above  which  expence  an  income  re* 
mains  to  himself  of  from  600/.  to  1,000/; 
a  year,  which  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  too  great  for  an  office  of 
such  difficulties  and  responsibility;  but 
they  greatly  object  to  the  manner  in 
which  that  salary  is  paid.  No  part  of  a 
gaoler's  hioome  ought  to  be  exacted  hem 
his  prisoners.  Such  ao  income,  frequent* 
ly  ill  paid,  to  a  humane  saoler,  leaves 
him  also  too  much  open  to  the  imputation 
of  harshness,  whilat  it  gives  to  a  barak' 
gaoler  a  power  of  oppression ;  it  alio 
leads  to  the  eiiipk>yni«nt  of  too  snail  m 
aumber,  and  an  inferior  description  of 
a^rvints.    Tbaieea  ought  aU  to  be  «b#» 
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lidied ;    and  whatever  raoU  it  may  be 

ihoqgbt  proper  to  preaervei   tp  b«  ac- 
counted for,  the  gaoler  receiving  a  &ced 

aafary.     Your  Committee   capnot   Jeave 

this  part  of  the  subject  withopt  stating, 

that  they  believe  Mr.  Newman  to  be  con- 

Bcientiously  attentive  to  the  duties  of  his 

office,  and  humane  in  their  performance. 

The    medical    department   is  under  Mr. 

Box,  yvho  receives  a  salary  of  150/.  in  ad- 

jdition  to  which  he  is  repaid  by  the  city  for 

any  quantity  of  medicines  be  may  use^ 

There  are  three  infirmaries ;  one  for  the 

male  debtors ;  one  for  the  male  and  one 

for  the  female  criminals.    No  apartment 

has  been  set  aside  for  sick  female  debtors, 

and  one  h^s  very  rarely  been  wanted.    A 

man  on  each  side  is  chosen  by  the  sur* 

geon  from  the  best  educated  of  the  pri* 

goners,  and  «ni|>loyed  daily  to  go  round 
the  prison,  and  to  examine  and  report  all 
the  sick,  who  are  immediately  remeyed  to 
the  infirmary,  and  liberally  furnished  with 
attendance,  and  every  thing  which  can  be 
necessary.  Mr.  Box  states,  that  since  his 
appointment  in  U02,  no  fatal  case  of  in- 
fectious disease  has  occurred.  Pelmonary 
oomplainu  are  the  most  difficnlt  of  cure 
in  this  and  every  other  gaol ;  but  Mr. 
Box  has  not  observed  ^y  disorder  to  be 
onosnally  prevalent.  The  average  yearly 
number  or  deaths  since  1302  has  been 
only  nine;  ind  your  Committee  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  libe- 
rality of  the  city,  and  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Box  to  this  department.  They  have  only 
one  remark  to  make ;  namely,  that  it 
would  be  satisfactory  if  every  prisoner 
oommitted  to  Newgate,  before  he  is  al* 
lowed  to  mingle  with  the  other  prisonersy 
were  to  undergo  a  medical  examination. 
It  is  a  precaution  observed  in  all  well-go- 
verned prisons*  and  seems  particularly 
called  for  in  one  so  apparently  exposed  tp 
infeGtion  as  NesTgate. 
.  The  oidinary>  Dr.  Fprde,  receives  a  sa- 
lary ol  2S0L  and  is  provided  with  a  house. 
{!•  atates  the  attendance  at  cbapeL 
which  is  entirely  Yolontary,  to  be  fiir  from 
regialar«  and  his  congregation  frequently 
inattentive  and  disor&ly.  The  difl^ent 
classes  of  pnsoneiesjMce  all  within  view  of 
each  other;  and  befiove  the  service  be* 

r,  cenversaUona  take  place  between 
men  and  woeaen,  and  every  aert  of 
anise  nreraibk  The  keeper  himeelf  never 
attenos ;  wJben  on  every  ground  ef  giving 
n  fpod  example,  and  preserving  due  de? 
corum  t^  hie  authority,  he  ought  if  po«|i- 
Ub  Mf«r  m  be  ibiBgli  and ^t  thjroe  or 
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four  of  the  turnkeys  are  present,  and  at- 
tempt very  insufficiently  to  preserve  or- 
der. No  derk  is  appointed  to  lead  the 
prisoners  in  their  responses,  and  much 
inconvenience  is  felt  by  such  a  cpngrega« 
tion  from  the  want  of  this  guidance.  Tk^ 
sacrament  is  never  administered,  except 
to  the  condemned.  Beyond  his  attend* 
ance  in  chapel,  and  on  those  who  are  sen- 
tenced to  death.  Dr.  Forde  feels  hu(  few 
duties  to  be  attached  to  his  office.  He 
knows  nothing  of  the  state  of  morals  in 
the  prisoi\;  he  never  sees  any  of  the  pri- 
soners in  private ;  though  fourteen  boye 
and  girls^  from  nine  to  thirteen  years  pld, 
were  in  April .  last  in  Newgate,  he  does 
not  consider  any  attention  to  them  e  point 
of  his  duly;  he  never  knows  that  any 
have  been  sick,  till  he  gets  a  warning  to 
attend  their  funeral ;  and  does  not  go  to 
the  infirmary^  for  it  is  not  in  his  instruct 
tions* 

Moat  of  the  evils  and  inconveniences  ef 
Newgate  have  proceeded  from  its  beiug 
in  extent  wholly  inadequate  to  the  pur^ 
poses  for  which  it  was  intended ;  and  tho 
attention  of  the  common  council  being 
called  to  it  in  1810,  by  a  leUer  to  thei» 
from  air  Richard  PhilUps,  a  committee  to 
enquire  was  appointed,  which  producei). 
a  valuable  report  and  several  beneficiel 
resolution^,  and  among  them  one  for  the 
building  of  a  new  prison  for  the  repeptie^l 
of  debtors.  This  building  is  to  «eceivo 
the  debtors  also  of  Oiltspuratroetp  tho 
Poultry  and  Ludgate  compters,  ;and  is  in  § 
^tate  of  much  forwardness ;  hopes  are  ev^ 
tertaiued  that  it  will  he  fit  for  the  recop* 
tion  of  prifoners  in  the  course  of  a  year* 
Newgate  will  then  only  contain  such  per* 
sons  as  have  received  the  sentence  of  tho 
law,  and  the  commitments  from  the  difr 
ferent  compters  and  the  county  prison^ 
previously,  to  efery  sessions  held  ot  tho 
Old  Bailey*  This  will  give  room  for  thai 
attention  to  the  comfort^  morals^  and  in* 
dustry  of  the  prisoners,  which,  in  the  pre* 
sent  crowded  staite  of  the  prison,  is  hardly 
practicable;  for  dieir  comfort,  with  in* 
creased  apace,  an  increased  allowanice  an4 
beddipg  are  absolutely  necessary;  and 
their  nmral  conduct  will  best  be  improved 
py  a  minute  classification  of  ages,  sexes, 
and  oiences,  and  by  affi>rding  every  fia* 
cility  of  employment ;  perhaps  this  last 
object  might  he  forwarded  by  givitig  o 
room  towards  the  street,  where  articles 
manufactured  by  the  prisoners  might  bo 
offered  for  aale.  Many  of  the  mi^istrates 
of  tho  city  lyppear^  to  yo^r  ConiuMttee,  to 
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be  active  md  frequent  in  th^ir  visiU  to 
this  and  tbe  other  gaols,  and  reports 
from  them  appear  to  find  a  ready 
•attention  from  the  committee  of  city 
lands ;  hot  a  still  more  attentive  and  vigi- 
lant system  of  inspection^  by  regular  meet* 
ings  held  at  tbe  prison,  would,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  your  Committee,  be  highly  bene- 
ficial. It  would  be  useful  to  have  books 
kept,  in  wiiich  the  surgeon  and  gaoler 
might  enter  the  occurrences  in  tbeir  se- 
veral departments ;  and  one  in  which  the 
visiting  magistrates  might  write  their  re- 
marks, as  a  guide  for  their  conduct,  and 
that  of  their  successors.  The  opinion  of 
Mr.  Howard  is  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  also  of  one  of*  the  superin- 
tending magistrates  to  act  solely  as  an  in- 
spector; and  where  the  gaols  are  so  nu- 
merous and  extensive  as  in  London,  this 
opinion  seems  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. Your  Committee  cannot  better  state 
his  duties,  than  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Howard  :— ♦*  The  inspector  should  make 
his  visits  Once' in  a  week,  or  at  most  in  a 
fortnight,  changing  his  days.  He  should 
take  with  him  a  memorandum  of  all  the 
rules,  and  enquire  into  the  observance  or 
neglect  of  them.  He  shotild  (as  is  done 
in  some  of  oUr  hospitals)  look  into  every 
room,  to  see  if  it  be  clean,  &c.  He  shotild 
speak  with  every  prisoner,  hear  all  com- 
plaints, and  immediately  correct  what  he 
finds  manifestly  wrong;  what  he  doubts 
of  he  may  refer  to  his  brethren  in  oiBce, 
at  their  next  meeting.  A  good  gaoler 
will  be  pleased  with  this  Scrutiny;  it  will 
do  him  honour  and  confirm  him  in  his  sta- 
tion. To  a  less  worthy  gaoler  the  exami- 
nation is  more  needful,  in  order  to  his 
being  reprimanded,  and,  if  he  be  incorrigi- 
ble, to  his  being  discharged/' 

Criminals  aj^prebended  in  the  western 
district  of  London  are  committed  to  the 
Giltspnr-street  Compter  for  trial,  and  those 
from  the  eastern  district  to  the  Poultry 
Compter.  Debtors  arrested  in  the  two 
districU  are  alternately  put  into  the  cus- 
tody of  the  gaolers  of  these  two  compters; 
and  all  from  amongst  them  who  are  free- 
men or  widows  of  freemen  of  London, 
may,  at  their  own  choice,  be  removed  to  a 
third  prison,  called  the  Ludgate  Compter. 
Since  ISCH,  when  the  old  Poultry 
Compter  appeared  to  be  too  much  out  of 
repair  to  be  any  longer  used  as  a  prison, 
the  debtors  and  felons  of  both  districts 
have  been  kept,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  period  when  their  numbers  were  too 
great,  in  the  €iltspur*stf  eet  Compter,  and 


the  night  charges  only  taken  to  the  old 
Poultry.  These  three  Compters  are  now 
under  one  roof,  and  are  kept  by  two 
gaolers.  The  Giltspur-etreet  and  Ludgate 
prisoners  are  under  Mr.  Teague,  and  the 
Poultry  prisoners  nnder  Mr.  Kirby.  Lud- 
gate is  divided  from  the  rest  of  the  build- 
ing, and  has  a  separate  entrance ;  but  the 
Giltspur-street  and  Poultry  prisoners  are 
in  many  instances  mingled  together.  The 
two  classes  of  male  debtors  sleep  in  sepa- 
rate wards,  but  have  one  common  yard  ; 
the  female  debtors  live  entirely  together, 
so  do  the  female  criminals  and  the  Mas- 
ter's Side  criminals ;  but  on  the  Common 
Side  they  are  separated,  according  to  tho 
district  from  which  they  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  even  where  they  are  mixed, 
one  of  the  gaolers  has  no  authority  over 
the  prisoners  of  the  other ;  all  which 
forms  a  very  uselessly  complicltted  arrange- 
ment,* The  prison  is  calculated  conye- 
niently  to  contain  89  debtors  and  bQ  cri- 
minals; and  at  tbe  beginning  of  April  it 
held  Q9  debtors  and  55  criminals.  The 
proper  number  has  occasionally  been  ex- 
ceeded, but  never  in  a  degree  to  be  com- 
pared with  Newgate;  and  the  prisoners 
here  are  in  general  much  better  provided 
for  than  in  that  prison.  To  each  class  of 
debtors  a  day-room  is  supplied,  in  which 
no  one  sleeps  ;  the  bed*>room  is  furnished 
with  bedsteads ;  and  to  each  prisoner  is 
given  two  rugs,  and  a  canvass  ticking  filled 
with  straw,  which  is  changed  whenever  it 
is  requisite. 

The  allowance  is  ten  ounces  of  brfead  a 
day,  given  on  every  alternate  day,  and 
six  pound  of  potatoes  weekly  for  each 
prisoner ;  in  addition  to  which  the  sbertfis 
give  seven  stone  of  meat,  distributed  on 
every  Saturday,  amongst  the  whole  num- 
ber of  each  class.  Mops  and  brooms,  bat 
no  coals  and  candles,  are  allowed  by  the 
city ;  the  coals'  are  bought  from  garnish 
and  subscriptions,  and  the  produce  of  tbe 
charities,  which  amount,  in  the  Poultry,  to 
76/.  aikl  in  Giltspur-street,  to  52/.  a  year ; 
besides  which  they  have  occasional  dona- 
tions of  coals  and  provisions  from  tbe  Lord 
Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  others;  Tbe  alloyr- 
ance  of  bread  is  very  properly  withheld 
from  such  as  are  not  cleanly  in  tbeir  per- 
sons, and  that  of  meat  from  those  who  do 
not  attend  divine  service;  exceptions 
being  made  in  fiivoor  of  Catholics  and 
Jews.  These  and  other  rules  were  ap- 
proved of  by  tb^ee  aldermen  and  three  of 
tbe  judges,  and  are  unexceptionable. 

The  Criminal  Side  is  divided  into  celk 
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of  aboat  ^ight  feet  square,  contaiDiog 
generally  two  and  occasionally  three,  and 
aometimes  even  foar  prisoners ;  and  their 
division  into  small  numbers,  contributes 
much  to  the  good  order  of  the  prison. 
The  criminals  are  allowed  JO  oiinces  of 
bcead  daily  and  six  pounds  of  potatoes, 
but  no  meat ;  an  allowance  which  is  cer- 
tainly rery  insufficient.  To  every  cell  a 
canvass  tick  is  given,  and  two  rugs  to  each 
prisoner,  and  each  yard  is  well  supplied 
with  water;  but  that  for  the  Giltspur- 
street  men  criminals  is  much  too  con* 
tracted,  and  the  day^rooms  are  generally 
very  small  and  inconvenient.  That  which 
is  most  objectionable  in  the  prison,  is  the 
want  of  proper  classification.  Your  Com- 
initte^  found  in  it,  with  much  regret,  two 
men  committed  for  not  being  able  to  give 
security  in"  a  charge  of  bastardy,  and  one 
for  a  common  assault  and  unable  to  find 
bail,  confined  in  the  same  yard  with  men 
charged  with  felony ;  and  obliged  every 
night  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  with  two  of 
these  their  fellow-prisoners.  A  persoh  so 
committed  for  bastardy,  approaches  much 
nearer  to  a  debtor  than  to  a  felon ;  his 
person  is  kept  as  a  security  to  the  parish 
ibr  a  debt  due  tq  it ;  and  it  is  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  to  subject  him 
to  the  sh^me  and  contagion  of  such  igno- 
minious society. 

Similar  remarks  will  apply  to  the  case 
of  a  person  committed  to  prison,  on  a 
charge  so  little  connected  with  disgrace 
as  that  for  a  common  assault.  The  person 
whom  your  Committee  found  so  impri- 
soned, bad  been  sent  to  gaol  after  the 
January  sessions ;  the  bill  against  him 
was  found  at  the  February  sessions ;  and 
though  he  was  anxioos  at  that  time  to  take 
his  trial,  it  was  postponed  to  the  sessions 
following:  for  it  is  the  practice  in  the 
city  of  London  not  to  try  a  misdemeanor  at 
the  sessions  in  which  the  bill  is  found. 
This  practice  may  be  productive  of  much 
hardship;  and  your  Committee  strongly 
recommend  that  it  be  altered,  at  least  as 
far  as  regards  prisoners  not  able  to  find 
bail,  and  giving  notice  to  their  prosecu- 
tors, of  their  wish  to  proceed  to  trial.  It 
would  too  be  greatly  advantageous  if,  in- 
stead of  dividing  the  yards  by  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  city  of  London,  the  distinction 
were  drawn  between  felonies  and  inferior 
offencee.  Though  intoxication  is  pro- 
hibited, the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  pur^ 
chase  what  wine  and  beer  they  please. 
Beer  and  tobacco  are  sold  by  the  turnkeys, 
who  ict  as  agenta  for  the  publicans,  and 


receive  a  remuneration  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  which  they  sell.  This  prac-  . 
tice;  which  has  no  place  in  Newgate, 
ought,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
to  be  discontinued  here.  No  servant  of 
the  prison  should  profit  by  that  which 
may  promote  disorder  amongst  the  pri- 
soners. 

A  fee  of  ]4f.  %d,  is  paid  for  admission 
to  the  Master's  Side,  and  35.  6(i.  a  week  for 
a  bed.  Other  fees  are  also  payable  her^ 
on  discharges,  which  are  liable  to  all  the 
objections  already  urged  against  fees  in 
general :  but  one  amongst  them  is  more 
than  usually  objectionable;  it  is  the  fee 
of  55.  6(/.  payable  by  night  charges,  when 
discharged  before  a  magistrate.  A  per*, 
son  is  taken  up  at  night  on  suspicion,  he 
passes  the  night  in  a  gaol,  the  suspicion  is 
m  the  morning  proved  to  be-  grouixiless, 
and  he  is  called  upon  to  pay  for  his  libera- 
tion. All  fees  on  acquittal,  are  abolished 
byvact  of  parliament;  surely  in  caKes 
where  no  ground  even  exists  for  proceed- 
ing to  trial,  none  ought  to  be  exacted. 
The  keepers  of  these  compters  are  paid 
annually  each  2»0/.  (Mr.  Teague  receiv- 
ing 200/.  additional  as  keeper  of  Ludgate,) 
besides  receiving,  as  in  Newgate,  the  fees 
and  rents,  out  of  which  they  pay  thefr 
servants.  A  fixed  salary  would  here  also 
be  preferable.  They  both  appeared  to  be 
attentive  to  their  duties.  Your  Committee, 
on  visiting  the  prison,  found  no  appear- 
ance of  ill  heahh  ;  and  the  infirmary 
seemed  furnished  with  every  thing  that 
could  be  necessary ;  but  as  the  surgeon 
had  been  very  newly  appointed,  they  did 
not  examine  him.  The  chapel  is'  de- 
scribed as  being  extremely  well  attended, 
part  of  the  allowance  being  withheld  fh)m 
such  as  neglect  that  duty.  A  clerk  is  ap- 
pointed, and  paid  by  the  city;  and  the 
service  is  performed  by  Mr.  Davies,  who 
has  been  thirty-four  years  chaplain'to  the 
prison.  When  younger,  and  in  good 
health,  he  found  himself  of  much  use  in 
frequently  visiting  the  prisoners  on  week 
days,  and  in  conversing  with  and  advising 
them  in  private ;  hot  be  is  now  seventy - 
two  years  of  age,  and  afflicted  with  an 
asthma,  which  compels  him  generally  to 
reside  in  the  country,  and  he  is  only  able 
to  perform  the  Sunday's  duty ;  and  your 
Committee  hope  that  the  city  will,  from  his 
age  and  service,  consider  him  entitled  to 
such  a  pension  as  may  enable  him  to  leave 
his  office  to  be  filled  by  a  more  active 
successor. 

Ludgate  is  a  prison  only' for  debtors  who 
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are  fr«eoMiii  or  wido^  of  froemea  of  Loo- 
doo;  their  nunber  is  now  20,  aod  lits 
.  been  44,  and  the  aocommodationR  are  suffi- 
cient for  24.  The  allowance  it  better  than 
in  the  Giitapur-street  Compter,  ten  stone 
of  meat  being  given  amongst  the  whole 
number,  besides  the  .same  tjuahtity  of 
bread  and  potatoes ;  and  they  are  much 
assisted  by  a  fund  of  charities  amounting 
to  87(.  6«.  9i.  a  year,  besides  legacies 
given  in  bread,  coals  and  meat.  The  only 
objef:tion  to  this  Compter  has  been  the 
want  of  room,  from  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  prisoners  will,  in  the  new  prison,  be 
relieved*  The  chaplain.  Dr.  Rose,  ap- 
pears to  be  most  attentive  to  his  duty,  and 
astidnoos  in  paying  visits  to  the  prisoners, 
tlmugh  he  complains  much  of  the  want  of 
a  private  room,  in  which  he  may  converse 
with  them.  The  rules  and  orders  are  excel  • 
lent  When  the  new  building  is  completed, 
these  Compters  will,  with  little  alterations, 
lie  amply  sufficient  for  proper  classiSca- 
ftion  and  all  the  other  purposes  for  wliicb 
they  are  intended.  They  will  be  used  as 
a  House  of  Correction  for  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  for  night  charges,  and  for  re- 
ceiving criminals  previously  to  their  trial. 
The  Borough  Compter  is  under  the  ori- 
ginal jurisdiction  of  the  lord  mayor  of 
London,  aldermen,  and  common  council, 
who  in  their  deputation  to  sir  Watkin 
liewes,  of  the  office  of  bailiflTof  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  have  granted  to  him  this 
gaol  or  prison  with  the  custody  of  the  pri- 
soners therein ;  and  under  his  appointment 
John  Law  has,  for  the  last  five  years,  been 
the  acting  gaoler*  It  is  a  small  prison,  in ' 
part  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  night 
ohargesy  vrbich  are  occasionally,  though 
aeldom,  committed  to  it,  and  for  whom 
the  accommodation  is  amply  sufficient.  A 
fee  of  2i.  is  exacted .  on  their  discharge ; 
although  it  is  stated  in  sir  Watkin  Lewes's 
appointment,  that  he  **  shall  not,  nor  will, 
during  his  continuance  in  the  said  office  or 
place,  either  take  himself,  or  permit  or 
allow  his  gaoler  to  take,  have,  or  receive 
any  fees  or  gratuities  whatsoever,  for  the 
admission,  detainer  or  discharge  of  any 
prisoners  who  are  or  shall  be  committed 
to  the  said  ]gaol  on  a  charge  of  felony,  mis- 
demeanor, or  breach  of  the  peace.'' 

The  remainder  of  the  prison  is  used  for 
the  confinement  of  debtors,  arrested  by 
process  from  the  Borough  Court  and  Court 
of  Requests,  but  of  whom  far  tlie  greater 
proportion  are  of  the  latter  description. 
The  tptal  number  during  the  last  three 
ytarshasb^eA; 
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Aad  the  average  number  at  anyone  time  is 
fi'om  20  to  25 ;  but  on  the  4th  of  April  they 
were  only  12,  having  with  them  about  20 
children.  Tlie  debtors  from  the  Borough 
Court  are  liable  on  discharge  to  tbe  pay* 
ment  of  a  fee  of  10s.  10^.;  those  from  the 
Court  of  Requests  are  by  law  exonerated 
from  all  fees,  if  they  remain  in  prisoa 
during  the  whole  term  of  their  imprison* 
ment ;  but  if  the  debtor  compound  or  pay 
his  debt  before  that  period,  he  is  liable  to  a 
caption  fee  of  5s.  or  more,  in  proportion  to 
the, amount  or  number  of  his  debts ;  and 
your  Committee,  on  visiting  this  prison, 
found  two  prisoners  who  were  remaiii^ing 
in  confinement  solely  from  their  inability 
to  pay  this  fee. 

The  term  of  imprisonment  is  limited  ia 
the  following  manner  :  viz.    ' 
For  al  I  sums  under  and  up  to  20<.    20  days. 
Above  20ff.  and  not  exceeding  40i.  40  d*« 
Above  40«.  and  notexceeding  3/.   60  d^ 
Above  3/.  and  not  exceeding  51.    100  d*. 

But  for  every  separate  debt  a  further 
term  of  imprisonment  is  imposed  in  propor- 
tion to  iu  amount ;  and  the  costs  for  the 
very  lowest  action  are  Q#.  Debtors  are 
sometimes  her^  for  a  debt  of  Is. ;  and 
it  need  not  be  added,  that  they  are 
generally  of  the  very  poorest  descriptioa. 
The  building,  if  in  ffood  repair,  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  lodge  many  more  than 
are  usually  confined  in  it ;  but  tbe  coart- 
yard  is  only  19  feet  square,  and  aflbrding 
but  little  room  for  air  and  exercise.  The 
gaoler  has  no  salary ;  but  in  lieu  of  one,  sir 
Watkin  Lewes  has  given  him  an  office  in 
the  Court  of  Requests,  which  occupies 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  time,  at  some  dt8«> 
tance  from  the  prison,  and  must  prevent 
him  from  properly  attending  to  his  duties 
as  keeper.  Besides  which,  this  office  is 
similar  to  that  of  a  sheriff's  officer,  which 
is  one  of  those  pointed  oat  by  Mr.  Howard 
as  incompatible  with  that  of  gaoler^  It  is 
his  duty  to  carry  into  e&ct  arrests  and 
executions;  and  as  the  prisoners  are  at 
once  taken  to  his  own  gaol,  he  basposraif 
liable  to  much  abuse.  He  has,  as  gaoler* 
tbe  advanuge  of  living  hi  tbe  honso  reaA- 
free,  and  has  received,  fi>r  tho  contvuasptioB 
of  his  fomily^  an  unlimited  aHowaMeaf 
bread,  which,  thou|h  the  claim  to  it  is  f«^ 
cogniaed  by  sir  Watkin  Leweiu  sotms 
MTor  tohafo  b«aAaiitbMmdby  iim^i 
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lund  ibe  bftker'a  acccnmtf  are  to  drawn  ap 
as  to  give  to  the  chargei  tboegh  sanctioned 
by  long  usage,  a  great  appearance  of 
fraud.  The  Uommittee  bate,  since  t^eir 
aitikig,  been  informed  that  this  allowance 
is  now  discontinoed.  This  prison,  as  nn- 
fortaaately  is  frequently  the  case  with 
small  prisons  in  privileged  Jurisdictions, 
bas  been  singularly  neglected,  and  the 
consequences  of  that  neglect  cannot  be 
better  described  than  by  the  petition  of 
Ihe  gaoler,  presented  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Court  of  Aldermen,  on  the  22d  of  last 
March.  By  that  petition,  and  it  is  proved 
by  evidence  before  your  Committee,  (hat 
the  statements  which  it  contains  are  well 
Ibonded,  it  appears,  that  the  windows  were 
much  broken,  the  flooring  in  one  of  the 
wards  destroyed,  and  the  other  wards  much 
damaged  and  decayed ;  that  there  were 
not  more  than  twelve  rugs,  and  a  less 
number  of  blankets,  to  frequently  thirty 
persons  sleeping  on  the  boaVds;  that  the 
daily  allowance  was  only  a  twopenny 
loaf;  that  no, coals  were  allowed,  nor 
mops,  pails  and  brooms;  and  that  the 
sick  had  no  medical  attendance.  In  ad* 
dition  to  which,  your  Committee  have  to 
lament,  that  no  divine  service  is  performed 
in  the  prison  ;  or  any  person  appointed  to 
do  that  duty.  Such  are  some  of  the  evils 
which  have  resulted  from  the  negligence 
of  those  whose  doty  it  was  to  inspect  and 
provide  for  this  prison  ;  a  negligence  the 
more  culpable,  as  ignorance  of  its  state 
cannot  be  pleaded  in  its  e^tcuse.  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes  has  been  for  20  years  the  bailiff 
of  the  Borough,  and  keeper  of  the  gaol ; 
though  of  this  last  fact  he  himself  appears 
not  to  have  been  aware.  He  bas  sometimes 
seen  the  distress  of  those  confined  in  it, 
and  has  had  many  representations  made  to 
him  of  their  distress,  and  has  even  occa* 
sionaliy  taken  preliminary  steps  for  ob« 
taining  relief ;  yet  it  does  not  appear  that 
application  was  .ever  made  by  him  to  the 
proper  committee.  About  two  years  ago, 
«poB  the  request  of  the  gaoler,  twelve  rugs 
and  twelve  blankets  were  sent  from  the 
city,  and  at  the  Sjsme  tiose  the  sheriff  sent 
two  chaldron  and  a  half  of  coals.  On  the 
1 8th  September  last,  without  the  know- 
ledge ef  the  gaoler,  a  petition  to  the  Lord 
Mavor  was  sentby  the  prisoners,  and  Mr. 
Ktrby  was  sent  to  make  enquiries ;  and 
vpoQ  commimication  with  him,  Mr.  Law 
determiBed  himtelf  to  present  another 
petitiMi.  He  drew  op  one  .for  that  purpose, 
and  gave  a  copy  of  it  to  sir  Watkin  Lewes, 
who  objected  to  ii  oa  the  groiJijQid  of  some 


informality,  and  it  was  noTer  preteaHed* 
But  on  the  224  of  March,  Mr.  Law  ac- 
tually did,  after  some  slight  altefrnttooa^ 
present  one ;  and  your  Committee  bave 
seen  with  pleasure,  that  tbe  best  atonement 
bas  since  that  time  been  made  for  pasT 
negligence.  Orders  were  iasmediately 
given  for  the  repair  of  tbe  building.  Mr* 
Law,  on  the  5th  April,  was  authoriaed  to 
give  to  every  prisoner  in  his  custody,  14 
ounces  of  bread  dailyi  and  two  pounds  of 
meat  weekly,  and  to  provide  for  tbe  use  of 
the  prisoners  a  bushel  of  coals  daily.  A  mr« 
geon  bas  been  appointed  ;  and  yourConv 
mittee,  upon  visiting  the  prison,  found  that 
canvass  ticks  with  straw  and  rugs  bad  been 
^ven,  and  that  workmen  were  employed 
in  repairing  every  part  of  the  prison.  In 
addition  to  which,  they  recommended  tbe 
appointment  of  a  clergyman,  the  adoption 
of  rules  similar  to  those  of  the  .Ludgate 
Compter,  the  abolition  of  the  small  earnisk 
of2i.  Od.  which  is  very  improperly  paid 
to  Mr.  Law  ;  and  some  other  mode  of  re« 
raanerating  the  gaoler,  than  one  so  im« 
proper  in  other  respects,  and  which  com- 
pels him  so  much  to  neglect  his  gaol.  A 
material  improvement  might  too,  with 
little  difficulty,  be  made  in  the  distributioa 
of  the  building :  the  ward  for  the  female 
debtors  has  a  free  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  prison,  and  but  one  court  yard 
is  given  to  both  men  and  women  ;  which 
arrangement  is  productive  of  many  in- 
con  veniencies.  Bot  if  the  present  door  to 
the  women's  ward  were  closed,  and  meant 
of  access  made  to  a  small  yard,  meant  for 
the  use  of  felons,  but  never  occupied  by 
any,  these  inconveniencies  would  at  once 
be  removed.  It  appears  also  desirable, 
that  the  commissioners  of  the  Court  of  Con- 
science in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  who 
have,  under  the  local  Act  giving  them 
that  power,  selected  this  prison  as  that  to 
which  they  commit  their  prisoners,  should 
themselves  occasionally  inspect  it. 

The  plans  for  the  new  prison  have  been 
shewn  to  your  Committee;  but  the 
building  is  now  in  a  state  of  so  much  for- 
wardness, that  they  feel  that  any  improve* 
ment  now  suggested  could  with  difficulty 
be  adopted.  It  is  meant  to  contain  544 
prisoners ;  and  the  outer  vraU  incloses  a 
space  of  ground  less  in  extent  than  one 
acre :  part,  too,  of  this  space,  will  be  but 
little  beneficial  to  the  prisoners,  it  being 
left  as  an  interval  between  the  outer  wall 
and  the  prison.  It  is  much  to  be  wished 
that  more  ground  could  be  acquired ;  but 
difficulties  have  arisen,  from  an  agreem^ 
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made  with  the  neighbouring  inhabitants, 
that  no  part  of  the  prison  shall  front  Red- 
cross-street ;  bat  hopes  are  entertained 
that  space  may  be  obtained  in  another  di- 
rection. The  building  is  not  fire-proof» 
and  is  otherwise  faulty,  in  having  the 
gaoler^s  house  placed  at  one  estremity, 
from  which  the  access  to  some  parts  of  the 
prison  is  distant  and  inconvenient.  The 
rooms,  too,  are  many  of  them  too  large  ; 
a  greater  number  of  small  rooms  would 
tend  not  only  to  the  comfort,  but  to  the 
order  also  of  those  confined  in  them. 
Your  Committee  object,  too,  to  the  various 
subdivisions  which  are  thought  necessary. 
The  separation,  perhaps,  of  the  freemen  of 
London  might  be  properly  continued ; 
but  no  reason  exists  for  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  Giltspur-street  ^od  Poultry 
debtors.  It  formerly  depended  upon 
choice,  and  now  only  on  the  alternate  ar- 
rests ;  and  it  materially  straitens  the  space, 
Already  too  narrow  for  air  and  exercise. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Tuesday,  May  10. 
Civil  Liberty.]  Earl  Sianhope  said, 
there  -were  two  Bills  on  their  lordships' 
table  which  he  had  introduced ;  and 
as  there  were  peers  present  who  did 
not  hear  him  when  he  described  their  na- 
ture and  tendency,  he  should  now  just 
state,  that  one  of  these  Bills  was  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  the  better  protection  of  poor 
debtors ;"  and  the  object  oC  it  was  to  pre- 
vent attornies,  who  proceeded  to  recover 
small  sums,  and  who  run  up  the  costs,  from 
imprisoning  the  person  on  account  of  the 
swelled  costs.  The  other,-  was  "  An  Apt 
to  prevent  arrest  under  mesne  process," 
which  was  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,  by 
which  a  man  could  not  be  imprisoned,  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law  of 
the  land ;  whereas,  by  the  present  law  of 
arrest,  any  man  might  be  imprisoned  by 
the  oath  of  an  Atheistical  rascal.—- He  now 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  move  the  se- 
cond reading  of  these  two  Bills  to-morrow 
se'nnight;  for  which  day  he  moved  that 
the  Lords  be  summoned.— Ordered. 

Prince  Regent's  Message  respecting 
THE  DuKs  OF  Wellington.]  The  Earl 
of  Liverpool  presented  a  Message  firom  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent ;  for  a 
copy  of  which,  see  this  day's  proceedings 
of  the  Commons. 

The  Message  having  been  as  usual  read 
again  by  the  clerk. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  it 
be  taken  into  consideration  n  to-morre«r/ 
and  that  the  Lords  be  summoned.— -Or- 
dered.— Royal  messages  were  also  deli- 
vered by  the  noble  earl  in  the  cases  of 
locds  Lynedock,  Hill,  and  Beresford ; 
which  were,  with  the  foregoing^,  seve«* 
rally  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideratioa 
to-morrow. 

Earl  Grey's  Motion  for  an  Ad- 
dress TO  the  Prince  Regent  respect* 
iNG  THE  Blockade  of  Norway.]  Earl 
Grey  rose,  and  spoke  nearly  as  follows  :— 

In  times  like  these,  my  lords,  marked 
by  so  many  extraordinary  transactions, 
fraught  with  so  many  vicissitudes,  and  re- 
plete with  so  many  dangers,  whose  auspi- 
cious termination  is,  I  trust,  about  to  re- 
establish the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  even 
in  this  eventful  period,  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  bring  before  your  lordships  a 
question  of  greater  importance,  one  more 
intimately  connected  with  all  those  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  honour  which  esta- 
blish the  security  of  nations,  than  that  to 
which  I  now  mean  to  solicit  your  lordships' 
attention.  Every  maxim  of  good  policy 
"'^ytry  maxim  of  political  and  moral  jus- 
tice, all  those  feelings  which  are  imprinted 
on  the  hearts  of  men  by  the  unerring 
hand  of  divine  truth,  before  they  are  trans* 
ferred  into  our  public  codes  of  legislation, 
all  these  must  be  deliberately  considered 
by  your  lordships  this  night,  ere  yon  de- 
cide upon  the  fete  of  Norway,  ere  yon  de* 
termine  her  rights  as  a  nation,  ere  you  dis« 
pose  of  the*  destiny,  perhaps  the  existence, 
of  her  people.  And  what  people  is  i^ 
whose  fate  you  are  thus  to  decide? — A 
people  who  have  never  done  yon  any 
wrong,  who  have  never  injured  any  of 
your  interests;  a  people  who  are  known 
to  yon  only  by  their  virtuous  character, 
by  their  meritorious  services,  by  their  in- 
terchange of  good  offices,  by  their  exten- 
sion of  your  commercial  relations,  and  by 
their  constant  and  unremitting  discharge 
of  all  those  duties  which  constitute  the 
moral  greatness  and  happiness  of  a  nation* 
—I  will  not  do  your  lordships  the  injustice 
to  suppose  that  it  is  necessary  to  bespeak 
your  patient  and  impartial  attention  to 
this  subject,  still  less  to  suspect  that  you 
can  be  disinclined  to  the  consideration  of 
it  at  all.  I  shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  lay 
before  you  those  views  of  it  which  I  enter- 
tain, and  which,  if  adopted  by  your  lord- 
ships in  your  decision  this  nighty  may  he 
sufficient  ground  to  iodnee  you  to  control 
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the  execotire  gOTernment  in  what  may 
appear  contrary  to  sound  policy,  contrary 
to  -that  which  is  essentially  characteristic 
of  all  sound  policy,  justice,  or  which  is  in- 
compatible with  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  British  crown.  There  is  one  thing, 
boweTor,  which  I  wish  to  premise.  It 
cannot  be  necessary  to  recal  your  lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  treaty  that  was 
signed  with  Sweden  last  year,  which  was 
laid  before  your  lordships,  and  which  your 
lordships  sanctioned,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  which  was  made  to  it  by  myself 
and  some  of  my  friends.  It  may  be  pre- 
judice, it  may  be  obstinacy,  or  it  may  be 
ignorance  in  me;  but  the  opinion  I  then 
expressed  I  still  retain  in  its  fullest  extent ; 
I  still  think  that  British  policy  never  sus* 
tained  a  deeper  shock,  the  British  charac- 
ter never  received  a  deeper  stain  than  in 
that  transaction.  I  do  not  wish  that  you 
should  retrace  your  steps,  or  recal  a  sanc- 
tion, which,  perhaps,  it  is  no  longer  in^ 
your  power  to  withhold— -neither  do  I 
wish  you  to  recommend  any  evasion  of 
stipulations,  or  to  escape  any  conditions, 
to  the  performance  of  which  the  good 

.  faith  and  honour  of  the  country  are 
pledged,  however  much  it  might  be  wished 
that  such  obligations  had  never  been  con- 
tracted. I  know  how  weak  my  influence 
is  in  this  House,  and  that  whatever  I  may 
possess,  little  as  it  is,  depends  upon  the 
credit,  I  trust,  I  have  in  it  for  sincerity  and 
candour;  but  I  will  say,  that  there  is  no 
inducement  on  earth  would  urge  me  to 
persuade  you  to  recede  from  objects  which 
are  stipulated  and  secured  by  the  solemn 
guarantee  of  treaties.  I  am  incapable  of 
pleading  for  such  a  cause  by  any  trick  of 
argument,  or  any  subtleties  of  distinction ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  under  a  fair 
construction  of  the  Swedish  Treaty,  we 
have  contracted  an  engagement  of  assisting 
by  the  co-operation  of  force  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Norway  ;  if  that  can  be  shewn ;  if 
it  can  be  shewn  that  the  conditions  agreed 
to,  require  us  now  to  act,  and  that  the  mea* 
sores  taken  to  blockade  Norway  can  be 
justified  by  honour  and  justice ;  then,  my 
lords,  I  call  upon  you  to  reject  the  motion 
I  propose  to  submit  to  you.    But,  on  the 

.  contrary,  if  it  shall  appear  that  you  have 
contracted  no  such  engagement,  that  while 
your  good  faith  remains,  free  and  un* 
touched,  the  measufes  you  are  pursuing 
are  in  direct  violation  of  national  honour, 
of  A:ial  rights,  and  of  political  jostice; 
¥rhy  then,  I  hope  I  shall  not  plead  in  vaid 
at  a  momeht  like  the  present,  when  all 
(V0L.3UtVII.)     , 


these  principles  are  acknowledged  and  re^ 
spected  in  the  great  questions  that  are  now 
under  discussion,  as  aiTecting  the  whole  of 
Europe.  : 

The  subjects  which  naturally  present 
themselves  for  your  lordships'  considera- 
tion are. 

First,  Whether  under  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  Treaty  with  Sweden  such  obJi-' 
gations  can  be  urged  as  must  be  contended 
for  to  justify  the  measures  that  are  now 
pursuing ;  " 

Secondly,    Whether     the     oblifi^atfons 
themselves  are  such  as  can  be  vindicated, 
according  to  the  established  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  and  the  political  rights  . 
of  mankind ;     . 

Thirdly,  Whether  the  king  of  Sweden, 
by  the  feiithful  performance  of  his  part  of 
the  contract,  was  entitled  to  call  upon  ua 
for  the  full  discharge  .of  onr  part  of.it; 
and. 

Lastly,  Whether  the  maxims  of  sound 
policy  could  justify  such  measures  as  are 
now  pursuing  with  regard  to  Norway. 

The  first  of  these  is  a  question  of  c<mi- 
struction  merely,  and  here  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  refer  to  the  Treaty  of  last  year, 
to  carry  back  our  recollections  to  the 
period  when  it  was  framed,,  to  the  objects 
contemplated  at  the  time,  and  to  the  ex* 
planations  given  of  it  by  the  framera 
themselves;  that  is,  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters. It  will  be  unnecessary  to  recal  to 
your  lordships  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  Treaty  was  entered  into.  The 
invasion  of  Russia  had  taken  place :  an  in« 
vasion  which  characterised,  more  4ban  any 
other  event  I  can  remember,  that  system 
of  violence  and  injustice  pursued  by  the 
late  government  of  France,  and  which  baa 
recently  been  so  nobly  revenged  in  the 
way  that  led  to  the  present  auspicious  situa- 
tion of  public  affairs  in  Europe,  We  aq- 
ceded  to  the  terms  of  a  Treaty  concluded 
between  Russia  and  Sweden,  by  which  wa' 
agreed,  provided  Sweden  performed  cer- 
tain conditions,  not  to  oppose  the  annexa- 
tion of  Norway  to  Sweden,  but  to  use  our 
good  offices  in  obtaining  that  anae^tMD, 
and  even  to  employ  force  for  the  purpose, 
if  necessary.  Upon  what  conditions^ 
however,  did  the  emplojrment  of  force  de- 
pend ?  Force  was  not  to  be  employed  unleM 
the  king  of  Denmark  refused  to  join  tha 
northern  alliance.  If,  therefore,  by  the 
co-operation  of,  force  we  made  the  king  of 
Denmark  join  the  allied  powers,  then  we 
accomplished  all  that  we  undertook,  and 
every  stipulation  was  thm  folfiUed*    Tbity 
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•ad  this  ikme,  was  whal  we  speci&ctlly 
undertook.    As  to  what  aiglit  be  the  f  ob- 
•equent  coodiiion  of  the  people  of  Nor- 
way, it  formed  no  part  of  our  engage- 
nent^ ;   we  did  not  guarantee  the  peace- 
able potseMron  of  the  country  by  Sweden. 
I  witn  your  tordfthipt'  attention  to  be  par- 
ticularly fixed  upon  this ;  because,  in  die 
IVeaty  between  Sweden  and  Russia,  the 
possession  is  guaranteed,  vrhWfi  it  is  ex- 
oepted  and  excluded  in  our  Treaty  with 
Sweden.    It  cannot,  therefore,   be  con- 
tended, that  we  are  bound  to  any  such 
guarantee ;   and  with  regard  to  the  mere 
construction  of  the  Treaty,  the  case  is  clear 
and  distinct.    But  I  should  be  sorry  to 
stop  here :   I  should  be  sorry  to  rest  upon 
any  judgment  of  my  own,  when  so  moch 
higher  anihoricieff  are  withm  my  reach, 
cud  which  amply  support  my  construe- 
,  lion. '  I  bave,  I  say,  the  authority  of  the 
framers  of  the  Treaty  themselves :  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  are  my  authoFities*    And 
iMre  I  beg  leave,  tn  the  first  place,  to  re- 
fer to  a  ^per  which,  for  reasons  that  I  am 
nnacquamted  with,  has  not  yet  found  its 
way  to  the  public  eye,  in  the  usual  course 
of  such  documents.     In  the  Treaty  signed 
with  Denmark  on  the  l44h  of  last  January, 
I  find,  in  the  tenth  article,  the  following 
declaration  :«^<'  Whereas  bis  Danish  ma- 
jesty, ia  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  this 
day  concluded  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
has  to  his  said  majesty  ceded  Norway  for 
•  certain  provided  indemnity ;    his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  who  thus  has  seen  his  en- 
gagements contracted  with  Sweden  in  this 
nspect  fulfilled,  promises,  &c.''    Here  la 
an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  those 
who  firamed  the  Treaty,  that  the  cession  of 
Nerway  by  Denmark  (I  shall  say  a  word 
or  two  presently  upon  its  Talidity  and 
execution)  was  a  coinplete  fulfilment  on 
our  part  of  the  conditions  which  we  had 
.atipulated.    But  the  ouestion  does  not  even 
Mst  here.    I  have  referred  your  lordships 
to  what  paMed  last  year,  when  the  terms 
of  the  Swedish  Treaity  were  -discussed.    It 
Will  be  reiQembered  tha^  questions  arose, 
aAd  d#ubtf  were  stated  by  myself  and 
athers,  as  to  the  extent  of  our  engage- 
aiems  with  regard  to  ensuring  the  peace- 
able possdssibn  of  Norway  and  Guada- 
)dup«;    and  it  was  answered,   that  no 
jguarantee  of  their  peaceable  possession 
wai  either  expressed  or  implied.    In  ano- 
ther place,  nay  lerdf^  I  Jutve  ako,  in  sop- 
port  ef  diy  ar|am€lBt,  the  aothori^  of  thai 
particular   nunisler    (lord    CaaUereagb) 
wiMe  paciAir  doty  il  ia  In  iMtcb  over 


our  foreign  relations,  and  whose  autfaoritjr» 
if  th^e  can  be  any  difference  #f  weif^ 
between  the  authority  of  one  minister  and 
another,  is  most  ehlBded  to  prevail.    He, 
in  reply  to  some  questions  that  were  aslud^ 
expressed  his  surprise  in  the  first  place, 
that  any  one  could  be  so  unacquainted 
with  the  nature  of  pubtic  treaties,  as  to 
imagine  that  any  guarantee  conkl  be  con- 
tracted which  was  not  expressed  f  and  in 
the  second,  declared,  that  no  guarantee 
was  contracted  with  Sweden  for  the  peace- 
able possession  of  Norway.    Why,  then, 
if  this  be  correct,  and  &om  the  manner  of 
the  noble  lord  opposite  he  seeosa  to  asseu 
toll,  I  cail  upon  you,  my  lords,  to  declare 
whether  the  cession  of  Norway  to  Sweden 
was  not  the  only  object  in  view,  and  net 
the  securing  its  peaceable  possessiob.    I 
do  say,  therefore,  that  I  think  a  .plainer 
case  upon  the  construction  of  a  treaty 
never  existed,  and  that  we  are  fettered  by 
nor  such  obliffation  as  that  by  which  the 
blockade  of  Norway  is  now  defended.-* 
The  employment  of  force,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shewn,  was  nmde  to  depend  upoa 
the   performance  or  non-peribrrndtnce  o£ 
certain  things  by  Denmark ;  and  even  if 
force  were  resorted  to,  it  was  to  be  mml 
with  every  possible  regard  to  the  comfort 
and  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  ef  Norway ! 
—At  what  a  moment,  too,  are  we  now 
called  upon  to  co-operate  with  Sweden  in 
forcing  the  Norwegians  to  subnns9«m  } 
After  Denmark  has  acceded  to  the  northern 
alliance ;  when  her  troops  have  naarched 
in  support  6f  the  common  cause ;  and  when 
she  has  not  only  ceded  Norway,  as  far  as 
she  could  cede  it,  but  has  fulfiil«l  that 
condition  upon  the  refusal  of  which  the 
o>-operation  of  force  was  distinctly  aaade 
to  depend.     Upon  the  question  of  con- 
struction, therefore,  if  it  rested  upon  that 
ground  mily,   I  think  a  .clearer  case  ia 
made  out  than  was  ever  submitted-  to  par- 
liament.   But  there  are  other  gronoda* 
When    there    is  any   thing  ambiguous, 
nothing  is  more  obvious,  than  that  where 
two  meanings  are  contended  for,  the  one 
lawful  and  the  other  not,  we  are  bonnd  in 
any  case,  and  especially  in  a  doubtful 
case,  to  do  that  which  is  lawfiiL     BnC 
when  we  come  to  consider,  a  question  of 
right,  and  whether  this  is  an  obli^tion 
which  we  did  or  can  contract,  I  mamteHi 
that  it  is  fundamentally  void,  aa  contrary 
to  the  moat  acknowledged  principlea  of 
law  and  Jastioe.    I  sp^  in  tbolieAing 
of  \9Lwym»0  who  are  not  nnuted  ,to  aubtle* 
tiM  of  distinclinn,  ner  to  tboao  erasiona 
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wfaich  they  to  often  dafesi;  md  I  ask 
them,  whether  any  iodividiia^  seeking  the 
fulfilment  of  a  contract  depending  qpon 
an  onlawfal  obligation,  would  be  listened 
ao  tn  a  eeuii  «f  jastice  ?  He  would  be  told, 
and  jnally  told,  that  his  loss  was  bis  own 
faok;  the  consequence  of  his  own  dis* 
honesty,  in  attensfting  to  erade  those 
noval  ties  which  are  bwding  up^  every 
nan  of  honour*  This  would  be  the  bin- 
ttuage  of  the  law,  with  regard  to  indivi- 
doals;  and,  my  lorda,  amongst  nationa» 
though  these  is  no  soch  superior  tribunal 
to  appeal  to,  yet  the  principles  are  the 
aaflse  in  the  one  4:aae  and  the  other,  whe- 
ther between  indiFidoaU  or  between  sbrtes. 
Ma  nwtler  to  what  degree  the  impunity  of 
power  may  silence  the  clatma  of  right,  its 
nature  cannot  be  altered ;  it  U  equally 
•acred,  equally  important,  and  is  equally 
to  be  recognised  in  every  attempt  to  pro- 
tect the  weak  against  the  strong.  Let  us 
examine  now,  what  are  the  rights  of  kings 
in  relation  to  their  subjects.  If  the  ques- 
tion stood  upon  that  single  foundation, 
the  common  advantages  aikl  the  common 
consent  of  the  people,  if  it  were  limited  by 
that  condition  which  imposes  the  mutual 
obligation  of  allegiance  and  protection, 
it  would  be  easily  decided.  The  rights  of 
the  sovereign  over  his  subjects  are  not  the 
4right8  of  property  ;  they  do  not  confer  the 
prK?ilege  of  transferring  them  from  one 
owner  to  another,  like  cattle  attached  to 
the  soil.  If  this  were  all  we  bad  to  con- 
sider, 1, 10  speaking  to  a  British  House  of 
Parliament,  speaking  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  at  an  era  like  the  present, 
should  only  need  to  state  the  principle, 
and  obtain  its  sanciion  by  universal  accla- 
mation* His  Majesty  sits  on  the  throne  in 
virtue  of  the  recognition  of  this  funda- 
mental principle ;  we  stand  here,  and  en- 
joy freedom  of  speech,  upon  iu  basis,  that 
a  prince  using  his  power  to  the  injury  of 
bis  people,  or,  in  the  words  of  oar  ances- 
tors, haviug  been  gaiHy  of  violating  the 
oriffioal  compact  l^tween  the  sovereign 
and  the  people,  forfeits  his  right  to  the 
crown.  If  James,  instead  of  invading  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject  iu  the 
way  he  did,  had  meditated  the  monetroos 
scheme  xd  transferring  the  people  of  this 
country  to  the  jurisdiction  and  possession 
of  a  foreign  power>  would  that  have  been 
considered  a  less-ortnae.against  the  general 
lights  df  mankind,  or  aless  infringement 
tipon  that  compact  by  whioh  kings  reign 
andaabjectsobny^ 
libs  Iring  q£  Danmark^   his  brdahip 


eontended,  had  no  right  to  alienate  jkha 
sovereignty  of  Norway  without  the  con^ 
•ent  of  the  people.  He  miigbt  withdraw 
himself  from  their  protection^  he  might 
absolve  them  from  thejr  allegiance  to  him, 
but  he  had  no  right  to  transfer  that  alle- 
giance to  any  other  state ;  it  became  then 
the  right  of  the  people  to  decide  to  whona 
their  allegiance  should  be  given*  Waa  it 
necessary  for  him  to  quote  authorities  in 
eopport  of  this  doctrine,  which  was  up* 
hekl  by  the  first  nrinciples  of  natural 
right  and  justice  ?  If,  however,  antboritiea 
in  support  of  so  plain  and  clear  a  principle 
were  to  be  considered  requisite,  the  best 
writers  upon  public  law  were.ttadoobtedly 
on  that  side.  His  lordship  here  read 
passases  from  Grotius,  Pufiendorfii  and 
VatteT,  all  clearly  maintaining  tbe.doc- 
trine,  that  the  sovereign  of  a  state  4:ould 
not  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the  people ; 
that  he  might,  in  case  of  necessity,  with- 
draw his  ffarrisons  from  their  towns,  and 
give  up  all  claim  to  their  obedience;  but 
that  it  then  rested  with  the  people  to  de- 
termine to  whom  they  would  submit.  It 
might,  perha[ps,  be  suggested  on  the  other 
side,  that  there  was  a  difference  between 
a  sovereignty  and  a  patrimony.  Nothings 
however,  coald  be  found  in  these  writers 
to  render  this  question  at  all  dear ;  and. 
the  notes  on  Grotius  shewed  its  absurdity, 
by  stating  the  reasoning  in  a  circle,  which 
was  alone  applied  to  it,  namely,  that  a  pa- 
trimony was  a  state  or  dependency  which 
might  be  transferred,  although  an  integral 
state  could  not.  Upon  this  point,  how«, 
ever,  there  could  be  no  donbt  with  regard 
to  Norwayr  that  the  king  of  Denmark 
was  the  sovereign,  and  not  the  proprietor, 
and  therefore  had  no  right  to  transfer  the 
allegiance  of  the  people*  Norway,  in 
the  earlier  period  of  its  history,  was,  like 
England,  divided  into  many,  petty  states, 
which  were  subsequently  all  united  under 
the  dominion  of  Harold  Harfage.  Much 
division  afterwards  arose  in  consequence 
of  the  claims  of  his  oumeKMis  family* 
They  were  at  length  united  .with  Benmark* 
under  Canute  the  Great.  Sabsequently 
Norway  belonged  sometimes  -to  Swedeii 
and  sometimes  to  Denmark,  with  intervale 
of  independence;  but  ultimately,  about 
the  year  1300,  was  united  to  the  latter  by 
the  marriage  of  the  king  of  Norway  to  the 
beiresa  of  Denmark.  It  was,  however, 
only  united  under  one  sovereignty,  the 
states  of.  Norway  being  an  independent 
legislature,  as  the  parlianient  of  Iceland 
was  before  the  Union  of  that  kingdom  to 
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Great?  Britain.  Norway  was^  therefore, 
an  integrally  independent  state.  Instances 
of  tFansfen  of  territory  were  noticed  in 
the  writers  whom  be  had  quoted,  such  as 
J^ancbe  domte  and  Lorrain,  and  fiefs  in 
•Germany ;  but  in  none  of  them  wis  there 
any  instance  given  of  the  transfer  of  an 
integrally  independent  state  without  the 
consent  of  the  people.  Cases  might  also 
be  mentioned  of  the  transfer  of  colonies 
and  dependencies,  such  as  Martinique  and 
Guadaloupe ;  but  none  of  these  had  any 
bearing  whatever  upon  the  question,  nor 
in  these  instances  had  any  opposition  been 
made  by  the  people  transferred.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  no  argument  of  this 
kind,  which  referred  merely  to  colonies 
and  dependencies,  would  be  brought  for- 
ward as  an  endeavour  to  justify  the  at- 
tempt to  transfer  the  allegiance  of  the 
whole  people  of  an  independent  state, 
without  their  consent,  an  attempt  made  in 
contradiction  to  the  established  maxims  of 
public  law,  and  the  first  principles  of  right 
and  justice.  To  try  the  effect,  as  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  of  attempting  to  force  the 
people  of  Norway  to  submit,  they  need 
only  look  back  to  an  event  within  the  re- 
collection of  many  of  their  lordships,  the 
subjugation  of  Corsica  by  France :  who 
was  there  that  thought  of  justifying  the 
conduct  of  France  towards  Corsica  ?  who 
was  there  that  dreamed  of  stigmatising 
the  apposition  of  the  people  of  Corsica,  to 
the  unjust  pretensions  of  France,  as  rebel- 
lious ?  And  was  it  to.be  supposed,  that  an 
attempt  to  compel  by  force  the  people  of 
Norway  to  submit  to  the  domination  of  a 
foreigner  would  not  be  viewed  by  all  man* 
kind  with  feelings  of  detestation  ?  In  what 
light  was  the  project  of  Edward  the  first, 
vpoo  Scotland,  and  the  means  he  took  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  viewed  by  impar- 
tial posterity,  and  justly  stigmatized  by 
the  historian ;  means  which  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  those  recently  used  with 
regard  to  Spain.  Edward  having  got  into 
his  power  Baliol,  the  claimant  to  the 
Scottish  crown,  forced  him  to  sign  an  ab« 
solute  renunciation  of  all  his  claims ;  and 
then  endeavoured  to  compel,  by  force  of 
arms,  the  people  of  Scotland  to  submit  to 
iiis  sway  ?  Who  was  there  that  now  stig- 
matized Wallace  as  a  traitor  for  defending 
bis  country  against  the  unjust  pretensions 
of  Edward  ?  who  was  there  that  did  not 
consider  the  execution  of  that  hero  as  a 
foul  stain  upon  the  character  of  the  great- 
est captain  of  his  age,  which  obsctired  all 
the  i^iories  of  bis  reign  ?     .^. 


«  Scots,  wba  ba'e  with  Wallace  bled, 
Scots,  whom  Bruce  has  often  led, 
Welcome4o, your  gory  bed, 

Or  to  victory!" 

Who  was  there  that  beard  these  lines  who 
did  not  feel  his  heart  beat  high  with  the 
fervour  of  patriotism,  who  did  not  feel  his 
muscles  dilate  with  sensations  of  extasy  at 
the  patriotic  sentiments  manifested  by  a 
whole  people  in  defence  of  their  inde- 
pendence? The  same  spirit  was  displayed 
by  the  Scottish  barons  in  their  Declara*» 
tion.  The  same  principle  was  also  ac- 
knowledged by  the  French  king,  when  the 
Pope  declared  this  kingdom  forfeited,  and 
transferred  it  to  him ;  who  stated,  that  it 
could  not.be  transferred  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  barons  of  England.  When  the 
cession  likewise  of  some  parts  of  France 
was  made  by  Richard  2,  the  people  re- 
sisted it,  upon  the  ground  that  there  exist- 
ed no  right  to  transfer  their  allegiance. 
Every  thing,  therefore,  clearly  proved  the 
principle,  that  no  sovereign  possessed  a 
right  to  transfer  the'  allegiance  of  the 
people  over  whom  he  ruled — a  principle 
distinctly  understood  and  distinctly  recog- 
nised—a principle  founded  in  natural 
right  and  justice,  and  supported  as  sucii 
by  every  writer  of  any  authority  upon 
public  law.  The  king  of  Denmark  had 
done  all  that  we  were  by- treaty  bound  to 
assist  in  compelling  him  to  do,  namely,  to 
cede  the  kingdom  of  Norway ;  to  transfer 
the  allegiance  of  the'  people  was  beyond 
his  power — was  what  he  had  no  right  to 
do,  and  what  therefore  no  country  had 
atiy  right  to  interfere  to  bring  about  by 
compulsion,  where  no  legal  power  existed 
to  make  the  demand. 

He  now  came  to  the  third  part  of  his 
subject,  the  assistance  furnished  by  Sweden 
to  the  common  causes  in«  pursuance  of 
treaty ;  and  had  the  papers  he  moved  for 
contained  the  information  which  the 
House  had  a  right  to  expect,  he'believed 
he  should  have  been  able  to  have  proved 
as  plainly  as  the  other  parts  of  the  subject, 
that  Sweden  had  not  fulfilled  the  obliga- 
tions she  had  contracted  by  treaty,  and 
therefore  had  no  right  to  call  upon  this 
country  to  fulfil  hers. — ^Thc  papers,  how- 
ever, laid  upon  the  table  did  not  afford  the 
requisite  information:  they  were  vagae, 
and,  with  all  respect  to  the  quarter  from 
whence  they  came,  he  must  say  they  did 
not  give  a  correct  statement.  A  paper 
from  the  Foreign-office,  dated  May  6^ 
stated,  that  by  a  dispatch  from  Edward 
Thornton,  esq^  his  Majesty's  envoy*,  to 
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S«reden,  dated  the  preceding  Jane,  it  ap- 
peared  that  50,095  Swedish  troops  were 
employed  on  tbe  continent  of  Europe, 
with  some  other  detachments,  and  in- 
cluding thelandttarm  of  Pomerania;  and 
no  other  information  was  gi? en.  It  bad 
been  said,  that  those  who  attempted  im- 
position should  have  good  memories ;  and 
it  seemed  that  those  who  produced  this 
paper  had  forgotten  a  paper  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table  last  session,  dated  in 
June,  and  ill  wbieh  it  was  stated  by  the 
latest  advices  it  appeared,  that  28,000 
Swedish  iN>ops  had  landed  at  Stralsund. 
By  the  continent  of  Europe  could  only 
be  meant  the  theatre  of  war  in /Germany, 
and  not  their  being  landed  at  Stralsund. 
Had  the  Foreign-office  no  information 
upon  a  subject  upon  which,  of  all  others, 
they  ought  to  have  been  informed,  par- 
ticularly as  he  observed  that  two  pay- 
ments of  the  subsidy,  of  100.000/.  and 
150,000/.  had  been  made,  in  March  and 
June  last  y  or  did  they  intend  to  deceive 
the  House  and  the  country  ? 

Has  -the  Foreign-office  had  no  informa- 
tion respecting  the  number  of  Swedish 
troops  actually  in  the  field  to  co-operate 
with  the  allies?  Has  Sweden  ever  fulfilled 
the  contract  to  which  she  was  pledged  by 
her  treaty  with  this  country  ?  Have  sir 
Charles  Stewart  and  Mr.  Thornton  ever 
stated  in  their  dispatches  the  non-per- 
formance of  that  contract?  Has  Sweden 
ever  acted  with  eflPect  in  aid  of  the  com- 
mon cause  ?  I  should  wish  to  have  that 
gallant  veteran,  general  Blucher,  /exa- 
mined before  your  lordships  upon  this 
subject.  Even  after  the  battle  of  Bautzen, 
when  the  cause  of  Europe  appeared  to 
have  been  lost,  when,  in  effect,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  extravagance  and  folly  of  the 
individual  whose  power  was  now  no  more, 
the  object  of  the  allies  might  have  been 
defeated,  Sweden  had  not  a  man  in  the  field, 
or  in  progress  to  the  field,  although  her 
treaty  with  this  country,  in  which  she  en- 
gaged to  supply  her  contingent,  was  sign- 
ed in  the  preceding  month  of  March. 
Nay,  ko  late  as  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  I  ^k, 
whether  sir  Charles  Stewart  did  not  com- 
.municate  to  ministers,  that  the  Crown 
Prince  of  Sweden  had  h\hd  in  executing 
the  engagements  of  bis  government  ?  and 
I  will  ask  still  further,  what  has  the  Crown 
Peioce  done  since  the  battle  of  Leiptfic  ? 
Has  he  made  a  single  movement  flavour- 
able  to  the  main  object  of  the  allies  ?  Did 
the  Prince  move  to  support  the  allies  in 
ibeir  attack,  upon  Fraacei— No.,   When 


it  was  stated  last  year,  as  an  objection  to 
the  treaty  with  Sweden,  that  the  promise 
respecting  Norway  was  likely  to'  defeat 
the  object  of  that  treaty,  from  the  probable 
disposition  of  Sweden  to  give  its  solicitude 
for  Norway  a  priority  to  the  common 
view  of  the  allies,  ministers  entirely  dis- 
carded any  such  apprehension.  But  what 
has  been  the  result— ^hy,  that  the  Crown 
Prince,  instead  of  joining  the  allies  against 
the  common  enemy,  directed  his  first  at- 
tacks egainst  Denmark,  with  a  view  to  the 
possession  of  Norway.  In  January  last 
Denmark  agreed,  by  treaty,  to  cede  Nor- 
way to  Sweden,  and  what  then— why  that 
while,  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  rivers  of  blood  were  flowing  in 
France,  the  Crown  Prince  moved  not  a 
single  soldier  to  act  with  the  allies.  Not 
a  movement  indeed  was  made  by  that 
Prince  in  conjunction  with  the  allies,  until 
the  16th  of  April,  when  he  thought  proper 
to  visit  Paris.  ,  Here  the  noble  earl  read* 
an  article  from  a  paper  published  at 
Liege,  which  bad,  he  said,  all  the  cha^ 
racter  of  a  demi-official  documents  In 
this  article  it  was  stated,  that  every  body 
was  surprised  at  the  inactivity  of  tfaie 
Crown  Prince  while  the  allies  were  press- 
ing upon  France ;  but  that  the  fact  was^ 
this  Prince  had  not  been  equitably  treated^ 
by'  the  allies  having  declined,  notwith*> 
standing  his  soliciution  as  a  member  of 
the  confederacy,  to  admit  a  Swedish  mt* 
nister  at  the  Clongress  of  Chatillon  ;  and 
the  Hanseatic  legion,  which  was  pro«r 
mised  to  act  under  the  direction  of  this 
Prince,  having  been  transferred  to  the 
command  of  general  Bulow.  For  what 
reason  then,  said  the  noble  lord,  was  this 
legion,  if  the  statement  be  true,  transferred 
to  general  Bulow,if  theCrown  Prince  were 
not  suspecUd  of  an  indisposition  to  employ 
the  force  under  his  oraers  in  support  of 
the  common  cause  of  the  allies  ?  But  whe- 
ther  this  statement  were  right  or  wrong, 
and  it  could  not  at  the  time  be  safely  pub- 
lished in  a  Liege  Journal  without  some  au- 
thority ;  the  fact  is,  that  the  Swedish 
army  remained  inactive — that  it  took  no 
part  whatever  with  the  allies  until  the  ob* 
ject  of  the  war  was  attained,  when  the 
Crown  Prince  proceeded  to  Paris  to  enjoy 
a  participation  of  the  triumph*  This 
prince  then  having  so  failed  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  engagements  by  treaty 
with  this  country,  can  the  British  govern- 
ment  be  called  upon  to  perform  its  part 
of  the  treaty,  and  especially  a  part  of  so 
odious   a  nature  as  involves  the  use  of 
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force  to  reduce  an  indlepeadent  tfnd  gpftllant 
people  to  tubmitto  a  foreign  state— a  part, 
the  fal^lmcfit  of  wbkh  it,  as  I  have  shewn, 
contrary  to  ail  the  esiablished  priociples  ef 
pnUtc  law,  of  ackaowledged  fnorality,  of 
ooramoh  justiceb  ani  fwtnral  right  ?  I  call 
upon  ntnisters  to  explain  the  motivet  of 
their  oondoct.  1  stand  apon  the  sirowg 
ground  of  justice.  I  have  established  the 
position  as  -finttly  as  any  moral  reasoning 
can  be  reduced  to  the  precision  of  maihe* 
natical  certainty,  that  we  hafe  ne  right ! 
to  force  the  Norwegians  to  subnAii  le 
Sweden.  I  think  also  1  haf«  demonstrated 
to  the  sali»fiiCUon  of  every  candid  mind, 
that  Sweden  has  failed  in  ^er  engagements 
to  this  covntry  ;  and  that,  haviag  suiailed, 
she  is  not  entitled  to  call  apon  our  go- 
vernment to  perform  its  part  of  the  treaty 
in  which  those  engagements  were  oon- 
cloded.  I  have  shewn  that  the  perform- 
mnce  of  our  part  of  this  treaty  in  the  wayj 
proposed,  and  now  acted  upon,  is  contrary 
to  justiee  and  morality ;  but  1  axaintain 
fiirther,  that  it  is  equally  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  true  po^y*  Upon  the  dis- 
ensdon  of  the  Swedish  Treaty  last  year,  it 
wvs  argued,  that  ii  was  politic  lo  increase 
tiie  strength  of  oQt  ally,  Sweden,  by  the 
annejuuion  of  Norway;  while  the  grant 
of  some  German  pesaetstons  to  Denmark 
was  the  best  mode  of  inducing  her  to  feel 
a  common  interest  with  the  allies,  and  of 
oaane  with  os.  Bet  that  argument  oonld 
tmw  h«?e  no  material  weight*  while  the 
increase  of  the  strength  of  Sweden  conld 
not  be  deemed  wise,  with  any  view  to  per* 
Manent  policy.  For  nader  every  consi- 
deration of  probability,  Sweden  will  still 
incline  to  France.  She  is  still  jealoos  of 
Roisia ;  of  that  power  with  which,  as  it 
ilaa  always  been  my  opinion,  and  as  re- 
cent events  must  have  clearly  demon- 
alrated,  it  is  the  peculiar  interest  of  this 
country  to  cultivate  a  friendly  and  inti- 
arate  connection.  Is  it  then  wise  to 
flirengiben  the  power  of  Sweden  ?  For  not- 
withstanding  all  that  has  recently  occurred 
•--»notwittoanding  the  restoration  of  the 
escieat  dynaaty,  which,  tio  doubt,  under 
fdt  tbe  ouxnmstences,  holds  oot  a  fair 
prospect  of  long  lepose  and  amity  with 
France,  yet  he  must  be  a  very  sanguine 
poKiician  who  calculates  that  the  old 
rivaMip  and  jeabosy  of  France  with  re-, 
spect  to  this  oountrv  are  likely  to  eapire.  | 
Indeed,  if  I  am  righuy  informed,  measurea ; 
nre  in  progrew  ¥rbioh  threaten  the  inoreaie : 
and  inflammation  of  that  national  jealoasy, ' 
JU ibeie aeaiarai I  tbink  ilproper  omy i 
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to  hint  for  the  preaent.  I  do  not,  indeed* 
feel  it  necessary  to  be  disthnct  upon  the 
subject ;  but  I  would  advise  ministera  to 
avoid  every  measare  likei-y  to  irritate  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  France,  and  to 
endeavour  by  all  tb^meansin  their  power 
to  reconcile  that  people  to  their  govern- 
ment^ as  the  best  aaode  of  preventing  or 
amtigafthignational  antipathy,  of  promoting 
harmony,  and  prolonging  peace.  la  a 
word,  I  shouM  reoommeml  a  studious  ab- 
stinence from  angr  proceeding  at  all  likely 
to  produce  a  fk^mg  of  national  humilia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  French,  or  that 
sliould  seem  in  the  slightest  degree  to  re- 
semble the  dictatiMi  of  conquest.  The 
best  way  of  settling  '£urope,  and  securing 
peace,  is  to  settle  France— lo  guard  agatnat 
disturbance  or  discontent  in  that  country. 
But  whatever  arrangements  may  be  made 
in  France,  I  should,  with  a  view  to  the 
permanent  policy  of  this  country,  depl^e- 
cate  the  annexation  of  Norway  to  Sweden. 
Therefore,  if  we  had  to  enter  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  ds  fiovo,  I  should 
oppose  the  policy  of  ministers.  I  should 
indeed  rather  see  Norway  an  independent 
kingdom,  as  the  Norwegians  themselves 
desire,  than  have  it  annexed  to  Sweden, 
or  even  restored  to  Deoaaaerk ;  for  front 
the  resources  which  Norway  possesses, 
especially  fer  the  supply  of  our  navy,  her 
independence  might  be  rendered  of  pecu- 
liar advantage  to  this  country;  particu- 
larly when  these  resources  were  cultivated 
by  that  spirit  which  must  naturally  result 
from  the  enj^ment  of  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence. Therefore  policy,  as  well  as 
justice  and  right,  serve  to  fortify  the  con- 
clusion I  maintain ;  namely,  that  ministers 
should  advise  the  Prince  Regent  imme- 
diately to  withdraw  the  order  for  the 
blockade  oTNorway,  and  interpose  hia  in- 
fluence in  favour  of  the  just  claims  of  the 
Norwegian  people. 

I  now  come  to  a  point  which  is  separate 
from  the  argument,  upon  tbe  policy  of  the 
question  respiting  the  annexation  of 
Norway  to  Sweden.  It  has  been  stated^ 
that  Denmark  has  not  acted  bonm  fide  m 
the  execution  of  her  treaty  for  the  cession 
of  Norway— ^that  the  Danish  government 
has  fomeiited  or  countenanced  tbe  resist- 
ance of  tbe  Norwegians ;  and  that  that 
resistance  is  not  the  act  of  the  Norwegian 
people  generally,  bat  the  work  of  a  mere 
faction*  But  before  yoor  lordships  would 
giUB  any  credit  to  such  a  serious  charaa 
against  the  Danish  government,  yon  would 
naturally  veqaire  some  pioof.    I  have  to 
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alale,  tli«l  if  twh  %  ckwrga  b«  Mfeat#4  ia 
Ikts  Heate,  I  am  ioiiroMil  diaimc^y  t0> 
deny  tlist  tny  Danisii  iroopi  a»i«led.,  or 
ever  have  M8itud»  the  inifyclioa  of  tha 
Norwegian  people.  All  tlie  §arrtaoaf  of 
Norway  are  and  akrayt  have  iwea  de- 
fuided  by  Norwegian  aoAdiert;  and  those 
ioldiert,  abandoning  their  aUegiance  to 
the  Danifh  governaient,  have  assWied 
tlw  glorioas  effi>ru  which  the  people  of 
Norway  are  so  nobly  auikiag  to  preserve 
their  independence,  to  sate  their  eoantry 
from  the  dooiinioo  of  a  foreign  state, 
agaiosi  which  they  entertain  a  strong 
avenioD.  Then,  as  to  the  assertioQ  that 
the  insurrection  in  Norway  is  the  work  of 
a  mere  faction— if  thai  assertion  he  troe» 
the  blockade  ordered  by  our  gofemment 
it  not  only  nii^t,  bnl  unnecessary.  For 
Russia  and  Sweden  might  easily  contrive 
to  pnt  down  such  a  fi^ion  withont  that 
blockade.  Either  this  assertion  is  true  or 
false— either  the  insorrection  is  the  work 
of  a  fiM^tion  or  of  the  people— -if  the  one, 
the  blockade  is  unnecessary ;  if  the  other, 
soch  an  ensployment  of  our  farce  is,  as  I 
hare  shessn,  contrary  to  ev«y  principle  of 
public  hiw,  and  degrading,  as  I  contend,  to 
the  character  of  the  country.  Bbt  if,  as 
it  has  beea  asserted,  Denmark  were  reaHy 
guHty  of  a  dereliction  of  iu  engagements 
to  Sweden — if  she  hm  Tiolaied  her  treaty, 
hostility  should  be  directed  against  her, 
rather  than  against  Norway.  XtDenmarlc 
be  deemed  criminal  for  not  withdrawing 
the  garrisons  of  Norway,  the  former  n 
more  properly  the  object  of  attack  than 
the  latter.  In  erery  point  of  view  indeed, 
the  attack  upon  the  Norwegians,  on  our 
part  at  least,  is  not  only  unjust  but  unne* 
cesury.  But,  to  strengthen  the  charge 
against  Denmark,  it  is  urged,  that  the 
king  whom  the  Norwegian  people  hare 
appointed  is  presumptive  beir  to  the  crown 
of  Denmark— and  what  proof  does  this 
fact  afibrd  of  the  cooperation  of  the 
Danish  goTcrnment  in.  the  insurrection  of 
the  Norwegian  people?  Norway  is  the 
better  half  of  the  Danish  dominions- 
better,  far  better  indeed  in  extent  and 
means  of  defence^  and  nearly  half  in 
population.  Prince  Christian  therefore 
took  bis  choice;  and  were  1  m  his  situa- 
tion, I  should  certainly  make  the  same 
election— -but  how  doet  the  act  of  Prince 
Christian  implicate  the  Danish  gorem- 
meat? 

It  ia  said  by  the  adrocates  for  the  policy 
of  ministers,  and  with  some  air  of  triumph 
too,  that  very  important  adyantages  hate 


been  promised  to  the  Notwc^e*^  people, 
if  tbey  would  submit  to  be  transferred  to. 
the  dominion  of  Sweden.  I  have  seen,  no 
doabt,  a  proclamalion  upon  this  subbed 
containing  many  promises ;  but  haw  and 
whea  this  proclamation  was  circulated,  it 
ia  uaneceasary  to  observe.  I  shall,  baw« 
eaer,  observe,  that  simiUrly  flattering 
pioniaes  were  made  by  France  to  Cor- 
sica :  bat  were  tbey  ever  performed  ?  Still 
the  proclamation  of  the  Swedish  govern- 
naaot  was  accompanied  by  a  demand  that 
the  Norwegians  should  submit ;  or  if  not, 
the*  fiMTce  would  be  employed  to  compel 
their  submission..  Therefore,  no  alterna- 
tive was  left  to  these  people,  while  pro- 
mises of  liberty  were  made,  backed  by 
the  threat  of  a  military  force«  But  evea 
admitting  these  promises  were  ms^le  in 
perfect  good  faivh*  is  it  to  be  argued,  that, 
any  coontcy  aball  be  obliged  to  accept 
what  a  foreign  state  thinks  proper  to  con- 
sider as  happiness  ?  No  sort  of  tyranny 
cao^  in  my  judgment^  be  conceived  more 
complete,  than  that  a  goverument  should 
undertake  to  choose  and  force  a  people  to 
subnit  to  that  system  which  such  govern- 
ment may  regard  as  happy,  although  the^ 
people  might  think  quite  the  contrary.' 
Upon  the  authority,  however,  of  the  agent 
for  Norway,  now  in  this  country^  who  is, 
in  my  opim'on,  eminently  entitled  to 
peculiar  respect  and  regard,  I  can  under- 
take to  state,  that  the  Norwegian  neither 
it  nor  has  been  a  despotic  government ; 
but  on  the  coqirary,  that,  although  nomi- 
nally despotic,  the  people  have  always 
enjoyed,  the  utmost  practical  happiness, 
and  that  of  course  the  people  of  Norway 
would 

<«  mher  bear  the  ills  they  tere 

*'  Than  fly  to  otbert  that  they  koov  not  ot" 

But,  I  repeat,  that  rather,  infinitely^ 
rather,  than  have  Norway  transferred  to 
Sweden,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  erected 
into  an  independent  state.  Theref^,  I 
maintain,  that  whatever  terms  or.  promises 
may  be  held  out  to  the  Norwegians  by 
the  Swedish  government,  I  should  depre- 
cate the  hostility  waged  against  Norway, 
because  the  feelmg  of  the  people  of  Nor* 
way  isdecidedly  adverse  to  the conoeciion. 

I  have  quoted  many  cases  to  your  lord* 
ships  from  the  highest  authorities  on 
record;  but  I  will  now  quote  one  case 
which  must  be  immediately  present  to 
your  memory,  and  which  is  quite  anaJo* 
gous  to  this  question,  I  mean  the  case  of 
Spain ;  in  the  delivery  of  which  country 
firom  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  state,  our  army: 
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was  80  glorioaalv  triamphant.    Ferdinand 
the  7th  ceded  his  goyernment  and  crown 
to  Baonat>art6  ;  and  if  it  was  the  right  of 
Ferdinand  to  make  that  cession;  it  was 
equally  the  right  of  Denmark  to  cede 
Norway.    Yet  the  Spanish  people  resisted 
the  cession,  and  we  seconded  that  resist- 
ance—although this  country  had  at  a  re* 
mote  period  asserted  the  right  of  Baliol  to 
surrender  the  Scottish  throne  to  Edward 
1st,  which, is  a  precedent,' however,  I  should 
think  not  likely  to  be  quoted  upon  the 
present  occasion.     The,  "  universal  Spa* 
nish  nation/'  as  it  was  denominated,  rushed 
into  insurrection  against  the  act  of   its 
monarch,  and  we,  I  repeat,  supported  the 
right  of  that  people.    If  it  be  stated,  that 
Ferdinand  yielded  to  the  compulsion  of 
circumstances,  I  will  ask,  whether  any  cir* 
cumstances  of  compulsion  existed  to  ex- 
tort from  Denmark  the  surrender  of  Nor- 
way,  and    whether  the   same   principle 
which  justified  an  interposition  in  favour 
of  the  Spanish  people  does  not  equally 
call  for 'interposition  in  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple   of   Norway— or  whether  we  could 
consistently  maintain  that  principle  with 
respect  to  Spain,  and  suddenly  turn  round 
and  abandon  it  with  respect  to  Denmark  ? 
We  have  been  told,  that  a  negociation 
has  been  instituted  with  respect  to  Nor- 
way ;  but  if  it  were  said  that  this  negocia- 
tion left  any  opening  for  an  arrangement 
agreeable  to  tl^e  will  of  the  Norwegian 
people,  I  should  instantly  withdraw  my 
motion.     Understandings  however,  that 
it  leaves  no  alternative  to  this  gallant  peo- 
ple, but  submission  to  a  power  which  it 
aetestSy  and  that  force  is  em  ployed  to  compel 
that  submission,  I  feel  it  my  doty  to  per- 
severe.   I  feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to 
humanity  to  rescue  it  from  outrage— -I 
feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country, 
and  to  your  lordships,  not  to  allow  its  cha- 
racter and  yours  to  be  stained  by  an  ac- 
quiescence in  that  outrage.    The  ageiit 
for  Norway,  to  whom  I  have  before  alluded, 
glowing  with  the  enthusiasm  which  fills 
the  hearts  of  his  brave  countrymen,  and 
who  still  hopes  that  ministers  may  be  in- 
duced to  shrink  from  the  inglorious  under- 
taking of  subjugating  his  country  by  force, 
has  called  upon  me  to  make  the  case  of 
Norway  known  to  your  lordships,  to  the 
British  nation,  and  to  Europe.    I  have 
therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  for- , 
ward  the  motion  with  which  I  mean  to 
conclude ;  and  as  to  the  capability  of  the 
Norwegians  to  resist  foreign  domination, 
and  especially  Sweden,  let  your  lordships 
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judge  Irofki  their  conduct  in  the  days  of 
Gu^tavus  Adolphus  and  Charles  the  12th* 
I  do  besides  feel  a  lively  interest  in  favour 
of  a  nation  struggling  so  valiantly  as  the 
Norwegians  continue  to  do,  in  support  of 
their  rights  and  privileges ;  and  it  will  b6 
consistent  with  the  honour  and  character 
of  this  country,  and  your  lordships,  to 
manifest  a  similar  feeling.  If  it  be  said, 
that  the  tendency  of  my  motion  would  be 
to  engage  this  country  in  a  war  with 
Russia  and  Sweden,  still  I  should  say,  that» 
whatever  result  might  follow,  I  would  ask 
my  country,  for  the  sake  of  its  credit  and 
character,  for  the  sake  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity, to  co-operate  in  the  honourable  and 
glorious  cause  of  Norway. 

The  noble  lord  concluded  with  moving, 
*'  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
humbly  to  request  that  his  Royal  Highness 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  interpose 
his  mediation  to  rescue  the  unoffending 
people  of  Norway  from  the  dreadful  alter- 
native of  famine,  or  of  subjugation  to  the 
yoke  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  power ;  and 
that  during  the  discussion  of  such  propo- 
sals as  his  Royal  Highness  may  be  advised 
to  make  for  this  most  desirable  object,  all 
hostile  operations  on  the  part  of  this 
country,  against  a  people  struggling  for 
the  sacred  right  of  national  independence, 
may  be  discontinued."  The  motion  having 
been  read. 

The  Earl  of  Harronobp  said,  that  as  he 
felt  at  all  times .  considerable  difficulty  in 
addressing  their  lordships,  that  difficulty  - 
was  greatly  increased,  from  his  beilig 
obliged  to  oppose  the  noble  earl  who  had 
last  addressed  their  lordships,  in  a  speech 
replete  with  all  the  considerations  that 
could  affect  mankind,  dressed  in  the  most 
glowing  eloquence,  and  supported  by  all 
the  advantages  which  could  arise  from  the 
most  extensive  review  of  the  subject  But 
if  their  lordships  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  be  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy  of 
eloquence,  or  confounded  by  the  light 
of  antiquarian  research,  but  would  admit  a 
little  practical  common  sense  into  the  dis- 
cussion, he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to 
persuade  them  to  reject  the  proposition 
which  had  been,  submitted  to' their  judg- 
ment by  the  noble  earl.,  He  (lord  H.) 
should,  in  the  consideration  of  the  impor- 
tant subject  before  the  House,  take  as  the'first 
that  topic  which  the  noble  earl  had  taken 
in  that  order,  viz.  the  eonstruetibn  of  the 
Treaty  of  this  government  with  Sweden. 
The  noble  earl  (Grey)  bad 
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ftbtt  after  hafiog  procured  tbe  nomtaal 
cession  of  Norway  to  Ihe  Swedbh  crown, 
we  had  performed  all  which  by  treiity  we 
were  bound  to  perform,  and  that  oar  pre* 
•ent  efibrts  were  gratuitous.    The  contrary, 
however,  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
persuade  the  House,  was  the  true  construc- 
tion; for  what  was  the  intention  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of   contracting  the 
Treaty  ?  It  was  the  desire  of  this  country, 
at  a  time  when  the  co-operation  of  Sweden 
was   most   essential  to  the  interests  of 
Europe,  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  that 
power  against  the  common  enemy ;  and  to 
that  end  we  engaged  to  put  Sweden  in 
possession  of  Norway  ;  which  being  in  the 
possession  of  a  hostile  state,  rendered  it  in- 
•ecupe  for  Sweden  to  withdraw  from  its 
own  territories  its  military  force.    Our  in- 
tentionsi  therefore,  were  such,  that  even  if 
the  words  had  not  been  so  binding  as  they 
acUially  were,  there  would  be  no  doubt 
but  that  we  should  bona  fide  be  held  to  se- 
cure to  Sweden  the  possession  of  tbe  coun- 
try in  question.    In  the  Treaty  between 
the  emperor  of  Russia  and  king  of  Sweden, 
the  former  power  pledged  iuelf  to  the 
latter  that  it  would,  by  negociation  or  by 
military    co-operation,    procure   for  the 
crown  of  Sweden  the  possession  of  Nor- 
way.    The  crown  of  Great  Britain,  also, 
pledged  itself  to  eflfect  the  same  object, 
either  by  its  good  offices  with  Denmark, 
or  bv  its  nariu  co-operation.    It  was  cer- 
tainly provided,  that  we  should  not  at- 
tempt to  employ  force  without  making 
fair  offers  to  Denmark  to  induce  it  to  ac- 
cede to  the  general   confederacy.     He 
(lord  H.)  therefore,  contended,  that  unless 
in  the  nature  of  the  Treaty  there  was 
something  which  rendered  it   null    and 
▼old,  or  in  the  conduct  of  tbe  other  con- 
tracting party,  something  which  should  ab- 
aolve  us  from  our  engagements,  we  ought 
not  to.  stop  short  at  the  nominal  cession. 
He  was  unwilling  to  detain  their  lordships 
longer  on  this  subject,  because  it  appeared 
to  him  as  plain  as  any  proposition  possibly 
could  be,  that  this  was  the  true  construe^ 
tion.    But  there  was  another  circumstance 
adduced  by  the  noble  earl  (Grey),  that 
Kussia    had  ,  guaranteed    the    possession 
of  Norway  to  Sweden,  and  that  we  had 
not-  guaranteed  it ;  whence  he  concluded, 
that  it  was  merely  tbe  cession  by  treaty 
tluit  we  undertook  to  procure.    But  why 
did  w^  not  guarantee  the  possession?   Be- 
oaofe  it  hfMl  been  a  part  or  the  wise  policy 
of  this,  country,  which  had  been  adhered 
to  in  thia  as  in  every  other  casOj  that  we 
(VOL.XXVn.) 


shoold  avoid  guaranteeing  the  perpetual 
possession  of  any  country.  As  to  the 
justice  of  the  Treaty  in  qpestion,  the  noble 
earl  (Grey)  had  quoted  several  grave 
authorities,  which  he  (lord  H.)  much  re- 
joiced were  not  now,  as  they  had  at  one 
time  been,  disregarded,  as  he  considered 
them  most  important  landmarks  in  the 
wide  field  of  politics ;  but  thou^  these 
writers  were  good  judges  of  political  pro* 
perty,  yet  they  could  not  be  held  to  pos- 
sess that  infallibility  which  even  good 
Catholics  denied  to  the  supreme  pontiff^ 
whose  dictates  were  not  supposed  to  be  in- 
fallible, unless  they  were  consistent  with 
the  consent  and  practice  of  the  universal 
church.  If,  however,  these  writers  were 
unanimous,  it  would  be  a  great  stretch  of 
presumption  in  an  individual  to  oppose 
their  decision ;  but  there  was  certainly 
great  difference  among  the  writers  on  the 
law  of  nations  on  this  subject;  some  as- 
serting that  a  patrimonial  sovereignty 
could  not  be  conveyed  by  its  sovereign, 
while  Grotius  maintained  that  any  sove* 
reignty  might  be  alienated  by  him  to 
whom  it  clearly  belonged.  The  noble 
earl  (Grev)  had  quoted  an  author  of  great 
weight  (Vattel),  to  prove  that  a  kingdom 
couM  not  be  alienated  Without  tbe  consent 
of  its  inhabitants;  yet  that  aame  author 
states,  that  if  any  town  or  province  be 
wrested  by  arms  from  ito  sovereign,  it 
had  no  cause  to  complain.  There  waa 
another  author  for  whom  their  lordships 
would  have  a  great  respect— he  meant  Dr^ 
Paley,  whose  opinion  on  this  subject 
might  not  be  useless.  He  said,  that  the 
law  of  nations  depended  on  the  fact  of  its 
being  established — ne  matter  when  or  by 
whom.  Looking,  therefore,  at  those 
treaties  by  which  long  wars  had  been  con- 
cluded, as  the  practical  exposition  of  the 
law  of  nations,  we  should  find,  that  oa« 
many  occasions  had  cessions  been,  made 
of  whole  states.  By  tlie  treaty  of  West- 
phalia, and  by  that  of  Utrecht,  as  well  aa 
by  that  of  Amiens,  which  terminated  the 
late  war,  cessions  of  whole  countries  had 
been  made.  This  last  treaty  had  been 
considered  as  unjust,  by  several  lords  who 
werp  then  present;  but  amone  the  great 
men,  of  all  parties^--among  aU  those  who 
inculpated  that  treaty,  there  was  no  one 
found  who  thought  it  unjust  meis^ly  he* ' 
cause  it  ceded  countries;  though  some 
thousht  it  unjust  because  it  ceded  couHtriei 
which  had  been  guaranteed  by  former 
ponventions.  Among  the  countries  ceded 
atdiff*erent  times  by  these  treaties,  wer» 
(3E) 
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the  small  stfttes  of  Iuly>  Sicily  (c^rtitinly 
U  tnnth  Ad  independent  ttiite  ts  NiMrWay)> 
Naples,  and  the  Low  Contitrkft :  ttideed» 
almost  etrery  btate,  except  the  treat  codll- 
triei  of  £uit>pe«  had  at  tim^  been  cmnft^ 
ftrred  from  one  powelr  to  another.  If  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  earl  (Grey)  w<sre 
iwi6pted,  what  would  become  bf  the  laying 
of  the  great  lofd  Chktbam«M.that  he  woold 
conquer  Gef  tnany  itt  Amiiriea  ?  If  it  Wert 
denied  that  Sweden  cooM  jtiMly  Conquer 
Norway  in  Holst«in,  the  saying  of  thitt 
great  maU'wouM  be  founded  on  ^ross  in<> 
justice.  No  tot«reign«  he  would  tliow^ 
6ould  cede  the  whole  oF  his  domibions; 
but  whein  sorely  pressed  in  war  by  a  fo- 
reign power,  he  mieht,  fbr  the  salyation  Of 
the  remainder^  cede  a  part  of  hia  tferri^ 
tones;  the  inh«ibitanls  of  which  wehe 
then  bound  to  submit  peaceably,  fbr  tlio 

Sneral  good  of  the  whole  state.  T9 
Ing  this  proposition  t6  tho  Dettt  bf  all 
Sublic  laW,  general  utility,  how  w^ld  it 
e  found  tost^nd?  UtolOBs  this  proposi- 
tion were  adopted.  It  would  be  foobd  that 
there  could  be  no  alteration  in  the  state  of 
Burope  without  the  con»plute  conquest  of 
Aoitte  state.  If  it  were  necessary  to  ob- 
tain the  consent  of  the  people  in  order  to 
huthorise  the  cession  of  atiy  stAtoe^  what 
Would  be  the  consequence?  A  pow^r 
Slight  find  itIUlf  iti  possession  of  a  pro- 
tince  belonging  to  another  state,  which  it 
would  willingly  relinquish  for  some  other 
portion  of  territory,  whkh  its  enetty 
Would  be  willing  to  cedo;  but  yet  thn 
urrangement,  howerer  wished  fof  by  both 

Crties,  could  not  be  carried  into  efi^ct, 
cause  it  was  impoiiible  tbut  the  power 
which  was  Willing  to  cede  could  secure 
the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  terri- 
tory which  it  witfhed  to  duUtet  over.  By 
temsoB.of  this  state  of  things^  it  wouM  be 
lieceesary  for  the  conqueting  power  to  ft* 
•ort  to  meana  for  disarming  th«  inhabi- 
tants, and  every  specius  of  tyranny,  be^ 
cause  their  submission  could  never  be  cal* 
eulated  on.  No  such  thing  us  a  treaty  of 
peace  could  exist ;  all  things  must  HBniain 
at  the  end  of  the  war  as  they  were  at  thu 
beginning,  or  one  of  the  totttending  coum 
tries  m^t  hUve  been  completely  subdued 
by  and  incolporated  with  the  other. 
Rather  than  admit  the  confosion  to  which 
such  a  rule  of  SNstion  would  necostaHly 
lead,  he  was  disposed  to  admit  the  genetlsl 
tule,— subject  certainly  to  many  except 
tions, — that  every  part  of  a  sovereignty 
ought  to  hoM  itself  bound,  if  ceded  by  iu 
(eg«l  goveromenii  quietly  to  suhmit  to 


the  govemuaent  of  the  power  to  w^icA  it 
was  ceded ;  and  that  every  part  vf  %  stat^ 
should  consideir  itielf  liable  te  lie  ceded  aft 
any  time  for  the  geneiel  weWure  of  th« 
state.  In  the  same  manner,  for  the  safery 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  commanity 
wes  the  welAve  and  liberty  of  indtvid«aia 
restrained  and  impaired.  He  weold  ask 
the  noble  eurl  (Grey)  whether  there  eeuM 
really  be  any  parallel  between  tbtt  eases 
of  Norway  and  that  of  Spain?  if  that 
noble  eaH  thought  the  two  cases  were 
pattailel,  there  was  some  such  radical  di^ 
foience  between  the  mind  of  that  aobl« 
earl  and  his  own,  that  he  (le«d  H.)  de^ 
spaired  of  making  any  of  his  argamente 
comprehemtible  to  the  noble  earl.  Was 
there  iib  diflhrenee  between  the  cession  eC 
the  whole  of  a  sovereign's  dommlons  and 
the  cession  of  a  part  for  the  good  of  the 
whole?  Was  there  do  difierenca  between 
cession  produced  by  personal  compelsioa» 
and  cession  necessitated  by  the  daoger  eC 
the  state?  When  a  sovereign  yielded  a 
part  of  his  dominions  through  peteoail 
compulsion,  he  had  no  will  of  his  ewn  j 
whereas  in  the  other  case  the  flteaareit 
acted  deliberately  for  the  good  of  the 
nation.  Was  there  no  dissimilarity  in  the 
cases,  in  one  of  which  the  whole  ^pasOili 
nation  was  driven  to  resist  the  eppressiMi 
of  the  French  government ;  and  that  eC 
Norway,  which  had  been  ceded  by  the 
Danish  government,  and  was  thus  deN" 
vered  from  an  at1)iwef y  power  to  a  llree 
government,  vrith  all  the  blessings  ousted 
to  H  which  a  free  constltoitoD  coaM 
bestow  ?  With  respect  to  the  perfermance 
of  the  Tireaty  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  he 
did  not  see  that  this  power  oouM  be  pn»«- 
nounced  to  have  neglected  its  salpMatiaSK 
with  regsrrd  to  its  conthsgent  of  troops. 
Mu^h  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  dates 
on  this  occasion ;  and  it  would  th^  be 
seen,  that  on  the  £6Ui  of  June,  it  was 
known  in  this  Country,  that  28,000  Swedish 
troops  had  landed  at  Stielsund;  whence  it 
was  possible,  nay,  extieuiely  peobabie^ 
that  by  the  36th  of  June  90,000  men  weta^ 
actually  at  that  place.  It  had  been  said^' 
that  we  Iheuld  have  had  tonstantty  an 
oftcer  Uictomnanying  the  Swedish  ataay» 
to  aseenain  whether  their  aembers  weta 
always  folly  kept  up^whether  such  wouM 
have  been  a  good  Aipulation  tohaTO  bwsa 
introduced  into  Ae  tVeatyi  he  shontd  mat 
pretend*  to  detettnine,  nor  wes  it  for  tbohr 
lordships  then  to  debate ;  but  thcfre  cer* 
tainly  was  no  such  stipntatiMi  in  the 
Tkeaty }  so  that  it  could  hot  be  cenfeendedi 


Digitized  .by 


Google 


Aat  Ait  apttmHii  wa^  tUh^  b«c«of« 

wb^di^fr  al  «li  Uiiie4  tl»#  l«9MaQC€Mkni^ 
by  •ii9«|em«Q|f  and  oUior  i0ai|8e»  wf^e 
«kbclu9  diligfi^e  repaiirad.  Tb«  noble 
«ad  (Grey)  fi^U  a  akrong  dUpo^tioo  ta 
VMwl«r  bqU  %b^  Treaty*  b^cauM  be  wa«  nqi 
%9rtatii  Ibal  Ibe  esaQi  (mmberi  «er#  al^ 
way«  kepii  w^  If  Mqb  ani^if^^y  iQ  find 
4a«a  in  tbe  Trt aty  viiUi  gw^en  bad  beau 
ii»aaifEBi«d  al  a  uma  wheii  il  migbt  bava 
fie|»riTad  u«  of  tba  qchoparatkMA  of  ibal 
]^owff«  nba  avaul  of  tba  f^rMani  vtar  onigbt 
nal  hvra  be^n  «o  bappy  for  aU  Europa.  Ii 
waa  saffickati  fov  Ma  la  Imor  ^bat  if  u^ 
ada^aala  4iwraioi>  bad  9M  bean  craaM 
in  tbe  year  of  ibe  lbr»idftble  Fraacb  arwy 
m.  Bfe4ia>  by  tbe  laadi«>g  of  <ba  Ptmca 
Jtoyalt  alStralsai>d»i[«ilaa4  of  enieviog  iba^ 
ceoby  mto  tba  oiHittiiw  of  oar  e)[)gi^«> 
mmi»  with  Sweden,  tbeir  Wrdabips  migbt 
new  hate  been  delibewMiog  bow  to  main* 
tain  our  ebotea  safe  from  foveiga  iovaaioo, 
h  ipas  eappased  by  Uie  »eb1e  earl,  ibat 
Iha  oeiMaetataaiiby  the  Prioee  Royal*  af^et 
tbe  taentla  of  Leipaia  wa»  ikot  Qondaoive 
W  tkm  intora^ta  of  tba  allied  caoat  i  bat 
aoppeemg  tbe  oontfo  tbe«  adop^»  ia  cor* 
ctH  wiib  tba  Ailiaii  not , to  b^vo  been  ^be 
beak  military  meaiore  peeaible,  vpag  it  on 
aceeaol  of  a  do«btf«l  aiilitary  tneaaure 
Ibat!  wa  wo9e  la  depart  from  a  6e«a^4f 
agraettenfc}  At  to  tbe  po^oy  of  tbe 
Tieaty.  it  was  ^rary  wiaely  be|d,  at  tbe 
tbae  of  its  oenelasiea»  lo  be  oar  be«t  pplioy 
to  iiweata  and  atrenfibeii  tbe  few  states 
wbiehi  libe  oimelves,  ware  inaalar  and  ii^ 
dependent.  Wby  wm  tbis  peliQy  now 
aappotod  qtieatioQabloa  bm  be^oaat  from 
cMf  bamiaf  pivvoed  ii  witb  f  aoaefai  evfMU 
bad  been  brougbt  abovt  vbiob  had  sa^ 
MMMd  ewr  me^l  aaagoina  expeotatieaa? 
h  waa  not  nowiaatifiaWein  ne  to  divrogard 
ibaaa  ireatiaa  fro«  wbieh  sacb  ioealqalable 
benefita  bad  been  derif  ed>  bat  to  pwraue 
Ihe  straigbt  forwards  palb  wbiob  iuid  aU 
veady  led  u»  IroiA  dangar  ^  aafisty*  Tbe 
NMwegbme  had  «o  elmai  en  ear  for- 
beavanco;  tbay  bad  never,  daring  the 
•tengffle  for  UJia  deKneranco  of  Eqrope» 
eaUed  eo  o»  to  allow  them  lo  be  inde* 
IMndeot  of  Oaonaark»  bm  had  aashled  to 
ibn  ntnoat  ibaa  peeve*  in  ita  ce-^iperaAion 
wttb  tbe  tyrant  who  then  goeenied  France 
nndoppremndSiirapn,  Waa  it  to  be  coo- 
Mdered^  that  a  provmne*  which  it«  govern- 
anent  waa  nm.able  to  proteet»  beflamo  tafe 
wbao  tbatgeaernmnindateMd  ifr?  Was  a 
aMid  tn be  cnneidered aa apolypns,  whoae 
tend  Of  tasl^  aeveaed.  from  iw  bec^MM  k> 
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enlire  being?  Tbore  were  iacta  rafter 
suspicious  attending  the  declaration  of  tb^ 
Norwegians;  tbe  heir  prasomptive  to  tba 
crown  of  Denmark  went  from  Copeohageq 
to  Norway,  and  wa^  declared  sovereign  of 
Norway*  Tbe  terms  also  on  wbigb  Sweden 
was  willing  to  receive  the  Norwegian! 
nnder  i^  ^ovammentt  were  seduloesly 
convealad  from  tbam«  Bot  even  if  tbie 
people  of  Norway  were  in  some  degree  aa« 
criffcecji  con^dering  oor  engagements  with 
the  crgwo  of  Sweden*  and  that  this  waa 
tbe  only  sacri6ce  to  tbe  general  liberty  of 
EnropOf  while  liberty  waa  secured  to  tl^ 
Norwegians  by  tba  prince  to  whom  they 
wf  ra  cedad,  and  guaranteed  by  one  of  tbe 
most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  be 
trusted  their  lordships  would  not  think  it 
coaiiatent  with  the  best  policy,  with 
honour,  and  with  instice>  to  interrupt  the 
exaoative  government  in  the  proceeding 
which  it  bad  adopted  in  pursuance  (>f  our 
national  emgepmenli. 

Lard  OrirMm,-^My  lordi ;  on  several 
former  ocqaaionf  when  this  subjeci  bat 
been  noticnd  in  parliament,  I  refrained 
from  interposing  any  advice  of  my  own, 
because  wa  were  ^ol4  that  disoussions  re*  ^ 
gardiqg  Nnrway  were  still  depending,  J' 
cepfesa*  when  I  beiird  that  atatoment,  it 
gave  me  considerable  pleaaure,  because  I 
did  flat^r  myself  that  such  discussions  on 
the  part  of  this  country,  and  in  the  pr^en^ 
peeture  of  aQfairsi  would  be  directed  toono 
obtject  only*  and  that  that  ohject  would  bo 
conformable  to  the  gf  neral  aentimont  amf 
wish  of  the  nation.  {  did  flatter  myaeLf 
that  ministars  wouW  M^k^  >nme  steps  to 
prevent,  not  to  promote,  the  acqomplisb^ 
nent  of  that  borri^e.n^juaUce  by  which 
an  unoffending  an4  indapendent  people 
were  to  be  bent  to.  tbe  dominion  o(  a  fo- 
reign power,  which  dnripg  a  long  coqrso 
of  years  h^s  been  the  unrelenting^  un&r- 
gi  ving»  and  unremitting  enemy  of  Norway. 
So  atrong  and  so  deeply  rooted  is  the  na« 
tional  antipathv  koQwn  to  be,  that  tbe 
oontinned  rivalry  of  Great  Britain  and 
^rancoi  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  or  of  any 
powerful  nation  seeking  to  oppreu  and 
eub^gata  its  weaker  neighbour^  cannot 
lor  a  mament  bo  oomjp^xdl  to  the  iater- 
minable  inveteracy  azwtifig  between  the 
natives  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  In  an- 
cient and  in  modern  time*  it  has  been  not 
only  tba  policy^  but  the  boast  and  ft'\^ 
of  tfais  nonntry,  that  she  b«9  ptotacted 
Norwey  against  the  repeated  aggreaiiona 
that  J^eStn  nadn  agaiml  her  mdn- 
pendanca* 
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Feeling,  therefore^  that  this  was  the  cha- 
racter of  the  qoettton,  and  teeing  what  no 
man  could  avoid  seeing,  who  had  eyes  to 
see>  I  did  trust  that  ministers  had  adrised 
the  Prince  Regent  to  confirm  the  good 
opinion  that  the  pnbh'c  iodulged,  and  to 
perform  an  act  not  less  glorious  than  the 
most  splendid  achievements  and  resohi- 
tions  of  the  allies  for  the  consummation  of 
national  independence  throughout  Europe. 
How  miserably  was  1  disappointed,  when 
I  found  by  the  silence  of  the  noble  lords 
opposite  (more  eloquent  than  any  lan- 
guage they  could  ha?e  employed),  that  the 
endeavours  we  were  using  m  the  way  of 
discussion  were  not  to  produce  general 
tranquillity  by  kind  conciliation,  but  to 

J  produce  submission  by  blockade  and 
istmine.  When  such  is  the  situation  of 
the  unfortunate  people  of  Norway,  and 
when  this  dreadful  act  of  injustice  is 
the  first  use  made  of  the  influence  Great 
Britain  has  acquired,  I  should,  indeed, 
think  myself  criminal  if  I  did  not  at-, 
tempt  to  recal  your  attention  to  the 
old  established  and  true  principles  of 
national  law,  in  opposition  to  the  new- 
fangled doctrine  of  utility,  or  in  other 
words,  the  subversion  of  all  moral  prin- 
ciple, the  abandonment,  or,  at  best,  the 
discretional  exercise,  of  every  moral  duty. 
I  cannot  forget  the  unchangeable  prin- 
ciples of  public  liberty ;  and  on  their  au- 
thority I  am  ready  to  meet  any  noble 
friend  front  to  front,  and  to  contend,  that 
if  he  wishes  to  justify  France  in  her  innu- 
merable acts  of  agjpressioYi  for  the  last 
twenty  years ;  if  he  is  desirous  to  throw  a 
screen  over  the  atrocities  which  have 
drawn  upon  her  the  hatred  of  surrounding 
nations,  until,  with  one  consent,  they  rose, 
and  €k>d  be  thanked  successfully,  to  resist 
her  aggressions  and  to  punish  her  crimes. 
It  would  be  by  adopting  the  principle  of 
titility  and  expediency,  the  tyrant's  plea, 
on  which  all  his  usurpations  have  been 
founded.  On  the  contrary^  if  you  wish  to 
consolidate  and  unite  the  interests  of  the 
continent,  to  give  effect  to  the  signal  in* 
terpositions  of  Providence  ;  if  you  wish  to 
restore  Europe  to  a  state  of  political  tran- 
quiHity  (for  more  we  cannot  hope  to  per- 
form); if  you  are  willing  to  revive  the 
blessings  of  old  times,  you  must  restore 
them  by  reverting  to  old  principles,  and 
by  the  unqualified  rejection  of  this  new- 
fangled code,  which  sweeps  down  all  (he 
revered  distinctions  between  right  and 
wrong,  which  depends  upon  the  worst  of 
lU  modern  doctrines,  and  which  leads  us 


to  build  our  own  principles  of  morality, 
not  on  the  immutable  and  soHd  basis  of 
justice  and  rectitude,  but  upon  speculative 
notions,  of  what  will  or  will  not  prove  ul- 
timately beneficial.  AfUr  the  able  speech 
delivered  by  my  noble  friend  (Grey)  I 
little  expected  that  the  objections  raised 
on  the  other  side  would  be  rested  upod  the 
principle  of  plain  political  common  settee^ 
and  setting  at  defiance  all  the  ordinary 
and  prevalent  feelings  of  mankind :  the 
feelitigs  and  the  impressions  of  the  whole 
country  are  and  must  be  against  them.  I 
had  imagined  that  the  argument  of  the 
noble  earl  (Harrowby)  would  have  been 
established  upon  some  nice  doctrio^-i- 
some  abstruse  question ;  and  not  that  he 
would  be  reduced,  at  last,  to  the  necessity 
of  opposing  common  sense  to  what,  in 
reality,  is  the  common  sense  of  the  whole 
worlff.  It  is,  however,  necessary  for  him 
not  only  to  contemn  all  solid  principlea  of 
right,  but  be  must  combat  and  destroy  the 
authority  of  the  phahmx  of  writers  upon 
the  laws  of  nations :  although  he  could  not 
avoid  admitting,  in  the  outset  of  his  au 
tack,  that  upon  their  decisions  depended 
the  best  securities  for  the  observance  and 
preservation  of  right  in  human  society. 
It  therefore  comes  to  a  question,  whether 
we  shall  abide  by  those  impressions  that 
are  implanted  in  our  nature,  and  which 
render  it  impossible  that  we  should  hear 
of  great  injustice  without  great  indigna* 
tion,  seconded  as  they  are  by  the' doc* 
trines  of  men  of  indubitable  learning  and 
authority,  sanctioned  by  the  long  general 
practice  and  deliberate  adoption  of  the 
civilized  world,  without  partial  and  pe- 
culiar views  and  interests;  or  whether  it 
be  wiser  for  us  to  resort  to  specidattve 
theories  of  doubtful  g[ood,  if  a  ceruin  and 
grievous  act  of  injustice  might  ultimately 
produce  some  remote  and  contingent  ad- 
vantage. As  to  the  criticism  of  the  nohle 
earl  upon  Grotius,  if  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  his  work  again,  he  will 
find  that  the  author  was  onl^  embarrassed 
by  the  dicta  of  former  writers;  and  he 
will  discover,  that  when  Grotius  examinee 
the  subject  in  detail,  he  excludes  every 
case  of  patrimonial  governments :  the  fair 
conclusion  to  ht  drawn  from  it  is  there- 
fore this,  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  patrimonial  government;  that  there 
are  solid  and  establiihed  principles  of  go- 
vernment in  every  state,  on  which  the 
rights  of  the  governors  depend,  upon 
which  their  acts  must  be  founded  and  de- 
cided, and  to  which  all  who  wish  to  live 
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111  the  hetrts  of  their  sahfectt r  and  in  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  posterity,  moat 
eonform.  I  aay,  therefore^  that  we  are 
jtistified  in  going  the  foil  eztenl,  even  of 
the  coamaentators  npon  Grottus,  in  con- 
tending, that  the  lovereign  hat  no  colour  of 
right  to  alienate  his  sovereignty',  neither  of 
the  whole  nor  of  any  portion  of  his  sub- 
jects: men  are  not,  m  these  times,  to  be 
transferred  lik^  beasts  belonging  to  an 
estate  ;  and  if  the  governor  thinks  fit  to 
renounce,  and  to  absolve  theoii  from  their 
allegiance,  they  have  a  right  to  consider 
whether  it  be  or  be  not  to  their  advantage 
to  pass  under  the  new  dominion,  or  to  ad- 
here to  that  under  which  they  were  bom, 
and  to  resist  the  transfer. 

Lord  Grenville  went  on  further  to  en- 
force this  point,  and  to  reply  to  lord 
Harrowby's  argument,  that  the  war  would 
have  been  interminable  if  this  cession  had 
not  been  made.  He  also  drew  an  impor*- 
tant  distinction  between  the  cession  of  a 
country  already  conquered  and  occupied 
by  an  enemy,  and  the  grant  of  the  territory 
of  a  free  and  uninfluenced  population.  He 
insisted  that  no  man  could  approve  the 
Partition  Treaty  of  Spain,  who  was  not 
prepared  also  to  defend  the  Partition 
Treaty  of  Poland.  It  was  true,  as  had 
been  argued  by  the  other  side,  that  there 
were  few  cases  of  resistance  to  a  treaty  of 
cession ;  but  the  obvious  reason  was,  be* 
cause  it  rarely  happened  that  the  victims 
were  capable  of  defence.  He  trusted  de- 
TouUy,  that  this  nobU  and  generous 
struggle  would  be  efibctual :  and  that  the 
Norwegians  would  defeat  not  only  the  ef- 
foru  of  Sweden,  but  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  a  gross  misrepresentation  to  argue, 
that  the  cession  of  Norway  was  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  grant  of  a  mere  province  or 
town ;  and  since  the  noble  earl  (Harrowby ) 
had  admitted  that  the  sovereign  had  no 
power,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  to 
cede  the  whole,  he  admitted  enough  to 
destroy  his  own  argument;  for  the  fact 
was,  that  Norway  was  the  whole,  and  by 
ceding  it,  Frederic  6  had  yielded  no  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark :  he  was  king 
of  Norway  as  a  distinct  and  separate  in- 
lieritance  and  title ;  and  he  had  no  more 
right  to  give  up  Norway  for  the  benefit  of 
l>enmavk  than  the  king  of  England  had  to 
give  up  England  for  the  benefit  of 
flanover.  T£s  object  therdbre  of  minis- 
ters was,  to  compel  the  king  of  Denmark 
to  do  an  act  which  the  law  of  nations  for- 
bade. His  lordship  then  proceded : — ^But 
it  aeeais  that  the  avowed  object  of  this  un- 


authorised proceeding  is,  to  produce  ad- 
vantage to  the  natives  of  Norway;  they 
were  to  be  removed  from  the  dominion  of 
a  des|lotic  prince,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
blessings  of  a  generous  prince  and  of  a  free 
constitution.  As  the  first  proof  of  these 
blessings,  they  were  required  to  lay  down 
their  arms :  they  are  to  be  disarmed^  and 
then  to  be  called  a  free  nation,  without 
the  means  of  defence,  and  to  have  hap- 
piness forced  upon  them  without  the 
means  of  enjoying  it.  It  is  a  specious 
pretence  to  entrap  them  into  submission, 
and  then  to  deprive  them  of  the  means  of 
resistance.  I  would  ask  my  noble  friend 
(Harrowby),  who  has  uniformly  opposed 
every  aggression  of  France  upon  the  hap- 
piness of  nations,  what  single  people  did 
she  ever  conquer,  without  first  promising 
to  them  the  benefits  of  a  happier  con- 
dition, and  the  enjoyment  of  a  free  con- 
stitution, which  France  was  to  confer  ?  It 
is  not  therefore;  wonderful  that  this  fresh 
example,  coming  from  the  same  school, 
should  have  been  framed  on  the  same 
model ;  but  it  is  to  me  surprising,  that  the 
British  government  should  lend  its  aid  in 
forcing  ^upon  the  people  of  Norway  the 
government  of  a  people  they  detest,  under 
the  delusive  protest  and  promise  of  giving 
them  a  free  constitution  which  they  do 
not  want ;  for  be  it  remembered,  that  it 
is  not  of  their  seeking.  [Lord  Harrowby 
said,  «<  Yes,  it  is/']  I  say  that  it  i&  not  of 
their  seeking :  the  noble  earl  says  *'  Yes;'' 
but  every  single  fact  contradicu  him.  I 
repeat,  that  it  haabeen  imposed  upon  them» 
it  will  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  arms 
of  Sweden;  or  if  she  have  not  th^  power 
(I  blush  to  name  it),  the  glorious  navy  of 
Great  Britain  is  to  be  employed  to  reduce 
a  brave  and  noble  people  by  the  extre- 
mities of  famine:  Is  this  the  navy  that 
during  the  last  20  years  has  been  engaged 
in  supporting  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
mankind  ?  Is  this  the  navy  that  has  shed 
its  blood  to  rescue  the  distressed  from  the 
cruel  rod  of  tyranny  ?  My  lords,  I  have 
often  looked  back  to  the  history  of  my 
country  in  remoter,  times,  with  delight, 
when  1  have  seen  her  engaged  in  mighty 
works  of  national  benevolence ;  but  in  re- 
viewing the  transactions  of  late  yeara,  my 
heart  has  swelled  with  conscious  pride 
when  I  have  beheld  her  armies  almost 
uniformly  enlisted  on  the  side  of  justice 
and  humanity ;  but  what  a  contrast  does 
the  event  now  under  review  present  to  our 
minds,  when  we  see  England,  with  the 
same  army  and  navy  that  once  protected ' 
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ll^rty^  i»w  eaflrciDi  riftvery^wUlit  Kir 
mmiiNrt  w%  ceiitBiidmg*  tb«l  to  do  lojo^ 
tke  U 10  confer  Ueefitf^  9mA  tkat  lo  do* 
siroy  froodom  it  to  promoAo  bipphMifl 
His  lordykip  tb««  weal  on  to  otuect  totbt 
flccority  ofiered  to  Norway,  aa  well  as  to 
tho  protaoded  boon ;  aad  lo  expraaa  hU 
,  abborrenee  of  tho  goat aotae  of  what  waa 
called  a  fitea  conatitution  by  a  foreign  na* 
tion,  tbaa  ioApottog  iifOB  the  Peop^  of 
Norway  a  double  slavery  ;  firal  tromlheir 
owa  rolers,  and  aezt  from  tKoaa'wfao  pre« 
tended  to  tecnre  their  liberty :  he  termed 
tbi*  expedient  hateful  and  degrading^  and 
ridiooled  Ibe  idea  of  oonquering  a  aatios 
for  ita  own  goad :  he  contpared  tbie  argar 
meat  with  that  employed  upon  ibe  qoea- 
lion  of  the  Skve  Trade;  where  ii  waa 
eoQtended  that  the>  people  of  Africa*  in- 
stead of  complaining  of  their  mitene^ 
oaght  to  be  thaakifl  to  ut  for  relievii^ 
them;  and  that  to  trepan  the  Batires, 
to  crowd  tbem  inia  slaTe^ahtpa^  and 
lo  chain  them  ia  their  toil  ia  the  West 
Indies,  was  actually  the  promottan  of  their 
feliciiy.  Such  a«MrtioM,  and  ihe  fallacy 
of  theniy  shewed  the  feUy  of  not  allowing 
BatioQs  to  he  the  best  judgea  of  what  wooW 
eontribttie  to  their  own  bappittass.  He 
adverted  to  the  caotio4M  mode  in  which 
loid  Harrowby  bad  argao^  this  subject ; 
omiuing  all  reply  to  the  many  importa»t 
and  pointed  questions  put  by  lord  Orey ; 
mrticularly  to  thai  whether  the  Crown 
Frince  bad  performed  bis  part  of  the 
Treaty  which  had  been  concluded  between 
this  country  and  Sweden.  The  nniversal 
opinion  of  Europe  was*  that  be  badgremly 
fiatled  in  his  duty,  retiring  from  France  with 
his  troopa  after  the  battle  of  Letpsie,  when 
his  asaiatance  in  completing  the  destrne* 
tion  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  nwat 
uttlnahle.  The  Treaty  with  Denmark  had 
been  framed  for  tho  exprem  purpose  dF 
allowing  the  Swedish  army  to  proceed  to 
immediata  action*  and  yet  the  effi^t  had 
been  directly  the  reverse  of  what  had  bean 
inteaded.  -  The  paper  nobliahed  at  Liege 
on  the  19th  April  decided*  that  it  waa  no 

Sneation  of  military  expediency  that  had 
etained  the  Crown  Prince;  and  aaany 
circamstancea  cbncnrred  to  prove  that  tlia 
observations  respecting  jealoiMies  were 
pore  invention.  So  much  were  mintstess 
dissatisfied  with  the  dilatoriness  of  the 
Swedes*  that  the  troops  ia  ourowapay* 
that  had  been  placed  nnder  the  orders  of 
Bernadotte*  were  withdrawn.  The  siknce 
of  the  other  side  of  the  Hovaa  apow  this 
point  waa  nnaccouotable^  exceptii^  ia 


one  way*  Ho  aotioed  a  singular  iwnis<inn 
oa  the  part  of  £arl  Harrowby.  of  the  im«- 
partsmi  words  contained  in  the  DaaMk 
Treaty* whid]t  stipulated,  ''that  recoerso 
ahoidd  not  be  had  to  force^^'  The  resis- 
tance of  Norway*  bewever*  bad  never  been 
contemplated*  the  oppesitie«  of  Denmark 
being  only  ia  view  at  the  time  the  deoo- 
msut  waa  franKd«  His  lord«hip^  then-pro* 
ceeded  ia  the  JoHowinf  terms  :-n- 

Tbe  act  of  ii^ustice  of  which  we  com*, 
plain*  is  nothing  leas  than>  de  mtm,  tO' 

ShftM  this  kiagdem  in  a  atate  of  war  with 
Torway.  Yon  have  aigoed  a  peace  wiik 
Dsamark;  and  yon  acknowledge  by  your 
mimater*  that  that  conntry  baa  falfiUcd  all 
the  conditiona  of  the  Treaty.'  The  asoee* 
sary  consoquiNioe  is*  that  one  of  thiee 
things  most  be  admitted  by  the  noble  lorda 
opposite ;  either*  first*  that  Norway  ia  a 
part  of  the  kingdena  of  Denmark;  or* 
secondly*  that  it  is  independent  of  the 
kingdom  of  Deom«k ;  or  that  it  is  a  do^ 
lainioo  noiw  de  jare*  under  the  erown  of 
Sweden ;  and  ta  either  and  all  of  these 
eases,  minialers  ace  aboqt  to.  comasit*  and 
have  committed*  the  most  flagrant  aot  el 
cruelty  and  ii\iusiice.  If  Norway  be  a 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark*  yen  have 
amde  peace  with  hef !  If  it  be  a  separate 
and  independent  state*  what  has  it  done  to 
he  reduced  by  yon  to  fomine }  If  it  he  a 
deminian  dejmre  nader  the  crown  of  Sare^ 
den,  what  pretence  have  you  for  iaterCsr^ 
ing  aad  assisttag  that  kingdom  ia  the  selw 
duNig  of  ita  rebeUieoa  sal^cta?  I  cenfeaa 
I  shoald  think  that  at  any  thna*  end  nodes 
any  circoaMtances*  the  eeasiderationa  that 
have  to^aigkt  been  ealbrced*  would  be 
aottoient  to  tndnce  the  government  of  this 
conntrv  to  take  those  meaanvea  whicfa 
amnredly  best  became  the  rank  it  holds 
and  the  ii^ueace  it  posseoaea:  I  mean* 
that  Greet  Brttain  ahoaM  interpoae  her 
good  offices  to  prevent^  by  mediation*  the 
snbjogation  and  sofierings  of  ^a,  brave  and 
generous  people  firom  tyranny  aad  fiimkM* 
Sifch  ought  to  be  her  cendnct  under  any 
circoaasmnces ;  but  In  the  present  atate  ef 
Earope*  let  me  aak*  whethet  the  atroagest 
iadneementa  are  not  held  eut»  not  eni^  to 
withdraw  oosaelvea  from  the  iniqnitana 
leaye  in  which  we  are  new  invoHped 
against  a  fhee  and  independent  connirj^ 
but  to  stand  forward  my  eeery  meanam 
our  power,  short  of  the  exertion  of  the 
feU  strength*  to  prevent  the  aocoaipUsh* 
ment  of  this  moat  oi^ust  and  cmal  perpeaa 
Ofp<^ey  Ifiael  ashamed  to  spleab*  beoaose 
this  qmmoA  enght  to  be  decided  n|Ma  the 
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grmt  ami  bioaril  pritMtplee  lyf  ri^t  and 
wroiMf ;  but  if  I  covM  for  •  monisiit  ex« 
clade  tbem  from  nf  Tiew,  Mid  ^get  tfaat 
there  is  sooli  a  tiling  »  foMtitnenlii  p«biic 
kW|  1  eheeki  tftv  tint  poitcj,  at  w«U  •• 
the  practice  of  this  ootntr  j  for  centaries, 
wwild  skew  that  oor  interest  r^qeired  tht 
maintcimice  of  a  baleittce  in  the  North. 
Id  Itrmer  4ifn«9>  hon^  eften  our  fleets  were 
engaged  ki  this  detifn,  and  what  we  sacri* 
ficed  to  it,  the  nobk  eaH  will  find  by 
nemeroiM  veluoieB  in  hn  elfioe ;  bet  now 
we  come  tardy,  repentant,  and  declare 
that  we  ha¥e  acted  open  impolitic  prmoi- 
pies-*-4hat  we  ought  not  to  leok  Ant  a 
iepply  ef  na? al  stores  fit)ro  two,  bat  frooi 
only  one  of  the  n^^itberw  powers;  and 
Ihet  power  necessarily  leagaed  with 
France,  to  defend  heneif  fnam  the  over- 
bearing wei^t  of  the  Rttsiian  empire. 
On  ail  these  groonds,  first  of  justice,  right, 
and  the  law  of  nations^  and  lastly,  even 
upon  political  considerattene,  I  feel  myaalf 
called  opon  to  aeppcrt  anv  meaMre  that. 
Mopping  fW  a  short  period  the  npid  tide 
of  events^  would  afibixl  a  breathing  time  to 
enable  ministers  to  reflect  upon  the  cense- 
4|ttcnce8  of  the  step  they  are  now  taking; 
and'te  pease  before  they  employ  the 
Britbh  tlagto  coyer  projects  so  diigracefal, 
wfaieh  excite  the  disgust  ami  ab))ort«nce 
ef  nwiety  nine  hondredths  of  the  natires 
of  the  <e4Tilized  World.' 

The  Eatl  of  Uverpooi  9kvi,  the  qeestion 
which  tb<ey  were  dtscmsing  might  be  con- 
eidered  in  two  Iight9-*>the  one,  th«  way  in 
which  it  had  been  argeed  by  the  nobk 
earl  end  noble  baron  opposite.  First,  how 
ikf  the  cewion  of  Norway  by  Denmark  to 
Sweden,  was  agreeahle  to  the  law  of 
nations;  and  ne^t,  how  for  we  were  justi- 
fied by  the  Treaty  which  we  bad  entered 
into  with  Sweden,  in  assisting  that  powor 
to  obtain  nossession  of  Norway.  The  ether 
groond  which  hevheeld  bccopy  was  more 
narrow,  but  in  his  ophiton  fully  suftlcient, 
eyen  admHting  the  foree  of  the  general 
arguments  employed  by  the  noble  lordS) 
to  bear  hfm  out  in  his  opposition  to  the 
notion;  namely,  h6w  the  qeestton  stood 
6n  the  special  circaniMances  of  the  case. 
Eren  it  all  the  general  principles  laid 
down  by  the  noble  lords  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  ttue,  he  Would  still  contend,  that 
there  were  special  e'nrcumstanoes  hi  ^is 
case  to  which  thebe  principtea  were  not 
applicable.  Before,  howevier,  he  came  le 
lay  ainy  thing  on  the  subject  of  Ib^  general 
^mbcifSlev  on  which  the  noble  lorda  in» 
~ » be  wonld  firat  explain  the  atatt  of 
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fiiCts  re«pec1jng  the  circomatances  under 
which  the  cesaioo  ef  Norway  was  made. 
M  mm  early  pert  of  the  laM  campaign  a 
great  part  of  the  Swedish  and  Russian 
tfioops  were  employed  agatnatthe  king  of 
BeBinark.  Hoktein  was  eenquered  by 
that  army,  Gluekstadt  came  into  its  pos- 
session, and  Jotlaiid  ley  entirely  open  te 
myasion.  The  king  ef  Denmark,  far  the 
purpose  ef  aarinf^  the  remaining  part  of 
his  dominiona,  aM  of  recoyering  the  pos^ 
session  of  Holaiein  and  Gluekstadt,  thought 
proper  te  make  a  cession  Of  Norway% 
What  did  Sweden  do  on  this  eccksion  t 
Tbe  good  faith  of  that  power  was  cea^* 
cttouB^t  flare  up  Gluekstadt  and  Holstew^ 
and  it  eande  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
which  it  was  bound  by  die  Treaty  to  pay. 
He  mentioned  iheae  facts  te  let  them  aee 
how  the  case  actually  stood  betweett 
Sweden  and  the  allies,  and  Denmarb 
Sweden  had  already  de  factQ  made  the^ 
aacrifioe  which  abe.  Was  called  on  to  make 
to  Denmark  as  tbe  price  of  the  cession. 
The  principal  foundation  on  which  the 
doctrine  maiirtained  bv  the  noble  lorda 
rested,  was,  that  though  a  country  miffht 
cede  a  part  of  its  dominions  to  another 
power.  It  was  optional  with  that  part  so 
ceded,  whether  or  not  it  would  rtceire  its 
new  roaster.  On  this  subject  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  fordships  to 
what  had  been  already  stated  by  his  noble 
friend,  that  nbt  naeraly  in  one^  but  in 
erery  treaty  of  peace  which  had  been 
cencivded  in  Europe  fore  long  time  back, 
the  principle  waa  universally  acted  oa» 
that  a  country  had  a  right  to  cede  a  part 
of  its  dominioiM  for  the  safety  of  the  re«> 
mainder,  and  that  this  cession  was  good 
nnd  bwiding  both  on  the  party  ceding^ 
and  the  party  eeded^  He  admitted  that 
there  were  meny  cases  where  a  country 
had  a  right  net  to  receiye  its  new 
master.  No  aoyereign  coukl  cede  to  ano* 
ther  rights  which  he  did  not  posaeaa 
himself.  No  aoyereign  had  a  right  to 
cede  a  part  of  his  deminiooi  without  an 
adequate  necessity.  And  e  cession  might 
be  toads  under  cirvumstaoccu  which  might 
justify  resistance  en  the  part  of  the  ceded 
ceumry.  But  with  all  these  Kmitationa  be 
coald  not  balieve/  that  the  principle  which 
bad  been  acted  on  in  every  treat^»  could 
with  any  Jnstiee  be  called  in  ^nestien.  It 
could  not  be  mid^  that  ^le  kw  ef  Den* 
maiic  in  this  ease  cedftd  any  righto  which 
be  himself  did  net  peuBess.  Tim  kinff  of 
Denmark  was  perhaps  the  only  absolute 
soytreign^  by  kw»  at  presuM  in  Europe. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


799]        HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 


Earl  Qre/i  Motkm  raptetmg  Mc 


[800 


Any  person  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
trantactions  of  1660,  when  the  whole 
power  was  ceded  to  the  king  of  Denmark 
Dy  the  nation  withoot  controul,  mast  allow, 
that,  excepting  perhaps  the  empire  of 
Kassia,  Denmark  was  the  only  state  of 
Europe  in  the  government  of  which  there 
was  no  principle  of  limitation.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  then  as  to  the  power 
and  the  right  to  cede.  And  with  respect 
to  the  necessity  for  the  cession,  there 
could  also  be  no  doubt  that  a  larger  and 
more  valuable  part  of  the  state  was  pre* 
served  which  bad  been  conquered  than 
the  part  ceded ;  (or  with  the  exception  of 
the  island  of  Zealand,  the  whole  of  the 
Danish  dominions  were  either  conquered 
by  or  lav  open  to  the  enemy.  As  far  as 
respected  revenue  and  resources  of  every 
description,  the  part  which  was  in  posses* 
aion  of  the  enemy  was  fully  as  valuable  as 
the  part  which  was  ceded.  In  revenue  it 
was  certainly  more  valuable.  It  had  been 
stated  by  his  noble  friend,  that  there  never 
perhaps  was  a  case  of  a  cession  in  which 
the  power  to  which  the  cession  was  made 
had  offered  so  much.  An  offer  had  been 
made  to  the  people  of  Norway  to  allow 
them  either  to  be  governed  by  the  exist* 
ing  laws,  or  to  be  incorporaied  with  the 
constitution  of  Sweden.  If  the  principle 
of  cession  was  applicable  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  in  the  present,  and 
there  never  was  a  case  which  could  be  con* 
sidered  less  in  the  light  of  a  grievance 
than  the  particular  one  under  considenu 
tion.  But  it  was  said,  the  people  of  Nor- 
way had  not  chosen  to  accept  the  offer 
of  Sweden.  They  vi^shed  rather  to  be 
under  their  present  despotic  government, 
than  live  under  the  government  which  had 
made  them  so  liberal  an  offer.  Much  had 
been  said  by  the  i^oble  lords  of  the  virtues 
of  the  people  of  Norway.  He  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  join  in  the  praises  which 
had  been  bestowed  on  the  character  of 
that  nation.  But  when  the  noble  lords 
spoke  as  they  did  of  the  people  of  Norway, 
it  seemed  as  if  they  supposed  that  war 
was  now  made  on  Denmark  for  the  first 
time,  and  that  we  had  received  no  injury 
from  that  power.  Norway,  as  a.  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Denmark,  had  been  at 
war  with  us  for  a  period  of  eight  years* 
In  that  war,  Norway  had  done  ns  ten 
times  more  mischief  than  all  the  rest  of 
the  Danish  dominions ;  not  from  any  par- 
ticular enmity  on  the  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  th^t  country,  but  from  the  with* 
holding  naval  suppliesi  and  from  the  nam* 


ber  of  harbours  which  gate  them  a-power 
of  molesting  our  trade.  Afbr  submitting 
to  a4:ertain  dominion,  and  making  common 
cause  with  that  dominion  during  the 
whole  of  the  war,  had  Norway  a  right 
now  to  erect  itself  into  an  independent 
kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  allies  from  receiving  a  compensation 
for  the  conquests  made  by  them  from  the 
state  to  which  it  belonged?  When  the 
noble  lords  talked  of  the  nation  declaring 
itself  independent,  to  the  injury  of  the 
general  arrangement,  he  wished  to  pat 
them  in  mind,  that  such  a  fJeclaration  of 
independence  ought  to  have  been  the 
free,  clear,  and  spontaneous  will  of  the 
nation  itself,  and  not  to  have  been  encou- 
raged and  created  by  foreign  influence  and 
foreign  intrigue.  He  denied,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  that  they  had  a  right  to  make 
such  a!h  assumptipn,  as  that  this  declara* 
tion  was  the  free  act  of  the  nation.  Some 
time  before  the  end  of  the  war,  the  king  of 
Denmark  sent  the  presumptive  heir  of  his 
throne,  with  full  powers,  into  Norway,  as 
regent  of  that  country.  After  the  cession  of 
Norway  every  condition  entered  into  by 
Sweden  had  been  fulfilled.— Had  Denmark 
done  her  part?  Had  the  fuirces  of  Norway 
been  put  into  the  power  of  Sweden,  in  terms 
of  the  treaty  ?— No ;  Prince  Christian,  the 
presumptive  heir  of  Denmark,  immediately 
proclaimed  Norway  an  independent  counr 
try,  calling  himself  still  presumptive  heir 
of  Denmark,  and  Prince  Regent  of  Nor- 
way. If  the  court  of  Copenhagen  was 
privy  to  this,  it  wa»  acting  with  the 
greatest  duplicity  and  falsehood.  If  it 
was  not  privy,  this  was  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion on  the  part  of  Prince  Christian.  He 
had  merely  a  delegated  authority,  and  yet 
he  ventured  to  resist  every  command  of 
his  sovereign.  But  this  was  not  the  act  of 
one  individual  alone.  There  were  a  num* 
ber  of  Danes  at  present  in  Norway:  per- 
sons who  had  no  property  in  thatcooniry, 
or  business  in  it,  except  as  agents  to  the  . 
king  of  Denmark,  for  the  purpose  of  stimu- 
lating the  Norwegians  to  this  act.  This 
person  had  no  right  to  issue  such  a  pro* 
clamatiqn.  Would  it  not  have  been  In 
the  power  of  the  kine  to  have  called  adiet, 
to  see  whether  the  innabitants  of  the  coun- 
try were  or  were  not  willing  to  agree  to 
the  cession  ?  But  what  was  done  in  this 
case?— A  proclamation  was  first  issued, 
and  then  a  diet  was  called  to  regulate  the 
internal  government.  He  knew,  in  point 
of  fact,  that  every  means  bad  been  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  deluding  th«  Nprwe^ 
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giatis-rthni  they  bad  been  kept  la  the 
diark— thai  the  proclamation  of  the  king  of 
SiTidea  had  been  suppressed  by  the  go* 
▼ernmeot-'and  that  the  inhabilaots  were 
led  to  believe  that  the  people  of  Ensland 
were  favourable  to  them.   Prince  Christian 
declared  to  the  diet,  that  he  was  sore  of  the 
aMistance    of  the   British    government; 
with    these    facts-* the   employment   of 
foreign  agents,  the  suppression  of  facu« 
and  the  unfounded  communications,  would 
any  person  pretend  to  say  that  this  could 
be  compared  to  a  seneralrisingof  a  people  ? 
The  noble  lords  had  taken  it  for  granted 
that  the  genera]  sense  of  the  people  of 
Norway  was  averse  to  Sweden ;    but  be 
could  say,  that  there  were  parts  of  Norway 
of  considerable  extent  perfectly  willing 
to  agree  to  the  connection.    The  noble 
lord  who  spoke  first  in  the  debate  com- 
pared this  case  to  that  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal.    But  he  contended   there  was  no 
analogy  between  them.     In  the  case  of 
Spain,  it  was  not  a  cession  made. to  save 
any  part  of  the  dominions,  or  in  a  period 
of  war,  but  in  profound  peace.    In  every 
part  of  the  case  it  was  different.    Spain 
was  not  at  war  with  France,  but  in  a  state 
of  profound  peace,  and  the  vilest  treachery 
was  employed  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the    measure.     The.   cession  was   made 
by  the  king,  not  in  his  own    country, 
but  when  he  was  a  prisonei'  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  when  ne  was  subjected   to 
threats  and  menaces.    7he  king  of  Den- 
mark   was    an    absolute   monarch,    but 
the  kingdom  of  Spain  was  not  an  ab- 
solute power;    and   upon  a  former  well- 
known  occasion,  when  a  new  dynasty  was 
introduced,  it  was  found  necessary  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom. 
With  respect  to  the   manner  in,  which 
Sweden  had  executed   her  part  of   the 
Treaty  with  this  country^  he  had  only  to 
say,  tliat  we  had  been  most  amply  paid  by 
the  services   received  by   the    common 
cause  from  tha^  power,  for  the  money  ex- 
pended for  the  sake  of  these  services.  The 
noble  lords  seemed  altogether  to  have  for- 
gotten the  proclamation  of   the  French 
ruler;  they  seemed  to  have  forgotten  the 
operations  which  preceded  the  battle  of 
Leipsic ;  they  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
the  part  acted  by  the  Swedish  troops  at 
the  battle  of  Leipsic.  •  But  then,  it  was 
said,  the  Swedish  troops  were  directed  to 
Holstein,  when  they  ought  to  have  been 
marched  into  France.    It  might  be  a  ques- 
tion  how  far  it  was  advisable  to  send  the 
Ihfvedish  troops  to  Holstein ;  but  we  had 
(VOL.]ttVlI.) 


no  right  to  oomplain  now  of  that  measu^ 
because  it  was  taken  wjtb  the  consent  and 
good  will  of  the  Allies.    The  emperor  of 
Russia  put  also  under  the  Prince  Royal  of 
Sweden  a  considerable  part  of  his  fbrcea 
upon  this  occasion.  Why  were  Holstein  and 
Gluckstadt  not  in  possession  of  the  Swedes 
at  this  moment?  Because  the  Prince  Royal 
gave  them  up,  to  be  nearer  the  scene  of 
action.    The  noble  earl  had  alluded  to  a 
certain  paragraph  in  a  newspaper,  which 
he  stated  to  have  been  published  under 
the  influence  of  the  Prince  Royal.     It 
would  not  be  expected  that  on  a  subject 
like  this  he  would  venture  to  make  any 
explanation    on    the    present    occasion! 
That    there  might    not  have  been   dif- 
ferences among  the  members  of  this  con- 
federacy, he  was  not  prepared  to  assert* 
But  he  would  be  glad  to  know  when  there 
had  ever  been  an  extensive  confederacy  in 
which  differences  of  opinion  did  not  exist; 
but  there  never,  perhaps,  were  so  few  as 
in  the  present.    And  why  were  there  so 
few  ?  Because  there  never  was  such  a  dis- 
position to  bear  with  little  evils,  differences, 
and  inconveniencies,  rather  than  lose  the 
main  object;  and  with  this  great  view  they 
resolved  to  sacrifice  every  thing  subordi- 
nate.   A  good  deal  had  been  said  of  the 
impolicy    of   strengthening   Sweden^    a 
power  which  in  the  course  of  time  would 
again  be  connected  with  France.    But  if 
the  measure  of  the  Swedish  alliance  was 
advisable    in    the    circumstances    under 
which  it  was  entered  into,  he  was  certain 
that  their  lordships  would  not  wish   to 
abandon  the  alliance  now,  and  to  refuse  to 
perform  our  part  of  the  stipulations,  even 
if  it  should  no  longer  be  advantageous  for 
us.     But   the  case  of  Sweden  was   now 
much  altered  from  what  it- was  formerly* 
Then  Finland  made  a  part  of  that  country, 
which  it  did  not  now,  and  this  made  a 
great  alteration  in  the  policy  of  ihat  coon- 
try.     On  the  whole,   he  Would  conclude 
with  again  observing,  that  Denmark  had 
made  peace  by  ceding  one  of  her  pro- 
vinces— that  that  province  had   resisted 
the  cession — and  he  wished  their  lordships^ 
therefore,  to  arm  the  executive  govern- 
ment with  such  power  as  would  enable 
thenw  in  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of 
the.  Treaty  with  Sweden,  to  bring  this 
matter  to  an  adjustment. 

Lord  Hoiland  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  lordships  to  the  motion  be- 
fore them;  which  was,  for  an  Address 
merely  to  suspend  an  act  of  the  last  ex- 
tremity of  war,  while  a  n^goeiaUon  was 
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pending.  The  defence  of  the  noble  earl 
amounted  to  this  :  we  by  our  Treaty  have 
put  you  into  this  dileninia>  which  will  at- 
tach a  stain  on  you  in  all  time  coming. 
Yon  must  either  do  this,  or  you  must 
break  your  faith  to  the  party  with  whom 
you  entered  into  the  Treaty.  With  re- 
spect to  the  expression  in  the  Treaty,  that 
recourse  was  not  to  be  had  to  force,  except 
Denmark  refused  to  accede  to  the  alliance 
— what  was  to  be  understood  by  it  ?  Had 
Denmark  refused  to  accede?  No!  Then 
we  were  not  called  upon  to  co-operate 
with  Sweden  against  Denmark.  The 
Treaty  said,  that  recourse  was  not  to  be 
had  to  force  if  Denmark  acceded  to  the 
'  alliance ;  but  it  did  not  say  that  if  Den- 
mark pleased  to  cede  Norway,  that  then 
recourse  was  to  be  had  to  force.  The 
noble  lord  had  insinuated,  that  it  was  not 
Norway  that  was  resisting  the  cession,  but 
that  every  thing  took  place  under  the 
cover  of  Denmark.  Then  ihey  ought  to 
adrise  the  Prince  Regent  to  declare  war 
against  Denmark.  This  might  be  a  rea- 
son for  making  war  against  Denmark,  but 
was  no  reason  for  declaring  war  against 
Norway  as  an  independent  country,  unless 
we  had  guaranteed  to  the  Swedes  the  quiet 
possession  of  (hat  country.  The  noble 
lord  had  proclaimed  the  numerous  advan- 
tages which  the  common  cause  had  derived 
from  Sweilen  ;  but  he  had  not  said,  that 
It  performed  the  strict  words  of  the  Treaty. 
When  Sweden  called  on  us  to  fulfil  our 
part  of  the  Treaty,  we  ought  in  turn  to  an- 
swer—we will  do  you  a  great  deal  of  good 
loo,  but  not  in  the  way  of  the  Treatv— 
we  will  not  assist  in  the  subjugation  of  an 
independent  people  to  your  dominions.— 
If,  continued  his  lordship,  either  the 
letter  of  the  Treaty  did  not  compel  us  to 
proceed  in  the  most  odious  acts  of  hostility 
i^inst  Norway ;  or,  secondly,  if  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  Treaty  had  been  proved,  as 
he  trusted  this  night  they  had,  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  law  of  Europe;  or, 
thirdly,  if  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty 
had  not  been  fulfilled  by  Sweden;  if 
any  of  these  cases  had  been  made  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  their  lordships,  he 
thought  they  must  vote  for  the  Resolution 
of  his  noble  friend.  Nothing  but  the  ab- 
aolute  necessity  of  the  case,  or  the  strict 
letter  of  our  engagements,  could  possibly 
induce  us  to  fulfil  such  a  Treaty  as  this, 
wbich>  by  the  acknowledgment  even  of 
noble  lords  who  defended  it,  was  contrary 
to  the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  man- 
kind,  and  was,  at  the  tame  time»  in  direct 


violation  of  the  established  principles  and 
practice  of  all  civilised  nations.  The 
noble  lord,  who  spoke  last^  had  stated  only 
one  thing  which  seemed  to  him  to  have  a 
shadow  of  argument.  It  was,  that  Nor- 
way, who  had  made  war  against  thia 
country  as  a  province  and  a  dependency  . 
of  Denmark,  had  no  right  to  set  herself 
up  as-  an  independent  power  to  evade  the 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  which  had  been 
concluded  between  the  Allies.  He  would 
not  enter  into  the  grounds  on  which  the 
war  had  been  all  along  carried  on  between 
this  country  and  Denmark,  nor  would  be 
speak  of  the  opinion  which  he  himself 
had  occasionally  entertained  of  the  justice 
of  those  grounds :  but  he  supposed  it 
would  be  argued  (and  it  ought  certainly . 
to  be  so  argued),  that  we  had  carried  on  a 
defensive  war : — was  it  then  right,  was  it 
our  duty  to  ingraft  on  a  defensive  war,  a 
war  merely  of  oflTence,  a  war  of  the  most 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  interference,  and 
accompanied  with  every  extremity  of 
suffering  by  which  war  could  be  aggra- 
vated? He  wished  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  heard  him,  that  the 
motion  of  his  noble  friend  went  not  to 
break  the  Treaty,  but  merely  to  suspend 
its  execution  while  the  negociations  were 
still  pending,  or  till  some  other  amicable 
arrangement  could  be  made,  or  till  the  real 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Norway  could 
be  fiilly  ascertained.  But  the  noble  earl 
(Liverpool)  resisted  any  auch  delay  or  in- 
quiry; because,  he  says,  the  people  of 
Norway  are  not  actually  averse  to  the 
change,  except  in  consequence  of  the  arti- 
fices which  have  been  used,  and  the  mis- 
representations which  have  been  made  to 
them.  Oh,  but  then  the  noble  earl  will 
state  the  grounds  and  justice  of  the  case 
more  clearly  to  them— be  will  make  out  a 
most  clear,  and  convincing  case  by  inva- 
sion, by  famine,  by  the  infliction  of  all 
the  miseries  and  horrors  of  war,  and  by 
the  imposition  of  a  hateful  foreign  yoke* 
Oh,  no;  we  are  again  told  it  was  no  such 
thing ;  but  they  were  to  exchange  their 
old  despotic  government  for  a  free  con- 
stitution. He  conceived  that  nothing 
could  be  more  correct  than  what  had  been 
stated  by  his  noble  friend  to-night;  that 
he  could  form  no  idea  of  a  free  constitution 
established  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  by 
a  foreign  force,  by  menaces  and  terror* 
Ministers  were  indeed  indignant  at  the 
parallel  drawn  between  Spain  and  Nor- 
way. No  doubt,  there  was  a  difference 
in  many  partkular  circumstances;   bm 
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they  agreed,  tnd  were  strictly  the  same 
in  that  great  leading  point,  of  a  foreign 
'gofernment  imposed  opon  a  wbole-people 
against  its  will,  and  in  spite  of  the  most 
determined  resbtance.  'Tis  for  fr^e  con- 
atitntions;  the  parallel  held  here  too; 
for  a  free  constitution  was  promised  to 
.Spain  by  the  articles  signed  by  Bnona- 
^art6  at  Bayonne.  For  his  own  part,  he 
thought  that  aU  these  ciril  ceremonious 
professions  of  kindness  and  good  will  were 
only  adding  hypocrisy  alid  farce  to  insult 
and  injury.  He  would  rather  that  all 
such  acts  should  be  done  at  once  by  down- 
right force,  and  without  any  plea  or  pre- 
text of  right.  But  it  was  insisted  on,  that 
one  great  motive  for  the  transfer  of  Nor- 
way to  Sweden  was,  to  deliver  her  from  a 
despotic  government.  That  is  to  say,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Sweden  (of  whom  he  always  wished  to 
speak  respectfully  as  our  Allies),  had  such 
a  horror  of  despotic  power,  that  they 
could  not  resist  the  humane  inclination 
they  felt  to  relieve  the  poor  people  of 
Norway  from  the  political  slavery  under 
which  they  groaned.  The  same  argument 
was  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  Poland,  and 
in  the  case  of  Spain.  It  reminded  him  of 
a  story  which  he  had  heard  of  a  great 
man  at  the  head  of  what  was  called  the 
Coalition  Administration.  Thisnoble  person 
had  many  applications  made  to  him  for 
different  lucrative  offices  in  his  disposal : 
but  the  several  candidates  asked  for  them, 
aome  for  one  reason,  some  for  another,  but 
none  of  them  for  the  sake  of  the  salary. 
So  none  of  those  who  invaded  the  inde- 
pendence of  states,  or  did  things  the  most 
shocking  to  the  feelings  of  mankind,  ever 
did  them  but  for  the  good  of  those  on 
whom  they  inflicted  their  noxious  benefits, 
Norway,  it  seems,  however,  had  been  an 
eilemy  to  this  country,  and  had  done  us 
fionsiderable  injury.  Be  it  so.  But  in 
the  view  of  political  expediency  alone  he 
would  appeal  to  any  individual  in  that 
House,  whether  it  was  not  manifSest  and  in- 
disputable, that  Sweden  was  and  must 
always  remain  the  natural  ally  of  France, 
and  whether  it'was  prudent  in  us  to  throw 
this  additional  weight  of  maritime  power 
into  the  scale  against  ourselves.  But  Fin- 
land, says  the  noble  lord,  is  no  longer  a 
part  of  Sweden,  and  that  makes  an  entire 
difference  in  the  case.  He  (lord  Holland) 
kne^  that  Finland  no  longer  made  a  part 
of  the  dominions  of  Sweden,  and  he  would 
<Mly  wiggest,  that  if  a  little  conversation 
ware  to  take  place  on  the  manner  in 
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whieh  Finland  had  been  ceded  to  Russiit 
it  might  afiR>rd  a  means  of  making  some 
equitable  compensations,  and  getting  out 
of  our  present  difficulties.  He  under&tood 
the  noble  earl  (Harrowby)  to  say,  that  if 
he  had  no  other  alternative  between  the 
doctrines,  either  that  the  people  had  no 
right  in  any  ca^e  to  resist  the  transfer  of 
their  allegiance,  or  that  the  sovereign  had 
no  right  to  cede  his  dominions  to  a  foreign 
power,  he  would  prefer  the  former.  This 
appeared  to  him  an  extraordinary  proposi- 
tion indeed ;  for  it  went  to  this,  that  the 
right  of  sovereignty  was  vested  solely  in 
tb^  governors,  and  that  the  people  had  no 
right  or  interest  whatevei'  m  the  govern- 
ment to  which  they  owed  their  allegiance. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  with  ridiculing 
the  distinction  which  had  been  set  up  be- 
tween guaranteeing  the  possession  of  Nor- 
way to  Sweden,  and  guaranteeing  her  free 
constitution;  and  with  observing,  that 
when  high  sentiments  of  humanity  and 
justice  were  to  be  expressed,  this  was  gene- 
rally done  by  our  Allies ;  but  when  the 
hangman's  office,  the  devil's  business,  was 
to  be  undertaken,  the  odium  unfortunately 
devolved  upon  us. 

Lord  Barmgdon  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  vote  against  the  resolution ;  as^t  ap- 
peared to  him,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, impossible  to  adopt  any  course 
but  that  which  had  been  pursued  by  his 
Majesty's  government*  This  he  proceed- 
ed to  shew  from  the  words  of  the  Treaty^ 
the  original  copy  of  which  be  compared 
with  the  translation.  The  present>  be 
contended,  was  no  time  fpr  entering  inta 
the  policy  or  impolicy  of  the  Swediifh 
Treaty.  That  had  formerly  been  sub- 
mitted to  parliament,  and  received  their 
sanction.  The  cession  of  Norway  by 
Denmark  was  perfectly  consistent  wim 
public  law,  as  they  found  it  laid  down  by 
Vattel.  However  he  might  adopt  the 
feelings  of  the  noble  earl  who  had  brought 
forward  this  motion,  and  concurring  as  he 
did  with  many  of  the  principles  which  he 
had  laid  down,  he  could  not,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  agree  to  vote  for  the  Address. ' 

Earl  Grey  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  arguments  used  by  the  noble  lord  who 
had  just  spoken,  and  who,  having  admitted 
that  the  act  itself,  abstractedly  considered, 
was  indefensible,  contended,  that  it  was 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case ! 
Such  a  doctrine  liad  never  before  been 
held  in  a  British  parliament.  "  Fiat  jus- 
titia,  ruat  caelum,''  was  an  old  saying  and 
quotation ;  but  the  noble  lord  reversed  it. 
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and  his  maum  wan — "  ContQlt  your  in- 
tereat>  ruatjuMtiiiam.''  The  noble  earl  op- 
posite had  mtimatedj  that  the  conduct  of 
Norway  had  been  instigated  by  Denmark. 
Frbm  all  he  (lord  Grey)  had  beard  of  the 
character  of  the  existing  king  of  Denmark, 
he  did  not  belieTe  this  toibe  the  caste. 
The  fact  was,  that  Prince  Christian 
Frederick,  the  heir  apparent  of  the  crowns 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  had  been  sent  to 
Norway  to  organize  the  government ;  and 
that  on  the  abandonment  of  Norway  by 
Y  Denmark,  he,  in  virtoe  of  his  right  as  heir 
apparent,  had  assumed  the  regal  Cbnctions. 
Norway  was  a  distinct  kingdom,  and  could 
no  more  with  justice  be  conveyed  over,  as 
it  had  recently  been  done,  than  could  Ire- 
land or  Scotland,  or  Hungary  or  Bohemia. 
Suppose,  in  the  course  of  the  disastrous 
events'whicb  had  occured  in  the  late  war, 
France  had  required  that  we  should  cede 
Ireland,  would  such  a  cession  have  been 
considered  justifiable?  On  what  grbund 
could  the  interference  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  present  case  be  defended  r  Either  the 
people  of  Norway  were  generally  disposed 
to  be  annexed  to  Sweden,  or  they  were 
not.  If  they  were  bo  generally  disposed, 
surely  the  power  of  Sweden,  aided  by 
Russia,  would  be  sufficient  to  give  to  that 
disposition  the  means  of  effectually  mani- 
festing itself,  without  our  co-operation.  If 
they  were  not  so  generally  disposed,  what 
could  be  more  base  or  t>ppres8ive  than  the 
compulsion  attempted?  It  was  insinuated, 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  *'  liberal  con- 
stitution," as  it  was  termed,  had  been  cau- 
tiously prevented  from  publication  among 
the  Norwegians.  If  so,  let  the  troops  be 
withdrawn,  the  blockade  raised,  and  a  de* 
putation  sent  to  state  the  fact ;  and  if  the 
result  should  be  a  declaration  on  the  part 
of  the  Norwegians  of  their  disposition  to 
unite  with  Sweden,  he  should  be  perfectly 
satisfied.  He  regretted  that  the  noble 
earl  had  not  stated  whether  Sweden  had 
fulfilled  all  the  provisions  of  her  Treaty. 
It  was  indispensible  to  know  this ;  because 
if  sh^  had  not  done  so,  neither  were  we 
bound  to  fulfil  the  obnoxious  stipnlattons 
of  our  Treaty  with  her.  For  his  part,  it 
.  appeared  to  him  very  evident,  that  she 
bad  not  performed  her  undertaking;  and 
.  more  particularly,  that  since  the  rupture 
of  the  armistice,  Sweden  had  done  no- 
thing whateter  in  furtherance  of  the  com- 
mon object.  He  concluded  by  conjuring 
their  lordships  to  rescue  the  country  from 
the  odium  to  which  the  conduct  pursuing 
towarda  Norway  was  subjecting  it. 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  explanatioii, 
declared,  that  in  his  estimation  Sweden  had 
fulfilled  all  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty 
which-she  had  concluded  with  the  allied 
powers  ;  and  denied  that  he  had  imputed 
bad  faith  to  the  king  of  Denmark;  What  he 
had  said  was,  either  that  Denmark  had  in- 
terfered to  induce  Norway  (notwithstand* 
ing  the  cession)  to  resist  her  annexation 
to  Sweden ;  or,  to  which  opinion  he  wai 
much  more  strongly  inclined,  that  the  as- 
sumption of  the  government  of  Norway 
was  an  act  of  gross  usurpation  on  the  part 
of  Prince  Christian  Frederic. 

The  House  divided  on  the  motion. 

Contents  27,  Proxies  7 — 34 ;  Non  •Con- 
tents 86,  Proxies  2»— 115;  Majority  81. 

The  following  Protest  was  entered  'on 
the  Journals : 

"  Dissentient, 

"  Because  we  consider  the  attempt  to 
subjugate  Norway  to  the  crown  of  Sweden 
as  a  manifest  violation  Of  the  sacred  rights 
of  national  independence ;  and  wecannot  - 
reconcile  ourselves  to  combat  in  this  case 
the  same  principles,  in  defence  of  which 
his  Majesty  and  his  allies  have,  in  the  case 
of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  so  gloriously 
and  succesafully  contended.  &cause  it 
was  contended  in  debate,  and  to  our  ap- 
prehension not  sufficiently  answered,  that 
even  if  such  an  engagement  could  be  con- 
sidered as  lawful,  the  conditions  of  our 
Treaty  with  Sweden  had  no  view  to  the 
resistance  of  the  people  of  Norway  to  the 
proposed  cession  of  iheir  country  by  Dan- 
mark,  and  did  not  bind  us  by  any  obliga- 
tion of  good  faith  to  assist  in  reducing  by 
force  that  unoffending  and  independent 
people.  Because  we  cannot  see,  without 
the  deepest  ref;ret»  the  eniployroent  of  the 
British  Jlag  to  inflict  upon  a  people,  wbose 
friendship  it  is  the  natural  policy  of  this 
country  to  cherish  and  cuUTvaie,  the 
dreadful  calamities  of  famine,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  so  odious  and  unjcwti- 
fiable  a  projecL 

Aug.  FaBDEaicK.        Clifton. 

Will.  Frederick.       W.  Fitzwiuiaii. 

GrET.  STANaOPB. 

Essex.  Lauderdale* 

Grenville.  Norfolk*'' 
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CkMceUar  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the 
Hooae,  that  be  bad  a  Message  from  his 
royal  bigbness  tbe  Prince  Regent  to  ibis 
Hooie«  signed  by  bjs  Royal  Higbness; 
•and  be  preeenled  ibe  same  to  tbe  House ; 
and  it.  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  George  P.  It 

^*  Tbe  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  tbe  name 
and  on  tbe  bebalf  of  bis  Majesty,  baving 
taken  into  bis  conaderation  tbe  many 
eignal  victories  obtained  by  Field  Marsbal 
tbe  Duke  of  Wellington,  bas  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  him  tbe  rank  and  title  of  a 
Duke  and  Marquis  of  tbe  United  King- 
dom :  bis  Royal  Higbness  is  desirous  of 
further  manifesting  tbe  sense  be  enter- 
tains of  tbote  great  and  extraordinary  ser- 
vices which  have  exalted  tbe  renown  of 
Ibe  British  army,  established  tbe  inde* 
pendence  and  safety  of  Portugal  and 
Spain,  and  contributed  largely  to  tbe  pre- 
sent tranquillity  of  Europe. 

**  The  rrince  Regent,  therefore,  recom* 
mends  to  bis  Majesty's  faithful  Commons 
to  enable  bis  Royal  Higbness  to  grant  such 
annuity  to  Field  Marsbal  tbe  Duke  of 
Wellington,  'and  the  heirs  of  bis  body, 
who  may  succeed  to  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Wellington,  as  shall  tend  to  support  tbe 
bigb  dignity  of  the  title  ponferred,  and 
be  at  the  same  time  a  lasting  memorial 
of  his  Royal  Higbness's  feelings,  and  of 
the  gratitude  and  munificence  of  tbe  na- 
tion." 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-mor- 
row, resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  tbe 
whole  House,  to  take  bis  Royal  Higbness's 
said  most  giracious  Message  into  conside- 
ration. 

PRXMCE  RsCINT's  MESSAGES  RESPECT- 
ING   L0R1>S  LtnEDOCK,  HlLL,  AND   BsRES- 

roRD.]  Tbe  ChanccUor  of  the  Excheqtkr 
|ben  acquainted  tbe  House,  that  he  bad 
another  Message  from  his  royal  highness 
tbe  Prince  Recent  to  this  House,  signed  by 
bis  Royal  Higbness;  and  be  presented 
tbe  same  to  the  House ;  and  it  was  sead 
by  Mr«  Speaker,  as  follows : 

«'  George  P.  H. 
^*  Tbe  Prince  Regent,  acting  tn  tbe  name 
and  on  tbe  bebalf  of  bis  Majesty,  taking 
into  bis  consideration  tbe  distmgaisbed 
'  services  per£ormed  by  Thomas  Lord  Lyne- 
dock,  a  lieutenant  general  in  bis  Majes- 
ty's army,  in  tbe  course  of  tbe  war  in  Por- 
iegal  and  Spaini  aad  being  desirous  to 


confer  some  signal  mark  of  bis  favour 
upon  tbe  said  Thomas  Lord  Lynedock  and 
tbe  two  next  surviving  beirs  male  of  tbe 
body  of  tbe  said  Thomas  Lord  Ljmedock^ 
recommends  to  bis  Majesty's  laithfiil 
Commons  tbe  adoption  of  sucb  measures 
as  may  be  necessary  for  tbe  accomplish* 
ment  of  this  important  purpose.''    . 

Simitar  Messages  were  presented  re- 
specting  Lords  Hill  and  Beresford. 

Weights  and  Measures.]  Sir  Oeorge 
C/«ri(e  said,  that  from  tbe  inconvenience 
that  was  felt  in  tbe  northern  parts  of  tbe 
island,  from  tbe  difference  of  weights  and 
measures,  they  wisbied  for  a  more  uni- 
form system.  By  tbe  I7tb  Article  of  the 
Union,  it  was  agreed,  that  tbe  weights  and 
measures  should  be  tbe  same  in  England 
and  Scotland  ;  but  tbe  uncertainty  of  tbe 
standard  in  &igland  rendered  it  impoa* 
sible  to  carry  that  article  into  effect.  He ' 
would  therefore  move,  *'  That  a  com- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  tbe 
original  standards  of.  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures in  this  kingdom,  and  to  consider  the 
laws  relating  thereto ;  and  to  report  their 
observations  thereupon,  together  with 
their  opinion  of  tbe  most  effectual  meang 
for  ascertaining  and  enforcing  uniform 
and  certain  standards  of  Weigbu  and 
Measures  to  be  used  for  the  future." 

Mr.  Whiihrtad  highly  approved  of  the 
hon.  baronet's  object;  and  hoped  he 
would  be  more  successful  in  the  attain- 
ment of  it  than  bis  predecessors  in  tb^ 
same  effort.  The  regulations  at  present 
existing  were  extremely  inadequate,  evea 
as  they  related  to  fraudulent  weights  and 
measures ;  the  magistrates  being  merely 
empowered  to  seize  them ;  and  in  the  very 
act  of  doing  so,  they  not  nnfrequcfntly 
rendered  themselves  liable  to  tbe  operation 
of  other  laws. 

Mr.  D.  Qid^  warmly  supported  tbe 
motion;  contending  that  nothing  could 
be  productive  of  more  general  benefit  tbaa 
tbe  establishment  of  tbe  regulations  wished 
for  by  tbe  hon.  baronet. 

Tbe  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed. 
# 

Copy  Rights.]  Mr.  D.  Oiddj^  said, 
that  tbe  subject  of  copy-rights  had  been 
considered  in  a  committee,  both  as  it  re- 
spected the  claims  of  universities  and  the 
rights  of  authors.  Universities  had  long 
claimed  and  exercised  a  right  of  receiving 
copies  of  all  works.  With  respect  to 
auttM>n»  it  was  for  a  tong  time  thought 
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that,  aolets  the  work  was  entered  at 
Stationers'- ball,  they  could  not  claim  their 
right.  Tha  contrary,  however,  was  da* 
cided  at  common  la#;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  the  proprietors  of 
works  suffered  much  hardship  by  being 
obliged  to  deliver  to  the  Universities  a 
certain  number  of  copies,  which  were 
often  very  expensive,  and  the  sale  of 
which  was  very  limited.  With  respect  to 
the  copy-right  of  authors,  different  views 
"were  taken  of  the  subject.  Some  thought 
that  they  had  a  right  in  perpetuity,  while 
others  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  t>e  suf- 
ficient to  a  certain  extent.  The  law  now 
was,  that  the  author's  right  existed  for  1 4 
years  only.  The  class  of  books  which  the 
Universities  were  desirous  to  get,  were 
eucb  as  were  least  profitable  to  booksellers, 
and  it  was  a  hardship  on  them  ;  but  there 
were  other  books,  such  as  novels,  which' 
could  be  of  no  we  to  the  Universities. 
The  object  of  his  Bill  would  be,  to  enable 
the  librarians  to  call  at  Stationers' -hall  for 
such  books  as  they  may  desire  to  have. 
He  would,  therefore,  move,  '*  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
several  Acts  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning,  by  securing  the  copies  and 
copy-right  of  printed  books  to  the  authors 
of  such  books,  or  their  assigns." 

Sir  F.  Fiood  wished  to  know  if  the  Bill 
was  to  extend  to  Ireland.  He  hoped  the 
same  number  of  books  w'ould  be  continued 
to  the  Universities  in  that  country  as  here* 
tofore. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy  said,  at  present  there  were 
only  two  copies  allowed  to  Ireland  ;  and 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  number  would 
be  abridged*— Leave  given. 

HOLBOEN        AND        FlNSBURY       SeWBRS 

Amendment  Bill.]  Mr.  WhUbread  having 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  James,  Clerkenwell,  contributing  to 
the  sewers  rates,  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table, 
moved  the  second  reading,  which  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Mellish. 

Mr.  Byng  spoke  against  the  Bill.  He 
'  admitted  that  great  abuses  had  prevailed, 
atad  that  the  commissioners  had  improperly 
appointed  Mr.  Henley  to  be  clerk  and 
treasurer ;  but  he  contended,  that  the 
commissioners  were  competent  to  correct 
these  abuses. 

Mr.  WkUifreadt  in  reply,  stated,  that  the 
Bill  was  a  child  of  the  member  for  Mid- 
dlesex, but  that  he  had  deserted  his  off- 
spring.     He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  lakea 


up  the  Bill  as  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Luke, 
who  was  much  aggrieved  by  the  rates; 
and,  as  one  o(  the  constituents  of  the  hon. 
member  opposite  (Mr.  Mellish),  he  called 
upon  him  for  redress.  He  trusted,  from 
what  the  hon,  members  bad  said,  that  the 
House  would  support  the  Bill ;  as  his  boo. 
friend,  and  the  other  member  for  Middle- 
sex, had  both  admitted  that  great  abuses 
had  existed  under  the  preceding  com- 
mission; that  the  same  person  had  held 
the  office  of  cle^k  and  treasurer,  and  had 
thus  done  away  a  useful  check ;  that  al- 
though higher  and  more  frequent  rates 
than  had  ever  been  known  before  had 
been  levied,  a  debt  of  22,000/.  had  been 
incurred;  and  that  contributors  to  the 
rates  bad  been  denied  access  to  their  ac- 
counts. The  hon.  members  opposed  the 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  these  abuses  had 
existed  under  the  former  commission. 
He  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  no  doubt  that 
the  present  commissioners  were  all  ho- 
nourable men;  and  that,  although  most 
of  them  had  been  on  the  former  commis- 
sion, they  had  set  about  rectifying  some  of 
the  abuses,  especially  after  the  aggrieved 
inhabitants  had  determined  to  apply  to  the 
legislature.  He  had  heard  that  accounu 
had  been  made  out;  but,  be  must  com- 
plain, in  an  unsatisfactory  manner ;  as  ex- 
planation  respecting  the  22,000/.  had  been 
refused,  on  the  ground  that  the  present 
commissioners  were  not  answerable  for 
the  acts  of  their  predecessors.  He  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  did  not  call  upon  the  House  to 
retrieve  the  past,  bqt  to  prevent  future 
abuses.  Under  the  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
preceding  commissioners  had  committed 
abuses,  and  future  commissioners  would 
have  the  same  power.  For  several  years 
past,  a  ratQ  ofone  shilling  in  the  pound  had 
been  levied ;  which,  on  a  rental  of  upwards 
of  one  million,  had  raised  fifty  thousand 
pounds ;  a  sum  equivalent  to  what  bad 
formerly  been  sufficient  for  the  rate  of  se- 
veral years.  Less  work  had  beeo  done, 
and  more  money  expended.  I  had  been 
said,  that  all  amendments  should  apply  to 
the  sewers  laws  in  general.  It  might  be 
better  if  those  laws  were  to  undergo  a  re- 
vision ;  but  if,  in  1788,  it  had  been  found 
proper  to  pass  an  Act  for  tlM  Holborn  and 
Finsbury  district,  there  could  be  »o  ob- 
jection to  amend  that  Act  in  the  preaent 
year.  He  had  heard  that  500/.  bad  bean 
expended  \n  tavern  dinners.  It  was  not  fit 
that  a  public  body  should  incur  socb  ex- 
pences  as  tbey  would  not  have  done  iiL 
their  individual  capacity. 
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The  House  then  divided^  when  there 
were  49  for  the  Bill*  and  18  against  it. 
Majority  for  the  seoond  reading,  31. 

'       HOUSE    OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  May  II. 

Duke  of  Wellington.]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  said,  in  rising  to  propose  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Prince  Regent,  in  answer  to 
the  Message  sent  to  their  lordships'  House, 
on  the  subject  of  a  national  grant  for  the 
support  of  the  dignity  and  honours  of  the 
dukedom  of  Wellington,  so  little  did  he 
expect  any  opposition,  that  he  might,  in 
that  view  of  the  question,  content  himself 
with  a  bare  statement  of  the  nature  of  the 
grant  which  it  was  intended  to  submit  to 
their  lordships  consideration  at  thd  proper 
period.  But  though  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  dwell  at  any  great  length  op 
this  topic,  he  could  not,  in 'justice  to  his 
own  feelings,  pass  it  over  without  a  few 
observations. 

Their  lordships  must  be  well  convinced, 
that  the  present  times  must  form  a  grand 
epoch  in  the  history  of  this  country.  If 
they  now  looked  back  upon  the  times 
when  the  reputation  of  the  armies  of  this 
country  was  at  the  highest,  with  just 
exultation,*— if  they  regarded  those  periods 
as  the  great  epochs  of  the  history  of  this 
country, — they  wo^ld  naturally  refleot 
that  the  present,  times  would  be  regarded 
with  similar  feelings  by  their  latest  pos- 
terity. 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  their 
lordships,  that  no  very  long  space  of  time 
had  elapsed  since  it  had  been  supposed  by 
some,  and  had  been  industriously  held  out 
by  the  enemy,  that  the  warlike  character 
of  this  country  was  cooiined  to  one  element. 
It  had  been  tauntingly  said,  that  they  did 
not  dare  to  leave  their  ships  and  meet  the 
enemy  on  land  on  equal  terms.  It  had 
been  thought  that  our  military  rank  had 
decreased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
our  commerce ;  and  that,  though  our 
naval  strength  had,  on  account  of  its  con- 
nection with  our  commerce,  reached  a 
height  which  it  had  never  before  attained, 
our  military  prowess  on  land  bad  from  the 
aame  causes  visibly  declined.  How  erro- 
neously they  had  judged  who  had  enter- 
tained this  notion,  was  now  abundantly 
noanifiested.  They  had  seen,  that  by  the 
unshaken  perseverance  of  this  country; 
by  the  splendid  talents  of  the  illustrious 
person  who  bad  covunanded  bur  armies; 
Dy  the  admirable  skill  with  which  he  had 


employed  the  means  placed  in  his  hands ; 
by  the  good  conduct,  valour,  perseverance, 
and  abilities  of  those  who  had  beea 
engaged  with  him  in  this  great  work^-^. 
thev  had  seen,  that,  by  all  these  qualities 
and  circumstances  combined,  the  military 
character  of  the  British  nation,  by  land  as 
well  as  by  sea,  had  been  raised  to'  a  pitch 
of  renown  equal,  or  superior  to  that  which 
it  had  ever  before  at  any  period  attained, 
not  inferior  to  that  which  had  been  gained 
by  any  nation  of  the  world. 

In  considering  this  subject,  they  were 
naturally  led  to  look  back  to  the  period  of 
the  Succession  War.  No  man  wno  consi- 
dered the  dangers  which  had  been  averted 
by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
genius  with  which  he  had  adapted  the 
means  placed  in  his  power  to  the  object  for 
which  he  contended,  could  help  paying 
the  highest  tribute  of  applause  to  the 
memory  of  that  eminent  commander. 
But,  whether  they  considered  the  dangers 
which  had  now  been  averted,  the  talents 
displayed,  or  the  renown  which  had  been 
gained,  they  must  be  convinced  that  the. 
glories  even  of  that  brilliant  period  of  Bri- 
tish history  had  not  only  now  been 
equalled,  but  even  surpassed.  He  was 
far  from  undervaluing  the  service  which 
had  been  rendered  to  the  country  in 
checking  the  ambitious  projects  of  Louis 
14;  but  when  he  considered  the  events 
of  the  times  in  which  we  lived ;  when 
he  had  seen  the  whole  of  Europe  nearly 
subverted ;  when  he  saw  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, the  last  spoils  of  the  invader,  nearly 
overrun ;  when  he  looked  over  the  whole 
face  of  the  European  continent,  and  hardly 
saw  any  thing  but  France ;  when  he  re- 
flected that  tne  salvation  of  the  civilized 
world  was  to  be  contended  for  in  twq  cor- 
ners of  the  peninsula,  within  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras  and  the  limits  of  Cadiz — he 
was  compelled  to  state  his  deliberate  con-* 
viction,  that  a  greater  service  had  been 
done  to  this  country,  and  to  Europe,  than 
ever  had  been  rendered  by  any  of  our 
commanders  during  thd  most  admired 
periods  of  our  former  his^ry.  There  was 
no  coQiparison,  as  to  the  dangers  averted, 
between  our  own  times  and  those  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.  Their  lordships 
would  then  advert  to  the  renown  which 
had  been  acquired.  He  had  already 
stated,  that  no  one  could  rate  higher  than 
he  did  the  ability  and  services  of  the  duke 
of  Marlborough.  The  manner  in  which 
he  commanded  in  the  field,  the  skill  and 
talent  which  he  displayed  in  keeping  tb« 
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confederates  together,  and  in  turning  their 
exertions  to  the  best  account,  justly  enti- 
tled him  to  rank  among  the  greatest  cap- 
tains of  any  age  or  nation.  He  (lord 
Liverpool)  knew  how  few  had  commanded 
with  so  moch  success,— 'that  he '  nerer 
fought  a  battle  which  he  did  not  gain->- 
never  laid  siege  to  a  town  which  be  did 
not  take.  He  knew  the  magnanimity 
which  he  had  evinced,  the  difficulties 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  and  the  har- 
mony and  concert  which  his  talents  had 
maintained.  But  Marlborough  had  been 
opposed  to  Louis  14  in  the  decline  of. 
lus  power,  when  his  most  eminent  officers 
were  dead  or  unemployed,  and  when  mar- 
shal Villars  was  perhaps  the  only  very 
great  general  with  whom  he  had  to  con- 
tend. Let  their  lordships  then  look  at  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  opposed  to  Buona- 
parte in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  with 
not  only  France,  but  Italy,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  peninsula,  at  his  command. 
Their  lordships  might  remember  what 
was  the  state  of  Europe  four  years  ago, 
when  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Ger* 
many,  nay  the  whole  continent  almost, 
was  on  the  side  of  France,  when  nothing  re- 
mained of  £orope,except  Great  Britain  and 
the  space  within  the  lines  of  iTorres  Vedras 
and  the  limits  of  Cadiz.  Let  them  con- 
sider the  situation^of  the  cirHized  world  at 
that  period,  and  then  look  at  the  advance 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington  from  Torres 
Vedras  in  IBIO;  let  them  follow  his  steos' 
to  Cindad  Rodrigo,  and  Badaioz,  and  tne 
brilliant  exploits  there  performed ;  let 
them  then  follow  his  course  in  those  opera- 
tions which  closed  with  the  battle  of  Sala- 
manca;  let  them  next  trace  his  steps  to 
Vittoria ;  see  him  deliver  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal from  the  oppressor,  carry  the  war 
into  the  invader's  own  territory,  and  at  last 

21ant  the  British  standard  in  Bourdeaux* 
si  them  look  at  all  this,  and  say  whether 
the  renown  which  Vas  gained  had  ever 
been  exceeded  or  equalled  at  any  former 
peripd  of  our  history.  Let  them,  in  addi- 
tion ta  all  this,  consider  the  glorious  ex- 
ample thus  given  to  other  nations ;  that 
example  which  had  been  followed  with  so 
much  success,  and  had  led  to  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  whole  of  Enrope. 

If  ever  there  was  ao  occasion  which 
called  for  some  distinguished  exertion  of 
national  munificence,  some  mark  not  only 
of  the  approbation  of  the  sovereign,  but  of 
the  applause  and  gratitnde  of  parliament 
and  the  country,  it  was  this.  He  was 
aware  that  he  had  done  hot  little  justice  to 
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this  glorious  subject— but  l^tle  justice  to 
his  own  feelings:  but  in  speaking  on  such 
a  subject  at  all,  he  could  not  do  otherwiae 
than  say  so  much,  though  aware  that  he 
should  have  no  opposition  to  encounter. 
He  should  now  proceed  to  state  to  their 
lordships  the  particular  nature  of  the  grant 
which  was  proposed  to  be  made*  It  was 
to  be  brought  forward  in  the  shape  of  a 
Bill,  and,  as  their  lordships  knew,  most 
originate  in  another  place.  It  was  in- 
tended, then,  in  addition  to  the  parliamen- 
tary grants  already  t>estowed  on  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  to  make  a  further  grant  of 
10,000/.  a  year,  secured  upon  the  Consoli* 
dated  Fond.  This  annuity  would  be  at-, 
tached  to  the  dukedom;  but,  as  it  might 
be  desirable  that  it  should  be  laid  out  io 
the  purchase  of  some  considerable  landed 
property,  a  provision  would  be  introduced, 
giving  an  authority  to  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  ad- 
vance a  sum,  not  exceeding  300,000/. 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  any  estite  he  might  think  proper. 
In  proportion  as  these  300,000/.  were  ad* 
vanced,  or  any  portion  of  that  sum,  an 
equal  portion  of  the  annuity  would  be  sub* 
tracted ;  so  that  if  the  whole  amount  were 
paid  by  the  lords  commissioners,  the  pen- 
sion would  be  then  cancelled.  It  was 
thought  better  to  entrust  this  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  than  to  any 
commissioners  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment ;  as  little  advantage  had  been  foand 
to  result  from  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners both  in  the  case  of  lord  Nelson, 
and  the  former  grant  of  100,000/.  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  This  10,000/.  a  year, 
in  addition  to  the  4,000/.  a  year  already 

Cnted  by  parliament  upon  the  Consoli- 
ed  Fund,  and  the  100,000/.  would  make 
the  whole  amount  of  parliamentary  allow- 
ances bestowed  upon  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington about  17,000/.  per  annum.  His 
lordship  then  concluded  with  moving 
an  Adaress  to  his  Royal  Highness,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  most  gracious  Message;  as- 
suring him  that  their  lordships  would  cheer- 
fully concur  in  measures  to  enable  bis 
Royal  Highness  to  make  the  provisioa 
therein  required. 

The  Address  being  read ; 

The  Earl  of  Damtey  observed,  that  by 
the  few  words  he  should  say  he  meant  not 
to  interrupt  the  unanimous  vote  to  which 
the  House  was  about  to  proceed.  With- 
out wishing  to  enter  into  any  cotnparative 
view  of  the  merits  of  the  great  doke  of 
Marlboroogb,  whom  he  regarded  at  on» 
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of  the  greatest  military  and  political  cba« 
iracters  that  ever  existed^  be  would  express 
bis  approbation  of  the  proposed  arraoge- 
mentp  as  one  likely  to  meet  tbe  wishes  of 
the  country,  and  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
illustrious  object  of  it.  Still  he  would  re- 
commend some  more  substantial  and  last- 
ing monument  of  the  public  gratitude,  and 
one  calculated  to  illustrate  the  memory  of 
those  wh9  so  gloriously  fell  in  tbe  bat* 
ties  of  their  country ;  and  the  noble  lord 
seemed  to  think,  that  grants  so  conferred 
should  not  be  calculated  so  much  for  the 

S ratification  or  adrantage  of  the  indivi* 
ual,    as  for  a  manifestation  of  public 
gratitude. 

Earl  Sianhope  considered  the  statement 
of  the  noble  earl  who  moved  the  Address, 
relative  to  the  recent  danger  of  Europe,  as 
Tery  correct;  and  it  was  matter  of  exalta- 
tion, that  they  had  not  only  annihilated 
the  conquests,  but  had  destroyed  the 
power,  of^one  of  the  vilest  tyrants  that  ever 
existed,  who  made  war  merely  for  the 
pleasure  of  carrying  it  on,  and. for  the 
purpose  of  making  military  establishments 
to  injure  mankind.  He  approved  of  the 
intended  grant  to  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
which  he  thought  he  richly  deserved. 
But  the  best  monument  of  national  grati- 
tude,  he  thought,  would  consist  -in  neither 
lands  nor  houses.  They  should  recollect 
that  lord  Wellington  had  under  his  com- 
mand soldiers— English,  Scots,  and  Irish  ; 
and  they  were  the  men,  in  conjunction 
with  his  superior  talents,  who  gained  all 
his  victories.  Their  future  situation  and 
comforts  should  be  attended  to.  Among 
these  soldiers,  too,  were  many  Catholics, 
who,  now  that  the  danger  was  over, 
should  not  be  suffered  to  continue  the  ob- 
jects of  exclusion  or  oppression. .  Their 
lordships  ought  now  to  proceed  to  do  Jus- 
tice to  the  Catholics,  not  in  the  spirit  of 
prejudice,  but  with  a  prepossession  in  their 
favour.  Great  numbers  would  now  be 
paid  off;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  their  lord- 
ships to  protect  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
who  had  fought  their  battles  from  those 
worst  of  human  beings  pettifogging  attor- 
nies,  which  their  lordships  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  by  supporting  his 
Bills. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  ifar  preferable  to 
have  the  sum  of  300,000/.  as  proposed  for 
the  purchase  of  lands,  taken  from  the 
Sinking  rather  than  the  Consolidated  Fund ; 
and  this  he  thought  would  be  a  more 
marked  compliment  to  the  illustrious  ob- 
(V0L,2dVU.) 


jectof  the  grant,  as  it  would  form  the  only 
instance  of  an  issue  of  the  kind  from  the 
former. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  concurred  in  the 
eulogies  upon  the  merits  of  the  illustrious 
duke ;  and  adverted  to  the  situation  of  the 
numerous  sailors  and  soldiers  who  would 
thereby  be  thrown  out  of  employment, 
whose  cases  ought,  as  far  as  it  was  prac- 
ticable, to  be  considered.  Though  he 
greatly  wished  that  meritorious  and  gallant 
QfficeVs  should  meet  with. due  honorary- 
rewards,  and  he  particularly  estimated  the 
professional  characters  of  those  on  whom 
the  honours  of  the  peerage  were  recently 
conferred,  yet  he  deprecated  too  exten- 
sive or  frequent  an  addition  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House,  as  militating  against 
the  principles  of  the  constitution^  He  ad- 
verted to  the  long  interval  since  th4^ 
highest  rank  of  the  peerage  was  conferred  ; 
but  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  thePrinc^ 
Regent's  having  selected  one  so  highly 
worthy  of  the  honour  as  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, as  the  first  instance  during  so  long 
a  time.  He  highly  approved  of  tbe  prd- 
posed  grant,  and  were  the  amount  larger 
he  should  not  object  to  it ;  but  he  thought 
the  property  so  given  should  be  secured, 
for  the  support  of  the  high  dignity  con- 
ferred ;  and  therefore  was  of  V>pinion, 
that  the  esUtes  should  be  entailed,  with  a 
reversion  to  the  crown  on  failure  of  issue  ; 
and  he  hoped  that  when  the  Bill  was  in  its 
progress,  some  provision* or  bar  to  thalt 
effect  would  be  introduced. 

The  Address  was  then  voted  by  the 
House*  nem.  dit. 

Lord  Lynbdock.]  The  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  Message  of  the 
Prince  Regent  relative  to  lord  Lynedock* 
The  Message  being  read  by  the  clerk,      , 

The  Earl  of  Lmrpoof  would  trouble 
^he  House  with  a  very  few  words :  it  was 
perfectly  in  their  lordships'  recollection; 
that  sir  Thomas  Graham  had  been,  during 
a  considerable  period,  the  second  in  com- 
mand in  Spain  and  Portugal;  ^and  he  con- 
tinued in  this  station  till  the'  moment 
when  he  was  the  first  to  plant  the  British 
standard  on  the  territory  of  France.  The 
state  of  his  health  then  compelled  biro  to 
tender  his  resignation ;    but  the  distin* 

Siished  part  wnich  he  had  performed  in 
e  campaigns  of  the  peninsula  was  a  suf- 
ficient reason  for  recommending  him  to  the 
attention  of  parliament  on  the  present  oc- 
casion.    When    the   cooAtcr-rerolutloa 
(8G) 
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lorthhfp  toolt  ehte  oppotttiiklty  dF  itMiag; 
fiUit  Wrth  r^pect  to  the  two  otfaet  dMti* 
gtiiih^  oftceri  senrinf  dlldef  th*  dokt 
of  W6lliR|t6A,  Who  bad  been  so  jufttljr 
hoboored  by  the  Prince  Hegent  in  being 
raised  to  the  peerage,  they  were  in  eir« 
tmnttances  to  deeline  any  provision  bein^ 
tnade  for  them  by  parliament  He  had, 
therefore,  wHh  respect  to  them,  0{dy  to 
hope  that  they  might  long  enjoy  the 
hononnt  which  had  been  so  deservedly 
conferred  npon  them.  Hfe  lordship  con« 
cloded  by  moving  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  concurring  in  the  objetl 
of  his  Royal  Highnesses  Message,  fbr 
ma;king  a  provisiori  for  lord  Beresiord. 

Viscount   Maunijdy^  in  a  ftw   words, 
bore  testimony  to  the  merits  of  lord 
Beresford. 
Hie  Address  WM  a^eed  to,  near.  iU, 
Alt  the  Addresses  were  ordered  to  be 

6 resented  to. his  reval  highness  the  Prince 
legent  by  the  lords  with  white  staves. 


brolte  out  in  Holltod,  it  was  diotrght  ne^ 
cessary  to  send  a  person  there,  in  whoae 
judgment  and  abilities  the  government 
could  coilflde ;  and  though  hts  health  Was 
Ikr  ft-om  re-established  in  the  way  that 
bis  A-iends  and  the  country  might  wish, 
he  immediately  accepted  the  Command, 
nnder  personal  circumstances  peculiarly 
inconvenient  to  him.  His  achievements 
there  bad  not.  Indeed,  been  io  briHiant  as 
ebewhere :  but  no  blame  was  attributable 
to  him ;  he  stood  in  a  slioation  of  great 
delicacy,  and  it  was  Hot  possible  for  any 
one  to  act  with  more  s^billty,  judgment, 
temper,  and  moderation,  l^e  noble  lord 
then  concluded  with  moving  the  Address, 
Which  was  also  carried,  nem.  dit. 

IxiBD  Hill.]  The  Gari  of  Liverpool 
next  moved  the  order  of  tlie  day,  for  the 
Consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent's  Mes- 
sage  relative  to  lord  Hill. 
The  >Ieaage  having  been  tekA, 
The  Eari  of  lAtdrpo(A  observed  shortly, 
that  sir  Rowland,  ttow  lord  Hill,  had 
borne  a  dislingmsbed  command  under  the 
duke  of  Welnrigton  during  the  whole  of 
the  operatioiU  id  the  peninsula.  His  con- 
duct had  invariably  received  the  high  ap- 
probatioO  of  that  illustrious  commander, 
ftnd  l^fid  equally  ensured  him  the  lOve  and 
felpcct  of  the  Whole  army.  To  him,  in 
ease  aiiy  separate  operation  W^  to  be 
carried  on,  lord  Wellington  was  in  the 
Constant  habit  of  entrusting  the  cOmmftnd, 
as  an  officer  in  whom  he  placed  the  most 
^tire  confidence.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  concurring  in  the  ot^ct 
or  the  Messa^,  for  miking  h  provision  for 
lord  Hill  I  which  was  agreed  to,  nm.  du, 

Lom>  BaaEsVoRD.]  The  £arl  Of  Liver- 
pool then  moved  the  oider  of  the  day,  for 
^e  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent'a 
Message  relative  to  lord  Beresford. 
The  Message  having  been  read« 
The  Ekrl  of  ticerp^l  Observed,  that  the 
services  of  sir  William  Carr,  now  lord 
Beresford,  were  well  knowta  to  all  their 
lordships.  He  had,  however,  the  peculiar 
merit  of  having  trained  and  rendered 
efficient  the  Portuguese  army ;  the  Sol- 
diers of  which,  tinder  his  judicious  ma- 
nagement, had  fought  in  line  With  the 
British  troops,  abd  had  justly  earned  that 
meed  of  approbation  Whicn  had  beeli 
awarded  them ;  they  hliving  been  scarcely 
to  be  distinguished  in  their  conduct  ttom 
a^  loldiers  of  the  British  army«     Hii 


HalpPav  Oi'FiCEas.]  The  Duke  rf 
Norfblk  said  a  few  words  relative  ta  the 
situation  of  ottcers  in  the  army  and  navy 
who  had  served  their  country  with  aed 
and  fidelity,  and  whose  meriu  ought  not 
now  to  be  disregarded. 

The  Karl  cf  Ufoerpool  said,  that  th« 
subject  of  half-pay  was  now  under  the 
consideration  of  government ;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  some  measure  would  be 
adopted,  with  a  view  to  the  comfort  of  the 
meritorious  individuals  to  whom  the  noble 
duke  had  alluded. 


H0I)6£  OF  COMMONS. 

OanBHs  or  toa  Houaa  or  ComtoNs.} 
Sir  J.  tttu^port,  seeiOg*  a  right  bon.  genUe- 
man  connecud  with  the  home  department 
in  his  place,  wished  to  ask  from  him  some 
eitplanation  with  respect  to  the  nob-e^e- 
cution  of  an  Order  made  by  the  Mouse  of 
Commons,  abov^  six  weetoi  ago»  for  oef« 
tain  accounts  from  the  various  courts  of 
justice.  He  underatood  that  the  messen- 
ger of  the  Hottse  had  been  referred  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  in  the  cotirt  of  King%« 
bench.  He  wished  to  know  if  that  wit 
theiact? 

Mr.  tt.  AHHHigkm  replied,  that  havhm 
heiu'd  of  the  circumsunce  only  that  morn- 
ing, he  Was  fiot  prepared  folly  to  satisfv 
the  hon.  baronet.  He  did  undetstaodf 
however,  on  the  best  aothority,  thalitdid 
not  properly  belong  lo  tho  once  of  thi 
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S#crtUry  of  Smii  fotr  tkc  h^nie  4fpwt* 
mw^  to  «x«atte  ike  ijefcriptioo  of  ord«r 
lo  which  thii  biMi*  h«mi.e(  9llii4^4*  It 
va«  oojy  IB  tha  cmo  of  ao  addff 89  tf»  ^ 
^owo,  tbs4  Ui«t  office  WM  ho4»pd  tp  •)(«/> 
ci^te  iiusb  an  Ordtr  of  thf  H(nMe.  -  {{e 
bad  9wt  to  a»<:«rt«sp  ttip  aputaj  ^fwm^ 
itAocas.  of  tha  CM^^  bm  M  oot  y^tH" 
ceWad  any  pracUa  iofomauoiiu 

Sir  /•  NiVf9ir$  aicpr^«9ed  bia  aurpriaa  at 
avbai  had  fauaa  frovi  Uia  right  hoj|.  gaja^ 
llamaos  baviog  di^U^cdy  a|ldar^(iM# 
from  tw6*hoD.  friends  of  his  who  h^d  fw^ 
poaHy  hofQ  io  tba  ofima  af  iba  hoqif  de- 

SirtMeot,  that  aliboogh  tha  Orders  of  tba 
afsa  foot  fiMiodad  ooaoaddraaO  wara 
l»o^  aiifi»r^  by  Ibat  'd^artiP9aiPt»  tbay 
wai^  tra9s«uU«a  through  it*  Altbougb^ 
Ibarafor^f  tha  bofoa  drpaftAWol  waa  noi 
anairarable  for  iba  a^Mcatifo  of  iba  Ordor 
io  (]|^aaiitioiib  U  waa  in  ibat  tim  an^varabM 
/or  f is  traosmiwioQ*  Aa  to  lab^t  tUpm  t\^ 
)^nf  gaotlaoiao  bad  aaid  of  addf««iaa# 
every  one  mmK  faai  tba  i1l^^Y  aod  i»eaq*- 
vaoianao  tba^  woold  raaoJt  Arpio  praeaed- 
jog  by  way  of  94^99%$  m  all  a«iea  m 
yrUab  iiifarmatioii  wai  rf%oir#d  by  4ia 
liotua,  aiich  aa  ihai  tor  whioi  be  bf^  bad 
Iba  boQoar  to  i»o^  w  waaks  ago.  Af» 
Jkoiref er«  a  doabt  bad  beao  alarm  QfMi 
Iba  aot>ieot^  it  appaarod  0  bi<o  io  bo  in- 
iUi|Mui9abla  that  tbo  pJaawraof  the  Haoaa 
aboald  be  koowo  at  10  tba  hmkU  ao  wbidb 
dieijr  Ordors  ahonld  ins  axaciatad^ 

^r.  H>Mi  said*  tba4  dariog  (ho  ahori 
fftOMB  that  ba  bod  bad  tha  baaoar  to  hold 
o  aiMiatioo  io  tba  offico  pf  tha  boioa  da- 
partmeal»  that  ofRce  vf^§  tba  ragaiar 
iibaiuiel  for  tba  tratninii»»oo  of  all  <Mers 
of  ibo  HoiMa  af  CoiooMns  reiutiTia  to  iba 
internal  adpaipiMfalJao  of  tba  ooantry. 
He  also  recollected  a  particular  instance 
ibot  bad  aoMaqoMitly  oraatpedi  io  wbloh 
Iba  boaaa  4apartQMi»$  bod  «ffcatetad  o# 

24arof  tba  Hovaa  not  IbuBdad  09  ao 
draaffr  He  had  aiaipiy  MOfod  for  o  rof 
toro  10  ba  iMide  by  ibamrksof  the  ^9$€% 
0i  ^ho4tfibroot  ^roootks  of  EogtaodL  of 
tha  mtaibar^oif  poofpiaroia^  mwmA  Iumm 
^ifia  Ml  ^ha  joilaof  Aeif.  aaapoolavo  oaoo* 
ties.  This  Order  waa  oerrod  U  ibe  booae 
awiwatary^a  oflbaa^-^^fcaoi  iha/t  oCceit  ivas 
liiwaawftiwl  io  tho  ckriia  of  tbo  paaoa^r 
the  retarns  Moa  nario  to  iba  %ibif%x\  mi 
Jby  #baoAoo  nant  to  tbo  Hanaeof  €k>m- 
oiopf*  lEhai  w;ia«eaU/iiotoiigkt  nai^ 
ter^  It  involved  in  iu  darijaiin  fho  Am 
/fmdmr^  pf  «iU  ibo  fcortinoa  of  ibat 

The   Speaker  observed,   that  Jpo  fad 


U^y  if,  mh 
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thoogbt  it  bia  doty  19  ei^ira»  $•  veil  ns 
tbo  abort  <;<mpaw  of  time  arould  aiiofr 
hifo*  ii4o  the  cpone  of  the  axacqtipi)  af 
tbf  Ordors  of  th«  lipase.    Tba  apbjac^  waa 
of  graat  i«9pprtaooa>  wd  certainly  pf 
$om^  dii£i:oltyr    It  bad  been  ^ha  unifora» 
pr^ioa#  for  Ordara  of  the  Hoosa  which 
j^atad  tp  fioapco  tp  be  oarriad  by  tbo 
9arjaant  at  arins  to   tba  Treamry ;   aod 
tbo  Troaawyi  io  aid  and  as^^istan^f  of 
tboaa  Ordorsy  bad  oodertalMW  tp  cirf  ulat^ 
tbaio»  mi  to  transioit  tbam  to  Hba  difiiurent 
oSpas,  tQ  tba  pajrtii^ular  dep^rtfoa^ts  pf 
irhich  they  ratWred.    U  waa  soppo^d> 
tb^r^fpini^  that  other,  Ordaia  relating  tp 
ptvii^  ^tbopoh  i^ot  to  ^aocial  matters,  if 
oarriod  to  the  o^ca  ojP  the  Spcratary  pf 
Stala  fPT  tbo  boma  dajpartaoent,  wpoU  b^ 
cjroMioted  Olid  diatrwotod  in  o  similiar 
way.    In  that  ooiviaasioiv  tbo  neaiaii^ 
of  the  House  had  six  weeks  ago  canr^ 
to  tba  dR^^  4>f  tbo  homo  dopartoieot,  the 
Order  of  tbo  I}oimm  obtoi^d  by  tbo  b<W* 
barooat^  and  a#  it  oow  toropd  oyt  {|br  bo^ 
Iba  Sipaakar,  bad  but  ropeotly  baaa  op- 
quai^d  wUh  liie  Act),  (bat  fftasspogar 
bad  baao  tpid  by  a  /clorb  of  tha  o$co  ^ 
^rv  tba  Order  to  tba  clark  of  the  crowa 
in  too  court  of  Kiw Vbencb*    ii^  (tb# 
Speakpr)  poofeasad  loot  tbia  appeared  to 
bioi  Fpry  astomUbiog;  but  bo  aupppal^ 
^bM  tbp^lork  hi  tbo  pffico  of  tbe  boi9# 
dapartOMmt  did  ujaadvisodlir  tbifik  that  ai» 
Order  to  ail  tha  poarts  pf  joatipe  i^  tbo 
l/aitad  Kpgdom  was  properly  as^ved^  if 
$prved  00  iba  ckurk  of  J^  oroirA  10  tbf 
opiirt  of  Kiog's^baopb!  Wbao  tba  hoOf^ 
barpoat   ra^oivad  bif  motion,  tha  ordor 
laaa  oorriod  to  the  awa  office,  aod  fJm 
aapo  diroo^iooa  wore  pgain  gtvoo.    A( 
last,  the  olei^  of  tbo  cioirii^  probably 
ajarmod  ai  the  ctrcumitaooa*  b^ao  tp  ep*^ 
OHura  iikow  fre  waa  to  ciroplato  fois  Ordor^ 
^h  orere  tbo  plain  fact9  of  the  caaa-   U 
mm,  uo^uaetioftabiyi  of  Ibe  ^raata9t  ipii^ 
fioruo^  to  pvt  t^e  exaojutjoo  of  tbo  Or# 
darioftbpllooiieofCooMiMKia  ooagood 
hioA^g*    H^  bad  bafero  obaorred,  that  i| 
m»$  ibe  upifoiw  practioo  of  tba  Troaaory, 
in  aU  Oi4ers  or  tbo  Hoose  relative  to^ 
Aoaooo,  mabMriaUy  tp  aid  mi  foaiUtaio 
jboir  oibeoiitioo*.   If  tha  aaoio  aid  and  &* 
oiliiir  weae  ai^rdad  by  fcha  oifllpo  of  tha^ 
Sfimmsf  af  £to^  for  Ibo  boaaedeparu 
4oant#  i$  naoi^d  ho  MgWy  ^^i^antwooo 
to    tfa    i^oblio    aanrioe^     Tbo    Houso 
fvtaraaiad)  ofrara»  thai  tbobr  aothority  did 
jiot  4B  iba  aibgbir«t  d^pe  reatoo  sup^ 
aids    and  faciiitiefc    The  Ordera  whic^ 
4kf  MNlPt  It^r  iDP«iW^  if  ibPf  Aavfbi 
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fit,  execute  by  their  own  ferrants. 
But  then  came  this  practical  question-— 
shbuld  the  House  provide  a  sufficient 
number  of  messengers  to  carry  their  Or- 
ders all  over  the  kingdom*  or  would  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  ^he 
'home  depiartment,  and  the  other  offices, 
■by  affording  the  aids  and  facilities  afford- 
ed by  the  Treasury  in  financial  orders, 
abridge  the  difficulties,  shorten  the  time, 
and  lessen  the  expence,  of  the  execution  ? 
It  was  material  that  the  question  should 
not  remain  undecided.  With  a  riew, 
however,  to  ascertain  whether  some  mode 
could  not  be  devised  of  obviating  the 
existing  inconvenience,  it  might  not  be 
inexpedient  to  delay  for  a  few  days  any 
further  proceeding  on  the  subject,  leaving 
at  the  same  time  untouched  the  final  au- 
thority of  the  House  to  enforce  their  own 
Orders. 

The  Auamey  Gcntralhzd  the  satisfaction 
to  inform  the  hon.  baronet,  that  whatever 
mistake  might  have  taken  place  on  the 
aubject,  no  practical  inconvenience  was 
likely  to  result,  as  the  Order  was  in  the 
course  of  execution  in  the  various  iwurts. 

Mr.  H.  Addingion  repeated  what  he  had 
said,  of  the  sole  duty  of  the  home  depart- 
nent  being  to  execute  those  Orders  of  the 
House  which  were  founded  on  address, 
and  expressed  his  suspicion  that  the  Order 
adverted  to  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wynn)  was  of  that  description. 

Mr;  Ponionby  said,  that  the  authority  of 
the  House  to  enforce  a  return  to  its  Orders 
was  not  liable  to  contradiction  or  doubt ; 
and,  presuming  that  the  present  difficulty 
arose  out  of  misconception,  he  thought 
it  would*  be  better  to  defer  any  further 
agitation  of 'the  subject  for  two  or  three 
days;  persuaded  as  be  was. that  the  exe- 
cutive government  would  feel  that  it  was 
incumbent  on  them  to  aid,  b^  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  the  execution  of  the 
Orders  of  parliament.  The  only  effect  of 
their  not  doing  so,  would  be  to  increase  the 
expence  to  the  public  ;  for  as  the  Orders 
must  ultimately  be  executed,  the  House 
would  have  to  take  the  execution  into 
their  own  hands,  and  to  employ  for  that 
purpose  an  additional  number  of  servants. 

Mr.  Bathurst  observed,  that  the  Order 
was  a  general  one;  and  it  did  not  follow, 
therefore,  that  it  should  be  directed  to  one 
office  more  than  to  another.  If  the  pro- 
ceeding had  been  by  an  address  to  the 
crown,  there  would  have  been  no  diffi- 
culty. 

Sir  /•  Newport  repeated,  that  always  to 
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proceed  by  address  woold  be  so  to  muhi-' 
ply  the  business  of  the  House,  that  it 
could  never  be  gone  through  with*  And 
even  if  there  had  been ,  an  address,  what 
woold  have  been  the  mode  of  communica« 
tion?  With  the  Secreury  of  State  for  the 
home  department.  Did  not  thitt  distinctly 
mark  out  the  proper  channel  in  all  cases  I 
He  was  not  unwilling  to  consent  to  the  de- 
lay of  a  day  or  two ;  hoping,  that  in  that 
time  some  arrangement  might  be  mada 
conducive  in  all  respecu  to  the  public  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  Gou&um  observed,  that' the  honv 
baronet  should  be  aware,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  could  act  only  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command.  The  papers  procured 
by  that  office  were  procured  in  conse- 
quence of  the  royal  pleasure ;  and,  how*^ 
overanxious  that  department,  no  doubt, 
was  to  focilitate  the  public  service,  ha 
questioned  whether  it  could,  with  pi^ 
priety,  proceed  to  the  execution  or  an 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

The  Speaker  remarked,  that  there  waa 
no  doubt  that  papers  in  the  actual  custody 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home  de- 
partment could  be  obtained  only  by  ad* 
dress.  Perhaps,  after  what  had  passed,  tJhe 
best  way  would  be  to  let  the  matter  rest. 

Mr.  Wytm^  to  prove  that  the  Order  to 
which  he  had  adverted  in  the  course  of 
his  former  observation,  was  not  founded 
on  an  address  (as  intimated  by  Mr.  H. 
Addington),  requested  *  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  entry  in  the  Journals ;  which  the  Clerk 
accordingly  did  (  when  it  appeared  to  be 
a  simple  motion. 

Alter  a  few  words  from  Mr.  H.  Ad- 
dingten,  sir  A.  Pigot,  and  the  Speaker, 
the  conversation  was  dropped. 

Danish  Tssatt.]  Mr.  'WhUbread  wtsh^ 
ed  to  ask  the  right  hon.  aentleman  oppo- 
site, whether  a  paragraph  which  haa  ap- 
peared in  some  of  the  public  prints,  re- 
specting the  ratification  .and  exchange, 
about  the  19th  of  April,  of  the  Treaty  with 
the  Danish  government,  was  authentic  ? 

The  ChemoeUor  ef  the  Exckefuei^  replied  ; 
but  so  inaudibly,  that 

Mr.  WhUbread  proceeded  to  follow  hia 
first  ouestiou  by  another.  Hitd  there  been 
any  demur  in  the  ratification  ? 

The  Oumcelior  qf  the  Excheqiier  said, 
that  he  had  already  stated,  that  the  Treaty 
had  been  ratified. 

Mr.  WhiAread  apologiaed;  observing, 
that  heiiad  not  understMKl  the  right  hoiu 
gentleaaan.' 
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Mr.  Wym  desired  to  know,  whether 
there  had  been  any  alteration  in  the 
Treaty  previoos  to  it9  ratification  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  there  had  been  no  alteration  in  any 
of  the  articles  on  which  the  expected  de- 
bate of  that  erening  was  likely  to  tarn. 
The  only  alteration  respected  the  retro- 
cession of  the  Danish  colonies. 

Mr.  Wpm  expressed  his  disappointment 
that  the  papers^  which  related  to  the  order 
for  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Norway 
had  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  GwXbmn  apologised  for  the  circom- 
.  stance^  which  he  stated  had  arisen  out  of  a 
mistake. 

Mr,  Wynn  had  no  doubt  that  the  delay 
was  accidental.  It  .was  certainly  not 
regular  to  go  to  a  debate  on  a  subject,  the 
documents  respecting  which  were  not 
actually  before  the  House ;  nerertheless, 
as  their  nature  was  well  known,  it  might 
be  more  for  the  convenience  of  the  House 
were-  he  to  proceed  with  his  promised 
motion.  He  had,  howe? er,  no  objection 
to  postpone  it  until  the  papers  should  be 
presented  and  printed,  if  such  was  the  wish 
of  the  House. 

The  ChOKcUor  of  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  hon.  member  had  better 
proceed  with  his  motion  that  erening. 
He  would,  however,  hare  no  objection,  per- 
haps, to  allow  precedence  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Prince  Regent's  Messages, 
respecting- the  duke  of  Wellington  and 
lords  Lynedock,  Hill«  and  Beresford. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  a  moment  to  think  of  interposing 
any  subject  before  that  alluded  to  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

BuKBorWsiuKGTON.]  Th^  Chon^llor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  House 
should  form  itself  into  a  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
Message  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  relative  to  the  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Wellington. 

The  House  having  accordingly  formed 
itself  into  a  committee,  and  the  "Message 
of  the  Prince  Regent  having  been  read, 
^  The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  in 
rising  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
•  the' distinguished  services  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  which  bad  been  attended  with 
such  glorious  and  beneficial  results  to  this 
country  and  Europe  at  large,  it  vrould  be 
nonecessary  for  him  to  enter  into' any  detail 
of  vib%t  jras  already  so  well  Jmown  to 


every  member  of  the  House.  That  illus* 
trious general  had  gained  immortallionour 
to  himself  by  his  splendid  achievements, 
and  raised  the  military  renown  of  this  coun* 
try.  It  ill  became  him  to  read  a  military 
lecture  on  the  different  campaigns  in 
which  that  great  general  had  been  engaged^ 
By  a  succession  of  achievements,  on  the 
consideration  of  which  the  mind  was  lost 
in  admiration,  he  had  rescued  a  great 
empire  from  a  powerful  usurper,  and 
finally  restored  it  to  its  legitimate  sove- 
reign; and  the  praise  which  his  own 
countrymen  so  zealously  bestowed  on  him, 
was  hailed  by  the  acclamation  of  all 
Europe.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
House  would  warmly  second  the  wishes  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  and  enable  that  illus- 
trious general  to  retire,  whenever  he  chose, 
from  the  public  service,  and  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life  in  a  peaceful  old  age; 
amidst  the  blessings  of  his  countrymen. 
It  was  now  more  than  a  century  since  ano- 
ther British  general  had  performed  services 
of  so  distinguished  a  nature  as  to  bear  to 
come  into  comparison  with  those  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  It  was  far,  however, 
from  his  intention  to  institute  a  comparison 
between  the  merits  of  these  two  great  men, 
as  such  comparisons  were  seldom  accu- 
rate ;  for  the  different  situations  in  which 
generals  happened  to  be  placed,  were  not 
of^en  of  a  nature  to  affbrd  any  thing  like 
grounds  of  accurate  comparison.  In 
several  respects,  however,  the  situations  of 
the  duke  of  Marlberouffh  and  the  duke 
of  Wellington  would  be  round  to  coincide. 
Both  were  leaders  of  combined  armies ; 
and  both,  from  their  distinguished  talents, 
possessed  that  ascendancy  over  the  minds 
of  all  those  entrusted  to  their  command, 
which  led  in  so  eminent  a  degree  to  their 
success.  But  it  must  be  owned,  that  the 
task  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  was  much 
more  difficult  than  that  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  ;  inaspioch  as*  the  people 
who  were  assembled  together  under  the 
duke  of  Wellington  were  much  more  dis- 
similar in  their  manners,  their  habits,  and 
their  religions,  than  were  the  German, 
Dutch,  and  English  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  It 
was  to  the  honour  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, that  he  had  always  stood  superior 
to  every  thing  like  pecuniary  considera- 
tions, and  that  the  most  distant  suspicion 
in  this  respect  had  never  attached  to  hia 
name.  He  was  sure  the  House  would  feel, 
that  the  high  station  to  which  he  bad  been 
raised  should  not  he  rendered  displeasing 
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to  him  from  any  circmnataooM  ia  bif 
•itvation.  He  vm,  indeed^  coafident  Umt 
it  was  the  with  of  the  Hoofe  to  add  oTory 
coovenience  to  that  rank  which  it  night 
be  thought  to  require.  He  should  there* 
fore  propoce  to  the  committee*  that  ao 
imnuity  of  10,000^  a  year,  in  addition  to 
the  grants  already  bestowed  on  him»  be 
secured  to  him  on  the  Conaolidated  Fond. 
AiS  it  woeld  be  advisably  that  the  grant 
should  he  settled  on  a  territorial  basis, 
profision  should  be  made  that  this  annuity 
might  be  redeemed  at  SO  years  purchase 
-ahat  is,  for  the  sum  of  SOO/X)Ot  It  was 
hoped,  that '  bv  leaving  the  in?estment  ^f 
the  grant  to  the  discretion  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  be  would  speedily  be  able  to 
carry  into  eflect  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
^etate,  which  the  oommissiooers,  in  the 
ease  of  a  former  grant  (earl  Nelson's),  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  ecoomplish.  With 
respect  to  a  public  monuseoti  which  he 
hsA  heard  suggested,  he  was  not  prepared 
at  pieieat  to  give  his  opiAion.  La  a  pur* 
ehase  of  an  estate  of  the  value  of  S  or 
400,0001*,  it  was  by  no  means  improbable 
jthat  a  very  sumptuous  mansion  might  be 
fot  akmg  with  the  estate;  and  50  or 
QOJOOOL  might  be  taken  out  of  the  grant 
in  makioir  any  necessary  repairs  and  addi* 
tiofts.  If  aa  estate  sheold  do  purchased, 
in  all  ether  respects  satisfactory,  but  not 
erovided  with  a  suiuble  oiaasion,  it  wouAd 
be  for  the  liberality  of  parliament  to 
supply  this  deficiency  at  some  lutnre 
period.  , 

He  should  wish  to  bring  before  the  eom- 
mitAee  at  present,  though  the  sub^t  wsie 
not  strictly  before  them,  what  little  he  had 
to  say  of  the  other  noble  persons,  the  sub- 
jects of  the  remaining  Udeasages  from  the 
Prince  Regent,  who  enjoyed  tbe  merit  asd 
the  distinctiosi  of  being  his  companions  in 
mma.  He  wished  to  present  him  to  the 
House 'as  he  appeared  inilie  field  of  battle, 
surrounded  by  those  his  gallant  oompa- 
nions^— The  &ratwhom  he  should  name 
was  lord  Lynedock,  a  sinniar  instance  eif 
great  proficiency  attained  in  a  profesaien 
not  OBibraoed  in  early  life.  He  first  din- 
ttngoishcd  himaelf  at  the  siege  of  Toulon, 
fie  afterwards  joined  the  Austrian  army  in 
Italy,  and  shared  in  all  the  dangers  of  that 
army.  He  threw  himself  into  a  blockaded 
iotft  in  Mantoa,  upon  which  occasion  he 
distingnished  himself  in  a  very  nmiaeot 
^gi«e.  He  was  nftarwavds  nnganed  in 
the  hmg  blodmle  of  Oporto,  and  he  ac- 
companied sir  John  Moore  in  Spain.  The 
battle  of  Baima,  fought  by  Iran  dwing 


the  blockade  of  Cadis,  and  bia  condnot  at 
Ciudad  Bodrigo  and  Sao  Sebastian,  waa 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every  one* 
The  want  of  health  compelled  hka,  aa 
aoon  as  he  could  do  so  without  ii^ury  to 
the    public   service,   to   return   to    thia 
country;  butthe  want  of  health  could  noi 
prevent  him  from  again  taking  the  com- 
mand in  Holland,  when  his  country  called 
for  his  exertions.    He  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  in  a  particular  maiw> 
ner  to  a  measure  which  had  not,  it  ii  true> 
been  attended  with  the  favourable  resuk 
which  it  merited ;   he  meant  the  siege  nf 
Bergaa-op^Zoom.     One  of  the  greatest 
judges  of  military  merit,  howfv^r,  Buo- 
naparte, was  reported  to  have  spoken  of 
it  as   one   of  the   best  combined  and 
best  judged  military  enterprisea  that  bad 
ever  been  formed.    This  pbK:e  heU  oat 
long  against  Louis  14th,  at   the   bead 
of  100,000  man;    and  it  was  therefor* 
highly  honourable  f»  the  military  skill  of 
lord  Lynedock,  that  be  ahould  obtain  poa- 
aessioa  of  itin  the  manner  he  did;  thoigb> 
from  circumstances  which  it  waa  impeaai'* 
ble  to  guard  against,  the  deaign  was  ubj* 
ouuely   rendered   alMirtive.     He  sboald 
next  call  their  attention  to  a  no  leas  dia«> 
tinguisbed  individual,  lord  Hill,  who  at 
the  battle  of  Vittoria,  and  on  mMy  other 
occasions,  had  performed  the  aaaateminent 
sorvicaa;  and  who  on  the  lith  of  Deceok- 
ber  laat  debated  the  largest  portion  of  the 
army  of  Souit  befoi«  Bayoone.    He  caaie 
laatly  to  apeak  of  ford  Beresford.    He  eoaa- 
menced  his  military  career  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.    He  brought  a  nation,  which 
had  generally  been  conaidered  aaenfoabfod 
and  incapable  ef  military  exartion,  to  the 
bigheat  atate  of  difciplwa;    and  at  the 
battlea  of  Buaaco,  Albuera,  and  Salamanca, 
he  had  atood  foremoat  in  the  cmmme  of 
l^fory.    But  be  ahouk)  think  himaetf  on*- 
justifiable,  if  upon  thia  occaaion  he  paaaed 
over  tho  two  noble  lorda  who  fmna  the 
aaoat  honomaWe  motivea  hod  declined  to 
partafceofvthe  aayal  bouutv;  ford  Niddry 
and  lord  Combermere.    Ibime  noble  p«r- 
aena  had  no  viewa  ef  anpcrfluona  wealth. 
Mid  lud  afibrded  an  inatance  4rf  aelf«-iienial 
verymldefnf  hemetwidi.  (Uear.faear!] 
U  waa  gratifying  lo  him  ao  hear  thai  in 
this  short  tnbaie  he  waa  apaaking  the 
seatiaaealaof  the  House,    lefour  Se  ant 
doarop  be  wished  to  as  nation  ahal  Ihja 
aanaity  of  lOfiooL  to  be  anohanaed  for 
of  SOOfiOOL  with  Abe  fotaMT 
of  iOO/mL  mi  nf  4M0U.  far 
vonU  anafca  db  Malaaai  ingfaUa 
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to  the  duke  of  Weniogton  dtnotmt  to  bis 
tween  18  and*  19,000/.  a  year. 

A  Resolutioti  Pm  then  moved,  "  That 
the  sum  of  10,000/.  be  paid  annoally  oot 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund«  for  the  ose  of 
the  dake  of  Wellington  ;  to  -be  at  any 
time  commtited  fbr  the  sntt  of  300,000/. 
to  be  lafd  oot  in  the  purchase  of  an  estate/' 
-^On  the  question  being  pot, 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  he  had  but  one 
objection  to  the'  motion.  As  to  the 
aeftieTements  of  the  great  man  whom  they 
were  now  called  upon  to  reward^  they 
flii^ht  well  say  that  they  spoke  for  them^ 
ielf  es.  It  was  not  unbecoming,  howerer, 
to  observe,  chat  lord  Welhngton  had 
fallen  on  times  in  which  the  spirit  of  de- 
traction htid  not  dared  to  attack  him ;  and 
in  this  respect  he  was  not  like  the  doke  of 
Marlborough ;  for  there  was  no  man  so 
Wicked,  so  stupid,  or  so  envious^  as  to 
Tentore  to  detract  from  the  fflonr  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  It  had  often  been 
said,  that  the  merit  of  great  men  was 
seldom  allowed  in  dieir  own  day ;  and 
that  they  most  trast  to  posterity  for  that 
ftme  which  their  contemporanes  denied 
them ;  but  to  the  distinguished  individual 
of  whom  he  was  speaking,  they  might 
well  say  :— 

trftsenti  tibi  maturos  hffglmtir  honores. 
When  they  all  agreed  that  the  crown  had 
itcted  properly  in  conferring  the  dukedom, 
ii  was  the  business  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  provide  that  the  successors  to  the 
dukedom  should  never  look  lo  the  crown 
fbr  an  addition  to  the  ori^nal  grant,  to 
enable  them  properly  to  support  their 
dignity.  Nor  did  be  think  it  dignified, 
that  ^  at  any  future  period  recurrence 
•faoold  be  ha*d  to  the  future  bounty  of  the 
crown,  in  the  way  stated  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who  said  that  it 
would  be  Open  hereafter  to  the  House  to 
make  a  farther  graot*  if  they  found  the 
present  insufficient  for  all  the  requisite 
purposes.  The  Rouse  und  the  public 
must  have  in  their  contemplation,  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  was  now  established 
in  the  rank  of  the  highest  landed  property 
of  the  country*  it  was  proper  thut  a 
iplendid  nmnsion  should  be  either  buift  or 
bought  for  bim.  When  the  rigbt  hon. 
genueman  spoke  of  50,0007.  as  adequate 
to  tbis  purpose,  every  body  knew  that  a 
fit  mansion  for  the  duke  of  Wellington 
could  not  be  built  for  50,000/.  nor  for  less 
than  100,000/.  Out  of  the  money  pro- 
posed this  night,  if  so  large  a  portion  were 
to  be  sunk,  what  remained  would  not  be 
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adequate  to  the  intended  purpose.  It  did 
not  become  him  to  propose  u  larger  grant, 
but  lie  should  be  pleased  if  the  grant 
were  to  be  enlarged,  and  if  the  whole  of 
the  purpose  of  parliament  should  be  ac* 
compltshed  that  day.  With  regard  to  the 
other  splendid  characters, /he  joined  most 
cordially  in  the  tribute  to  their  well^aroed 
fame ;  and  he  was  glad  to  see  this  war 
wound  up  with  an  act  of  public  munifi-. 
cence.  He  thought  that  the  gallant  mem- 
bers of  another  service,  who  had  never 
failed  to  distinguish  themselves,  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten  on  sut:b  an  occasion.  He 
did  not  deny  that  the  country  had  been 
ieosible  of  their  worth  when  any  great 
victory  was  achieved  by  them  ;  bat  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  there  was,  In  his  opinion^ 
a  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  the  profession. 
He  hoped,  therefbre,  that  a  similar  mefr* 
saee  from  the  Prince  Regent  would  soon, 
afiord  them  an  opportunity  for  a^ain  dis« 
playing  their  liberality.  He  wished  this 
also,  because  the  co-operation  of  the  two 
services*  which  in  former  times  had  never 
been  so  cordial,  had  mainly  contriboted  to 
our  late  success ;  and  because  he  was  con* 
vinced  the  army  would  feel  that  the 
whole  was  not  done  if  the  navy  was  left 
oot. 

Mr.  Pomonhy  said,  though  it  was  un* 
usual  for  those  sitting  on  his  side  lo  inter- 
fere in  cases  like  the  present,  he  could  not 
but  think  the  grant  too  small.  The  Prince 
Recent  had  raised  the  great  commander 
to  Sie  highest  rank  in  this  country;  andl 
was  any  gentleman  in  that  House  pre* 
pared  to  say,  that  IS  or  19,000/.  a  year 
was  sufficient  to  support  the  dignity  oT 
that  rank?  He  knew  it  migbt  be  said^ 
that  he  was  also  in  the  enjoyment  of  graots 
from  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  govern- 
ments ;  but  tbe  House  would  not  be  actmg 
wisely  if  it  took  these  grants  into  consi- 
deration. It  was  true,  be  might  lottg  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  them;  but  there  was  no 
saying  when  this  country  might  be  in  a 
state  of  hostility  with  t>otb  those  countries. 
V^ould  it  be  proper  then,  that  he,  or  any 
of  bis  descendiimtSy  should  look  to  Aese 
cooniries  Tor  any  part  of  his  revenue? 
This  ffrant  ought,*  in  his  opinion,  to  be  en« 
larged,  and  in  the  speediest  manner  con- 
verted into  land.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
him  possessed  of  a  revenue  arising  from 
the  interest  of  a  sum  of  money  ;  he  wished 
to  see  him  in  possession  of  a  great  landed 
estate,  which  should  descend  to  the  re- 
motest  posterity.  If  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman  wu  not  disposed  to  amend  the  pio« 
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tioD,  by  proposing  a  larger  wm,  he  would 
himself  move  for  something  additional. 
Should  any  person  have  proposed  500,000/. 
he  would  have  Toted  for  it  without  the 
least  reluctance.  He  should,  however, 
vote  for  400,000/. ;  and  if  be  imagined 
that  there  was  any  probability  of  success, 
he  would  even  propose  500,000/. 

Mr.  CamUng  was  inclined  to  give^  the 
largest  som  which  had  been  mentioned. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought  it  but  fair  to 
aa^,  that  government,  in  coming  down 
with  a  proposition  of  this  nature,  mu^t 
keep'  in  view  other  considerations,  by 
which  the  generosity  of  individual  gentle- 
men was  not  restrained.  He  should  wish, 
therefore^  any  proposal  of  increase  to 
come  from  that  quarter,  rather  than  from 
any  other.  If  bis  right  hon.  friend  was 
not  prepared  to  come  forward  with  any 
augmentation,  or  to  give  at  once  a  nega- 
,  live  answer,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  take  time  for  the  consideration 
of  the  matter.  He  agreed  with  an  hon. 
gentleman,  that  what  was  to  be  done 
ought  to  be  finally  done  now.  The  duke 
of  Wellington  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
the  remotest  suspicion  of  shaping  his  con- 
duct with  the  view  of  either  conciliating 
the  favour  of  government,  or  flattering  the 
popular  feeling.  Every  thing  should  be 
done,  before  his  presence  amongst  us 
should  run  away  with  our  judgments:  on 
a  sober  estimate  of  those  services  that  live 
on  record,  the  remuneration  of  them  ought 
to  be  awarded.  Neither  did  he  wish  to 
see  that  great  man  hesitating  whether  the 
investment  of  the  grant  in  fqnds  or  land 
would  be  most  advantageous  for  him. 
Every  thing  mechanical  ought  to  be  taken 
off  his  shoulders. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exdiequer  did  not 
conceive  50,000/.  adequate  to  build  a  fit 
mansion  for  the  duke  of  Wellington;  he 
merely  thought  it  likely  that  a  manor 
would  accompany  such  a  considerable 
property  as  was  proposed  to  be  purchased, 
and  that  this  sum  might  be  sufficient  to 
repair  and  enlarge  it.  He  fell  in  with  the 
suggestions  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(^fr.  Ponsonby)  and  would  move  for  an 
additional  100,000/.  making  in  all  tbie  sum 
of  half  a  million  now  and  formerly  granted 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington  by  the  nation. 
The  annuity  would  be  increased  in  conse- 
quence to  ]  S,000/. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  this  would  make 
the  gift  worthy  of  both  giver  and  re- 
ceiver. 

The  motions  for  the  annuity,  and  the 


grant  of  400,000/.  for  its  redemption,  were 
then  pot  and  carried  nem.  coiu 

The  House  having  resumed,  the  Re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

Lords  Ltnbdock,  Hill,  and  Bebbsford.  J 
The  House  then  resolved  into  a  committee 
on  the  Message  of  the  Prince  Regent  re- 
specting lord  Lynedock ;  ivhen 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  immedi- 
ately rose,  and,  without  comment,  pro* 
posed  a  Resolution  for  granting  to  his 
lordship  the  annoal  sum  of  2,000/.  from  the 
3d  instant,  to  be  settled  on  himself,  and 
his  two  nezU  surviving  heirs;  which  was 
also  carried,  nem,  con.  and  the  Report  or^ 
dered  to  be  received  to-molrrow. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  into  a 
committee  on  the  Message  respecting  lord 
Hill,  to  whom  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposed  a  similar  annuity  as  that 
voted  to  lord  Lynedock : 

On  the  question  being  put, 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  observed,  that  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  the  sum  proposed  by 
the  rieht  hon.  gentleman  was  justified  by 
precedent;  but  he  would  ask  whether 
%000/.  a  year  could  be  considered  a  suffi- 
cient stipend  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
noble  lord  in  question,  who,  it  should  be 
recollected,  wasbut  the  younger  brother 
of  a  very  respectable  family  ?  He  was 
aware  that  this  was  the  sum  voted  to  lord 
Rodney  thirty  years  ago  ;  but  he  appre- 
hended no  person  would  deny  that  ■  the 
value  of  money  at  that  period,  and  at  the 
present,  was  extremely  different;  and  a 
sum  which  might  then  be  considered  libe- 
ral, would  now  be  deemed  parsimonious* 
He  thought  a  grant  of  3,000/.  a  year  would 
be  no  more  than  commensurate  with  the 
rewards  given  on  former  occasions ;  and 
this  he  conceived,  for  every  reason,  had 
best  be  vested  in  land. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  would  be  glad  to 
bear  it  explained,  why  the  provision  made 
for  a  duke  should  be  of  a  more  lasting  na- 
ture than  that  made  for  a  baron  ?  Was  not 
a  baron  equally  called  upon  to  supjsort  his 
independence  ?  and  ought  he  not  to  be  as 
independent  as  a  duke,  of  the  parliament 
and  the  crown  ?  If  this  was  admitted,  he 
would  ask,  how]  it  was  that  the  proposed 
provision  for  lord  Hill  was  only  to  extend 
to  himself,  and  his  two  succeeding  heirs  ? 
He  considered  that  2,000/.  a  year  was  no 
independence ;  and  that  the  roan  who  bad 
only  such  a  stipend  would  be  open  CO  the 
panders  of  corruption. 
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The  Chtmcettar  qf  the  Exchequer  consb- 
dered,  that  if  the  standard  of  independence 
vhich  had  been  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  that  oniy  at  which  inde- 
pendence could  be  maintained,  the4)arlia- 
ment  would  indeed  be  reduced  to  the 
greatest  danger.  He  apprehended^  many 
members  of  that  House  were  capable  of 
maintaining  both  their  independence  and 
their  dignity  with  a  much  leas  sum  than 
2,000/.  a  year.  The  hon.  gentleman 
teemed  to  have  considered  his  own  habits 
as  the  criterion  whereby  to  form  an  esti- 
mate .  of  the  feelings  and  properties,  of 
others ;  but  that  this  criterion  had  been 
erroneous,  he  believed  the  House  in  ge- 
neral would  fully  agree.  With  respect  to 
any  addition  to  be  made  to  the  proposed 
annuity  to  lord  Hill,  it  would  be  in  the  re- 
collection of  the  -  House,-  that  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had,  in  the 
proposition  which  he  had  submitted,  acted 
from  precedents :  if  it  was  thought  proper 
to  depart  from  those  precedents,  the 
House  had  the  power  of  so  doing.  At  pre* 
sent,  however,  be  thought  it  would  be  best 
to  agree  to  the  rates  as  submitted,  and  to 
reconsider  them  on  a  future  day. 

Sir  Charles  Montk  said,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  given  no  explanation  as  to 
the  extension  of  the  annuity  beyond  the 
grandson  of  lord  Hill.  Unless  some  satis- 
factory answer  were  given  on  this  point, 
he  should  move  an  amendment  to  extend 
the  annuity  to  all  persons  to  whom  the 
title  should  descend  hereafter. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  remark- 
ed, that  tbe-expediency  of  such  an  amend- 
ment as  this,  would  apply  to  many  noble 
families  who  had  already  received  annui- 
ties upon  the  terms  now  proposed. 

Sir  Charles  Mcnck  said,  the  House  was 
not  bound  to  adhere  to  bad  precedents. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wym  remarked,  that  lord 
Lynedock  had  an  independent  fortune ; 
this  was  not  the  case  with  lord  Hill.  It 
might,  however^  be  better^  as  suggested 
by  the  right  hon.  gentlentan,  to  agree  to 
the  votes  as  they  were  now  worded  ;  and 
to  re*consider,  at  a  future  period,  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  extend  them,  either 
as  to  sum  or  period. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Etcheqiur  had  no 
objection  to  ^is  suggestion. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  considered,  that  in  the 
proposition  for  confining  the  annuity  to 
the  two  sticceeding  heirs  to  the  title,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  it  in  oontemplar 
tion,  by  rendering  it  necessary  for  the 
future  baron  to  apply  to  the  public:  purse 
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to  Mipport  his  dignity^,  to  deprives  him.  of 
his  independence,  and  render  him  more 
opep  to  the  operations  of  corruption. 

Mr.  Ji^  Bathurst  said,  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  certainly  attributed  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  a  refinement  of  corrup-* 
tipo  which  was  perfectly  novel — for  he 
not  only  gave  them  credit  for  desiring  to 
preserve  its  influence  at  present,  but  (or 
three  generations  to  come. 

Sir  Charlef  Monck  was  only  desirous  of 
knowing,  whether  there  was  any  disposi^ 
tion  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty's  ministers 
to  accede  to  the  amendment  which  he  had 
suggested  ?  If  there  was,  he  was  satisfied.  ^ 

The  question,  in  its  original  form^  was 
then  put  and  carried,  and,  aA  in  the  other 
cases,  the  House  resumed,  and  ihe  report 
was  ordered  to  be  receivi^d  to-morrow. 

The  Message, respecting  lord  Beresford 
was  then  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  A  resolution  similar  to  the  , 
former  ones  was  proposed,  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  'to  be  received  in 
like  manner. 

Tiu  Blockade  of  Nobway,]  Mr.  C. 
W.  fVyim  rose,  according  to  the  notice 
on  this  subject,  and  said,  that  he  had  wil- 
lingly waved  the  precedence  which  his 
motion  was  entitled  to,  in  favour  of  the 
propositions  in.  honour  of  those  who  had  . 
gallantly  and  successfully  contended  in 
the  defence  of  their  country.  Though 
his  motion  was  on  a  subject  similar  to 
those  which  had  preceded  it,  he  would 
willingly  have  abstained  from  it,  if  any 
assurance,  or  even  hope,  were  given  that 
it  would  not  be  attempted  to  subjugate 
the  brave  peopk  of  Norway  to  a  rival 
and  hostile  nation.  But  when  he  saw,  on 
the  part  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  a  decla-  • 
ration  that  he  should  throw  no  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  cession  of  Norway  to , 
Sweden,  and  when  he  (Mr.  W.)  found 
that  the  cbmmissioners  from  the  allied 
powei's,  who  were  to  proceed  to  Copen- 
hagen and  to  Norway,  were  gone,  not  to 
negociate,  but  to  attempt  to  conciliate  the 
people  of  Norway  to  the  projects  which 
had  been  formed  for  their  subjugation,  and 
when  these  proceedings  were  accompanied 
by. acts  of  hostility,  be  could  no  longer 
abstain  from  appealing  to  the  justice  and 
feelings  of  the  Houser  Bat  if,  even  at 
the  present  moment,  an  assurance  were 
given,  that  the  blockade  of  the  kingdom 
of  Norway  should  be  suspended  during 
the  neeociation  of  the  commissioners,  he 
would  be  content  to  withdraw  his  mqtioo* 
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It  wftt  clearly  contisteiil  witb  tht  priiri- 
lege  of  the  Hooie  to  recommend  aoy  eob- 
ject  to  the  crown,  on  a  point  which,  in 
negociations  pending,  shoold  be  intitted 
on.  This  was  recently  ezempli6ed  in  the 
Address  of  the  Hoose  relative  to  the  Slave 
Trade.  It  was  therefore  not  only  com- 
petent to  the  House,  hot  regular,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  crown  the  interests  of  any 
S articular  body  of  men,  if  they  should  be 
eemed  worthy  of  support.  Having  pre* 
mised  thus  much,  the  first  point  that  natu- 
rally occurred  in  the  consideration  of  the 
question  was,  the  state  of  our  engage- 
ments to  Sweden  by  Treaty,  and  whether 
we  were  to  Itssist  thai  power  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  a  free  people ;  an  obligation 
which  even  those  who  thought  it  existed 
would  acknowledge  to  be  one  of  the  most 
odious  nature.  What  were  the  engage- 
menu  in  the  words  of  the  Treaty  ?  That 
bis  Britannic  Majesty  engaged,  not  only 
not  to  oppose,  hut  to  assist  by  his  good 
offices  in  procuring  the  cession  of  the 
kingdom  of  Norway  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  or  by  employing,  if  necessary, 
his  naval  force  in  co-operation  with  the 
fdrce  of  Russia  and  Sweden;  but  that 
force  should  not  be  resorted  to,  unless  the 
king  of  Denmark  previously  refused  to 
j6in  the  allied  powers.  Could  it  now  be 
contended,  that  the  object  of  this  Treaty 
had  not  been  fulfilled,  when  the  king  of 
Denmark  had  joined  the  Allies  with  twelve 
thousand  men ;  that  we  were  justified  in 
'  using  force  ;  or,  when  the  king  of  Sweden 
had  declared  that  he  was  so  well  satisfiefl 
with  the  cession  of  Norway,  by  Denmark, 
that  he  had  given  to  this  last  power  a 
suitable  indemnity  ?  Could  it  be  more  folly 
expressed  than  it  had  been  by  that  Treaty, 
that  the  cession  of  Norway  was  the  only 
object  of  it  ?  Not  only  had  Norway  been 
ceded  by  Denmark  by  Treaty,  but  all  the 
stipulations  of  that  Treaty  had  been  most 
fully  complied  with.  It  was  stipulated, 
that  the  king  of  Denmark  should,  for  him- 
self and  bis  successors,  renounce  all  sove- 
reignty over  Norway— that  he  should,  by 
proclamation,  inform  the  Norwegians  of 
bis  renunciation— that  he  should  recal  all 
the  Danish  functionaries,  and  evacuate  all 
the  fortresses.  All  these  articles  had  been 
most  fully  complied  with.  It  could  not, 
be  believed,  be  said  that  any  Danish 
ttoopiB  were  now  remaining  in  Norway. 
The  natural  interpretation  of  oar  Treaty 
vriih  Sweden  was,  that  we  were  not  called 
<ia  further  to  asiist  in  the  subjugation  of 
Mormy.    Tlu*  constraction  was  fortified 
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by  tbe  explanation  of  the  noble  lord,  to* 
cretary  for  foreign  a£birs  (lord  CMile- 
reagh),  during  the  debate  last  year  on  the 
same  subject,  who  then  stated,  that  we  bad 
thought  proper  to  refuse  to  guarantee  Co 
Sweden  the  possession  of  Norway  ;  that 
it  was  true,  that  Russia  bad  guaranteed 
the  possession,  but  that  we  bad  merely 
engaged  not  to  oppose  it.  If  yet  it  was 
supposed  that  the  meaning  of  the  Treaty- 
was  dubious,  what  was  the  course  to  be 
taken}  We  could  call  in  to  our  assist- 
ance  the  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations ; 
for  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  all  we 
had  agreed  by  treaty  to  perform  was 
agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations ;  or  that, 
if  any  new  course  were  taken,  it  would 
not  be  left  doubtful,  but  most  clearly  and 
distinctly  be  expressed.  He  would  not 
tire  the  House  with  all  the  authorities  on 
the  subject;  bnt  all  the  considerable 
writers,  Grotius,  PuffimdorflF,  and  Vattel, 
had  held,  that  though  a  sovereign  might 
cede  any  part  of  his  dominions  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  rest,  yet  that  the  part  ceded 
was  by  no  means  bound  to  submit  to  the 
cession.  Stronger  authorities  than  these 
need  not  be  quoted.  It  was  true,  that 
many  instances  might  be  adduced  of  ag- 
ffression  of  every  species  arising  from  un- 
disguised ambition ;  but  these  authors  had 
uniformly  been  looked  on  as  the  land- 
mark of  public  law,  according  to  which, 
if  any  doubt  arose  in  a  treaty,  it  must  be 
presumed  that  the  agreement  was  con- 
cluded. In  what  light  were  we  to  con- 
sider the  people  of  Norway  ?  as  an  inde- 
pendent state,  or  as  a  revolted  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  king  of  Denipark,  or  as  a 
part  of  the  dominions  of  tbe  king  of 
Sweden  ?  Viewing  them  in  either  of  these 
lights,  we  were  not  obliged,  or  justified  in 
our  attempt  to  subjugate  them.  Was  it, 
however,  to  be  said,  that  we  had  been  at 
war  with  the  crowns  of  Denmark  and 
Norway;  and  that  having  made  peace 
with  the  former,  we  continued  at  war  with 
the  latter  ?  If  this  were  admitted,  yet  as 
there  were  laws  of  war  as  well  as  of  peace, 
it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  look  at  the 
grounds  on  which  we  had  first  commenced 
hostilities.  We  had  entered  into  a  war 
with  Denmark  in  order  to  get  possession 
of  her  fleets,  which  we  supposed  might  be 
turned  Against  us ;  having  obtained  them, 
we  were  willing  to  make  peace,  which' 
Denmark  then  refused  to  do,  bet  pursued 
the  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
restitution  or  indemnity*  She  had  at  last, 
howeter,  made  peace#  and  we  continued 
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the  war  wilh  Norway.     Now  supposing, 
for  the  sake  of  the  argament^  that  we  had 
begun  the  war  on  justifiable  grounds,  yet 
had  we  any  reason  to  proceed  to  an  abso- 
lute subjugation  of  that  Country  when  she 
implored  peace?    If  we  recurred  to  the 
•examples  of  ancient  times*  we  might  find 
that  war  then  authorized  every  species  of 
barbarity ;    but  at  present,    consistently 
with  the  maxims  of  Christianity,  we  were 
obliged  to  contend  that  we  carried  on  war 
merely  for  self-defence.     In  feudal  times 
it  was  always  at  the  discretion  of  a  con- 
queror, whether  he  would  give  quar|er; 
and  so  late  as  the  10th  century,  it  was 
deemed  justifiable  in  a  captor  to  kill  his 
captive;  but  now  quarter  was  demanded 
as  a  matter  of  absolute  right,  and  it  was 
only  justifiable  to  deprive  a  captive  of 
personal  liberty.     We  were  not,  there- 
fore, justified,  on  the  ground  of  our  ori- 
ginal war  with  Dentnark,  to  pursue  to  ex- 
termination the  hapless  people  of  Norway. 
As  it  was  always  the  right  of  a  people  over 
whom  their  sovereign  had  renounced  his 
allegtaoce,  to  refuse  to  be  transferred  to  a 
foreign  prince,  so  their  resistance  ought 
only  to  be  restrained .  by  prudence ;  as  a 
man,  to  whose  breast  a  pistol  is  presented 
by  a  highwayman,  merely  considers  whe- 
ther he  has  such  a  chance  of  soccess  as 
warrants  him  in  hazarding  his  life  in  re- 
sisting him.    This  right  of  resistance  had 
in  all  times  been  exercised  by  nations. 
When,    by    a    base    act    of    submission 
on  the  part  of  their  monarch,  the  Scot- 
tish nation  was  delivered  up  to  Edward  I, 
they  refused  to  submit  to  this  treaty,  and 
were  finally  successful  in  their  resistance. 
When  also,  about  the  same  time,  Snowdon 
and  the  other  strong  parts  of  Wales  were 
ceded  by  Llewellyn  to  the  English  mo- 
Barch,  the  men  of  Snowdon  asserted,  in  a 
declaration    which    yet   remains  in  the 
Tower,  that  their  prince  had  no  right  to 
deliver  them  up  to  subjection  to  a  people 
whose  language,  laws,  and  manners,  were 
different  from  their  oWn.    True  it  was, 
that  the  Welch  were  at  last  subdued  by 
an  overwhelming  force ;  .bot  what  was  the 
prize  thus  gained,  what  were  the  advan- 
tages wbich  accrued  to  England  ?  During 
SOO  years  of  constant  war  and  bloodshed, 
Wales  waa  to  England  a  weakness  instead 
of  9  strength ;  and  by  constant  rebellions 
and  inroada  div'erted  the  best  part  of  her 
force,  until  by  the  junction  of  the  two 
lines  in  Henrv  1»  the  two  coantries  became 
nnited.    Sucb,  he  was  persuaded,  would 
be  the  case,  if  Norway  by  tnperior  force 


were  brought  into  sotjection;     No  sub- 
jection to  a  foreign  yoke  could  be  more 
odious  than  submission  to  Sweden  would 
be  to  the  people  of  Norway.     Every  per- 
son who  had  travelled  through  Norway, 
knew  that  the  tradition  of  the  peasants- 
all  their  national  songs,  had  for  their  sub- 
jects the  victories  obtained  by  their  fore-^ 
fathers  over  the  Swedes ;  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  repelled  the  invasion  of 
that  nation^  which,  whether  justly  or  not, 
they  bad  always  considered  as  their  most 
bitter  enemies.     We  had  heard  of  lat^ 
that  the  people  of  Brazil  wer^  unwilling 
that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  should 
return  to  his  native    country ;— suppose 
then  that  he  should  be  persuaded  to  yield 
up  Portugal  to  Spain,  would  it  be  con- 
tended that  that  cession  would  be  binding 
on  the  people  ?  Whether  the  enmity  ^ 
the   Portuguese  were  softened  since  the 
commencement  of  the  last  contest,  he  did 
not  know ;  but  it  was  well  known  that  the^ 
would  formerly  have  submitted  to  poli- 
tical annihilation,  rather  than  be  united  to 
Spain.    Norway  bad. been  united  to  the 
kingdom  of  Denmark  by  the  heir  male  to. 
the    former  crown   having   married    the 
heiress  of  Denmark — a  case  exactly  pa« 
rallel  to  the  Union  of  Scotland  to  England 
in  the  time  of  James  1,  whose  ancestor 
had  married  a  female,  in  whose  line  at 
last  the  right  of  the  English  crown  vested. 
Suppose  that  in  the  time  of  this .  monarch, 
or  his  successors,  an  invading  force  bad 
spread   itself  in  England  and    occupied 
London,  so  that  the  sovereign  was  obliged 
to  cede  Scotland  for  the  safety  of  England ; 
would  not  the  brave  and     bigb^spirited 
people  of  that  country  declare  that  the 
safety.or  danger  of  London  did  not  regard 
them,  but  that  they  would  maintain  their 
own  independence  while  their  arms  bad 
strength  ?  .  would  not  every  freeman  hear 
this  declaration  with  joy  ?— It  was  said, 
however,  that  the  Swedish  government  in- 
tended to  bestow  on  the  Norwegians  the 
blessings  of   a    free    constitution— What 
freedom  could  be  given  a  nation  by  com- 
pulsion ?  What  were  the  terms  on  whicb 
this  constitution  was  to  be  obtained  ?  The 
Norwegians  were  to  abandon  their  resist- 
ance, tbejr  fortresses  were  to  be  occupied 
by  Swedish  troops ;  and  their  troopa  were 
to  lay  down  their  arms.    After  these  prei^ 
liminaries,    what  constitution  was    there 
which  wonld  be  worth  the  paper  on  which 
it  was  written  ?  In  no  constitution  was  the 
security  against  despotism  in  the  statutes* 
bat  ia  the  strength  of  the  people.    If  all 
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the  towns  t>f  England  were  occupied  by 
foreign  troops,  what  freedom  of  debate  or 
decision  would  the  House  of  Commons 
possess  ?  It  might  be  alleged,  that  the  le- 
gislative body  in  France  was  a  proof  that 
freedom  might  be  enjoyed  in  the  presence 
of  an  overwheln^ling  force.  But  this  in- 
stance of  moderation,  which  had  no  pa- 
rallel, could  have  no  influence  on  the 
question;  as  on  no  other  occasion  was  it 
Supposed  that  a  deliberative  body,  under 
^uch  circu instances,  vented  any  thing  but 
the  commands  of  the  military  force  under 
the  name  of  decrees,  and  we  could  only 
wonder  this  was  not  the  case  now.  In  all 
the  unprincipled  aggressions  of  the  French 
smce  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  they  al- 
ways  began  by  offering  the  people,  whose 
independence  they  intended  to  attack,  a 
free  constitution.  You  may  have,  said 
they,  Councils  of  Ancients  and  of  Five 
Hundred  ;  but  for  the  present  the  French 
troops  must  be  admitted,  to  preserve  order. 
What  if  the  J^forwegians suspected,  as  they 
had  to  do  with  a  pupil  of  Buonaparte,  and 
one  who  had  imitated  him  in  many  things, 
that  in  this  also  Charles  John  might  follow 
the  example  of  his  master  ?.^Who,  when 
the  Swedes  were  admitted,  could  bind 
them  to  their  promises  ? — Who  then  would 
be  found  to  su^  on  the  King's  bond  ?  The 
Norwegians  were  told,  that  all  the  Swedes 
did  was  for  their  interest,  although  they 
thought  otherwise.  The  Swedes  told 
them,  we  negociate  for  your  interest; 
meanwhile  you  may  starve.  Subsist  if 
you  can  on  the  bark  of  trees  or  the  moss 
of  the  bogs,  and  all  things  will  be  soon 
satisfactorily  explained.  So  the  Spaniard, 
who  was  Ordered  by  Philip  the  second  to 
strangle  Don  Carlos,  when  that  prince 
'  made  some  resistance,  begged  him  to  be 
quiet  for  a  short  time, "  as  all  that  he  did 
was  for  his  Royal  HighnessV  good/*  It 
was  said,  that  Denmark  had  not  bona  fide 
yielded  up  Norway.  If  any  assistance 
were  given  by  Denmark  to  the  Norwe- 
gians, it  wotdd  be  a  just  ground  of  war 
against  the  former  power;  but  Denmark, 
lie  believed,  had  fulfilled  iu  treaty.  All 
the  military  force  remaining  in  Norway 
were  Norwegians,  being  either  the  militia 
or  commanded  by  Norwegians,  and  re- 
cruited  among  that  people*  It  was  asked 
tften,  whether  Prince  Christian  was  a 
Banish  functionary,  or  an  usurper  r—- 
He  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
When  the  king  of  Denmark  renounced  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Norwegians,  the  heir 
ajppareat  bad  rightly  considered  himself  as 
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their  sovereign.  It  was  then  asked,  why 
he  had  not  renounced  the  Danish  crown  ? 
Such  a  step  he  (Mr.  W.)  believed  had 
been  taken ;  but,  if  not,  we  had  a  right  to 
demand  from  Denmark  that  he  should  be 
excluded  from  the  succession.  Although 
Nofwav  had  not  been  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent kingdom,  but  merely  a  pro* 
vince,  and  bad  exercised  its  natural  right 
of  resistance,  he  should  have  rejoiced  srt 
its  success  agairot  a  transfer  such  as  had 
taken  place  in  the  present  instance.  But 
that  kingdom,  until  1660,  was  governed 
by,  its  own  states,  and  was  as  free  as  any 
northern  nation.  On  its  renouncing  at 
that  time  its  free  constitution,  its  rights  of 
independence  remained  the  same  as  before. 
Nor  would  it  be  considered,  that  if  even 
the  emperor  of  Russia  alienated  any  part 
of  his  dominions,  the  people  were  more 
bound  to  submit  to  a  foreign  yoke,  than 
those  of  a  freer  state.  Even  if  a  coimtry 
were  transferred  by  its  representative 
body,  he  should  not  hold  the  people  in 
that  case  bound  to  submit ;  human  nature 
would  resume  its  rights,  and  who  would 
not  rejoice  in  its  success  ?  If  therefore  the 
Treaty  with  Sweden  were  inconsistent  with 
the  laws  of  nations,  we  were  not  bound  to 
submit  to  it ;  for  what  treaty  could  bind  a 
nation  to  approve  of  such  a  deed,  ^r  in* 
stance,  as  the  partition  of  Poland?  If 
Sweden  attempted  to  bind .  us  to  the 
harshest  letter  of  our  contract,  it  would 
become  us  to  enquire  how  she  had  per- 
formed her .  engagement.  Her  army  was, 
by  treaty,  to  have  been  placed  at  the  dis* 
posal  of  the  allies.  Was  it  not  quite  no^ 
torious,  that  they  did  not  follow  the  plans 
of  the  allies  ?  Where,  he  asked,  had  the 
Swedish  troops  of  late  been  engaged  ?  In 
Holstein,  and  that  for  the  benefit  of 
Sweden.  He  did  not  wish  to  undervalue 
the  services  of  the  Swedes,  or  to  say  that 
it  might  not  have  been  most  fatal  to  os,  if 
they  had  been  employed  against  us.  «  He 
agreed  that  the  -advantage  arismg  from 
their  co^operatiotf  justified  the  snbaidy 
which  had  been  granted. to  them.  But 
was  the  cession  of  Guadalotipe  to  be. con- 
sidered as  nothing  ?  It  was,  indeed,  no  ar- 
gument against  granting  to  Sweden  every 
thing  that  she  had  stipulated  for,  to  say 
that  she  had  already  got  all  that  she  Was 
fairly  entitled  to.  But  if  she  bad  in  any 
respect  violated  any  of  the  terms  of  tlie 
treaty  on  ber  part,  it  was  too  much  to  say 
that  she  was,  at  the  same  time,  entitled  to 
the  eztremest  farthing^  in  her  bond.  To 
shew  that  the  Crolva  Priiice  of  Sweden  had 
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of  late  been  remits  in  the  co-operation  (o 
be  afforded  to  the  cause  of  the  allies,  the 
hon.  gentleman  read  an  extract  from  the 
Liege  Gazette,  relatiTC  to  .the  inactivity  of 
the  Hanseatic  Legion ;  and,  in  confirma- 
tion of  that  statement,  observed,  that  in 
reality  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden  had 
not  proceeded  towards  France  till' after 
Paris  had  been  for  a  week  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  allies.  After  this  tardiness 
on  his  own  part,  the  hon.  gentleman 
thoaght  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden 
could  hardly  complain  if  the  Treaty  was 
not  strictly  fulfilled  in  every  part  by  this 
country.  The  policy  of  Great  Britain  had 
hitherto  been  to  preserve  a  balance  of 
power  among  the  northern  states.  An 
alliance  between  this  country  and  Russia 
had  been  long  considered  as  almost  neces- 
sary for  the  well  being  of  both  countries; 
and  even  when  war.  had  at  any  time  been 
declared  by  the  one  against  the  other,  it 
bad  never  been  a  war  which  was  waged 
with  a  spirit  of  animosity.  From  circum- 
stances which  he  should  not  now  touch 
upon,  when  the  empress  Catherine  had 
chosen  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France,  and  to  decline  one  with  £ng- 
land,  still  the  trade  was  by  the  people 
carried  on  with  £i>gland,  and  not  with 
France.  He  might  be  told,  no  doubt, 
that  we  were  now  at  peace  with  France. 
He  was  happy  to  think  so,  and  hoped  that 
such  a  state  of  things  would  long  continue; 
but  be  was  afraid  that  this  was  a  friendship 
which  was  not  likely  to  endure  longer 
than  it  was  for  the  interest  of  both  nations. 
The  interests  of  Britain  and  of  France 
were,  in  so  many  instances,  opposite  to 
each  other,  that  a  peace  of  any  very  long 
continuance  between  the  two  countries 
was  hardly  to  be  calculated  upt>n.  He 
did  not  kbow  that  the  circumstance  of 
having  a  Frenchman  at  their  head  was 
more  likely  to  render  the  Swedish  nation 
favourable  to  this  country:  and  in  this 
situation,  the  independence  of  Norway, 
abstracted  from  every  other  consideration, 
was  for  this  country  a  thing  highly  desirable. 
In  that  event,  we  should  have  been  at  no 
loss  for  a  supply  of  those  naval  stores, 
which  we  were  not  so  likely  to  get  if 
Sweden  and  she  were  connected  together 
under  one  head.  If  Norway  were  inde- 
pendent; she  would  naturally  look  to 
Britain  for  support;  nay  for  food,  and 
most  other  necessaries.  Now  for  twenty- 
two  years  we  had  been  contending  for  the 
Independence  of  Europe ;  and  when  we 
|uuL  so  ibrtunstely  accomplisbed  oar  ob- 


ject, we  now  sought  to  contmue  the  hor- 
rors of  war,  with  the  object  of  imposing  a 
foreignand  detested  yoke  on  an  independent 
kingdom.    Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving, 

'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
humbly  to  request  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness would  be  graciously  pleased  to  inter- 
pose his  mediation  to  rescue  the  unoffend- 
ing people  of  Norway  from  the  dreadful 
alternative  of  famine,  or  of  subjection  to 
the  yoke  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  power : 
and  that  during  the  discussion  of  such 
proposals  as  his  Royal  Highness  may  be 
advised  'to  make  for  this  most  desirable 
object,  all  hostile  operations  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  against  a  people  struggling 
for  the  sacred  right  of  national  inde- 
pendence, may  be  discontinued.^' 

Mr.  Lambton,  in  seconding  the  motion, 
said,  he  was  one  of  those,  who,  venerating 
the  great  principles  which  their  ancestors 
had  bled  in  maintaining,  could  not  look 
on  calmly,  and  behold  a  magnanimous 
people  offered  up  on  the  altar  of  diploma- 
tic convenience.  It  had  been  strenu- 
ously contended,  that  we  were  bound  by 
the  stipulations  of  our  treaty.  But  this 
argument  could  not  be  supported,  unless 
it 'was  clearly  shewn,  that  Sweden  had 
completely  fulfilled  the  conditions  into 
which  she  had  entered.  Now,  where  was 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Sweden  to  be  found 
when  the  late  events  were  passing  on  the 
continent?  Was  he  in  Germany,  at  the 
head  of  his  army  ?  Certainly  not.  Hav- 
ing left  off  his  former  minor  system  of 
plunder,  he  was  to  be  found  in  another 
quarter,  enslaving  a  people,  and  pillaging 
a  nation.  Bid  those  gentlemen,  who  had 
so  often  panegyrised  the  invincible  spirit 
which  the  people  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
had  displayed,  hope  that  so  virtuous  a 
feeling  would  not  be  imitated  by  the  in- 
habitants of  other  countries  ?  He,  on  the 
contrary,  anxiously  desired,  that  so  noble 
a  spirit  should  extend  through  every  part 
of  £urope*-and,  he  trusted,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Norway,  as  in  that  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  spirit  of  national  mdepen- 
dence  would  triumph  over  eVIsry  diffi- 
culty. Much  as  he  disliked  the  Treaty 
itself,  by  which  the  cession  of  Norway 
was  recognized— still  inore  did  he  dislike 
the  time  when  it  was  entered  into.  At  a 
time  when  the  horrors  of  war  were  almost 
at  an  end— ^when  the  Allied  Powers  had 
recognised  the  right  of  the  French  people 
to  form  their  own  constitution— at  that 
moment,  ?fhich  ought  to  be  most  auspi- . 
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ciotis  for  the  interei to  of  mankind,  did  his 
Majesty's  ministers  determine  to  compel 
a  brave  nation  to  bow  beneath  a  detested 
foreign  yoke.— What  did  the  world  now 
see?— It  saw  that  England,  which  bad 
held  its  head  so  high  as  the  asserter  of  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  become  the  oppressor 
of  an  inoffensive  people ;  they  saw  her, 
not  employing  her  arms  against  the  Nor- 
wegians, but  resorting  to  that  which  he 
thoaght  England  would  have  never  stoop- 
ed to«— a  system  of  starvation.  In  the 
'  year  1813,  they  had  returned  thanks  to 
Providence  for  an  abundant  harvest— and, 
in  1.81 4,  they  impiously  attempted  to 
withhold  from  a  brave  and  spirited  peo- 
ple a  participation  in  that  plenty  which 
they  themselves  enjoyed.  He  hoped, 
however,  those  who  supported  such  a  sys- 
lem  would  be  disappointed— and  that  the 
people  of  Norway  would  find  as  bold  and 
as  successful  a  defender,  in  some  native 
warrior,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  done  in  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington. 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  that  if,  as  was  argued 
on  the  other  side,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain,  in  enforcing  the  cession  of  Swe- 
den, was  contrary  to  the  immutable  laws 
of  justice,  he  certainly  should  be  one  of 
the  first  to  accede  to  the  motion.  The 
agreeing  to  a  treaty  which  proceeded  on 
so  bad  a  principle  must,  in  his  view  of  the 
subject,  militate  against  the  interests  of  the 
country— for  no  country  could  ever  find  its 
interests  supported  by  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God — or,  what  was  the  same  thing,  by 
opposing  those  doctrines  on  which  the  law 
of  nations  was  founded.  Such  an  opposi- 
tion was,  as  it  were,  throwing  down  the 
gauntlet  to  Almighty  Providence,  which 
would  not  fail,  at  one  time  or  other,  to 
take  it  up.  Bui  this  country  did  not 
i^tand  in  such  a  situation.  T^e  Treaty 
recognized  no  such  principles;  and  this 
country,  he  contended,  was  called  on  to 
fulfil  ir.  It  was  the  imperative  duty  of 
Great  Britain,  even  if  she  were  obliged  to 
use  force,  to  see  that  Norway  was,  in  the 
most  extensive  sense  of  the  word,  ceded 
to  Sweden,  unless  the  latter  power  ab- 
solved her  from  the  condition.  He  was 
sorry  to  observe,  that  the  hon.  mover  put 
a  very  limited  construction  on  the  terms  of 
thelVeaty,  According  to  his  interpreta- 
tion, Sweden  had  a  right  to  rest  satisfied 
with  the  cession  of  Norway  by  Denmark, 
even  though  that  cesuon  were  success** 
fully  resisted  by  the  Norwegian  people— 
and  this  country,  he  argfied|  was  freed 
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from    any  farther  obligation.     Now  the 
Treaty  stipulated    for   "  the    annexatioa 
and  union,  in  perpetuity,  of  the  kinf^dom 
of  Norway  as  an  integral  part  of  Sweden;'' 
and  Great  Britain  was  bound  to  assist  in 
procuring  that  annexation,   if  necessary, 
.  by  "  a  naval  co-operation.'*     Was  it  then 
possible  for  any  gentleman  to  say,  that 
this  only  meant,  that  a  seal  should  be  pat 
to  an  instrument  ceding  Norway  to  Swe- 
den, and  that  then  the  obligations  of  this 
country  were  perfectly  discharged  ?— He 
should  have  felt  surprised  if  a  person  un- 
acQuainted  with  the  law  of  nations  had 
defended  such  a  position ;  but  his  wonder 
was  very  much  increased  when  he  recol- 
lected the  research  and  knowledge  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn).    In  quoting 
from  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  completely  overlook- 
ed   the  chapter  of  Vattel«   in  which  be 
spoke  of  the  solemn  obligation  by  which 
a  state  was  bound  to  observe  its  treaties. 
That  author  observed,  how  unworthy  it 
was  in  a  state,  how  destructive  of  its  cha- 
racter, to  equivocate  with,  or  falsify,  the 
language  of  a  treaty— which,  he  particu^ 
larly  stated,  should  be  construed  accord- 
ing to  ito  literal  meaning,  and  should  not 
be  influenced  by  any  sqbsequent  event. 
This   pateage  directly  met   the  present 
Treaty.    The  hon.  gentleman  said,  if  the 
people  of  Norway  are  willing  to  become 
Swedish  subjects,  it  is  very  well — but,  if 
not,  you  must  not  use  force  against  them. 
Now,   by  looking  back  to   the  ctrcum* 
staaces  under  which  the  Treaty  was  con* 
eluded,  it  would  appear  evident,  that  th<^ 
contracting   parties  had  a  very  difiereat 
ieeling.     If,  when  that  Treaty  was  drawit 
up,  our  minister  had  raid^  '*  Norway  shall  bt 
ceded  to  you,  but  we  will  not  use  force  to 
compel  the  cession/'  would  such  a  condi- 
tion   have    been  accepted  by  Sweden  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  looked  on  as  an 
insult  ?  Would  not  the  Swedish  minister, 
considering   the  incurable  hatred  which 
was  said  to  exist  between  the  Norweffiin 
and  the  Swedish  people,  have  said,  "  Yoa 
are  proposing  that  which  cannot  be  cais 
ried  into  efiect  ?"  Such,  naturally,  woald 
have  been  his  language.    The  non.  gei>- 
tieman  had  also  argued,  that  Sweden  had 
not  performed  her  stipulations,  and,  there* 
fore,  we  were  absolved  from  oars.    Be* 
cause  the  Crown  Prince  had  not  pressed 
forward  to  Paris  so  quick  as  th<f  other  Al- 
lies, he  was  viewed  with  distrust  and  sa» 
picion.-^Bat,  were    they  to    forget    Us 
great  serfices  al  the  battla  of  Lsipaic; 
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were  they  to  orerleok  bis  defence  of  Ber- 
lia ;  actioas  which,  at  the  time  they  oc« 
curredf  were  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
terms  of  praise  ?  No  part  of  the  condact 
of  ministers^  io  his  opinion,  deserved 
greater  approbation,  than  the  constancy 
they  shewed  in  continuing  to  place  con- 
fidence  in  the  Crown  Prince,  when  gen- 
tlemen were  in  the  habit  of  insinuating 
that  he  would  not  fulfil  the  promise  he 
had  giren.  And  were  they  now,  because 
they  could  do  It  with  safetyf  to  equivocate 
and  elude  the  terms  of  this  Treaty  ?  Were 
they  to  say  to  the  Crown  Prince — '*  Be- 
cause  you.  have  not  done  every  thing 
that  human  imagination  could  form  an 
idea  of,  you  have  not  acted  up  to  your 
stipulations ;  and,  therefore,  we  are  treed 
from  the  obligation  we  entered  into?''  He 
would  contend*  that  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  were  conclusive;  and  unless  gen* 
tlemea  on  the  other  side  could  pro? e,  that, 
in  its  inchoation,  and  when  we  put  our 
seal  to  it,  it  contained  an  infraction  of  the 
law  of  nations,  it  ought  to  be  strictly  com- 
plied with.  Now,  he  protested  .  against 
the  line  of  argument  pursued  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  who,  having  admitted  that  We 
were  at  war  with  Denmark*  entered  into 
an  examination  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  that  state  of  hostility.  The 
cause  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
Denmark  did  not  bear  at  all  on  the  ques- 
tion. We  were  at  war  with  that  country, 
tip  matter  whether  justly  or  unjustly — 
aad,  having  entered  into  this  covenant 
with  Sweden,  could  the  hon.  gentleman 
point  out  any  writer  on  the  law  of  nations 
who  laid  it  dawn  as  a  masim,  that  a  bel- 
ligerent power  should  not  distress  an  Fne- 
iny  ?  Neither  Grotius,  nor  PofiPendorfF, 
nor  any  other  writer  on  public  law,  held 
it  criminal  in  a  belligerent  to  seize  part 
of  the  territory  of  an  enemy.— Much  had 
been  said  against  blockading  the  ports  of 
Norway — but,  he  confessed,  that|  in  his 
opinion,  the  system  of  blockade,  on  the 
present  occasion^  was  the  best  that  could 
be  resorted  to,  because  it  would  tend  to 
deliver  the  Norwegians  from  a  protracted 
vrarfare,  which,  with  their  scanty  means, 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  calami- 
tous consequences. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  said,  he  did  not 
rise  to  examine  the  injustice  or  impolicy 
of  the  Treaty  entered  into  between  Russia 
and  Swetfen  in  1812,  nor  to  dispute  the 
solemn  decision  of  parliament  with  respect 
to  the  partial  accession  of  Great  Britain 
to  that  convention;    he   admitted   the 


binding  authority  and  force  of  that  convene 
tion :  and  least  of  all  did  he  rise  in  a  Bri« 
tish  House  of  Commons  to  advise  any  eva- 
sion of  it.  The  question  was,  not  whether 
there  existed  any  doubts  as  to  iu  justice  or 
injusticei  but  whether  we  were  bound  by 
iu  letter  .and  spirit  to  carry  on  a  system 
of  hostility  most  odious  and  abominable 
against  a  new  pttrty— i^gainst  a  party  who 
had  not  a  political  existence  at  the  time 
the  Treaty  was  signed-^against  the  unof* 
fending  people  of  Norway.  In  rising  to 
address  the  House,  it  was  more  froip  » 
desire  to  do  justice  to  his  own  conscience, 
than  from  any  hope  that  he  could  do  jus* 
tice  to  the  cause ;  for  after  the  concise  and 
intelligent  exposition  of  the  hon«  mover«« 
after  the  able  speech  of  the  hon.  seconder 
—and  after  the  splendour  of  eloquence  in 
another  place,  to  which,  indeed,  he  could 
not  allude,  but  which  he  never  could  forget, 
it  would  be  idle  and  foolish  in  him  to  ad-' 
dress  the  House  from  any  other  motive 
than  a  wish  to  discharge  his  duty.  If  they 
looked  at  the  Treaty,  they  must  be  con«> 
vinced  that  the  whole  of  it  was  made  to 
depend  upon  certain  acts  that  were  to  be 
done,  or  not  done,  by  Denmark,  who  was 
solely  and  exclusively  contemplated  at  the 
time  the  Treaty  was  made.  It  was  not,  in- 
deed,  possible  to  enter  into  any  contract  . 
the  performance  of  which  depended  upon 
events  not  only  unforeseen,  but,  if  he  might 
coin  a  word,  unforeseeable.  Much  stress 
had  been  laid  'by  the  hon.  member  who 
preceded  him  upon  the  authority  of  Vattel, 
from  whom  be  had  read  a  long  extract. 
He  did  not  quarrel  with  iu  length.  It  was 
well  said  by  an  ancient  philosopher,  that 
he  never  knew  a  man  against  reason  until 
reason  was  against  him  ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  hon.  member  never  opposed  the 
opinions  of  jurists  unless  they  were  hostile 
to  his  own  arguments.  The  ancient  writers 
upon  public  law  were  not  infallible,  he 
admitted  ;  but  still  they  were  the  digests 
of  those  great  principles  which  influenced 
every  state,  and  constituted  the  permanent 
and  embodied  voice  of  Europe.  Vattel 
was  a  high  authority ;  but  Grotius  and 
PufTendorffwere  higher, perhaps;  at  least 
they  were  more  consulted,  because  they 
were  more  ancient,  and  had  beeii  longer 
referred  to  by  statesmen.  And  what  was 
the  doctrine  of  Ghrotios,  in  regard  to  ceded 
territories?  That  such  cession  was  not 
compulsory  upon  the  inhabitants,  until 
they  had  acknowledged  it  by  some  act 
of  acquiescence.  Ptmendorff  held,  that  a 
prince   might   withdraw    his   garrisons,. 
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Blight  recal  his  officers,  and  might  transfer 
his  own  right  to  another,  but  that  he  could  | 
Bot  cede  oi^  sell  men.  He  could  not,  in  ! 
ftiCif  carry  on  a  white  slave  trade.  The 
commonwealth,  no  matter  under  what 
form  it  was  administered,  whether  by  a 
lenate,  a  king,  or  any  other  authority,  was 
the  patrimony  of  the  people.  Their  riglits 
cbakl  not  be  transferred  without  their  con* 
sent.  A  thousand  instances  of  silent  ac- 
quiescence  proved  nothing,  in  support  of 
the  contrary  doctrine,  equal  to  a  single 
instance  of  resistance.  What  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  Corsica  ?  When  we  aided 
that  brave  bot  persecuted  people,  were  we 
assisting  rebels,  or  befriending  an  ardent, 
bigh-minded  race  who  disdained  to  be 
placed  under  a  foreign  power  ?  What  were 
the  feelings  excited  in  this  country  in 
1806  by  the  cession  of  the  Tyrol  ?  Yet  the 
Tyrol  was  not  tfh  independent  state,  like 
Norway,  but  dependent  upon  the  House 
of  Austria.  It  was  ceded,  he  allowed, 
under  circumstances  of  sore  and  humiliating 
necessity',  nominally  to  France,  and  after- 
wards  to  Bavaria.  When  it  became  ileces- 
sary  to  subdue  the  lofty  spirit  of  those 
brave  mountaineers,  did  the  late  ruler  of 
France  compel  Austria  (o  bathe  her 
paternal  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  Tyro- 
lese,  writhing  beneath  the  indignity  ofiered 
to  their  independence  ? — No :  insensible 
as  he  .was  to  justice,  he  was  not  insolent 
enough  to  make  such  a  demand.  He  sent 
his  own  troops  to  crush  'their  glorious 
efforts ;  and  be  sent  Hoffer,  that  patriot 
who  sealed  his  country's  cause  with  his 
blood,  to  an  ignominious  death.  Would 
any  man  be  bold  enough  to  say,  that  he 
perished  in  an  infamous  rebellion?  and 
yet,  technically  speaking,  he  was  as  guilty 
of  high  treason  as  Sydney  and  Russell 
were.  Treason  was  either  the  blackest  of 
crimes  or  the  highest  of  virtues ;  and 
HofFer  was  either  to  be  ranked  with  Russell 
and  Sydney,  or,  by  their  vote  that  night, 
to  be  confounded  with  the  foulest  rebels 
that  had  ever  resisted  just  and  legitimate 
authority.  But  he  would  descend  from 
the  high  ground  which  be  was  entitled  to 
take  from  the  sanction  of  the  most  eminent 
jurists,  and  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  it  was  the  general  duty  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a  ceded  territory  to  obey  the  last 
request  of  their  sovereign,  and  transfer 
their  allegiance  to  another  power|— might 
there  be  no  exceptions  to  that  rule? — 
Might  there  be  no  cases  in  which  the 
people  would  be  justified  in  resisting  such 
a  cession  ?  Suppose  the  king  of  Spain  were 
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disposed  to  cede  his  beauttfbl  province  of 
Andalusia  to  the  emperor  of  Morocoo; 
would  the  inhabitants  of  Andalpsia  be 
rebels  if  they  protested  against  such  a 
measure,  and  if  they  oppofied  it  by  flying 
to  their  arms  ?  If  ever  there  existed  an  ex- 
ception, Norway  was  that  exception ;  and 
he  was  willing  that  the  queaion  should  be 
reasoned  upon  that  ground.  Reference 
had  been  made  to  other  territories :  the 
Germanic  body,  the  states  of  Italy,  Sicily, 
&c.  where  cessions  were  frequent.  But 
they  were  only  nominally  independent  r 
they  were  attached  to  larger  kingdoms ; 
they  were  the  infirm  and  palsied  limbs  of 
Europe,  and  became  invariably  the  first 
points  of  attack  in  every  war.  Had  it  not 
been  the  case  with  Lombardy  and  the 
Austrian  Netherlands ;  and  would  any 
one  rise  and  say,  that  the  case  of  those 
countries  was  at  all  analogous  to  that  of 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Norway,  who  had 
given  kings  to  other  nations,  and  had 
never  worn  the  scar  of  foreign  bonds  and 
fetters?  A  reference  had  been  made  to 
Scotland.  He  believed  his  hon.  friend  was 
from  that  country;  for  himself,  he  was 
proud  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  the 
honour  of  being  a  Scotsman.  He  was 
astonished,  however,  to  find  a  parallel 
drawn  between  Scotland  at  the  period  of 
the  Union,  and  the  present  sitaation  of 
Norway.  He  would  tell  his  hon.  friend, 
that  if  Scotland  had  not  been  incapable  of 
slavery,  it  would  have  been  incapable  of 
a  beneficial  alliance  with  the  great  nation 
it  now  belonged  to.  It  was  because  Wal- 
lace sufi*ered  martyrdom  in  defence  of  that 
sacred  principle  he  was  now  contending 
for,  because  he  despised  the  cession 
which  had  been  made  of  his  country,  that 
England  had  since  received  the  services 
of  a  Moore,  an  Abercrombie,  and  a  Gra- 
ham. Was  it  for  the  advantage  of  the 
world—was  it  beneficial  to  the  general 
order  of  society,  that  the  bands  between 
the  sovereign  and  the  people  should  be 
made  tight  ?— Nothing  tended  more  to 
relax  them  than  the  levity  with  which 
cessions  of 'territory  were  performed.  It 
had  been  argued  by  the  hon.  member,  that 
we  were  not  bound  to  guarantee  the  pos- 
session of  Norway  to  Sweden.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  long  our  duty  in  that 
respect  was  understood  to  be  obligatory. 
Suppose  Norway  bad  feigned  to  submit  t 
suppose  she  had  deceived  Sweden  into  a 
belief  that  she  yielded  to  the  desire  of 
Denmark,  and  was  anxious  to  be  annexed  to 
Sweden;  and  suppose  Sweden,  in  coasof 
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qoeaoa,  bad  tent  into  Norway  only  a 
small  number  of  troops  to  uke  possession 
of  it»  woald  his  hon.  friend  say,  that  we* 
shoald  have  been  bound  to  send  out  our 
fleets  to  starre  Norway  into  subjection 
only  one^week  afler  it  had  so  yielded,  and 
when  she  manifested  her  determination  net 
to  continue  under  the  power  of  Sweden  ? 
If  so,  where  was  the  difference  between 
that  obligation  and  a  complete  guarantee 
of  the  quiet  possession  or  Norway  ?  and 
if  not  so,  where  was  the  difference,  on  the 
other  band,  between  stratagem  and  open 
force  ?  Denmark  had  ceded  Norway;  and 
to  cede  it  as  she  had  donoi  was  all  she  had 
power  to  do.  Norway,  as  an  independent 
state,  was  not  in  contemplation  when  the 
Treaty  with  Sweden  was  signed.  She  had 
now  become  such,  and  surely  could  not  be 
said  to  inherit  the  hostilities  that  were 
directed  against  Denmark,  and  Denmark 
only.  The  protection  of  the  sovereign 
being  withdrawn  from  Norway,  she  could 
not,  when  she  lost  all  the  privileges  of 
Danish  subjects,  retain  only  the  pains  and 
penalties  that  belonged  to  her  former  con- 
dition. 

Whether  the  insurrection  in  Norway 
were  the  act  of  the  Norweffian  people,  or 
the  work  of  a  mere  faction,  bad,  it  seemed, 
become  a  question ;  and  this  question  the 
British  ministers  proposed  truly  to  decide 
by  starving  the  whole  in  order  to  render 
them  unanimous.  Yet  this  was  denomi- 
nated by  his  learned  friend  who  spoke  last 
a  merciful  war.  What !  that  war  merci- 
ful which  threatened  to  famish  a  people, 
only  because  they  loved  their  country 
and  refused  to  submit  to  a  foreign  power 
which  they  detested— only  because  they 
preferred  independence  to  subjugation,  and 
be  heartily  wished  they  might  succeed  in 
maintaining  that  independence.  That  the 
British  navy  should  be  employed  in  se- 
conding the  object  of  such  a  war,  he  could 
not  but  reflect  on  with  peculiar  pain,  in 
which  he  was  persuaded  all  the  officers  in 
the  service  must  participate ;  for  that  body, 
which  comprehended  not  only  liberty, 
Talour,  professional  skill,  and  literary  au 
tainment,  but  the  most  accomplished  gen- 
tlemen, must  feel  that  they  baye  so  fallen, 
when  so  ingloriously  occupied ;  that  they 
who  had  so  long  borne  in  triumph  the 
standard  of  glory,  and  the  symbol  of 
liberality,  shoukl  be  engaged  in  spreading 
famine  and  desolation  among  an  unoffend- 
ing people,  and  that  too  under  the  pros- 
tituted' and  profaned  name  of  mercy. 
Was  it  thus  that  England  was  to  anstain 
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her  reputation  in  the  world,  which  had 
heretotbre  regarded  her  as  just,  generous, 
and  humane;  that,  under  the  name  of 
blockade— a  word  used  to  hide  the  borroi* 
of  the  deed — she  should  so  act  as  to  pro« 
vdke  the  Norwegian  nation  to  exclaim,  ia 
the  affliction  of  her  heart,  *'  here  are  those 
boasted  advocates  of  hiiman  liberty,  those 
deliverers  of  mankind,  come  to  starve  our 
infants,  becadse  our  countrymen  will  not 
submit  to  slavery  !'' 

Mr.  Ouming  said,  that  in  the  view  which 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  professed  to 
take  of  this  subject,  he  was  glad  to  per- 
ceive that  he  delivered  opinions  to  which 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  agreeing.  He 
was  glad  also,  because  it  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  congratulating  the  House  on 
so  splendid  an  acquisition,'  the  value  of 
which  he  well  knew  before,  but  had  not 
the  pleasure  of  witnessing  until  that  night. 
His  opinions  were  by  no  means  in  conflict 
with  the  hon.  knt.'s  as  to  the  Treaty  itself. 
If  the  question  now  was,  whether  consent 
should  be  piven  to  the  Treaty  ?  he  bad  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  would  refuse 
it.  When  that  was  the  question  upon  a 
former  occasion,  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade the  House  not  to  sanction  the  en* 
gagement.  But,  strong  as  bis  opinioii 
was  against  it,  he  yet  felt  that  when  the 
engagement  was  once  entered  into,  he 
considered  himself  as  bound  by  it;  and 
the  question  now  was,  whether,  the  Treaty 
being  once  sanctioned,  parliament  was 
bound  to  adhere  to  it  according  to  tho 
proper  construction  of  the  Treaty  ?  It  was 
unfortunate,  that  their  good  faith  and  their 
feelings  should  be  placed  in  opposition; 
but  in  such  a  case,  good  faith  was  to  be  ob- 
served even  in  opposition  to  feeling.  In 
the  latter  part  of  his  speech  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  endeavoured  to  seise  on  the 
feelings  of  the  House.  He  drew  a  glow- 
ing picture  of  the  miseries  that  must  arise 
from  a  blockade,  which,  in  other  words, 
he  said,  was  a  famine.  He  was  too  good 
an  historian,  however,  not  to  know  that 
any  term  may  be  easily  spread  out  in  this 
manner.  It  would  be  easy  to  lead  his  au- 
dience to  an  hospital,  to  represent  the 
weeping  mother  and  the  bleeding  child  ; 
bnt  representations  of  this  kind  would 
apply  to  legitimate  as  well  as  to  illegiti- 
mate horror.  He  commenced  his  exami- 
nation of  this  subject,  as  some  of  his  friends 
well  knew,  with  the  hope  that  the  coii- 
struction  of  the  Treaty  did  not  bind  to  the 
blockade  of  Norway ;  but,  after  dili^nt 
exauMnation.  the  conclusioo  off  his  mind 
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that  the  Traatjr  wm  bmdio§[  id  Um 
I  ke  •hovld  explain.    It  was  md,  that 
all  our  eBgagemeDif  with  Sweden  were  di- 
Tffctcd  against  Denmark,  not  against  Nor- 
way.    Norway*  it  would  appear*  started 
«|i  a  new  being*  with  all  the  properties  of 
an  independent  kinffdom  aboat  ner ;  and 
it  was  said,  that  she  was  represented  as 
aoch  in  the  Treaty.    It  was  true*  that  in 
all  the  articles  of  the  Treaty  between 
Sweden  and  Russia*  there  was  an  ostenu- 
||0QS  potting  forth  of  the  kingdom  of  Nor* 
way.    The  word  cession*  however*  was 
set  to  be  found  in  the  Treaty.    The  stipu* 
lation  was*  that  Rossis  should  e&ct  the 
union  of  Norway  and  Sweden*  not  that  she 
should  procure  the  cession  from  Denmark. 
To  this  Treaty*  Great  Britain  acceded ; 
and  Sweden  was  careful  to  bind  her*  not 
against  exposing  any  obstacle  to  the  an- 
nexation*    but    to   actife    co«operation. 
Could  there  be  any  co-operation  in  merely 
procuring  the    cession   from    Denmark? 
The  lofly  ships  ef  Britain  could  not  climb 
the  mountains  of  Norway*  to  effect  such 
co-operation.    How  then  was  she  to  em* 
plojr  her  ships  for  that  object*  but  by 
blockade  ?  They  who  wielded  the  weapons 
of  war*  howefer  thev  might  feel  for  the 
miseries  they  inflicted*  were  obliged*  not* 
withstanding*  to  employ  tbem.    Part  of 
the  Treaty  with  Sweden  was,  that  this 
country  should  contribute  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Norway  ;    keeping  in  view*  as 
much  as  possible*  the  liberty  and  happi- 
ness iof  Ndjfray.     These  words  proved* 
that  mere  cession  on  the  part  of  Denmark 
was  not  the  only  thine  to  which  Great 
Britain  was  bound.    If  J[)enmark  acceded 
to  the  coalition  then  forming*  that  would 
have  freed  this  country  from  the  obliga- 
tion ;  bat  Denmark  did  not  do  so  until  she 
lost  all  her  possessions  on  the  continents 
Th^' Treaty  between  Sweden    and    this 
conntrv,  as  it  regarded  Norway ,  could  only 
be  softened  by  the  previous  accession  of 
Denmark  to  tl^  coalition.    Sweden  stood 
better*  with  respect  to  her  object*  before 
than  after  the  Treaty:    for   before  the 
Treaty  this  country  was  bonnd  to  assist 
her  by  immediate  force— 4his  Sweden  ex- 
change^ for  a  distant  and  contingent  aid. 
That  this  country  miabt  co-operate  with 
Russia,  Sweden*  and  &nroark*  was  india- 
pentfable  to  cement  the  alliance.    Den- 
mark could  not  be  prevailed  upoa  to  do  it. 
Sweden  then  was  the  only  country  that 
jrrsiatned  by  which  this  object  could  be 
obtained.    The  point  to  which  he  called 
the  aUeotioD  of  the  Hoose,  when  he  op- 
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posed  the  Treaty  with  Sweden*  wu*  that 

the  war  with  Norway  micbt   survive  « 

peace  in  all  other  paru  of  Europe ;   and 

be  then  moved  an  amendment*  with  a  vieir 

to  this  difficulty*  which  was  negatived* 

The   Treaty    was   sanctioned,   Md   tW 

hagard    was   disregarded.    He   did   noa 

then««no  auui  could  then— look  for  the 

events  which  had  since  taken  place.    No 

man  could  look  for  such  an  overwhelming 

accomplishment  of  the  hopes  and  deiiraa 

of  Europe ;  but*  at  least*  he  saw  the  poesH 

bility  of  it.    That  the  Treaty  wu  fuU 

filled  on  the  part  of  Sweden*  no  man  oovdd 

doubt    She  kept  30*000  men  in  the  field  ; 

and  if  the  co-operation  of  Russia  witk 

Sweden  produced  such  beneficial  efifeeli 

to  Europe*  her  services  were  not  now  to 

be  estimated  lightly.    Even  the  words  eC 

Austria  herself  proved  that  Sweden  had 

performed  her  part.    She  repreaentad  the 

alliance  between  Sweden  anil  Russia  aa  the 

circumstance  which  saved  £urope.p— Thta 

one  sentence  from  Austria  was  sufficient 

testimony  of.the  services  of  Sweden.    The 

question  was  not  now*  whether  the  en« 

gagements  were  wise;    but  it  was  at  leas! 

a   fact,    that   the  engagements  between 

Russia*  Sweden*  and  England*  were  what 

led  to  the  present  state  of  Europe.    It 

would  be  ungracious*  if,  in  the  moment  of 

difficulty*  Sweden  was    called    upon  la 

fulfil  her  part  of  the  Treaty ;    ana  when 

the  difficulty  and  danger  were  removed* 

the  other  party  refused  to  fulfil  theirs. 

Wise  politicisns  should  go  back  to  caosi* 

der  the  value  of  engagements.    If  they 

held  back  the  price  of  her  services  from 

Sweden,  on  the  plea  of  immorality*  that 

immorality  was  as  apparent    when   the 

Treaty  was  entered  into  as  now,  and  it  was 

then  deliberately  agreed  to.    This  being 

his  view  of  the  case*  he  wished  to  lay  out 

of  his  consideration  the  general  aaguments 

which  had  been  employed.    As  to  the 

cession  on  the  part  of  Denmark*  it  was  an 

oiioia  quatia^    The  cession  by  Denmark 

did  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  case.— Thay 

were  not  at  the  time  of  the  Treaty*  nor 

were  they  since*  at  peace  with  Norwi^. 

The  first  part  of  the  declaration  of  Prinee 

Christian  himself  proved  this;    wheraia 

he  saidt  that  he  then  gave  the  Norweffiana 

peace  with  Great  Briuia.    This  waa  dated 

on  the  14th  of  January.    Prince  Christian 

was  not  to  take  advantage  only  of  thn 

first  article  of  the  Treaty*  and  jentkely 

neglect  the  IQth.    He  and  the  people  et 

Norway  had  a  right  lo  oppose  the  cession; 

but  did  that  take  away  the  right  to  enfiMTce 
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it  on  the  part  of  those  who  hed  ttipnUted 
for  its  enforcement  ?  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  had  cried  op  the  man  that 
stands  upon  the  steps  of  the  Swedish  throne. 
Having,  therefore,  never  ghren  an  opinion 
upon  his  merits,  be  had  nothing  to  unsay. 
He  was,  however,  now  free  to  confess,  that 
lie  had  been  over- rated  and  raised  too 
high ;  bat  he  mast  also  confess  that  he  did 
not  think  so  lowly  of  him  as  some  among 
bis  former  admirers.  On  the  sebject  of  a 
goarantee/  his  opinion  having  been  ad- 
'verted  to»  he  would  use  a  few  words.  As 
a  mode  of  ascertaining  the  real  sense  of 
the  Treaty,  be  bad  compared  it  with 
others,  particnlarly  the  Partition  Treaty, 
which  bears  a  closer  resemblance  than 
any  other.  By  that  Treaty  the  contract- 
ing parties  undertake  to  pot  each  other  in 
possession  of  the  territories  severally 
allotted  to  them,  bv  force«  if  necessary, 
and  so  far  he  considered  the  Treaty  with 
Sweden  equally  binding  upon  England. 
Bat  the  Partition  Treaty  eoee  fartber,  and 
guarantees  the  security  of  the  possessions, 
whereas  there  is  no  sochclaose  in  the  pre* 
lent  Treaty.  It  is  not  therefore  commea- 
sarate  with,  and  equally  ezuosive  as  the 
Partition  Treaty.  It  goes  only  to  the 
putting  of  Sweden  into  possession.  He 
regretted  that  it  went  even  so  far,  and 
woohi  be  glad  to  pay  any  price  in  our 
power  to  get  rhl  of  the  obbgttion ;  but  he 
couM  not  coAseiH  to  allow  the  good  foith 
of  the  coaatry  to  be  called  m  question, 
and  therefbfe  could  not  agree  to  the 
motion* 

Mr.  ffkilbread  said,  from  the  anxious 
leeliiig  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tkmaa  tbat  Great  Britain  should  be  freed 
freed  the  odious  6bligalioti  she  had  con- 
tracted-^o»  the  vebemeDce  with  which 
ha  declaredl,  that  there  was  do  price  which 
be  would  not  wittingly  pay  to  get  rid  of 
tbe  condition  iaposeil  open  her-^it  did 
appear  to  him,  that  be  would  have  pro- 
posed a  motion  precisely  siiiiilflr  to  tbat 
belbra  the  Hoase.  Now^  what  price  did 
tboie  who  supported  diat  motion  call 
upon  tbe  crown  to  pay,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  country  from  so  unpleaiant  a  sitoa^ 
tlen  ?  Tbey  only  requested  that  good  of- 
fices B»ght  be  resorted  tc^ii-tfaey  only  de- 
laanded  that  the  Norwegians  should  be 
rescued  from  the  horrible  ahamative  of  a 
yoke  tbejr  deikested— ^r  the  less  horrible 
cboice  or  famine  !««-He  said,  tbe  less  horri- 
ble choice,  beeaose,  aooaev  than  submit  to 
Bwedeti,  he  was  coAvinced  they  would 
perisbt    Ha  was  lAwvys  axtMmely  happy 


when  tbe  right  boo.  gemleman  coincided 
with  him  in   opinion**7and  he  regretted 
very  much  that,  on  the  present  occasion, 
their  sentiments   were  opposed  to  each 
othen     Had    the    right  hon.   gentleman, 
taken  that  side  of  the  question  which  he 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  supported,  he  was  sure 
the  friends  to  tbe  motion  would  have  de« 
rived  great  advantage  from  his  eloquenee* 
and  from  the  facility  with  which  he  per* 
suaded  others  to  adopt   the  opinions  ha 
had  himself  formed.    But,  on  that  night» 
tbe  abilities  of  the  right  boa.  gentlemen 
appeared  to  be  tied  d<mn  and  trammelled 
by  the  view  he  had  Uken  of  tbe  subject  i 
and  if  any  young  member,  who  had  beard 
much  of  his  powers,  attended  the  Hoosa 
in  the  expeeUtion  that  be  woald  witnew 
a  great  display  of  ekK}oence,  he  must 
have  been  miserably  disappointed.    Ha 
woqld  say,  after  be  had  heard  the  speech 
of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  that  he  cer« 
uinly  most  have  forgotten  himaelf !    Hie 
little  metapbors«-hit  pebbly  stream— hie 
msbing   torrent—bis    dark    clouds— hie 
tempestuous   atmosphere— fell  very    far 
short  of  those  bold  flighUof  imagination 
to  which  he  sometimes  rose— and  to  which 
he  would,  no  doubt,  have  risen  that  even* 
ing,  hot  tbat  the  subject  fettered  and  con* 
fined  his  genias.    It  did  appear  to  bim» 
that  tbe  right  boa.  gentleaao  had  mis* 
qooted  theTVeaty— particulsriy  when  ha 
contended  that  k  bound  Great  Britain  to 
tbe  fuifilmefit  of  terms  ioch  as  were  navet 
befora  exacted  from  any  *tate.    He  felt 
with  those  who  supported  the  notion,  that 
every  means  ought  to  be  tafaen  to  in* 
flame  tbe  House,  and  if  not  the  Hoase,  the 
people  at  large,  to  go  to  tbe  foot  of  the 
throne,  and  to  exclaim  against  a  partici- 
pation in  an  act  which  sallied  the  hitherto 
unspotted     character    of    the    country* 
Many  gentlemen  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
find,  upon  exammation,  that  Great  Bri« 
tain  was  not   bound    by  this  iniquttoot 
Treaty.    He  was  convinced  that  we  were 
not  bouttd  by  it— and,  if  we  chose  to  com- 
mence   hostiUties    against  Norway,   wa 
should  do  it  gratuitously— for  there  was 
nothing  in  the  Treaty  that  bound  qb  to 
soch  an  act— we  were  as  free  as  air  on 
that    subject    He   would    beg  leave  to 
bring  the  recollection  of  the  right  bon* 
gentleman    back    to    tbe    origin  of  the 
Treaty ;  and,  in  doing  so,  be  could  not 
avoid   observing,   that  he  bad  confined 
himself  to   a  scrupulous  examination  of 
particular  words,  instead  of  looking  to  the 
general   coB^>lexiaa    of   the    measure* 
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When  the  origintl  treaty  was  entered  into 
between  Sweden  and  Rustia»  it  did  not 
arise  from  any  appi'ehention  that  the  for* 
jner  country  would  be  invaded  by  Den- 
mark, through  Norway  (for  these  powers 
were  then  at  peace) ;   bat  the  fact  was, 
that  Russia,  to  indemnify  Sweden  for  the 
loss  of  Finland,  offered  to  guarantee  Nor-* 
way  to  her  as  an  equivalent.    But,  said 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  England  step* 
ped  in  just  at  that  time,  and,  in  conse* 
quence,   the  stipulations  of   that    treaty 
were  postponed  until  other  operations  had 
taken    place.     But,    if   the    right    hon. 
gentleman  would  consult  the  dates  of  the 
different  treaties,  he  would  6nd  that  this 
was  not  the  fact.    What,  he  would  ask, 
did  England  agree  to  do  ?   To  obtain  the 
cession  of  Norway  from  Denmark— and 
in  case  the  king  of  Denmark  refused,  or 
declined  joining  the  Allies,  in  that  event,  to 
make  use  of  force.  The  junction  which  ulti- 
mately did  take  place  between  the  king 
of  Denmark  and  the  Allies,  after  the  for- 
mer had  been  deprived  of  great  part  of 
his  dominions,  was  not,  he  was  willing  to 
allow,  of  that  description  which  was  ori- 
ghially  contemplated,  and  which  would 
allow  him  to  say  to  the  Allies,  ''  I  have 
joined  you,  according  to  your  own  con- 
ditions, and,   therefore, .  you  cannot  call 
upon  me  to  cede  Norway.''    But,  Den- 
mark having,  as  far  as  she  could,  ceded 
that  country,  we  were  completely  freed 
from    the    operation    of    the    condition 
into  which   we   had   entered.    The  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  had  alluded  to  the 
Partition  Treatv,  as  a  proof  that  territories 
were  occasionally  ceded.    He  might  have 
adverted,  with  the    same   view,  to   the 
Treaty  at  present  in  progress.    Innume- 
rable instances  miaht  be  adduced,  where 
cessions '  were    made,  and  no  resistance 
was   offered  them ;    but  would  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  contend,  tliat,  where    a 
people  were  absolved  from  their  allegi- 
ance, they  had  not  a  right  to  form  a  go- 
vernment for  themselves,   and    to   resist 
those  who  endeavoured  to  prevent  them  ? 
There  was  not  a  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  to  whom  that  right  did  not  belong. 
And,  when  a  nation,  like  Norway,  secured 
^om  attack,  on  one  side,  by  its  mountains, 
and  on  the  other  by  its  iron-bound  coasts 
—inhabited  by  a  brave,  hardy^  and,  be 
hoped,  a  free  people,  determined  to  assert 
that  right,  every  man  who  possessed  any 
claim  to  patriotism  ought  to  applaud  them. 
That  people  had  expressed  to  their  sove- 
reign the  king  of  Denmark,  their  determi- 

* 


Mr.  C.  W.  Wym'9  Motim 


£SS6 


nation  to  submit  to  all  the  horrors  of 
war  and  famine,  sooner  than  become 
the  subjects  of  Sweden;  at  length  Deo-> 
mark  was  obliged,  the  sword  being  pot 
to  her  throat,  to  cede  the  country. 
Under  these  circumstances,  were  not 
the  Norwegians  folly  justified  in  re- 
nouncing the  throne  of  Denmark,  in  de- 
claring they  would  never  return  to  it,  and 
in  opposing  the  yoke  of  Sweden,  which 
they  viewed  with  detestation  ?  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  said,  the  word '  cesaioa' 
was  not  used  in  the  Treaty— -there  the  term 
'  annexation'  was  alone  to  be  found.  He 
was  really  surprised  that  a  gentleman  pos- 
Jessing  such  a  comprehensive  mind  should 
have  recourse  to  such  a  petty  distinction. 
But,  if  be  looked  to  the  Treaty  entered  into 
at  Kiel,  on  the  10th  x>f  January  last,  be 
would  find  in  the  10th  article,  that  the 
cession  of  Norway  was  expressly  mention- 
ed. By  that  article,  it  was  admitted,  that 
the  king  of  Denmark  had  fulfilled  the  sti- 
pulation into  which  he  bad  entered,  ta 
give  op  Norway ;  and  therefore  the  bu- 
siness was  entirely  taken  out  of  our  hands. 
The  right  hon.  geatleman  spoke  of  Prioca 
Christian  as  a  rebel  to  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark. Now,  it  was. true,  he  might  have 
forfeited  that  crown ;  but  still  he  had  acted 
as  every  patriotic  man  should  do,  when 
called  upon  by  a  brave  people  straggling 
for  their  rights,  regardless  of  personal  con- 
sequences, to  put  himself  at  their  bead* 
He  had  conducted  himself  with  a  degree  of 
fortitude  and  magnanimity  which  shewed 
that  he  was  worthy  of  ruling  orer  a  free 
nation.  Now,  suppose  England  was 
placed  in  a  situation  so  unfortunate,  that, 
to  retrieve  herself,  she  should  be  obliged 
to  cede  Ireland  to  a  foreign  enemy*^in 
such  a  case,  was  there  aa  Irishman  whose 
indignant  heart  would  not  burst  at  the 
mere  mention  of  such  a  degrading  transfer. 
And,  when  they  bad  bemre  them  those 
heroes  who  had  achieved  such  glories  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  (the  greater  number  of 
whom,  be  believed,  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land), could  it,  be  doubted,  that  the  people 
of  that  country  would  find  leaders  who 
woukl  establish  their  independence  ia 
spite  of  the  world  ?  The  hon.  gentteman 
then  proceeded  to  argue,  that  "  the  man 
now  on  the  steps  of  the  throne  of  Sweden" 
(as  Mr.  Canning  termed  him),  had  not 
given  that  effective  co-operation  to  the 
allied  powers  which  he  had  stipulated  to 
do ;  and,  tberefor^.opon  that  ground,  as 
the  conditions  entered  into  by  Sweden 
were  not  fulfilled,  we  could  not  be  fairly 
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called  apon,«llowiog  that  we  ware  other- 
wise bound,  to  compel  Norway  to  receire 
a  new  sovereign,  to  carry  that  stipula- 
tion into  effect.  He  should  like  to  hear 
what  sir  C.  Stewart,  or  marshal  Blucher^ 
would  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  assist- 
ance granted  by  Sweden.  The  gentle- 
men who  argued  on  the  other  side  appear* 
ed  f ery  unwilling  to  examine  this  point. 
Yes,  although  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
would  gire  any  price  to  free  this  country 
from  the  trammels  of  the  Treaty,  yet  nei* 
ther  he,  nor  any  of  those  who. coincided 
in  opinion  with  him,  thought  it  all  neces- 
sary to  examine  whether  Sweden  had  per- 
formed her  part  of  the  contract.  He  then 
proceeded  to  argue  on  the  inconsistency 
of  supporting  the  Spanish  people,  who 
were  transferred  by  the  act  of  their  sore- 
reign  to  France,  hot  who  opposed  that 
transfer ;  and  yet,  in  the  case  of  Norway, 
not  only  refusing  to  assist  her  exertions, 
but  absolutely  using  force  to  crush  them. 
— What  did  the  inhabitants  of  that  coud« 
try  want  ?  Thev  did  not  ask  for  arms  or 
ammunition.  They  only  requested  barley 
and  oats— the  coarsest*  fare  contented 
them«— their  luxuries  were  of  so  bumble 
a  nature,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  scorn  to  put^  up  with  them,  even  on 
the  most  nieagre  days.  Surely  Great  Bri- 
tain would  not  stain  her  national  character, 
by  refusing  such  a  demand.  The  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Stephen)  made  a  number 
of  obserrations  that  greatly  surprised  him. 
With  respect  to  his  half  pious  and  half 
profane  illustration  of  his  argument,  about 
throwing  down  the  gauntlet  to  Divine 
Providence,  which  the  Almighty  would 
certainly  take  up»  he  should  say  nothing 
—Bathe  would  tell  the  learned  gentleman, 
thkt,  although  he  appeared  very  moderate, 
although  he  was  by  no  means  wicked,  yet 
his  tender  mercies  (as  developed  in  his 
speech  that  night)  seemed  to  be  most  cruel. 
If  he  had.  not  been  well  acquainted  with 
the  learned  gentleman's  voice  and  manner, 
be  never  could  have  supposed,  that  the 
identical  man  whom  he  bad  heard  des- 
canting on  the  miseries  of  the  Slave  Trade 
was  the  individual  who  thatni^ht  laboured 
to  shew  the  necessity  of  starving  the  Nor- 
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^egians !  If  he  did  not  know  him  well,  he 
jihould  have  supposed  him  to  be  one  of 
thoite  friends  of  freedom  and  happiness, 
who,  some  years  ago,  were  in  the  habit  of 
suting  to  the  House,  that  the  nalires  of 
Africa  ought  to  be  transported  from  their 
barbarous  country  to  taate  of  liberty  aqd 
.comfort  in  the  West  Indies,     If  he  were 


not  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  abhorred  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, he  should  that  night  have  mistaken 
him  for  one  of  the  old  constituent  body, 
offering  the  people  of  Norway  a  new 
form  of  government,  with  the  book  in  one 
hand,  and  the  sword  in  the  other.  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  examine,  and  to 
spurn  from  them,  this  hardened,  this  un- 
feeling, this  iron  kindness !  He  wished 
to  God  a  flame  of  fire  would  enter  every 
breast  in  that  House,  and  in  the  country, 
and  excite  the  utmost  energies  of  the  peo- 
ple in  behalf  of  the  Norwegians,  for  whose 
success  he  most  fervently  prayed.  In 
conclusion,  the  bon:  gentleman  observed, 
that  those  who  thought  the  Treaty  wfis . 
binding,  and  those  who  bad  formed  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  might  concur  in  the  pre- 
sent motion,  which  only  went  to  procure 
a  pause  from  action,  before  this  country 
proceeded  to  hostile  measures* 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  con- 
tended, that  this  country  was  bound,  in 
compliance  with  the  stipulations  in  her 
Treaty  with  Sweden,  to  put  the  Crown 
Prince  in  possession  of  Norway.  He  re- 
marked, that  the  Crown  Prince  had  ful- 
filled all  the  terms  which  had  been  pro- 
posed to  him  by  Denmark  for  this  cession 
—he  abandoned  the  fortresses  which  he 
had  taken,  advanced  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and,  in  fact,  had  neglected  no 
one  of  those  acts  which  were  necessary  to 
entitle  him  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 
Not  so  with  the  king  of  Denmark)  he  had 
notacted  with  that  good  faith,  which  it  was 
just  he  should  have  done;  and  hence 
arose  the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
this  country,  to  take  care  that  her  ally  re- 
ceived that  recompence  for  her  sacrifices 
which  she  had  a  right  to  expect.  The  right 
hen.  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  put  the  subject  on  the  proper  ground ; 
and  acquiescing  as  he  did  in  the  argu- 
ments that  right  bon.  gentleman  had  ad- 
duced, he  did  not  think  it  necessary 
longer  to  occupy  the  attention  of  thtf 
House. 

Mr.  Ponsanby  said,  the  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman who  bad  just  sat  down  had  said, 
that  bis  right  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  put  this  question  upon  its  proper 
ground— that  was  (o  say,  we  had  entered 
into  a  Treaty  to  secure  the  possession  of 
Norway  to  Sweden,  and  to  employ  odr 
naval  force  in  the  attainment  of  that  object. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard 
any  nation  could  bind  itself  to  an  act  of 
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tynmny  and  kijdtiice.  No  doubt,  if  a 
treftiy  was  entered  into,  whether  iacoo- 
Tenient  or  onerous,  we  were  bound  to 
abide  by  its  stipulations.  If  we  had  un- 
dertaken to  pay  a  sum  of  money,  if  the 
last  shilling  was  wrung  from  the  pockets 
of  the  nation  by  taxes,  it  ought  to  be  and 
•hould  be  paid.  If  we  had  undertaken  to 
gite  to  Sweden  commercial  ad?antage8, 
however  incompatible  with  our  own  in- 
terests and  those  of  posterity,  that  stipula- 
tion ought  to  be  religiously  performed ;  but 
no  itipulatioB  could  b^  binding  which  was 
contrary  to  justice  itself.  Who  had  ever 
iieard  that  it  was  right  to  do  that  which  was 
Ml  itself  wrong,  and  which  was  destructiTe 
of  the  natural  rights  of  nations  ?  He  denied 
that  it  had  ever  been  in  the  contemplation 
of  this  country  to  use  force  towards  the 
Norwegians ;  all  that  was  intended  was, 
to  force  I^nmark  to  cede  Norway  to 
Sweden,  and  this  had  been  effectually 
done.  With  respect  to  the  Treaty  tUelf, 
which  had  been  first  entered  into  between 
Bussia  and  Sweden,  and  to  which  Great 
Britain  had  afterwards  acceded,  he  con- 
sidered it  as  one  which,  in  point  of  atrocity, 
had  not  been  equalled  by  any  former 
transaction  of  mankind.  In  confirmation 
of  this  remark,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman  opposite  (M^.  Canning)^  who,  al- 
though he  had  opposed  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  W.  Wynn),  had  not  he- 
sHated  to  say,  that  there  was  no  sacrifice 
which  he  would  not  make  to  be  freed  from 
the  obHgationa  of  this  Treaty.  These 
i^liffations  were,  notwithstanding  their 
ret<ming  nature,  he  wooM  repeat,  folly 
performed,  Denmark  had  ceded,  by 
compulsion  indeed,  her  rights  over  the 
sotereignty  of  Norway ;  but  the  Norwe- 

gns  themselves,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
chequer  had  said,  refused  to  sanction 
this  transfer ;  they  had,  aa  they  were  en^ 
titled  to  do,  resifsted  the  oppression  with 
which  they  were  threatened:  and,  al- 
though they  were  justly  so  resisting,  the 
navy  of  this  country  was  to  be  employed 
to  force  them  to  obedience.  Suc(i  a  mis- 
application of  the  British  arms,  he  con- 
tended, had  not  been  stipulated  for,  and, 
consequently,  ought  not  to  be  permitted. 
It  had  been  said,  that  this  was  an  illusory 
construction  of  the  Treaty;  and  it  was 
contended,  that  we  were  bound  to  see 
Norway  annexed  to  Sweden.  As  far  as 
the  cession  of  the  sotereignty  of  Denmark 
<iould  go,  that  annexation  had  been  ac- 
compKthed,  and  net  one  alep  lorther  was 
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this  country  bound  to  go.    The  king  of 
Denmark  bad  ceded  his  sotereignty,  had 
ceded  his  rights  orer  Norway,  and,  as  far 
as  he  Could  force  her  people,  had  com- 
pelled them  to  become  the  slares  of  a  na- 
tion for  which  they    felt    the  strongest 
hatred.    The  people  themselTes  had,  how* 
erer,    refused  to  sanction  the    transfer. 
It  had  been  said,  that  Prince  Christian  had 
been  instrumental  to  this  spirit  of  resist- 
ance ;  and  it  had  been  further  insinuated, 
that  the  Danish   government  themseWes 
had,  in  an  underhand  manner,  giren  en* 
couragement  to  the  feelings  which  had  been 
displayed.     If  this  had  been  the  case,  let 
Prince  Christian  be  puaished-^let  Den* 
mark  be  again  tisited  by  the  raragesof. 
war;  but  there  was  no  principle  of  Justice 
or  humanity  which  could  bind  this  coon- 
try  to  perform  towards  Norway  an  act  of 
national    injustice.     [The    Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  here  said  across  the  table, 
"  Our  good  faith  ought'M — Our  good  faith 
(said  Mr.  Ponsonby)  mt^ht  Call  upon  us 
to  perform  stfpolationft  inconsistent  with 
our  interests,  bat  nothing  couM  authorise 
us  to  comufit  an  act  of  downright  tyranny 
and  oppression.    What  would  be  the  state 
of  the  human  race,  if  goyeminents  were 
allowed  to  transfer  their  saJbjects  at  plea- 
sure, and  if  no  right  to  resist  such  transfers 
existed?    Would    it  not  be  degraded^ 
fallen— contemptible  ?    The  present  case 
was  not  new  to  the  people  of  England-* 
they  had  always  been  ready  to  assist  na* 
tions  struggling  for  their  own  liberty.— 
What  had  happened  on  the  partition  of 
Poland }   What  was  the  conduct  which 
England  then  pursued  ?    When  the  par- 
titioning powers  entered  Poland,  Stanis- 
lans  S^eski,  overwhelmed  and  alarmed 
by  the  foree  with  which   be  was   sor- 
rouwded,  called  a  diet,  and  gare  up  lo 
the  enrpreas  Catharine  of  Rus^  all  that 
she    required.    Did    the   people  o^  Po« 
land  subscribe    to    this    sacrifice?    Mo; 
a   great    part  of  the  PoHeh  nation,  led 
by    Poniatew^i,   determined  to   main- 
tain   the  independence   and    tlve   liber- 
ty of  their  >€oentry,  and  made  long  and 
glorious  struggles  fit  thot  porpose.    That 
conduct  was  not  thought,  by  England,  re- 
bellious.    That  was  not  deemed  a  peril* 
dio«A  act.    No;  but  it  receited  the  ap* 
probation,  the  countenance,  and  the  sym- 
pathy of  this  country.    Our  aaerchanta, 
our  bankers,  and  our  traders,  assembled 
together,  with  their  lord  mayor  at  their 
h^,  and  in  a  few  days  subscribed  a 
large  lum  of  money  to  support »  paopte^ 
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wh^  IB  deipke  of  tbeir  owB  govtraneal, 
reftMcd  to  be  trftnaferreiL  Tra«  il  mu, 
the  br&fe  and  gallaot  people  were  at 
IcDgth  overcome;  but  tboogh  tbey  bad 
fiuled,  no  man  wbo  had  ever  wriuen  aaid* 
Ibal  la  wbal  they  did,  Ibey  had  net  done 
right.  No  man  bad  been  beard  to  say, 
thai  the  astUtance  of  this  ooontry  bad 
been  improperly  bestowed.  A  later  in* 
atance  bad  been  afforded  in  the  case  of 
the  iqibabitanU  of  Tyrol,  who,  when  trans- 
ferred by  the  Aottriaos  to  the  French, 
vefiued  to  be  thus  transforred,  and,  head- 
ed by  Hofier,  a  poor  innkeeper  to  be  sore, 
but  a  man  that  was  not  to  be  terrified  by 
dangers  bowerer  great,  or  opposition 
bowerer  powerfnl,  resisted  the  sla^ry  to 
which  they  were  destined,  and  brarely 
foQght  for  that  liberty  which  had  been 
so  basely  tmrtered.  They,  however,  un- 
fortunately shared  the  fate  of  Poland,  and 
were  obliged  to  yield  to  their  conquerors. 
No  man,  however,  bad  thought  that  the^ 
were  not  justified  in  their  conduct.  This 
country  felt  for  the  Tyrdese  as  they  had 
for  the  Poles,  and  had  contributed  by  pe- 
cuniary means  towards  tbeif  enconrage- 
ment ;  «nd  it  was  then,  as  it  ever  would 
be,  maintained  as  an  incontrorertible 
truth,  that  the  right  of  resistance  under 
such  circumstances  was  common  to  all 
mankind.  It  might  be  said,  as  with  Cor- 
sica, that  such  resistance  was  foolish  and 
imprudent ;  but  iu  folly  or  iu  imprudence 
did  not  lessen  the  noble  motives  from 
which  it  had  arisen.  So  now  with  re- 
ppect  to  the  people  of  Norway,  whom  it 
was  falsely  stated  we  were  bound  by  a 
treaty  to  starve  Into  compliance,  it  was 
an  act  of  tyranny  which  we  bad  ever 
been  the  instrom^its  to  oppose.  Starva- 
tion was/  in  fact,  the  only  way  in  which 
was  wu  to  be  made  upon  these  unfortu- 
nate people.  They  had  no  fleeU,  they 
bad  no  commerce,  to  which  our  efforts 
could  be  directed— and  now  the  navy  of 
England*— that  navy  which  had  swept  the 
seas  of  every  other  navy  in  the  world-*-so 

£reat,so  glorioos,  so  triumphant,  waste 
B  eoftployed  in  starving  the  inhabitants 
of  Norway  into  compliance  with  a  demand 
inconsistent  vrltb  all  moral  and  natural 
obligations,  and  directly  at  variance  with 
those  principles  of  which  Great  Briuin 
had  at  all  times  been  the  champion. 
Here  would  be  a  charming  service  on 
which  to  send  a  lord  Nelson.  It  might 
be  said,  that  fivst^iate  ships  would  not  be 
employed  in  this  honourable  warAwe. 
PedMips,  then,  captain  Broke,  «nd  bis  gri- 


lant  erew,  wbo  bad  bumbled  the  pride  of 
the  American  navy,  and  in  fifteen  mi- 
nuttt  bad  forced  the  Chesapeake  to  strii^ 
to  his  superior  skill  and  bravery,  would  be 
sent  to  assist  in  starving  an  independent, 
firee,  and  gallant  nation  Into  submission 
and  slavery«»Hk  fflorious  reward  for  soeb 
an  oScer^p^  pleasant  employment  for 
the  naval  force  of  Ensland  I  It  was  in 
vain  10  disguise  fiom  themselves  the  truth 
of  this  matter.  The  Treaty  which  had 
been  acceded  to  was  iniquitous  and  mn» 
just.  The  stipulations,  however,  it  was 
clear  had  been  complied  with,  and  there 
was  no  tie  of  honour  or  hunesty  by  which 
we  were  bound  to  do  more  than  bad  been 
done.  We  could  arraign  other  countries 
for  tbeir  fences-— #e  eoold  be  loud  in 
our  condemnation  of  acts  of  injustice  com* 
mitted  by  other  states ;  but  he  knew  not 
whether  Buonaparte,  in  the  plenitude  of 
all  bis  power—- in  the  full  exercise  of  all 
bis  despotism,  bad  ever  committed  an  act 
of  such  atrocity  as  that  of  which  we  were* 
now  the  abettors.  Whatever  we  might 
think  of  ourselves»«whatever  judgment 
we  might  pass  upon  our  own  conduct«^he 
rest  of  the  world  ooold  not  but  pronounce 
us  unjust,  unprincipled,  inhuman;  and 
that  Snffland,  which  amidst  so  many 
storms  of  adversity  had  maintained  her 
dignity— 4hat  England,  which  had  ever 
stood  foremost  in  the  chastisement  of  in- 
justice^-that  Eneland,  which  had  hereto- 
fore supported  the  highest  rank  in  the  ci- 
viliaed  world,  was  about  to  do  that  which 
would  sully  her  naose  and  sully  her  glory 
for  ever  1 

Mr.  WUbetfaree  was  compelled,  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  to  resist  the  motion,  on  the 
aground  stated  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Canning).  He  gave  ministers  cre- 
dit for  their  good  intentions ;  yet  be  could 
not  admit  that  the  proceeding  towards 
Norway  was  just  or  liberal.  On  those 
principles  which  be  had  ever  observed, 
and  on  which  he  had  formerly  deprecated 
the  Slave  Tradoj^  he  considered  tne  parti- 
tioning of  states  against  their  will  a  most 
despotic  sacrifice  of  public  rights.  Ha 
hoped  his  Majesty's  ministers,  who  did 
not  appear  to  be  toe  projectors  of  this  ces- 
sion, would  do  all  they  ceuld  to  avert  the 
calamities  of  the  mrwegians.  There 
was  no  sacrifice  that  he  would  not  make, 
to  prevent  an  act  of  such  flagrant  injus- 
tice. 

Lord  John  Russell  spoke  in  fovour  of 
the  Address;  as  did  Mr.  W.  Smith. 

Mr.  Bathtm  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
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measoret  adopted  by  bit  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters, and  in  sapport  of  the  necesstfcy  of 
Great  Britain  placing  Norway  in  the  pos- 
session of  Sweden. 

Sir  Thomas  D.  Aehmd,  alibougb  from 
the  first  moment  be  saw  the  Treaty  with 
Sweden,  be  felt  for  it  the  utmost  detesta- 
tion, yet  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that 
its  stipolatioDs  ought  to  be  carried  into 
effect ;  and,  therefore,  reluctantly  he  must 
oppose  the  motion  of  his  bon.  friend. 
Before  he  sat  down,  boweter,  he  begged 
he  might  be  permitted  to  state  some  in- 
formation which  came  within  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  and  which  might  have 
some  weight  with  his  Majesty's  mints* 
ters.  At  this  time,  and^the  whole  of  the 
next  month,  was  th^  seed-time  in  Nor- 
way. The  inhabitants,  he  believed,  had 
scarcely  sufficient  to  sow  the  land  for  a 
crop ;  and  yet  he  feared  that  even  this 
little  their  necessities  would  oblige  them 
to  de?ote  to  their  present  sustenance, 
whereby  hereafter  they  would  inevitably 
be  reduced  to  famine.  This  circumstance, 
he  conceived,  ought  to  induce  some  re- 
laxation towards  these  unhappy  people. 
Though  we  were  bound  by  our  Treaty  to 
co-operate  with  our  naval  force  in  attaining 
the  objects  of  Sweden,  we  were  not  bound 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmost  ri- 
gour. There  were  no  sinews  of  war  to  be 
crippled,  no  commerce  to  be  impeded; 
ail  tnat  could  be  done  was,  to  sUrve  not 
alone  the  rich  bat  the  poor— the  soldier 
and  the  peasant-^he  women  and  the  chil- 
dren—the  infirm  and  the  aged.  These  were 
circumstances  which  ought  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten—we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  mise- 
ries which  were  inflicted  on  the  innocent. 
>«— He  had  himself,  while  a  prisoner  in  Nor- 
way, experienced  the  greatest  kindness 
and  liberality ;  and  at  a  time  when  this 
country  was  making  her  attack  on  Copen- 
hagen, when  every  family  in  Norway  was 
anxious  for  the  fate  of  some  one  of  their 
relatives  and  friends,  and  when  the  post 
by  which  that  intelligence  was  to  be  con- 
Teyed  was  stopped  by  our  cruizers,  he, 
accompanied  by  others,  passed  through 
the  streets  of  Christianstadt,  amidst  crowds 
of  the  enquiring  and  anxious  inhabitants, 
^et  not  one  of  them  received  the  slightest 
insult.  Again,  at  a  period  when  the  king 
of  Denmark  had  forbidden,  under  the 
most  severe  penalties,  all  communication 
with  England,  or  connection  with  Eng- 
lish mercantile  houses,  he,  among  others, 
went  to  a  Norwegian  merchant  to  apply 
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for  money-^when  they  were  told,  billa 
upon  England  were  prohibited ;  but  tbe 
person  to  whom  they  addressed  them- 
selves expressed  his  love  and  reneratioii 
for  England  ;  be  called^  it  the  friend  and 
protector  of  his  country,  and,  without  he- 
sitation, gave  up  his  money  without  seca* 
rity,  saying,  *'  You  are  Englishmen ;  I 
know  you  will  be  honourable.''  Such 
were  the  sentiments  entertained  of,  and 
confidence  placed  in, .  this- country  by 
Norway;  and  he  could  not  but  lament, 
that  we  were  now  repaying  that  confi- 
dence by  the  blackest  ingratitude. 

Mr.  C,  W.  Wynn  now  rose,  amid  loud 
cries  of  Question !  and  having  shortly  re- 
plied to  the  argumenu  which  had  been 
urged  against  him,  a  division  took  place— 
when  the  numbers  were : 


For  the  Address 

Against  it     -    - 

Majority  -    - 


last  qf  the  Minority^ 


71 
229- 
— 158 


Aubrey,  Mr  John 
Abercromby,  hon.  J. 
Anson,  general 
Baring,  sir  T. 
BurdetL  sir  F. 
Bernard,  Scrope 
Bewick,  col. 
Bcnnet,  hon.  H. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Creevey,  T. 
Combe,  H. 
Calvert,  C. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Dunoas,  hon.  L. 
Douglas,  hon.  S. 
Ebrington,  lord 
Foley,  T. 
Frcmantle,  W.  H. 
FitzgeraW,lordW. 
Greenhill,  R. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Gordon,  R. 
Gaskell,  B. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Hamilton,  sir  H. 
Homer,  F. 
Halsey,  J. 
Hughes,  W. 
Hornby,  E. 
Howard,  H. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lloyd,  M. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Leach,  J. 
Leader,  W, 
Martin,  H. 
Martin,  J. 


Mackintosh,  sir.  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Melgund,  lord 
Moore,  P. 
Mostyn,  sirT. 
Mewportj  sir  J. 
Nugent,  lord 
North,  D. 
Ord,W. 
CHarayC. 

Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G« 
PigflN>t,  sir  A. 
PSllips,  G. 
Prittie.  hon.  F. 
Pamefl,  sir  H. 
Paulet,  hon.  V. 
Ridley,  sn  M. 
RomUly,  sir  S. 
Ranciiff,  lord 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  J.  Cambridge 

University. 
Stanley,  lord 
Scudamore,  R. 
Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Tavistodc,  marquis  of 
Whitbread,  S. 
Williams,  O. 
Wharton,  J. 
Western,  C. 
Winnington,  sir  T. 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Telli^rs. 
Wynn,C.W. 
Smith,  W. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  May  15. 
Clirot  Pbn ALTiBs  BiLL»]  The  HoQte 
reiolyed.  Itself  into  a  Committee  upon  this 
Bill.  Upon  the  provision  authorising  the 
courts,  ander  certain  circomstances,  to 
stay  the  proceedings  that  had  been  en* 
tered  into ; 

The  Doke  of  Naifi>lk  observed,  that 
however  onw orthily  the  person  in  qnestion 
might  have  pursued  his  object,  still  it  was 
of  consequence  that  the  faith  and  law  of 
the  country  should  not  be  violated  without 
strong  necessity.  These  penalties  had 
been  sued  for  under  the  sanction  of  the 
law;  and  he  thought  the  psrty  suing 
ought  at  least  to  be  indemnified  for  his 
own^  expences  incurred  in  the  prosecution. 
.  Lord  Ellenbarough  said,  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  provision  was  analogous  to  the 
osual  practice  of  parliament.  > 

Th^  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  it  was 
certainly  a  delicate  proceeding ;  but  that 
it  had  been  the  practice,  at  all  times,  when 
an  inforo»er  made  a  vexatious  abuse  of  a 
law  which  was  intended  for  wholesome 
purposes,  for  the  legislature  to  interfere, 
and  shield  those  who  were  the  objects  of 
that  vexatious  abuse  from  the  penalties 
incurred.  If  the  House  were  justified, 
therefore,  in  depriving  this  person  of  his 
vested  rights  in  penalties  legally  sued  for, 
the  same  principle  would  justily  them  in 
interfering  with  respect  to  his  costs.  In 
cases  even,  where  a  verdict  had  been  ob« 
tained,  in  vexatious  prosecutions,  and  lOOL 
penalties  recovered,  only  10/.  were  al* 
lowed  ;  and  in  others,  the  costs  were  often 
denied  after  a  verdict  obtained. 

Lord  Holland  contended,  that  the  neces- 
sity of  the  present  Bill  arose  from  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  iSd  of  the  King,  which 
it  would  be  better  to  acknowledge  wrong 
at  once,  than  to  persevere  in  from  any 
false  notions  of  consistency.  Instead  of 
an  act  of  grace  to  the  clergy,  it  had 
proved  one  of  great  hardship,  especially 
from  the  technical  description  of  residence^ 
which  he  wished  was  got  rid  of.  He  did 
not  mean  to  oppose  the  present  Bih,  be- 
cause its  object  was  to  relieve  a  va^t  num- 
ber of  individuals  from  a  prosecution  which 
arose  out  pf  the  errors  of  the  legislature 
itself.  Similar  prosecutions,  he  feared, 
would  be  frequent,  unless  they  departed 
from  the  principle  of  enforcing  residence, 
or  defined  the  nature  of  residence  moreac- 
curately. 

(VOL.XXVIL) 
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The  Lorii  ClumceUor  contended,  that  the 
43d  of  the  King,  as  far  as  the  residence  of 
the  clergy  was  concerned,  had  been  a  very 
great  improvement.  The  cases  of  hard- 
ship, before  the  passing  that  Act,  were 
numerous.  He  remembered  two  or  three 
which  came  under  his  own  notice ;  parti- 
cularly one,  of  a  clergyman  who  went 
down  to  his  living  in  the  country,  and 
found  a  handsome  parsonage- house,  much 
larger  than  he  wanted,  as  he  had  no  family. 
An  attorney  in  the  place,  with  a  large 
family,  was  living  in  a  small  convenient 
house,  which  he  proposed  to  exchange 
with  the  clergyman,  and  reside  at  his  par* 
sonage.  At  the  end  of  the  twelve  months, 
when  the  attorney  waff  applied  to  for  the 
difference  of  the  rent,  his  answer  was,  I 
-owe  you  nothing,  but  you  owe  me  I  lOI. 
the  amount  of  penalty  for  noo-residence, 
which  he  actually  sued  for  and  recovered. 
The  43d  of  the  lUng,  he  certainty  did  not 
^hink  open  to  so  many  objectioiis  as  the 
noble  baron  had  insinasited.  He  felt  soma 
little  personal  concern  about  that  Act; 
for  he  had  laboured  day  and  night  to 
render  it  beneficial  to  the  clergy.  The 
temper  of  the  times  when  it  was  passed  did 
not  admit  of  consulting  the  mutual  inte- 
rests  of  the  clergy  and  public  so  much  as 
might  now  be  done. 

The  Archbishop  of  CanUrbury  was  of 
opinion,  that  mat  relief  had  been  afibrded 
by  that  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  much 
required  to  be  done  to  give  it  a  full  and 
perfect  operaticm.  Nothing  was  more  to 
be  deplored,  than  that  the  inadvertence 
and  misconduct  of  some  of  the  clergy  had 
given  occasion  to  the  present  Bill ;  but  it 
would  be  found,  that  its  provisions  sepa- 
rated the  cases  of  vicious  non -residence 
from  those  of  mistake  and  neglect. 

Lord  Elknborough  wished  the  whole 
matter  of  residence  to  be  re-cast  It  had 
been  approached  by  the  legislature  with 
a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and,  as  it  stood  at  present,  was  full  of 
defects. 

The  Lorrf  C*oficc//or  was  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  residence 
without  making  the  failure  of  it  penal.^ 

Lord  Eltenbwmgh  observed,  that  when  it 
was  considered  now  vast  a  number  of 
persons  was  concerned,  and  how  various 
and  infinite  were  the  causes  of  residence 
and  non-residence,  it  would  hardly  be  pos- 
sible, he  apprehended,  to  accomplish  all 
that  might  be  desired,  withoiit  confididg  a 
.very  large  discretion  in  the  bishops. 
The  Doke  of  JVbi:^  observed^  that  by 
(SK) 
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the  opciBtlon  of  the  prest»t  3ill,  not  only 
was  the  right  of  property,  under  the  law, 
taken  away  from  the  individoal,  but  also 
what  he  had  expended  in  a  legal  pureuit. 
Such  a  regulation,  however,  might  be  ne- 
cenary,  and  he  ihoald  not,  therefore,  per- 
sist to  a  diririon,  though  he  still  retained 
his  own  opinion. 

The  cUase  was  then  read  and  carried; 
after  which  the  Hoose  resumed,  and  the 
Rep<Nri  wae  received » 

HOtSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday, Mojf  I'S. 

l^TfTioN  OF  Mb.  Mallison.1  Sir. 
Francis  BtirdeU  presented  a  Petition 
kom  William  Hency  Mallison,  of  Saint 
Michael's  Alley,  Cornhill ;  seuing  forth, 
'*  that  it  is  with  the  highest  gratihcation 
the  petitioner  learns  a  committee  is  ap- 
peiinted  to  investigate  a  mode  of  giving 
rdief  to  shipwrecked  mariiiert  andves- 
aela  in  distress,  so  maay  thoosanda  perish- 
ing annually  on  the  coasts  of  these  islands, 
leaving  their  wives  and  children  toe  fre- 
quently victims  lo  want  and  misery  ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  having  formed  a  plan 
lor  this  Inodable  intention,  founded  on  the 
iaveiition  the  petiti<mer  caib  ^  The  Sea- 
man's Friend,"  which  in  June  1811  was 
•nanimoosly  acknowledged  adequate  to 
this  great  purpose  by  the  committee  then 
appointed  by  the  House,  he  humbly  pre- 
mmes  to  rcqoest  his  proposed  mode  of 
giving  relief  to  shipwrecked  mariners, 
which  will  be  found  as  simple  as  certain, 
may  be  investigated,  in  order  that  its 
merits  and  prncticability  may  be  ascer- 
uined." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Convoy  Bill.]  The  House  having  re- 
solved into  a  committee  on  the  Convoy 
Bill, 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  state  some  facts,  of 
which  he  had  been  apprised  by  his  con- 
stituents. Since  the  period  at  which  the 
Admiralty  had  pot  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
allowing  single  ships,  properly  armed,  to 
run  to  and  from  the  West  Indies,  it  had 
been  expected  that  convoys  would  be 
more  frequent ;  on  the  contrary,  however, 
their  number  bad  greatly^  diminished* 
An  application  had  been  made  for  a  convoy 
from*  the  West  Indies  in  February  last,  at 
which  period  there  were  150  vessels  ready 
with  cargoes,  to  the  value  of  three  millions 
iteriing.  They  had,  hovrever,  been  de- 
tained, and  the  number  of  vessels  was  now 
t 
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probably  increased  to  400.  The  arrival  of 
so  many  ships  at  one  moment,  was  pro- 
ductive of  great  injconvenience  in  the 
market.  The  suggestion  of  some  of  his 
constituenu  was,  that  ships  property  armed 
(that  arming  to  be  regulated  by  parlia- 
ment)  shonid  be  allowed  to  sail  without 
convoy,  or  that  the  Admiralty  should  ap- 
point convoys  more  frequently. 

Mr.  /Sole  deprecated  the  introdeetioo  of 
any  thing  into  the  Bill,  which  might  give 
to  the  Americans  information  cakulat^  %e 
faciliute  their  privateering  expedittont 
against  onr  trade. 

Mr.  Crokar  expressed  his  persaasien, 
that  the  representation  which  had  been 
made  by  his  hon,  friend  (Mr.  Canning) 
arose  out  of  a  misconception.  Before  the 
war  with  America,  it  had  bee»  ivflicieat 
to  protect  the  trade  in  the  Channel,  no 
danger  being  to  be  apprehended  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  West  Indies.  Licences, 
therefore,  to  go  north  about  were,  at  that 
period,  granted  by  the  Adiuiralty,  with 
perfect  facility.  On  the  breaking  o«l  of 
the  American  war,  however,  the  case  was 
changed.  The  American  merchant-ships 
were  almost  universally  converted  into 
^ivateers.  The  seas  swarmed  with  thou- 
sands of  tbem.  Vessels  then  miming 
from  Liverpool,  and  the  other  western 
povts,  merely  ran  to  fall  into  the  jawa  of 
the  enemy.  Feeling  this,  the  Admiralty 
refused  to  grant  licences;  the  only  ten* 
dency  of  which  was,  the  capture  of  the 
vessels  to  which  they  were  granted.  On 
the  very  night  of  the  arrival  of  the  Ame- 
rican declaration  of  war,  the  revocation  of 
alt  licences  which  had  been  gramed  was 
published  in  the  Gazette.  During  half 
the  year,  it  was  impossible  to  blockade  the 
American  ports;  and  during  the  other 
half,  the  blockade  was  necessarily  very 
imperfect.  The  only  hope,  therefore,  of 
keeping  the  American  privateers  within 
their  ports,  was,  to  withhold  from  them  the 
expectation  of  a  prey.  The  Admiralty, 
therefore,  established  regekur  convoys; 
and  the  gentlemen  interested  in  ^e  West 
India  trade  having  been  invited  f-  meet 
and  make  snch  arrangements  as  ^oaM 
suit  their  interest,  and  at  the  mme  time 
woold  not  be  incompatible  with  the 
public  service,  it  vras  settled,  that  four 
conyoys  should  sail  annually  from  Spit- 
head,  and  four  from  Cork,  for  the  West 
Indies,  and  that  they  should  be  placed 
within  a  fortnight  of  one  another ;  tfo  that 
the  vossela  who  were  aeeidemally  tne  late 
for  the  one»  might  yet  contrive  to  catch 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SWj 


Ompq^^OL 


May  I5»  1814.. 


[870 


Ihe  other.      If  it  w^re  asked*  why   the 
jMimber  of  convoys  was  not  greaier^  the 
answer  would  be,  that  the  Admiralty  (as 
he  had  before  observed),  not  wishing  to 
expose  our  commerce  to  any  risk  from  the 
Americans,  thought  it  wise  to  allow  fewer 
convoys,  but  to  make  them  all  safe.     Each 
convoy   therefore  equalled   in    force   the 
whole  American  navy ;   ihe  oonaequence 
of  which  was,  that  not  a  single  merchant- 
ahip  had  been  taken  which  sailed  under 
convoy,  and  that  no  convoy  had  l^en  at 
all   disturbed,  except  by  weather.    For 
this  purpose,  however,  it  became  necessary 
to  appoint  for  each  convoy  a  line  of  battle 
ship,  a  frigate,  and  several  sloops.    Mak* 
ing  allowance  for  several  spare  ships  ne- 
cessary to  supply  accidental  deficiencies, 
the  single  ^r vice,  therefore,  of  convoys  to 
the  West  Indies  required  about'  10  line  of 
battle  ships,  10  frigates,  and  from  20  to 
30  sloops  of  war.    The  return  of  the  con* 
Toys  from  the  West  Indies  was  equally 
simple  and  clear.    They  sailed  at  certain 
periods  fixed  bv  the  trade.    The  Admi* 
ralty  had  wished  t^ose  periods  to  be  unal* 
terably  fixed ;    b«t  the  trade  requesting 
that  this  might  not  be  the  case,  our  admiral 
on  the  West  India  station  had  orders  to 
appoint  a  certain  day  for  the  Ailing  of  the 
convoy,  but  to  accelerate  or  retard  iuy  de* 
parture  at  the  pleasure  of  the  trade.    It 
was  undoubtedly  true,  as  had  been  stated 
by  his  hon.  friend,  that  one  of  these  con* 
Toys  had  been  detained.    No  letters  had 
yet  been  received  at  the  Admiralty,  to 
account  for  this  circumstance ;  but  he  had 
no  doubt  that  when  they  did  arrive  the 
delay  would  be  satisfactorily  explained. 
As  to  the  permission  to  vessels  armed 
according  to  act  of  parliament  to  run,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  as  soon  as  the 
Americans  became  aware  of  the  force  of 
those  vessels,  they  would  fit  out  others  of 
'  larger   force  to  intercept   them.      The 
stoutest   of  our  merchant  vessels  could 
hardly  carry  more  than  20  guns  and  50 
men.    Now,  many  of  the  Americaa  pri* 
vateersi  it  was  well  known,  carried  24  or 
2^  guns  and  150  men*    Thus  inferior^  the 
loss  of  our  single  veeaels  would  be  almost 
certain.     It  would  he  better  that  they 
should  not  be  armed  at  all,  for  they  would 
then  be  better  able  to  run  away.    If  any 
particular  portion  of  the  seat  were  to  be 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Con- 
voy Act»  the  only  consequence  would  be, 
that  the  Americans  would  flock  thither—- 
it  would  be  their  prederre.    Such  a  step^ 
however^  b%d  been  taken  iocirconstances 


in  which  it  was  safe  to  take  k.  Imme** 
d lately  on  the  receipt  of  the  Gonveation 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  orden 
were  issued  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  Convoy  Act^  in  the  whole  of  the 
Mediterranean.  It  would  also  be  sus* 
pended  in  the  Baltic,  were  it  not  that  the 
trade,  with  a  Tiew  to  insurance,  wished  it 
not  to  be  so.  But  for  that  wish,  it  would 
be  suspended  in  the  Baltic,  as  long  as 
there  were  no  American  priTateers  in  that 
sea.  It  was  undeniably  the  interest  of 
the  Admiralty  to  grant  licences  for  nin- 
niog  ships,  instead  of  appointing  conToye, 
ht  in  the  latter  case  they  incurred  a  ret« 
ponsibili.ty,  from  which  in  the  former  they 
were  exempt;  but  their  object  invariably 
was,  to  adopt  such  measures  on  the  sol^act 
as  were  best  calculated  lo  secure  the  com- 
merce of  the  country. 

Mr.  CtuiMing,  in  reply,  said,  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  Admiralty  would  make  the 
business  as  liule  onerous  as  possible,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  at  present  fbrther 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkina  was  extremely 
aTerse  from  allowing  the  Admiraltv  to 
have  the  direction  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  Another  hardship  was»  that  the 
Admiralty  should  have  power  to  compel 
the  merchants  to  give  bonds;  but,  with 
the  explanation  given,  he  would  not  op- 
pose the  further  progress  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Cmmimg  was  of  opinion,  that  if  a 
daosewas  introduced  to  empower  the  Ad* 
miraJty  to  iasue  a  public  notioe  of  the 
licences  to  be  given,' and  the  places  to 
which  the  ships  were  to  ^  it  vvould  re- 
move many  of  the  complmaU  which  had 
been  enumerated. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  was  afraid  Mcli 
danger  would  arise  firom  soch  m  regulation, 
as  notice  would  thereby  be  grven  to  the 
American  cruixers,  where  the  ships  to  be 
licensed  would  be  bound  to.  He  was 
sorry  to  say,  that  there  were  persons  in  this 
country,  and  not  a  few  of  them,  who  were 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  the  mmor  patim,  and 
to  every  principle  of  honour  and'honeety, 
as  to  convey  on  etrry  ocoasioD  the 
speediest  and  most  correct  inforntatios 
with  respect  to  the  destimtion  of  every 
ship  sailing  with  a  license,  which  they 
cootrived  by  some  oieans  or  other  to  find 
ont.  It  was  not  long  ago  that  an  Ame- 
rican priTateer  had  received  soeh  accurate 
information  on  this  head,  that  she  lay  in 
wait  for  i^  particular  ship  by  name  in  sooh 
a  latitude  as  to  be  almost  certain  of  fislling 
in  with  her  by  a  certain  day.    li  so^  hap* 
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peoed«  howe?er,  that  she  was  taken  by  one 
of  oqr  frigatet  the  day  before ;  and  the 
Tery  next  day  our  frigate,  and'  the  Ame- 
ricao  craiser,  her  prize,  passed  this  Tery 
ship,  which  would  have  been  ctptored  by 
the  American,  had  she  not  been  antece- 
dently, deprived  of  the  means  of  doing  us 
this  mischief. 

Mr.  Rote  said,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
every  accommodation  would  be  given  by 
the  Admiralty  to  the  mercantile  interests. 
'  Mr.  Marryatt  said,  licenses  had  been 
given  by  the  Admiralty  to  several  ships  to 
go  to  Archangel ;  and  the  consequences 
were,  that  the  friends  of  the  American 
cruisers  had  so  efiectually  exerted  their 
aibilities  in  giving  them  information,  that 
he  saw  no  less  than  1 8  of  them  on  Lloyd's 
books,  one  morning,  as  prizes  to  the  Ame- 
rican privateers..  He  therefore  thought 
the  Hcensea  could  not  be  kept  too  secret. 
■  AAer  a  few  words  from  general  Gas- 
coy  ne,  the  House  was  resumed,  and  the 
report  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Catholic  Boabd.J  Mr.  Knox,  seeing 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  Ireland  in 
hu  place,  observed,  that  be  was,  no 
doubt,  well  acquainted  with  the  late 
proceedings  of  the  Catholic  Board.  It 
was  his  opinion,  that  government  ought 
to  take  every  step  to  put  down  an  evil 
,  which  excited  alarm  in .  the  minds  of 
every  well  wisher  <o  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland;  and  he  wished  to  know  what  it 
was  the  intention  of  government  to  do  in 
this  business  ? 

Mr.  Petl  said,  the  subject  was  at  present 
under  the  consideration  of  the  executive 
.  power ;  but  he  did  not  feel  that  hecould 
at  present  give  any  answer. 

Mr.  Knox  said,  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Protestant  population  of  Ireland  were 
deeply  interated  in  this  matter. 
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Navt  Estimates.]  The  House  having 
formed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  f¥>  DwndoB  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
notice^  to  move  the  different  estimates  for 
the  naval  service  of  the  current  year.  It 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter 
minutely  into  this  subject,  as  the  estimates 
had  been  printed  sereral  weeks,  and  were  in 
the  bands  of  the  members.  If  any  gentle- 
man, however,  wished  for  explanation-  on 
any'particolar  branch,heshould  be  happy  to 
afliord  it.  The  estimates  consisted  or  the 
Ordinary,  the  Extraordinary ,  and  Transport 
Service.  The  Ordinary  Service  was  divided 
into  three  branches:  lst..Pay«^d.  Half- 


pay.  [An  increase  was  proposed  in  this 
branch,  but  it  was  impossible  yet  to  say  to 
what  extent.]  The  5d  head  was,  the  esti- 
mate of  Superannuatioti.    The  next  was 
the  Extraordinary  Service ;  no  alteration 
would  take  place  in  this  service.    With 
respect  to  the  estimates  of  tlie  Repairs  of 
Ships  of  War,  a  great  deal  would  be  neces- 
sary to  fit  them  for  the  ordinary  ;    for  if 
laid  up  unrepaired  they  would  go  to  ruin. 
He  next  eame  to  the  head  of  SScpences  of 
New  Wo^ks  required  ;  but  the  ^committee 
would  not  thank  him  to  go  through  the 
details  of  the  works  noiv.    A  lafge  sum  of 
above  1,000,000/.  was  stated  for  Army  Pro- 
visions, &c.     He  proposed  a  reduction  of 
one-half,  that  is  800,000/.    One  article, 
tl^e  Sick  and  Wounded,  was  considerably 
over«stated,  but  he  could  not  yet  say  to 
what  extent    It  would  depeyid  on  the 
numl>er  of  those  who  arrived  sick  from 
foreign  service.     One  large  statement  was 
XfOOOJOOOL  for  Prisoners  of  War.  A  hope 
would  naturally  be  entertained  of  a  large 
reduction  on  this  head ;  but  the  accounts 
were  kept  from  October  one  year  to  Octo- 
ber next  year;  so  that  the  saving  would 
only  be  from  the  period  of  tlie  release  to 
October.    The  reduction  would  be  about 
200,000/.    In  December  last  there  were 
voted  12  millions  for  Wear  and  Tear.    A 
reduction  was  here  proposed  of  2  milliolos. 
The  total  deduction  from  the  estimates  of 
the  current  year  would  be  between  three 
and  four  millions.     The  House  had  voted 
140,000  seamen.     It  mustbe  gratifying^  to 
all  to  learn  the  pitch  of  power  to  which 
the   British  navy  had   arrived.     It  bad 
never  perhaps  been  equalled,  and  certainly 
never  exceeded.     It  was  not  this  or  that 
board  which  had  raised  the  navy  to  this 
ascendancy,  but  the  liberal  support  of  par- 
liament and  the  country  at  large.     We 
had  a  naval  power  equal  to  check  the 
combined  fleets  of  the  world,  and  even 
capable  of  overwhelming  them*     It  con- 
sisted of  above  1 ,000  vessels.    What  our 
seamen  were,  the  voice  of  Europe  would 
telU    They  had  been  engaged  in  blockade 
for  years,  a  dull  monotonous  service,  which 
they  had   borne  without  murmuring  or 
repming.     A  grateful  country  must  hail . 
the  return  of  their  brave  defenders.    They 
had  earned  the  gratitude  of  that  country 
by  many  a  toilsome,   many    a  stormy 
day. 

The  items  were  then  moved  and  agreed 
ta  in  the  comnHttee. 

'  Mr.  Titm^  inquired  whether,  upon  the 
whole  estimates,  there  was  an  exceedinjg 
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above;  or  a  dimiQation  wilder;  those  of  last 
year  ? 

Mr.  Croher  replied;  that  on  the  Extra* 
ordinary  Estimates  there  was  a  diminution 
of  nearly  700,000/.  as  compared  with  the 
last  year.  In  the  whole,  there  was  a  re- 
duction of  nearly  three  millions  in  conse* 
quence  of  recent  events.  Under  the  head 
containing  all  the  establishments,  such  as 
the  Superannuation  iind  Half- pay  Lists, 
there  was  necessarily  an  increase  of 
60^000/.  The  head.  Army  Provisions, 
which  was  not  a  naval  service,  but  a  sum 
charged  for  the  conveyance  of  troops, 
there  was  an  augmentation  of  500,000/. 
and  the  charee  for '  the  Transport  Service 
was  increased  700,0(X)/. ;  but  both  these 
items  would  amount  to  notbins  in  future 
years,  excepting  the  next,  vmen  heavy 
ekpences  must  be  incurred  for  bringing 
home  our  armies  from  various  situations. 

Mr.  Lackhari  inquired,  whether  it  was 
meant  to  make  an  addition  to  the  tickets  of 
ont-ponsioners  at  Greenwich  Hospital  ? 

Mr.  Croker  assured  ^be  House,  that  the 
largest  possible  allowance  should  be  made; 
but  he  could  not  give  a  more  precise  an- 
swer. He  stated,  that  the  Widows'  Pen- 
sions, originally  established  by  queen 
Caroline,  would  be  augmented  in  conse- 
quence of  new  regulations. 

Report  on  the  Princb  Regent's  Message 
respecting  the  dukb  of  wellington.] 
Mr;  Brogden  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  take  into  consideration  the  Prince 
Regent's  most  gracious  Message  of  Tuesday 
last,  relating  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  Resolutions  which  they  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House;  and  the  same 
were  read,  as  follow  : 

«M .  That  the  annual  sum  of  1 3,00bil  net, 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  Great  Britain,  to  enable 
bis  Majesty  to  ^ant  the  said  annuity  to 
Field  Marshal  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body 
respectively  who  may  succeed  to  the  title 
of  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  order  to  sup- 

I»ort  the  dignity  of  the  dukedom  of  Wei- 
ington.  2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Lord  Hiffh  Treasurer,  or  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  in  Great  Britain 
-  for  the  time  bein^,  upon  application  of  the 
said  duke,  or  any  of  his  successors,  to  ad- 
vance out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
Great  Britain,  in  lieti  of  the  said  annuity, 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  the  sum  of  400,000/.  for  the 


purpose  of  enabling  the  said  duke,  or  his 
successors  dukes  of  Wellington,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  said  Lords  Commis- 
sioners, to  purchase  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  to  be  settled  to  the  use  of 
the  said  duke  and  his  successors,  and  to 
support  the  dignity  of  the  dukedom  of 
Wellington;  and,  from  the  time  when 
such  sum  of  400,000/.  or  any  portion 
thereof,  may  be  issued,  the  whole  of  the 
said  annuity,  or  part  proportionate  to  the 
principal  sum  so  issued,  shall  cease  and 
determine.^' 

Mr.  Ward,  expressing  his  concurrence 
in  this  grant,  was  anxious  that  it  should  be 
laid  out  in  landed  property,  as  the  most 
suitable  to  the  exalted  rank  of  the  illus- 
trious officer  who  was  the  object  of  the 
public  gratitude.  He  hoped,  that  no  part 
of  tbe  sum  would  be  laid  out  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building;  but  that  some  domain 
might  be  found  already  fit  for  the  purpose. 
He  inquired  what  stf*ps  had  been  taken  to 
expend  the  90,000/.  voted  for  tbe  family 
of  lord  Nelson  on  landed  property  ?  As  to 
the  present  question,  he  feared  that  if  the 
estate  to  be  purchased  was  not  already 
provided  with  a  mansion  fit  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  more  (ban 
the  sum  now  voted,  400,000/.  would  be 
necessary  for  the'  erection  of  an  edifice 
suited  to  such  a  purpose.  If  he  were  not 
mistaken,  even  in  the  time  of  queen  Anne, 
Blenheim  had  cost  nearly  500,000/. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  agreed 
with  tbe  bon.  gentleman,  that  the  most 
desirable  mode  certainly  would  be  to  have 
the  grant  laid  4>ut  in  landed  property. 
With  respect  to  the  last  grant,  no  pains 
had  been  spared  by  the  commissioners  to 
find  a  suitable  estate ;  but  such  were  the 
difficulties  they  had  met  with,  that  it  had 
been  thought  the  family  themselves  had 
better  be  employed  as  the  agents  to  find 
some  proper  place  to  be  disposed  of.  He 
thought  it  probable,  that  a  mansion  might 
be  got  without  the  expence  of  tiuilding. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  wish,  that  the  present 
grant  should  be  final ;  and  therefore  there 
would  be  an  inconvenience  in  any  subse- 
quent arrangement.  Tbe  hon.  gentleman, 
however,  was  wrong  in  the  amount  of  the 
expence  of  Blenheim  House.  He  had  al- 
ways understood  it  cost  only  200,000/. 

Mr.  Wofd  observed,  that,  according  to 
his  recollection,  the  precise-  sum  which 
Sarah  duchess  of  Marlborough  stated  to 
have  been  expended  upon  Blenheim,  was 
470,000/. 
Mr.  JRoiesaid,  it  appeared  from  the  me- 
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moirs  of  the  duchesi  of  Marlborough,  tbiU 
100,000/.  of  the  gffuit  w^s  expended  qpon 
it ;  and  the  faiaily  themselves  paid  the  re- 
mainder ;  making  aUogetberi  he  believedi 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
Bill  ordered  ac<:ording|y. 

Corn  Laws,]  The  House,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eicchequ^, 
resumed  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  respecting  the  Corn  Laws. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  was  of 
opinion*  that  some  of  the  Resolutions  would 
require  further  deliberation  \  and  be 
should  wish  the  subject^  so  far  as  related 
to  them*  postponed  ^  but  so  convinced  was 
he  of  the  propriety  of  the  first  Reaolutionj 
for  allowing  unrestrained  export,  that  he 
should  be  unwilling  to  postpone  it  for  a 
single  day.  He  did  not  believe  there 
ever  was  a  country  in  which  agriculture 
flourished  without  export.  It  was  not  pro- 
l^ble,  that  any  inconvenience  could  be 
ever  incurred  from  allowing  a  free  export ; 
as  the  great  probability  was,  that  the  seller 
would  find  a.  higher  price  iii  this  country 
than  in  any  other.  Other  countries  dif- 
fered very  materially  from  this  with  re- 
spect to  the  consumption  of  corn.  In 
other  countries,  when  corn  was  high, 
there  was  a  much  less  consumption;  but 
here  the  price  of  labour  rose  generally  in 
proportion  to  the  price  of  bread  ;  and  the 
poor  laws  also  enabled  the  poor  to  con- 
sume the  same  ouantity,  whatever  the 
price  was ;  as,  if  toey  were  unable  to  par- 
chase^  the  parish  was  obliged  to  provide 
for  them.  Agriculture,  he  contended, 
ought  to  be  encouraged ;  and  the  unro* 
strained  privilege  of  export  was  one  of  the 
must  likely  means  for  this  purpose.  The 
other  Resolutions*  which  were  more  doubt* 
ful,  and  required  more  mature  considerar 
tion,  he  would  defer  till  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Poster  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  approbation  of 
the  first  part  of  the  measure.  To  the 
second  Resolution  he  would  himself  object, 
as  not  being  sufficiently  simple.  The 
Irish  he  considered  as  superior  to  the 
English  system ;  and  therefore  Ireland  had 
become  a  corn  country,  and  was  an  ex- 
portiog,  when  England  was  an  importing 
country. 

Sir  H.  PameU  was  also  glad  W  the  sup« 
port  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman;  and 
hoped  that  another  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose)  would  now  see  that  the  mea- 
sure vas  neither  r^h  nor  uofounded.   The 
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export  was  certainly  ibe  more  importam 
branch  of  the  measure,  as  we  might  by 
that,  instead  of  an  iraporting»  become  an 
exporting  country.  He  had  no  objection 
to  postpone  the  other  Resolutions,  provided 
the  first  was  adopted.  Sir  Henry  thanked 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 


chequer, for  corroborating  the  measure  by 
his  authority.  He  honed  it  would  be  al- 
lowed, that  the  Resolution  had  not  been 


proposed  on  his  (sir  H.  Farnell's)  sole  au- 
thority. If  the  time  was  proper,  be  be- 
lieved that  he  had  very  lately  learned  some 
new  facts,  which  would  enable  him  to 
maintain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  last 
year,  to  the  satisOsction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HoH  was  perfectly  prepared  to  meet 
the  hon.  baronet  on  tne  subject  of  the 
Report.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  object 
to  the  Resolution;  but  he  would  state, 
that  his  opinion  was-  unchanged  as  to  th« 
mischief  to  which  it  would  lead,  if  passed 
into  a  law.  He  would  not  press  his  indi- 
vidual opinion  against  the  opinion  of  the 
House;  but  when  the  Bill  was  brought  in, 
he  should  have  an  opportunity, .  on  the 
second  reading  of  it,  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  measure. 

Sir  John  Newport  supported  the  mea* 
sure.  It  was  foretold  in  1 806,  when  the 
door  was  thrown  open  for  export  in  Ire- 
land, that  it  would  be  against  that  coun- 
try. On  the  contrary,  however,  the 
agriculture  of  Ireland  had  increased  every 
day  since  ;  and  what  had  been  found  b^ 
neficial  in  one  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom could  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Western  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
country  should  adhere  to  that  system 
which  had  been  so  long  followed  with  ad* 
vantage.  It  was  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance,  and  required  the  maturest  de- 
liberation* 

.  Mr.  /.  P.  Grant  agreed  to  the  Resolu- 
tion, as  far  as  it  went ;  but  thought  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  His  opinion  weni  the 
length  of  establishing  that  system 'which» 
by  the  experience  of  two  half  centuries, 
had  made  the  country  an  exporting  one  i 
and  the  benefits  of  whicfa  were  opposed 
to  the  experience  of  the  last  half  century  ; 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  contrary 
system  had  made  this  country  an  imnort* 
ing  one  in  the  corn  trade.  He  would  not 
now  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  tho 

Eropriety  of  extending  the  measure,  bu( 
e  impliored  the  House  to  turn  its  atten* 
tion  to  the  principle  of  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Marrfott  was  in  favour  of  allowing 
the  exportation  of  cotq. 
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Mr.  Homer  thought,  thtt  when  the 
House  came- to  conftider  the  other  Resole- 
tion8>  it  would  see  the  propriety  of  paus* 
ing,  at  least  for  some  time,  before  it  went 
to  a  decision  on  so  yery  ImportetH  a  mea* 
sore*  He  wished  that,  ortce  for  all,  the 
House  would  now  decide  on  the  interest 
by  which  those  were  actoaled  who  op« 
posed  the  Resolutions.  The  r^l  interests 
of  the  consumer  and  of  the  landlord  were 
one  and  the  same.  But  what  did  the 
committee  profess  to  do  ?  Why,  to  raise 
the  price  to  the  consumer.— .(A  Member 
called  out  No !  no  !)-^He  would  ask,  whe« 
tfaer  the  hon.  member  fbr  the  Queen's 
county  fsir  H.  I^rnell)  had  not  acknow- 
ledged this  on  a  former  occasion;  and 
if  the  hon.  member  who  faroured  him 
with  the  tnterrubtion  took  pains  to  en- 
quire, he  would  find  it  was  so.  The  ne- 
cessary effect  of  the  measure  was,  perma- 
nently to  increase  the  price  of  com.  He 
approved  of  some  parte  of  the  view  wlitch 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xcheqtier  bad  ti^en  of  the  question. 

Mr.  W.  Smkk  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr«  Homer),  that  the  interesu  of 
the  landlord  and  consumer  were  the  same; 
and  he  hoped  that  no  hapotations  of  In- 
terested tiews  would  be  cast  on  any 
members,  as  many  ilKdisposed  persons 
without  doors  were  inclined  to  be  suffi- 
ciently liberal  in  such  calunmres.  There 
was  a  paper  which  had  been  circulated  at 
Norwich,  containing  a  most  violent  peti- 
tion to  parliament,  which  had  been  agreed 
on  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords 
by  earl  Grey,  and  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  member  for  Newcastle,  The 
Petition  characterized  the  Report  of  the 
committee  as  a  proposition  which  had  for 
its  object  the  raising  the  import  price  of 
corn,  and  compromising  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country  for  the  temporary 
interests  of  the  landlords ;  and  as  ''  an 
unhallowed  attempt  to  bring  ruin  and  de- 
vastation on  the  country,  to  annihilate  the 
manufactures,  and  force  our  artizans  to 
emigrate  to  countries  where  the  means  of 
autisistence  were  more  easily  obtained.^' 
From  this  paper,  which  would  be  circu* 
lated  throughout  the  country,  the  House 
would  see  the  necessity  of  abstaining  from 
all  inflammatory  language.  The  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  should  be  post- 
poned, he  thought,  to  a  time  when  the 
politics  of  the  country,  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, were  more  settled,  especially  until 
the  time  when  the  gold  circulation  was  I 
restored.  *        I 


Mr.  EUiion  said,  that,  though  the 
House  ought  never  to  encoorage  such 
senthnents  as  tliose  contamed  in  the  peti* 
tion  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Noirwich,  yet,  when  their  constituents 
called  upon  them  to  present  petitions,  it 
was  their  duty  to  da  so,  Bot,  while  they 
gave  those  petitions  full  weight  and  consi- 
deration, they  ought  not  to  permK  them 
to  bias  their  independent  judgments,  tf 
once  they  allowed  them  to  have  such  an 
effect,  there  was  an  end  to  calm  and  de- 
liberate investigation. 

Mr.  Honey  observed,  that  he  perfectly 
agreed  in  every  pliable  that  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  colleague  (Mr.  W.  dmtth), 
with  respect  to  the  tendency  of  the  paper 
which  he  had  read  ;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  exculpate  the  respectable  inhabitants 
of  Norwich  from  participating  in  the  sen- 
timente  expressed  in  that  praauction. 

Mr.  W.  Smkh,  in  esephinmcion,  said,  he 
was  far  from  meamng  to  insinuate,  that 
the  paper  in  ouestion  was  approved  of  by 
the  people  of  Norwich ;  he  was  well  ac- 
qnahrtea  with  their  feeling^t,  and  he  knew 
they  were  opposed  to  such  illiberal  senti- 
ments. That  paper  he  considered  as  the 
production  of  some  malignant  spirits,  who 
wished  to  raise  a  clamour  against  the  pro«< 
posed  measure. 

Mr.  Laaeettei  recommended  the  greatest 
caution  and  deliberation  in  legislating 
upon  this  important  subject.  It  was  but 
last  year  that  it  was  asked,  could  any  per- 
son expect  to  live  to  see  com  so  low  aa 
}0#.  6a,  a  bushel.  Gentlemen  had  only 
to  look  to  the  present  price,  and  the 
change  that  took  place  would  sufficiently 
prove  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with 
all  possible  care.  There  was  one  error 
in  respect  to  the  fluctuation  of  price, 
which  he  was  desirous  of  removing.  Sup- 
posing corn  to  sell  at  twelve  shillings  at? 
one  time,  and  at  eight  shillings  subse- 
quently^  the  difference  of  price  in  that 
case  was  supposed  to  be  the  difference  be- 
tween eight  and  twelve.  But  this  was 
not  correct,  because  the  excess  in  point  of 
quantity  sold  at  the  lower  price  was  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  subtracted 
from  the  excess  of  the  one  price  above 
the  other.  He  was  hostile  to  the  princi- 
ple of  legislating  on  prices,  and  wished 
them  to  be  left  to  rise  or  fall  by  their  own 
operation. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  when  reference  was  made  to  for- 
mer times,  it  was  to  times  when  the  popu- 
lation was  not  half  what  it  i^w  is.    Now^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


879}    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

the  qoestion  was  ioToWed  in  the  compli- 
ctiion  of  our  intercourse  and  interests  wilb 
all  the  world.  The  first  Resolntion  was 
^stinctly  by  itself :  the  others  would  re- 
quire much  consideration ;  and  the  prin- 
ciples ^f  them  should  be  made  known 
throoghoat  the  country,  and  examined 
well,  before  they  caine  to  legislation. 

The  first  Resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  The  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  Report  was  post* 
ppned  till  Monday  next  . 

Apprenticb  Laws.]  Mr.  Serjeant  On- 
slow moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill ;  which  was  warmly  opposed  by 

Sir  Fred.  Flood,  who,  though  a  friend 
to  liberty,  disliked  licentiousness.  The 
Bill  went  to  abrogate  that  most  salutary 
law  of  the  5th  Elizabeth^  and  to  revive 
the  practice  which  had  previously  existed 
from  Edward  the  third's  time..  It  would 
be  destrnctive  of  the  interests  of  persons 
who  served  their  apprenticeships,  and 
paid  for  education  in  their  respective 
trades,  and  ruinous  to  the  morals  of  youth. 
It  would  be  hurtful  to  commerce,  to  me- 
chanics, to  manufactures,  and  to  the  Stamp 
Act.  Thepresent  lawhad  lasted  220  years. 
He  proposed  to  postpone  the  second  read- 
ing to  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Frothcroe  seconded  the  motion,  as 
the  Bill  proceeded  on  no  general  compre- 
hensive system ;  but  simply  on  a  repeal, 
without  any  efficient  substitute  for  what 
was  to  be  repealed.  .  He  objected  to  the 
measure  in  a  moral  point  of  view;  in 
which  respect  be  was  upheld  by  the  opi- 
nions of  lord  Coke  and  sir  Wm.  Black- 
stone.  He  had  heard  much  of  vexatious 
prosecutions  under  the  Act  of  Elisabeth ; 
but,  on  enquiry,  he  found  tfiat,  at  Bristol, 
for  the  last  20  years,  there  had  not  been 
one  such  prosecution.  If  apprenticeships 
weremore  encouraged,  he  was  satisfied  that 
combinations  among  journeymen  would 
almost  entirely  be  put  an  end  to.  If  the 
House  were  to  lower  its  attention  down  to 
the  humble  cottage,  they  would  there  see 
the  advantages  of  this  system,  in  behold- 
ingcareful  masters  provided  for  the  youths, 
who,  in  addition,  were  provided  with  food 
and  clothing,  while  their  morals  were  pro- 
tected. He  should  be  happy  that  the 
present  Bill  were  withdrawn,  and  some 
measure  unaccompanied  by  its  disadvan- 
tages were  introduced. 

Mr.  Han  Davis  could  not  disguise  from 
himself  that  the  present  measure  was  at* 
unded  with  many  difficulties.    It  would 


AfpMHtioi  Setoff. 


[880: 


ondoobtedly  be  of  mat  advantage  to  our 
maoofactorers  that  the  present  law  should 
be  repealed,  and.  that  every  restraiot 
sboold  be  removed  from  the  rising  gene-, 
ration.  Supposing  a  person  to  be  broogbt 
up  to  a  trade  for  which  horn  his  constita- 
tion  he  was  not  fit»  was  he  to  be  excluded 
from  pursuing  any.  other  pursaity  or  occu- 
pation whatever?  Suppose  the  trade  of 
button-makers,  which  was  a  trade  thus, 
speedily  passed  away;  or  of  gad-makers, 
of  whom  probably  40,000  might  in  a  few. 
months  be  thrown  out  of  employ mentr  was 
it  to  be  held  that  they  could  follow  no 
other  occupation,  but  must  remain  a  bur- 
den upon  the  community  ?  The  more  be 
considered  the  present  meaiore«  the  more 
he  was  satisfied  of  its  utility. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  explained,  that  he  could 
wish  a  general  review  of  the  whole  sys-. 
tem. 

Mr.  Giddy  thought,  if  any  one.measure 
more  than  .  another  could  be  said  to  in- 
volve the  general  rights  of  mankind,  the 
present  was  that  measure.  What  was  this 
but  the  general  right  of  the  inhabitanto  of 
this  country,  to  employ  the  energies  of 
their  mind  and  bocly  in  the  way  they 
themselves  pleased  ?  And  if  a  system  were 
to  be  continued  by  which  men  were  de- 
prived of  this  general  and  undoubted 
right,  it  seemed  to  be  incumbent  on  those 
who  contended  for  the  continuance  of  such 
a  restriction  to  shew  on  what  principlo  it 
was  founded*  If  gentlemen  attended  to 
the  time  in  which  the  law  in  qoestion  vras 
passed,  they  would  find  that  it  was  a  pe* 
riod  in  which  many  ill-advised  monopo- 
lies had  been  granted,  and  one  in  which 
remonstrances  on  that  subject  had  been 
made  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
impolicy  of  such  a  system,  which  had  not 
been  much  attei^ded  to.  Nothing,  he  was 
convinced,  had  contributed  so  much  as 
the  law  in  question  to  check  the  progress 
in  our  arts  and  manufactures. 

Sir  C  Mordatmt,  on  the  part  of  his  con- 
stituents, the  manufacturers,  of  Birming- 
ham, was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent repeal.  If  the  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
were  put  in  force,  it  would  have  the  efiect 
of  imposing  the  strongest  possible  fetters 
upon  ingenuity  and  industry, 

Mr.  Thompson  liked  liberty  ;  and  doing 
so,  he  wished  to  see  every  man  have  the 
liberty  of  employing  his  hands  and  his 
genius  iu  the  best  way  he  could  for  his 
own  advantage,  and  for  the  benefit  of  th^ 
country.  This  no  man  was  at  liberty  to 
dO|  so  long  as  the  present  law  remained 
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io  force.    He  wished  the  law  totally  re* 
pealed,  thoogb  the  Bill  did  not  go  so  far. 
The  present  law  was  necessarily  broken 
every  day.     It  was  clear^  that  the  jadget 
always    wi^ed   to  evade  it»  when  tiray 
tould  do  so.     He  knew  a  case  of  two  men» 
wl^o  were  prosecuted  under  the  Act  for, 
•awing  a  -  piece  of  wood ;   another^  of  a 
good  and  s|  bad  baker  in  the  same  town ; 
where  the  bad  one,  finding  that  the  good 
one  had  not  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
Mp,  bad  him  turned  oot,  and  got  liberty 
to  poison  all  his  neighbours  with  his  bad 
bread.     Some    years    ago    the    printers 
struck,    and    there   was  a  difficulty    in 
getting  even   the   parliamientary  papers 
printed.     Let  those,  who  chose  it,  bind 
their  children  as  apprentices  ;  but  let  not 
others  be  compelled  to  do  the  same.  *  In- 
s^nces  of  the  absurdity  of  the  law  would 
be  innumerable.    It  was  none  the  better 
for  the  age  of  it,  which  the  worthy  ba* 
ronet  had  stated.     It  was,  in  fact,  super- 
annuatefi ;  and  it  was  much  the  kindest 
way  to  let  it  die  quietly,  and  so  confer  an 
advantage  both  on .  this  country  and  Ire- 
land.    Lord  Eilenborough  once  got  the 
coach-makers  out  of  a  scrape  ingeniously 
enough.    They  were  attacked  as  wheel- 
makers;    but     his    lordship    said,    that 
coaches  could  not  have  been  known  in 
Elizabeth'^  days,  as  that  queen  went  to 
parliament  on  horseback.     He  perfectly 
agreed  in  the  opinion  which  lord  Mans- 
field had  given,  in  speaking  of  the  Act  of 
Elizabeth,  that  "  it  was  against  the  natural 
rights  of  man,  and  contrary  to  the  com- 
mon law  rights  of  the  land.'' 
.  Mr.  Rate  considered  this  as  a  subject  of 
extraordinary  difficulty.    After    all    that 
had  been  said,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  if  the  Bill  were  passed  into  a  law,  it 
would  put  an  end  to  apprenticeships  alto- 
gether ;  for  no  person  would  subject  him- 
self to  a  seven  gears'  servitude,  when  he 
knew,  that  having  fulfilled  his  indenture, 
he  would  only  be  on  a  level  with  a  man 
who  perhaps  had  not  been  one  year  at  the 
business.     He    Was    willing  to  examine 
and  iroprt>ve  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  but 
would  not  agree  to  this  unqualified  repeal. 
Sir  /.  Newport  was  surprised  that  the 
hoD.  baronet  (sir  F.  Flood)  should  be  so 
anxious  to  perpetuate   a    statute   which 
never  was  law  in  Ireland ;  and  yet,  in  that 
country,  wher&no  such  penalties  as  those 
in£bcted  by  the  5th  of  Elizabeth  existed, 
the  system  of  apprenticeships  was  freely 
and    voluntarily  adopted.     He  thought, 
0n  every  principle  of  iustiee.  that  tha  sub- 
(VOLXXVIL) 
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ject  was  entitled  to  make  use  of  his  abi- 
liiies  and  industry  in  those  pursuits  most 
beneficial  to  his.  interests* 

Sir  S*  RomiUy  had  been  applied  to  on 
the  subject  of  the  present  Bill,  by  the  con- 
stituents 4>f  two  hon.  gentlemen  who  had 
already  delivered  their  sentiments  on  the 
measure  this  night  (Messrs.  Protheroe  and 
Davis).  He  felt  the  highest  respect  for 
the  gentlemen  who  had  so  applied  to  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  present  Bill ;  but  his 
opinion  of  the  measure  being  decidedly 
opposite  to  theirs,  he  thought  he  should 
not  be  acting  a  manly  part  were  he  either 
to  abstain  from  voting  on  this  Bill,  or  were 
he  to  content  himself  with  a  silent  vote  on 
this  occasion.  ^  He  was  satisfied  that  there 
were  reasons  sufficiently  strong  to  support 
the  system  of  apprenticeship  in  those 
trades  in  which  a  number  of  years  were 
requisite  to  the  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
them,  without  the  assistance  of  the  law  aa 
it  now  stood.  This  law,  which  went  to 
prohibit  a  man  from  the  exercise  of  that 
trade  for  which  he  was  fit,  he  therefore 
thought  ought  to  be  repe^cd.  For  what 
was  it  but  to  take  from  a  poor  man  the 
only  property  he  possessed— his  genius 
and  industry— and  to  drive  him  into  a 
workhouse;  or  to  force  him  to  abandon 
his  country^  and  to  forsake  his  wife  and  fa* 
niily.  These  were  the  moral  consequences 
which  the  House  was  to  look  for  from  a  ' 
perseverance  in  the  law  as  it  now  stood. 

Alderman  Atkvu  hoped  that  spme  clause 
might  be  introduced  into  the  Bill,  when  it 
was  in  the  committee,  that  would  give 
sufficient  encouragement  to  the  apprentice 
system;  while,  at  the  same  time,  tl^e 
abuses  of  it  might  be  remedied. 

Sir  F.  Flood,  seeing  the  sense  of  the 
House  against  him,  withdrew  his  amen^- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cannmg  wished  the  Bill  to  go  into 
the  committee.  He  was  aware  that  the 
subject  was  attended  with  considerable 
difficulties.  The  difficulty  would  be  to  find 
the  means  of  doing  away  the  abuses  com* 
plained  of,  without  doing  away  the  svstem 
altogether,  which  he  was  convinced  was 
useful  to.  the  perfection  of  our  manufac- 
turers, and  still  more  useful  as  afiecting 
the  morality  of  the  lower  orders. 

Mr.  fc>erjeant  Best  said,  that  if  no  other 
member  introduced  a  clause  to  that  effect, 
he  himself  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  prp- 
pose  one.  He  thought  the  penal  clauses 
of  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  should  certainly  be 
repealed ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time,  i| 
was  much  l^atter  that  young  people  sbsaMl 
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not  be  left  withpat  some  controiri.  He 
thought  that  at  prefent  the  masteri  had 
much  more  adfaouges  from  the  services 
of  the  apprenlice,  than  the  apprentice  bad 
from  the  instructions  of  the  master;  m 
most  of  those  trades  might  be  learned  in  a 
▼ery  shrort  time.  He  therefore  wished  that 
partof  t^e  earnings  might  go  to  the  parents^ 
as  an  encouragement  to  the  system. 

•Mr.  P.  ilfoore  opposed  the  B\\\,  becaose 
he  thought  that  its  enactment  would  ope- 
rate seriously  to  the  prejudice  of  our  ma» 
nufactores  both  in  skill  and  reputation, 
lacked,  such  had  been  found  the  effect  of 
the  partial  repeal  of  the  statute  of  Eliaa*- 
beth  with  respect  to  the  wooUen -manufac- 
ture. For  although  the  Yorkshire  tag  bad 
formerly  been  a  sufficient  recommenda- 
tion up6n  the  continent;  yet  since  the 
repeal  alluded  to,  our  pieces  of  woollen- 
manufactures  were  examined  yard  by  yard 
before  they  were  purchased.   • 

Mr.  Lockhari  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
this  Bill,  if  enacted,  should  only  operate 
prosp^ctifely ;  that  is,  that  it  should  not 
become  effective  until  a  certain  period; 
80  that  those  mechanics  who  had  served 
apprenticeships  upon  the  faith  of  the 
existing  law,  should  not  be  injured  by  its 
operation^  by  being  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment at  a  period  of  life  when  they 
could  not  devote  themselves  to  any  other 
profession  than  that  to  which^they  had 
been  reared. 

Mr.  B*  SImo  deprecated  the  idea  that 
morality  was  likely  to  be  endangered,  or 
our  manufactures  injured,  by  the  enact- 
ment of  the  Bill  under  consideration;  for 
Scotland,  to  which  the  Act  of  Elieabeth 
never  extended,  was  never  found  in  any 
degree  inferior  in  morality,  or  skill  in  ma- 
numcture. 

Mr«  W.  Smith  observed,  that  he  never 
heard  of  any  proposition  of  reform  which 
was  not  likely  to  be  inconvenient  to  some 
jlersons;  and  therefore  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  assertion,  that  the  adoption 
of  thbsBill  before  the  House  would  ope- 
rate to  injure  the  interests  of  particular 
persons'.  The  apprehension  of  such  injury 
wasi  however,  in  his  judgment,  unfounded. 
But  still,  those  who  expressed  the  appre- 
bension  wefe  entitled  to  attention ;  and  the 
obiectioils  which  certain  petitioners  urged 
a{(ainst  this  Bill,  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
meet  all  due  consideration  in  the  com- 
mittee.'  The  fact  was,  as  to  the  statute  of 
Bttsabeth,  that  its  existence  served  to 
create  certain  oionopolies ;  and  tlie  effect 
of  those  monopolies'  was^  that  when  the 


demand  for  an  article  was  large,  the  pric« 
was  enhanced  to  the  public ;  while,  when 
the  demand  became  small,  many  work* 
men  were  thrown  out  of  employment. 
Therefore,  the  repeal  of  that  statute  would 
tend  to  serve  both  the  public  and  ihe 
workBuen.  As  to  the  argument  advanced 
in  support  of  the  statute  of  Elizabetii, 
merely  in  consequence  of  its  antiquity,  ho 
could  not  admit  that  it  had  any  fbrce.  He 
declared  that  his  ears  were  quite  tired  of 
the  phrase  'f  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,'^ 
which  phrase  was,  in  fieict,  calculated  only 
to  impose  upon  the  superficial.  For,  «f^ 
all^  what  did  this  phrase  mean  ?  The 
worhl  was  younger  in  the  time  of  our  an* 
cestors,  although  they  were  older  than  u«. 
Time,  lord  Bacon  said,  was  the  greatest  in* 
novator ;  and  if,  at  this  advanced  time  of  the 
world,  after  all  our  experience,  we  ceuHl 
not  improve  upon  the  system  of  our  an* 
cestors,  our  intellects  must  be  what  would 
hardly  be  asserted,  not  only  ouite  unequal 
to  theirs,  but  infinitely  inferior.  How 
then  could  it  be  pretended,  that  the  saoie 
legislative  arrangement  applied  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  the  trade  of  the 
whole  British  empire  was  not  equal  to  tha^ 
of  the  port  of  London  at  this  day,  was* 
strictly  applicable  at  present,  and  suited 
to  our  improved  situation } 

Mr,  Serjeant  Ontiow  replied,  and>  obr 
serving  upon  the  petitions,  on  the  Uble 
against  the  Bill>  expre^d  his  conviction 
that  they  were  not  the  unsolicited  acu  of 
the  petitioners ;  as  indeed  appeared  from 
several  placards  about  town,  inviting  sig- 
natures to  such  petitions  ;  and  those  peti^* 
tioners,  he  meant  especially  the  journey- 
men mechanics,  would  find  the  repeal  of* 
the  Act  of  Elizabeth  rather  materially  ser- 
viceable, than  in  any  degree  injurious  to 
their  interests. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tuesday. 

HOUSE  OF  CQMMO^S. 

Mondq^,  3Uy  16. 

PbTITION   RBtPECTING     THE    OfHOl  OP 
GAUGBa  IN   TBB  POtlT   OF    LoVDOlf.]       A* 

Petition  of  several  directors  of  the  West 
India  Dock  Company  was  presented  and 
read;  Uking  notice  of  the  Peiition  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, praying  that  leave  may  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to 
grant  to  the  mayor,  comnionidty,  and 
citisens  of  London  the  o&re  of  ganger  ml' 
the  West   India  docks,  aad  K^  all  legal 
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.  ^oays  md  toflfermiice  wfiarfs  whereon 
gaogeftble  comoiedities  might  then  or 
thereafter  be  Uwfutlj  landed,  within  the 
port  of  London ;  and  setting  fbrth,  that 
upon  the  opening  of  the  West  India 
docki,  the  corpor^ion  of  London  claimed 
%  right  to  exercise  the  office  of  ganger  in 
respect  to  all  gaogeable  comm^ities 
landed  at  the  said  docks;  and  thepeti- 
li<mers*  finding  by^  experience  that  great 
delay  and  ikiconvenience  to  public  btisiness 
arose  from  the  interference  of  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  corporation  ^  eJiecute 
the  said  office,  and  that  the  rlf^t  thereto 
cenld  not  be  supported  under  ^  charter 
by  f  irtue  of  which  it  was  claimed,  re- 
fused ^o  admit  the  said  right  claimed  by 
the  corporation ;  hi  caoseqoence  whereof 
an  action  was^  in  Trinity  Term  18Q6, 
brought  by  the  corporation  against  the 
West  India  Dock  Company,  but  which 
action  hat  since  been  abandoned!  and 
that  the  petitioners  eubmit  to  the  House, 
that  the  graiji  of  the  office  of  ganger  to 
the  corporation  of  London  is  not  only 
wholly  onn^^essary  at  the  West  India 
Docki^  but  would  be  attended  with  gteit 
inconvenience  and  inteirraption  in  the  dis* 
patch  of  business ;  and  that,  so  far  from 
the  said  office  beiiig  beneficial  to  the  pub- 
lic, as  alleged  in  the  Petition  of  the  corpo* 
ration,  the  West  India  planters  aad  Met- 
ahants,  who  import  tht  gaugeable  <ioni- 

^modities  at  the  said  dock),  ttare  telled 
upon  the  petitioners  to  oppose  the  ap- 
pdintment  of  such  an  officer;  and  that 
the  corporation  of  London  admit  by  their 
Petitidn  that  the  West  India  Docks  are 
Bot  within  the  limits  of  their  ancient 
charter,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  claim  the 
exercise  of  the  said  office  of  ganger  there ; 
and  praying  I  that  the  Hotise  will  not  Com- 
ply with  the  said  Petitidn,  apd  that,  if  the 
corporation  haTc  (ai  they  alledge)  sos* 
tained  any  loss  by  the  formation  either,  of 
the  West  India  Docks  or  of  the  London 
Docks^  the  petitioners  submit  that  it  is  a 
case  of  compensation  prorided  for  by  par- 
liament, and  that  the  c6rpqration  ought  to 
pursne  the  course  and  rtoiedy  pdihteid  out 
by  the  legislature  to  Recover  what -(if  any 
thing)  they  niay  in-  that  respect  be  en- 
titled to,  mstead  of  applying  to  parliament 
to  enable  his  Mijesty  to  create  ^  office 
that  would  be  injurious  to  the  public, 
ttMrely  for  the  ptttpose  of  producing  6tno- 
lament  to  the  corporation;  and  pftying 
that  the  Petition  of  the  laid  mayor  and 
cbMnonaHy  may  be  reitettd;  and  that 
thcfistftiiMra  wf  be  Mid,  by  tkam* 
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selves  their  coansel  or  agents^  agaitist  the* 
same. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  Co  enquire  into  the 
operation  and  effect  of  the  Several  Acts 
for  erecting  docks  and  otherwise  improf  • 
ing  the  port  of  London,  so  far  as  relates  to 
^^  gftvf  ing  of  wine  and  other  gaugeable  . 
Cbmmodities  imported  into  the  said  port ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  be  heard,  by  them* 
selves  their  counsel  or  agents,  upon  their 
Petition,  if  they  think  €t. 

Eaitn  Canal  Bill.]  The  order  of  the 
day  was  moved  for  the  see^Aid  reading  of 
thuBill. 

Mr.  i2.  W«rd  opposed  the  Bill ;  not 
considering  the  project  as  likely  to  produce 
the  advantages  that  iu  friends  held  out* 

Mr.  Moore  conceived  the  measure  to  he 
of  so  great  importance  that,  if  practicable, 
the  government  ought  to  take  it  wholly 
into  its  own  hands.  He  wished  the  Bill, 
at  any  rate,  to  go  into  the  cominittee,  that 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  looking 
into  the  merits  and  practicability^ of  the 
measure. 

Sir  Joieph  Yorke,  in  answer  to  an  obser- 
tatien  that  this  canal  waa  approved  of  by 
the  Admiralty,  said,  that  tne  approbation 
consisted  merely  in  this,  that  they  would 
pay  toll  on  their  vessels  going  through  the 
canal,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  ships 
Wduld  do.  The  reach,  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  cot  off',  was  eatremely  bad.  In 
a  paper  which  bad  been  tirculated,  it  wa;^ 
satd  that  200,00a/*  were  subscribed  to  this 
undertaking  ;  bot  on  enquiry  at  the  Bill- 
office,  he  found  that  the  subecriptions  only 
amounted  to  10,000/.  In  thie  case,  the 
work  could  not  go  on. 

Mr.  Calcrqfi  said>  a  number  of  beneficial 
effects  were  held  out  as  likely  to  result 
from  this  undertaking.  It  had  been  said, 
that  400»000/.  would  be  laid  out  on  labour; 
and  this  would  be  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence at  a  time  when  so  many  disbanded 
soldiers  would  be  unemployed.  But  the 
whole  expence  was  held  out  to  subscriber! 
•as  only  510,000/.  itf  alt.— How  then  could 
400,000/.  be  laid  out  in  labour  alone  ? 
But  he  apprehended  that  the  making  the 
canal  would  be  attehded  with  considerable 
danger  tO'  the  river  navigation ;  for  it  was 
likely  to  lower  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
river.  It  was  impossible  to  dispense  aha- 
ffether  with  the  >  riVer  navigation ;  for,  in 
frost,  the  canal  would  not  be  ni^vigable, 
nnA  \a  tkat  case  the  supplies  of  thie  great 
metropolis  might  be  endangered.     He 
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■hould  move,  by  way  of  amendment,  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Sir  John  Coxe  HippesUy  read  a  letter 
signed  4'  Melville/'  and  dated  from  the 
-Admiralty  in  April  181!?.  The  letter 
bore,  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  were 
satisfied  that  the  canal  was  of  the  proper 
depth,  and  would  be  of  considerable  benefit 
to  the  naval  service.  With  respect  to 
subscriptions,  he  had  to  state  that  240,0001. 
were  already  subscribed.  He  was  nowise 
connected,  in  point  of  interest,  with  the 
.canal ;  but  as  a  meinber  of  parliament, 
y  he  was  convinced  of  its  utility. 

Sir  Edward  KnatckbuU  thought  the  canal, 
on  the  present  plan,  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
ceeded in.  He- asserted,*  that  10,000/. 
subscriptions  only  appeared  in  the  Bill* 
office. 

Mr.  P.  il/oor^said,  some  gentlemen  in- 
formed him,  that  if  the  20  present  sub- 
scribers withdrew,  there  were  six  persons 
who  would  advance  50i000/«  each  for  this 
canal. 

Mr.  Croker  was  against  the  Bill.  He 
saw  no  adequate  advantage  that  could  arise 
-from  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  injury  to  the  river  Thames.  It 
would  not  benefit  any  part  of  the  public 
service.  It  was  an  un^ir  attempt  to  in- 
duce subscribers  to  sign  their  names,  by 
stating  that  this  measure  had  the  approba- 
tion of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
/miralty.  There  was  no  such  thing;  they, 
in  fact,  declared  no  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  if  it  were  completed  in  such  a  way 
-as  not  (o  injure  the  rhrer,  the  first  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  admitted  that  it  might  be 
of  some  advanuge.  The  expence,  hbw- 
ever,  would  be  very  great,  and  the  advan- 
tage very  doubtfiiL  He  would  therefore 
oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  AtHm  said,  there  were 
many  landholders  along  the  course  which 
th^  canal  was  to  take  that  were  inimical 
to  the  Bill.  He  did  not  think  it  could 
be  productive  of  any  advantage,  and  would 
therefore  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  had  received  a  great 
deal  of  information  from  various  quarters 
on  the  subject  of  this  canal,  from  which 
he  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Tham'e»  would  be  injured 
by  it ;  he  therefore  was  in  favour  of  the 
amendment,  - ' 

The  House  then  diyided — 

For  the  second  reading  •••••»•  Si 

For  the  amendment  m  5^ 

Majority  against  the  Bill  ..f  ••••••  25 
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Electioks  Ekpbnce  Bill.]  The  ordtfr 
of  the  day  being  Vead,  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  report  on  the  Elections  £x« 
pence  Bill, 

Mr.  Lockhart  argued  at  some  length 
against  the  report  being  received,  on  Uie 
ground  of  its  tending  to  unsettle  the  com* 
mon  hiw^  Should  the  present  Bill  pass, 
the  consequence  wduld  be,  that  none  bat 
men  of  considerable  property  could  exer* 
cise  the  elective  franchise.  The  Bill  was 
only  hi  favour  of  candidates  of  a  particular 
description,  who  stood  upon  the  support  of 
wealthy  individuals;  and  did  not  provide 
thjit  others  might  not  do  what  was  pro- 
hibited to  the  candidate.  If  passed  into -a 
law,  the  Bill  would  have  a  tendency  to 
prevent  gentlemen  who  were  the '  most 
proper  to  represent  the  people  from  ob- 
taining seats  in  that  House:  he  also 
thought  the  present  time,  when  we  were 
about  to  obtain  a  restoration  of  the  bless- 
ings of  peace,  not  the  most  auspicious 
to  draw  the  aword  against  the  principlea 
of  the  constitntion.  It  would  be  better 
first  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  borooghs, 
before  adopting  such  a  measure  as  tbe 
present ;  many  of,  which  that  were  for- 
merly open  bad  now  become  close 
boroughs,  from  there  being  no  non-resident 
electors ;  and  many  others  would  pro- 
bably fall  into  the  same  state,  should  the 
B^ll  before  the  House  pa&s  into  a  law. 
Neither  would  tbe  Bill  prove  beneficial  ta 
the  candidate  himself;  as  he  wonldtoa- 
voidably  be  put  to  more  expence  by  doing 
that  clandestinely,  which  was  now  done 
openly  and  without  disguise.  He  also 
wished  that  the  word  '  carriage'  shoold  be 
expunged  from  the  Bill.  Should  tbe  Bill 
be  extended  to  counties,  it  would  occasion 
the  elections  to  have  a  puritanical  air,  as 
the  hustings  would  be  deserted,  and  the 
whole  business  of  tbe  election  would  ba 
carried  on  in  secret.  He  concluded  by 
moving  as  an  amendment,  that  tjie-report 
be  tal^n  into  further  consideration  that 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smiik  seconded  tbe  mo- 
tion.— He  never  thought  that  this  was  a  fit 
measure  to  bring  before  a  British  parlia- 
ment. He  hoped,  as  the  Bill  was  of  such 
a  nature,  that  those  who  bad  beeit  always 
loud  advocates  for  the  people's  rights, 
would  oppose  it.  ' 

Mr.  DoHgloi  stated^  that  the  present  Bill 
jdiffered  from  the  previous  regulations.. on 
the  subject  of  elections.  It  had  been 
urged  against  the  measure,  that  it  would  <ba 
a  great  hardship  on  the  elector,  if  forcad 
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to  pay  his  own  ezpences;  but  on  the 
other  haod,  the  hardship  was  eqoaHy  great 
on  the  side  of  the  candidate,  if  forced  to 
pay  fhem.  The  Treating  Act  referred  to 
resident  TOters,  and  the  present  measure 
embraced  the  ca^e  of  non-resident  electors. 

Lord  Milton  said,  if  the  Bill  were  ex- 
tended  to  coonties,  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  disfranchising  nine-tenths  of  the  elec- 
tors. How  was  it  possible  that  the  great 
'  bulk  of  the  electors  could  proceed  60  or  70 
miles  to  the  place  of  election,  and  be  ab-. 
sent  many  days  from  their  occupations  at 
a  nearly  ruinous  expence  of  labour  and 
time,  as  their  industry  was  almost  their 
only  property?  The  amendment  made, 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  to 
counties,  might  have  been  done  slily,  to 
defeat  the  Bill  altogether;  but  should  the 
woni  '  counties'  be  omitted,  he  did  not 
think  that  much  that  was  exceptionable 
would  remain.  If  an  elector  were  non- 
resident, it  must  be-  because  he  thought  it 
more  fo^his  interest  to  quit  than  to  remain 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity;  and  his  ina- 
bility to  exercise  bis  elective  franchise 
was  the  result  of  his  own  voluntary  act 
But  the  case  was  diSerent  as  to  counties,  as 
the  electors  were  necessarily  spread  all 
Of  cfr  the  counties,  and  it  would  be  an  act 
of  injury  and  injustice  to  apply  to  them 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  If  he  were  in 
order,  he  should  move  that  the  word 
'  counties'  be  left  out 

The  leaker  informed  the  noble  lord, 
that  before  his  amendment  could  be  put, 
the  House  most  decide  upon  receiving  the 
report* 

Mr.  lAuhington  aaid,  that  had  the  noble 
lord  been  in  the  House  when*  he  proposed 
bis 'amendment,  he  would  have  seen  that 
Ihere  was  no  intention  on  his  part  to  defeat 
the  object  of  the  Bill.  In  proposing  an 
allowance  of  so  much  a  mile  to  voters,  he 
wished  to  prevent  many  voters  from  being 
disfranchised.  A  bill  had  been  filed  in  a 
court  of  justice,  to  recover  money  that  had 
been  paid  by  a  candidate  for  the  carnage 
of  voters,  who  had  afterwards  voted  for 
another  candidate;  and  the  money  had 
been  recovered.  This  showed,  that  the 
principle  on  which  he  proceeded  was  re- 
cognised in  law.  Being  of  opinion  that 
the  subject  required  more  mature  conside- 
ration, he  should  votie  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  that  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  introduce  a  clause  into  the  Bill, 
by  which  electors  within  the^ county  might 
be  carried  free  of  expence  to  the  place  of 
«lect^iu    He  was  afraid  the  Bill  woold 


Mat  16,  1814. 


[890 


I 


not  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  but  should 
vote  for  it  as  a  basis  for  future  plans  of 
reform. 

Mr.  Western  said,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  he  thought  the  subject  re- 
quired further  consideration.  The  Bill 
went  to  re-enact  an  old  law,  as  the  statute 
of  William  was  perfectly  clear. 

Mr.  Marryatt  thought  that  the  distinc- 
tion betwixt  indemnity  and  bribery  had 
not  been  sufficiently  attended  to ;  and 
that  the  elective  franchise  was  virtually 
taken  away,  when  the  elector  had  no 
means  of  exercising  it.  Should  the  Bill 
pass,  open  boroughs  would  become  close. 
He  characterised  the  measure  as  violent, 
outrageous,  and  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  C.  IV.  Wywfi  remarked  on  the' con- 
trariety of  the  reasons  adduced  by  the  op» 
ponents  of  the  Bill;  some  ailedging  that 
It  was  an  innovation;  and  therefore  to  be 
rejected  as  an  evil;  others,  that  it  was 
merely  a  re-6nactment  of  the  existing 
statute  of  king  William,  and  therefbre  to 
be  rejected  as  unnecessary.  He  approved 
of  the  Bill  as  consonant  with  the  spirit 
which  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  representation ;  the  object  of 
which  was;  to  exclude  those  who,  from 
their  poverty,  were  open  to  temptation. 
For  what  reason  but  that  on  which  this 
Bill  was  founded,  were  those  excluded  in 
county  elections  from  voting  who  had  not 
forty  shillings  freeholds,  and  those  whore- 
ceived  parochial  assistance  in  ^11  casdsf 
For  what  reason,  but  this,  were  persons 
excluded  from  that  House,  who  had  not 
freeholds  to  a  certain  amount  ?  According 
to  the  noble  lord  (Milton),  who  had  op- 
posed this  Bill,  it  was  proper  that  electors 
should  receive  a  compensation  for  their 
loss  of  time,  as  well  as  foi^  their  pecuniary 
expence.  This  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  a 
manifest  violation  of  tbe  statute  of  William, 
and  he  hoped  that  committees  weald  not 
always  continue  to  sanction  such  practices^ 
The  present  Bill  was  a  measure  wbich' 
might  be  of  considerable  benefit,  espe- 
cially if  coupled  with  one  which  might 
enact,  that  when  a  poll  should  be  de- 
manded in  tbe  case  of  a  county  election, 
there  might  be  several  places  for  voting/ 
so  disposed  as  to  be  sufficiently  near  to  the 
habitations  of  the  freeholders  of  every 
part  in  the  county.  Such  a  measure 
would  do  away  with  the  increasing  ex- 
pence  of  elections,  which  threatened  the 
purity  and  independence  of  that  House. 
The  reason  why  he  had  not  proposed  such 
a  measure  was,  that  he  had  not  found  a 
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MAcieoi  dispotiiioii  in  the  House  to  mdo|»t  I 
any  such  aroehd^ieni  oo  the  existing  law ;  1 
tome  opposing    reform    altogether,    and  | 
others  thinking  this  not  the  •  right  en^l  to 
begin  &K 

Mr.  Itose  thought  that  the  candidates 
should  be  allowed  to  furnish  the  voters 
with  the  means  of  conveyance,  but  not 
with  money  to  defray  their  expences; 
for  when  money  was  onee  a)lowed  to  be 
paid,    who  shonld  determine    the    exaet 

Mr.  LaseeUa  declared,  that  he  shonld 
jbe  equally  incliqed  to  vote  against  the 
Bill  and  against  the  Amendment ;  as  the 
former  would  not  on(y  disqualify  a  num- 
l^er  of  voters^  but  would  give  an  undue* 
power  to  a  set  of  persons  whom  he  could 
not  better  describe  than  by  calling  them 
itinerant  sheriffs. 

Sir  Joib  Newport  said,  that  if  this  Bill 
were  suffered  to  proceed,  he  should  feel  it 
his  d^ty  to  propose^  that  an  additional 
oath  should  be  taken  by  every  member  at' 
the  table  Of  that  House;  to  this  effect, 
that  he  bad  not,  in  the  obtainment  of  his 
election,  given  either  nieatl  drink,  or  en- 
lertainmenti  to  any  voter  whatever,  either 
b^  himself,  or  through  the  means  of  any 
ngeott 

The  House  th«n  divided;  and  Mr.  Lock- 
hart's  amendment,   that   the  Report    be 
taken    into    consideration    this  day   six 
months,   "was    carried.      The    numbers 
'  were — 

For  Mr.  Lockbart's  motion    •     8t 

Against  it     .-••••    58 
Minority  -  ^-     -    -    -     -    ^24 

Corn  Exportation  Buu]  The  Chan^ 
caller  of  the  Exchequer  presented  a  Bill 
to  permit  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain, 
meal,  matt,  and  flour,  from  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  without  payment  of  doty 
or  receiving  of  bounty ;  and  mored,  that 
il  be  read  a  first  time. 
,  Mr.  Wtucm  a&ked  whether  this  measave 
was  merely  founded  on  a  division  of  Ibe 
Report  of  the  Committee  into-  separate 
measures  ? 

The  Ckauielhr  of  the  Sxcktquir  said,  k 
was  a  Bill  framod  in  pursuance  of  the  first 
Besolotioo;  the  further  consideration  of 
Ihe  other  Besolotions  having  been  pos^ 
poned. 

Mr.  Raee  said,  he  was  so  satisfied  of  the 
VMnstrons  mi^hitf  with  wlyph  this  Bill 
was  likely  to  be  attended,  that  if  he  stood 
akme  he  should  divide  the  House  opon  it, 

Mr.  Coitf  ot  Norfolk  said,  be  considered 
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(be  speech  delivered  by  the  ri^  hpn. 
gentleman  (IVir,  Rose)  on  a  former  night— 
a  pamphlet,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of 
which,  he  held  in  his  hand — as  rather  ma- 
licious, if^not  seditious.  -  (A  laugh.)  He 
sincerely  lamented  that  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  had  lent  himself  ta  the  dissemi- 
nation of  such  principles  as  that  speech 
contained.  Among  other  assertions  in- 
cluded in  it,  was  one,  that  Mr,  Pitt  in 
I801<  had  been  most  reluctantly  induced 
to  give  his  assent  to  the  Corn  Bill  which 
was  then  passed.  Althoogh  he  (Mr. 
Coke)  had  invariably  been  the  opponent 
of  that  great  statesman,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  state,  that  this  assertion  was  not  correct, 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  have 
been  av^are  of  that  fact.^(Cries  of  Order ! 
Order!)  Jf  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
not  aware  that  that  which  be  stated  was 
inconsistent  with  Mr.  t^itt's  sentiments,  he 
ought  to  have  been  aware  of  it,  from  the 
nature  of  his  situation*  For  his  own  part, 
be  thought  the  best  mode  of  encouraging 
the  growth  of  corn,  and  a  consequent  re- 
duction of  its  price,  would  be»  to  promote 
the  agriculture  of  this  country  ;  and  this, 
he  was  persuaded^  coakl  only  be  done  by 
granting  to  the  farmer  long  leases ;  as  en- 
couragement would  then  be  given  to  en- 
rich the  land,  whereby  double  the  quantity 
of  corn  which  was  now  prod  seed  wouu 
be  grown.  It  was  to  be  regreUed,  that 
a  greater  degree  of  confidence  did  net 
sulMist  between  the  iand-owner  and  the 
farmer,  than  was  at  present  observable; 
a»  he  was  convinced  that  snch  a  confidence 
would  not  alone  tend  to  therr  motuai  in- 
terests, bat  to  the  interests  of  the  state  at 
large.  He  could  not  help  again  repeating, 
that  he  considered  the  speech  of  the  right 
hen.  gentleman  as  holding  otit  ideas  to  the 
public  inconsistent  with  truth,  and  at 
variance  with  the  true  principles  of  sound 
national  policy. 

Mr.  Rote  was  as  little  inclined  as  the 
hon.  gentleman  himself  to  make  assertions 
inconsistent  with  truth,  and  he  would  now 
throw  that  observation  injiis  teetb.  With 
respect  to  what  he  had  stated  of  ibe  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Pitt  respecting  the.  measure  of 
1804,  he  repeated,  th A  his  statement  was 
correct;  and  upon  a  c.om|>arison  of  bis 
political  life  with^that  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
nian,  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  iaying,  thai 
he  should  be  found  as  litUe  eapable  of  a 
mis-9tatement  as  thai  hon.  gentleman,  or 
any  other  member  in  thai  Hoiaa*  Aa  to 
the  ittpntotion  of  a  fodione  or  sedHio^ 
feeling,  )m  denkd  Ifaal  aof  inch  4 
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sion  coold.  be  drawn  from  any  tki»g  mht^ 
be  liad  said.  He  had  opposed  the  pvo- 
greM  of  tbe  meaaore  then  before  the 
HoiMe,  because  he  conceited  il-was  im- 
proper, and  because  it  was  adopted  with- 
out d«e  consideration.  The  only  anlbo- 
rity  whioh  the  House  had  to  ^auie  them 
was  the  Report  of  the  committee  of  the 
last  year  ;  and  this  he  waa  prepared  to 
contend  was  no  authority  at  all.  Only 
three  Irish  gentlemen  had  been  examined 
before  the  committee,  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  agriculture  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
he  did  not  think  that  such  data  were  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  the  fundamental  altera- 
tions which  were  proposed  in  the  corn 
laws  of  the  counH-y.  He  had  no  wish  to 
adopt  any  measure  by  which  the  interest 
of  the  grower  would  not  be  completely 
protected;  /but  he  thought  the  importer 
wss  equally  deserving;  of  consideration ; 
and  with  that  feeKng  it  was  he  should  give 
every  opposition  in  \kh  power  to  the  BiU 
which  had  just  been  introduced. 

Mr.  WtHem  was  surpriied  at  the  doc- 
trines laid  down  in  the  pamphlet  or  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr«  Rose), 
which  he  held  in  bis  hand.  It  had  been 
said  that  it  was  seditious;  but  for  his  own 
part  he  did  not  think  it  was  so  creditable 
as  fair^  honesty  and  open  sedition.  In  fact« 
there  was  nothing  open  and  candid  in  it ; 
and  what  he  complained  of  was«  thai  the 
righ»  bon^  srentleman  had  drawn  unfair 
dedactions  from  existing  facts,  and  had, 
by  an  artful  but  nnfust  mode  of  reasoning, 
endeavoured  to  excite  a  popular  feeling  of 
di)satis^tion  to  a  measure  in  which  the 
true  interests  of  the  country  were  involved. 
With  respectno  the  opinion^  attributed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  Mr*  Pitt,  be 
could  not  help  thinking,  as  far  as  his  me- 
mory would  serve  him»  that  be  had  not 
fairly  quoted  thai  great  statesman's  senti- 
ments on  the  subject;  as,  so  far  from  op- 
posing the  measure  of  ]  804>  he  considered 
that  he  had  ^en  its  warmest  friend. 
•  Mr.  Davim  Giddy  wished  to  submit  a 
few  observations  to  the  House  upon  ahis 
important  topic.  It  was  a  maxim  which 
be  believed  no  man  would  attempt  to  con- 
fute, that  the  true' policy  of  a  country  was 
to  devote  its  cspitat  ia  that  way^in  which, 
the  greatest  return  was  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  with  the  surplus  of  that  return 
to  obtain  from  other  countries  commodities 
which,  by  the  same  rule,  they  might  have 
t»  dispose  of.  It  appeared  to  him,  from  a 
view  of  the  state  of  this  country  at  pre- 
stRt>  that^  th^  promotion  of  agn^nhufal 


parsQilf  was  of  coteideraMe  aM>ment ;  an^  . 
perhaps  there  was  tio  object -moce  dim* 
sirabk  than  thas  of  rendering  Greied 
Britain  independent  of  ibreiga  produce 
ia  that  most  essential  article  of  consump*- 
tion,  corii* ,  It  nught  be  said,  that  other 
conntrtas  ware  better  caiculated,  from  tba 
thinBessoltbairpopulatiQB,  to  grow.com^ 
and  to  compete  wi&  ua  in  the.  sale  of  tlial 
commodity.  This  wa#  Xhob  ;  and  when  it 
was  known  that  those  countries  had  ba 
tithea  to  pay,  or^  heavy  taxes  to  meet.  It 
was  natoral  that  'thay  should  possess  tihoso 
advantageii.  It  did  Boi  follow,  however, 
because  they  could  seU  cheaper,  t^iat  we 
should  abandon  otir  own  agncultural  tn« 
terests ;  on  the  contrary^  it  behoved  us  to 
take  steps  to  preserve  those  interests :  apd 
when  we  conside.r«d  the  advantages  which 
we  enjoyed  over  other  countries  in  a  po« 
litical  poifli  of  view,  he  apprehended  little 
hesitation  would  be  frit  in  cHmtributiug  by 
a  small  additional  expence  to  preserve 
those  advantages  from  infringement.  Thie 
feeling  il  was  which  induced  him  ta  think 
that  the  prohibitory  duty  which  had  been 
proposed  was  not  sufficient  to  protect  our 
agricultural  pursuits  from  that  shock  which 
an  inJiseriminate  peamlssion  to  import 
grain  v^ould  produce ;  and  upon  that  part 
of  the  subject  he  could  not  help  hoping 
that  some  amendpient  would  be  offered  tn^ 
the  House.  He  did  not  think  the  measura 
would  havetheeSbct  of  ultimately  reduc* 
ing  the^  price  of  corn*;  but  one  benefit 
would  be  derived  from  it;  namely,  it 
would  keep  the  price  more  even  and  sta- 
tionary than  it  osed  formerly  to  be  ;  and, 
by  that  means,  prevent  those  scarcities 
which  sometimes  bore  hard  on  the  work- 
ing classes  of  society*-.-while  it  would,  on 
the  other  side,  operate  against  a  return  of 
that  extreme  cheapness,  the  effect  of  which 
must  be  to  put  an  end  to  agncultural  en- 
terprise. 

The  ChanetUariifihi  Exchequer  wished  te 
remind  the  Houseithatihe  Bill  then  before 
them  did  not  at  all  relate  to  the  prices  of 
grain.  The  Bill  turned  on  a  clear  and 
plain  principre,  though  much  difference  of 
opinion  existed  on  it.  To  that  principles 
(merely  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  a 
free  export),  gentlemen  ought  to  confine 
themselves. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said,hedid  not  intend 
to  olftr  any  observations  on  the  measure 
before  the  House ;  nor  would  he  have  at  all 
solicited  their  attention,  if  it  had  not  beeiv 
for  some  observations  made  on  a  foriner 
evening  by  the  hon.  gentleman  below-  hfrn" 


Digitized  by 


Google 


895]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

(Mr.  W.  Smith),  relative  to  a  petition 
which  he  had  presented  from  certain  in- 
habitants of  Newca^tle-Qpon-Tyne«  When 
that  petition  was  originally  brought  to 
him,  hie  objected  to  the  words  which  the 
^hon.  member  had  read  to  the  House ;  but, 
from  the  explanation'  he  had  received, 
and  from  the  respectability  of  the  persons 
connected  with  the  petition,  he  was  coo- 
▼inc^d  that  no  i m proper  al I  usion  was  meant ; 
and,  therefore,  he  considered  it  a  doty 
which  he  owed  his  constituents,  to  lay  it 
before  parliament.  As  it  was  erer  his 
opinion,  that  nothing  should  be  alleged,  in 
any  petition,  against  the  motives  by  which 
the  members  of  that  House  were  in* 
ilaenced,  he  had  written  to  the  committee 
by  whom  the  petition  was  drawn  op,  for 
aa  explanation, on  the  subject*--and,  in  an- 
swer, he  had  received  a  complete  denial  of 
any  such  intention.  This,  he  hoped,  would 
be  sufficient  to  exculpate  his  clients  from 
the  accusation  of  wilnilly  intending  to  im- 
pute false  motives  to  those  gentlemen  who 
supported  the  alteration  in  the  corn  laws ; 
Ibr  which,  he  readily  admitted,  there  was 
some  ground  at  first 

Mr.  Ellison  hoped  that  from  henceforth 
the  House  would  enter  into  the  discussion 
of  this  subject  with  calmness  and  delibe* 
ration ;  giving  each  other  credit  for  those 
motives  alone  which  ought  to  influence 
members  of  parliament. 

The  Bill  wis  then  read  the  first,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  second  time  on  the 
Idth,  and  to  be  printed* 

CoaN  Tbadb.]  Mr.  HuskisMon  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  taking 
into  farther  consideration  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Corn  Committee.  On  the  roo* 
tion,  •'  That  they  be  now  taken  into  con- 
sideration,'' 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  rose  and  said,  that,  in 
the  observations  he  was  about  to  make,  he 
had  not  the  smallest  intention  of  casting 
any  reflection  on  those  who  supported  the 
alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  whom  he  be- 
lieved to  be  actuated  by  the  most  pure 
and  patriotic  motives.  They  seemed  un- 
willing, however,  to  have  it  supposed,  that 
the  principles  which  they  advocated  would 
raise  the  price  of  bread ;  but,  when  they 
admitted  that  their  object  was  to  make 
com  dearer,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
they  could  get  rt^  of  the  consequence 
which,  in  his  mind,  must  necesarily  fol- 
low ;  viz.  an  equal  rise  in  the  price  of  that 
which  was  manufiictured  from  corn.  Nor 
could  he  conceiye  upon  what  principle  they 
t 
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meant  to  abandon,  with  respect  to  corn 
alone,  all  those  great  regulations  which 
writers  on  political  economy  universally 
allowed  to  bear  upon  every  other  s{>ecit8 
of  article.     If  the  system  were  likely  to 
have    the .  effect    which    its    supporters 
seemed  'to  imagine,  he  certainly  would 
not  object  to  it.    If  it  were  to  raise  the 
price  of  corn,  now^  temporarily,  and  to 
lower  it  permanently  hereafter,  he  would 
willingly  agree  to  it.     But  this  was  a  re- 
sult which    he  did  not  expect  from  it; 
and,  in  fact,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
subject  had  been  stated,  all  along,  with  a 
view  rather  to  the  benefit  of  the  agricol- 
tofralist,  than  to  the  general  interests  of 
the  other  parties  concerned.     He  wished 
not  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between 
the    interests  of  the  agriculturalist,  and 
those  of  the  manufacturer ;  but  be  thousht 
it  was  extremely  hard,  after  the  period  of 
distress   tnd    privation  which  the  latter 
class  had  passed  through,  that  the  legisla^ 
ture,  the  moment  the  price  of  grain  be- 
came moderate,  should  immediately  en- 
deavour to  increase  it.     In  his  bpinion, 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  ground  laid  by 
the  proposer  of  the  measure  In  bringing  it 
forward,  to  induce  the  House  to  adopt  it» 
They  were  told,  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
expediency— that  it  was  called  for  by  the 
alteration  in  our  currency  ;  but,  whatever 
opinion  might  be  held  with  respect  to  the 
currency  of  the  country,  this  was  most 
evident,  that  an  alteration  in  it  must  now 
take  place.    Therefore,  he  looked   upon 
the  present  as  the  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment that  could  be  selected  for  making 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  alteration  in 
the  corn  laws ;   because,  that  which  was 
adduced  as  a  main  reason  f6r  making  the 
alteration    would    not   perhaps  continue 
long.    It  was  argued,  that  the  new  system 
would,  at  a  very  early  period,  produce  an 
abundant  supply  of  corn ;  ,and  trusting  to 
this  contingency,  they  were  no  longer  to 
look    for   any    assistance,    though  at    a 
cheaper  rate,    from    abroad;  they  were 
called  upon  to  consider,  as  false  and  er- 
roneous, the  usual  principle  of  going  to 
that  place  where  we  were  most  likely  to 
purchase    a  commodity  cheapest.     But, 
could  it  be  supposed,  when  we  considered 
the  immenoe>  number  of  persons  taken 
from  agricultural  pursuits  to  become  ma- 
nufacturers, that  a  sufficient  supply  of 
com  for  our  home  ^consumption  could  be 
grown  in  this  country  ?  He  was  of  opinioa 
that  it  was  impossible.     He  was  ready  to 
acknowledge^  that  the  principle  of  admit** 
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ting  a  free  exportation  might  produce  a 
greater  quantity  of  grain ;  but  the  restric- 
iiftns  on  importation  would  tend  to* keep 
up  the  price,  and  to  pinch  those  who  were 
most  particularly  affected  by  dearness  of 
proviiions.  If  the  promotersof  this  measure 
were  consiuent  with  themselves^hey  would 
not  be  ^contented  with  a  free  exportation, 
and  a  restriction  on  importation,  unless  ac- 
companied b}'  a  specific  law  to  protect  the 
farmer  in  the  home  growth.  But,  he  sup- 
posed, the  system  now  would  be,  every 
time  grain  grew  cheap,  to  take  fresh  mea- 
•ures  to  raise  it  in  price.  Now,  he  would 
ask,  was  it  fight  for  that  House,  from  time 
^  to  time,  to  undertake,  by  a  legislative  enact- 
ment, to  settle  the  price  of  grain  ^-rThe 
measure  wa§  so  extremely  noxious,  that 
he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  oppose  it 
altogether.  Ireland  was  selected  as  a 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  this  system. 
She,  it  was  said,  had  become  an  exporting 
country,  ever  since  she  had  been  left  at 
liberty  to  dispose  of  her  grain  abroad. 
But  this  was  a  most  unfo)*tunate  instance ; 
because  the  grain  exported  from'  Ireland 
was  hot  a  superflux,  remaining  after  sup- 
plying her  whole  population.  It  was  well 
known,  that  wheat  was  not  the  food  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  that  country ; 
therefore,  no  fair  similarity,  on  that  point, 
could  be  traced  between  England  and 
Ireland.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving,  "  That  the  further  consideration 
of  the  Resolutions  be  postponed  till  this 
^y  three  months.^' 

Sir  G.  Cierke  observed,  that  it  was  ad- 
mitted, both  by  the  nobl^  lord  who  moved 
the  amendment,  and  by  a  rigtit  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  who,  on  a  former 
night,  bad  opposed  the  Resolutions,  that, 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  corn  for  our  manu- 
facturers* witheut  having  recourse  to  an/ 
foreign  country,  was  a  matter  of  great 
consequence.  The  question  was,  whether 
it  could  be  obtained  without  making  sacri- 
fices of  greater  magnitude  ?  In  his  opinion, 
by  giving  a  proper  support  to  the  agricul- 
tural interests  of  the  country,  a  proper 
supply  of  grain  conid  be  procured  at 
home,>  without  rendering  the  price 
incompatible  with  the  means  of  the 
lowest  labourer,  at  the  present  rate  of 
wages.  The  nobl^  lord  stated,  as  a 
reason  for  not  agreeing  with  the  report,' 
that  it  contained  propositions  inconsistent 
with  each  other.  That  it  proposed  to 
benefit  the  agriculturalist  by  raising  the 
price  of  corn,  and  to  add  to  the  comfort  of 
the  manufacturer  by  dimioishing  it;  and, 

(V0L.2tXVII.) 
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as  these  objects  appeared  Fncohsistent  witfe 
each  other,  iheretore  the  Report  was  un- 
worthy of  attention.  Now,  the  fact  was, 
that  the  framersof  that  Report  had  no  in* 
cention,  permanently,  to  increase  the  pried 
of  grain.  Another  error  pervaded  the 
whole  of  the  noble  lord's  speech,  who 
seemed  to  think  we  never  could  becoate 
an  exporting  country  ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced, that  a  very  little  stimulus,  to  agVi- 
cultural  energy,  by  keeping  grain  at  its 
present  price,  would  secure  a  sufficient 
supply  both  for  our  own  population  and 
for  exportation.  He  was  sure  if  corn  were 
sold  at  SOj.  per  quarter  (the  r^te  which 
would  give  sufficient  encouragement  to 
the  grower),  a  quantity  of  wheat  corn, 
adequate  to  the  supply  of  the  country, 
would  be  raised  ;  but  if  the  price  were 
lowered,  much  of  the  land  at  present  oc^ 
cupied  by  grain  would  be  appropriated  to 
pasture. 

Mr.  Western*  rose  and  said : 

I  am  desirous,  Sir,  of  making  some  ob- 

*  From  the  original  edition,  printed 
for  Budd  and  Calkin,  Pall-mall ;  with  the 
following  Address  to  the  Reader  : ' 

It  must  be  obvious  to  the  reader,  that  in 
the  speech  reported  in  the  foregoing 
pages,  a  variety  of  important  considera« 
tions  are  not  adverted  to,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  on  which  I  am  desirous  of 
making  some  cursory  remarks.  In  ibe 
first  place,  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  manufacturing  class  of  the  commu- 
nity to  the  great  advantage  of  the  homei 
market.  They  must  see,  upon  reflection, 
to  what  an  enormous  extent  tho  home 
demand  for  their  goods  exceeds  the 
foreign  ;  and  it  must  therefore  be  obvious 
bow  essential  to  them  is  the  prosperity  of 
our  agricultural  population,  creating,  as 
they  do,  so  large  a  share  of  the  home  de- 
mand. It  is  said,  if  we  take  corn  from- 
foreigners,  they  will  receive  our  manu« 
factures:  suppose  we  take  a  million  of 
quarters,  and  they  receive  three  millions 
of  money  for  it;  or,  instead  of  money, 
consent  to  take  the  value  in  manufactures, 
it  certainly  appears  that  we  should  receive 
an  equivalent  in  one  sense  ;  but  I  think  I 
have  made  it  evident,  that  the  million' 
jsupplied  by  foreigners  could  be  furnished 
by  our  own  agriculturalists,  who  would 
thereby,  to  that  amount,  become  better 
customers  than  they  are  at  present.  The 
quantity  of  custom,  or  sale  of  manufac- 
tures, would  be  the  same,  with  the  advan- 

(3  M) 
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fer^atipns  on  the  aoesUon  now  before  llit 
House;  and  in  saooing,  shall  apply  my- 
self genf  rally  to  a  consideration  of  .the 
principle  of  the  measure.     I  bueg  leave  in 

F  '■         ■  ■ — ■  '    '      "  " '  ■ — 

tage  of  being  derived  from  a  certain  home 
market,  ins^ad  of  a  precarious  foreign 
market* 

it  is  sometimes,  said,  there  would  be  no 
danger  in  opening  our  ports  to  foreign 
corn ;  I  am  far  from  thinking  a  flood 
would  come  in  that  would  overwhelm  us 
at  once ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  foreigners  can  undersell  our  farmers, 
and  woul^  gradually  gain  upon  them  the 
possession  of  the  markets  to  a  dangerous 
extent*  The  superiority  of  their  soil  and 
climate,  with  taxes  and  burthens  of  all 
Ifinds  so  much  lighter,  must  give  them  a 
most  preponderating  advantage ;  so  that 
the  idea  of  leaving  the  British  and  foreign 
grower  to  find  their  own  levels  appears 
to  me  like  throwing  two  persona  into  the 
water,  the  one  in  the  full  possession  of  all 
hb  natural  powers,  the  other  with  a  mill- 
stone round  his  neck.  This  does  not  mili- 
tate against  the  argument  before  urg«d, 
that  when  the  foreign  supply  has  run  to 
its  limit,  the  price  would  again  rise  to  such 
a*  degree  as  would  give  a  profit  to  capital 
and  industry  devoted  to  agriculture, 
equal  to  that  applied  to  other  manu- 
factures.* 

There  is  one  other  point  of  view  in 
which  I  wish  to  represent  the  possible,  if 
not  probable,  consequences  of  a  reliance 
upon  foreign  countries.  1  will  take  it  for 
granted,  that  we  should  receive  five  mil- 
lions of  quarters  of  grain  from  tbem^  and 
,  grow  only  thirty  of  our  own  :  let  us  sup- 
pose, under  such  circumstances»  what  is 
not  at  all  unlikely,  a  bad  season  through- 
out Europe,  and  the  general  crop  defoc* 
tive  one  fourth. f  Those  countries,  from 
whence  we  have  been  accustomed  to  draw 
these  five  millions,  will,  of  course,  want  it. 


*  If  the  visionary  project  of  a  perfect 
free  trade  could  be  realized,  it  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  that  corn  might  be  had  so  much 
the  cheaper,  in  proportion  as  the  aggre- 
gate supply  might  be  drawn  from  the 
most  productive  lands  :  but  then,  aspo- 
pnlation  increased,  recourse  must  again 
be  had  to  those  of  inferior  quality. 

t  As  far  as  our  supplies  may  be  drawn 
from  America,  the  danger  of  a  season  ap- 
plying generally  to  all  the  countries  from 
whcace  our  supplies  carne^  is  certainly 


the  first  place  to  declare^  that  in  the  view 

I  have  taken  of  this  subject,  I  have  never 
regarded,  for  one  moment,  the  interests  of 
the  grower  of  corn  distinct  from  that  oi 

II  .  ■»■  I  ifc  ii  I  I  ■■  ■  ^  ■  ■  ■  1 1 .^ 
and,  without  bein^  at  war  with  us,  will 
keep  it  for  their  own  necessities.  %  In  ad« 
dition  to  this  loss,  there  will  be  the  dif-' 
ference  between  a  reduction  of  on% 
fourth  ofthirty  and  of  thirty-five;  leaving 
us  only  32,500,000  quarters,  instead  of 
25,350,00a  Then  comes  the  further  b- 
jury  to  our  manufacturers  in  another 
way,  in  as  much  as  they  will  lose  the  fo- 
reign demand  for  their  goods;  and  I 
should  think  the  home  demand  would  be 
diminished  nearly  in  the  proportion  of 
22,500,000  to  25,350,000,  being  the  dif- 
ference of  quantity  of  corn  our  agricul- 
tural population  would  have  for  market. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider 
the  two«fold  power  foreign  countries  would 
have  over  us,  in  the  case  of  an  estensive 
exchange  of  corn  for ,  manufactures,  the 
one  being  of  so  inuoh  more  importance, 
than  the  other.  *  The  suspension  of  inter* 
course  would  not  only  be  much  less  inja* 
rious  to  them,  bt>t  the  immediate  conse- 
quence would  be  to  give  additional  food 
to  their  people,  and  encotu'agement  to 
their  manufactures— to  us  universal  dis- 
tress, and  absolute  ruin  to  thousands  of 
manufeiciurers.  Let  them  recollect  the  in<* 
jury  they  have  sufiered  by  the  interrupUoa 
of  the  foreign  market  for  their  goods,  and 
compare  it  with  a  small  diSerenoe  in  il^ 
value  of  corn.  It  is  infinitely  desirable 
they  should  be  induced  to  see  that  their 
prosperity  is  deeply  involved  in,  and  ia- 
deed  dependent  upon,  the  prosperity  of 
our  agriculture;  and  that  it  is  as  much 
their  interest  to  admit,  as  it  is  that  of  the 
agriculturalists  to  require  such  a  differeoce 
of  price,  as  would  for  a  timej  result  from  aa 
effectual  check  (I  do  not  meaii  absolute 
prohibition)  to  the  further  introduction  of 
foreign  grain ;  they  would  in  consequence 
have  it  cheaper  upon  an  average  of  years. 
It  is  indeed  their  esf^ial  interest  to  cast 

X  upon  an  average  of  some  yean 
prior  to  1765,  we  annually  exported  about 
600,000  quarters  of  grain ;  m  1764  tbe 
price  of  wheat  was  30s.  7d. ;  in  the  five 
years, ending  1769,  it  was  43«.  2d.;  and 
this  was  considered  such  an  advance  eC 
price,  that  in  each  ef  these  years  the  ex* 
port  w&s  prohibited,  and  of  course  faretm 
coimtries  deprived  of  the  whole  of  tM 
supply  diey  ^ad  aauaUy  received. 
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th«  comottMr.  I  bell«?6  ihcu  they  are  in* 
Beptnible.     It  is  the  prtctice  Indeed  to 

^1  *  I  III  ■ II  ■  I     ■ ■■ 

their  views  forward  $  for  it  is  to  l^  pre- 
inined  they  are  more  able  now,  from  their 
iQperior  capital  and  machinery,  to  under- 
aell  foreign  manafiieturer^,  than  they  may 
be  tome  tinfte  hence.  They  must  expect 
that  the  straggle  of  rival  nations,  pes* 
atssing  great  indnstry,  taste,  and  Ingenaity, 
Will  Income  more  powerfol  after  a  short 
period  of  tranqoillitv ;  and  then,  when 
they  woold  most  stand  in  need  of  a  cheap 
supply  of  food,  they  would  find  how  mach 
they  had  sacrificed  to  a  temporary  delo* 
five  advantage,  and  what  an  increase  of 
price,  as  well  as  other  evils,  woold  even- 
toally  result  from  the  depression  of  our 
agriculture  at  this  time.  ^ 

The  following  estimate  of  the  growth 
of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  in  the 
united  empire,  is  drawn  odt  by  Arthur 
Young,  esq.  I  have  formed  mine  on 
Che  same  principles;  but  estimating  the 
produce  of  wheat  at  only  twenty  bushels 
per  acre,  and  considering  the  growth  of 
the  other  grains  not  to  come  so  often  In 
the  general  course  of  husbandry,  I  find  a 
lower  result,  but  am  fkt  from  positive  that 
mine  Is  the  most  accurate.  It  will  be  ob- 
vious, the  larger  proportion  of  our  con- 
sumption drawn  from  our  own  agriculture, 
the  greater  the  evils  resulting  from  its 
depression. 

Population  of  Great  Britain  \2^596,Q05 

Population  of  England  and  Wales 
10,791,115,  whose  consumption  may 
thus  be  calculated: 

Ors. 

Wheat,  with  some  Rye 8,500,000 

Barley 831,666 

OaU 668,333 

Wheat  as  above 8,500,000 

CoBfumed,  not  in  bread 100,000 

8,600,000 
Deduct  balance    of  export 
and  import  on  the  average 
of  1811  and  1812   187,162 

8,412,839 
Add  for  seed  one-ninth 934,759 

^ '  '  '  ^ 
Aanual  growth  '••••, •  9,347,597 


May  16,  1814.  [90B 

taft  of  the  intf  reals  of  the  grower  and 
consumer  as  disunited,  add  even  opposed 
to  each  other,  but  the  fa^t  is  quite  other- 
wise. The  consumers  form  the, market 
for  the  grower,  and  their  number;  wealth, 
and  ability  to  purchase,  constitute  the 
value  and  extent  of  the  market;  and  It  is 
only  the  successful  and  prosperous  condi- 
tion of  the  grower  can  insure  an  adequate 
•apply  to  the  consumer.  In  the  discussion 
of  the  proposition  now  submitted  to  the 
House,  I  shall  endeavour  to  confine  myself 
to  the  consideration  of  the  probabiltty  it 
affords  of  providing  an  abundant  supply  df 
food  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country : 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  I 
apprehend  we  are  about  to  legislate.  But, 
Sir,  we  must  not  forget,  that  the  measures 
we  have  now  before  us  are  confined  to  the 

If  the  produce  be  22  bushels  per  acre, 
the  acres  employed  will  be  3,399,126; 
and  taking  wheat  at  one- fifth  of  the  arable, 
and  barley  and  oats  as  occupying  half  as 
much  land  again  as  wheat,  the  acres  of 
those  grains  will  be  5,098,686  acres;  and 
the  produce  at  4|  quarter  per  acre  will  be 
22,944,100;  and  the  total  of  white  com 
will  be  32,291,697  quarters :  if  we  allow 
proportionably  for  the  population  of  Scot- 
land, it  will  add  5,401,283. 

As  oats  are  much  consumed  in  Scotland, 
and  the  amount  in  quarters  much  exceed- 
ing the  consumption  in  wheat  per  head, 
this  seems  to  be  a  moderate  allowance. 

Total  consumption  of  Great  Britain, 
379'692,980  quarters. 

In  regard  to  Ireland,  the  authorities 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Wakefield  will  not 
allow  us  to  suppose  a  greater  population 
than  that  of  five  millions;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  the  great  basis  of  their  sup- 
port is  the  potatoe :  we  must^howerer  re- 
member, that  all  the  higher  classes,  with 
a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
towns,  as  well  as  counties  in  the  north  Of 
that  kingdom,  are  supported  on  com.  If 
all  these  circumstances  permit  us  to  esti- 
mate them  as  equal  to  the  entire  nourish- 
ment of  I  milHon  of  persons,  and  alloff 
to  each  (as  their  consumption  is  both  of 
wheat  and  oats,  but  the  latter  in  the  far 
greatest  proportion)  18  bushels,*  the  total 
will  be  3,375,000 quarters;  and  the  grand 
total  for  the  United  Kingdom  will  be 
41,067,980  quarters. 

*  Smith  calculates  the  consumption  of  ^^ 
oats  at  23  bushels  per  head  per  annum--^/ 
Tracts  on  the  Com  Trade,  p.  161. 
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regulation  of  the  foreign  trade,  and  supply 
of  foreign  corn  ;  and  it,  is  of  course  essen- 
tial to, consider  what  proportion  that  sup- 
ply has  hitherto  borne,  or  is  likely  to  bear, 
to  the  total  demand  and  con8UQ)ption  of 
the  united  empire.  .    < 

I  know.  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult  to  form 
an  accurate  estiniate  on  such  a  subject. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  one  out  of 
all  the  different  niaieriafo  we  at  present 
possess  for  this  purpose ;  and  my  result 
will,  I,  think,  be  allowed  to  he  fair  and 
tolerably  c^orrect,  or  at  least  that*  it  takes 
the  proportion  of  our  own  produce  as  low 
as  it  can  be  placed.  The  consumption 
of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats,  in  Great  Bri; 
tain  and  Ireland,  I  estimate  at  35  millions 
of  quarters.  The  import  of  all  sorts  of 
grain,  on  an  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
is  known  to  be  about  one  million:,  of 
course  the  native  growth  is  to  the  importa- 
tion as  thirty-four  to  one. 

It  is  nece'ssary  to  have  this  proportion 
in  our  contemplation,  that  wc  may  see 
how  speedily  any  diminution  of  our  own 
agriculture  would  reduce  the  aggregate 
supply. 

The  regulation  of  the  foreign  trade  has 
generally  been  subject,  as  it  now  is,  to  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion.  Some  gentle- 
men tbink  it  safer  to  prohibit,  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  corn,  and  to  rely  upon 
the  steady  exertions  of  our  own  farmers ; 
others  contend,  the  impQrtation  should  be 
'stopped  at  what' is  Called  the  mediun^ 
price ;  and  there  are  those  who  maintain 
that  the  importation  and  exportation  of 
com  should  be  perfectly  free,  and  liable 
to  no  restriction  whatever. 

It  is  impossible  to  doubt  for  a  moment, 
that  if  an  entire  freedom  oftrade  could  be 
established  throughout  the  world,  it  would 
be  decidedly  for  the  advantage  of  man- 
Jcind  in  general.  There  is  not  a  dissen- 
tient voice  upon  this  subject ;  at  the  same 
time^  no  hope  or  expectation  can  reason- 
ably be  entertained  that  such  an  event 
will  ever  come  to  pass.  It  U  impossible 
in  the  present  state  of  the  different 
countries  of  Europe  and  the  world,  or  in 
any  probable  state  which  the  most  san- 
guine person  can  look  forward  to,  that 
£uch  relations  of  concord  and  amity  can 
ever  be  established  ampngst  nations,  as 
shall  secure  an  uninterrupted  freedom  of 
trade.  But  it  is  said,. though  we  cannot 
look  forward  to  the  freedom  of  trade  ge- 
nerally, it  would  be  better,  as  far  as  lies 
in  our  power,  to  have  a  free  trade  of  corn, 
to  permit  a.free  export  constantly,  and  to 
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open  our  markets  at  all  timet  to  Cbe  ad- 
mistiion  of  foreign  growth.  The  queation 
is,  whether  sach  a  system  would  give  us, 
in  a  course  of  years,  a  more  abundaof, 
more  steady,  and  cheaper  supply  ?  I  am 
convinced  it  would  not.  But  let  us  exa- 
mine what  the  effects  of  such  a  measure 
would  be.  If  the  superior  fertility  of 
foreign  soils,  or  other  circumstances, 
should  enable  the  foreign  grower  to  p^y 
the. freight,  and  undersell  the  British 
farmer,  jihe  first  consequence  certainly 
would  be,  that  British  agriculture  must 
give. way  to  the  extent  of  the  increased 
supply  of  foreign  corq*  The  more  steril 
lands  of  this  empire  would  be  thrown  out 
,of  tillage,  the  capital  therein  employed 
would  seek  more  productive  chan- 
nels,-the  proportion,  of  foreign  supply 
would  increase,  and  our  own  produce  di- 
minish I  oar  present  import  of  one  milHon 
would  arrive  perhaps  at  five  millions,  and 
our  own  growth  wou(d  be  reduced  from 
34  to  30 :  if  we  could  draw  still  more  co- 
piously from  foreign  countries,,  the 
relative  proportion  of  our  own  produce 
would  of  course  be  still  farther  altered. 
But  I  presume  there  is  nobody  who  does 
not  admit  that  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the 
quantum  of  foreign  supply.  It' cannot  be' 
supposed  for  an.  instant,  that  we  can  draw 
our  entire  subsistence  in  corn  fi-om 
foreign  countries;  there  must  be  some 
limits  then,  I  say,  when  we  have  arrived 
at  that  limit,  we  shall  be  exactly  in  the 
same  situation  in  which  we  are  now,  ex- 
cept that  we  shall  have  five  millions  of 
quarters  of  foreign  corn  (supposing  that 
to  be  the  limit)  instead  of  one,  and  thirty 
of  our  own  instead  of  thirty-four.  When 
this  ii  done,  what  can  prevent  the  price 
rising  to  the  same  level  it  would  naturally 
reach,  if  no  such  change  had  taken  place  ? 
I  put  out  of  the  question  here  the  mani- 
fest objections  to  so  great  a  reliance  upon 
foreign,  and  perhaps  hostile  countries,  and 
^iew  the  argument  as  if  divested  of  all 
these  considerations, 

I  presume  it  will  he  on  all  bands  ad« 
mitted,  that  neither  corn  nor  any  other 
article  can  long  continue  to  be  produced' 
in  any  country,  at  a  rate  of  profit  lower 
than  that  which  is  derived  from  other 
/trades  and  manufactures.  If  the'  trade  of 
the  farmer,  or  any  other  trade,  ceases  to  be 
profitable^  in  that  proportion  the  capital  of 
the  persons  employed  in  it  will  by  degrees 
seek  other  channels,  anii  their  industry 
will  be  turned  to  more  advantageous 
employments.      By    these    means,'^   the 
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quantity  of  the  article  to  be  produced  will 
dixninisb,  till 'the  demand  operating  Mpon 
a  reduced  supply  shall  restore  the  price  to 
a  level  that  shall  again. place  the  manufac- 
turers of  that  article  upon  a  footing  with 
others :  during  the  period  of  this  reduc- 
tion  they,  will  be  obliged,  no  doubt,  to  sell 
at  a  loss,  but  they^wlU  relieve  themselves 
as  quickly  as  possible  from  ibis  situation. 
In  the  present  state. of  ihe  agriculture  of 
this  country,  if  we  allow  the  ports  to  be 
open  to  foreign  corn,  and  if  we  can  draw 
large  quantities  from  thence  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  grow  it,  the  operation  I  have 
just  described  must  take  place  ;  and  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  consequent  declension 
of  our  own  agriculture,  the  price  may  be 
lowered  beyond  that,  which  shall  give  the 
farmers  an-adequaie  profit :  when  we  have 
acrived  at  the  limiu  of  the  foreign  supply, 
then  the  price  of  the  whole  must  return  to 
the  level  which  shall  give  them  a  profit 
equal  to  thatof  other  British  mamifacturers. 
I  am  now  (poking  at  the  question  without 
considering  the  possibility  of  any  inter- 
ruption to  the  foreign  trade ;  and  yet  it 
does  appear  to  me  certain,  that  viewing 
the  measure  of  free  import  even  .under 
these  most  favourably,  but  most  improbable 
circamstsuices,  the  consumer  would  in  the 
event  be  miserably  disappointed  in  bis 
expectation  of  finding  a  cheaper  or  more 
abundant  supply. 

I  come  no^.  Sir,  to  a  consideration  of 
those  laws  which  have  hitherto  been 
enacted  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  with 
foreign  countries. ;  they  have  been,  as  we 
all  know,  very  different  in  their  effects ; 
at  the  same  time,  there  has  been  a  uniform 
jimilarity  in  one  respect,  inasmuch  as  they 
.liave  always  subjected  the  export  and  im- 
port of  grain  to  restrictions  or  encourage- 
ments dependent  upon  the  market  price. 
For  instance,  by  the  Act  of  1791  wheat 
was  exportable  on  bounty  till  it  reached 
445.  per  quarter  ;  at  465.  the  export  was 
stopped;  at  50is.  foreign  corn  might  be 
imported  on  a  duty  of  ^5.  td, ;  at  54*.  it 
might  come  in  duty  free. 

It  is'obvious,  that  the  scale  upen  which 
the  regulating  prices  are  taken,  must  de- 
cide the  efficacy  and  consequences  of  such 
a  measure ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  so 
differently  has  that  scale  been  fixed  at 
different  periods  of  the  history  of  our  corn 
Jaws,  that  their  effects  have  been  diame- 
trically opposite.  In  one  period  it  has 
operated. nearly  to  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
corn  ;  at  another,  it  has  given  the  benefit 
4>r.  the  British  marketS|  almost  wit)>out.in- 


terraptionr  to  the  agriculture  of  foreiga 
countries.  These  periods  may  iie  com- 
puted, first  from  our  earliest  information 
up  to  the  Act  of  the  22d  of  Charles  the  2d, 
in  the  year  1670.  thence  to  the  13th  of 
George  the  Srd^  177^,  and  from  thence  to 
the  present  time. 

~  During  the  first  of  these  periods  the 
prevailing  character  of  the  laws  was  to 
encourage  importation  and  prohibit  expor- 
tation ;  and  during,  that  time  the  nation 
experienced  a  great  and  distressing  flue* 
tuation  of  prices,  and  ^  painful  dependence 
on  foreign  supply. 

The  Act  of  1670,  on  the  contrary,  sub- 
jected the  importation  of  foreign  corn  to 
such  duties  as  virtually  amounted  to  pro- 
hibition ;  and  this  was  followed  by  t{)e  - 
Act  of  the  Ist  of  king  William,  by  which 
every  encouragement  was  given  to  the  ex« 
portation  of  our  own  pro4uce.  This  system 
was  continued  to  the  year  1773,  and  was 
certainly  most  successful  in  the  extension 
of  oyr  agriculture,  and  in  producing  a 
plentiful  sup^Jy  of  corn  at  a  steady  low 
price.  To  this  system.  Sir,  I  am  ainxious 
to  return,  and  to  accomplish  it  we  must 
form  our  regulating  scale,  as  near  as  we 
can,  upon  the  proportions  at  that  time 
adopted;  antl  the  degree  of  approximation 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  last 
session,  is  that  to  which  I  adhere,  as  the 
proper  measure  for  the  purpose. 

An  idea  very  generally  prevails,  that, 
in  fixing  the  import,  \ye  are  in  truth  set« 
tling  the  lowest  market  price  of  corn ;  a 
more  unfounded  and  erroneous  opinion 
cannot  well  exist.  It  seems,  however,  to 
be  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  probably  has  originated  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  market  price  having 
very  seldom  been  below  the  import  price 
since  the  commencement  Qf  pur  present 
system  of  corn  laws,  which  I  date  from 
the  Act  of  1773.  The « causes  of  this  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  exp>laia,  by  tracing 
their  several  enactments,  and  the  events 
that  followed ;  and  in  lo  doing  I  shall  at 
the  same  time  shew,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  inefficacy  of  the  principles  on  which 
they  were  formed. 

This  Act  of  1773  allowed  of  the  impor- 
tation of  com  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
when  the  price  of  British  wheatrpse  to  48s. 
a  quarter,  and  other  grain  in  proportion. 
Now,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  average 
price  of  ther  preceding  ten  years  was 
455.  6i.  consequently  the  least  deficiency 
of  supply,  or  diminution  of  the  value  of 
money,  which  has  certainly ,  been  pro« 
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gresiive  since  that  ttoae,  would  nectMtrily 
jnake  the  market  price  ecjeal  to,  or  ebove  the 
import  price.  This  Act,  whilst  it  sobTertdl 
at  one  blow  a  system  eminently  beneficial, 
eatablisbed  on  the  experience  of  a  century, 
exhibited  in  its  own  enactments  the  most 
impracticable  ideas,  and  most  fiiiile  and 
abMjrd  projecU.  The  Act  of  the  22d 
Charles  the  2d  continuing  in  force  till 
1775,  fixed  the  import  price  of  wheat  at 
SSf .  id.  a  qaarter,  siibject  also  to  a  duty  of 
8«.  together  6U.  4fd.  The  Act  of  the  Ist 
of  king  William  gave  a  boenty  of  Ss.  upon 
the  export  of  British  wheat  when  the  price 
was  at  or  under  48«.  a  quarter ;  and  these 
two  Acts  combined  formed  the  system  of 
laws  under  which  the  trade  was  governed 
till  the  period  I  am  now  speaking  of.  Now 
this  Act  of  177S  absolutely  converted  the 
export  bounty  price  into  the  import  duty- 
free' price,  so  that  a  more  complete  and 
utter  subversion  of  a  code  of  laws  could 
not  by  any  possible  means  be  effected. 
The  expectations  which  appear  to  have 
been  formed  by  the  authors  of  this  Act  are 
demonstrable  by  its  provisions,  and  are 
certainly  very  extiaordinary*  By  its 
different  enactments,  when  wheat  was 
mirier  44t.  it  was  exportable  with  a  bounty 
0f  Ss. ;  when  S(bove  44«.  the  exportation 
of  it  was  altogether  prohibited,  under  a 
severe  penalty ;  and  when  the  price  rose 
to  i8«.  foreign  com  was  admissible  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  duty-free ;  so  that 
diey  really  seem  to  have  entertained  the 
idea  of  keeping  the  price  of  corn  within 
fbe  Kmits  of  44««  and  4S#.  The  same 
opinions  seem  to  have  prevailed  in  the  year 
1791,  as  the  provisions  of  that  Act  were 
nearly  similar.  The  average  price  of  corn 
ef  the  ten  years  preceding  1791  was  5\s. 
and  the  import  price  was  fixed  at  52s.  Od. ; 
including  a  duty  of  9s.  6d.  it  was  exporia- 
Me  on  bounty  under  44«.— export  allowed, 
without  bounty,  under  46#.— f>rohibited 
above  40i.  Here  again  it  is  obvious  from 
the  same  causes;  the  market  price,  differ- 
ing at  the  time  so  little  from  the  import 
price,  would  soon  be  equal  to  or  exceed  it. 
We  come  next  to  the  Act  of  1 804,  which, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  I  had 
the  honour  of  introducing  into  the  House. 
That  Act  carried  the  import  price,  includ- 
ing doty,  to  65s,  6d. ;  the  export  bounty 
price  to  48s. ;  permission  of  export  with- 
ont  bouniy  to  54f.  The  average  price  of 
the  10  years  preceding,  hsolosive  of  the 
scarce  years  of  1800  and  1801,  was  709. ; 
cxcKisive  of  those  two  years,  60s. ;  so  that 
npon  the  calcuhtion  of  ordinary  years. 


Com  IWufe.  {p(M' 

the  average  market  price  was  only  5s.  (ML 
under  the  4)ttty-free  impeK  price.  UpoM 
a  review  of  all  tfaese  cases,  it  is  therefore 
apparent,  that  at  the  time  of  passing  these 
several  laws  the  market  and  import  prices 
were  nearly  at  par ;  and  events,  too  obviottt 
to  be  noticed,  have  conUantly  occurred  te 
annihilate  that  minute  difference,  and 
generally  to  render  the  former  moeli 
higher  than  the  laiter. 

The  Committee  of  1804  in  genevftl 
thought  at  the  time,  that  tbe  measure  re- 
commended by  them  to  the  House  would 
not  afford  sufficient  confidence  and  en- 
couragement  to  the  British  farmer;  but 
were  induced  to  give  way  ^to  the  opposi- 
tion they  had  to  encountei^.  And  here  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  more  folly' 
what  I  have  before  asserted,  that  Mr.  PiU, 
who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  adminia-> 
tration,  gave  to  this  measure  his  most  de- 
cided and  cordial  support.  I  was  cer- 
tainly surprised  to  find,  in  the  pamphlet  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  f  Mr.  Rose)  tbe 
declaration  of  an  opinion  directly  at  vart* 
ance  with  this  askertion.  The  right  hen.  < 
gentleman  says,  in  thkt  publication,  ^'  he 
knows  Mr.  Pitt  was  prevailed  upon  re* 
luctantly  to  gire  his  assent  to  concur  m 
the  regulating  prices  enacted  in  1804.'^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  must,  I  think, 
be  mistaken ;  for  I  still  entertain  a  most 
perfect  conviction,  that  Mr.  Pitt  not  only 
cordisflly  assented  to  those  prices,  but 
wished  to  have  carried  them  considerably 
higher.  I  have  a  clear  recoHectien  if 
what  passed  at  our  first  interview  with  him 
upon  the  subject.  We  presented  le  him 
our  plan,  remarking  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  measure  probably  woeld  be  stre- 
nuously contested,  that  much  clamour  waa 
already  excited,  and  that  to  obviate  it  we 
had  adopted  the  lowest  possible  scale. 
He  said,  it  appeared  to  htm  so  low,  fhaa 
he  thought  it  might  prevent  the  threatened 
opposition ;  the  only  doubt  he  entertained 
was  of  its  efficacy.  I  also  feel  persuaded 
that  he  expressed  hopes  we  shenid  be  able, 
by  degrees,  in  subsequent  sessioBS  of  the 
legislature,  to  carry  further  the  principle 
Of  protection  and  encouragement  to  the 
agriculture  of  our  own  country.  WIma 
the  Bill  got  into  the  House  of  Lords^  an 
alteration  was  made  in  the  calculatiow  ef 
the  duties ;  in  consequence  of  w^ieh, 
when  it  came  back  to  this  House,  it  waa 
rejected.  Mr.  PrCt  directed  a  message  16 
be  sent  to  me,  informing  me  of  the  eir* 
comstance,  and  desiring  f  would  come  to 
town,  which  I  tnunediatdy  did.    It  waa 
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Iben  thd  middle  of  J«Iy ;  be  told  me  Ke 
bad  hoped  ihe  prorogation  of  parliemeat 
woold  have  taken  place  before  ttiat  time, 
but  wottid  advise  the  delay  of  a  week  or 
ten  daya,  in  order  that  a  nevr  Bill  might 
bo  introdo€ed»  which  I  accordingly  moTed 
tbe  iaroe  eyeniog ;  and  which,  after  aonro 
oppoaitioaj  passed  into  a  law.  I  mention 
these  circemstances  to  enable  the  House 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  rsal  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Pitty  independent  of  the  mere^re- 
coUectioii  of  myself  or  any  other  person> 
which  certainly  may  be  erroneous. 

Prom  the  period  of  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  which,  it  is  eurions  to  observe^  has  in 
BO  one  instance  impeded  the  importation 
of  foreign  grain,  the  average  price  of 
wheat  has  been  nearly  ]()0i.  a  quarter  :  in 
1812  and  UU,  it  was  above  120i.  almoM 
double  the  import  price  of  the  Act;  so 
that  if  there- are  those  who  persist  in  sop- 
poting  the  import  price  must  necessarily 
be  the  lowest,  they  ceruinly  cannot  flatter 
themaelves  with  the  hope  that  it  will  in- 
Tariabl V  be  the  highest ;  the  experience 
of  the  last  fifty  years  haa  fully  shewn  that 
auch  an  expectation  would  be  vain  indeed ; 
and  the  history  of  the  century  prior  to 
177S  will  equally  prove,  how  opposite  to 
truth  the  assumption  b,  that  the  market 
price  never  can  1>e  lower  than  that  at 
^hich  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  is 
prohibited. 

In  reverting  to  that  period,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, that  the  import  price,  including 
the  duly,  was  61s.  It  so  continued  above 
a  century,  and  yet,  during  the  whole  of 
that  time,  the  average  market  price  was 
not  quite  40«.— This  example  is  of  itself 
decisive.  But  the  case  is  stronger  yet: 
for  by  the  Act  of  William,  British  corn 
was  forced  ont  of  the  country,  by  a  bounty 
of  5«.  a  quarter,  till  the  price  exceeded 
^Ss.  and  during  the  full  operation  of  this 
law,  and  the  Act  of  Charles  2,  combined, 
the  price  of  wheat,  for  6S  years,  was 
m\ySS$.6d.* 

It  is  well  known  indeed,  that  under  the 
Operation  of  these  laws,  British  agriculture 
flourished  beyond  all  former  example; 
Ihat  from  bein|^  considerably  indebted  to 
foreign  countriea,  we  not  only  became 
quite  independent,  but  acquired  a  large 

*  In  the  first  thirty  yeara  of  this  period 
tbe  excess  ol  onr  exports  vtfas  on  an  average 
945,392  quarters,  and  the  average  market 
priee  was  SOt.  QtLx  >»  the  last  thirty  years 
tbe  excess  of  expoNs  was  642,1 92  quarters, 
and  the  price  only  3Qr. 


sorphii,  and  a  beneficial  export  trade* 
The  price  was  also  steady,  and  on  an 
average  comparatively  lower  than  it  bad 
ever  been  before,  or  has  been  since.  If 
these  facta  will  not  eradicate  tbe  opioimt, 
that  in  fixinf  ibe  import,  we  ore  fixing' 
tbe  lowest  market  price,  1  an  at  n  lose 
to  know  wbat  arguments  can  have  any 
avail. 

Theve  are  persons  who  will  say,  per* 
haps,  that  all  these  events  have  followed 
from  other  caoaes;  bai  it  must  be  ob- 
served, that  the  system  established  by 
these  Acts  of  Charles  2  aild  William,  was 
of  a  most  decisive  character ;  it  amoimted 
in  e£^t  to  an  absolute  prohibition  of  ib« 
reign  com  ;t  end  it  gave  socb  encoorage* 
ment  to  exportation,  as  never  was  before 
attempted  in  any  other  country  in  the 
world.    It  mi»t  be  remembered  also,  that 
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previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  policy,  we 
had  been  dependent  upon  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  we  have  been  since  iu  abandon- 
ment.^ « If  the  system  had  been  less  opera- 
tive, its  effects  might  have  been  attri- 
butable to  other  causes ;  hut  so  powerful, 
and  so  effectual  as  those  laws  were,  it  seems 
impossible  to  doubt  tl^ey  must  have  occar- 
sioned  the  consequences  which  fol|(Owed 
'  upon  them/  and  which  they  were  intended 
to  produce. 

But,  Sir,  the  beneficial  effects  which 
/  resufted  from  that  system  are  equally  de- 
ducible,  from  a  consideration  of  th&  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  was  founded  ;  one  simpje 
proposition,  the  truth  of  which  cannot  be 
disputed*  formed  the  basis  of. the  plan;  I 
mean,  that  undoubted  axiom,  that  self-in- 
terest is  the  source  of  all  production ;  .that 
neither  corn  nor  any  thiug  else  can  be 
'  procured,  but  by  the  operation  of  that 
active  principle  working  upon  the  mii^  of 
the  producer  ;  and  that  the  more  scope  is 
given  to  it,  the  more  effectually  will  the 
publjc  be  served.  Nothing  more  strikingly 
exemplifies  this  position,  than  the  regular 
and  nicely- measured  supply  of  food  to  the 
population  of  this  vast  metropolis :  the  un- 
interrupted operation  of  selfish  motives 
alope  miraculously  accomplishes  this  great 
work ;  it  is  the  certainty  of  market,  and 
an  adequate  reward,  which  attracts  to  this 
capital  every  thing  which  its  inhabitants 
require.  The  same  principle,  of  course, 
is  applicable  to  the  provision  of  food  fur 
our  entire  population.  The  corn  laws, 
matured  and  settled  at  the  Revolution, 
Wtre  obviously  founded  upon  it ;  they  in- 
spired with  full  confidence  of  uninterrupted 
reward  the  British  growers  of  ^orn ;  they 
held  out  to  th(im  the  possession  of  the 
home  market,  and  taught  them  to  look  to 
all  the  other  markets  of  the  world ;  in 
short,  the  system  was  calculated,  by  of- 
fering boundless  prospects  to  their  view,  to 
produce  that  ardent  competition,  which 
will  always  produce  an  ample  supply  of 
any  article  we  are  desirous  to  have  in 
abundance. 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  this  is  all  very 
true,  and  why  not  let  the  same  principle 
operate  upon  foreigners  as  well  as  uppn 
British  subjects  ?  The'  obvious  answer  is, 
because  they  are  foreigners;  and  the  fruit 
of  their  industry  is  subject  to  direction 
over  which  we  have  no  controul.  If  the 
character  of  mankind  could  be  altered, 
^nd  if,  those  passions,  whi^h  have  hitherto 
involved  nations  in  continual  hostility, 
could  altogether  subside,  and.  just  views  of  I 
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policy  invariably  prevail,  theii, indeed  the 
case  would  appear  in  a  different  light;  but 
till  then  it  would  be  the^ height' of  folly  to 
aliow  ourselve's  to  be  dependent  upon  fo- 
reign countries  fox  any  considerable  pro- 
pprtion  of  that  which  is  necessary  to  our 
existence.  In  the  article  of  food,  an  on- 
interrupted  intercourse  is  less'  likely  to  be 
established  than  in  any  other;  the  preju- 
dices of  men  so  powerfully  operate  against 
it,  that  it  is  only  in  modern  times  the  en- 
tire freedom  of  ,the  corh  trade  has  been 
fully  accomplished  within  our  own  do- 
minions. 

The  present  system  6f  our  com  laws  is 
founded  upon  a  notion,  that  we  can  at  any 
time  derive  assistance  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  and  not  only  that,  but  that  we  can 
command  it  exactty  to  the  extent  we  think 
is  desirable,  and  at  the  moment  we  fancy  it 
is  necessary.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  go 
to  work  to  find  out  what  fs  called  a  fair 
average  price  for  the  British  grower  in 
ordinary  seasons,  and  the  moment  that  is 
ex^eded  our  ports  are  immediately  thrown 
opeA.  Now,  if  we  were  even  to  suppose 
that  foreigners  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
liberty  of  Iree  export,  it  would  ^lill  be  ab* 
surd  to  believe  tbey  would'  always  have  a 
surplus  ready  for  the  supply  of  an  uncer- 
tain demand.  They  are  not  more  likely, 
to  have  a  constant  surplus  than  we  are, 
unless  they  have  a  constant  demand  for  it. 
We  may  indeed  extract  a  portion  of  their 
food,  by  the  temptation  of  high  price  J 
and  if  our  average  demand  fbr  a'  givea 
number  of  years  produces  a  constant 
market  for  them  to  a  given  extent,  they 
will  soon  have  that  quantity  in  ordinary 
years  to  spare;  but,  beyofid  that,  they 
will  have  no  surplus,  and  even  that  average 
supply  is  always  liable  to 'be  'withheld.' 
yin  the  mean  time,  what  is  the  effect  of 
this  fallacious  system  upon  our  own  agri- 
culture ?  This  uncertainty  of  market,  it 
must  be  recollected,  operates  upon  those 
who  must  ever  provide  the  bulk  of  our  ag- 
gregate consumption;  it  damps  their 
spiriu,  checks  the ic  exertions,  and  teacher 
them  to  confine  their  produce  rather 
within  the  limits  of  the  necessary  supply. 
If  then  a  succession  Of  different  seasons  at 
any  time  occurs,  which  experience  in- 
structs us  to  expect,  we  find  bursekes  un- 
provided for  the  occasion,  no  foreign  sup- 
plies can  be  eiftracted  hot  through  tbe 
operation  of  high- price,  and  the  nation 
becomes  exposed  to  great  distress  and 
danger.  In  a  short  time  our  agriculture, 
which  before  bad  languished  from  tke 
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cMiBes  I  ha?e  jusl  memioned,  begins  to 
he\  the  iDfluence  of  an  eager  demand,  the 
Miarket  |>ri€e  ritei  rapidly*  and  the  growers 
of  com  for  a  time  ej^>erienoe  great  profits. 
fn  spite  of  the  discouraging  nature  of  the 
laws,  nnnsoal  gains  excite  onosQal  exer- 
tions, and  JD  the  coarse  of  a  few  years  the 
H8^8^^®  produce  of  the  kingdom  is 
largely  increaaad.  Profits  now  again  de- 
cline, and  thus  an  alternate  succession  of 
periods  follow  each  other;  in  one  of 
whifh  fhe  farmer  gains  more  than  an  ade- 
quate profit,  in  another  less*  I  know  rery 
well  the  difference  of  seasons  must,  under 
all  circumstances,  render  uncertain  the 
MKluce,  as  well  as  profits  of  agriculture. 
But  it  is  this  very  uncertainty  we  should 
endearour  to  guard  against;  and  indispu- 
tably that  country  which  hfts  the  largest 
surplus  produce  will  suffer  least  from  this 
inefitable  Tariation  of  seasons.  The  only 
way  to  grow  a  surplus  in  ordinary  years  is 
to  promote  a  demand,  beyond  our  actual 
necessities,  for  the  food  of  our  own  popu- 
Ifition ;  and  this  is  effected  by  bounties  on 
exportation,  and  still  more  ^y  an  ex- 
tended home  consumption  of  grain.  The 
breweries,  the  distilleries,, and  the  quantity 
iised  by  horses,  fortunately  occasion  in  this 
country  a  great  extra  demand;  and  the 
consequent  increased  production  essen- 
tially adds  to  our  means  and  resources  in 
time  of  need.  Few  countries  sufl^r  much 
in  ordinary  years ;  the  great  object  should 
be,  to  make  profision  against  the  incalcu- 
lable CTils  of  a  real  scarcity. 

We  ba?e  ytry  recently  experienced  that 
ticissitode  of  events  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  describe,  and  happily  for  us  the 
period  last  past  has  been  that  of  high 
prices  and  large  profits,  and  we  are  in 
possession  of  the  plenty  which  they  hare 
occasioned.  .It  is  true  the  last  crop  was 
unusually  and  universally  prodocti?e,  but 
the  ^abundance  we  at  present  possess  is 
greatly  attributable  to  the  extended  and 
improved  tillage  of  every  part  of  the 
united  empire.  In  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years,  in  consequence  of  causes  too  power- 
ful to  be  counteracted  by  the  baneful  ten- 
dency of  the  laws,  our  agriculture  has  ad- 
vanced with  rapid  strides,  larger  capitals 
have  been  devoted  to  it  than  formerly,  and 
the  science  as  well  as  practice  has  greatly 
improved. 

This  is  the  time  then  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantages we  have  thus  painfull3r  acquired ; 
the  sacrifice  to  accomplish  it  will  be 
trivial,  and  will  be  most  amply  repaid. 
It  is  impossible,  indeed,  we  can  continue 
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long  to  enjoy  the  full  amount  of  our  own 
^tended  and  improved  agriculture,  and 
receive  large  foreign  supplies  into  the 
bargain.  Such  an  idea  would  certainly 
be  most  preposterous ;  and  if  we  were  to 
endeavour  lo  act  upon  it,  we  should  havo 
sufficient  reason  in  a  very  flew  years  deeply 
to  regret  our  folly.  The  path  we  ousbt  to 
pursue  is  plain  before  us ;  we  should  re- 
vert to  th^  policy  of  the  Revolution  laws, 
we  should  give  to  our  farmers  that  con- 
fidence which  they  inspireid,  and  thus 
%gain  throw  off  all  dependence  upon  fo- 
reiffn  countries. 

I  am  much  afraid  the  character  of  the 
plan  now  under  consideration  is  too.  inde« 
cisive  to  accomplish  this  great  object ;  it 
resembles  too  nearly  the  measure  of  1773, 
and  every  subsequent  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture ;  it  affords  no  ceruinty  of  market  to 
the  British  grower,  and  no  security  against 
an  influx  of  forei|pQ  corn.  He  certainly  will 
not  continue  his  late  exertions  under  tha 
influence  of  the  regulations  We  are^now 
contemplating.  The  application  of  ca- 
pital to  agriculture  is  already  checked  ; 
and  if  the  profits  beconie  inadequate,  and 
the  markets  doubtful,  the  produce  ^ijl 
again  diminish  with  a  rapidity  much  ex- 
ceeding the  comprehension  or  belief  of 
those  who  have  no  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  The  first  consequence  of 
such  a  state  of  things  is,  to  put  a  stop  to 
all  those-  essential  improvements  which 
require  any  considerable  axpence;  the 
next  is  to  convert  a  spirited  and  liberal 
practice  into  a  saving  and  parsimonioua 
system  of  farming ;  and  the  difference  of 
produce  between  the  one  and  the  other  ia 
immense.  There  are  amongst  farmers,  at 
amongst  other  persons^  some  more  enter* 
prizing  than  otners ;  one  class  get  money 
by  saving,  the  other  by  freely  en^barking 
their  capital,  in  the  expecution  of  pro* 
portionate  returns.  It  may  be  doubtful 
which  in  the  end  put  the  most  money  into 
their  own  pockets ;  but  such  is  the  ob* 
vious  effect  of  capital  applied  Jo  the 
growth  of  corn,  as  well  as  to  all  other  ma^ 
niifactures,  that  nobodv  can  doubt  which 
are  the  best  farmers  for  the  public.  It 
may  be  said,  that  at  all  times  it  must  be 
the  real  interest  of  the  farmers  to  grow  as 
much  corn  as  they  can  ;  but,  upon  a  mo- 
ment's reflection,  it  will  be  seen  that  thai 
can  never  be  true,  as  persisting  by  unre* 
quited  expences  to  overstock  the  market 
must  even  accelerate  their  own  destruc- 
tion. Some  few  of  the  more  opulent  aii4 
adventurous  may,  for  a  time^  puraoe  tba 
(,8N) 
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fftme  liberal  t^tlein,  expecting  t  tpeady . 
relaro  of  pretsing  demand ;  boi  ibey  wHI 
in  general  bare  racencie  to  a  redndion  of 
expend iiore  in  eTery  possible  wfv.  If 
tfaey  still  continoe  to  feel  tbe  loit  of  ad^- 
qaate  returns  lor  their  capital  and  indos- 
try,  they  will  gire  op  a  portion  of  tbeir 
land  to  pasture ;  tb9se  wbo  can  withdraw 
Ibeir  capital  will  do  s6,  and  others  will  be 
rained.  Soch  is  tbe  coorse  we  shall  most 
nnaToidably  go  through^  in  proportion  as 
we  weaken  the  confidence  and  exertions 
of  the  British  farmers,  and  increase  onr 
dependence  open  foreign  coentries. 

I  will  now  notice  some  obserrations,  or 
rather  misrepresentations,  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee ;  it  is  said,  they  at  one 
and  tbe  same  time,  profess  to  ha?e  high 
prices  for  their  object,  and  yet  to  make 
com  cheap ;  I  deny  that  high  prices  either 
are  their  object,  or  so  stated  in  the  Re- 
port ;  and  if  fairly  considered,  their  rea- 
soning on  the  subject  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent i^d  correct.  Thev  say  that  biffh 
prices,  or  in  other  i^ords,  great  profits 
will,  in  the  nature  of  things,  produce  ex- 
traordinary exertions ;  tluit  profits  at  one 
time  inadeaoate,  at  anotfter  excessive,  are 
not  so  good  for  tbe  farmer  as  sufficient  and 
steady  profits;  and  that  steady  and  scf- 
icient  prefita  will  not  only  produce  a 
sufficient  supply,  bat  upon  tbe  whole 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  can  be  pro- 
cnr^  by  any  attempt  to  press  down  the 
former's  gains  below  that  which  capital 
end  industry  employed  in  other  manoAte- 
tores  can  command.  In  looking  at  the 
prices  of  wheat  for  tbe  last  twenty  years, 
we  shall  find  that  they  bare  fluctuated 
from  4Ss.  to  ]i25«.  a  quaiter  ;  tbe  arerage 
of  the  whole  is  about  79si  Now,  I  think 
It  is  nuite  obfioes,  that  an  average  price 
in  itself  much  lower,  if  not  compounded 
of  such  Tiolent  extremes,   would    have 

..  Deen  considerably  better  for  the  fermer; 
and  that  the  consumer  would  bave  be- 
nefitted, there  can  be  no  possible  doubt. 

There  is  an  opinion,  I  beliere,  enter- 
tained by  some  people,  that  this  Idngdom 
is  incapable  of  growing  com  enough  for 
the  consumption '  of  its  inhabitants,  and 

^ey  are  therefore  very  naturally  appro* 
faensive  of  checking  the  importation  of 
foreign  supplies.  Such  an  iMa  to  me  ap- 
pears very  extraordinary,  as  I  have  no  con- 
ception of  any  deficiency  of  means  to 
provide  amply  for  double  our  present  po- 

'  puiation :  indeed,  as  to  all  practical  pur- 
poses, I  cen  see  no  limit  to  our  possible 

..prodnetion  but  the  limit  of  demand.    Let 
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those  wbo  enlartoin  such  fean  carry  tbefc* 
views  for  a  moment  over  tbe  extent  mad 
situatioQ  of  tbe  united  empira  ef  Grant 
Britaipi  and  Ireland,  over  the  milliona  of 
acres  yet  antoncbed,  and  the  milliona  of 
acres  of  fine  land  bardlv  producing  esM* 
third  of  tbe  quantity  of  food  that  miglit 
be  drawn  from  them.*  Graetly  as  omt 
agriculture  is  imprevad  and  extended,  iss 
limits  are  yet  contracted,  compared  es  srell 
in  re|^rd  to  tbe  science  itself,  as  tbe  ctr* 
culatien  of  that  knowledge  we  hfve  el- 
ready  acquired,  and  the  application  of  k 
to  the  kingdom  at  large.  Our  attentioo, 
our  industry,  and  our  capital,  bes,  ao 
doubt,  in  late  yeara,  been  mnch  attracted 
to  tbe  cultivetion  of  the  soil ;  and  if  a  aaf- 
ficient  portion  of  the  vast  capital  we  cms 
command  is  allowed  to  find  its  way  to  this 
most  advantageous  employment  tbere 
can  be  no  doubt  of  tbe  produoe  ef  o«r 
own  land  keeping  pace  with  any  inerane* 
ins  demand.  They  would  have  done  ae 
hittierto,  if  the  p^icy  of  tbe  last  ftflty 
yean  bad  jpot  forcibly  directed  onr  m%t^ 
tional  exertions  to  manufactures  of  infe- 
rior importance  ;t  for  if  we  look  to  tbe 
table  of  exporu  and  imports  since  I77S> 
we  shall  see,  that  in  spite  of  the  die- 
couraginsp  nature  of  the  system  established 
at  that  time,  tbe  excess  of  our  imports 
gained  upon  ns  by  very  slow  degreoe; 
and  it  appears  to  me  impossible  to  doolity 
that  if  otir  agriculture  bad  not  been  checked 
by  tbe  pernicious  influence  of  these  lawe, 
it  would,  firom  that  moment  to  tbe  present 
tlase,  progressively  have  kept  pace  with 
the  increasing  demand  upon  it.  I  wiM 
not  now.  Sir,  detain  tbe  House  any  longer : 
I  bave  endeavoured  to  confine  myself  to 
that  view  of  tbe  question  I  consider  tbe 
most  important ;  and  I  think  I  bave  snc* 

*  It  is  perfectly  well  known,  that  hrg& 
tracts  of  very  poor  land  in  Norfolk,  for  in* 
stance,  by  means  of  judicious  cultivatia*, 
produce  a  larger  quantity  of  com  Mid 
meat  than  'the  same  number  of  acres  hk 
manv  other  countries  where  tbe  land  is  of 
tbe  best  quality. 

t  There  is  no  intention  bere  to  onder- 
rate  the  valtie  of  our  manufoctnres,  nor 
is  any  ^oubt  entertained  of  the  immenpe 
influenoe  ef  their  seccess  upon  tbe  prosper 
rity  of  asriculture;  the  observation  ia 
meant  only  to  apply  generally  in  a  way 
which  is  never  (duqputed,  that  the  growtb 
or  raanufoctmre  of  com  (as  it  may  fairlr 
be  termed)  is  of  more  importance  tban  aU 
others. 
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OMded  u»  ilwwriflg/llitt  hoiwyi  mm  miglii 
depvtii  Imt  m  ibort  linft  iIm  prate  #f  our 
sgricvliare^  wo  thovlil  ditmrm  iM»peHMi« 
Ileal  ildvantag*  fros  enamra^og  tha 
inpomtM  «f  fordgo  cont,  Ii  it  lodii* 
iJwiaDy  oertaio,  the  immtv  wo  dtaw  from 
raroigneft,  tho  loit  wo  tlnll  grow  of  our 
own ;  mi  oilbopropoHioD  wo  tforivo  froai 
thom  iricroMOi/  m  it  tbo  fopply  of  oor 
Aod  withio  Ibo  tibooloto  tontroul  of  thotr 
rof  poetive  goTonMnonta  If  we  allow  our* 
tmiet  io  beoonao  aMraaMy  indebted  lo 
Ibtfli  for  a  material  portion  of  our  torte- 
oaMty  we  tiaH  certdaly  tacriiee  our 
political  iniepeadeaco^  and  endanger  the 
Widitroaad  bappiaeta  of  tin  people^ 

Mr.  Rate  Mtad,  tint  priariple  winth  he 
hai  alwayt  maintained  wat^  tbot  die 
grower  tboekl  be  protected.  Hew  thir 
oooid  be  done,  wat  a  tobgeet  fcr  enqoiry ; 
and  what  he  eompiained  of  wat,  that  they 
wvro  ffOGoedim  #i«hioot  having  teffieiont 
M^aHkiitm.  AH  that  he  atlad  wat,  that 
mhenaa  adequate  ariee  had  beea  fried 
forr  the  protectfoa  of  the  grower,  importa- 
tkNl  thouM  bo  oneooraged.  Bm  the 
ptie^  had  boea  fttod  #ithoat  to0eieiit 
eaififiry.  Ho  mooh  ohjected  to  free  trade; 
bet  wooM  vM  hef«  trade  free  in  one  way 
tad  fettefed  in  another*  An  bon.  gen^ 
tlemaw  had  taid,  ilMt  there  wat  no  o^ec- 
tlM  tD  taveMigatkin*  Why  then  thookd 
the^  not  invettigaite  the  a^jeot  ?  Why 
mviniMtrgateittnimedialely?  For  him- 
0^,  he  wodd  be  happy  if  a  committer 
were  appointed  to  proceed  in  the  invet- 
tifltioa  ioHanN>rrow.  Certnialy  the  pre« 
teal  time  wa^  of  all  othen,  the  mott  on- 
dbaookuMe  for  a^  change,  but  etpecially  Ibr 
riiiA  a  ehtuge  ar  wat  propoted.  He 
Wonld  again  tay,  that  he  mott  ooidially 
wgMt&i  with  those  who  thonght  thai  the 
tmeretiiifof  the  grower  aod  mo  codtnmer 
oould  ifOt  bet  separated. 

Mr.  Jftmtrwataaxioiittothewhiarea^ 
tbotf  Uit  the  vote  he  should  giro  to-nlghl ; 
beggiag|  thiii  only  to  be  kept  in  Tiew,  that 
if  me  principle  of  pte?^enting  the  importa- 
tion 6f  ffl^n  wat  tb  be  adopted,  the  mot| 
efll!CtQel  modls  in  which  it=  could  bo  adopted 
wat  the  best*  The  right  hen.  gentleman 
tfd  the  diber  tide  had  failed  in  convincing 
him  th«t  there  wat  any  oocation  for  de- 
parting fhinr  that  syttom  in  regard  to  the 
com*  Itw^,  which  had  hitherto  prevailed. 
Kt  wai  for  from  thinking  that  freedom  in 
any  trade  wu  bad  in  itteift  or  that  tpch  a 
system  Wit  impracdcaMe  in  regaitl  to 
corn ;  hot  he  thooght  it  hot!  thalthe  tya* 
«M  now  in  practioo  lirto  the  com  trede 
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diedd  bo  kept  ki  view,  nnlett  reason^, 
wore  mMo  oat  for  tlie  departure  from  it* 
He  wat  aware  that comoMrce  shonld  always 
give  way  to  higher  reasons  of  states  hot 
it  Mpeared  to  him  that  there  was  here  no 
tach  reaton ;  and,  in  addition,  it  also  ap« 
peered  to  bias,  that  the  present  was  the 
very  worst  teaaoa  for  proposing  any 
chtnge  in  this  sytteoK  He  conld  not  help 
particolarly  remarking  the  great  diffe* 
reace  of  opinioci  that  prevailed  on  thit 
seeond  retelatioai  at  to  which,  no  two 
meaibert  who  approved  of  it  coacnrrod  ia 
the  raasont  on  which  that  eoncnvrenao  wm: 
fonnded.  He  wat  miwiUiag,  therefore,  to 
go  into  a  detsfti  of  hit  reatoat  why  he 
withed  thIt  vea^tioii  to  be  pottpoaed* 
He  didto,  lakiag  ialo  consideration  the 
state  of  tin  maadaotnret  of  thit  oonntryg  ' 
tmd  the  portent  ia  foreign  markett  whont 
wo  were  to  meet  wiih.-*He  thooght  that 
tUa  retolotioQ  oiqfht  to  be  pottponed,  not 
beeanto  there  wat  not  time  enough  to  ooa« 
tider  it,  but  bectnte  of  the  change  of  cir« 
comttancee  which  OMoht  bo  expected  to 
take  place  with  regard  to  our  foreign  rela- 
tiont;  and  becaote  there  wat  not  now 
time  for  nt  to  tee  in  what  posture  the 
tiwie  fA  thit  oouohry  at  to  our  foreign  re- 
lationt,  wat  likely  t6  ttand.  If  the  Houte 
were  ta  aottpone  thit  part  of  the  tobjeoty 
be  thouM  have  the  tatitAiction  of  thinkiogw 
from  refleotina  on  the  Bill  which  had  been 
brooaht  hi  thit  day,  and  to  which  therct 
wat  likely  to  be  liule  or  no  oppotition  la 
any  ouarter,  that  the  Houte  had  done 
enough  in  the  pretent  testion  on  thit  im- 
portant tobjoct,  in  the  recognition  of  the 
principle  of  a  free  trada  in  to  ettential  a 
point  If  that  Bill  wat  to  be  maintained 
and  carried  through,  at  he  trotted  it  would|^ 
it  wouM  eventually,  he  hoped,  prove 
one  principal  part  of  the  trade  or  (hii 
country,  particularly  oS  that  part  of  tho 
kingdom  in  which  he  wat  tatisfied  every 
Bwmber  of  that  Houte  fek  a  deep  Interett 
— Irel«Ml.—- That  there  wat  no  danger 
that  tuppliet  of  com  could  at  any  time  bo 
withheld  from  ut  when  we  required  them^ 
he  argued  from  thit  contidorati6n»  that  at 
the  very  period  when  our  enemy  had 
vowed  our  destruction— when  our  cropa 
had  foiled,  and  when  the  continental  sy^ 
tem  was  in  full  vigour,  we  were,  in  spite  of 
that  system,  in  foil  supply  of  com.  Ifso^ 
what  reason  had  we  to  be  afraid  of  Our 
agricultural  inUresu  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  at  home?  It  wat  Impossible  that 
importation  could  ever  be  carried  to  such 
a  piteh  is  to  drive  out  onr  home  grown 
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corn.    The  expence  of  the  carriage  of -eb 
bulky  an  ariicle  alone  moftalwajrt  reader 
thai  next  td  impossible;  added  to  which* 
there  was  the  expence  of  'double  shipping 
'  firoln  the  one  country  to  the  other.    As  to 
the  agriculturist,  he  wctuld  gain  just  no- 
thiog  at  all  firom  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  as  to  poor  rates, 
:  there  would,  at  no  great  distance  of  time, 
be  occasion  for  a  revision  of  them;  for  at 
present  they  could  be  regarded  in  no  other 
light  than  as 'an  inefficacious  and  circui- 
tous way  of  paying  the  wages  of  labour. 
^The  exteosioQ  of  home  demand  and  home 
market,  was  the  true  stimuhis  of  all  agri- 
•ultural    improTcment.      He    concluded 
with  stating,  that  this  was  noi  a  merely 
agricultural  country,  but  that  we  depended 
principally  on  our  commesce  and  manu- 
Ihctures  for  that  distinguished  rank  and 
pre-eminence  which  we  held  in  the  scale 
of  nations ;  and  he  therefore  thought  it  im- 
politic to  adopt  any  measure,  the  tendency 
~  of  which  might  be  ultimately  to  throw  dis- 
couragements on  ^he  commercial  proa- 
perity  and  resources  of  the  country,  from 
an  exclusive  and  unwise  preference  of  our 
agricultural  interests. 
«  Mr.  JBnmd  argued  in  laToar  of  the  Bill. 
He  contended  ^at''  ihe  competition  be- 
tween the  home  grower  o^  corn  and  the 
foreign  importer  would  not  be  a  fair  one. 
The  cultirator  of  the  land  at  home  had  a 
tety  heavy  tax  to  pay  before  he  could 
bring  his  corn  to  market.     It  was  the  land 
that  paid  the  poor's  rates,  that  paid  the 
salaries  of  the  functionaries  of  religion ; 
it  was  from  the  rents  of  the  land  that 
churches  were    built    and    roads   made. 
Would  then  the  foreign  importer  be  con- 
tent to  pay  half  the  expence  of  these,  in 
order  to  start  fair  in  the  market  with  the 
borne  prod^er  of  corn^  The  effect  of  a 
firee  and  unrestrabed  importation  from 
foreign  markets  would  be,  to  throw  a  great 
]!iroportion  of  the  arable  land  of  the  king- 
dom out  of  cultivation.    The  farmer  could 
not  afford  to  grow  com,  unless  he  could  be 
sure  of  a  certain  average   price  for  it. 
The  efiect  of  this  diminished  growth  of 
corn  would  be,  to  render  us  unwisely  and 
vnnecessarily  dependent  upon  foreign  na- 
tions for   our   supply  of  this  necessary 
article  of  lifo;  and  the  ill  effects  of  such 
a    precarious    supply    we    had    already 
sufficiently    felt,    and    might   soon    feel 
again  with  ten-fold  force. 

Mr.  Abercrombk  contended,  thal^  the 
high  price  of  corn  must  ultimately  raise 
the  price  of  labour  in  an  equal  proportion; 
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the  measure  woiddtheiefiMfe  produce  an 
unfovourable  effect  on  our  miipufactuiei^ 
whex  brought  in  competition  with  those  or 
other  tountTMs*  The-  measure  bad  also  n 
tendency  to  check  the  population  of  th« 
country,  and  thus  strike  at  the  very  rod 
and  sinews  of  our  strength.  The  nanufac* 
tures  of  the  country  were  the  best  excite* 
raent  to  the  gnowth  of  corn;  and.  there 
never,  he  thought,  could  be  a  want  of 
encouragement  to  agriculture,  so  long  at 
we  retained  at  home  our  manufacturtng 
population*  The  price  of  agricoltonu 
produce  bad  got  so  higb^  that  it  could  be 
considered  only  as  artificial,  arising  from 
the  means  the  enemy  had  used  to  shut  as 
out  of  the  continent ;  and  any  attempt  to 
continue  this  unnatural  price  would  be  a 
great  want  of  policy.  If  they  were  efer 
to  revert  to  their  money  payments,  it  would 
be  hard  to  say  what  the  effiict  of  such  e 
law  would  be.  He  said,  the  question  ia 
his  mind .  simply  was,  whether  it  wae 
better  for  the  interest  of  the  community  el 
large,  that  they  should  Jay  this  prospec* 
tive  tax  on  the  consumer  of  corn?  He 
called  upon  the  House  to  pause  before  they 
laid  on  this  additional  tax.  At  leasl^  time 
for  farther  inquiry  he  thooghtaboolutely 
necessary.  The  report  which  had  been 
brought  up  contained  information  and  de- 
tails with  respect  to  Ireland  only;  but 
if  this  information  was  necessary  wiik 
respect  to  Ireland,  he  could  not  see  why 
it  was  not  equally  important  with  respect 
to  England. 

Mr.  Huikimm  conceived,  that  the  ap- 
peal which  had  been  made  by  a  noble  loiil 
(lord  Archibald  Hamilton)  to  general  and 
abstract  principles  of  political  oscoooiny 
totally  failed ;  because  the  whole  of  oar 
commercial  and  ceconomical  system  was  e 
system  of  artificial  expedients.  If  our  other 
regulations  with  respect  to  the  price  of 
commoditief  stood  tiponthe  basis  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  free  trade,  then  there  could  be 
no  objection  to  leaving  our  agnculturml 
productions  to  find]  their  own  level.  But 
while  our  commerce  and  manufocturee 
were  encouraged  and  forced  by  protecf 
tions,  by  booniies,  by  restraints  on  impor- 
tation from  abroad,  he  saw- no  reason  why 
the  laws  relsiting  to  the  growth  of  com 
should  alone  form  an  exception  to  tb» 
generel  wiUit  of  system  in  almost  all  other 
respects.  The  examples  of  Holland,  Ham* 
burgh,  and  Venice,  which  had  been  al- 
lud^  to  by  the  noble  lord  in  support  of 
his  argument,  appeared  to  him  by  no  meaoe 
in  pointy    The  two-latter,  Hamburgh  and 
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Venice,  were.  litUe  more  than  trading 
iowna;  and  Holland  did  nel  contain  a 
•ixth  part  of  the  arable  land  which  there 
was  in  this  country.  Holland  might  al- 
ways derire  a  supply  of  corn,  either  from 
.Ihta  coantry  if  she  were  at  war  with  the 
continent,  or  from  the  continent  if  she 
were  at  war  with  this  country ;  but  we 
might  be  se  sitqated  as  to  be  entirely  shut 
out  from  any  foreign  supply.  He  tliooght 
this  an  e?il  of  greater  magnitude  than 
some  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine. ,  The 
proportion  of  com  imported  had  hitherto 
been  indeed  only  one  thirty-fifth ;  but  it 
might  come,  if  proper  measures  were  not 
taken  to  encourage  the  liome  cultivation, 
to  be  in  the  proportion  of  bne^tenth,  er- 
even  one-fifth.  Nothing  toold  be  mere 
dangerous  to  the  safety  and  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  than  by  accustoming  it  to  a 
regular  and  extensiye  importation  of  grain 
from  abroad,  to  expose  it  to  all  the  evils 
which  must  in  thatcaseTesult  firoma  sudden 
stoppage,  or  even  diminution,  of  the  im- 
port ;  whether  that  stoppage  or  diminution 
might  arise  from  actual  scarcity,  or,:which 
in  some  cases  would  probably  occur,  from 
political  and  hostile  motiyes.  The  e£fect 
of  the  consequent  yariation  of  price  on  the 
poorer  classes '  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  injurious.  He  owned,  that  it  would 
be  well  if  those  classes  could  be  taught  so 
much  providence  as  to  osconomize  when 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  cheap,  in  order 
lo  enable  them  to  meet  a  period  of  dearth ; 
but  as  this  was  more  than  could  be  expected 
from  human  nature,  it  became  the  uuty  of 
the  legislature  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  would  preserve  as  nearly  as  possible  an 
even  supply.  To  etkci  this  desirable  ob- 
ject, the  resolution  proposed  by  the  hon. 
banmet  seemed  admirably  calculated ; 
and  be  trusted,  that  neither  the  bon. 
baronet,  nor  any  other  hon.  ffentleman 
would  be  deterred  from  supporSng  it,  by 
any  popular  clamour  that  might  exist  on 
the  sdbject  No  one  could  suspect  that  his 
approbation  of  the  resolution  arose  from 
any  personal  bias  towards  what  was  called 
ihe  landed  interest  Several  other  hon. 
gentlemen,  who  had  maintained  the  expe« 
diency  of  the.  resolution,  were  similarly 
situated ;  all  which  distinctly  proved,  that 
the  resolution  was  recommended  not  by 
any  partial  or  selfish  feelings,  but  by  con- 
siderations of  sound  and  general  policy. 
Advertinff  to  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  he 
contended,  that  the  efiect  of  the  resolution 
would  be  materially  to  encourage  it ;  and 
this  Wis  a  strong  additional  inducement 
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with  htm  to  vote  for  iu  passing  into  a  legis. 
latiye  enactment 

Mr.  MarryQU  expatiated  on  the  advan- 
tages of  our  various  institutions,  and  on 
the  benefits  derived  from  the  nice  balance 
of  contending  interesU  in  the  country.  If 
any  one  oC  these  interests  were  to  obuin  a 
decided  preponderance,  the  result  would 
btp  the  destruction,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
the  other  interesu,  and  ultimately  of  it- 
self. This  was  the  danger  he  apprehended 
firom  the  Resolution  proposed  by  the  hon. 
baronet  If  by  its  influence  grain,  and 
with  grain  the  other  necessaries  of  life, 
were  rendered  more  expensive,  or  even 
kept  up  ai  their  present  price,  the  agn« 
culturist  and  laudbolder  n^ight  at  present 
benefit;  but  the  artisan  and  manufacturer, 
doomed  to  compete  with  countries  to 
which  the  cheapness  of  food  must  give  ex« 
traordinary  ad? antages,  would  be  coofipeU 
led  to  emigrate ;  and  aventijttlly  the  landckl 
interest  would  su&r  in  the  general  ruin* 

Mr.  FoiUr  said,  that  when  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  noble  lord  should  ha 
disposed  of,  he  u^ould  move  the  re-com- 
mitment of  the  Resolution,  in  order  to  pro- 
pose* as  an  amendment,  instead  of.  any 
duty)  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  grain 
alto^^er,  up  to  that  price  at  which  Che 
duty  was  to  cease  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal Resolution. 

Mr.  FroikeTO€  warmly  opposed  the  Re- 
solution. He  adverted  to  the  opposition 
which  he  and  some  other  boo.  gentlemen 
had  given  last  session  to  the  Report  made 
by  the  committee  on  this  subject^-*>a  Re* 
port  which  he  declared  was  full  of  crudities, 
and  the. avowed  object  of  which  was  to 
raise  the  price  of  corn  [Coughing,  and 
^ries  of  No !  No  IJ.  He  repeated  it,  that 
the  avowed  object  of  the  Report  was^  to 
raise  the  price  of  corn ;  and  he  would  not 
be  deterred  by  any  high  tone  assumed  in 
that  House,  from  speaSiog  his  sentiments, 
and  advocating  the  cause  of  Us  consti- 
tuents, who  would  be  seriously  iiyured  by 
the  proposed  regulations.  ^    . 

Sir  H.  Pamell  observed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  must  have  read  the  Report  to 
which  he  alluded  very  imperfectly,  to  as- 
sert that  it  abounded  with  crudities,  and 
that  the  avowed  object  of  it  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  grain.  Neither  of  these  al- 
legsttibns  was  well  founded ;  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  ought  to  be  more  cautious  how 
be  spoke  of  the  labours  of  a  select  com- 
mittee of  that  House,  many  of  whom  were 
men  of  the  highest  political  attainments 
and  discrimination* 
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Mr.  Ff0ih&6e  ni4,  that  he  t\imAd  be 
bfippy  to  have  an  oppoitmiNy  61  eM»- 
▼iDcing  the  hem.  bdrmiet  of  th«  accuracy 
ef  hia  charactef  bf  the  Report 

TheMooa*  then*  dirided'— 

For  the  Amendoient     -     -    27 
Agaioat  it      *     -     •     -     -  144« 
Majority     -    -     -     .    -  -—117 

On  the  motioil  of  Mr.  Foiter,  tbt  Eei«- 
hition  waa  then  ordered  to  bo  receamittied 
Best  day,  with  a  Tiew  to  the  iaH-odoetion 
^  hia  amendmem ;  and  at  tvrq  o'clock  ia 
^e  morning  the  Hoose  adjottmed. 
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Tmida^»May  n. 
I>ui.wiciR  CoLLEGB  Pbtitiow.)  The 
IXike  of  Notfo^  adverted  to  the  Petrtion 
«ipon  the  table  agamat  eertsin  enactmefita 
^  in  the  DaHfricb  College"  Bill ;  and  on  the 
grofuid,  principiHy^of  itaconlaifljngnyaneir 
of  which  he  waa  not  aoftcieuilf  aware  in 
the  first  iii8tance,-«he  ahould  mof«  tbat 
the  petitioners  haire  levte  to^  withdraw  the 
Petition. 

*  Lord  Hotkmd  observed,  he  certaMy 
had  no  objection  ta  the  PMIioii'  being 
withdrawn :  whatever  objections  he  felt 
were  to  its  being  received.  He  could 
not  h^lp  remarking,  that  a  clamenr  wais 
ind^strtoosly  raised  against^  the  Bill*  now 
before  the  Rouse.  The  Pbtttion' which 
hia  noble  friend  moved"  to  have  withdrawn 
alleged,  that  the  petitionera  were  inte* 
rested  in  the  College  of  Dlilwicb;  because, 
being  of  tbe  name  of  Alleyne,  rtiey  were 
eligible  to  the  situation  of  wardens  and 
masters;  that  was  the  same  interest  in  the 
CoHege,  that  all  persona  eligible  to^be  so 
appointed  had  in  other  colleges.  Such 
was  one  of  the  thinga  of  which  the  peti* 
tioners  complained,  and  |he  Reason  statied 
fcr  their  being  heard  by  counsel :  it  was 
not  stated,  thatihe  present  Bill  so  afibcted 
their  intereatSy  1)01  that  an  Act  passed  some 
time  ago  had  affected  their  intevestt. 
That  Act  waa  one  which  was  ftHowed  to 
bav«  materially  benefited  the  interests  of 
Bolwich  College.  The  Petition,  ht  also 
remarked,  went  to  cast  a  reflection,  for 
which  there  was  far  from  existing  any 
ffround,  not  only  upon  those  who  came 
rorward  on  the  occasion,  but  opon^  some  of 
the  best  characters  to  be  found  in  the  history 
of  the  country ;  involving  with  respect  to 
them,  a  charge,  by  implication,  no  less 
tiian  the  subornation  of  perjury.  He  most 
naturally  be  pleased  at  hearing  such  a  pe* 


tMon  waa  te  be  withdrawn,  which  aaeme^ 
to  refect  inavcba  maflner  «poB  those  who 
were  only  actuated  by  a  sincere  wish  to 
pranlote  the  real  intereats  of  the  CoUege 
i»  Question. 

The  Duke  of  Nmfi}Ut,  in  exf^nmiwn^ 
stated  the  way  in  whicb  the  Petitieo  6mnm 
into  hia  bands;  He  seemed  to  admit  tbst 
part  of  the  luguage  ef  the  Petifthm  aUodo^ 
i»  by  hit  noble  ^end,  m\f^%  be  so  con-' 
atrlaed,  though  they  did  not  strike  him  ao« 
nor  did  he  think  swch  a  reflection  wa^ 
Mwant  to  be  cast  by  the  peiitienera;  bnt 
!  as  be  deemed  it  ao  fiir  iaspropev,  he  wan 
iwdined  te  propose  its  being  whhdvawn. 

The  Petition  being  so  ordered,  hit  grace 
diea  presented  Another  Petition  for  the 
sMw object  astthe  former;  bnt  drewn  np, 
he  said,  in  an  unobjection«b4e  manner; 
which,  being  read,  waa  on  the  motion  of 
the  noble  dohe  rtftrred  to  the  cetomittee 
on  the  Dalwieh  Coitegb  Bill.  Hia  gvace 
then  nNwed,  that  the  staitutes^  rsAming  te 
Dulwich  CoHega  s«Mnld  be  hid  btffcre  thv 
Haiiae.^Ord^red. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuiidi^^Maf  17. 
East  Imoia.  CoMi»Aay.]  Mr.  Chmny 
rosoi  puMMhate  notice,  to  mo^  for  tiM 
production  ef  ncopy  of  a  letter  frOd»  the 
enrl  of  IkutkingbauMhire,  preaid^ana  of  the 
Board  of  Controol',  to  Robeie  Thornton^ 
esq.  chairman  of  the  EasvIMia  Company; 
deied  the  l!2th  January  last,  on  theaubject 
of  continoing  the  pensioef>  which  hnd 
been  granted'  during  the  existence  of  tto 
laae  Act;  partloolerly  one  of  5,(XX)iL  poa 
Annum  to  lord  Welteiley,  and  another  to 
Warreof  Hsntinga,  eaq.  w4lieb  were  nosr 
expiiffid.  in  coneeqnence  of  tMs  explm- 
tion)  the  president  of  the  B^«rd  of  Contieel 
bade  thought  proper  te  write  thia  letter; 
not  merely  recommefidinig  the  contii^ 
ance  of  the  pen^ns,  but  even  suggesting 
the  propriely  of  an>  Increaae.  Hia  i«aaott 
for  moving  for  the  letter  waa  thia-^econ^ 
ceived  that  lord  Buckinghamahire  had 
acted  in  violation  both  of  the  apitit  and 
letter  of  the  Act  fbr  continuing  the  charter 
of  the  East'  India  Company.  There  wao  n 
clause  both  in  the  presentf  ansd  last  Aet^ 
which  expusssiy  stated  that  no  incietto  off 
pensions  ahould  be  granted  by  thelbaat 
India  Company  to  their  servanU,  witboni 
the  ratification  of  such  increase  by  ikm 
Board  of  Controul.  The  function  of  tlin 
Bblird  of  Controul  was  thus  limited  to  tife 
approval  or  d{inp(irotal  of  the  incrttne; 


pigitized 


by  Google 


«B63 


Hat  17,  1614. 


t9S9 


tet  ii  poMNtei  DO  pcwper  to  yr^fotc  may 
Mofore  of  tbo  bM.  io  thtt  he  conomved 
lord  BackfligbonMbire  Ind  boon  gvilty  of 
m  ▼iokuoo  of  tlie  sot  of  porliMnont.  li 
woold,  io  hit  opimon,  be  highly  improper 
if  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Controol 
were  to  possess  not  only  the  power  of  cen- 
feroQling  the  dtreotors  of  the  Company, 
and  the  preTonttng  anjr  misapplieation  of 
their  funds,  hot  alto  that  of  dictating  the 
coarse  which  the  East  India  Company 
ought  to  follow.  Bot  if  it  was  ioiproper 
that  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Controol 
Mioold  dictate  to  the  Company  in  the  case 
of  an  increase  of  pensioii  to  their  serrants, 
how  moeh  more  so  was  it  in  the  case  of 
.eervants  of  the  crown*  who  had  been  in 
the  sitoatton  which  he  then  filled?  In  this 
letter  lord  Backinghamshire  stated,  that 
the  late  lord  Mehrille  died  moch  in 
debt;  and  that  his  son,  from  the  most 
honourable  principles,  had  taken  upon 
himself  the  payment  of  those  debts,  and 
be  recemmen<fed  that  they  shoold  grant 
him  120,000/.  to  assist  him  m  that  object—* 
that  is,  he  begged  the  Company  to  giye  to 
another  minister  of  the  crown,  at  the  beiad 
of  the  AdmiraYty ,  a  sum  to  pay  his  father's 
debts.  In  consequence  of  this  letter, 
notice  bad  been  given  of  a  motion  for  the 

grant  of  the  sums  so  recommended.  Now 
e  conceived  this  to  be  a  gross  violation 
of  doty  on  the  part  of  lood  BuokinghSm* 
shire*  If,  however,  he  was  mistaken  in 
this  opinion,  he  thought  that  the  evil  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  some  altera* 
Ifon  of  the  Act.  It  was  indeed  astonishinff 
to  see  how  the  Board  of  Contnral  had 
gradually  grown  upto  its  present  cense* 
quence.  When  first  proposed  by,  Mr. 
ritt  in  1784,  it  was  staled  as  a  recom- 
mendation by  him,  that  the  members  of 
the  board  would  do  their  doty  without 
satar}',  and  that  they  should  have  no 
patronage.  The  salary  of  the  president, 
however,  bad  been  first  issued  at  Q,0O0t. 
a  year,  and  afterwards  raised  to  5,000/. 
Instead  of  having  no  patronage,  it  turned 
out  on  the  late  enqoiry,  that  the  president 
of  the  Board  of  Concroiil  possessed  a  patro* 
nage  e<|ual  in  vahie  to  ^hat  of  the  chair- 
man ol^  the  East  India  Company;  and  at 
last  the  president  bad  ventured  on  sending 
a  message  to  the  Company,  recommending 
them  to  grant  QQjOOOL  towairdapaying  the 
debto  of  another  minister's  &tjher.  The 
hon.  gei^i^man  concluded  with  moving. 
That  there  he  bid  before  this  Boase,oapy 
of  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Buchinflhom- 
shire,  firat  commissioner  for  the  aflairs  of 


India,  to  Robert  Thornton,  eiq.  chairman 
of  the  East  India  Company,  dated  the  12th 
of  Janaary  1814,  upon  the  subject  of 
expired  pensions  under  the  East  India 
Company. 

Mr.  WMtice  was  of  opinion,  that  no  fisir 
parliamentary  ground  had  been  stated  for 
the  publication  of  the  paper  in  question, 
and  that  any  discussion  at  present  would 
be  as  prematnre  'as  it  was  unprecedented. 
The  letter  was  of  a  private  natore,  merely 
Mggosting  the  propriety  of  taking  certain 
matters  into  consideration.  The  president 
conld  only  act  officially  with  the  Beard  of 
Control,  and  not  with  the  court  of  direc- 
tors ;  and  the  letter  eoohi  impose  no  doty 
eitfaernpon  the  directors  or  upon  the  pro* 
prietors.  The  hon.  gentleman^  howe?or» 
aeiemed  to  regard  the  letter  somewhat  in 
the  light  of  a  meassge  firom  the  ihroaf, 
open  which  it  was  incnmhont  to  come  to 
aOmo  rasolotion.  That  the  oomrt  of  pro- 
prietors should  he  anxioos  to  testify  theiv 
sense  of  the  merits  of  .the  late  lord  Mel- 
vf lie,  could  bo  matter  of  sotprife  to  none 
who  were  acquaiiited  with  the  important 
services  he  iM-renderM  to  the  East  India 
Company. 

8ir  Mtifk  Wooi  fiilly  eoneurred  with 
the  last  speaker.  ThoMh  he  himeelf  had 
never  received  any  perwnal  favour  fimaa 
She  late  lord  Mehille;  yot  so  highly  did 
he  estimate  his  services  to  the  EMt  India 
Company^  that,  if  no  other  gentleman 
should  brinff  Ibrward  a  proposition  upon 
the  subject,  he  himielf  should,  in  the  court 
of  proprietors,  move  for  a  farther  reaauoe- 
ration  to  the  hrte  lord  Melville. 

Mr.  jEFetoor«l  contended,  that  the  letter 
could  only  be  understood  to  be  a  public 
^commendation  by  the  president  of  tho 
Beard  of  Controul,  and  that  it  Was  meant 
unduly  to  influence  the  oomt  of  propria* 
tors.  Ho  was  informed,  he  feared  too 
credibly,  that  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Controul  had  been  bng  suspended;  and 
that  all  power,  patronage,  and  in^aenea 
was  absorbed  by  the  |president.  The  letter 
in  question  was  hi  direct  violation  of  the 
act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  T.  Cowrtmmf  said,  the  hon.  member^ 
in  proving  th4t  the  letter  did  not  bear  the 
aanction  of  the  board,  proved  that  It  waa 
actually  private.  He  denied,  that  the 
convening  of  the  board  waa  dispensed 
with;  WM  said,  he  never  signed  any  paper 
without  the  requisite  number  of  eignatures 
by  members  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 
The  letter,  he  contended,  was"  strictly 
pr^ate.    A  doubt  had  arisen  rektivo.to 
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tbe  expiratioi>  of  the  Act  regarding  pen- 
.  aiops ;  and  upon  this  a  conversation  took 
place  between  bis  noble  friend  and  the 
chairman  of  the  coort  of  directors.  His 
noble  friend,  with  the  frankness  which 
distinguished  bis  character,  communicated 
the  same  opinion  in  bit  letter,  which  be 
bad  expressed  in  the  conversation  that  had 
taken  place.  He  denied,  that  the  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  CrecTey)  bad  at  all  entered  into 
the  merits  of  the  letter  itself,  and  therefore 
be  bad  laid  no  tafficient  grounds  for  its 
production.        . 

Lord  2I.  Hamilum  insisted  that  the  fetter 
ought  to  be  produced,  whether  the  House 
considered  the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent^ 
him  to  whom  it  waa  addressed,  or  the  sub? 
ject  comprised  in  it.  If  it  were  indeed  a 
private  letter,  there  was  still  stronger 
ground  in^is  f  iew  for  laying  it  before  par- 
liament ;  because  it  must.be  taken  to  be  a 
clandestine  communication,  intended  to 
produce  the  effect  of  a  public  and  official 
interference. 

Mr.  JDreevey,  in  replv,  observed,  that  he 
believed,  he  had  laid  an  ample  parlia- 
mentary ground  for  bis  motion,  wnen  he 
bad  shewn  4hat  the  letter  was  in  contra- 
vention of  a  statute  passed  by  the  House. 
As  for  the  Board  of  Controul,  the  places  of 
most  of  the  commissioners  were  mere  sine- 
cures: while  he  was  secretary  to  it  for 
fourteen  months,  notone  meeting  had  been 
held  for  purposes  of  deliberation,  and  he 
had  understood  and  believed  that  for  22 
years  previous  the  same  neslect  had  been 
•zhibited.  .  The  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
bad  been  long,  longer  than  any  man  in 
parliament,  in  the  enjoyment  of  one  of 
these  sinecures ;  and  Mr.  Creevey  wished 
to  know^  whether  be  had  ever  voted  at  any 
board  when  any  subject  for  deliberation 
had  been  discussed  ? 

Mr.  Wallace  replied,  without  hesitation^ 
Uiat  he  bad. 

Mr.  Crem^  expressed  bis  astonishment : 
be  would  venture  to  say,  that  be  had  never 
voted  more  than  once  on  such  an  occasion. 

Mr.  WaUace  observed  that,  upon  recol- 
lection, be  could  not  say.  that  he  had  voted 
even  once  in  his  life  at  a  board  (a  laugh) ; 
but  be  had  given  in  his  opinion.  He  re- 
membered one  board,  however,  when 
there  was  .a  vast  deal  of  discussion,  but 
nothing  was  done.  The  established  prac- 
tice wasy  to  circulate  the  papers  which 
they  bad  to  consider  (and  which  were  very 
voluminous),  ,and  take  the  opinion  of  each 
member  in  writing. 

Mr.  SuUwm  said,  that  the  letter  was 
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tnrely  miisint  to  operate  in  some  way  or 
other.  At  present,  however,  be  did 
not  conceive  it  to  be  tangible,  nor  did 
he  know  in  what  quarter  an  application 
could  be  made  for  its  production.  It 
would  be  better  to  wait  to  see  what  would 
follow.  , 

Mr.  Creepy.  The  letter  is  in  the  India* 
house,  and  has  been  printed. 

Mr.  WhUbread.  If  we  were  to  wait  fbr 
what  might  follow  from  the  letter,  gentle- 
men who  opposed  the  publication  might 
easily  prevent  any  thing  from  following. 
The  letter  could  with  jio  face  be  said  to  be 
private.  It  had  been  read  at  a  public 
meeting;  and  it  appeared  from  the  speech 
of  an  hon.  baronet  (sir  M.  Wood)  that 
upon  him.  at  least  it  had  produced  some 
effect.  It  would  seem,  from  the  language 
of  some  hon.  gentlemen,  that  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire could  at  one  time  resolve 
himself  into  a  private  individual,  and  at 
another  into  president  of  th^  Board  of 
Controul.  One  thing,  it  appeared  pretty 
plainly,  be  could  not  do ;  and  that  was,  to 
put  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wal- 
lace) upon  the  India  Company  proprietary. 
It  would  seem,  that  no  boards  were  assem* 
bled,  but  that  all  the  business  was.  done 
either  by  the  president  or  by  the  secretary. 
The  practice  had  been  to  convert  letters, 
to  the  publication  of  which  there  were  ob- 
jectiouflt,  into  private  communications ;  the 
House  of  Commons,  however,  had  some- 
times  decided  that  those  letters  were  pub- 
lic ;  and  vour  authority,  Sir«  (said  Mr. 
Whitbreaci, .  addressing  the  Speaker,)  I 
make  no  doubt,  will  quickly  cause  the 
letter  in  question  to  be  produced.  He 
had  heard,  though  be  did  not  pretend  to 
vouch  for  the  fact,  that  a  sheet  of  blank 
p^per  bad  been  put  over  documents  that 
were  to  be  signed,  and  that  the  miniature 
had  been  affixed  at  the  end  of  the  blank. 

Mr.  Sullivan  again  expressed  a  wish,  that 
the  hon.  mover  would  wait  till  something 
should  be  done  in  consequence  of  the 
letter. 

Mr.  Creev^.  It  is  my  object  that 
nothing  may  be  done  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  Hoiose  then  divided,  and  the  num- 
^rs  were-— For  Mr.  Creevey 's  motion,  25; 
Against  it,  62 ;  Majority  against  the 
motion,  39. 

LiH  ^  the  Minority. 

Barnard,  brd  Gordon.  R. 

Brand,  hon.  T.  Grenfell,  P. 

Bennet,  bon.  H.  .  Homer,  F.    . 
Combb,  H.  Howorth,  H. 

Grant,  J.  P.  Hammersley/H. 
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Lemoo,  air  W. 
Miltob,  lord 
Macdonald^  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
OHara,C. 
Phillies,  6« 
Parnell^  sir  H. 


CkiUSieMtgBm. 

Ridley,  sir  M. 
KusseU,  lord  J.    . 
Smith,  W. 
Western,  C. 
Whitbread,  S. 

Tellers. 
Creevey,T. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 


Child  Stbaung  BiLi.«]  Mr.  W.  Sadth, 
in  oioTiog  for  leave  to  bring  in  a.  Bill  to 
ponish  the  crime  of  Child  Stealing,  ob* 
lerTed,  that  it  was  singular,  that  this  of- 
fence^ tho.ugb  there -was  none  of  greater 
enormity,  was  jiot  at  all  punished  by  the 
existing  law,  unless  in  those  cases  where 
the  person  stealing  a  child  could  be  con- 
victed of  stealing  its  clothes.  It  was 
anrely  a  great  blot  on  the,  statute  book, 
that  a  man  might  steal  a  chiTd  with  impu- 
nity, though  he  could  not,  without  pu- 
nishment, take  the  shoetf  from  that  child. 
And,'  he  believed,  so  far  was  the  system 
parried,  that  the  judge  always  directed,  a 
jury,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  if  any  doqbt 
were  entertained  as  to  the  person  accused 
intending  merely  to  steal  the  child,  and 
not  the  clothes  (that  is,  intending  to  com* 
nut  the  greater  and  not  the  less  offence), 
that  then  they  miist  acquit  him.  There 
were  three  different  motives  for  the  stealing 
of  children— -First,  as  was  most  commonly 
the  case,  for  the  sake  of  the  clothes.  In 
that  case  the  party  rarely  thought  it  ne» 
pessary  to  uke  the  infant  far  from  the 
place  where  the  theft  was  committed,  and 
It  was  allowed  to  find  its  way  back  as  well 
as  it  could.  He  recolUcttrd  a  case  that 
happened  a  few  years  ago,  where  a  child 
wiis  stolen  from  a  professional  gentleman, 
who  resided  in  Westminster.  That  child 
was  stripped,  and  left  under  one  of  the 
grebes  of  Westminster*bridge,  on  a  snowy 
9nd  inclement  diy,  when  the  tide  was 
flowing.  From  this  situation  it  contrived 
to  extricate  itself.  It  ascended  the  steps, 
and  caught  hold  of  the  legs  of  a  person 
who  happened  to  be  there,  and  who  re- 
stored it.  to  its  parent.  This  instance  be 
stated,  to  sh^w  how  hardened  those  crimi- 
nals 'were  who  addicted  themselves  to 
child-stealing.  The  offiuider  was  con- 
victed in  that  case,  because  he  had  stolen 
the  child's  clothes,  and  sentence  was  passed 
on  him ;  but»  he  was  sorry  to  say,  he  itf- 
ierwards  received  a  pardon.  Another  mo- 
tive for  stealing  a  child  was,  thai  itmight 
be  reared  up  as  the  ofibpring  of  anotbo*. 
A  ci|se.  of  this  kind  occurred  a  few  venrs 
^,  and  8  Mrs.  Delow  was  tried  for  the 
offenof  .-7N0W,  even  thpugb  th^  itaatJoA 
{V0L.3gLVn.) 
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of  the  fictitious  parents  was  more  com* 
fortable  than  that  of  the  re^l  ones,  and,  * 
therefore,  the  child  thus  improperly  car« 
ried  away,  would,  perhaps,  be  introduced 
into  a  line  of  life  better  than  that  from 
which  it  was  taken,  still  this  did  not  pal- 
liate the  crime,  any  more  than  the  argu- 
ment formerly  used,  that  the  negroes  were 
taken  from  the  miseries  of  their  native 
country,  to  taste  of  happiness  in  the  .West 
Indies,  justified  the  Slave  Trade.  But 
there  was  a  still  worse  case  than  either  of 
these — that  was,  where  childiren  were 
stolen  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,  either 
to  be,  carried  about,  for  years,  to  excite 
charity,  as  common  beggars,,  or  to  be 
educated  to  those  trades  (chimney-sweepers 
for  instance)  in  which  children  were  still 
employed.  Those  who  committed  an 
oflence  of  this  aggravated  description,  in 
consequence  of  this  defective  slate  of  the 
law,  must  now  «be  acquitted.  He  bad 
stated  his  intention  of  remedying  this  de* 
feet  to  several  learned  gentlemen  of  great 
weight  ahd  authority,  all  of  whom  ex* 
pressed  their  approval  of  the  measure.  A 
few  years  ago,  a  Bill  of  a  similar  descrip* 
tion  was  brought  in  by  an  hon.  friend  of 
his.  It  passed  through  the  Honse  of  Com- 
mons, and,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  ad-r 
vanced  to  a  third  reading— from  some 
neglect  or  other,  it  was  not  moved  through 
that  stage,  and,  in  consequence,  the  mea- 
sure was  lost;  and,  for  sQme  private  rea- 
sons, his  hon.  fi-iend  declined  mtrodncing 
the  Bill  again.  Not  being  aware  of  way 
opposition,  he  would  move—"  That  leave 
ho  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  Child  Stealing." 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  said,  that  his  hon.  friend  deserved 
the  warniest  approbation,  for  having  pro- 
posed a  measure  which  would  cover  a  elasa 
«of  crimipel  cases  most  offensive  to  human 
nature,  and  which  were  not  hitherto  pro« 
vided  for.  With  respect  to  the  directiona 
given  by,  the  judges  to  acquit  culprits  of 
this  description,  they  had  merely  done  it 
in  strict  conformity,  with  the  letter  of  the 
law ;  at  the  same  tinife  that  they  did  vio* 
lence  to  their  feelings — and  deeply  la- 
mented the  defective  state  of  the  criminal 
code.  Such  inconveniences  arose  from  thi| 
present  situation  of  the  law.  Looking 
upon  chikl-stealing  as  a  crime  disgraceful 
to  the  counti-y  at .  large,  and  as  one  of  th«> 
blackest  in  the  black  caulogue  of  human 
offences,  he  heartily  supported  the  motloo. 

Mr.  P^l  intimated  a  wish  that  iht  fiiU 
should  be  exttndcd  to  Irelvid.   . 

(8  0) 
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Mr.  IT.  AfiM  agnsed  i6  the  Mggeittoin* 
LeaTe  wm  then  gr? ea  to  bring  in  the 
BH ;  wbieh  wat  i hortl  j  afterward*  hroogte 
«f>  by  Mr.  W.  Smkh^  and  rtad  a  first 
lime. 

RoMAif  CAtneues.)  Sir/oAii  Coat  HtB^ 
pi^  rose»  in  parsoance  of  a  notice  he 
had  formerly  gifen»  to  roofe  for  certain 
papers  which  tended  to  ehicidhte  parti- 
cnbr  points  of  discipline  in  the  Catholic 
chm^h.  He  'should  be  sorry  to  bring  any 
Ibing  mider  the  consideraiien  or  the 
Hoose^  thftt  ceold  lead  to  »  dtscnssiei^  on 
the  CathoHe  claims;  if  certain  circmn- 
stances,  which  had  recently  occorred  m 
the  sister  kingdom,  had  not,  in  some  raea- ' 
sore,  rendered  such  a  course  necessary. 
The  obserr^tions,  howeTor,  which  he  in- 
tended to  make,  should  only  be  with  re- 
ference to  the  papers  for  which  he  was 
about  to  mof  e.  Gentlemen  would  recol- 
lect, that,  in  the  course  of  the  last  session, 
hettored  for  a  Tarie^  of  documents,  all 
of  which  were  not  prmled'.  They  con« 
tained  information  with  respect  to  toe  dis* 
cipline  of  the  Catholic  church  on  the  con- 
tinent, as  Well  a»  in  Canada,  Malta,  and 
other  places  connected  with  his  Mfjesty's 
dominions.  One  of  the  papers  he  mored 
Ibr  at  that  time  we9  not  prinfled ;  and*  he 
should  now  move  that  tt  be  printed,  be- 
cause rt  tended  to  shew  the  code  of  regula- 
tiotis  which  was  necessary  en  two  great 
pointt;  first,  with  respect  to  the  inter- 
ference o^  the  cfown  in-  the  appeitttment 
ef  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  the  united 
kingdom ;  and  nest,  as  to  the  supervision 
of  sach  rescripta  as  might  be  reoeived 
from  Rome,  by  any  person  in  Great  Bri« 
tain  or  Ireland.  There  was  another  part 
of  this  paper,  which  related  to  matter 
of  a  graver  nature^-^md,  refieethig  on 
what  had  occurred  in  the  sister  Wngd^m, 
be  thought  it  necesaary  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  ^e  sel^ect  to  which  it  re- 
ferred ;  nimely,  the  society  of  Jetfoits. 
Genttemen  would  call  to  asmd  what  had 
fellen  flrom  him,  on* «  fermer  occasion, 
with  reference  to  this  very  subject,  A 
doubt, was,  he  belteved,  at  that  time  en- 
leitained,  as  to  the  existence  of  the  sect  of 
JesuiUi  but  that  doubl  BO  lenger  existed* 
Vow^  it  had  come  to  hia  knowledge,  thil 
nearly  50,0001.  bad  been  remilted  firott 
'  Rome  to  Ireland,  forthepuipoae  of  jperobas^ 
kwlands.  Oftbat  money  lOiOOOI.  bad  been 
laid  out  in  buying  a  place  cdled  Gastie 
Browne;  and|  on  lihe  selte  of  Caatle 
Browne,  a  b«ildin|t  had  boon  erected,  as  n 
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seminary,  which  was  under  the  soperin^ 
tendente  of  a  professed  Jesuit.  A  gen* 
tieman  ef  the  name  of  Hrofrae,  weH 
known  in  the  literary  world^  had  writtesi 
very  larjp^ely,  within  a  short  period^  in  do* 
fence  of  the  Jesuits.  He  eulogised  ^at 
bod^  very  hi|^ly'-*he  spoke  of  theii 
having  establishmenu  in  Russia  and 
Naptes-«*end  stated^  that  young  men  were 
aant  from  this  country  to  the  soeietv  al 
Naples  fer  their  education— 4bal  tbc^r 
were  there  ordained— <«nd  afterwards  re- 
turned to  the  united  kingdom.  On  the 
subject  of  an  oath,  Mr.  Browne  ob* 
served,  that  he  difibred  from  the  comoMtt 
constmetioo  of  that  obligation.  He  held 
tt  to  be  'secundum  intentionem  depo* 
nentis,'  and  not  '  secundum  intenttonem 
junHttenti.'  This  gentleman  argued  v^ 
strenuously,  that  the  order  of  Jeiiuita 
ought,  if  possible,  to  be  estabtishod  in 
ef^fj  part  of  Europe.  On  the  subject  of 
the  introduction  of  the  order  into  Ireland 
he  had  received  a  letter,  fully  confirmii^ 
the  fhct,  from  which  he  would  read  an 
extract  i^**  It  is,^'  said  the  writer,  ^  a 
plain  fact,  that  the  society  of  Jesuits  have 
purchased  Castle  Browne,  and  are  about 
to  establish  themselves  among  uf.  What 
their  object  is^  I  know  no  more  than  you 
do;  fop  they  are  not  remarkable  for  dis*' 
closing  their  designs^  There  is^  however, 
quite  enough  to  alarm  the  British  world.*^ 
This  letter  ,was  very  lately  reeeitf*ed  froea 
Ireland,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  lay 
it  befbre  the  House.  Koowmg  the  re» 
strictioavthat  were  placed  on  the  CatboUe 
clergy  in  non^CatboNc,.  and  even  in  Oa- 
thoHc  conatriea,  it  was  for  the  Homo  to 
mark,  with  serious  aiteption,  the  novel 
spectacle  of  lynods^  compeaed  of  CMhOlic 
bishops  and  Catholic  priests,  estabHsbed^ 
be  woukl  say,  contrary  to  law^  in  Ireland. 
He  knew  many  gentVem^n  dtfierad  fhna 
him  in  opinion  that  they  were  contrary  to 
law»  but  still  he  felt  bmiself  warranted  ha 
making  the  assertion.  9arely  he  neednot 
point  out  the  danger  of  such  assemblies 
sitting  from  time  to  time,  and  propoondhig 
measures  which  were  afleiwards  to  be  die- 
cussed  in  parltament*  Those  who  had 
read  the  Dublin  papers  lately  weaM  par* 
ceivethat'hewae  not* distorting  facta*  li 
these  piqperr  they  were  told  what  the 
clergy  wweaheMt  to  da;  from  them  they 
ondevsioed^  that  the  second  order  of  the 
eburehin Ireland  were detanainad'ta  o|h 

Kthe  rescript  reeently  rdoaivcd  fre^ 
I.    He  aetet  not  to  make  4atf 
M  tbUmlQeot.   Aitto 
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iMped  tbe  Ho«ie»  being  ftpprised  of  thete 
circumsUocea^  would  aoi  lose  tight  of  the 
seenlu  that  miglit  be  expected  from  the 
^ontiaiMiice  of  soch  a  syttem.  He  alio 
Untied^  that  they  were  ali?e  to  tbe  con* 
4«cl  of  another  ataembly ;  he  pieant  the 
CfttbcAc  board,  who  had  been  pleased  to 
appeal  to  the  SpanUh  Cortes  for  their  in- 
terference* For  what  purpose  did  they 
approach  tbe  Cortes?  To  tell  them  how 
much  tbe  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
were'  oppressed  by  this  go?ernment> 
which  was  acting  at  tbe  time  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  Spain,  What  efiect  conld  thia 
ba? e»  bat  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Spanish  neople^  that  the  noble  duke^  whe 
bad  so  often  foagbt  their  battles,  and  who 
had  ao  lately  recei?ed  the  thanks  of  that 
Hoose^  was  the  enemy  of  tbe  Catholic  re- 
ligiim-^^ofthe.religian  of  Spain  j  Thisap- 
|)eal  was  made  to  the  most  intolerant  na- 
licm  noder  (be  saiH«»wiio  looked  opon 
Iheir  own  as  the  only  true  religion^and 
bad  made  etery  member  of  the  Cortes 
ewear  to  presenre  that  religion.  If  thev 
looked  te  the  regulations  of  tbe  Spanish 
l[o?eniment  anterior  to  the  late  constitn- 
tion*  they  woujd  find  that  no  person  was 
•nfiered  to  bold  a  situation,  civil  or.mili* 
tarjTf  noleiM  he  professed  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion. And  yet,  the  Catholic  board 
Ihoogfat  proper  to  complain  to  the  Cortes^, 
thai  tbe)r  were  not  admitted  to  a  partici- 
opatioa  in  all  sitoatioas,  cItU  and  military. 
Tnere  was  another  measure  of  this  board 
which  be  could  not  atoid  noticing;  and, 
in  doing  10,  it  was  but  jost  that  he  should 
•ppland  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
clergy^  in  refosing  to  lend  themselves  to 
*|he  task  which  the  board  bad  endeavoured 
to  impose  upon  them.  He  alluded  to  the 
collection  of  what  were  called  donations. 
'  A  miaimnm  was  fixed,  below  which  no- 
thing wonld  be  taken~-and  a  mark, 'it 
Oeemed,  was  to  be  pbced  on  every  Roman 
Catholiot  who  either  could  not,  or  would 
pot»  labscribe  ten-pence..  This  proposi- 
tion originate  with  a  member  of  ibe  Ca- 
tholic board ;  but  he  believed  that  it  bad 
not  been  very  productive.  Tbe  right  bon. 
baronet  then  adverted  to  tbe  indignation 
that  liad  been  expressed  by  some  of  the 
Eoinah  Catholic  clergy,  at  the  proposition, 
formerly  mtde,  for  supporting  them  by  a 
•tatepronsien;  and  obaerved,  that  one  of 
thoee  ^sons,  who  was  most  loud  in  re* 
probating  iuch  a  systefp,  who  bad  de«> 
elared  that  the  Catholic  olergy  oaght  to 
give  np  all  worldly  advantagea  for  spiri- 
tiolit^%  ha4  iunstlC  kofnnt,  #ppUed 
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for  a  state  pfovisien*  He  had  prevented 
others  receiving  a  pension  from  the  crown  ; 
and  yet  ha  afterwards  caused  a  petition  to 
be  drawn  up,  for  %he  purpose  of  presenting 
it  to  his  Miyesty'a  minietere,  requesting  a 
pension  for  bimsel£  And  he  bad  even 
applied  to  him  (sir  J.  C.  Hippisley)  for 
his  assistance  and  co-operation,  being 
aware  that  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
.procuring  some  relief  for  tbe  suffering  ec« 
desiastics  of  Scotland.  The  letter  lately 
received  was  nothing  more  than  anac* 
knowledgment  of  those  principle  which 
were  acted  upon  in  everv  state — and  the 
papers  for  which  be  should  move  were  ez« 
tremely  essential,  as  proving  the  exist- 
ence of  what  be  termed  a  code;  from 
which  it  would  be  seen,  that  tbe  two  re- 
gelations  hoi  bad  motioned  in  tbe  early 
part  of  his  speech  were  allowed  to  exist  io 
every  stete  of  I^urope,  with  the  fall  con* 
currence  of  tbe  church  of  Rome.  This 
be  stated  upon  the  fullest  authority-- 
baving  resided  on  the  spot,  and  been  io^ 
confidential  cemmonication  with  indi* 
viduals  of  great  eminence,  who  never  rej 
silted  the  adoption  of  the  principle.  Ha 
would  not  then  enter  into  a  compMison  of 
the  rescript  received  from  Rome  a  few 
days  ago,  with  that  transmitted  to  this 
country  in  1805— but  he  would  call  the 
attentiodof  tbe  Moose  to  the  extraordinary 
state  in  which  Dublin,  and  perhaps  Ire« 
land,  at  that  moment  was,  in  conse<|oenoa 
of  tbe  receipt  of  dislt^rescript.  That  situa* 
tion  was  somciently'  pointed  out  by  the 
public  prints ;  and  anless  goremmeiit 
looked  very  closely  to  the  proceedings  im 
that  country  (where  a  board  exisMid,  of* 
fecting  and  exercising  so  great  a  swayX 
and  i^opted  those  measures  which  the 
exigency  of  the  time  called  for,  eonse^ 
quenees  of  a  very  serious  nature  mn^  ae* 
cessarily  arise.  Tbe  bon.  baronet  thea 
moved,  <•  That  tbe  Extract  of  puragrapfae 
43  and  43,  from  sir  George  Provost's  In* 
struciions  as  governor  and  cominaDder  iit 
chief  in  Lower  Canada,  dated  d2d  October 
1811,  which  was  presented  to  the  MoOso 
upon  tbe  21st  day  of  July,  in  tbe  last 
session  of  parliament,  be  printed. '^ 
Mr.  BdiktrH  seconded  the  motioo« 
Sir  JH.  Pemell  smd,  that,  tbe  boa.  baronet 
having  stated,  that  a  sum  of  money, 
amounting  to  SOfiOOl.  was  transmitted 
from  Rome  to  Ireland,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
estabKshiog  tbe  Jesuits  in  that  cooauy,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  relate  the  Heict  which 
had  given  rise  to  the  assertion.  The  bon. 
bitfoiiat  had  been  for  aosia.tiflMt  ho^piof 
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on  the  re-establishment  of  Ithe  society  of 
Jesaits^-and  the  person,  whose  character 
was  in  some  degree  implicated  by  his  ob« 
•ervations,  begged  of  him  (sir  H.  Pamell) 

.  to  state  the  object  and  circumstances  re- 
lating to  the  seminary  alluded  to.  That 
individual  bad  put  into  his  (sir  Henry's)* 
bands  a  prospecttis  of  his  establishment ; 
and  the  whole  object  which  it  aimed  at 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  educa- 
tion of  young  persons.  It  did  not  even 
exclude  those  of  the  Protestant  religion. 
The  hon.  baronet,  in  the  whole  course  of 
his  speech,  had  not  stated  to  the  House 
any  .one  circumstance  which  could  induce 
theili  to  believe,  that  any  thing  farther 
was  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  of 

«  whoih  he  had  spoken,  than  merely  to 
ostablish  a  school.  Every  gentleman, ,  he 
thought,  must  perceive  the  absurdity  of 

.  supposirtg,  at  that  time  or  day,  that  any 
danger  could  be  apprehended  from  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Jesuits;  or  that 
any  person  could  be  weak  enough  to  set 
on  foot  a  measure  of  that  kind.  It  ap- 
peared almost  impossible,  when  they  con- 
sidered how  very  few  of  that  sect  were 
now  in  existence,  and  how  much  opinions 
vpon  religious  topics  had  changed  of  late 
years.    On  that  head,  therefore,  he  ap- 

Srehended  no  danger ;  and  certainly  the 
on.  baronet  had  not  attempted  to  prove 
that  it  was  against  the  law  of  the  land  to 
s^t  op  a  seminary  such  as  that  contem- 
plated by  the  gentleman  whose  motives 
had  been  thus  distorted.  The  proceeding 
was  justifiable  and  legal ;  and,  therefore, 
there  was  no  necessity  to  have  recourse  to 
any  n^asure  for  potting  down  that  insti- 
tution.  Why  should  they  go  back  to  the 
conduct  of  their  forefathers,  and  say,  be- 
cause a  gentleman  happened  to  be  edu- 
cated in  a  college  of  Jesuits,  that  there- 
fore he  should  be  prevented  from  sett'mg 
up  a  school  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  thoogh  the  hon. 
barooeC  had  given  notice  of  his  motion, 
yet,  as  it  was  simply  for  the  production 
'of  instructions  to  sir  George  Prcvost, 
the  Rouse  could  be  little  prepared  from 
toch  a  notice  for  the  discussion  of  those 
important  topics  to  which  the  hon.  baronet 
liad  adverted,  and  from  any  reference  to 
which  at  present  he  should  as  far  as  possi- 
ble abstain.  He  merely  *rose,  lest  it 
should  be  imagined,  if  he  continued 
aatirely  silent,  ihat  the  Irish  government 
t>ad  not  paid  serioos  attention  to  those 
aobjecu  on  which  the  hon.  baronet  had 
^articoladjr  4lwalt.    On   one  point  he 
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thought  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  obser* 
vations,  because  the  hon.  baronet  had 
alluded  to  it  in  the  last  session.  In  cofi» 
sequence  of  what  the  hen.  baronet  bad 
stated  respecting  the  establrshment  of  a 
college  atGastle  Browne,  supposed  to^hfaTO 
for  it^  object  the  renewal  of  the  dfter  of 
Jesuits  in  Ireland,  and  other  representa- 
tions which  had  reached  himi  he  had  soli- 
cited a  communication  with  Mr.  Kenny, 
the  head  of  that  seminary.  He  bad  ac- 
cordingly seen  that  gentleman,  and  had 
stated  to  him,  that  reports  had  gone 
abroad,  much  exaggerated,  perbaps,  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  institution  over 
which  he  presided— observing,^  that  it 
would  be  good  policy  in  him  (which  he  . 
admitted)  to  explain  precisely  the  object 
of  his  institution.  From  him  be  learned, 
that  it  was  not  a  religious,  but  a  lay  insti- 
tution ;  and  Mr*  Kenny  put  into  his  hands 
a  prospectus  of  the  course  of  education. 
Mr.  Peel  asked  him,  whether  it  was  con- 
fined exclusively  to  persons  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion ;  as  in  that  case 
doubts  might  be  entertained  of  the  legality 
of  the  institution.  To  this  Mr.  Kenny 
answered;  that  the  college  of  Mfiynootb, 
which  was  exclusively  Catholic,  was  re- 
cognized as  a  legal  seminary ;  but  ob» 
served,  that  his  institution  was  not  con- 
fined to  Roman  Catholics.  He  would 
willingly  admit  the  children  of  Protes- 
tants to  participate  in  the  general  course 
of  education,  leaving  to  their  parents  the 
right  of  giving  them  such  religious  in- 
struction as  they  might  think  proper.  At 
the  same  time,  he  doubted  how  far  the 
principle  of  educating  Protestant  children 
at  a  seminary  chiefly  Catholic,  would  be 
generally  approved  of.— Mr.  Kenny  stated, 
that  the  institution  was  carried  on  by  him, 
not  as  agent  for  any  other  persons,  but  on 
his  own  account.  To  a  question  respect- 
ing the  source  from  which  he  had  deriTed 
bis  funds,  that  gentleman  had  given  no 
answer.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  then  told  htm, 
that  he  was  not  to  infer  from  the  comma- 
nication  which  had  passed,  that  the  Irish 
government  acquiesced  in  the  existence  of 
the  institution,  but  that  they  should  con- 
tinue to  watch  it  with  jealousy. 

Sir  John  Ntwpori  said,  that,  in  the  year 
1806  or  7  (he  could  not  exactly  state 
which),  a  communication,  was  made  to 
him,  that  the  present  archbishop  of  Dobltn 
had  refused  to  licence  an  individual  who 
was  then  about  to  establish  a  seminary. 
His  grace  did  not  refuse  from'  any  per- 
sonal feeling*  for  he  wai  perfectly^  ao^* 
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qnaintad  with  the  excellent  moral  character 
of  the  man  ;  but  be  declined  signing  ^be 
licences-be  entertained  doobts  of  the  pro- 
priety  of  a  Protestant  bishop  licensing  a 
Koman  Catholic  school.  He  (sir  John) 
stated  the  circamstance  to  the  then  ad- 
ministration, and  the  individual  was  al- 
lowed to  proceed  with  bis  undertaking. 
Some  obsenrations  were  made  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  in  consequence,  he  looked  into 
the  statute-book,  and  there  he  could  see 
nothing  whatever  to  prevent  the  individual 
from  keeping  a  school.  Now  he  could 
Bot  see  what  objection  could  be  raised 
against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kenny.  He 
hid  open  the  whole*  course  of  education 
which  he  taught— he  was  desirous  of  no 
concealment.  Why  then  should  he  be 
molested  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  considered 
it,^  as  he  had  always  done,  a  most  bene- 
ficial thing  for  the  public,  that  education 
tould  be  provided  at  home,  for  those  who 
must  otherwise  seek  it  in  foreign  countries. 
It  was  a  matter,  in  his  opinion,  of  very 
great  importance,  to  give,  both  to  the 
clergy  and  the  laity,  a  £>mestic  education. 
He  knew  nothing  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  remarks  of  the  hon^  baronet 
were  applied ;  but  his  ready  offer  to  lay 
«Tery  thing  connected  with  his  institution 
open  to  government,  ought  to  wipe  away 
all  suspicion  from  his  character.  At  all 
events,  he  woAld  deprecate,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  introduction,  on  a  question  of 
an  entirely  different  nature,  of  any  reflec- 
tions on  the  character  and  conduct  of  a 
man,  who  had  no  opportunity  of  defend- 
Ihg  himself.  Fortunately,  however,  when 
the  •  bon.  baronet  made  his  observations, 
there  were  gentlemen  in  the  House  who 
were  not  unacquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  ;  but,  for  any  thing  the 
faon.  baronet  knew  at  the  time,  this  might 
not  have  been  the  case. 

Sir  H.  Pamdl  wished  to  observe,  that 
Mr.  Kenny's  reason  for  refusing  to  state 
whence  he  derived  the  funds  for  com- 
mencing the  establishment,  was,  because 
he  conceived  that  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Peel)  was  not  altogether  well 
entitled  to  catechise  him  on  his  private 
afiairs.  As  a  British  subject,  he  had  a 
right  to  set  up  the  institution,  and  to  pro- 
ceed as  he  thought  proper,  providea  he 
did  nothing  which  appeared  dangerous  to 
the  state.  He  willingly  answered  every 
'question  which  was  at  all  connected  with 
the  public  interest;  but  wlien  the  right 
^on.  gentleman  went  so  far  as  to  inquire 
ifttd  the  meus  by  which  he  made  the 
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purchase,  which  was  penetrating  directly 
into  his  private  afiairs,  he  felt  .that  it  was 
not  proper  for  him  to  give  an  answer. 
He  had,  l|owever,  told  him  (eir  Henry),, 
that  the  whole  had  been  purchased  with 
his  own  private  property;  that  he  actedi 
from  his  own  mdividual  motives,^  and 
wished  to  conduct  himself  peaceably  and 
properly. 

Mr.  Feel  said,,  he  had  not  asked  any 
question  of  Mr.  Kenny  in  a  tone  that 
evinced  a  desire  to  catechise  him— nor 
was  any  one  of  his  interrogatories  dictated 
by  a  spirit  of  idle  curiosity.  He""  had  not 
premised  his  questions,  by  stating  that  hia^ 
institution  was  contrary  to  law ;  he 
merely  observed,  that  doubts  of  its 
legality  had  been  expressed  in  parlia- 
ment. He  also  informed  Mr«  Kenny, 
that  the  utmost  jealousy  had  been  mani- 
fested of  the  society  of  the  Jesuits  by  the 
British  government;  so  much  so,  that 
their' property  in  Canada  had  been  for- 
merly confiscated.  He  asked  the  ques* 
tion  relative  to  the  funds  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  made  the  observation  he  had 
done,  lest  it  might  be  hereafter  inferred, 
because'soroe  communication  had  passed 
with  a  member  of  the  Irish  govern- 
ment, that  that  government  had  acquiesced 
in  the  propriety  of  the  establishment  in 
question. — At  the  interview  he  had  with 
Mr.  Kenny,  he  particularly  told  hin^, 
that  he  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  same 
feeling  which  had  induced  the  British  go- 
vernment to  confiscate  the  property  of  the 
Jesuits  in  Canada,  should  induce  tbem  at 
least  to  watch  with  the  utmost  vifi[i lance 
and  suspicion  an  institution  established 
and  superintended  by  one  of  the  order, 
supported  by  funds,  the  origin  and  nature 
of  which  were  totally  unaccounted  for.   ■ 

Sir  J.  Newport  denied  that  the  property 
of  the  Jesuits  in  Canada  was  confiscated. 
They  were  prevented  from  professing  any 
more  persons  in  that  country— but  they 
were  allowed  to  enjoy  their  property  as 
long  as  they  existed.  And  it  was  a  re- 
markable fact,  that  one  of  them,  who  sur- 
rived  all  the  others,  possessed  the  whole  of 
the  pmperty  for  a  considerable  time. 

Mr.  Feel  said,  that  the  order  was  effec- 
tually put  down. 

Sir  J,  Newport  safd,  the  property  was  eq- 
joyed  by  the  individuial  he  alluded  to, 
until  the  very  last  nromeni  of  his  life. 

Sir  J.  C.  HippUUy  contended,  that  the 
property  of  the  Jesuits  had  been  confiscated 
in  Canada  by  the  tfrder  of  the  Canadian 
government,  and  4iat  this  property  had 
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been  tioce  granted  Uxlord  AoohJerst.  He 
contended  alio,  tbat«  apcordiog  to  th^  BhII 
of  JPope  GaxigajneUi,  wbicb  ordered  tbe 
DQivenrM  i^boTitioip  of  ibe  Jesoiti,  who 
ver^,  in  bci,  omcb  more  denied  to  their 
own  general  than  to  the  Pope,  alJ  Chriftian 
coQntriei,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
moft  ^el  it  feheir  interest  to  disconnt^ance 
such  -an  institation.  All  Christian  states 
bad  indeed  inanj/ested  their  sense  of  this 
interest;  and  it  behoved  the  goverDment- 
of  England  to  look  with  pecoliar  care  to 
IheinstitBtion  under  discussion ;  especially 
vrhc^  it  was  known  that  aach  a  consider? 
nble  sum  had  been  found  to  support  it^ 
and  that  sum  too  derived  from  some  source 
which  the  principal  of  the  institution  re- 
fused to  reveaL  He  (sir  J.)  could  not  help 
.declaring  his  regret,  that  gentletnen  of 

freat  weight  and' character  in  that  House 
ad  thought  proper  to  decline  expressing 
any  objection  to  the  establishment  alluded 
to.  Upon  the  character  of  the  Jesuits  be 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  state  any  opi- 
nion, nor  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Houi^  the  jealousy  which  all  tbe  free  and 
independent  states  of  Europe  bad  mani- 
fested against  that  ordeiu  But  he  must 
again  caution  the  British  government  to 
be  on  its  guard.  For  the 'moral  character 
and  general  good  disposition  of  the  present 
Pope,  be  professed  tbe  highest  respec|. 
^t  the  Jesuits  had  always  been  found  a 
powerful  means  of  influence,  a  formidable 
band  of  intrtgueVs;  and  he  therefore 
would  wish  to  protect  his  country  against 
the  fiat  of  any  Pope,  for  the  resurrection 
and  reorganization  of  such  an  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  Tbe  bon. 
baronet  then  moved,  '*  That  the  several 

Bipers  which  were  presented  to  this 
oust  in  tbe  two  last  sessions  of  parlia- 
mcnti  relating  to  the  Koipan  Catholics, 
and  wbrcb  were  severally  ordered  to  bp 
printed  on  tbe  28^h  day  of  M^y  18 Id, 
and  on  the  4tb,  17th,  21«t»  24th,  and  ^5tb 
days  of  May  18 13^  be  re-printed/^ 
Agreed  to. 

Corn  TaAns.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr* 
Foster  for  the  re-committ^l  of  (Im  Jtepqrt 
respecting  the  Corn  Trade, 

Sir  J.  Newport  expressed  his  conviction* 
that  the  most  persnasire  arguments  had 
bten  adduced  to  ahew  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  this  country  to  gpani  its  home 
^icuUure  by  proyidrng  against  the  free 
import  of  foreign  oom,  |f  it  wer^  asked, 
whether  it  i? as  necespary  to  alter  tbe  ^• 
rangeiaei^a  pf  1E04|  fur  prpyldf)  wj  94dt- 
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tioaal  gaard  for  >OQr  agricaltare,  aa  that 
agriculture  bad  aiaca  increased,  he  should 
answer  that  this  increase  was  not  owins  tQ 
those  arrangemants,  but  to  the  pecoUar 
nature  of  our  rvelationA  with  foreign  atatea. 
Besides,  it  was  now  impoasibla  to  put  tba 
agricultnrbts  in  tbe  same  atata  that  tbey 
were  in  in  1804,  as  ao  many  addttionai 
burthens  bad  baen  tipca  imposed  upon 
them;  would  it  then  be  £air  jto expose  thepa 
to  competition  in  their  own  market  witb 
foreign   agriculturist^,   after  having    in- 
curred thoaa  vary  burthens-rafter  becom- 
ing subject  to  such  a  weight  af  taxation 
for  the  deliverance  of  Europe,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  foreign  states,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve them  from  the  calamities  of  wars! 
Such  a  proposition  would,  indeed,  be  uU 
terly  destitute  of  common  justice,  as  to 
allow  a  foreigner,  armed  with  the  security 
which  Great  Britain  had  purchased  for 
bim  by  twenty  years  war,  to  undersell  the 
British  trader  in  his  own  market.    In  hex, 
the  principles  of  a  fre^  trade  could  not  ba 
fairly  applied  to  the  question  of  corn,  f^pe-> 
cialiy  after  those  principles  had  been  da« 
parted  from  with  regard  to  our  other  ma* 
nufactures.      Our   woollen  manufacture, 
for  instance,  was  protected  against  tha 
competition  of  any  foreigner  whatever  in 
our  own  market,  and  why  should  not  our 
corn  meet  an  equal  protection  ?    It  was 
alledaed,  that  tbe  proposed  arrangement 
would  serve  to  impose  a  permanent  tax 
upon  the  consumer;   bat  be  denied  the 
justice  of  this  allegation.    If,  however,  it 
were  even  true,  he  should  have  no  hesita* 
tion  to  assert,  that  it  would  be  for  the  in* 
terest  of  the  consumer  to  pay  that  tax  in 
order  to  secure  the  advantages  of  that 
steady  supply,  and  independency  of  aov 
foreign  state,  which  the  measure  promised. 
As  to  the  argument,  that  the  tendency  of 
this  measure  would  be  to  throw  capital 
unnaturally  into  agriculture,  be  thought 
it  qui^e  untenable,  as  the  only  probable 
result  would  be  to  r^cpver  for  agriculture, 
which  formed  the  most  solid  wealth  of  a 
nation,  that  capital  which  had  been  b^re«> 
tofore  diverted  from  it  by  an  uudo^  par* 
tiality  to  manufactures.    But  tbo  advan^ 
tages  which   the    proposed  arrangemant 
held  out  to  Ireland  were  ip^culable.    la 
tha^  country,  the  interests  of  whieb  wer^ 
completely  identified  with  those  of  Qraat 
Britain,  not  above  oneofaurth  of  the  paopla 
were  employed  in  aumufaiptuva^,  the  rei> 
mainder  being  wholly  dependent  on  agrir 
ci|lture  or  pasturage ;  and  there  aificnlfemoa 
MqIT  li^ayesvn  PNJada Ttry  wniWrrahlf 
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adramie ;  insotniick,  indtod,  that  if  IM 
exported  a  Tast  ^pantity  of  corA  to  thii 
part  of  the  empire.  Would  it  then  be 
fair  or  wise  to  impede  the  proiperity  of 
liiat  comitr^?  Biit  if  such  impetfrmemt 
were  Realty  offered,  what  most  be  the 
ftate  of  things  between  the  two  comitriey? 
Ireland '  at  present  took  the  manafactores 
6f  Bnriand,  and  paid  for  Aem  in  corn. 
It  indeed  prohibited  any  mannfteturer 
from  entering  into  competition  with  that 
of  England  in  the  Irish  market.  Its 
duties  with  a  view  to  that  prohibition 
were,  upon  woollen,  as  50  to  1  in  faronr 
of  England — upon  hardware  as  S3  to  10 — 
upon  glass  as  85  to  10,  and  so  on  in  pro- 
,portibn  upon  earthenware  and  other  arti- 
cles of  English  manufoctore.  Would  it 
then  be  an  equitable  return  towards  lire- 
land,  to  withhohf  due  encc^uragement  from 
that  agriculture  which  enabled  it  to  pay 
for  such  articles-^wbich  enabled  it^  espe- 
cially of  late  years,  to  become  the  best 
customer  of  England  ^  In  fsicr,  if  that  en- 
couragement were  refused,  he  could  not 
conceive  how  the  Irish  people  were  to  pay 
Chose  absentee  rents  which  formed  so 
setere  a  drain  upon  that  country.  These 
absentee  rents,  however,  were  spent  in 
England;  which  thu^  profited,  in  every 
point  of  view,  by  the  improving  industry 
6t  Ireland.  To  the  interest  of  that  conn- 
ttj,  he  tlierefore  trusted  that  the  House 
frooM  Ibok  with  peculiar  solicitude ;  and 
iiothing^  could  contribute  so  materially  to 
diat  interest  as  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  to  which  the  Irish  were  pecu- 
liarly disposed,  and  which  was  so  moch 
inore  calculated  than  pasturage,  or  per- 
haps even  manufactures,  to  promote  mora- 
lly, industry,  and  good  order. 

Mr.  Buttell  said,  that  many  ((entlemen 
kerned  to  conceive  that  com  was  the 
only  thing  which  ought  to  be  lowered 
in  price.  He  would  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther anv  of  them  had  found  out  a  way  to 
lower  the  price  of  all  other  commodities 
in  the  same  proportion.  Odr  farmers  were 
loaded  with  taxes  on  land,  horses,  leather, 
property  tax,  and  tithes,  beyond  what  the 
farmers  of  otber  nations  were  subject  to. 
If  com  that  was  subject  to  none  of  those 
dotiek  were  allowed  to  come  free  mto.oor 
niarket,  this  country  would  soon  be  over- 
whelmed wftb  corn  from  the  continent. 
When  we  had  from  official  accooats  a 
aiatement  ef  the  rapid  increase  of  amcnl- 
tore  in  Irebnd,  were  we  to  check  her 
^  prosperous  career  ?  The  sffHctdtnristg  of 
ihiacooiitry  did  Aot  ask  for  monopoljr; 
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they  ohly  wanted  prbtecti<ytr.    Tfie^  did , 
bbt  want  to  rais^  the  price  of  the  kn/opoii 
f!he  poor,  but  they  wanted  to  be  ptefcttied 
to  foreigners  in  their  own  markets. 
Sir  A   Parntd  rose  ta  endeavour  to 

Gove  that  the  accusatrona  preferred  agamst 
m  affclntiraian  of  the  committee' on  th6 
corn  trade,  by  ^  right  hon;  gentleman  (Sfy. 
Roiel  were  not  well  founded.  He  hopc^ 
be  sttonldf  idso  be  able  to  show  to  the 
House,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
himsetf^  faHen  into  some  Tery  great  mis^* 
takes.  The  R^rt  of  the  Committee  hadf 
been  described  by  the  right  hotr.  gentle- 
man^ in  the  pamphlet  which  he  had  pub* 
lished  under  the  title  of  his  ^eech,  aa 
taking  a  verF  soperficial  view  of  the  sob- 
jecL  This  he  denied.  The  Report  con- 
tained the  arerage  prices  of  com  for  146 
yean ;  a  view  of  the  laws  relating  to  thiT 
subject  for  150  years;  and  an  account  of 
I  the  documents  respecting  imports  apd  ex- 
,  ports  for  f  1 7  years.  In  the  speech  which 
t  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  published^ 
there  was  somethiiig  which  he  (sir  H. 
Pamell)  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  bad 
libt  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  geiitlemaa 
in  the  Honse.  In  the  House,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  com<^ 
mittee  had  taken  their  prices  from  Eton 
College  records;  but  in  his  publicatk>n« 
'  though  he  admitted  diat  they  had  correctly 
taken  them  from  the  Eton  tteordi,  he 
maintained  that  the  dednctionsdrawn  from 
those  recorder  were  not  correctly  made^' 
[see  p;€75.J  The  right  hod.  geni.  then 
^ve  a  statement  of  what  the  prices  should 
have  been ;  and  here  he  committed  a  very 
great  error.  In  taking  the  prices  fW>m 
Uie  Eton  College  records,  as  the  pricea 
were  marked  in  them  from  the  finest  graia 
in  the  market,  it  was  necessary  to  draoct 
from  the  price  on  the  recorda  two*ninthr 
altogether.  Whereas,  the  right  hon:  gen- 
tleman had  only  deducted  one-ninth.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  also  accused  the  com- 
mittee of  being  in  error  as  to  thetablea 
given  in  the  Report.  The  hct  was,,  that 
these  tables  had  been  takenr  fh>m  the  work 
of  Mr.  Chalmers,  whose  accuracy  even^the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  admitted.  Ano- 
ther accusation  was,  that  the  committee 
had  only  referred  to  seven  of  the  actr  of 
parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  com 
trade ;  whereas,  in  troth,  they  referred  to 
nine  of  these  acts.  In  his  whole  speech, 
•the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  beeti 
able  to  shew  that  there  vras  any  act  of  par- 
iliament  of  importance  on  the  subject  ^hich 
jhipditotbeen  referred  to  bytbecommittee. 
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The  committee  were  blamed  for*the  eulo- 
giam  they  pronounced  on  the  Act  of  the 
17th  of  Charles  2,  although  the  very  words 
of  the  committee  in  praise  of  this  Act  were 
those  used  by  Dr.  Adam  ^milh.  The 
committee  had  applied  the  ^words  of  the 
same  great  authority  to  the  Act  of  William 
the  third.  The  hon.  bart.  was  proceeding 
to  repel  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Ro$e ;  when' 

Sirilf.  Wood  role  to  order;  and  ob- 
served, that  if  the  hon.  baronet  went  on 
attacking  the  pamphlet,  they  would  have 
an  hour's  reply  from  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  defence  of  it.  [A  laugh.]  Be- 
sides, it  was  taking  the  House  unfairly ; 
as  many  members  had  comedown  expect- 
ing the  amendment  of  an  hon.  member  to 
be  proposed* 

Sir  If.  Pamell  continued,  by  observing 
that  the  statements  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman were  absolutely  erroneous;  and 
that  he  had  failed,  in  every  instance,  in 
fixing  any  inaccuracy  upon  the  labours  of 
the  committee.  He  contended,  that  no  com- 
mittee had  ever  taken  more  pains  to  pro- 
duce a  well-digested  and  correct  Report. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  he  was  sorry  that  the 
objections  of  the  hon.  baronet  had  not 
been  brought  forward  earlier;  as  he  unfor- 
tunately laboured  under  such  a  severe 
cold,  that  he  doubted  whether  he  could 
render  himself  audible  to  the  House. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  baronet,  he  had  not  satisfied  him 
(Mr.  Rose)  that  he  had  Fallen  into  a  single 
mistake.  He  was  still  of  opinion,  that 
such  a  report  had  never  been  presented  to 
parliament  upon  so  grave  and. important  a 
subject.  As  to  the  statement  in  the  pam- 
phlet, that  the  first  Resolution  belonged 
wholly  to  the  hon.  baronet,  the  only  mis- 
take he  had  committed  in  that  was,  that  he 
had  not  been  gifted  with  the  power  of 
prophecy;  for  when  the  assertion  was 
made,  no  other  person,  except  the  hon. 
baronet,  had  addressed  the  House  upon  that 
proposition.  With  regard  to  the  Eton  tables, 
if  the  hon.  baronet  had  read  his  speech,  he 
would  ,have  found  the  reason  stated,  why 
he  (IVIr*  Rose)  had  deducted  only  one 
Qinth,  instead  of  two.  He  had  applied 
to  the  Reeistrar  of  Eton  College,  and  had 
received  from  him  a  certificate,  which,  if 
be  had  anticipated  the  objections  that 
were  made,  he  could  have  broucht  in  his 
pocket ;  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
wheat  supplied  at  the  Eton  market  was 
Dot  the  best  wheat,  but  what  was  called 
the  middling  wheat;  and  therefore,  the 
second  ninth  ought  not  to  be  dedacted  in 
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reducing  the  Eton  to  the  statute  measure. 
He  should  not  trouble  the  House  with  re- 
plying minnteiy  to  what  had  been  ad* 
vanced  by  the  hon.  baronet,  but  content 
himself  with  stating  his  firm  conviction, 
that  in  every  thing  which  he  had  brought 
forward  in  bis  speech,  he  was  borne  out 
by  facts. 

The  Ckancdhr  qf  the  Exchequer  t\^hmh\ 
ted,  whether  it  would  not  t>e  better,  as. the 
question  respecting  the  report  which  the 
hon.  baronet  defended,  had  been  already 
decided,  that  the  House  should  resolve 
itself  into  the  committee  in  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  given  notice  that, 
he  intended  to  propose  a  new  resolution. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee^ 

The  second  ResolutioOi  for  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  corn,  except  under  the 
scale  suggested  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  was 
then  read  from  the  chair  ;  when 

Mr.  Fo9ier  rose,  and  observed,  that^the 
main  object  which  the  House  had  in  view 
was,  to  increase  the  quantity  of  corn  in 
this  country,  and  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  applying  to  a  foreign, market  for  sup- 
plies. In  former  times.  Great  Britain,  by 
the  wisdom  of  the  measures  which  she 
pursued,  had  completely  obviated  all  neces« 
sity  for  the  importation  of  corn.  .Her 
agriculture  was  then  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted, and  means  were  taken  to  prevent  a 
competition  in  the  market,  by  the  produce 
of  other  cpuntries.  Within  the  last  half 
century,  however,  the  policy,  of  the  state 
seemed  to  have  been  completely  changed; 
and  instead  of  being  indepencknt  of,  our 
very  existence  had  depended  upon,  foreign 
states ;  our  agricultural  interests  had  been 
neglected  ;  and  those  wise  maxims,  which 
haq  produced  such  beneficial  effects  among 
our  ancestors,  had  heed  totally  abandoned^ 
The  folly  of  this  course  had  now  been 
carried  home  to  the  breast  of  every  think- 
ing man  ;  and  it  was  clear,  that  the  best 
course  which  could  be  pursued,  would  be  . 
to  go  back  to  the  old  original  principles* 
by  which  so  puch  real  advantage  had  been 
gained  towards  upholding  the  agricultural 
prosperity  of  the  kingdom  :  we  should 
see  that  a  fair  profit  was  allowed  to  thft 
farmer ;  and  that  he  was  not  met  in  the^ 
market  by  those  who,  possessing  advan% 
tages  superior  to  him«  were  enabled^  by 
selling  their  commodity  at  a  cheaper,rate» 
totally  to  exclude  him  from  all  opportunity^ 
of  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  induj^f ;  la 
the  year  iGlO,  when  a  prohibitory  Act 
wa»  introduced^  the  price  at  which  cor% 
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was  aMowed  to  be  imported  was  2/.  1  S$,  Ad, 
which,  with  the  duty  of  9s.  made  the 
price  below  which  no  importations  were 
allowed,  3/.  It.  4i.  per  quarter,  and  this 
liad  the  effect,  of  completeFj  preserving 
the  landed  interest  of  the  country.  In 
any  legislative  ftieasure  which  might  be 
adopted  with  the  same  view  at  the  present 
)>erM,  however,  it  should  be  recollected, 
that  the  value  of  money  was  considerably 
altered;  and  the  same  rules  which  were 
then  appKcable,  mtght  not  now  be  pro* 
duciive  of  an  effect  equally  advantageous. 
According  to  the  system  purscfed  by  our 
ancestors,  the  prohibitory  pric(9  of  com, 
calculated  by  the  increased  power  of 
money,  ougbtto  be  th  4t.  4|^.  per  quarter ; 
and  to  this  a  duty  of  I/,  it.  4^.  being 
added,  the  real  prohibitory  price  would 
be  8/.  5s,  8fif.  Gentlemen  would  be  sur- 
priied  at  thk  amonnt;  but  sucli  was 
really  the  price  at  which,  according  to 
the  alteration  in  the  circumstaftces  of  the 
times,  corn  ought  to  be  taken,  in  order  to 
afford  a  similar  encouragement  to  the  agri- 
culturist. He  did  not  mean,  however,  to 
propose  this  as  the  price  upon  which  the 
House  should  fix  OH  the  present  occasion  ; 
at  the  sam^  time  he  thought  we  ought  to 
take  the  price  at  such  a  sum  as  would 
effectually  shut  out  the  foreign  grower 
from  interfering  with  our  farmers.  If  corn 
became  scarce,  he  saw  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  recourse  to  those  systems 
of  oeconomy  which  had  hitherto  been 
'  found  expedient ;  and  not  by  a  constant 
fluctuation  of  prohibitions,  and  taxes,  and 
bounties,  distract  the  attention  of  the  agri- 
culturist, and  prevent  him  firom  pursuing 
that  uniform  course  which  would  in  the 
^fiA  place  the  country  upon  thAt  basis  of 
independence  which  all  must  desire,  and 
which  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
tour  power  and  dignity.  It  was  curious  to 
examine  the  multiplicity  of  measures 
which  had  been  Adopted  within  the  last 
iialf  century  for  the  regulation  of  the  corn 
trade.  From  the  year  1765  to  1770,  four- 
teen Acts  of  this  description  had  been 
f  assed-^from  1T70  to  1780,  eight  Acts— . 
firom  1780  to  17&Q,  seven— fh)m  1790  to 
1800,  eleven— -and  from  ISOO  to  1813, 
tweWe,  in  all  52  Acts,  in  the  coarse  of 
B5  years.  With  such  an*  accumulation  of 
sdterations  and  changes  as  these,  he  would 
-ask,  how  it  was  ponible  for  the  agricul- 
turist to  know  what  he  was  about,  or  to 
fcMrm  an  idea  of  what  course  it  would  be 
best  for  hhn  to  parsue,  to  promote  his  wel- 
htt  >  How  different  wai  the  policy  of  the 
(VOL*  XXVII.) 
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preceding  half  century,  during  iHe  whole 
of  which  period  only  four  Acts  respecting 
the  regulation  of  the  conk  laws  had  beeS 
passed;  Could  any  thing  shew  more 
strongly  the  necessity  of  conforming  the 
new  law  to  the  principles  of  an tient  policy 
—principles  which  he  was  prepared  to 
contend,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
would  uphold  the  interests  of  the  grower, 
wduld  equally  protect  the  consumer  ?  la 
enumerating  the  objectibnable  Acts  which 
had  been  passed  within  the  last  ten  years, 
he  had  made  a  mistake,  by  induding  thift 
vi^hich  had  been  introduced  with  respect  to 
Ireland,  in  1806.  Upon  this  Act  he  h|id 
heard  many  eulogiotns  passed;  and  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say,  he  considered  that 
every  Irishman  ought  to  feel  infinite  grat(« 
tude  to  the  right  hon.  bart.  (sir  John  New- 
port) who  had  been  its  parent.  By  that 
Act  the  interQ$ts  of  Ireland  had  been  pro- 
moted in  an  essential  degree  ;  ^nd  a  p^ac-, 
tical  proof  had  been  given  of  the  policy 
rathei*  of  encouraging  our  own  agricuhur^, 
than  of  looking  to  other  countries  for  sup-* 
port.'  After  this,  he  did  hope  that  we 
should  no  more .  hear  of  sixteen  miiliona 
bein^  sent  out  of  this  country  to  cultivate 
the  wastes  and  enrich  the  inhabitants  of 
foreign  states.  Ireland,  he  had  no  doubt, 
would,  if  properly  encouraged,  prove 
competent  to  supply  all  oi^r  wants,  and  to 
supersede  the  necessity  of  importatiofi 
altogether ;  and  in  return,  she  would  be 
one  of  the  best  customers  which  the  coun- 
try had  for  her  mantifaqtures.  In  ontreaN 
ing  the  House  to  be  guided  by  his  sugges- 
tions, however,  he  begged  to  be  understood 
as  not  imploring  any  new  boon ;  all  he 
wanted  was,  to  prevent  a  retrograde  mo- 
tion in  the  progress  which  had  beea 
already  made  towards  improvement ;  and 
to  effect  this,  he  thought  he  might  safeljr 
propose  the  price  5/.  per  quarter,  as  that 
at  which  the  prohibitfon  might  cease, 
'fhe  average  price  of  corn  for  the  last  fe^^ 
years  had  aifiounted  to  this  sum  ;  and  he 
apprehended  it  migfht  be  safely  adopted 
as  one  which,  while  it  Would  effectuathr 
guard  the  interests  of  the  grower,  would 
also  prevent  the  consumer  from  sustaining 
any  injury  whatever.  If  this  sum  was 
thought  too  high,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  lower  it.  His  wish  was,  rather  t0 
promote  unanimity  than  to  excite  dis- 
content; but  to  the  graduate^  scale  Jie 
felt  the  strongest  objection ;  inasmuch  a3 
he  thought  it  would  tend  to  promote  a 
degree  of  complexity  and  confudon, 
against  which,  for  every  reaton,  it  was  de* 
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firabk  to  guard.  The  prices  now  were 
fegulaled  by  the  price  in  the  tweWe  mari- 
time coantiet  or  England.  The  prices 
in  Ireland  were  12f.  lowers  so  that  the 
British  fjarmer  was  better  protected  by  12«. 
than  the  Jrish«  He  would  now  propose, 
that  the  protecting  duty  should  cease  and 
determine  when  wheat  arrived  at  100s. ; 
rye,  peas»  and  beans,  at  66$. ;  barlejr  at 
50t, ;  and  oats  at  33?.  except  when  im- 
ported from  our  American  colonies. 

On  the  question,  that  the  original  words 
stand  part  of  the  Resolution, 

The  Chtmcdhr  if  the  Exchequer  obsenr- 
ed,  that  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  rery 
little  difference  of  opinion  in  the  House 
respecting  the  first  and  the  third  Resolu- 
tions. The  main  objection  evidently 
Tested  upon  the  second  Resolution ;  and 
to  firmly  was  he  convinced  that  this  ought 
to  be  maturely  considered,  that,  rather 
than  consent  to  the  amendment  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Foster)  he 
should  propose  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  whole  subject  till  the 
next  session  of  parliament.  He  would 
appeal  to  the  statute-book  fpr  all  ages,  in 
proof  that  no  law  had  ever  been  intro- 
duced which  had  operated  as  a  distinct 
and  total  prohibition  of  foreign  grain. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  took  a 
view  of  the  different  propositions ;  and 
observed,  that  though  tne  value  of  money 
,  had  considerably  diminished  of  late  years, 
yet  for  a  century  before  it  had  been  re- 

Sjalarlv  on  the  increase*  But  the  gra- 
uated  imll  wai  calculated  on  the  present 
diminished  value,  as  if  that  were  never 
to  change.  On  the  whole,  res|iecting  im* 
portation,  as  we  cannot  undertake  to  sup- 
ply ourselves,  we  must  apportion  the  price 
•o  as  to  ensure  the  article  at  a  moderate 
rate  to  the  consumer.  It  would  be  un- 
safe and  unwise  'permanently  to  fix  any 
price  at  present ;  and  even  if  the  scale  of 
Ais  hon«  friend  were  approved  of,  he 
ihould  propose  that  it  should  onfy  be 
SMlopted  for  a  limited  time,  till  its  perma- 
nent propriety  could  be  ascertained  ;  for 
if  you  exclude  a  part  of  your  supply,  you 
Ibrce  the  whole  of  the  demand  upon  the 
remaining  part.  He  viewed  the  experi- 
ment of  economy  on  the  prime  necessa- 
ries of  life  as  a  very  unwise  attempt ;  but 
he  would  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman 
that  nothing  was  so  iqjurious  to  agricul- 
ture as  unsteady  prices ;  yet  it  was  only 
by  the  resolution  of  parliament  to  avoid 
frequent  interference  with  them,  tbat  they 
could  be  properly  regulated.    la  shor^ 
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the  public  must  learn  a  great  moral  lesaon: 
Ihey  must  be  prepared  to  see,  wKbout 
dissatisfaction,  sreat  quantities  of  com 
stowed  in  warehouses,  apd  even  shipped 
for  exportation,  when  the  prices  are  high; 
and  they  must  learn  to  trust,  with  confi- 
dence, to  the  wisdom  of  parliament  for 
due  and  salutary  provisions.  In  every 
instance,  and  in  all  ages,  the  government 
had  enacted  a  graduated  scale,  according^ 
to  the  exigencies  which  required  it* — After 
answering  a  variety  of  objections  that  had 
been  raised  relative  to  average  prices,  the 
right  hon.  ffentleroan  adverted  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  Ireland.  It  did 
not  appear  to  him,  that  heland  had  any 
reeson  to  complain,  as  she  was  put  on  the 
same  footing  as  Great  Britain ;  her  exports 
and  importo  being  regulated  b^  the  same 
duty;  while  the  average  prices,  from 
whatever  country  taken,  must  apply  to 
the  whole*  If  the  British  prices  appc^ired 
to  be  higher  than  they  really  were,  as  re- 
lative to  Ireland,  they  would  not  at  all 
affect  the  general  principles  of  calcula- 
tion. But  if  the  right  hon«  gentleman 
wished  to  have  foreign  corn  excluded  al- 
together, let  him^  say  so,  and  the  course 
to  be  pursued  would  be  clear.     If  the 

Eaduated  scale  of  duties  were  adopted, 
did  not  anticipate  any  very  grievous 
evil  to  arise  from  it,  even  though  there 
might  be  some  error  in  the  amounts ;  and 
he  though^  it  would  be  best  likely  to  re- 
concile the  feelings  of  the  country  with 
the  interests  of  the  farmer.  On  the  whole, 
in  his  Opinion,  the  Resolutions  now  before 
the  House,  with  the  exception  already 
mentioned,  seemed  to  possess  all  the  best 
principles  and  ground-works  for  the  re- 
gulation of  com;  and  if  they  contained 
no  very  material  error,  the  attention  of 
parliament  might  be  called  to  them  at 
any  other  time.  He  must  take  occasion 
to  observe,  that'  the  price  for  years  past 
had  been  affected  by  a  variety  of  extra- 
neous circunistances ;  but  the  Resolutions 
before  the  House  would  afiford  a  stepping 
stone,  if  he  might  so  call  it,  from  one 
scale  of  prices  to  another  more  modem, 
and  more  likely  to  be  beneficiaU  On  the 
grounds  which  he  had  stated,  he  must  feel 
It  his  duty  to  dissent  from  the  propositioa 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  /•  P.  Gram  thought  that  no  propo- 
eition  could  be  more  plain  than  this,  that 
the  commercial,  agricultural,  ind  rnami- 
fricturing  interests  of  the  country  were  in* 
separable ;  and  that  all  of  them,  as  frur  as 
the  object  could  bo  accompliahod^  ongh^ 
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to  be  put  OD  to  eqoal  footing.  The  right 
hon.  geDilemao  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  treated  this  queitioD  as  if  it 
were  one  on  which  the  Hoose  and  the 
country  had  no  ezperieitce.  He  seemed 
to  regard  it  as  if  we  were  in  a  new  sitoa- 
tion,  one  in  which  we  were  called  on  to 
legislate  on  a  specolative  ground ;  and  as 
if  the  present  was  entirely  a  new  case. 
He  (Mr.  Grant)  entertained  great  respect 
for  the  opinions  and  anthoritiesof  bis  boo. 
friends  on  the  other  side;  bat  still  he 
most  be  excused '  for  saying,  that  he  felt 
much  more  attached  to  the  evidence  of 
experience ;  and,  if  be  found  that  a  sys- 
tem had  been  acted  on  with  success  for 
half  a  century — when  that  system  was  de- 
parted from,  that  contrary  effects  were 
•  produced— when  he  saw  the  former  sys* 
tern  again  acted  on,  and  again  the  same 
consequences  prodoced-^wbetber  these 
eflfects  necessarily  followed  from  the  sys- 
tems or  not,  he  could  not  resist  the  con- 
viction, that  there  must  be  a  connection 
between  these  opposite  systems  and  their 
effects.  He  could  not  help  saying,  when 
he  saw  one  system  produce  happy  effects, 
and  another  system  produce  consequences 
exactly  the  contrary,  that  he  must  regard 
this  as  something  more  than  the  mere  ef- 
fect of  chance.  He  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  gentlemen  were  bound  to  shew 
him,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  that  there 
were  other  reasons  which  might  have  pro- 
duced, and  bad  produced,  those  effbcts. 
To  judge  of  the  force  of  this  observation, 
he  should  take  the  averages  of  certain 
considerable  periods  at  the  different  times 
he  had  alluded  to,  and  should  see  what 
effect  the  two  contradictory  systems  had, 
at  those  various  periods,  produced  on  the 
price  of  grain.  We  had  no  returns  of  the 
price  of  grain  prior  to  the  year  1005, 
when  the  first  return  of  the  price  of  grain 
was  made.  He  should  state  it  without 
making  any  deduction*  The  average  of 
the  first  1 1  years  was  2L  Us.  6i.  From 
the  year  1620  to  1625  the  average  price 
was  2/.  2i.  S(L  ^bs.  During  Uie  next 
ten  years  the  average  price  was  Qt,  \0$.  5(L 
being  one  sixth  more;  and,  during  the 
following  ten  years,  the  average  price 
was  2L  I7f.  $d.  being  about  one  seventh 
■oore :  or,  during  the  operation  of  the 
system  pursued  m  the  reigns  of  queen 
Eiixabetn  and  king  James,  a  rise  of  about 
16$.  .  Then  the  system  was  reversed,  and 
a  great  rise  took  place  in  the  price  of 
grain ;  but,  about  the  year  1700,  the  old 
iqritem  was  again  rettoied;  and  between 
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that  period  and  the  year  1705,  a  Ml  oP 
more  than  one  fourth  took  place  below 
the  average  which  had  existed  befi»r# 
this  old  system  was  again  called  into  ope<» 
ration.  So  that,  notwithstanding  the* 
lapse  of  160  yean,  and  notwithsiandnig 
the  great  depreciation  of  money  within 
that  period,  the  monied  price  of  corn  was 
then  exactly  the  same. that  it  had  been  160^ 
years  befi^re.— -Then,  once  more,  after 
those  laws  were  again  abolished,  the  ave* 
rage  price  of  corn  rose  within  the  first  20 
years  to  5^  It.  9d. ;  but,  deducting  for 
the  depreciation  of  money,  to  51.  16f. 
being  one  half  as  much  afgain  as  the  ave- 
rage of  the  former  20  years.  So  he  (Mr. 
Grant)  was  'entitled  to  conclude,  from 
what  had  passed  before,  during  the  period 
of,  and  since  those  systems  had  beei» 
acted  upon,  that  those  effects  to  which  be 
had  alluded  were  the  necessary  conse-^ 
quences  of  those  opposite  systems  whicb 
had  at  different  periods  prevailed.  By 
the  one  of  those  systems  oar  exports  in- 
creased, and  by  the  other  our  exports 
were  entirely  done  away,  and  the  impor-^ 
tation  of  com  increased  in  a  proportionate 
degree.  The  variations  in  this  respeci 
we^e  inexplicable  in  any  other  way,  than 
as  being  considered  the  efiects  of  thia 
change  of  system.  Why  our  manufac- 
tures should  increase  and  prosper  while 
our  agriculture  lyas  going  backward,  or 
vice  vef$a,  could  only  ne  accounted  for  on 
this  principle,  that  equal  advantages  were 
not  neld  out  to  both.  No  person  could 
be  a  more  sincere  friend  than  he>  (Mr«. 
Grant)  was  to  a  free  trade ;  but  at  the 
'same  time  he  thought  that  a  firee  trad^ 
shook!  be  extendi  equally  to-  all  the  ob- 
jects of  industry.  To  the  graduated  scale 
proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman  <Mr« 
Huskisfon),  he  (Mr.  Grant)  had  a  strong, 
objection,  because  it  did  not  fix  any  pre-, 
cise  rule,  nor  point  out  to  the  farmer  any 
distinct  point  to  which  he  could  look  for 
the  regulation  of  bia  conduct.  It  was  a^ 
great  error  to  suppose  that  the  value  of 
land  was  raised  by  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  com.  It  was  raised  by  the  in« 
crease  of  the  profit  of  the  farmer,  and  that 
depended  not  on  the  increase  of  the  price 
of  com,  but  on  the  increase  of  the  demand 
for  it.  It  was  so  in  manufactures.  The 
muslin  gown,  worn  at  present,  from  ita 
cheapness,  by  a  woman  of  the  inferior 
classes,  wu  one  which  a  lady  of  rank,  ia 
the  days  of  our  grandmothers,  could 
scarcely  have  afforded  to  purchase.  Yeln 
was  the  nusUn  nanofoctorer  of  th^  pre^ 
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seat  <J|y  ppnorer  Uum  ibe  tauwBa  mtm- 
fftctarer  ei'  former  days  ?  No,  Becanee, 
although  the  price  of  bis  maAukcture 
had  80  considerably  diminished,  yet  the 
demand  for  it  had  iiior^  than  proportion* 
ably  increasefd.  His  profits,  liko  these  of 
the  farmers,  depended  on  the  t^nantity 
which  be  could  produce,  and  that  again 
depended  on  the  capital  which  be  was 
able  to  employ.  It  was  another  error  to 
say  that  the  price  of  labour  dejpended  en 
the  price  of  corn.  America  and  the  Ne« 
therlands,  as  contrasted  with  Holland,  af- 
forded sufficient  refutations  of  this  asser- 
tion.  The  price  of  laboor,  like  the  price 
of  every  thing  else,  depended  on  the  de- 
mand tor  it.  In  times  of  scarcity  labour 
was  cheaper  than  the  average  price,  and 
in  tiroes  of  plenty  dearer;  fanecaiise  in 
times  of  scarcity  the  labourer  was  com- 
pelled to  work  more,  and  in  times  ef 
plenty  he  was  induced  to  work  less,  than 
bis  average  allowance.  If  the  committee 
would  refer  to  the  enquiry  made  by  the 
Hduse  of  Lords,  in  1812,  into  the  existing 
distresses  of  the  manufacturing  districts, 
they  would  find  it  esublished  by  evi- 
dence^ that  those  distresses  arose,  not 
from  the  price  of  corn,  but  from  the  want 
ci  employment.  He  was  anxious  to  sa* 
tisfy  the  committee  that  the  question  be- 
fore them  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  en- 
joymenU  of  the  people,  even  if  the  effect 
of  the  regulation  were  to  raise  the  average 
price  of  corn,  which  he  was  satisfied  ijt 
would  not  be.  There  wero  two  great  ob- 
jects Vvhich  the  legislature  ought  to  have 
in  contemplation  on  this  subject;  the 
first,  to  keep  com  at  as  steady  a  price  as 
possible;  the  second,  to  supply  some  fund 
for  occasional  deficiencies.  He  was  firm- 
ly persuaded,  that  this  coantry  would  de- 
pend on  itself  for  its  supply,  and  it  ought 
to  do  80.  What  haeard  could  result  from 
making  it  do  so  ?  A  free  exportation  had 
been  already  enacted;  If  to  this  were 
added  such  a  demand  in  the  home 
itearket  as  would  induce  the  farmer  to  cul- 
tivate more  industriously,  in  the  hope  of 
a  fair  profit,  that  desirable  object  would 
be  attained.  Although  he  was  disposed 
to  go  further  than  the  proposed  Resolu- 

^  tion— -althoagh  be  would  willingly  return 
to  those   laws,    from  the  period  of  the 

-  abandonment  of  which  the  decay  of  the 
country   had    commenced,  ,an4    give    a 

'  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  corn-->yet 
even  the  adoption  of  this  limited  measure 
be  was  convinced  would  render  a&  an  exr 
porting  coMQtry;   without  being  whidi. 
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we  eo«1d  tierer  ^rficienUy  fwd  if asttat 
a  recairenoe  of  the  «vils  wnick  we  bad 
endured  fnam  the  enormous  variatioM  that 
had  of  late  years  occurred  in  the  price  of 
grain.  On  all  these  grounds,  be  tbwild 
give  bis  most  cordial  support  to  the  pto* 
position  of  the  fight  hon.  gentleman* 

Mr.  FraMmd  Leufis  expressed  ,liis 
complete  and  unshaken  conviction,  that  if 
the  subject  were  left  to  itself,  the  coaqtry 
would  be  placed  entirely  oat  of  danger 
with  respect  to  it.  It  was  strange,  that,, 
although  it  was  generally  admitted  in 
theory,  that  all  legislative  interference  in 
matters  of  feed  and  commerce  was  pemi* 
cioos,  yet  this  maxim  seemed  invariably 
to  be  Jaid  aside,  as  something  too  good 
for  practice.  The  committee  ought  to 
follow  the  example  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  did 
all  he  could  to  set  the  Uade  of  the  conn* 
try  five  from  restrictions ;  and  that  with  a 
view  not  only  to  relieve  our  own  commer- 
cial syslem,buttointroduce  the  same  liberal 
spirit  into  the  commercial  system  of  other 
nations*  One  great  tendency  of  ibis  en- 
lightened policy  was,  to  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  peace ;  as  it  was  well  known  ia 
history  that  nothing  had  more  effectually 
fomented  war,  than  those  petty  jealeusiea 
add  qnarrels  which  had  arisen  from  the 
commercial  regulations  of  di^erent  states 
Unless  the  agricultnral  interest  should  show 
a  sound  reason  for  departing  from  this  prin* 
ciple  (which  he  contended  they  bad  not 
hitherto  done),  it  ouglH  to  be  tenaciously 
adhered  to.  As  it  was,  it  was  profed  by 
an  official  dociunent,  that  jit  the  present 
mosaent  grain  could  not  be  imported  firosR. 
the  Baltic  at  a  lower  price  than  78f. ;  and 
that  without  including  the  profit  of  tba 
merchant*  With  that  addition,  grain  so 
imported  could  not  be  sold  in  the  English 
market  under  84  or  85f.  Did  not  this 
fact  afford  an  absolute  proof  that  tha 
agricultural  interest  was  in  no  dan« 
ger?  Had  not  the  farkner  all  the  pro* 
tection  by  it  which  he  could  hope  or  da-* 
sire  ?  As  to  tb^  large  TmportationB  which 
of  late  years  had  at  various  periods  taken 
place,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  agricul* 
tural  interest  had  materially  benefitted  by 
them ;  for,  by  sustaining  the  eonnBous 
growth  of  our  manufactures  and  papula* 
tion,  they  had  eventually  raised  our  agri« 
cultural  system  to  the  astonishing  perfect 
tion  to  whicb  it  had  arrived.  At  inters 
vals  during  this  period  of  •  increase,  Am 
counuy  had  .ex^rienced  a  starcity 
amoMuing  almost  to  famine  $  and  thm»* 
fore,  had  not  tl^e  increasing<i^m«fiict«rii^ 
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po9\i1flAioii  been  iii)4ataiMd>  and  nnntA, 
sod  €befi«hed>  ^d  fo»tor(ed»  by  tbe  very 
impoMTiaiion  which  was  ^ow  ooioplained 
of,  it  would  not  at  preaent  be  id  existence. 
Ip  faifl  ofinioD^  f  Heady  prkje  was  tnort 
Ijkely  .t«  ^retail  with,  a  fret  trade  than 
with  a  restricted  Importation^;  lor  the 
only  rational  hope  of  reoaedying  a  local 
iocoBvettience  waa*  by  baring  recourse  to 
a  wider  surface  of  the  world.  The  argu» 
ment,  that  parliament  mnst  continue. to 
legislate  on  the  subject,  because  it  had 
.i^lready  legislated  so  much,  was  absurd* 
What  was  the  object  of  all  the  legislative 
provisions  that  had  from. time  to  time 
been  made  i  To  remedy  the  evib  ocoa- 
.  aioned  by  previous  legislative  previsions 
oil  the  same  subject.  What  had  been  the 
object  of  the  Act  of  1668  ?  To  destroy 
two  obooxiQus  preceding  Acts.  What  had 
been  the  objects  of  the  51  Acts  that  had 
MOce  passed?  Did  not  each  of  them,  in 
succession,  proclaim  the  failure  and  im-> 
perfection  of  its  predecessor?  He  must 
oppose  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  W.  P.  1\  L.  WttteUfy  supported 
^e  proposition  ma^e  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  convinced  as  he  was  that  the  agri* 
culture  of  the  country  was  brought  t6  such 
a  state  of  perfection  as  would,  at  least, 
easily  enable  us  to  supply  our  own  con-* 
sumption  of  grain. 

Mr.  Rose  contraded,  in  opposition  to 
the  arguments  of  an  hon^  gentleman  op- 
posite, th^t  the  high  price  of  bread  was  of 
material  importance  to  the  labourer ; 
and  that  either  he  most  seriously  suffer,  or 
it  must  be  made  up  to  him  by  an  increase 
of  wages.  Adverting  *to  former  regula* 
tioos,  he  shewed  that  it  had  uniformly 
proved  injurious  to  fix  the  price  of  com 
by  parliamentary  e«actment.  In  179 1  it 
had  been  raised  6s,  a  quarter  ;  in  1S04  it 
had  been  raised  l7t.  The  ri«e  now  pro* 
posed  was  40«.  a  quarter ;  and  be  would 
venture  to  assert,  that  if  the  committee 
adopted  the  Resolution,  106t.  a  quarter 
would  very  shortly  be  the  minimum. 

Mr.  Hutkision  argoed  at  considerable 
length,  to  prove  that  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  make  this  an  exporting  country,  by  re- 
verting to  the  system  of  onr  ancestors. 
The  increased  population  of  the  country 
had,  he  believed,  compelled  our  agricul- 
tnrists  to  cultivate  land  that  our  ancestors 
woald  jiave  rejected.  It  had  been  truly 
said  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  4he 
protecting  price  would  not  be  the  price 
at. which  corn  would  be  sold  in  the!  home 
aarlfiftt.   JBoEperiancc,  and  ttie  ^e^ideiico  of 
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the  elustinig  case»  proved  this.  If  lasi 
year  the  price  at  which  importation  was  t^ 
be  prohibited  had  been  fii^d  at  05«^ 
coukl  it  be  serioilsly  thought  by  apy  one 
that  corn  would  be  now  selling  at  95s*  ? 
Was  not  the  present  price  the  consequence 
of  our  own  abundant  supply  ?  He  by  no 
means  wished  that  com  should  be  dear. 
He  wished  it  to  be  cheap,  provided  thai 
cheapness  was  the,  rtaiult  of  the  capital  and 
the  industry  of  this  country.  He  dia- 
claimed  having  said  that  S7s.  ought  to  be 
the  lowest  price ;  and  he  preferred  a  gra«* 
duated  scale  to  a  fixed  prohibition,  as  i| 
w^uld  afford  greater  facilities  for  keeping 
do^a  the  price  if  it  should  become  too  ' 
high.  Nothing  could  be  more  simple  or 
intelligible  than  the  application  of  this 
scale.  The  foreign  imjp^ter  would  know 
that  every  shilKng  that  corn  ros^  or  fell 
would  operate  to  theextent  of  two  sbll^ 
liADH  on  his  importation.  A  much  mora 
complicated  scale  was  applied  to  the  im«i 
portation  of  sugar,  but  no  difficulty  arost 
iFrom  that  circumstance.  Nor  would  theto 
be  any  difficulty  in  the  application  i>i  thtt 
graduated  scale  to  Ireland  ;  akbough,  sit  i| 
was  not  likely  that  ttiere  would'  be  much 
importattoninthatcoontry,  a  loweraveraga 
might  perhaps  be  taken  for  it.  He  per« 
fectly  coincided  in  the  suggestion  ef  l»is 
right  hon«  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  leave  the. subject  open  to 
revision  at  no  very  distant  period,  impossi- 
ble as  it  was  to  foresee  the  various  circnas^ 
stances  and  changes  vvbieh  might  oceur# 
operative  upon  iu  By  the  present  pro«< 
vision,  however^  the  ensuing  alarm  would 
be  allayed — not  among  the  landholders^ 
for  he  was  persuaded  that  they  had  no 
greedy  or  grasping  expectatioos-^but 
among  the  oocufHers  of  land,  who  had  a 
claim  on  the  justice  of  parliament  to  pvo^ 
tact  their  interests  from  deterioration. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  committee 
wpuld  adopt  the  graduated  ^cale,  as  il 
would  do  enough,  ^nd  not  do  more  tha|ii| 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  D.  GifUfy  approved  of  the  proposit 
tion  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Foster)^ 
in  preference  to  the  graduated  scale ;  but 
thought  5L  too-  high  a  price  to  fix.  If  he 
were  called  upon  to  name  a  sum,  he  should 
say  S^. 

Mr.  Taster  expressed  his  readiness,  pr»4 
vided  the  principle  of  his  proposition  were 
acceded  to  by  the  committee^  to  fill  up  the 
blank  with  84s,  ojr  with  any  other  sum 
that,  in  their  judgment,  would  be  Expe- 
dient   W.ith  their  leave^  he  woald  wilh- 
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draw  his  resolution,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  that  alteration  in  it. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  hi9  right  bon.  friend  need  not  do  that 
until  the  committee  had  determined  wbe* 
ther  or  not  to  adopt  the  graduated '  scale 
proposed  by  his  bon.  friend.  That  was 
the  question  upon  which  th6y  were  now 
called  upon  to  decide;  and  for  one,  he 
should  pronounce  an  nnequirocal  affir* 
inative. 

Lord  Milum  agreed  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr;  Foster)  in  his  ob- 
jection to  a  graduated  scale. 

Mr.  Cmming  thought  the  graduated  scale 
was  the  least  objectionable  measure,  as 
doing  least*  for  he  had  considerable 
doubu  whether  it  wasnecessarv  or  proper 
to  do  any  thine  but  what  had  been  done ; 
namely,  the  allowing  the  free  exportation 
of  grain.  But  as  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  erect  his  judgmetat  against  the  com- 
mittee, he  should  agree  to  the  graduated 
scale;  not  precluding  himself,  on  any 
iMture  stage,  from  examining  it,  if  he 
should  then  think  proper.  He  hoped, 
how«v«r,  thai  no  legislative  measore  would 
be  adopted  on  any  resolution  which  was 
not  unanimously  adopted,  without  a  due 
time  being  allowed  to  make  it  known  to 
the  country.  Whaterer  measure  was 
adopted,  he  hoped  would  be  merely 
-temporary. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  he 
intended  to  propose,  that  whatever  mea- 
sure was  adopted  should  be  temporary ; 
and  that  he  should  not  attempt  to  carry 
any  measure  quickly  into  a  law  which  was 
not  unanimdUsly  received. 

'Mr.  Wctiem  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  the  graduated  scale,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  afford  no  sure  protection  to 
the  farmer. 

Sir  /.  Newport  said,  he  should  support 
the  graduated  scale,  not  as  the  best  mea- 
sure possible,  but  the  best  which  it  was 
probable  would  be  carried. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Hus* 
kisson,  Foster,  and  H.  Thorntoui  the  House 
divided. 

For  Mr.  Foster's  Amendment    -    60 

AgAinstit .81 

Majority    ....    ..^i. 

The  Resolution,  in  iu  original  form,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wednesdi^,  Mey  18. 
, '  CmL  LiBjuiTY.]   Earl  Stmikopc  jrose  to 
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more.the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  tir 
abolish  Mesne  Process.  In  order  to  pre- 
vent any  misinterpretation  of  his  senti- 
ments respepting  lawyers,  he  observed, 
that  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  as  in  all 
other  professions,  there  were  good,  ba^, 
and  indifferent  indiriduals ;  but  there  was 
this  marked  distinction  between  that  and 
other  professions,  that  those  who  belonged 
to  the  legal  profession,  and  who  possessed 
integrity  and  ability,  and  a  desire  to  do 
right,  had  more  power  to  do  ffood,  and 
were  more  valuable  members  of  society, 
than  any  other  persons;  while  on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  were  guided  by  difl^rent 
motives,  and  were  instigated  to  do  wrong,  • 
it  was  in  their  power  to  do  more  mischief 
than  could  be  done  by  any  other  class  of 
men.  The  preamble  of  the  Bill  which  he 
had  introduced  to  their  lordships,  afier  re- 
citing Magna  Charta,  went  on  to  declare 
that  mesne  process  was  contrary  to  the 
ancient  law  of  the  land.  On  this  point 
the  lord  chiefjustioeofthecoortof  fiaog^a 
Bench  had  thought  proper  to  contradid 
him,  and,  in  order  to  establish  his  proposi* 
tion,  had  quoted  three  acts  of  parliament 
which  he  (lord  Stanhope)  knew  were 
actually  not  in  existence,  having  all  beeir 
repjealed  shortly  after  they  had  been  passed. 
This  foct  he  pretty  well  knew  at  the  time 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice's  statement;  but 
he  thought  that  it  would  not  be  respectful 
to  their  lordships,  or  the  person  who  had 
made  such  a  confident  assertion,  to  c<m« 
tradict  it  without  due  examination.  Alter 
having  closely  examined  the  statute  bool^ 
he  would  now  distinctly  declare,  that  it 
did  not  contain  one. single  Act  in  support 
of  mesne  process.  With  respect  to .  the 
first  statute,  that  of  Henry  3,  it  did  not  go 
on  the  principle  of  mesne  process,  Mt 
only  to  atuch  the  bodies  of  those  not  pos- 
sessing lands  or  tenements,  who  might 
withdraw  themselves,  to  compel  them  ta 
render  an  account,  and  not  to  pay.  But 
eren  if  it  ifere  not  so,  still  this  statat* 
afforded  no  contradiction  to  the  preamble 
in  his  Bill,  that  mesne  process  was  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  the  land;  for  it  bad 
been  repealed.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  had 
quoted  two  other  statutes,  which  had  both 
been  also  repealed.  There  was  knowledge 
in  a  lord  chief  justice!  The  Act  of  Ed  wtal 
1,  which  was  the  next,  extended  the 
attachment  to  all  receivers,  and  they  were 
to  be  imprisoned  in  irons  !  There  was  e 
beautiful  act  for  a  fi-iend  of  liberty  to> 
quote !  Would  the  chief  justice  renture 
at  this  day  to  put  that  Aa  in  ezecntioa  i^ 
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One  of  his  own  (earl  Stanhope's)  receitertf 
Vas  a  professional  man.  Suppose  that  %t 
the  time  when  he  ought  to  account,  one 
of  his  clients  came  to  him,  and  insisted  on 
having  his  will  made  without  delay;  or 
toppo^e  a  client  wanted  to  hare  a  marriage 
settlement  prepared,  and  wonld  not  con- 
sent to  a  moment's  delay ;  was  he  (earl 
£kanho|>e)  to  put  him  in  irons  because  he 
did  not  immeaiately  make  up  his  accounts? 
Another  of  his  receivers  was  a  justice  of 
peace.  Was  he  to  imprison  a  justice  of 
peace  and  put  him  in  irons  ?  Then,  there 
was  another  Act  of  Edward  3,  but  all  these 
were  gone.  The  spirit  of  the  ancient  law 
then,  was,  that  none  should  be  imprisoned 
but  af%er  trial  by  his  peers.  Mtigna  Cbarta 
was  in  our  old  statutes  called  the  great 
Charter  of  our  liberties.  It  was  less  re- 
spected now.  It  was  stated  to  be  a  decla- 
ration of'  the  old  common  law.  Why 
then,  it  might  be  asked,  had  it  been  passed  ? 
For  the  same  reason  that  the  Bill  of  Rights 
was  passed  after  the  violations  of  the  law 
by  James  2.  By  the  25th,  57th,  S8th,  and 
42d  of  toward  S,  no  one  was  to  beimpri- 
soned  till  he  was  put  upon  his  defence.  The 
next  Act  that  bore  on  the  subject  was  that 
passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  4,  for  the 
regulation  of  attorniesi  the  number  of 
which  it  stated  to  be  very  mischievous  to 
the  community.  It  called  them  •*  conten- 
tious;" and  if  their  lordships  preferred 
that  phrase  to  **  pettifoggers,''  be  should 
have  no  objection  to  substitute  it  in  his  Bill. 
It  went  on  to  limit  the  number  of  attomies, 
''  t6  prevent  them  from  being  vexatipus  lo 
the  people,"  and  fixed  the  number  at  six 
in  Norfolk,  six  in  Suflblk,  and  two  in  Nor- 
wich. He  would  to  God  their  lordships 
would  noWcoqnt  the  attomies,  and  reduce 
them  to  that  number!  On  thb  subject, 
there  had  been  continual  battles,  between 
the  enemies  of  liberty,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  those  who  supported  liberty,  justice, 
and  common  sense,  on  the  other.  Per- 
petual encroachments  were  made,  and  as 
perpetual  efforu  to  pot  them  down.  Ad- 
verting to  the  preamble  of  the  8th  of  Eliza- 
beth he  expressed  his  readiness,  if  required, 
to  substitute  that  for  his  own.  It  repro- 
bated, as  his  did,  the  arrest  or  attachment 
of  persons,  against  whom,  when  they  were 
brought  to  answer,  no  declaration  was 
made,  and  who  were  thereby  exposed  to 
great  hardship  and  expence;  and  the  Bill 
enacted,  that  a  declaration  should  be  put 
in,  in  three  days  from  the  arrest^ — and  not 
delayed,  as  it  now  might  be,  for  seven 
months  i  which  was  a  most  horrible  in- 


justice, and  contrary  to  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.  A  great  legal  man  had  once 
told  him,  that  he  could  not  reconcile 
mesne  process  to  any  principle  of  reason  . 
or  common  sense.  Many  instances  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  of  the  shameful 
hardships  consequent  upon  it.  A  naval 
officer  whom  he  knew,  aner  an  absence  of 
four  years,  returned  home,  not  owing  a 
single  shilling;  but,  by  direction  of  some 
harptes  of  attorhies,  he  was  arrested 
in  ten  minutes  afler  his  landing  at  Chat« 
ham,  and  must  have  gone  to  gaol,  had 
it  not  been*  for  a  npble  admiral,  and  a 
tradesman  of  the  town,  who  i>ecame  bail 
for  him.  The  whole  originated  in  a  mis- 
take. The  naval  officer  went  to  consuls 
a  lawyer  on  the  occasion.  The  lawyer 
told  him,  that  the  event  of  a  law-suit  must 
inevitably  be  in  his  favour.  When  asked, 
however,  how  much  the  suit  would  cost, 
he  replied,  not  above  100/.!  Now  as  the 
sum  for  which  he  had  been  unjustly  ar- 
rested was  but  30/.  the  naval  officer 
begged  Ihe  lawyer's  pardon,  and  said  he 
should  prefer  paying  the  money  demanded. 
He  had  seen,  within  the  last  fortnight, 
another  officer  who  had  returned  home 
after  spending  17  years  in  his  MajestyTs 
service.  He  owed  a  person  20/.  which  he 
had  never  paid,  because  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  his  creditor  desiring  him  to  suit 
his  own  convenience.  He  was,  however, 
pounced  upon  by  mesne  process;  And  to 
how  much  did  theiir  Iprdships  imagine  a 
conscientious  attorney  contrived  to  run  up 
the  cosU  in  two  months?  To  150/. !  Was 
not  this  scandalous?  Wa^  the  authority 
for  such  a  nefarious  practice  to  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  on  the  statute  book  ? 
Another  person^  a  respectable  merchant  of 
the  nama  of  Made  (his  were  not  sham 
cases),  having  gained  a  law-suit,  gave  his 
-attorney  power  to  receive  the  proceeds. 
To  his  great  surprise,  however,  the  attor- 
ney, without  asking  leave,  reserved  out  of 
these  proceecfs  SO/,  for  himself.  Mr.^ 
Maule,  on. this,  appHed  to  ^n  honest  at* 
torney  (a  plant  of  rare  ^owth),  who 
scratched  out  most  of  the  charges,  and 
signed  his  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  bill. 
On  Mr.  Maulers  expostulating  with  the 
first  man  on  his  exorbitance,  the  insolent 
answer  was,  ''  if  the  money  is  an  object  to 
you,  it  is  none  to  me ;  take  it  back."  Th^ 
more  be  investigated,  these  subject^,  the 
more  he  was  persuaded,  that  .as  the 
mystery  of  special  pleaders  was  to  annul 
common-sense  (an  opinion  which  he  had 
before  idvance^  ^  that  l^use),  so  the 
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mystery  of  ftttd>fiiei  wu  to  anmil  commoQ 
bonestji.  Hudibras  had  TCfy  jostly  ftod 
very  finely  apostrophized  them  :•— 

<<  You  pettifoggers !  damn  your  souls ! 

^<  Who  share  with  knaves  in  cheating  fools!*' 

The  mesne  process  wae  peculiarly  ioja-» 
rioQs  to  commerce.  A  merchant  could  not 
always  command  his  qapital ;  and  if  sod* 
denly  attacked,  he  must  frequently  stop 
payment  and  be  ruined  ;  for  bail  was  not 
always  to  be  obtained. '  The  other  day  a 
merchiint,  so  arrested  by  mistake,  was 
fuined  in  consequence,  the  circumstance 
kaving  completely  thrown  him  on  hia 
back.  And  in  one  of  the  ablest  and  best 
reasoned  letters  that  he  bad  ever  read,  it 
was  obsenred  by  the  writer,  that  iie  would 
rather  trest  a  man  with  a  smaller  capftal  if 
there  were  do  mesne  process  in  existence, 
than  a  man  with  a  large  capital  if  the 
mesne  process  were  in  force;  because  the 
mesne  ptocess  might  bankrupt  the  one, 
Irem  which  eTil'the  otlier  might  be 
exempt.  On  that  subject  much  useful  in- 
formation  would  be  found  in  an  admirable 
pamphlet,  written  by  a  barrister  well 
known  in  Westminster  and  at  the  West- 
minster elections,  Mr.  Jennings,  entitled, 
•*  A  Free  Enquiry  into  the  merits  of  lord 
Redeedalc's '  Bill/'  There  was  another 
class  of  persons  to  whom  mesne  process 
was  very  injurious.  He  appealed  to  the 
bishops,  some  of  whom  had  once  been  poor 
themselves,  in  behalf  of  their  poor  brethren. 
A  reverend  clergyman,  with  a  largefamily, 
oppressed  by  illness  and  other  evils,  might 
be  suddenly  taken  by  mesne  process  and 
dragged  to  gaol,  there  to  lie,  exposed,  per- 
haps, tathe  severest  rigours  of  wintar,  for 
seven  months,  without  knowiitg  why,-  afid 
^§or  12  or  15  months  without  a  trtal  of  his 
case.  This  English  slave  trade  was  worse 
than  the  African  slave  trade.  The  African 
slave  trade  affected  only  individual  ne- 
groes; but  in  this  not  only  the  individual 
immediately  afiTected  was  in  all  probability 
ruined;  but  when  he  fell,  others  fell  in 
succession,  like  a  set  of  nine- pins.  As, 
Sfaeveiere,  their  fordships,  in  their  justice, 
bmnanity,  «ad  p<»licy,  had  abolished  the 
African  slaxe  trade,  he  trusted  they  would 
assist  him  -in  abolishing  this  English  slave 
trade,  which  was  more  cruel  because  ap- 
plicable to  a  greaur  number  of  persons. 

Lord  Elknborougk  repeated  his  assertion 
en  a.fbrnier  eveningf,  that  the  recital  in,  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
ftoble  lord — aaiBely,  that  mesne  process 
was  oontrary^  to  the  anoieM  hw  of  the 
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land-— wasfunfeiinded ;  end  edded,  that  do 
dij3hrence  was  Aade  in  the  question,  eren 
were  the  three  statutes  to  which  be  had 
referred  repealed,  which  he  did  not  be« 
lieve  they  were.  But  if  *  be  bad  only 
quoted  the  53d  of  Henry  3,  (enacted  so 
soon  after  Magna  Charta),  it  would  appear 
by  that  statute,  that  persons  were  tbe« 
liable  to  be  held  to  bail  on  mesne  process. 
The  preamble  of  the  Bill  stated,  that  at^ 
tacbments,  of  the  nature  to  which  the  BiH 
referred,  were  against  Magna  Charta; 
That  he^Kisitively  denied.  They  were  ss 
old  as  the  law.  Arrest  for  contempt  was 
essential  to  the  protection  of  all  the  coerts 
of  justice,  and  was  coeral  with  the  esta* 
blifl^iment  of  those  courts.  It  was  a  per- 
verted* view  of  Magna  Charta  to  say,  thet 
mesne  process  was  in  contradiction  to  it. 
But  if  it  had  been  so,  was  Viot  a  stibaeqaent 
legislative  proceeding— that  of  the  53d  of 
Henry  3,  eaually  potent }  At  all  evenu 
the  Act  of  Henry  6,  in  1444,  defined  the 
mode  in  which  persons  arrested  on  mesne 
prOcew  should  be  delivered  .on  putting  iO 
bail  to  the  sheriflT;  so  that  the  practice 
which  the  noble  lord  had  pronounced 
contrary  to  the  ancient  law  of  the  land, 
had  unquestionably  existed  570  years. 
Since  that  period,  certainly,  every  thing 
h^d  been  dione  to  ftiitigate  the  erils  and 
inconveniencies  of  arrests.  By  the  statute 
of  the  13th  Charles  2,  the  material  altera- 
tion was  introduced,  that  unless  a  party 
stated  the  true  cause  of  action,  he  could 
not  hold  to  bail  for  a  larger  sum  tben  401. 
That  Act  also,  let  it  be  observed,  referred 
in  its  preamble  to  the  antiquity  of  mesne 
process;  for  the  preamble  commenced 
thus :  *'  Whereas  by  (he  ancient  and  fub* 
damental  law  of  the  land,  &c."  Still, 
however,  it  was  not  provided,  thai  the 
party  should  swear  to  the  cause  of  actloa 
until  the  12th  of  Geo.  1,  which  enacted, 
that  unless  a  party  made  affidavit  of  the 
cause  of  action,  he  should  not  bold  to  bail 
for  a  sum  less  than  10/.  in  the  supetio^ 
and  40s.  in  the  inferior  courts.  By  a  re- 
cent Bill  the  sum  of  10/.  had  been  in- 
creased to  T5h  at  which  it  stood.  la 
actions  of  trover, .  in  which  the  valoe  was 
very  uncertain,  the  judges  ha(d  interfered, 
and  had  declared  that  no  person  should  m 
future  be  held  to  bail  in  trover,  but  under 
an  especial  order  of  the  court.  And  h 
bad  so  happened,  that  few  instances  had 
occurred  in  which  parties  in  trover  were 
allowed  to  hold  to  bail  at  all.  In  cases  ia 
which  parties  sought  their  remedy  by 
•etioRi  if  it  prored  te  be  a  mftliciow  pM^ 
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eeeding— -ify  lor  lOMMice, '  in  a  oase  id  | 
which  \00l.  wat  toogbt  only  20A  wat  r^ 
eorared,  the  parties  so  proeeediag  not  only 
did  not  obtain  their  own  costs^  bat  were 
compelled  by  the  cO«rt  to  pay  the  costs , 
of  the  defiewdant.    Soon  after  he  had  the 
honour  to  fill  the  judkial  situation  which 
he  held,  a  noble  lord   brovfht  into  the 
Hooae  a  Bill  sknilar  io  the  one  now  pro*' 
posed.     On  that  occasion,  the  late  lord 
Kenyon,    an  individual  of  unim^ached 
jastice  and  humanity,  having  inquired  how 
many  persons  arrested  on  mesne  process 
paid  at  once,  and  having  found  that  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  that  was  done,,  op- 
posed  the  Bill,  and  argued  as  he  (lord 
Ellenborough)  did,  that  however  painful 
the  usage  might  be  in  some  cases,  yet 
that  in  a  great  multitude    of   instances 
nothing  could  he  more  heneficial  or  more 
humane    to    the   parties   arrested.    The 
nohU  lord  had  treated  the  subject  as  if  it 
had  become  peculiarly  texatious  at  the 
preseBt  aH>ment.    He   would    distinctly 
deny  the  inference,  that  the  laws  were 
strained  for  the  oppression  of  the  subject. 
Every  possible  care  was  taken  to  qualify 
and  mitigate  them  by  tbie  superintending 
▼igilance  of  the  eonrts  of  justice.     If  any 
abuse  existed  in  the  courts  of  Westminster- 
Hali,  if  any  act  of  oppressive  severity  had 
taken  place  in  them,  he  called  on  the 
noble  lord  to  adduce  it.    Situated  aa  he 
was,  it  might  not  be  seemly  in  him  to 
^peak  highly  of  the  profession  of  the  law ; 
and  yet  there  were  occasions,  (and  this 
appeared  to  be  one)  in  which  a  member, 
however  unworthy,  of  a  profession  was 
called  upon,  in  justice  to  that  profession, 
to  disclaim  the  imputations  which  had 
heen  thrown  upon  it.     He  had  sufficiently 
proved,  that  the  usage  in  question  was  in 
conformity  to  the  ancient  law,  and  was 
not  a  vexatious  innovation;    If  the  noble 
lord  continuad  to  attack  it,  therefore,  he 
must  attack  it  on  another  principle.     On 
this  subject  he  would  trouble  the  House  no 
longer.     He  bad  heen  induced  to  smile  at 
•ome  of  the  noble  lord's  ohservations ;  hut 
ihat  was  the  only  compliment  he  could 
pay  him. 

Lord  MoUand  could  not  permit  this  sub- 
ject to  pass  without  saying  a  few  words, 
in  consequence  of  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  and  learned  lord.  He  must  say, 
that,  with  respect  to  the  antiquity  of  im- 
prisonment under  mesne  process,  it  was 
oetter  known  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
and  to  his  noble  friend  (earl  Stanhope) 
than  to  himself;  hut  thara  waa  noifauiR 
.    (VOLXXVU.) 


stated  on  th»  other  side  which  convinced 
him  that  it  was  not  contrary  lo  the  antient 
law  of  the  land.  When  he  mentioned  the 
law  of  the  l?.nd,  he  did  not  mean  any 
statute  since  the  reign  of  Richard  ^,  hut 
what  was  hefave  that  reign  considered  the 
common  law.  But  whether  tt  wer^  of 
jnore  antient  or  modern  existence,  be  con^ 
curred  in  giving  bis  vote  for  the  present 
measure,  because  h^  was  convinced  the 
law  of  arrest  was  liable  to  great  abuse ; 
and  it  had  rarely  answerad  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended,  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt.  Upon  a  former  exa- 
mination it  was  found,  that  in  the  majority, 
of  cases  of  imprisonment  the  debt  was 
never  paid.  He  was  not  pi'epared  to  say 
hut  manv  words  might  he  altered  in  the 
Bill,  and  many  altcratioos  introduced  into 
it  in  the  committee;  hut  even  then  it 
mi^ht  be  found,  from  other  difficulties,  in- 
expedient to  pass  such  a  measure  ;  yet  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  support  the  prin- 
ciple ;  for  it  had  always  heen  his  opinion, 
and  remained  so  loihe  pi^iesent  day,  that 
imprisonment  of  the  debtor  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  law  itself,  and  that  it  com- 
pletely failed  in  accomplishing  its  true 
object,  which  was  the  recovery  of  the 
debt.  The  nohle  and  learned  lord  had  not 
treated  his  nohle  friend's  Bill  with  %he 
candour  that  usually  belonged  to  him ; 
hut  if  the  expressions  were  not  technical, 
he  liked  them  the  better;  for  he  was 
anxious  that  acts  of  parliament  should  he 
so  ^ame<l  as  to  meet  not  only  the  under- 
standing of  their  lordships,  and  men  learnad 
in  the  law,  bat  also  that  of  the  people  in 
general.  The  nohle  lord  concluded  by 
expressing  very  strongly  his  concurrence 
in  the  principle  of  the  measure. 

The  Lord  CktmceUor  put  the  question 
from  the  woolsack ;  when  a  division  was 
called  for,  and  strangers  were  ordared  to 
withdraw. 

The  House  having  divided,  the  numbers 
were— 

Contenu     • 10 

Not  Contents    -    -    -    -    -    -    4S 

Majority  against  the  second  reading  3S 

Earl  Stanhope  next  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  the  protection  of 
poof  debtors  ;  when  the  question  was  put, 
and  negatived  without  a  division. 

BOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

'  Wedrmday,  Ifuy  18. 
Rbport   ok  tbb  CQWff  Tbam.!    Mr. 
(3Q) 
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Cordon  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  House,  od  the  re*eofnmitted  Report 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
to  whom  it  wat  referred  to  consider  of 
the  motion  made  opoh  the  'Jnd  instant, 
that  it  is  expedient  that  the  exportation 
of  corn>  grain,. meal,  malt,  and  floor,  from 
any  part  of  the  United  K'mgdom,  should 
be  permitted  at  all  times  without  the  pay- 
ment of  any  duty,  and  without  receiving 
any  bounty  wbate?er,  the  Resolution  they 
bad  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House  ; 
and  which  was  as  follows : 

1«  Resolved,  That  it  is  ^expedient  that 
the  several  duties  now  payable  in  respect 
of  all  «orn,  grain,  meal.'  and  fTour,  im- 
ported into  the  United  Kingdom,  should 
cease  and  ^ieterminie;  and,  that  the  se- 
veral duties  in  the  following  schedule 
shall  be  paid  in  lieu  thereof,  for  a  time  to 
be  limited. 

^  The  Schedule  of  Duties  will  be  found  in 
pp.  725,  726. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  E^cchequer 
moved,  that  the  House  should  adopt  the 
Resolution. 

Mr.  Ca2cr4^  said,  it  would  be  necessary 
fof  him  to  make  a  great^eal  more  inquiry 
into  this  subject,  before,  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country,  he  could 
come  to  any  determination  upon  it.  He 
considered  the  proposition  as  totally  in- 
applicable to  this,  country.  It  was  as 
much  the  interest  of  land-owners  that  there 
should  be  an  abundant  supply  of  corn  at  a 
moder^tte  rate  to  the  people,*as  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  people  themselves.  He  al- 
lowed, that  it  was  necessary  rents  should 
rise  in  proportion  to  the  ex  pence  of 
Kving ;  but  if  other  things  fell,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  rents  ought  not  to  fall  also, 
when  land  was  let  too  high.  In  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  where  land  was  let  a  great  deal 
loo  high,  iSothiDg  but  the  adoption  of  a 
proposition  like  that  now  before  the  House 
could  keep  them  from  falling.  He  merely 
took  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
word?,  that  J^e  might  not  be  pledged  to 
any  system,  unless  be  saw  his  way  much 
clearer  than  he  did  at  present. 

Mr.  Alderman  Jtkins  said,  the  hon. 
baronet  kifew  very  well  that  the  principle 
of  the  Report  obtained  his  approbation  in 
Ihe  committee ;  but  the  Report  had  b^n 
io  altered  from  wbat  he  thought  to  be  the 
understanding  of  the  committee,  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  it  without  farther  en- 
quiry. It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  sum  to 
be  fixed  by  them  ought  not  to  go  beyond 
9Q9, ;  and  it  wai  hisiotjention  therefore  to 
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propose,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Reaoli^r 
tion,  to  begin  with  a  duty  of  20s.  when 
the  price  was  60s,;  15f.  when  the  price 
was  65s.  and  so  on,  the  duty  regularly 
decreasing  in  the  same  proportion,  till  the 
price  came  to  %0s,  when  it  should  cease. 
Till  he  saw  that  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  could  not  go  on  without  a  inesuure. 
like  the  present,  be  was  unwilling  to 
consent  to  a  prohibition  of  the  importation 
of  grain. 

Mr.  PoU  Carextt  had  no  doubt  of  the 
ability  of  this  country  to  maintain  its  own 
inhabitants,  when  he  considered  the  ex- 
tent of  land  still  uncultivated.  In  his 
opinion,  the  leading  features  of  the  Report 
wefe  incontrovertible. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  that  another  com- 
mittee ought  immediately  to  be  appointed. 
A  great  deal  of  matter  had  fallen  from  - 
several  gentlemen  in  the*course  of  last 
night,  which  was  well  deserving  of  consi- 
deration. A  great  many  accounts  were 
still  wanted ;  and  they  ought  also  to  have 
the  oral  testimony  of  those  persons  who 
were  best  acquainted  with  the  8tat«  of 
the  corn  trade  in  this  country.  The/ 
were  ignorant  of  the.  state  of  the  import 
trade  at  this  moment ;  and  they  ought^  to 
have  the  accounts  brought  up  to  the 
latest  time  ;  that  is,  from  January  to 
April.  He  conceived  that  it  would  be  best 
to  have  a  select  committee  appointed.  By 
the  employment  of  due  diligence,  hi  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  the  committee  might 
actually  be  enabled  Jo  lay  before  the 
House  much  valuable  matter,  without 
which  it  would  neither  be  honourable  for 
themselves,  nor  safe  for  the  country,  to 
proceed  further  in  the  present  subject. 

Mr.  Thompson  saidi  the  present  discus- 
sion must  have  removed  many  misappre- 
hensions on  the  subject.  He  merely 
wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
the  growers  of  corn,  who  had  a  great  claim 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  All 
he  wished  was,  that  the  farmer  should 
have  a  reasonable  profit  after  the  payment 
of  rent  and  taxes ;  but  this  would  be  im- 
possible, if  foreigners  were  allowed  an 
unrestrained  competition  with  him  in  the 
home  market.  While  the  trade  in  eveiy 
other  commodity  was  restricted,  it  woum 
be  unsafe  for  that  in  corn  to  be  free. 

Geneiial  Gascoyne  thought  the  House 
ought  to  have  all  possible  information  on 
the  subject  now  before  them.  Within 
these  few  days,  great  speculations  in  corn- 
had  been  made;  on  the  certainty,  that 
if  thif  n^aeure  should  b^  adopted^  a  great 
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r?9e  would  take  place  io  the  price  of  that 
commodity.      Bat   whatever    oUimatelv 

■  might  be  the  decision  of  the '  House,  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  people  to 
know  that  every  inquiry  had  been  pre- 
viously gone  into". 

•  Mr;  Hu$kis8on  rose  merely  with  a  view 
to  notice  the  observation  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
regarding  the  speculations  in  corn.  It 
was  quKe  impossible,  in  his  opinion,  for 
aoy  person  not  to  perceive  that,  from  the 
sOpply  of  grain  at  present  in  this  country, 
there  was  no  probability  of  any  rise  in 
price  before  harvest.  This  was  one  reason 
for  his  wishing  to  proceed  with  the  subject 

'  at  present.  There  were  many  persons  in 
the  House  desirous  of  defeating  the  mea- 
sure; and  at  the  present  advanced  period 
of  the  session  he  should  despair  of  any 
report  of  a  committee  being  laid- before 
the  House  in  any  reasonable  time  to  admit 
of  subsequent  discussion ;  and  thus  agree- 
ing to  a  select  committee  would  be  the 
same  thing  as  putting  ofi*  the  measure  nY- 
together  to  another  session, 
i  The  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
House  adopted  the  Resolution  without  a 
division. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved 
for  lefave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  conformity 
to  the  Resolution.  In  answer  to  a  question 
•of  lord  Milton,  he  said,  that  he  was  undo* 
termined  whether  he  should  propose  three 
or  five  years/for  the  period  of  the  Bill. 
Three  years  he  thought  the  shortest  term 
which  could  enable  the  country  to  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  the  measure. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Copy- Right  Bill.]  The  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  on  this  Bill, 
in  which 

Mr..D.  Giddy  stated,  tl^at,  from  a  re- 
consideration of  the  clauses,  it  was  wished 
that  this  commitment  should  only  be  pro 
formUi  and  that  it  should  be  re-committed 
when  the  Bill  was  more  completely  in  the 
'  possession  of  the  members.  For  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  those  present,  however,  he 
wished  shortly  to  run  over  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  as  it  had  been  altered  and  now 
.  stood.  .The  clauses  provided— 1.  That  it 
'  should  not^be  necessary  that  the  copies  of 
books  presented  to  public  libraries  should 
be  on  fine  paper.-^2.  That  no  book  need 
be  presented  to  these  libraries,' unless  such 
as  were  required  from  the  booksellers.— 
^•*That  aU  copy  rights  should  be  entered 


at  Stationers'-b&U  ;  and  that  if  the  author, 
by  a  special  entry,  waved  his  copy  right, 
h6  should  then  only  be  required  to  pre- 
sent one  copy  to  the  British  Museum.-* 
4.  That  the  term  of  copy  right  be  ex- 
tended from^  1 4  years  certain,  and  another  • 
14  years  if  the  author  was  living  at  the 
end  of  the  first  term,  to  28  years  certain. 
There  was  another  clause  which  the  hon. 
member  said  had  been  presented  to  him 
by  the  booksellers;  to  provide,  that  im- 
proper use  should  not  be  made  of  the  books 
presented  to  the  public  libraries,  as  it  had 
been  said  that  they  were  sometimes  sold* 
These  clauses,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Bankes,  were  then  received  for  the  purpose 
of  being  printed.  The  House  then  re- 
sumed, and*  the  Report  being  received, 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  27tb  instant. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  19. 

Bristol  Petition  against  the  Corn 
Bill.]  Mr.  Protheroe  presented  a  Peti- 
tion, signed  by  22,445  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bristol ;  setting  forth  the  evils  that 
were  to  be  expected  from  any  alteration 
in  the  com  laws,  and  expressing  their 
confidence  that  the  wisdom  of  the  legisla^ 
tore  would  avert  the  threatened  evil. 

Mr.  Ban  Davis  could  not  forbear 
saying  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  peti- 
tion of  his  constituento,  to  whose  interests 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  before  the  House 
would  be  a  serious  injury.  Heiioped  that 
the  ifew  measure  would  at  least  be  post- 
poned till  the  next  session ;  as  there  was 
not  yet  that  strong  necessity  which  alone 
could  authorise  its  adoption. 
'  Mr.  Western  congratulated  the  hon. 
member  on  the  circumstances  of  fajs  con- 
stituents having  so  implicitly  followed  his 
advice.  He  understood  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  write  « 
letter  to  his  constituenU,  informing  them 
that  there  was  a  combination  between  the 
Irish  members  and  the  landed  interest  of 
the  House,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  price  of  com,  which  would 
have  a  ne^ssary  tendency  to  enhance  that 
price,  and  advising  them  to  petition  against 
the  Bill.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that 
they  had  lost  no  time  in  following  the 
advice  of  their  representative^  by  sub> 
scribing  and  sending  up  the  petition  to 
him. 

Mr.  Protheroe  observed,  that  the  hon. 
member  ought  to  have  known  what  tha 
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conienu  of  tbe  letfar  were  to  which  he 
h^  ialludedf  before  he  attempted  to' make 
«o  decided  a  quotation  from  it.  When  the 
measure  was  fir$t  brought  forward,  he 
wrote,  not  to  his  constitixents,  hut  to  the 
mayor  of  Bristol,  informing  him  that  such 
s  matter  was  before  the  Hottse*  and  that  in 
bis  opinion,  if  it  were  carried,  it  might 
tend  to  raise  the  price  of  corn;  and  he 
begged  the  mayor  that  he  would  submit 
the  contents  of  the  letter  to  the  people  of 
Bristol,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  their 
opintoDs.  As  this  letter  had  been  intro- 
duced to  the  attention  of  the  House,  he 
most  beg  leave  to  read  another  letter 
which  he  had  lately  written  in  answer  to 
that  which  he  had  received  from  the 
mayor  of  Bristol  along  with  the  petition. 

Siere  the  hon.  member  read  a  letter  to 
e  House,  in  which,  after  st^ittng  bis 
receipt  of  the  petition,  he  expressed  his 
sausfaction  to  find  that  his  constituents 
held  the  same  opinions  on  the  subject 
with  himself.  At  the  same  time,  he  told 
them  that  it  would  be  their  duty,  in  case 
the  House  should  pasrthe  measure^  to  sab- 
nit  to  it  with  patience.^ 

Sir  Henry  raneii  said,  he  hoped  this 
second  letter  would  make  as  deep  an  im- 
pression  on  the  minds  of  his  constituents 
as  the  former  evidently  had  done.  In  his 
first  letter  the  hon.  member  had  said  thai 
the  Irish  membei^  and  the  landed  interest 
had  combined  together  fbr  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  their  rents.  (No,  no,  from  Mr. 
Proiheroe.)  Then  if*he  had  not  used  the 
word  '*  rents,''  he  had  employed  that  of 
*'  interests.''  Such  expressions  could  not 
fail  to  excite  the  passions  of  the  people 
against  the  measure.  For  himself,  he 
could  only  say»  that  in  bringing  forward 
the  measure,  he  had  never  had  the  re- 
motest idea  of  rftising  the  price  of  corn* 
He  believed  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed 
regulations  would  be,  to  make  the  price 
more  steady,  which  would 'be  no  less  a 
benefit  to  the  consumer  than  to  the 
grower. 

Mr*  Vtoiherce  begged  the  hon.  baronet, 
as  well  as  the  member  for  Essex,  would 
take  the  trouble  to  make  themselves  mas- 
ters of  t^e  expressions  he  had  actually 
made  use  of,  and  not  impute  to  him  lan- 
guage which  he  had  never  held.  He  had 
never  said  that  the  Irish  members  and  the 
landf  d  interest  were  combined  together  ; 
but  merely,  that  the  union  of  these  two 
interests  would,  in  his  opinion,  cause  the 
raea^iure  to  be  carried.  Viewirig  the 
measure  in  the  same  light  as  be  did  laat 


year,  aamely,  that  it  was  likoly  to  vaisa 
the  price  of  com,  he  thotiight  it  rnarely 
his  duty  to  inlbrm  the  mayor  of  bis  seati- 
n^ents,  th^t  through  him  they  might  cooia 
to  the  knowledge  of  his  constituents, 

Mr.  Homer  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  rather  loo 
harshly  treated, by  the  gentleoien  on  tha 
other  side  of  tha  question.  The  ban. 
baronet,  and  those  who  agreed  in  apiniaa 
with  him,  not  contented  with  scbooiing 
their  opponents  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
they  ought  to  state  their  arguments  to  tha 
House,  had  -.  also  thought  proper  to  go  a ' 
step  farther,  ^nd .  prescribe  to  t^iem  iha 
manner  in  which  they  ought  to  oor« 
respond  with  their  constituents.  The  oon- 
duct  of  the  hon.  nsember  for  Bristol  had, ' 
in  his  opinion,  beea  that  of  an  honourable 
and  public  spirited  member  of  parliament 
Nothing  could  be  more  beneficial,  thaa 
the  existence  of  a  free  aad  constaat  iater- 
course  and  communication  between  a  re- 
presentative  and  his  constituents^  Think- 
ing as  the  hon,  asember  did,  even^  if  ha 
had  advised  his  constitaents  to  pelitioa 
against  the  measure,  it  would  have  beea 
good  aad  wholesome  advice:  aotlMaff 
could  be  better  judged,  when  the  mklda 
of  men  were  heated  on  the  sublet  of  any 
measure,  thaa  to  advise  them  to  stai# 
their  sentimenta  to  pkrliameot,  and  lo 
leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  paHiaoient 
to  do  with  it  as  might  be  deemed  mast  ad* 
visable  for  the  general  interest. 

Mr.  Huikmom  remembered  baviog  aacQ 
the  letter  of  the  hon.  gentlemaa  ia  the 
public  news-papers.  It  must  have  beea; 
written  before  tbe  hon.  baronet  bad 
brought  forward  his  Resolutions.  If  .the 
hon.  member  had  taken  a  little  more  time 
before  he  wrote  the  letter,  it  would  io  his 
opinion  have  beea  better,  in  a  matter  of 
such  delicacy  as  that  of  the  com  lain. 
That  it  vras  written  before  the  Reselotieos 
were  brought  forward^  was  obviona  horn 
the  hand-biti,  which  called  the  inhabitants 
of  Bri^itol  to  ^titJQ^n  against  the  Bill  af  sir 
Henry  Pamell*  the  objeet  of  which  waa 
to  raise  the  prioe  of  bread.  Such  a  statO' 
ment  as  this  would  very  naturally  tndoca 
the  people  to  petition  against  any  meaaoieu 
The  fact  was,  thai  there  was  no  BUI  of 
sir  Henry  P^mell  at  the  titne  brfore  the 
House.  A  Bill  hsd  lately  been  brougte 
in  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kacheqoer, 
allowirigat  all  times  the  free  exporutioa 
of  ff  rain;  but  ae  yet  there  wis  ao  other  Bill 
before  the  House.  He  waa  aa  aim^ere  io 
his  wish  that  the  cooaomei^  sheold  be  pro* 
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tfcted  ai  ibe  bea.  and  learaed  g^mfottui 
could  be.  To  tbe  proceedings  in  porlia- 
nkoot  tbe  people  woold  look  witb^  anxieiy, 
because  all  were  imefesled  in  tbe  question  ; 
but  whenever  tbe  measure  should  be  de- 
oided  on,  be  trusted  it  would  he  decided- 
fcM"  the  benefit  of  the  oomoHuifty  ai  large, 
a^  not  for  that  of  any  particular  interest. 
Be  trusted,  that  in  any  farther  comoMiBt* 
cation  with  his  constitu^ts,  th^  hen.  9911- 
tleanaA  woaJd  continue  to  iacukcate  to 
them  the'setttimenta  of  bia  second  letter, 
which  none  admired  mere  than  himself. 

Mr.  Frotkeroe  did  not  think  himself 
obliged  to  consult  any  person  in  the 
House  abeot  bie  duty.  If  bia  cooraiubioa* 
tion  had  been  premature,  thai  of  otaifty 
other  members  bad  been  more  prematyre. 
[Here  tbe  Speaker  informed  the  hon. 
member  that  the  conduct  of  any  otber 
member  eonki  not'be  brought  forward  by 
bkn.}  An  bon.  member,  adrerting  to  his 
dendocl,  had  cautioned  the  House  affainst 
being  influenced  by  clamour  oni  of  doors; 
He  trosted,  that  be  sboold  always  he 
bqually  on  his  guard  against  any  clamour 
in  tbat  Bouse.  [Tbe  Speaker  here  recom* 
mended  |o  tbe  boo,  gentleman  to  confine 
bimself  witbm  the  limits  of  the  narrowest 
defence  of  his  own  conduct.]  Mr.  Pro* 
tberoe  eooclnded  by  obser? ing,  tbat  be 
perfectly  well  knew  of  this  measure  last 
irear,  anid  that  it  was  only  then  postponed 
for  want  of  due  time. 
•  Mr.  6L  W.  Wyvm  deprecated  all  en^r3r 
into  tbe  commnnicatibns  between  men^ 
bers  and  their  constitoenla.  Had  the  hon. 
gentleman  entertained  the  opinions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  below  hiin,  he 
would  hare  dk)ne  wrong  in  writing  as  he 
did  to  bis  constitutnis  ;  but  witb  his  sen- 
limenta  he  had  acted  properly  in  writing 
la  them.  As  to  what  bad  been  said  abem 
the  Bill  not  being  before  tbe  House,  the 
Keport  of  tbe  committee  of  tbe  former 
'  3Pe«r  was  before  the  House,  and  it  waa  no- 
torious that  a  Bill  was  abeat  to  be  broogbt 
in<by  the  hion.  baronet.  An  alarm  had 
been  then  taken  by  many  parts  of  the 
country;  and  if  be  thought  tbe  alaim 
justifiable)  be  did  right  in  calling  the  at« 
tention  of  bis  constituents  to  the  measure. 
Tbe  Petition  was  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  lic|  on  tbe  table. 

ttOUSE  OF  COMMON& 

Friday,  Ma^QO, 
Ma.I)fiBBBBi90Ba.J  Mr.  H'M^reotf  said, 
b^  Md  in  bis  band  «  Petition,  sigtied  by 


a  perfon  wbo  was  idtogetber  onknown  In 
him ;  but  whose  name  had  often  appeared  s 
in  the  newspapers  of  late,  and  who  had 
excited  a  considerable  degree  of  pubiie 
attention.  The  Petitiott  was  from  one  of 
tbe  persona  against  whom,  a  bill  of  indict* 
ment  bad  been  aaane  time  ago  found  for  a 
conspiracy.  He  was  sure,  however,  tbat 
any  individaal  might  approach  the  House 
in  fall  reliance  oti  its  justice,  without  hav- 
ing any  thing  to  fear  from  the  operation 
of  prejnidioe,  whatever  the  accusatioit " 
a^^nst  him.  'It  was  from  Charles  ^^. 
dom ,  Baren  de  Bereoger.  The  l^stisioa 
stated,  that  he  was  at  present  confined  on' 
the  felons'  side  of  Newgate,  and  by  reasoiy 
of  his  oeafbiement  precluded  from  having* 
,  the  necessary  aseans  of  defence ;  and  tbaa 
he  bad  been  arrested  and  detained  on' 
false  pretences,  under  a  warrant  signed 
by  bis  Majest/f  Secretary  of  State.  A» 
the  Petition  was  couched  in  respectful 
language,  be  should  iberefore  move  that 
it  be  read. 

The  Petition  was  tbereopeH  read ;  setb 
ting  forth, 

«'.That  tbe  petitiener  would  not  pre- 
sume to  addrem  tbe  House,  if  tbe  singtila^ 
rity  of  his  case,  and  tbe  esiraordinary 
hardships  under  whicb  he  labours^  allowed 
tbe  smallest  hope  of  relief  ether  than  tfiaf 
which  he  now  most  respectfully  implorea  at 
their  hands ;  and  tbat,  although  a  Prussian 
subject  by  birth,  be  nevertheless  is  the  son 
of  an  unindemnified-Ameriean  kiyalist^  that 
be  has  resided  in  this  kingdom  ever  since 
tbe  year  1788;  and  tbat  be  not  only  by 
numenaus  voluntary,  eealous,  and  disinle* 
reMed  endeavours,  but  also  by  16  years 
service,  has  placed  his  adherence  to  tbe 
oath  of  atlegtance  whicb  be  took  to  bia 
Briunnic  Majesty  beyond  all  possible, 
doubt ;  and  that  he  was  apprehended  on  ^ 
Friday  the  8ib  of  April  last  at  Leitb  in 
Scotland,  by  virtue  of  an  order  iaaued*  by 
tbe  Secretaiy  of  State  under  the  Alien 
Act,  bui  without  any  specific  charge  being 
make  known  to  him  ;  ahboogh  in  a  state 
of  sickness,  he  was,  in  consequence  of 
such  order,  forced,  under  peculiar  nestrie* 
tions  and  undue  hamiliations  too  nume- 
rous here  to  be  stated,  to  London,  where 
be  arrived  on  the  momhig  of  the  12th  of 
April  perfectly  ^lifhausied ;  and  that  he 
was  then  placed  in  close  confinement  at  a 
messengers  lodgings,  aj tended  day  and 
night,  and  on  all  occasions,  by  Bow-street 
officers,  without  the  indulgence  of  writing 
private  letters  to  his  friends;  and  afthoogn 
his  solicitor  vraa  the  only  acquaintance 
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whom  h%  saw,  und  that  with  leave  only, 
even  then  obstacles  were  freqaently  made 
to  his  conversing  in  private  with  him; 
and  that  be  there  laboured  under  a  dan- 
gerous sickness,  which  however  did  not, 
tor  a  considerable  time,  prevent  the  ag- 
gravating and  consequently  injorioas  in- 
trusions of  several  persons  whom  the  peti- 
tioner had  declined  to  see ;  and  that  the 
petitioner,  on  the  22d  of  April,  addressed 
a  respectful  letter  to  Mr.  Becket,  as  under 
Secretary  of  State,  repeating  what  his  so- 
licitor had  verbally  stated,  in  order  to  re- 
present urgently  that  the  nature  of  his 
illness  placed  bis  life  in  danger,  if  his 
confinement  was  continued,  and  praying 
to  be  allowed  to  give  good  and  sufficient 
bail  for  bis  appearance  whenever  called 
Qpon:  instead  of  any  reply  to  this  reason- 
able request,  the  petitioner' was,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  about  half  past  four  o'clock, 
without  the  smallest  previous  intimation, 
forcibly  hurried  to  the  Old  Bailey,  there 
to  plead  to  an  indictment  which  had  been 
praferred,  charging  him,  with  some  others, 
with  a  conspiracy  to  raise  the  funds ;  and 
although  penny  less,  as  he  was  known  to 
be  (because  all  his  money  and  clothes,  ex- 
cepting a  small  change  of  linen,  had,  as 
well  as  all  his  papers,  been  taken  from 
him),  it  was  even  with  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty that  the  petitioner  was  allowed, 
after  firmly  persisting  in  his  desire  to  call 
for  his  solicitor  in  his  way,  who  immedi- 
ately foresaw  that  he  would  be  lodged  in 
Newgate,  as  bail  could  not  be  accepted 
without  48  hours  notice,  which  was  ren- 
dered impossible  by  the  sudden  manner 
of  bis  bemg  forcibly  carried  into  court 
without  any  notice  whatever ;  and  that 
accordingly,  after  pleading  ill,  as  the  pe- 
titioner proved,  he  was,  late  on  the  29tb 
of  April,  lodged  on  the  felons'  side  of 
Newgate,  without  sufficient  money  tp  pay 
his  fees,  or  to  procure  even  necessaries, 
where,  but  for  the  humanity  of  Mr.  New- 
man, and  those  under  him,  his  confinement 
would  have  been  horrible  an(|  insupporu- 
hle;  and  that  the  prosecutors  having  re- 
moved the  said  indictment  to  the  court  of 
King's -bench,  the  petitioner  was,  on  the 
7th  of  May,  carried  into  court  to  plead 
to  the  same,  after  which  his  bail  was  ten* 
dered  and  regularly  accepted  by  the  said 
court,  the  petitioner  consenting,  without 
hesitation,  to  an  additional  clause,  bind- 
ing his  securities  to  liis  personal  appear- 
ance in  court  on  the  day  of  trial,  and 
which  be  might  have  over-ruled;  and  that 
thereby  hiding  entitled  himself  to  his  im- 
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mediate  enlargement,  it  neverthelessr  was 
refused  on  the  plea  of  an  order,  eigned  by 
lord  Sidmoutb;  to  detain  him  in  prison, 
and  unjustly  and  untruly  describing  the 
petitioner  as  an  alien  dangerous  to  thii 
realm ;  whereupon  he  was  remanded  to  * 
Newgate;  and  that,  in  consequence  of 
this  unfounded  charge,  the  petitioner,  on 
the  10th  of  May,  memorialized  viscoont 
Sidmouth,  setting  forth,  that  not  only  bit 
impaired  health  and  the  danger  of  his 
existence  demanded  his  enlargement,  but 
respectfully  pointing  out  the  impossibility 
of  his  collecting  by  means  of  his  agents 
witnesses  whose  persons  only  he  knew,  but 
not  their  names,  and  who  in  Hke  manner 
alone  can  recognize  him,  that  such  wK- 
nesses  are  indispensable,  as  much  to  clear 
him  from  the  charges  he  iabouced  under, 
as  for  the  purposes  of  public  justice ;  and 
that  he  next  distinctly,  and  by  reference 
to  his  actions,  showed  that,  as  disloyalty 
or  other  acu  hostile  to  this  nation  could 
not  possibly,  or  even  with  the  slightest 
colour  of  plausibility,  be  laid  to  his  charge, 
that  it  was  additionally  injurious  to  him 
that  his^  detention  and  close  confinement 
should  continue  under  such  a  form  ;  and 
he  prated  his  lordship,  for  these  various 
and  solid*reasons,  to  order  his  speedy  li« 
beration,  on  his  giving  reasonable  securi- 
ties, while  he  also  requested  the  restora- 
tion of  his  money  and  other  prooerties ; 
and  that  to  this  memorial  Mr.  Becket  re- 
plied, by  letter  addressed  to  the  peti- 
tioner's solicitor,  dated  May  the  ISth, 
stating,  that  lord  Sidmouth  declined  his 
liberation,  but  that  a  return  of  a  part  o( 
bis  property  should  take  place ;  and  that 
the  petitioner,  with  the  education  and 
feelings  of  a  gentleman,  and  under  no  ac- 
cusation of  felony,  has  received  an  irre- 
parable injury,  which  must  blast  his  fu- 
ture prospects  in  life*  by  having  been 
confined  on  the  felons'  side  of  Newgate, 
although  no  felony  is  imputed  to  hm,  and 
although  he  has  complied  with  every  ' 
form  considerately  laid  down  by  the  laws^ 
in  order  that  so  disgraceful,  so  indelible, 
an  impediment  to  future  honest  employ^ 
as  such  imprisonment  invariably  proves, 
should  not  be  entailed  on  persons  accused 
of  misdemeanour  only,  who  can  procure 
bail ;  and  that  the  petitioner  continues  to 
pine  in  sickness,  but,  what  is  infinitely 
worse,  to  labour  under  singular  impedi- 
ments fatal  to  his  seeking  evidence  in  or- 
der to  prepare  his  defence  against  theac-^ 
eusations  of  the  indictment  which*' will 
be  speedily  tried,  and  .while  others  luidef 
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Uut.  fame  change  are  at  liberty^  not  de- 
prived of  their  papers  or  other  property, 
and  ID  a  sitoation  to  forward  their  defence 
withoat  obstacle,  attempte,  sanctioned  by 
government,  are  even  made  in  Newgate 
tojnterrapt  his  preparative  endeavours,  by 
forcing  strangers  into  tbe  petitioner's  room 
against  his  will ;  and  that  the  petitioner, 
under  all  these  painful  circumstances,  re- 
•pectfolly  entreats  leave  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  these  singular 
hardships  and  impediment  to  regular  le- 
gal investigation,  as  also  to  the  injustice 
which  deprives  him  not  only  of  the  essen- 
tial use  of  his  exertions,  but,  in  addition  to 
the  privation  of  his  liberty,  must  stain  his 
character,  already  artfully  misrepresented, 
with  the  charge  of  being  a  dangerous  and 
disloyal  person,  which  (although  resorted 
to  without  a  shadow  of  truth)  must  preju- 
dice (he  public,  including  the  jury  by 
which  he  must  be  tried ;  and  that  it  next 
behoves  the  petitioner  to  state,  that  in  no 
instance  since  his  arrest,  has  he  been  exa- 
mined, which,  had  it  taken  place,  no 
doubt  would  have  enabled  him  to  have 
proved  bis  innocence  of  the  charge  alledg- 
ed  in  lord  Sidmonth's  warrant,  or  of  any 
other  brought  against  him,  sufficiently  to 
prevent  the  hardships  which,  for  the  want 
of  such  examination,  he  has  experienced, 
and  continues  io  endure ;  and  as  it  would 
be  unbecoming  in  the  petitioner  to  attempt 
to  trace  the  motives  for  such  unexampled 
severities  and  obstructions  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  defence,  he  prefers  to  throw 
himself  on  the  liberality  and  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  entertaining  full  confi- 
.  dence  that  it  will, .  in.  its  established  wis- 
dom and  justice,  order  such  measures  as 
will  enable  him  to  seek  fairly  and  without 
obstacle  the  iodispensable  mean^  of  de- 
fending himself  in  tbe  mode*  humanely 
established  by  the  British  laws  for  the 
equal  protection  of  all  persons  accused/' 

The  hon.  gentleman  then  said,  he  would 
Droceed  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  use  which  had  been  made  of  the 
Alien  Act  in  this  case.  Presuming  that  the 
charge  upon  which  tbe  baron  de  Beren- 
ger  had  been  detained,  namely,  that  he 
was  a  person  dangerous  to  the  safety  of 
this  kingdom,  was  one  on  which  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  believed  he  was  in  con- 
science called  upon  to  arrest  him,  he  had 
yet  to  learn  how  any  person  so  arrested 
.could  be  deprived  under  the  Alien  Act  of 
'anything  but  arms.  The  baron  de  Be- 
^re^ger,  however,  had  been  deprived  of  his 
papers^  clothes,  and  money.  Part  of  them 
t 


had  been  at  last  returned  to  him,  after  a 
long  delay  ;  but  the  precise  effects  which 
were  taken  from  him  at  the  time  of  the 
arrest,  had  not  been  returned.  When  tbe 
other  gentlemen  got  out  on  bail,  be  had 
been  remanded  on  a  warrant,  stating  that 
it  might  be  dangerotis  to  have  him  sent 
out  of  this  kingdom,  and  authorising  bis 
detention,  &c.  Now,  up  to  the  period  ef 
this  mysterious  transaction^  so  far.  from 
Mr.  De  Berenger  having  been  considered 
as  dangerous,  he  was  employed  as  an  offi- 
cer in  a  corps  commanded  byHbe  earl  of 
Yarmouth.  Unless,  therefore,  such  an  ex- 
planation shpuld  be  given  as  he  did  not 
anticipate,  be  should  feel  it  bis  duty  to 
move  for  such  a  secret  committee  as  bad 
examined  into  the  case  of  capt.  Colville. 
Mr.Coiville  had  been  detained  three  years, 
and  hopes  had  lately  been  held  out  that 
he  would  be  soon  released ;  but  tbe  House 
ought  to  consider,  that  however  short  the 
days  might  seem  to  them,  there  was  a 
long  interval  from  1811  to  1814,  to  a  per- 
son in  confinement.  He  should  undoubt- 
edly, therefore,  move  for  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  secret  committee.  He  wished 
to  remark,  also,  that  no  answer  had  been 
received  to  the  letter  addressed  by  the  baron 
de  Berenger  to  Mr.  Beckett,  dated  the 
19th  of  April,  expressing  his  surprise  that 
bis  papers  and  oiber  things  necessary  to 
his  defence,  had  not  been  returned  to  him 
until  the  14th  of  May.  This  letter  als^ 
stated,  that  persons  had  been  intruded  oa 
him  from  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee^ 
with  ordei^s  from  the  Secreury  of  State's 
office,  who  put  various  interrogatories  io 
htm.  The  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving  that  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ^^(tifigtofi  expressed  his  thanks 
to  tbe  ban.  gentleman  for  tbe  opportunity  he 
had  afforded  him  of  explaining  this  affiur. 
Without  entering  into  any  detailed  answer, 
he  would  shortly  state  to  tbe  House,  that 
Mr.  De  Betenger  bein^  a  registered  alien, 
and  having  an  alien's  licence,  was  arrested 
by  a  warrant  issued  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  in  execution  of  his  duty,  on  a  charge 
quite  distiact  firom  the  o£&nce  for  which  a 
bill  of  indictment  bad  been  found  against 
him.  On  this  warrant,  having  been  ap- 
prehended and  brouffht  up  to  London,  and  "^ 
when  the  other  gentlemen  were  released;'' 
who  had  found  bail  under  the  prosecution, 
he  was  detained  on  the  same  charge  for 
which  he  had  been'  originally  arrested, 
and  which  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
hardly  espect  him  to  state.    With  regard 
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to  t!fae  dateiHiott  of  bis^lotbes,  money,  uti 
papers,  the  vaitte  of  tbe  Bianey  had  beMi 
reglored,  a  greit  part  of  hu  letters  h%4 
1)e€n  restored,  and  his  agent  liad  had  access 
to  all  of  them.  If  he  remained  in  New- 
gale, it  was  at  ins  own  eacpress  desire,  he 
having  preferred  that  prisoa  to  that  for 
aliens.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
power  of  tbe  secretary  of  state  to  issue  snob 
warrants  mider  the  Alien  Act  called  in 
qnestien.  Sech  warrants  had  always  been 
granted  tj  vhe  secretary  of  atau,  and  liad 
never  \mope  been  ebaUenged.  There 
was  another  ciiarge  which  he  codd  not 
•newer,  beciiiise  he  did  «ot  know  any 
Shing  respecting  i«— 4bat  persons  had  i»een 
forced  on  him  contrary  to  bis  •wil  wishes. 
He  did  not  know  any  thing  of  tfeis ;  iMit 
he  was  inclined  to  suppose,  that  when  in* 
€|vlred  into,  a  sufficient  reason  W9^M  be 
given  ibr  whatevar  took'  place. 

Mr.  Whithrtad  observed,  that  akbaiigh 
Hie  right  hon.  gantlenan  might  flatter 
hrasself  that  be  had  given  a  reply  to  this 
pe«itien>  the  iioase  waoM  Yeel  that,  in 
truth,  no  satisfactory  answer  had  been 
giten.  It  was  impoasfble,  as  matters  now 
•tood.  to  contradict  the  assertioo,  that  the 
arrest  and  coninemant  of  the  baron 
ie  Bereoffer  originated  in  a  charge  totally 
^ietinct  UtfOL  the  cHminal  proeacotion 
which  bad  recently  been  commenced,  and 
She  right  hon.  gMUleman  most  therefese 
facets  Ibtt  credit  for  bis  stateo^tet.  It 
^as  a  lict.  that  Mr.  I>e  Berenger  had 
choeen  New^ta  as  the  least  coaii<T>rtl«ss 

tiace  of  the  «wo  that  had  haan  ofiered  him ; 
Qt  there  he  wasmaieeted  by  tbe  intraiian 
•f  strangers  who  c^me  to  inspect  his 
pevoon  and  obtain  evidence ;  io  thia  abarge 
no  answer  had  been  given.  It  was  at 
laast  doohtM.  whether  the  extensive 
powers  given  to  the  saoretary  af  state 
nnder  the  AUen  Aet  had  not  been  abused, 
and  that  its  provisions  had  haan  aboaad 
nnd  perverted  to  the  worst  parposas. 
Where,  hawrrer.  an^r  the  Alien  Aet  or 
emy  ether  statma,  could  a  jnsti^eatian  be 
Ibufid  for  depriving  Mr»  De  Berenger  of 
bis  motley  and  clothes,  soma  of  which 
^viere  kept  firom  the  iMi  of  April  to  the 
]44hofMayf  What  Hght  had  the  6taek 
Scehange  Committea.  a  sal^lected  and 
aalf-cottstitated  body,  to  intrude  upon  the 
privacy  of  any  individoal.  or  to  pervert 
the  regular  eiMirse  of  public  jusiioa  f 

Mr.  Bathmm  said,  that  unless  the 
House,  in  the  ecertion  of  iu  paran»a«nt 
authorky.  chose  to  order  a  particular  in- 
quiry, -whicb  in  a  matter  af  sa^  .dalicacy 
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4t  wouM  scaroaLy  thiakezpedsent.  the  auh- 
jectatast  rest  upon  the  statement  made  hjf 
the  right  hon.  gentleman.  (Mr.  Adding* 
ton).  It  did  not  appear,  that  the  sitoation 
of  Mr.  De  Bereni^r  was  worse  than  tbatol' 
other  persons  under  similar  circumstances  ; 
or  that  he  was  iotroded  upon  more  hy 
atrangers,  or  was  more  publicly  seen^ Uhasi 
if  he  had  been  at  large,  with  liberty  te 
walk  where  he  pleased.  He  did  not  knaer 
what  were  the  precise  regulations  af  the 
Alien  Act  with  regard  to  dothea  or 
money  ;  but  when  such  a  charge  was  ez« 
hibked  against  an  individual,  it  sas^raed  ' 
natural  that  each  a  power  should  he 
allowed. 

Mr.  Aher€9mmii€  thought  that  a  more 
serious  charge  eoald  not  be  brought  against 
any  mkiieter.  than  that  he  had  misapplied 
and  abused  tbe  powers  vested  in  him  by 
the  Alien  Act.  and  that  it  vr^ll  meritad 
further  inquiry.  There  was  undoubtedly 
great  hardship  in  the  case  of  Mr.  De 
Berenger :  he  was  not  allowed  tbe  means 
of  making  bis  own  defence;  and  by 
means  of  his  cenhnement  witnesses  vrere 
intruded  upon  him  to  identify  bis  person, 
and  he  was  thus  compfslled  to  supply 
testimony  to  his  adversaries. 

Lord  A.  Hmttkm  asked,  at  what  time 
the  charge  against  Mr.  De  Berenger.  far 
whioh  ha  was  arrested  under  the  Alien 
Act,  had  arisen  ? 

Mr.  B^thtrM  replied,  that  the  House,  if 
it  deemed  fit.  might  order  an  investigation 
of  tbe  whole  grouada  of  his  confinement; 
bat  ha  would  not  consent  to  fritter  away 
the  sutject.  by  giving  answers  ta  ^ues- 
tians  ^t  might  lead  to  improper  dls- 
eloeures. 

Lard  A.  HmtOkm  added,  that  ha  wiahed 
9mt  no  disolomra  of  stoie  secrets,  with 
which  the  right  ban.  gentleman  alvrays 
appeared  so  Ug ;  he  aaly  asked,  at  wltat 
time  the  suspictoa  arose  against  Mr.  De 
Berenger? 

Mr.  /.  H.  Addingim  answered,  that  he 
imagined  the  suspicion  arose  at  the  time 
when  the  warrant  was  issued,  which  wonid 
appear  by  the  date. 

Sir  F.  Bar^l  observed,  that  un- 
doubtedly credit  could  not  be  refused  to 
the  statement  that  Mr.  Addington  had 
made;  hut,  under  ^a  cireumstanees.  it 
was  reqairinff  a  great  deal  of  the  House. 
He  wished  that  a  select  commitiee  should 
be  appainted.  to  inquire  into  this  case,  as 
wall  as  into  the  cause  of  tbe  continued  da* 
teniion  of  Mr.  ColviHei  in  Coldbatfa^fialds 
priiott. 
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Mr»  JVnaody  remarked  fipon  the  con* 
Ibiion  tbet  seemed^ to  ezui  between  the 
powers  gifen  b/  the  Alien  Act,  and  the 
tircumsMnces  of  the  exiiting  protecotion 
egeiiitt  Mr.  De  Berenger,  which  mifbt 
have  led  to  the  iiicon?enieoctes  *  tb»t 
were  now  the  subject  of  complaint.  It 
ieemed  Ihat  there  wat  no  aothority  for  de- 
lainiog  De  Berenger't  money ;  and  when  fit 
was  afterwards  restored,  not  only  the 
amoaot,  but  the  ?ery  identical  money, 
ought  to  have  been  retnmed,  that  it  oii^bt 
not  be  employed  aeainst  him  on  the  trial. 
The  snb^idesenred  further  inyestigatioo : 
and,  as  points  of  importance  and  delicacy 
might  be  invol? ed,  it  coald  be  conducted 
in  any  way  ministers  shoald  think  most 
expedient. 

The  Aitom^  General  adverted  to  the 
application  which  had  been  made  to  him 
\yy  the  defendants,  to  become  their  advo- 
cate; which  be  bad  refused,  thinking, 
that  as  a  servant  of  the  public,  and  as  a 
inember  of  parliament,  it  miffht  occasion 
embarrassment,  if  not  a  collision  of  bis 
doties :  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  discre- 
tioa,.he  had  refused  likewise  to  conduct 
the  prosecution.  With  regard  to  the  facts 
of  this  case,  it  appeared,  that  at  the  lime 
Mr.  De  Berenger  was  arrested  under  the 
warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state,  no  charge 
bad  been  brought  agamst  him  regarding 
the  firaud  on  the  Stock  Exchange ;  and 
after  the  bill  was  found,  be  was  treated 
exactlv  like  any  other  alien,  on  the  re- 
spoosibilitv  of  the  secretary  of  state. 
Much  hacl  been  said  regarding  the  taking 
of  the  clothes  and  mon^y  of  Mr.  De 
Berenger;  but  the  House  must  be  aware, 
that  in  cases  of  felony  the  magistrate  bad 
a  right  by  law  to  detain  them  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  future  trial;  he  admitted, 
however,  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  !De 
Berenger  was  only  for  a  misdemeanour, 
and  upon  that  an  important  distinction 
might  perhaps  be  founded.  The  deten- 
tion in  this  case  was  not  the  act  of  the 
aecretary  of  state;  the  property  of  the 
prisoner  had  been  detained  bv  the  alien 
messengers;  and  if  they  had  exceeded 
their  powers,  they  were  unquestionably  re- 
aponsible.  He  was  willing  to  aHow,  that 
it  unwelcome  visitors  were  intruded  upon 
Mr.  De  Berenger,  it  was  unjustifiable,  and 
the  door  might  be  closed  upon  them  ;  but 
he  did  not  apprehend,  that  the  secretary 
^f  sute  had  issued  an  order  to  compel  Mr. 
]>e  Berenger  to  see  strangers ;  though 
beasibly  be  might,  to  distinguish  this  case 
ftoln  that  of  treason  (where  Do  penoiis 
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-  were  allowed  to  be  admitted),  have  given 
an  order,  that  any  person  who  wished  td 
see  Mr.  De  Berenger  should  hot  be  pre* 
vented.  As  to  the  propriety  of  the  com* 
Initment  under  the  Alien  Act,  this  was 
not  a  fit  time  to  enter  into  any  discussion 
upon  it. 

Sir  5.  Romilly  hoped  that  the  examina- 
tion into  tbie subject  would  not  be  allowed 
to  rest  merely  htrt ;  but  that  some  grave 
inquiry  would  be  instituted,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  it  was  true,  that  the 
powers  given  by  the  Alien  Act  had  been 
perverted  and .  abused  for  the  sake  of 
putting  the  individual  in  question  under 
disadvantages  that  did  not,  in  the  ordinary 
bourse  of  law,  attend  his  case.  After  the 
solen^n  assertion  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, no  man  had  a  right  to  say  that  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  had  been  abso- 
lutely occasioned  by  the  prosecutioli 
commenced  against  him ;  but  it  was  still 
a  question,  whether  the  warrant  of  the 
secretary  of  state  had  not  been  exerted 
with  some  view  to  the  misdemeanour  with, 
which  Mr.  De  Berenger  was  charged.  It 
would*  be  quite  new  in  law,  to  say  that  a 
man  charged  with  a  misdemeanour  was 
liable  io  be  deprived  of  bis  papers,  money, 
and  clothes,  by  the  magistrate:  in  this 
case,  it  seemed  that  the  papers,  money, 
and  clothes,  had  been  taken  before  the  bill 
was  found ;  and  that  after  that  event  they 
were  detained  for  the  purposes  of  the  pro- 
secution. In  the  Alien  Act,  sir  Samuel 
Romilly  kiiew  of  no  aothority  to  deprive  a 
man  of  any  thing  but  arms;  and  the 
House  would  do  well  to  recollect  the  addi- 
tional circumstance,  that  the  secretary  of 
state  was  not  justified  in  issuing  his  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  of  an  alien,  unless  th% 
country  would  be  endangered  by  biv 
escape.  It  did  not  appear,  that  the 
papers,  money,  or  clothes  of  Mr.  Dh 
Berenger  had  been  in  the  regular  custody 
of  any  individual,  or  that  they  might  not 
have  been  altered  and  marked  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  pending  prosecution.  At 
present,  there  was  reason  to  believe  t^at 
the  warrant  of  the  secretary  of  state  had 
been  employed  to  further  the  proceeding 
in  thecourt  of  law. 

The  SoUciiar  Gtneral  said,  that  onde^ 
the  Alien  Act  an  absolute  power  had  beeti 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  take  in^ 
drviduals  into  custody,  of  which  he  had 
airailed  himself  in  the  case  of  Mr.  De  B^ 
renger.  ]>ttriAg  that  detention,  this  peN 
son  .was  proceeded  against  by  soihe  iA^ 
dividual  for  an  alleged  misdetti^Diorb    tk 
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this,  what 'was  there  wherewith  to  charge 
the  Secretary  of  State?  Was  be» .  hec^dsi^ 
an  individual  bad  committed,  of  wst$  sup- 
posed to  have  committed,  sOme  crime 
against  other  indiyiduals,  to  abstain  tVom 
taking  sach  measures  against  him  as  he 
judged  necessary  for  the  safety  of  th6 
state  ?  If  a  man  was  charged  wjth  a  tnost 
serious  offence,  with  a  most  gross  fraud 
against  individuals,  ^as  it  to  be  said  thai 
the  Secretary  of  State  could  enforce  the 
Alien  Act  against  that  man  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  aid  the  private  prose- 
cutors ?  What  reason  was  there  then  to 
induce  the  House  to  suppose  the  Alien 
Act  to  have  been  abused  ?  The  petitioner, 
bowever^  complained  that  he  was  confined 
in  the  felons  side  of  Newgate,  a  place 
where  he  ought  not  to  have  been  confined 
under  the  Alien  Act.  That  place  was  the 
only  place  to  which  he  could  have  been 
committed  by  the  warrant  of  the  i1()iifi:i8- 
trate  under  the  criminal  charge  that  had 
been  preferred  against  him;  and  his  hav- 
ing afterwards  remained  in  that,  prison 
was  a  circumstance  which  depended  on 
liis  own  choice.  His  money,  clothes,  and 
papers,  it  was  skid,  were  detained.  The 
Alien  Act  contained  nothing  in  relation  to 
these  things.  But  if  these  effects  had  been 
seized,  and  had  been  found  conducive  to 
the  furtherance  of  justice  in  a  prosecution 
instituted  against  the  individual,  could  it 
be  said  that  it  was  a  dereUction  of  duty, 
[that  these  effects  were  not  delivered  up  by 
the  *  Secretary  of  State  to  the  person  by 
whom,  if  they  were  anywise  conducive  to 
his  inculpation,  they  would  inevitably  be 
*  ^destroyed  ?  It  had  been  argued  on  the 
jOther  side  of  the  House,  as  if  this  had 
been  merely  a  civil  suit  against  Mr.  De 
Berenger.  But  it  was  a  charge  of  a  most 
beinous  offence.  What  grievance  was 
there,  that  the  identical  notes  fotmd  on 
the  person  of  De  Berenger  were  detained, 
if  others  equal  in  value  were  given  to  him  } 
.It  had  been  said,  that  captain  De  Berenger 
bad  served  the  country^but  was  he  for 
that  reason  less  in  a  condition  to  injure  it? 
Surely  not.  For  the  reasons  which  he  had 
stated,  he  thought  there  was  no  ground  Co 
induce  the  House  to  interfere  in  this  case : 
more  especially,  as  it  seemed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  petitioner  was,  through  the 
means  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  to 
obtain,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing,  those 
documents  which  might  eventually  bring 
him  to  justice. 

^  Mr.  C.  W.  Wym  observed,  that,  not- 
withstanding  all  that  bad  been  said,  it  ap- 
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peatred  siin^Qlar,  that  MM  rtCdi^i^  ahmld 
hkf6  kt\%etk  fof  ih6  dMtfUtioti  vf  IH  B(i« 
retig^^r  lis  on  stdte  pontidi,  estsetly  H  th€ 
time  vfhiBd  t  prosecQYroii  #fts  hndtcKed 
^gaittit  bim  by  a  private  body.  If,  \Hm* 
eve^  ft  waLs  positively  seated;  thii  there 
ivere  sdftcietit  rMtsons  of  stdi^  )k^y  Arf 
(he  detetrtiOn  of  Be  B^reriger,  lie  smoM 
ibquieid^  hi  the  meMurM  itrhieh  hmd  b«en 
'taken  hi  bis  case;  but  it  was  tiec^ssttry 
ihit  a  positive  stateitrent  6f  this  hsture 
should  be  nlade.  Hie  hsid  hoped  ^  hivtf 
obtained  Aohfe  Hghfc  ill  the  eoors^  df  the 
discussion^  on  the  power  of  th^  Str^tnf 
of  State  to  sehft^  pa|>er^.  He  bt^ieire^  it 
had  been  the  invariable  pr^btrce  of  the 
office  so  to  do.  Ort^ifi  it  was,  that  ify 
such  power  was  given  by  the  Alien  Act. 
On  this  point,  thereforie,  he  wtshed  for 
fhrther  fnfbrni&tion;  fbr  If  the  pAp^h, 
llotei,  &C.  had  bben  i^rotlgfiilty  ^qttifetf, 
ii  was  a  taut  of  gr^at  h^d^hip  that  itmf 
^hooltl  be  made  use  of  against  their  prc^ 
prietor ;  but  if  they  Were  rigbtfblly  ac* 
!)dired,  although  on  smother  ttcom^t,  he 
Conceived  it  to  be  regnl^r  that  tbe^*  shoirfd 
be  produced  on  tHe  trial.  iTher^  wts  a 
Case,  analogous  to  the  present ;  #heh  to 
Attorney,  calfed  Crossley,  being  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  forgery,  of  which  charge 
he  was  acqojttexf,  n  blatrk  ^daVit  was 
ibmid  in  hii  poss^itfi^tm,  sworn  and  st|^iM, 
tinder  which  ht  wn  iodicted  tbr  perjury, 
found  goflty,  and  sent  otft  6f  the  ct/amtj. 
It  wai  ubdoobtedly  legal.  If  a  person  Wtt 
under  Any  species  of  legal  conYhvettieM, 
that  ^itnessei  intended  to  be  'ptt>dtfeed 
against  him  should  be  adfnitte^d  to  see 
him :  but  that  "any  persons  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  interrogate  him,  wa^  an  m^vnrr- 
rantable  Stretch  of  powef .  Re  \vas  of  opi« 
nion,  that  the  be^  mode  of  'proceedftig 
would  be,  to  Uppoim  h  ifecret  commitcee 
to  inquire  intpthe  strbject,  onfe«£s  My  V»Hd 
Objections  should  be  made  to  this  mcflb> 
£ore. 

Mr.  Lockhan  observed,  that  eVen  in 
eatfes  of  felony  he  couM  Vind  no  ttatiKe 
which  author i^d  jyertronkio  M*^e  or  d«!fohi 
the  good^  of  prisoners;  btit  yet  if,<^ldQies 
w^re  found  with  blodd  on  th^tti,  hi  'th» 
trank  of  a  berton  scctised  of  nntrder,  no 
one  would  neshate  to  Mte  theih.  Sop- 
posing  the  detention  of  the  pcthiorter  m 
the  fli^t  instance  to  hsfre  been,  bhndjklc, 
necessary  to  the  public  safety,  the  chAe« 
he  thought,  did  not  call  fbr  any  ititer-* 
ference  of  the  House. 

Sir  Jar^s  MaMitdih  obterted,  that  IM 
shonld  not  hmtak^n  pArt  in  the  ^Hi« 
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cwi/^beCpri^  l^p  Hp^s?,  if  i$  fcajl  Dot  ^s- 
Btup/ed  ap  imporianpe  wbi^h  did  pot  i^elpng 
to  U,  frpfQ  tbe  ^j^i^o^iip^  ivbicJb  ba;^  bieep 
made  use  of  oi^  tbe  snbj^ct^  parMcularJy 
by  l^jt  b.o^-  fVieDil  wbo  had  last  spol^en 
(Mf.  I^ckhart),  and  wbo  bad  di9puted  tbe 
rjghi  to  ?ei^f  gopds  apd  dothea  \n  ca^e? 
of  f^lppy^  bf  (9ii]se  ))^  biwl  tpund  oo  statuti^ 
pnihe  sifbjcct;  t^ii^  seeiQing  to  forget  thai 
the  graater  p^rjt  oJF  tb^  law  pf  Epgl'^ftd  did 
not  ^^i  in  .a.py  posi^vi^  atatpjte,  but  ^/m 
dedoi:i;d  froi;n  this  cpos^at  u^^ge  of  tbje 
jp^g^  iof  U>e  j^.  Tb^r/B  w^s  an  in>- 
ppit^t  4i9tin^t^n^  wbicb  pverturped  much 
lb*t  had  beei>  alleged  ag^i  "  n, 

^t  gpoda  ipigbit  be.aej^ec  ar 

pHrpo^e ;    but  oot  that  I  ^je 

^9ed  ipr  one  purppfe  aj  or 

ftiio^r.     It  baii  be^n  a  le 

frpiirs^  of  the  discu&tion^  oj  at 

lit  W9#  tl^  coostafU  practic  b- 

tary  ^f  State's  /affice  vd  Retain  the  papers 
4»f  alieoa*  It  wa»  ioiperatiTe  on  tbjB  ^ouse 
|o  uiquirfB  wbe^ber  this  practice*  which 
bpd  bfU<»  persevered  in  for  20  years,  was» 
or  wi^  opt,  legaJ :  it  was  peculiarly  the 
idlity  pf  th^  (loMse  jealously  to  watch, 
^at  tb^  «>pat  formidable  an^  tremeodops 
power-^a  power  the  jpost  susceptible  of 
abusfe  of  japy  wbiicb  had  eyier  baen  vested 
jin  ^be  crown  of  England«*-sh<>pld  not  be 
Hboa^d.  Illej(al;  b^  would  venture  to  call 
tbat^Uetch  of  authprity,  by  wbixxb,  in  adt> 
diiipQ  to-  the  ||Ower  given  by  tbe  Alien 
>V^t  (odious  as  tha^  power  was)»  the  papers 
of  ^ny  i^eigp^er  could»  without  any  charge 
^Fing  bqe(i  prefi&rred  against  him,  be 
s^i^ed  by  .^e  SjBcretary  of  State.-^Tbe 
^W#r  qf  jthe  Secretary  of  State,  as  a 
.m^^iatrate,  bo  ibcwght  should  never  be 
Jbroi^t  ip  aid  P^  the  powers  oif  the  Alien 
A€$;  for  it  waa  not  agreeable  to  tbe  hoa- 
pj^rbl^  apirit  pf  the  British  law,  that  this 
^Act,  whicb  bad  bapn  m^de  to  provide 
-only  againat  extraordinary  danger  ^  the 
kingdoiPf  abotttld  b.p  p,Qfistrued  to  the  op- 
prramn  of  air^ugers,  by  being  yok^d  with 
ibpie  ppwc^r^  whjch  .w/^re  given  for  the 
porpoae  >of  br'w^ipg  o^d^rs  to  justice. 
Of  the  in^ivulual  wpo  was  the  subject  of 
tbe  diicpAsioo,  he  jcnpw  nothing ;  nor 
^nJd  be  ba^vie  fajd  ^any  tbiog*  bpt  for 
.aorne  a«per»i(on^.wbi^h  bisl^on.  and  learned 
frj/^d  (ibe  Sulicitor- Genera))  h^  cast  on 
bi«a.  IliiB  lear^d  fr;^p|d  b^  prefumejd 
iLbat  ithe  object  of  ^he  petiti(>ner  was,  to 
4Ua|roy  pvvlence, which  ought,  bp  jujurious 
io  w^  Tt^t  bis  leamcid  frjend  cpjuld 
.b»viB  bid  Alp  ip^ntipp  to  prejudice  tf^e 
,«Mdi  '^f  a  jlKy  MVirn  t^9  ^mifH^p 
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>a^  a  charge  from  which  he  need  not  ex- 
culpate bim.  But  that  such  expressions 
poiping  from  a  person  of  so  much  weight 
would  have  that  tSect,  be  thought  very 
probable.  If  such  insinuations,  or  raiher 
such  direct  charges,  were  thrown  out 
against  all  petitioners,  it  would  close  tha 
doors  of  the  House  agaipst  the  oppressed^ 
and  (lose  them  with  iron  bars  indeed. 

Tiie  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
l^ble. 

]^r.  Wkitbread  then  said,  that  no  time 
should  be  lost — no  period  suffered  to  in- 
tervene between  tbe  me^re  which  had 
bei^n  taken,  and  tbe  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  secret  committee;  for, 
otherwise,  tbe  unfortunate  man  who  pre^ 
septe^  tba  Petition  wovid  6nd  a  prejudice 
produced  against  himself.  He  alluded  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
nera) toward^  the  end  of  his  speech-— th^ 
tbe  motive  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  was,  to 
obt$in  tbe  possession  of  papers  that  woul^ 
operate  to  nis  conviction.  {The  Solicitor 
General  being  about  to  leave  tbe  House], 
Mr.  W.  said  be  hpped  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  not  leave  the  House;  for  he  in- 
tended to  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  which  would,  gite  great  reason 
to  believe  that  the  whole  object  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  was,  to  further  the  prose* 
cution  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  The  peti- 
tioner did  not  pj-ay  for  any  particular 
notes  or  papers ;  but  to  be  put  in  such  a 
state  as  to  enable  him  to  make  such  exer- 
tions for  his  defence,  as  he  would  have 
been  enabled  to  make  before  be  was  taken 
into  custody;  and  he  alleged,  that  being 
in  confinement,  he  .was  not  in  a  state  to 
make,  by  his  agents,  the  necessary  ea« 
quiries,  as  ibere  were  witnesses,  who 
were  material,  knownto  tbe  petitioner  only 
by  person.  He  should  return  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  ask  the  right  hon.  genilcroan 
(Mr.  H.  Addingtpn)  whether  he  woul^ 
positively  assert  that  the  arrest  of  tbe  pe- 
titioner was  not  occasioned  by,  or  at  all 
connected  with  the  prosecution  of  thp 
Stock  Exchange  ?  If  he  would  go  that 
lengthy  he  should  contend,  that  it  was  an 
unwarrantable  exertion  of  the  power  vest- 
ed in  the  crown  ;  and  if  he  went  the  fail 
length  of  disavowing  all  such  connection 
between  the  two  measures,  ha  (Mr.  W.^ 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  afford  tho 
House  grounds  to  suspect  tbe  truth  of  that 
disavowal,  by  some  correspondence  whicn 
he  should  read.  A  learned  and  hon.  gen- 
tleman bad  asked,  with  ^  tone  of  sarcasm, 
whi^   witfer  ill   grace    was    employed 
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tgaintt  petitioiMrt  for  jatlice*  why»  if  the 
cause  of  the  petiiioner  was  a  jail  ont,  be 
bad  Dot  fooDer  broaght  it  forward  i  Tbe 
reason  was,  Ibat  ibe  Hoete,  tbougb  opea 
Ip  all  complaintt»  was  only  opeo  wben  tbe 
ordinary  cbanneU  of  redress  were  sbut. 
If  be  bad  applied  io  the  House  without 
Slaving  prefioQsly  sought  redress  in  rain 
from  the  officers  of  Ibe  crown,  he  would 
liafe  been  told  that  he  should  first  bare 
•ought  redress  from  the  Secretary  of 
9tate.  This  he  had  now  done ;  and  hav- 
ing sought  in  vain,  he  applied  to  the 
House,  of  Commons,  where  the  Solicitor 
General,  the  representative  of  the  crown, 
tells  bim,  that  his  object  is  to  make  away 
'with  tbe  proofs  which  might  be  brought 
•gainst  him  on  his  trial.  Such  were  the 
unwarrantable  attempts  to  prejudice  the 
House ;  but  tbe  petitioner  should  be  pro* 
tected,  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  an  indivi- 
dual member  to  protect  him.  The  peti- 
tioner bad  constantly  applied,  but  for  a 
long  time  in  vain,  for  his  money-wiot  for 
tbe  identical  bank  notes,  but  for  money  to 

Say  the  jailor's  fees,  his  medici^l  atten- 
ants,  and  for  his  sustentation,  as  the  bon. 
centleman  said.  But  from  the  18tb 
April  to  the  iStb  May,  be  obtained  no* 
thing.  The  boo.  member  observed,  that 
the  petitioner,  being  confined*  was  de- 
prived of  tbe  opportunity  which  liberty 
would  afford  bim  of  preparing  the  means 
of  bis  defence.  He  complained  also  of 
the  letter  of  Mr^  Beckett  to  the  petitioner 
on  the  21st  of  April,  in  which  tbe  resto- 
ration of  his  property  was  promised ;  yet 
property  was  withheld,  which,  there  was 
every  reason  to  infer,  had  been  used  by 
the  prosecutors  of  the  Stock  Exchaoge 
Bffainst  Mr.  De  Befenger,  with  resard  to 
w^om  the  bill  of  indictment  was  found  a 
few  days  afterwards.  In  fact,  the  papers 
of  Mr.  I)e  Berenger  were  refused ;  but 
^pies  truly  were  offered  to  bim.  Upon 
what  ground,  however, Ite  (Mr.  W.)  would 
%sk,  were  these  papers  seised  at  all?  He 
called  upon  the  right  bon.  gentleman  opn 
posite  rMr.  Addington}^  to  say,  by  what 
part  of  tbe  law  such  a  seizure  could  btf 
werrant^  ?  In  his  judgment,  such  a  sei- 
zure was  wholly  unwarrantable^  But  it 
^as  said,  that,  although  the  seiiore  migh^ 
not  be  iostified  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  it 
would  bl^ve  been  a  clumsy  oversight  not; 
to  have  seized  Mr.  De  Berenger^s  papers^ 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case ;; 
and  it  was  said  also,  that  sucb  a  seizure; 
vru  according  ta  tbe  practice  which  had; 
ipraTailed  in  the  SicreUry  nf  Scato'e  ff^% 
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Sartment  wMi  regard  to  aliens.  To  the 
rst  statement,. he  however  sbfuM  say^ 
that  no  public  officer  could  be  justified  m 
exceeding  the  provisions  of  the  law )  and 
to  the  second,  that  no  practice  could  war- 
rant a  violation  of  the  principles  of  the 
constitution.  If,  indeed,  tbe  contrary 
were  maintained,  the  issue  of  general  war- 
ranu  #ould  have  been  held  sacred.  On 
the  5th  of  May,  Mr.  Beckett  informed 
Mr.  De  Berenger  that,  even  should  be 
be  bailed  under  the  indictment  respecting 
the  transaction  at  the  Stock  Exchange,  be 
would  not  be  liberated,  but  referred  te 
the  custody  of  a  king's  messenger;  and 
Mr.  De  Berenger  had  been  so  ilf-trcated 
in  that  custody,  that  he  preferred  remain* 
ing  even  hi  Newgate.  There,  howerert 
the  petitioner  was  condemned  to  remain 
without  bis  money,  without  the  means  of 
obtaining  subsistence  or  medical  relief. 
But  at  length,  on  the  13tb  of  May,  tte 
property  of  Mr.  De  Berenger,  inclodiag 
186/.  in  notes  (but  not  the  notes  tak^n 
from  Mr.  De  Berenger),  was  restored  to 
him ;  that  is,  above  a  month  af^er  be  had 
been  robbed  of  it ;  for  be  could  not  hesi* 
tate  to  call  it  robbery ;  ftnd  was  robbery 
to  be  atoned  for  by  mere  restitution,  ac« 
cording  to  the  law  of  England  ?  If  the 
Attorney  General  were  to  argoe  such  « 
transaction  con  amort,  what  an  effect  woul4 
his  eloquence  and  rectitude  produce  npoa 
the  minds  of  a  jury  ?  A  Tory  different 
effect,  indeed,  •M  be  apprehended,  frooa 
that  fvhfcb  the  learned  gentleman  en- 
deavoured upon  this  occasion  to  produce 
in  that  House.  The  bon.  member  ex- 
pressed his  intention  to  follow  the  prece* 
dent  of  the  House  in  tbe  case  of  Mr. 
Colville  confined  in  Cold  Bath*fields.  In 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  in  that 
case,  nothing  improper  transpired.  Tbe 
result  was,  a  report  justifying  tbe  xondect 
of  ministers  in  detaining  that  alien  in  cos- 
tody,  by  stating  that  his  detention  was  ne« 
cessary  to  the  wety  of  the  state ;  and  if  n 
^milar  report  were  made  on  tbe  case  of  the 
petitioner,  no  blame  could  atuch  to  mi* 
nisters.  But  for  the  sake  of  justice  and 
humanity— *for  the  aake  of  the  minister^ 
whose  character  was  implicated  by  tbe 
conduct  complained  of  by  the  petitioner 
«-and  for  the  sake  of  tbe  petitioner  him* 
self,  he  called  upon  the  House  to  instttole 
an  enquiry.,  lliat  enquir]^  was,  indeed, 
necessary  t^  satisfy  the  ends  of  public 
justice— ii<>  maintain  the  principles  of  the 
British  Qonstitution— end  te  afibrti  e  fair 
opp<^)tUHijty  ef  justifieeiioB  te  uk  obenen^ 
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friendless  foreigner— to  a  much  tradaeed 
indWidoal.  The  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  moring,  **  That  a  select  com- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
circnmsta/bces  connected  with  the  arrest 
and  detention  of  Charles  Randoin  De  Be- 
renger,  now  a  prisoner  in  his  Majesty's 
gaol  of  Newgate/' 
Sir  F.  Burdett  seconded  the  motion. 
On  the  question  being  put» 
Mr.  Jkukum  said«  he.  did  not  consider 
that  any  ground  had  been  stated,  which 
could  warrant  the  House  in  adopting  the 
motion  of  the  bon.  gentleman ;  and  with 
that  feeling  he  thought  the  best  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  question,  would  be  to 
no? e,  that  the  House  should  proceed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day.«»As  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  had  been 
arraigned  on  this  occasion,  he  considered 
it  penectly  justifiable  4  and,  for  his  own 
part,  if  he  were  acting  as  a  magistrate,,  he 
ahouk)  think  if  he  gave  up  the  idenUcal 
articles  of  property  claimed  by  Mr.  Be- 
renger^  which  might,  he  did  not-say  would, 
lead  to  his  conviction,  he  should  be  guilty 
of  a  dereliction  of  his  public  duty,  as 
adopting  a  line  of  conduct  which  would 
tena  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice*  It  ap- 
peared, that  they^were  called  upon  to  de- 
fend themseWeSf  not  on<  account  of  the 
arrest  of  Berengor,  but  because  it  was 
deetned  necessary  to  .take  from  Irim  cer- 
tain articles.  This  was  a  very  delicate 
point  to  entertain.  Ha  did  not  meaH  to 
say,  that  the  practice  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  should  not  be  enquired  into  ; 
but  he  deprecated  a  hasty  and  precipitate 
decision.  The  question  did  not  stand  on 
the  fact  of  Bereoger  being  in  a  peculiar 
situation— it  was  not  to  be  argued  on  that 
ground.  What  they  were  to  enquire  was^ 
whether,  under  a  general  position,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  had  not  a  right,  with  re- 
lerence  to  the  safety  of  the  oountr3%  to 
^eise  those  papers  ?  If  it  were  the  practice 
of  the  office,  under  the  eye  of  parliament,, 
to  detain  the  papers  of  suspected  indivi- 
doals,  then  there  arose  a  presumption,  that 
fnch  a  proceeding  was  not  an  abuse  of 

.  power,  but  a  fair  exercise  of  it.  The  Se« 
CTotary  of  State  did  not  assume  this  power 
merely  firom  the  situation  which  he  filled ; 
it  was  a  power,  which,  in  time  of  war, 
aatorally  and  necessarily  extended  orer 
sdieoa-rand  h^  knew,  that  at  the^  time  the 
Allan  Act  was  introduced,    very   great 

.  ^onbto  existed,  whether  such  an  enact- 
SB#sit  ware  wanted,  to  enable  the  King  to 

'i«pid>«liaiip^otofbisdoiniiiioni»    Kow^it 
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did  appear  to  him  quite  absurd,  on  send* 
ing  an  alien  out  of  the  kingdom  for  sedi- 
tious practices,  to  gire  him  at  I  his  papers, 
comprising,  perhaps,  those  very  docu- 
ments on  which  the  belief  of  his  crimN 
nality  was  founded  ;  or  to  permit  him  to 
depart*  without  examining  what  money  he 
had  about  him,  for  the  purpose  of  disco*, 
vering,  if  possible,  from  whom  be  receiv* 
ed  payment.  The  motion  for  the  com- 
mittee, which  came  before  him  and  be- 
fore the  House  by  surprise,  was  not  sop- 
ported  on  any  ground  that  could  con? ince 
him  of  its  necessity.  The  case  of  Colyille, 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  was  yery  dif- 
ferent. That  person  had  been  long  in 
confinement,  and  examination  became  ne- 
cessary. Many  of  the  questions  that  had 
now  been  asked,  could  be  answered,  with- 
out hsTtng  recourse  to  a  committee ;  but,  at 
all  events,  he  did  not  think  it  would  ba 
right ,  to  comply  with  the  motion,  under 
the  novel  circumstances  which  accompa- 
nied it.— The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  having  first  moved  that  the  Petition 
do  He  on  the  table,  and  immediately  after, 
having  procured  some  more  documents, 
callea  upon  the  House  to  adopt  a  fresh 
proceeding.  The  right  bon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  moving,  '*  That  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  be  proceeded  in.'' 

Mr.  Homer  said,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  against  the  motion,  had  given 
a  stronger  colour  of  importance  to.  the  de- 
bate, than  it  before  had.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  who  last  sooke  had  stated,  that 
Uie  question  came  before  him  by  surprise ! 
Thi.<«  was  one  of  the  most  extraordihary 
chrcumstances  he  had  ever  heard.  What 
was  the  surprise  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
complained  of  ?  A  transaction  well  known 
to  the  gentlemen  opposite  was  introduced, 
and  their  own  -correspondence  was  read 
in  their  presence,  in  that  House ;  this  was 
the  whole  foundation  for  the  statement 
that  they  were  taken  by  surprise.  Surely 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  H.  Adding- 
ton^,  who  was  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  had  a  right  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  case  !  Certainly  they  might  allow  the 
ffentlemen  opposite  time  to  prepare  their 
defence ;'  fa^t  the  House  ought  not  to 
forget,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  was 
most  urgent— that  be  prayed  for  his  libe- 
ration, in  order  that  he  might  collect  evi* 
d^nce,  and  facilitate  his  just  defence— so 
that  he  might  be  placed  on  a  level  with 
his  eoUlofeodanU  in  the  indictment.  Un- 
doubtedly there  might  be  a  good  reason 
for  his  datention«-bnt  that  reason  ought 
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U  Im  most  dMrly  poi«kd  o«t  to  tfif 
fixate,  IW  rigtii  htm.  f^tl«infti»  toU 
tiiMa  Aftiie  vooM  h»  trjtd  omI wMk,  ftod 
tliftiliewMMtliai.  RMiAiie^nlflMifr- 
TttiioB  Of  htiBilur  toMpier  iWm  •mUMNi 
that  ef ory  «ffKMitiMty  aImmiM  Ini  ai^rM 
kkn  to  «ftk«  (he 
|#r  kit  irwlr««i 
iecwid,  4i  im 

bt  faftd  kMo  twMty  yMn  in  tMi  fiOffPtry 
m  him  M^ttty^M  mmum.  He,  for  mm, 
4i4Miwiik4o  fnit^briii^Mry  attoilM 
liyllty  of  4lw  povrar  iOK«r«ttod,  al  Iko 
mnmm  tiiumwt  Let »  pffopar  fnato  i^ 
aMd«iP-4«t4lM  Alko  ▲et*««crapiikMMl|r 
^Kamimedp  4o  mo  fdMkor  kk  Mayoifty^4i 
Mreimttotti  ko4  noi  eoflMoiliod  o.  M^ 
efHDo  ooil  MiiipniMnnr,  io  OMoipMf  o 
poipor  wkMhkMaotgijrc  Botoilikit 
M  aoilmg4o  ^  witk  tko  pcayor«f  tbo 
potkioa^oad  kwot^ke^iMyof  Atllooio 
lo  «o0  ioMBodkuoAy,  oriMt  i^iHM^iiAy  ikoio 
WM  for  doioioiDg  ikk  jnon  JD  €mmif. 
llo  fTM  ^itiBg  4o  aecMfc,  «•  4o6i,  ikc 
olotooMiH  of  tkc  \mim  mtrtmry  <lir.ti. 
AMingten)*  tkot  km  ^oicotioo  kod  bo* 
^AnM  -10  4o  w««k  4ke  frood  on  th^Siodc 
SKobflUge.  ITkot  irood  oboold  bo  most 
fBiniiiely  inqotred  into;  oad  tko  poMi^ 
were  orach  ^ligvd  to  tkoto  iadHridook 
who  bed  osoflod  chMMelyot  io  trtciii^  it 
40  itf  eoorce ;  but  if  k  nboold  be  fiMind 
4hftt  Bereuor  wes  iaifMrM^ed  in  ccm- 
oeqoeBco  of  Ikot  fnMid,  tikc«  bo  bed  no 
kotitetioa  tn  w^ing,  Iket  tlho  indfvidoeile 
%y  wkoei  tket  impritoiiment  wee  eolbo- 
•risod,  wece  foilty  of  e  •btgk  crieK  end 
fBHdemeonor. 

Mr.  M.  Addi9igt(m%m4,4}m  boked  4)op- 
•teinly  boon  taken  bf  Bonpriee,  kocooae 
ibe  kon.  geatleeien  (Mr«  Whitbueod)  had 
eletod  di0ti»cily»  4bet«  ooIom  ke  (Mr. 
AddiMftoB)  or  oomo  dbor  goniloaien  on 
4het  Mde  of  the  Hoose,  ooold  ^ifco  tetiifeo- 
tory  enswort  4o  kk  4iitorrogetoi<os,  ke 
oroeM  prokaM/,  et  -a  <iKare  doy>  ^fnoro.for 
e  coeooiiilee  toinvotltgeteiho  treniectioa. 
^Fbie  iflifHesiod  bioaself  «nd  otkor  tmm. 
tnemberfl  with  an  idee,  that  tko  .^joeetion 
.  wotHd  not  4bon  be  dkooMed.  end  nany 
gootionMn  had  atkod  kin  lobolbor  «ke»e 

wee  «oy  «eco«ity  for  thorn  lo  otey 

^Leoghter,  end  cries  of  iloer.)^^-s^key 
Fere  eC  ooofte  omnoos  4o  'koow^  wboiker 
tkedobote  watHkely  toconeoB,  es'thoy 
foight-wiflh  lo  lake o pert  ink.  Chekoo. 
MBtlemon  eertiunly  ooold  #et  ^espoot, 
Ihet  be;«faoaM  be  jpreperod,  on  the  monooty 
^  enswor  eH  ktt  ^qooatione.  "Yke  oedy 
Mticeliokhd  fecetyod  of  the  MNHien  from 


tm 


the  hm-  fentlevien  wee,  $u 
thei  he  voold  probably  present  e  po^tioa 
ij»  the  Aoorse  of  the  ot 0ning#  froiy^  ^ 
ronger ;  end,  es  he  had  doteraiinod  90^  t^ 
o^Hie  k«  if  it  wore  rtispoctfuUy  wordM^ 
ho  ^hovgbt  it  w/fo|d  heve  bfen  pn#re)y  m^ 
$W»ry  fi»r  him  |oet#io  gon#raUv.  the  cir- 
camstences  of  the  transaction.  Xn  his  opi-r 
monw^fnm^faekcmA  had  b9fip  nif  cW^t 
to  iodace  a  synpiciwi'ikat  tho  Secr^ary  of 
$ttto  ke4  #bii#ed  biy  fMOiproa  m^^  the 
iJion  Ad.  4»i'  if  o«  jvwo  /ocir  oai» 
ororeoMde  otH*  ho  c^l4  not  s^  the  pror 
pijoty  «r  noceasity  of  agrei»ipg  t9  rof^ 
the  kiienidi  <to  o  coaMaiiftee. 

Mr.  fansne/tr  a^y«r  heard  a  m^ro  i«^ 
MMM  itan^aafoi t  omdo  in  bi$  Life  ky  my 
aentiUcawu  Ahan  ihat  milk  which  they 
JMjqst  bom  itfooced;  Md  bo  tstiyred 
Ike  nttkt  kon.  jeoUeeMii.  itha^  he  <Bi» 
okUged  lo  bi«  for  hie  ce9doiir.«n(A 
teq§h.)-«^jo  was  not  diapopod  to  pt^ss  ijbf 
yitafcinn  lo  an  iaaoMdiaile  df;ckioil»  ai4 
4barefereke  would  ptopofo,  that  the  jwo* 
^iopehoaU  be  odjogimd  tiit  Monday  or 

T«^«y. 

Mr.  iBodknnr  aeid,  ^ene  wjis  ^^^yn 
Motion  and  etnondoaanthofefiP  the  Ummi 
hfi  wished  a  decision  to  take  pW*e  ab 
tkoae.  If  the  soggesiion  of  the  right  koa. 
genllemeA  (Mr.  Ponsooby)  were  Copied, 
ko  veeoU  not  he  placed  in  so  fr^porahie  o 
tmmtion  on  Monday*  ni  that  in  which  bo 
Bt  present  etood. 

Mr.  IFii^coJ  obionred,  thet,  when  ho 
•ori^pneUy  address^  the  Hoese  on  the 
4NStitioa,  ke  had  csirtainly  signiAed  bis  in- 
tontion,  no  (ess  be  seceirod  e  smkractoi-y 
oxplanatioo  on  the  anhjeot,  to  move  f^r  «i 
ooauni^too  on  o  fotnre  day*  A«t,  in  ikie 
ooonse  of  the  debate,  so  moch  ^irejudico 
was  op||arent--»and  the  ergnmenis  of  ae- 
verel  l^^nied  gentlemen  eppi^aried  ao  nn- 
jttst,  that  ke  ^U  himself  bonnd  to  toke  the 
ot^  he  kad  done—^Bot  bMring  relteTe^l 
kisMetf,  by  the  cotorse  he  pnrsned,  bis 
«bjeot  w^  gained,  and  he  |soi»)d  itbeor- 
feUy  a^fsoe  lo  adionna  ihe  fi^^oU  lijl 
Mojadoy.  Noridid  ke  tbinic  ibot,  by  onch 
o  pnaoeedinjE,  the  d'ight  boo*  gentioni^nn 
wcMikl  be  ptooed  in  a  woste  aiVtotiuo ; 
.for,  t^toe  wkeeepeaaonstl  chacgea  of  loot- 
sriieiniftiBtien  hod  been  «ade  against  10- 
alioidnak,  theidehete  hed-fcaqneBtfy  hem 
Bd^BBBod,  and  ye*  the  party  aooneirl 
oeoer  foBBd kiaaeelfie a  worae Mai«  tkap 
4iofore«  Two  aeeaoos  fMtisdilar^  k>- 
jdeoed  diim  *to  agnee  4o  tbejest^rinneiii; 
f^m,  'i>eoet]so  iiko  /ight  koB.  .gentleewi 
»(Mr.  J[.  Adding! on)  eeid.  if 
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ti#«f  iftfisfAiitiirtiy ;  tnd  sext,  becftu^e 
Hodtt  of  motors,  tvbo  mcaat  to  sptak  d» 
file  qfMfttioB,  had>  rt  tetiM,  gone  ftwty, 
tfml  hft  did  not  wiih  ibe  light  boo.  gentU*^ 
nnm  \b  ligbt  with  fbwer  troops  tbftn  h^ 
b^  it  id  bii  ffowtr  io  i«ti8ter-^(A  Itofh.) 
Tbe  rfgbt  hon.  gtmleinan  h^  taid,  thttt 
B^retigbr  was  not  arretlod  on  aay 
ebargo'  trbMeVer  connected  with  tbe 
Stock  Bxeban^.  Bot  tbst  wat  net 
«n6agb.  He,  woald  ask,  on  the  solemn 
flfBporisf^Hity  of  the  right  ben/gentlemen^ 
whistbev  B^rfeng^  wis  new  detained  m 
coosequetiee  of  tb^  Sc^k  Bxdnnge  frbo4 
•-^r  b6ctte«e  it  wns  considered  tfaet  tbo 
Mttttt  W<M>ld  be  more  Settare  if  be  were  iltt<* 
prisoned,  than  if  h«  were  et  iargb  ?  Tbe 
Mn.  genilenian  then  celled  ttptti  the  Heese 
«o  mark  partknileriy  tbe  prayel*  of  ibe  pe- 
tition ;  which  we8>  «'  that  the  petitiener 
shitold  bd  Kbereted«  ob  biil ;  thatt  b0  iiight' 
P'l^pare  fbr  hil  defsnte  ;  which  bb  couW 
ivot  do  in  priMlt,  4nd  wbicb  no  hooMii 
soul  oQt  of  priMW,  coeld  do  but  himself/' 
If  this  prayer  were  refesedy  tben  tbe  cen- 
tictioi)  on  his  (Mr.  Whifbreed's)  mind 
was^  thsft  tbe  S^retary  of  State  considered 
Iris  freedom  es  dttngeroin  to  the  state; 
etid  nothing  less  than  fuli  preMf  of  tbe 
foandation  of  sttdt  a  feeHng  eoold  satisfy 
tbe  j«iktice  of  th^  i^ase. 

Mr.  Baiham  persevered  in  bis  amend - 
ment»  aftd  the  gaMery  wsn  cleaired  for  a 
itivfstoifi.  Tbe  Hoese  did  not,  itoweter, 
divide*— and,  as  we  onderscood,  the  te*^ 
newal  of  the  discussion  was  fix^d  fbr 
Monday  the  29d  Instant. 
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pRtiTioH  fr6w  thb  City  of  Lonooh 

aftSt*«CTING     THE     CORH    TsADB.l        Mr. 

SheriiTMagnay  appeared  at  the  bar  with 
a  P^iiion  from  tbe  lord  mayor  and  cor- 
.  poration  of  London^  praying  that  no  al- 
teration might  be  made  in  the  Corn  JUaws 
during  this  session. 

The  Speaker  thooght  it  tris  duty  to  no* 
thre^  that  this  Petition  was  preseaied  fay 
only  one  of  tbe  sherifl^.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  a  sat'ofactory  reason  could  bt  aseigned 
to  the  House  for  the  non-aitemiaoca  of 
iht  other,  as  the  ibrm  reqoirisd. 

Sir  «/l  Ska^  sttted,  that  the  other  sherMT 
was  indiiposed. 

The  Speitker  said,  that  this  was,  ^ 
.  eohrse,  a  perfectly  ^atisfisctory  rteason  fm 
bis  absence. 

The  P&titmn  was  brought  up^  and  rend ; 
i^tittg  forih,  «<  That  the  petitienei^  lHit« 
aUeniihrely  consWei^   tM    pro^Kf^ifpi 


pending  in  tl^  House,  ibr  regulating 
tbe  importation  of  corn  into  the  United 
Kingdoiti)  and  that  the  alterations  pro* 
posed  to  be  OHMle  in  tbe  laws  for  regu*^ 
laiiag  the  importati6n  of  corn  appear  to 
the  petitioners  to  he  matter  of  the  moM 
serieus  importance;  and  it  would  be 
highly  desirable  that  no  material  altera- 
tion siiotild  take  niaee  therein  until  a 
more  Imiple  trial  nas  been  had  o^  their 
efieet»  nnder  existing  circamstances ;  and  ** 
prayuifp,  that  the  consideration  of  tbe  pro- 
ceedings for  regulating  tbe  importation  of 
corn  may  be  fKljoarned  to  tbe  next  session  &  , 
whereby  a  more  accural  judgmenlaaa 
opinion  can  bo  formed  than  ai  this  time» 
and  tbe  fullesi  opportunity  would  bm 
thereby  aierded  for  tbe  doe  consideration 
of  a  qne8tk»n  of  such  magnitode.^' 
Ordeeed  to  lie  open  tbe  Ublo» 

Annuities  to  Lobd  Ltnedock,  &c.} 
The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  moved  the 
order  of  tbe  day  for  taking  into  fortlier 
considoratien  tim  Hesolatien  for  granting  ^ 
an  anaiiity  of  ^j09Qi  per  annnm  to  lord 
LynedecL 

In  the  committee,  the  right  ban.  gea* 
tlenrali  etaled,  that  it  l»d  been  usual  to 
confine  grants  of  tb^s  description  to  threo 
flUiccessiye  lives i  bat  as  it  was  felt  that  tte 
ibnrth  ocA>leman  in  successioa,  unless  soasa 
fortnite«svire«nistance  oecarred^  might  l»o 
totally  unable  to  opbold  the  necessary 
splendour  of  bis  situation,  it  was  deemed 
andvtsable  to  render  the  annuity,  as  in  thn 
case  of  tbe  duke  of  Wellington,  CO'^icten- 
sive  with  the  title.  It  was  not  intended 
to  increase  the  sera  already  Toted  So  these 
gsHant  officers;  in  the  present  state  of 
tbe  finances  of  the  country*  as  4Siuch  bad 
been  done,  as  a  futft  sense  of  fubko 
ttconomy  would  admit  He  tlim  moved» 
r  That  an  anmnrl  sum  of  2;000/.  should  ba 
granted  to  hm  Majesty  oat  of  ike  ConsoU- 
dated  Fund,  to  be  iaid  oat  in  tbe  moii  bo* 
neficial  manner  for  Thomas  lord  Lyno* 
dock,  and  those  wim  enccoedt€  tnm  kk  Che 
title." 

Mr.  W,  SbM-approved  of  ihe. principle 
of  not  "giving  too  large  and  extensive  pen* 
sions,  wfth  ttic  peerage :  the  laUttr  was  m 
itMflf  a  great  reward.  It  was-not  necessary 
that  a  man^bo  bad  raised  himself  to  no* 
biKty  by  hit  e«|)loits,  sheuhl  live  4n  ibe 
same  st^e^  iplendoer  •$  one  who  bad 
not  ^tich  eKplotts  to  adorn  bis  sifcontion* 
it  was  ibe  ^mere  mdeisable  to  be  oaottoia 
oh  this  eobjeet,  as  in  overy  WarWefOM|bt 
•ipact  (bat  tboto  would  be  mnni  ^of 
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•tanees  where  similar  rewards  would  be 
necessary. 

Sir  C.  Mmck  said  a  few  words,  coinctdiog 
with  the  Resolution  as  it  was  now  altered. 

Mr.  Stuart  WortUy  objected  to  the  crea- 
tion of  peers*  if  the  fioapres  of  the  country 
were  not  compfteot  to  furnish  them  with 
adequate  pensions.  ,  Persons  so  created 
mighty  pefhaps/  fo^  their  own  Ii?e8»  be 
.  able  to  support  their  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence; but  the  ineyitable  consequence 
must  be,  that  their  descend anti  in  some 
generations  must  look  to  the  existing 
goTerument  for  maintenance  and  pro- 
tection. 

After  .a  few  words  from  the  Chancellor 
ef  the  Exchequer,  the  Resolution  was 
agreed  to,  conferring  2,Q00/.  annoalJy  on 
lord  Lynedock  and  his  heirs  male. 

Resolutions  precisely  similar  were  paned 
with  respect  to  lord  Hill  and  lord  Beres- 
ford. 

Wool  Trade.]  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Huskissoii,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Act  of  the  9th  and  10th 
of  William  3^  for  preventing  the  ezporu- 
tion  of  wool. 

Mr.  HvMwm  stated,  that  by  the  Act  in 
^estion,  no  farmer,  within  ten  miles  of 
the  coasts  in  the  counties  of  Kent  and 
Sussex,  was  allowed  to  remove  his  wool 
from  the  place  where  it  was  deposited, 
without  irst  stating  to  the  proper  officer, 
not  only  the  number  of  fleeces  he  had 
sheared,  but  the  entire  weight;  under  pain 
of  forfeiting  three  times  the  value  of  the 
wool  so  removed.  As  this  was  productive 
of  much  vexation  to  the  growers  of  wool 
in  those  districts,  he  wished  to  place  them 
exactly  on  a  level  with  persons  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  leaving  the  laws 
against  the  exportation  of  wool  in  (nil 
force^aud,  for  that  purpose,  he  would 
move  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the 
said  Act  as  inflicted  the  penalties  he  had 
mentioned^ 

The  ReJBflkioft  was  agreed  to. 

Corn  Trade.]  Mr.  l^umka  said,  the 
motion  which  he  was  about  to  pi^opose  was 
not  brought  forward  with  a  view  to  create 
any  unnecessary  delay  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  House.  The  committee  for  which 
he  intended  to  move  might  easily,  he  cou- 
ceived,  come  to  a  report,  within  so  short  a 
time  as  not  to  prevent  parliament  from 
adopting  measures  on  the  subject  of  the 
corn  trade,  if  necessary,  this  session.  He 
was  aoxioua  that  the  {lonso  ahould  be 
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accurately  informed^  whai  the  actual  state 
of  the  com  trade  at  present  was;   wmA 
what*  its  sitoatioii  was  likely  to  be,  wiU| 
referettfceto  importation,  before  the  next 
harvest,  and  ibr  two  or  three  months  after 
it.    If  they  were  in  poisesiion  of  tliis  in* 
formation,  they  would  know  bow  to  act. 
But  it  #aa  very  dangerous  for  them  to  pro* 
ceed  in  new-modellin|p  the  com  lavr^  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  without  knowing  the 
probable  terms  of  the  peace,  or  the  effect 
it  nught  have  on  the   finances  of  the 
country.    A  worse  period  could  not  bare ' 
been  selected  for  entertaining  the  cfaeatioiu 
•»He  wished  to  ooiifiae  tlM  coottiitee  to 
the  consideratioa  of  two  poinu :    First, 
What  is  the  state  of  the  foreign  com  now 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  next,  what  is  the 
opinion  of  ike  bMl  inforased  persons  as  to 
the  probable  importation  of  com  from 
abroad,  dnririg  the  time  he  had  mentioned. 
This  information  could  onl^  be  procUM^ 
by  oral  testimony— tisd,  if  it  appeared, 
that  there  was  no  likelih6od  of  foreign 
com  coming  into  the  oMirket  for  some 
time,  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  re* 
main  as  we  were.    If  the  contrary  wem 
apprehended,  then  it  might  be  pioper  to 
reaqrt  to  some  legislative  measorew  .  The 
honT  gentleman  then  moTed,  ''That  a 
Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  corn  trade,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
importation  and  warehousing  of  foreign 
com,  and  to  report   their   observations 
thereupon ;  togeth^  with  the  minntei  of 
evidence  which  jnay   be  taken    before 
them.'*     . 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  rose  to  second  the  bm« 
tioD  I  and  not  in  consequence  of  any  newly 
acquired  lights,  but  in  perfect  conformity 
with  the  opinion  he  bao  shortly  delivered 
in  one  of  the  early  debates  on  the  resolu- 
tions. He  then  bad  said,  and  bv  every 
thing  which  had  since  passed  he  was 
cennrmed  in  the  opinion,  that  the  House 
was  not  ripe  to  decide  on  the  final  mea- 
sure. It  was  unnecessary,  on  the  present 
motion,  to  enter  into  the  general  reason- 
ings on  the  subject  at  large ;  it  seemed 
to  him  enough  to  induce  any  gentleman 
to  support  the  proposition  for  a  committee, 
that  sufficient  grounds  were  not  yet  laid 
for  an  ulterior  proceeding.  The  evidence 
of  the  committee  of  last  year  was  little 
applicable  to  present  circumstances,  and 
nothing  further  had  been  adduced.  He 
approved,  therefore,  of  the  committee, 
even  should  the  inquiry  go  no. further 
than  the  honourable  mover  had  proposed  ; 
but  bo  approfed  it  still  more,  la  tbu  ooii« 
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viciion  that  when  once  appointed,  the  in* 
^uiry  would  probably  be  far  more  exten* 
sive,  and  embrace  so  many  points  as  might 
delay  the  whole  measure  till  another  year; 
an  event  which  be  regarded  as  very  desira* 
ble,  because  affording  opportunity  to  ob- 
tain that  knowledge  \yhich  farther  time 
only  coold  bestow,  but  which  was  neces- 
jary  to  enable  the  House  to  legislate 
wisely  and  safely  on  the  matter.  Who 
could  yet  say  what  might  be  the  effect  of 
peace,  and  the  commercial  treaties  to  be 
made  in  consequence,  on  the  state  of  mar- 
kets either  at  home  or  abroad?  Farther,, 
was  not  parliament  pledged  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  property  tax  in.  a  short 
period  after  the  restoration  of  tranquillity 
<— and  would  not  the  remission  of  that 
burthen  make  an  immense  difference  both 
to  landlords  and  tenants,  and  enable  both 
far  better  to  support  a  very  considerable 
reduction  in  the  prices  of  produce  ?  He 
bad  before  alluded  to  the  state  of  our  cir- 
culating mediiim,  an  afiair  of  no  small  im- 
portance in  the  present  argument.  Be- 
sides, the  abundance  of  the  last  harvest 
was  notorious ;  and  when  the  quantity  so 
far  compemated  for  the  diminution  of 
price,  the  farmer  was  in  no  danger  su^ly 
of  being  so  much  injnred  in  one  season^'as 
to  discourage  agriculture  to  a  degree  at 
all  likely  to  affect  the  general  welfare. 
He  was  sure  also,  that  a  more  deliberate 
discussion,  and  aii  evident  desire  in  the 
House  to  obtain  all  requisite  information, 
would  convince  the  people  at  large,  that 
their  real  interests  were  consulted,  and 
render  tbem  hi  more  satisfied  with  what- 
ever, might  be  the  eventual  determination. 
OnehoD.  gentleman  had  proposed  to  avoid 
the  inconveniencies  which  haste  might 
occasion,  by  making  the  present  only  a 
temporary  measure;  but  in  an  affair  of 
such  magnitude  and  general  importance, 
it  was  surely  better  well  to  consider  and 
weigh  your  enactments,  and  even  to  p^t- 
pone  them  to  the  most  proper  and  conve- 
nient opportunities,  than  to  adopt  then^ 
hastily,  and  trust  to  remedy  their  defects 
by  future  and  even  speedy  alterations. 
Agriculture,  too,  ought  to  rest  on  niore 
steady  provisions;  its  very  nature  de- 
manded them  ;-^tbe  farmer  could  not  be 
every  year  changing  his  plans  without 
great  disadvantage.  And  for  all  tjiese 
reasons  he  should  support  the  motion— a 
motion  good  even  in  its  least  extent; 
better  still  if  carried  so  far  as  to  delay  till 
another  session  a  measure  which  he  felt 
biipself  at  present  bound  to  oppo^, 
(VOL.XXVU.)  '^ 


Sir  If.  Pamell  did  pot  think  that  any 
grounds  were  offered  fpr  the  committee. 
As  to  the  observation,  that  the  farmers 
could  not  be  ruined  in  one  year,  he  could 
not  agree  to  the  truth  of  it.  This  was  the 
time  in  which  all  the  torn  was  brought  to 
Dantzic  for  the  purpose  of  exportation ;  * 
and  if  the  present  measure  was  not  adopted, 
the  consequence  would  be,  that  there 
would  be  such  an  influx  of  foreign  corn 
into  the  market  ftsmust  have  the  effect  of 
converting  many  thousand  acres  of  tillago 
land  in  this  country  into  pasture. 

Mr.  Broadhead  was  for  the  coiqmittee. 
The  report  of  the  former  one  was  not  sucb 
as  Che  House  could  proceed  to  legislate 
upon  for  the  whole  kingdom,  as  it  related 
almost  exclusively  to  Ireland.  It  might 
be  a  deficiency  of  understanding  on  his 
part,  but  he  declared  to  God  he  could  not 
comprehend  what  the  House  had  done 
upon  that  report:  and,  whether  they 
meant  to  fix  the  price  at  6S«#  or  73«.  ^o 
knew  no  more  than  a  inan  in  the  clouds, 

Mr.  Rote  would  put  it  to  the  House  to 
decide,  whether,  as  there  was  not  suffi* 
cient  evidence  to  proceed  upon,  it  would 
not  be  infinitely  better  to  defer  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  entire  subject  till 
another  year  ^  and  that  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  for  the  express  purpose  oC  ^ 
obtaining  full  e? idence, 

Mr.  Peel  wished  the  Jlouse  to  consider 
the  time  at  which  the  proposition  for  the 
new  committee  (that  proposed  by  Mr« 
Bankes)  was  made.  In  consequence  of 
the  report  of  last  year,  two  Bills  were  now 
before  the  House ;  and  having  made  this 
progress,  it  is  now  proposed  to  have  a  new 
committee,  to  do  the  whole  work  over 
again.  Why  was  not  the  necessity  for 
this  committee  seen  before  ?  The  enquiriet 
that  might  be  made  by  it  could  only  be 
temporary  ;  and  when  they  were  made; 
wbs^  groond  could  there  then  be  to  legist 
late  upon  ?  The  effect  would  be,  that  tbfl 
enquiry  would  be  made  on  circumstances 
that  would  perpetually  vary,  and  thus  % 
new  committee  of  investigation  would  be 
necessary  every  year.  He  did, not  think 
that  any  thing  further  was  requisite  to 
enable  the  House  to  proceed.  If  ever  it 
intended  to  legislate,  the  late  decision,  in 
the  proportion  of  five  to  one,  was  sufficient 
authority  to  enable  it  to  do  so, 

Mr.  Frotkeroe  said,  he  .had  never  dis« 
guised  his  opinion  as  to  the  defective  evi« 
dence  on  which  the  original  report  wa$ 
founded.  It  was  almost  entirely  confined 
to  the  agricultural  interesti  of  Ireland} 

(3S) 
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•nd  he  thought  the  people  of  Eitdatid  had 
a  right  to  the  same  advantage  or  ioqcrfry. 
Ht  should,  therefore,  vote  for  the  motion; 
Mr.  Alderman  C.  SptUh,  ootess  he  cocrld 
obt^n  further  information,  would  vote 
against  the  measure  altogether^  At  pre- 
sent, he  was  for  the  committee. 

Sir  John  Newport  opposed  the  committee. 
It  would  only  occasion  useless  delay,  and 
^ive  opportunity  for  raisinr  a  clamour 
against  the  measure.  The  House  should 
never  suffer  clamour  of  this  kind  to  have 
the  least  influence  upon  their  decisions. 
If  he  were  to  write  to  his  constituents,  and 
tell  them  that  they  were  deeply  interested 
in  the  success  of  this  measure,  and  by  this 
means  procure  meetings  and  combinations, 
as  had  been  done  in  other  places,  he  shotild 
be  called  a  seditious  man.  He  admitted, 
that  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  a 
good  deal  directed  to  Ireland,  not  for  the 
exclusive  interest  of  that  country,  but  to 
ascertain  her  capacity  to  make  England 
independent  of  foreign  countries  by  her 
own  produce  and  that  of  Ireland.  He 
again  deprecated  the  influencing  of  the 
passions  of  the  people,  who  never  look 
Deyond  momeutafy  gratification,  toward 
future  distress.  ' 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Ex<Atqm'  certainly 
thought,  that  on  a  part  of  the  subject  the 
House  had  not  obtained  sufficient  infor- 
mation. In  his  opinion,  the  House  would 
disgrace  itself  by  proceedrtiff  so  far  as  it 
bad  done,  and  not  going  nutber.  But 
without  proper  information  we  should  still 
be  left  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  general 
Average,  and  therefore  he  preferred  the 
graduated  scale.  The  delay  of  a  year 
would  bave  a  considerable  effect  in  the 
way  of  information;  for  little  could  be 
obtained  before,  respecting  the  foreign 
trade ;  but  as  far  as  it  went,  what  had  been 
obtained  was  satisfactory.  On  the  whole, 
be  was  disposed  to  support  the  motion  for 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Frederick  Douglas  denied  that  the 
object  of  ^he  proposers  of  the  Bill  was  to 
support  any  combination  of  landholders; 
but  the  House  was  calted  on  to'  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  agriculture.  A 
graduated  scale  of  any  sort  would  not 
effect  the  intended  purpose,  as  it  would 
enable  the  importing  merchants  to  outbid 
the  farmers.  He  should  oppose^  the 
motion. 

Sir  John  Sebright  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  committee  would  be  perfectly  useless. 
It  would  give  an  opportunity  to  the  con* 
MitueoU  to  get  ready  petitions  tea  times 
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air  Idttg  as  the  enormo^  otie  presented 
yesterday.  He  would  ask,  wtt«  it  IHiHjr 
that  tbere  was  any  person  in  ttUmo,  either 
gentleman  or  eliimBey<^weeper,  wbo>  if 
appealed  to,  would  say,  that  be  wewWiiol 
rafthefr  Have  bread  tbeap  than  dt»? 

Mr.  D&lf  was  agauMftfoO'COBsMtt^; 
as,  in  bis  opinion,  all  necewujr  igR>iin>«*> 
tion  bad  been  obtained^ 
.  Mr.  PMdf  thotigbt  it  bigHly  necessary 
that  the  committee  sboold  enter  iiitotbi 
enqcttry. 

Mr.  Ptetton  was  against  tbe  -cotiffnrttce* 
In  contfadiaCinction  to  nhtt  bad  be^n  said 
respecting  the  wealth  of  farmers,  he  wovid 
assert  that  these  persons  in  generiA  were 
in  very  narrowed  circtmifstances  ;  wai  in 
this  very  year,  unless  the  landlords  were 
very  merciftfl,  more  distresses' wonkl  hi 
taken  than  had '  been  executed  dormr  the 
last  20  years.  The  average  pHce  of  laod; 
be  contended;  aotwifhstanding  the  enor* 
moos  rates  at  which  pieces  •  were  some* 
times  purchased,  was  not  more  than  25s;: 
an  acre;  and  in  Seoflaefd,  landiord^weni 
glad  i&  get  '20i.  on  the  averHge. 

Mr;  Hwikiisan  would  not  hesitate  te  say; 
that  aflF  those  who  support^'  tbe  iboUon 
for  the  coormittee,  dM  so  with  a*  view  to 
defeat  the  measure  altogether*  "fh^ 
greatest  apprehension  might  wM  prevA 
in  the  country,  when  it  Was  a  fiief^  thai 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acrea  bad 
only  been  cultivated  cinder  the  iMv'oCthe 
improh^ility  thatf^efgn  coWr  wofiM  be 
import^:  and' (hose  who  hsRl  dfj^bvncd 
then*  capital  dn  irvdosures,  would  me  the 
day  wheh  they  had  dene  so,  unlese  just 
protection  v^0^  affhrd^  them^*  HewoaUl 
vote  against  going  into  the  coBHMittee 
at  all. 

Mr.  BaAttrn  was  i^  hvorhr  of  the  cen* 
mittee,  to  a  limited  exteiM.  He  alfariboied 
the  clamour  which  prerailed,  to  the  aeb- 
ject  not  having  been  brought  fbrwAM  at 
an  earlier  period  of  thfe  session. 

Mr.  Oammg  replied  to  the  remarks^ 
Mr.  Huskisson.  T^  (ThaneeHbr  of  the 
Bzchequer  had,  in  bis  bphiion,  been  urnA 
nnfiiirly  attacked,  accused  as  he  had  been 
of  tergiversation;  whil^  be  had  takea  te 
most  discreet,  just,  and  soend,  theogli  cer« 
tainly  not  the  most  popular  part,  tmrngh* 
out  the  whole  dncussion.  It  was  agread 
on  all  sides,  that  some  protection  was  ee* 
cessary  to  the  British  grower;  and-  it 
would  be  a  great  miifi>rtune  if  the  pre« 
ceedings  were  to  be  suspended  now,  while 
so  much  alarm  prevailed. 
Mr.  Btrnkci  explained.    Ho  conteiideA 
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that  nobody  wooM  ever  Ihiok  of  enacUng 
fi  permanent  law  at  sucb  a  tioie  as  this. 
"Since  this  period  last  year,  when  tbe  Re- 
port was  presented^ ,  twelye  months  bad 
passed,  more  eventful  than  any  io  history; 
end  whatever  report  might  have  been  then 
pre^nted,  it  would  have  been  insufficient 
io  legislate  upon  at  the  present  period. 
Qn  the  whole»  he  thot:^bt  the  House  could 
not  safely  venture  either  to  pass  the  law 
or  to  put  it  off. 

The  Question  was  then  put,  and  a  divi- 
sion took  place — In  favour  of  the  motion* 
^;  Against  k,  99^ — Majority,  57. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  M(nf  2S. 
Mr.  Sb  Berengeb.]  Mr.  WhUhread 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  for  tJie 
purpose  pf  moving  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Secret  Committee,  to  enquire  Into  the 
circumttances  attending  the  confiqement 
of  C.  R.  3aron  De  ]Perenger  on  the  felons' 
side  of  Newgate.  For  the  information  of 
auch  members  as  were  not  present  on  a 
former  nighty  he  recapitulated  the  various 
grounds  th^n  urged  for  complying  with 
l^e  motion;  and  noticed  the  single  ob- 
jection made  to  it,  that  the  under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (IVfr* 
JJ.    Addington^    bad   solemnly  asserted, 

jXhdX  Mr.  De  Beraoger  was  arrested  under 
Ibe  authority,  given  by  the  Alien  Act, 
on  charges  and  suspicions  totally  distinct 
from  any  fraudulent  transactions  with  the 

'  Stock  Exchange.  Without  such  an  as;$e- 
veration,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
House  would  not  have  hesitated  a  moment 
in  deciding  that  the  detention  was  only  a 
part  of  the  prosecution  how  pending  ;  and 
that  the  Secretary  of  State,  having  abused 
the  high  powers  vested  in  him  by  the 
atatate,  had  been  guilty  of  a  high  crime 
and  misdemeanour,  in  addition  to  the 
circumstances'  of  this  case  which  came 
out  on  a  former  night,  Mr.  Whitbread 

.  stated,  that  when  the  prisoner  was  taken 
into  custody  by  Wood,  the  alien  mes- 

'  seoger,  with  the  assistance  of  the  magis- 
trates of  Edinburgh,  the  warrant  was  not 
ahewn  to  Mr.  De  Bereoger,  nor  was  any 
other  cause  assigned  for  his  apprehension, 
than  that  he  was  taken  in  consequence  of 
a  supposed  connection  with  the  frauds  on 
the  Stock  Exchange.  He  had  been  sent  to 
Newgate  by[fais  own  choice,  because  he  ex- 
perienced better  treatment  there  than  at  the 
house  of  the  messenger,  where  he  had  not 
)ieen  permitted  to  see  aoy  individuaJi  not 


even  his  solicitor,  Mr.  Tahourdin,  withoqt 
the  presence  of  Wood  ;  that  when  remon- 
strance was  m^de  to  Mr.  Beckett,  of  the 
Treasury,  that   gentleman  replied,    that 
Wood  was  responsible  for  bis  prisoner ; 
and  that  subsequently  the  messenger  had 
sometimes  gone  out  of  the  room  )vhen 
Mr.  Tahourdin  called,  but  that  in  that 
case  he  had  left  the  door  open.    That  De 
Beren^er  had  applied  for  a  copy  qf  the 
authority  under  which  the  strangers  that 
were  obtruded  upon  him  were  admitted  ; 
which  had  been  refused,  although  there 
was  no  denial,  not  even  in  the  House  of 
Coipmons,  that  such  an  authority  had  been 
given  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate.      Up  to 
this  very  hour,  the  prisoner  had  not  been 
informed  of  the  cause  of  his  confinement. 
The  aggravations  of  the  case  were,  that 
his  papers,  clothes,  and  money,  had  been 
unlawfully  seized  aqd    detained  till  the 
ISth  instant,  on  which  day  only  a  part 
bad  been  returned  :  that  his  writing-desk 
and  trunks  had  been  broken  open  without 
the  presence  of  De  Berenger,  his  fri^ndr, 
or  attorney,  after,  with  the  consent  of  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  he  had,  jointly 
with  them,  put  his  seal  upon  them ;  that 
he  was  arr.ested  in  contradiction  to  the  ge- 
neral licence  to  travel  through  any  part  of 
the    united    kingdchn,  which   had    been 
granted    him,  after  a  strict  examination 
into  his  qonduct  and  character,>4n  1804. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Housfe  to  interpose,  and  to  take  care 
that  such  grievous  injury  was  not  done  to 
an  unprotected  alien.    The  case  was  the 
more  severe,  because,  although  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  empowered  to  take  bail 
from  aliens,  yet  in  this  case,  although  it   . 
had  been  ofF<^red  to  any  amount,  it  had 
been  rejected.     The  probability .  was  (or 
rather  would  have  been,  had  not  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  ventured  to  make  so  bold 
an  a8sei;tion),  that  Berenger  was  arrested 
under  the  false  pretence  of  being  a  dan- 
gerous alien.     Mir.  Whitbread  hoped  that 
Mr.  Addington's  conscience  would  second 
his  courage  in  the  during  assertion  which 
he   had  ventured  to  give  to  the  House. 
At  any  rate,  under  the  many  suspicious 
circumstances  that  attended  this  case,  he 
thought  that  the  right  hon.    gentleman 
himself  would  be  anxious  to  remove  the 
weighty  responsibility  which  rested  per- 
sonally upon  him,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  apprehension 
and  detention  of  Mr.  De  Berenger.    Mr. 
Whitbread    concluded,    therefore,    with 
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thoTing  that  i  commiilee  for  that  purpose  ^ 

ihcmld  be  nominated. 

'    The  motion  baviDg  been  pat  by  Ibe 

Speaker, 

Mr.  Cbchrane  JohmUme  rose  to  aeeond 
U.  He  spoke  as  follows : — My  object,  in 
rising  to  second  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  is,  to  take  thia  opportonity  of 
deferring  to  ah  assertion  made  on  a  former 
toigbt  by  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General, 
who  said  that  Mr.  De  Berenger  had  no 
other  desiffn  In  requiring  the  re-deli?ery 
of  his  clothes,  money,  letters,  and  papers, 
than  that  be  might  get  into  his  hands  evi- . 
dence  that  might  operate  against  bim> 
and  ibote  who  were  connected  with  bim, 
in  the  pi\>8ecution  that  is  now  pending. 
Such  an  assertion  is  undoubtedly  calcu- 
lated to  prejudice  the  noble  lord  who  is  a 
parly  to  this  prosecution,  and  myself,  in 
the  eyes  of  ibe  House,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  public,  and  consequently  of  the  jury 
inrho  are  to  try  the  question.  I  thought  it, 
therefore,  my  doty  to  attend  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  declare,  that  as  far  as  depends 
t^pon  the  noble  lord  and  myself,  it  never 
was,  and  is  not,  our  wish  to  keep  back  any 
eyidence  that  can  possibly  be  brought 
.  forward  by  the  noble  Secretary  of  State, 
let  the  mode  in  which  it  is  obtained  be 
what  it  may.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
take  any  further  part  in  the  debate  upon 
this  question ;  and  should  the  result  be  a 
division  of  the  House,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  withdraw,  without  giving  any  vote 
on  the  subject. 

.Mr.  Baihursi  disclaimed,  for  himself 
ftnd  for  the  Attorney- General,  any  inten- 
tion to  prejudice  the  minds  of  any  persons 
on  a  question  of  such  importance;  such 
an  attempt  would  be  the  height  of  injus- 
tice at  the  time  proceedings  were  pending. 
He  congratulated  the  House,  that  it  was 
now  about  to  discuss  this  question  in  a  re- 
gular and  satisfactory  way ;  and  contended 
~  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  in  this  case 
a  mere  agent,  charged  with  the  execution 
of  a  certain  duty  under  the  Alien  Act, 
and  that  in  that  capacity  merely  he  had 
y  caused  De  Berenger  to  be  arrested.  Was 
^it  nothing  to  say,  that  under  many  suc- 
cessive administrations  only  two  com- 
plaints (both  of  which  were  unfounded) 
nad  been  brought  against  the  individual 
.  who  wa»  charged  with  the  performance  of 
this  doty  ?  If  a  motion  like  the  present 
were  carried,  on  such  slight 'grounds  as 
those  now  urged,  what  Secretary  of  State 
would  venture  to  do  a  duty  for  which  he 
was  so  heavily  responsible  ?  This  woqld 
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indeed  be  coov^ting  the  boo.  gentlemafi 
opposite  (who  appeared  fond  of  apymg 
into  the  interior  of  the    public   offices, 
though  he  bad  never  entered  one  of,tbem 
officially)  into  an  inspector  of  the  Secre« 
tariea  of  State,  to  take  care  that  they  did 
their  dtitv,  and  nothing  more  than  their 
doty.    That  De  Berenger  hi^  some  reaaoA 
for  concealing  himself  was  obvious,  becaoie 
he  had  passed  under  an  assumed  name  at 
Leith ;  and  the  Alien  office  was  not  to 
wait,  before  the  foreigner  inspected  was 
arrested,  until  be  had  actually  incorred 
the  penalty  by  shipping  himself  off  for  a 
distant  country.     As  for  the  assertion  that 
De  Berenger  was  arrested  under  a  fislse 
pretence,  that  was  entirely  begging  the 
quef  tion,  since  that  was  the  point  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  labouring  to  have 
ascertained.    It  was  perfectly  regular  to 
seize  the  papers  of  persons  apprehended, 
without  any  specific  charge,  and  to  me 
effects  found  on  persons  under  one  charge 
to  tjieir  conviction  under  another;    for 
example,  in  the  case  of  Jack  the  Painter, 
be    was    apprehended    for    some    peUy 
offence ;  and,  by  the  papers  found  on  hitn, 
he  was  suspected  of  having  been  the  ia- 
cendiary  of  Portsmouth    dock-yard ;    in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  4ried  and 
executed.    Certainly,  any  abuse  of  this 
power  was  a  just  ground  of  complaint; 
but  it  appeared  that  Mr.  De  Berenger, 
from  his  own  confession,  had  been  well 
satisfied.     On  the  8th  of  April  he  was  ^- 
prehended—on  the   I5tb  he  applied  for 
permission  to  write  in  the  news-papers, 
and  to  see  his  solicitor  and  friends.     On 
the  10th  an  answer  was  returned  from  the 
secretary's  office,  that  bis  solicitor  would 
be  admitted  to  him  ;    but  as  to  his  friends 
no  answer  was  returned,  it  being  deemed 
inconsistent  with  close  custody  to  admit 
them.      To  his  application  for  his  papers, 
it    was    answered,    that  it  was    ueemed 
proper,  for  the  purposes  of  Justice,  to  re- 
tain some  of  the  originals,  but  that  his  so- 
licitor would  be  permitted  to  take  copies 
of  any  that  be  chose.     Mr.  De  Berenser 
replied^  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied-— 
that  the  copies  would  answer  his  purpose, 
and    thanked    the  office  for  its /civility. 
When  brought  up  to  plead,  he  coold  not 
at  first  find  bail,  and  was  detained.     It 
might  be  regretted  that  he  was  in  a  wor^ 
situation  than  others,  but  while  a  man  was 
amenable  to  the  alien  laws  that  must  be 
the  case.      Those  persons  indicted   who 
were  members  of  parliament  were  not  ap- 
prehended or  pat  to  bail»  on  account  of 
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their  prifilege.    Soppose  Beren^er  bad 
been  in  l*^ewgat^  for  debt,  and  indicted 
for  some  offence,  conid  he  have  got  out  to 
seek  for  witnesses  ?  He  was  in  one  of  the 
best  rooms  in  Newgate,  about  a  third  of 
the  size  of  that  room  they  were  now  sit- 
ting in  (a  laugh).      No  man  had  been  in- 
troduced to  him  whom  he  did  not  wish  to 
B6e :  and  none  refused  but  at  his  own  de- 
sire.    The  persons  from  Rochester  did  not 
aee  him.     As  to  hir  clothes,  he  had  the 
full  accommodation  of  his  linen.     He  pre- 
ferred staying  in  Newgate  to  being  else- 
where, and  complained  of  nothing.      It 
only  lately  occurred    to    him    that  that 
House  was  the  most  convenient  place  for 
discussing  his  claims.     He  was  told,  in  an- 
swer to  his  memorial  of  the  lOth  of  May, 
that  every  thing  would  be  returned  to  him, 
except  what  might  be  necessary  to  the 
ends, of  justice.     He  received   his   186/., 
though  not  in  the  same  notes  which  were 
taken  from  him.      Would  any  sensible 
man  give*  back  to  an  apprehended  person 
notes  which,  though  they  might  be  used 
for  a  different  object,  might  yet  be  mate- 
rial for  public  justice,  and  the  destruction 
of  which    might  prevent  important  evi- 
dence i  There  was  no  question  of  suste* 
nanbe,  medicine,  or.  counsel^  for  he  had 
the    supply  within  three  days  after   he 
asked  it.    As  to  the  matter  of  ihe  right, 
be  might  try  it.     There  was  nothing  re- 
tained but  the  original  notes,  a  telescope, 
a  pocket-book,  and  a  few  trifles.      No 
ground  whatever  had  been  shewn  for  th^ 
'present  motion. 

Mr.  Ahercrombu,  without  having  any 
particular  sympathy  with  Mr.  De*  Be- 
renger,  contended,  that  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  had  existed  oppressive  proceed- 
ings under  the  Ali^n  Act ;  and  that  jus- 
tice had  been  often  denied,  under  the 
.  operation  of  that  Act,  to  persons  who  had 
applied  for  it.  Happily,  this  Act  was  soon 
to  expire  ;  and,  if  it  should  be  renewed,  it 
Would  be  necessary  to  make  great  altera- 
tions in  it ;  and  be  hoped  that,  in  doing  so, 
some  attention  would  be  paid  to  the  case 
now  before  the  House.  The  great  inten- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  was,  to 
enable  government  to  ascertain  the  place 
of  residence  of  all  foreigners.  -The  Act, 
therefore,  gave  power  to  the  Secretjiry  of 
State  to  arrest  foreigners,  but  at  the  same 
time  only  ^pder  certain  circumstances. 
He  had  power  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
a  foreigner  till  any  subject  that  Occasioned 
'  'suspicion  was  investigated;  or  to  compel, 
if  necessary,    his  leaving  the  country. 


The  righ^  hon.  gentleman  htd  not  done 
quite  enough  on  this  occasion ;    he  ought 
to  have  sh^wn,  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the  state  either  to  allow  Mr.  De  Berenger 
Ao  be  at  large,  or  to  leave  the  country.  ^ 
Every  moment  that  gentleman  was  de^ 
tained,  while  it  could  not  be  shown  that 
the  safety  of  the  state  req aired  it,  was  a 
violation  of  the  law.     The  detaining  of  the 
papers  could  only  be  justified  by  proving 
that  they  contained  matters  dangerous  to 
the  state.    Tiie  great  object  of  the  Alien    ( 
Act  was,  to  give  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  send  foreigners  out  of  the  country. 
The  right  bon.  gentleman  had  not  assured 
the  House,  that  these  papers  contained  any 
thing  dangerous  to  the  state.     He  con- 
tended, from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  a  committee  was  highly  neces« 
sary.    With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr; 
Colville,  government  found  that  there  was 
something  dangerous  to  the  state ;  but  no 
such  allegation  had  been  made  with  re- 
spect to  Mr.  De  Berenger,  and  therefore 
the  hardship  of  his  case  was  attended  with 
great  aggravation.     If  the  Alien  Act  had 
not  been ,  enforced  against  Mr.  De  Be- 
renger, sufficient  evidence  might  not  hato 
been   brought  against  him.     Identity  of 
person,  for  in^ance,  became  by  this  means  . 
pore  easily  ascertained.     He  was  to  be 
pointed  out  in  the   court,    and    persons 
having  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him  pre- 
viously to  the  trial  must  have  a  consi- 
derable advantage.     IVlr.  De  Berenger,  in 
his  confinement,  had  been  s^en  by  a  num- 
ber of  persoiis.     (No,  no;  from  the  minis- 
terial bench.)    As  I  have  understood  (said 
the  hon.  member),  certain  persons,  have 
seen  him  in  custody  ;  but  if  any  one  indi- 
vidual hjiu  seen  him  in  custody,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  argument  is  equally  the  same. 
Unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  pre- 
pared to  say,  that,  if  at  large,  he  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  state,  be  could  have  no 
right  to  detain  him.     When  it  was  further 
considered,  that  Berenger.  had  resided  in 
this  country  since  1783,  and  that  he 'had 
been  employed  in  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  that  government  had  given  him  a  tes- 
timonial in  1804,  by  granting  him  power 
to  live  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  the 
hardship  of  his  case  became  the  more  an; 
object  5f  notice.     It  ought  to  be  made 
obvious  to  the  country,  that  -there  were 
good  public  grounds  for  detaining  him. 
As  the  case  now  stood,  they  would  send 
Mr.  De  Berenger  to  trial  with  the  v^ry 
serious  imputation,  that  he  was  not  only  a 
dangerous  person  to  be  at  large  in  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I003J  HOUSE  PF  COW|iK)NS, 

^ouBtrjr,  but  that  be  Wjas  aUo  too  if^ 
gerous  to  be  sent  abroad. 

Mr.  iathirsi,  iti  explaoatioo/  conieni^i, 
that  as  ap  aiien  he  was,  generally,  under 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State* 

Mr.  Alderman  C  Smiih  said,  that,  as  ^ 
magistrate,  be  had  t>een  to  irisit  Mr.  De 
fiereoger  ;  and  was  told  by  the  keeper  <^f 
the  prison,  that  Mf*  De  Berenger  was  very, 
particular  with  respect  to  the  persons 
whom  be  saw;  that  he,  however,  being  a 

gagistr^te,  might  claim  admission.  1 
ond  him  (said  the  hon»  alderman)  very 
comfortably  lodged,  and  that  improper 
persons  were  excluded  from  bi$  apart- 
ment. 

Sir  S.  Rmillif  h^  |io  coQception  th^t 
Ibe  Secretary  of  State  coula  sei^  a 
person's  papers  under  the  Alii^.i^t.  I^ 
wa^  to  be  recollected,  bo'weve/,  that  at  the 
time  of  p|tS9iDg  the  Alien  Act,  there  wer« 
^piniops  prevailing  in,  France  which  io 
tbjs  country  were  considered  a?  very  dan- 
g;erous  to  the  public  pejsce  and  safety; 
fmd  for  that  reason  it  wfgi  thought  ad- 
yi^able  to  gi^  th^  Sf cretary  of  SUte  the 
power  pf  sending /luspieipus  foreigners  out 
pf  the  country ;  or,  if  they  could  not  be 
sent  out,  at  les^t  to  )ceep  them  in  custody. 
pThis  migl]|t  be  done  on  ^nopymous  iofor- 
ipation;  but  in  np  cs^se  uqless  the  charge 
yifha  of  a  treasonable  nature.  No  person 
was  to  be  sent  ou^t  of  the  country  for  an  v 
transaction  ui^poooiect^d  with  the  state*  ft 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  no  power  io  seize  the  papers  of 
an  individual,  unless  there  was  some 
charge  of  a  treafopable  nature;  pot  by 
any  means  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
any  private  prosecption. 

Mr.  p,  Moore  thought  it  appeared  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  Mr. 
JDe  Berenger  bad  been  seized  on  accouqt 
of  Ms  having  been  supposed  to  have  hoaxed 
a  body  of  profe^ed  hoaxers — the  Stocjc 
^xchi\nge  Copipiittee. — M.  Talleyrand, 
the  p'resenl  minister  of  France,  had  been 
fu tweeted  to  the  operation  of  this  same 
Alien  Act ;  with  this  <f ifierence,  that  the 
gjovernm^Pt,  by  sending  him  out  of  tbe 
country,  merefy  afforded  him  means  to 
eicape  from  his  creditors  here.  He  wished 
to  kmvf,  whether  a  message  had  not  hfen 
aent  to  the  Stpck  Exchange  Committee  as 
aoon  a«  the  seals  were  takep  off  De  Be- 
renger's  tnm^s,  that  they  might  coipp  to 
^examine  them  ? 

JJlt!  H,  4dfUfii^im  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive. He  di^  npt  know  that  the  trunks 
^afl  been  vnpealed  at  alK  . 


Mr.  C.  W.  Wvm  thought  Oiat  a  sacred 
i;ommitt^e  would  not  be  a  good  place  t* 
try  whether  the  Alien  Act  had  been  tranv 
gress^d  in  the  case  before  the  House:  a 
court  of  law  would  be  preferable  for  trying 
the  Question.  He  also  conceived,  if  |be 
seizure  of  tbe  papers,  &c.  were  illegal,  yet 
that  it  was  proper  to  employ  them  in  a 
court  of  justice^  as  a  man  was  once  tried 
for  fiN^ery,  on  proofs  which  had  been  ob- 
tainfd  by  robbery.  He  had,  hofwver^ 
qnucb  doubt  on  thi^  subject ;  fi-om  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Batbarst} 
might  relieve  bim,  if  he  could  state,  that 
a  disclosure  of  the  groutids  of  De  Bc^ 
renger's  apprehension  to  a  secret  com* 
mittee,  would  he  injurious. 

Mr/  BaAitrU  answered,  that  hp  could 
not  rest  his  opposition  to  the  motion  on 
such  a  ground. 

Mr.  Stuar$  ffortley  said,  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  was,  whether  this  waa 
a  case  which  called  on  tbe  House  to  apr 
point  a  secret  comn^ittee  to  ioquire  inta 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ?— ^ 
He  conceived  there  was  no  necessity  whatp 
ever  fpr  such  a  oroceeding.— The  right 
hon.  i^entleman  (Mr,  Batburst)  had  np- 
hesiiatmgly  declared,  that  the  caose  of 
De  Berenger's  arrest  was  entirely  distinot 
from  the  fraud  on  the  Stock  Exchange-^ 
and  he  (Mr.  Wortley),  was  inclined^  to 
give  full  credence  to  his  statement  V 
the  House  agreed  to  appoint  seOret  conn 
mittees  on  such  occasions  as  this,  the  con- 
sequences would  be  extremely  mischiev- 
ous— it  would  operate  as  a  check  on  the 
fair  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  tbe 
Secretary  of  State.  Being  perfectly  satisi* 
fied  in  his  own  mind,  that  cogent  reasons 
existed,  quite  independent  of  the  offence 
fpr  w^ich  De  Berenger  was  indicted,  for 
the  measures  that  bad  been  taken,  ha 
woufd  oppose  the  motion. 

Sir*/.  Neyjpor^  observed,  that  from  tbe 
appointment  of  the  committee  to  inquire 
into  Colville's  case>  three  years  ago,  no 
inconvenience  had  arisen.  His  Majesty's 
ministers,  therefore,  if  they  were  con- 
scious of  their  own  ractitinie,  ought  to 
have  satisfied  the  House  in  this  case,  in 
which  it  was  more  than  suspected  that  the 
Alien  Act  had  been  transgressed.  It  wi^ 
too  much,  to  trust  implicitly  a  power  lo 
liable  to  abuse  as  tha^  of  the  Alien  Act,  to 
any  body  of  men. 

$/lx.  WtUmfqrQC  expressed  his  opinioo» 
that  if  there  wtrt  no  coincidence  betwe^ 
the  arrest  of  the  petitior^r,  and  the  offenca 
respecting  the  Sto(^Bictkange»  no  noti<y 
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would  hate  bcttii  taken  of  cbai  arrest ;  and 
•fromtiM  Ftopuutioa  of  the  nobJe  lord  at 
tbe  bead  of  the  home  department,  be  could 
dot  tbink  it  justifiable  to  impeach  tbe  eXjt?r- 
CMe  of  his  lordship's  discretion  in  this 
transaction.  He  therefore  did  not  fed  it 
necessary  to  appoint  the.  proposed  com- 
mittee* 

Mr.  Bemmrd  said^  tbe  House  was  net 
called  upon  to  deliberate  on  tbe  e«p^- 
diency  or  inexpediency  of  the  alien  lavs ; 
but  merely^  whether,  in  tbe  j^esent  in* 
stance,  power  had  beenorer ^seemed.  A 
certain  povt«r  was  given  by  law  to  tbe 
£eieretary  of  State,  which  extended  eten 
to  the  opening  of  letterSi  ftc. ;  tfnd  those 
who  w«re  best  acqutfhited  with  tbe  noble 
lord,  most  be  firmly  convinced  vtbat  such 
n  power  wa^  vested  in  safe  and  bovoofable 
hand^  For  tbese  rea«oiiSi  he  woeld  vote 
Ugainst  the  motien,  ne«  feeltivg  that  any 
erase  wak  made  oet  warranting  th«  tnterpo*' 
altfonofth^sHMiM. 

'  Mft  BonlkcMi  •declared,  that  altboirgb  he 
felt  no  sympathy  far  Mr.  De  Berengerj 
y^t^  aware  tbat  if  thie  violation  of  the  law 
and  personal  liberty  were  tet^rated  with 
regard  to  tire  worst-  man^  in  $odety,  tbe 
precedent  might  be  acted  opon  towarih 
the  very  best,  he  thooght-  it  bis  dOty  to 
vote  fortbe  motlen.  By  the  opponents  of 
tbe  motfon  an  apprehension  was  stated, 
fhrat  pobiic  ineonvewtenee  might  resnh 
firom  the*  appointment  pf  the  proposed 
cotnmittee;  btfl  it  appetred,  tbat  in  the 
only  ifwlsknce  quoted  of  a  simitar  com* 
mfttee,  no  inconvenience  whatever  had 
obcorred  \  therefore  the  apprehension  ex- 
pressed was  not  warranted  by  any  expe- 
rience. H^  concluded  with  expresehig 
hrs  astonishment  at  tbe  professed  inabtfity 
of  tbe  right  hen.  gentleman  (Mr.  Adding- 
ton)  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him/ 
respecting  tbe  nature  of  tbe  bommnti^- 
ri>ons  between  the  Secretary  of  Stale  and 
the  committee  of  the  Sveck  Excbnnge; 
ns  the  right  h6n.  gen«tei*an  oochf  not  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  transactions' or  tbe  office 
vrith  which  be  was  ofBeiatly  connected^ 

Tbe  Auom^  General  vindicated  himself 
from  tbe  charge  of  endeavouring  to  miis- 
lead,  by  the  statements  which  he  hod  made 
on  a  former  discussion  of  thte  subject,  or 
tbat  he  bod  attempted;  as  wae  idsiniAtiM, 
to  impose  tbe  art  of  a  cunning  lawyer  upon 
plain  country  magisrrsrt^s ;  for.  What  be 
bed  said  he  was  filHy  prepared  to  ju^ify. 
He  denied,  upon  the'high  authbrity  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  that  tbe  warrant  of  that 
Officer  against  the  petitioner  Wis  Idn^  upon' 


false  pretences,  to  aid  the  prosecution  oT 
the  Stock  Bxcbang^.  Indte^,  the  chaf 
racter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  wonkl  be 
a  sufficient  answer  to  any  such  cbarge-'-So 
much  as  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  tbe 
petitioner.  Then,  as  to  the  detention  of 
the  papers  of  the  petitioner,  or  their  d^ 
Hvery  to  the  Stock  Exchange  Committee, 
he  maintssoed  that  the  Secretary  of  States 
or  anv  other  public  officer,  was  entitled 
to  make  a  similar  use  of  any  papers  in  bh 
pobsessioni  to  further  the  ends  of  poblie 
jostice ;  nay,  that  a  pobiic  officer  was  in 
doty  bonod  to  make  that  nse  of  socfa  docu^ 
raents,  however  he  might  have  beeooi^ 
possessed  of  them.  To  shew  tbat  this  doe^ 
trine  was  sanctieoed  by  the  practice  of  the 
law,  the  learned  gpsitleman  c|poted  tbm 
case  of  Grossley,  already  referred  to^smd 
aleo  thas  of  Paynter  v.  Brookes,  wbiek 
occurred  at  the  Bedford  assizesk  la  this 
case,  the  defendam  produced  a  ret^pl 
in  fiiH  for  the  prinmpai  and  intefest  of  th« 
plaintiff's  demriod;  but,  upon  examina^ 
tion,  it  tomed  oat  to  be  a  receipt  only,  for 
the  iilieresi.-*>Tbo  jury  foand  »  verdiel 
accordingly^  and  the  defendant  required 
the  receipt  to  be  givenr  op  to  him :  but  no^ 
said  the  court,  and  the  defendant  was  cooii 
miued  on*  a  charge  of  forgery ;  of  whiefi 
charge  he  was  acquitted,  because  the  evi4 
dence  wab  incomplete.  He  (the  A^imaj 
Qeneral),  however,  quoted  the  case  ta 
demonstrate'  that  documentary  evidenoe^ 
by  wbatHer  means  obtained,  ceuki  b<s 
legaHy  osed^to  promote  tbe  admtnistraiioit 
of  public  jittftice  ;  and  hence  he  argued^ 
that  the  papers  found  in  the  possession  of 
the  petitioner  were  legally  applied;  not«« 
withstanding  the  objections  of  the  hoto^ 
niover. 

Mr.  Hanm  observed,  that  the  casili 
cited  by  the  leamed  AttomeyoGenhral  ree 
hrr^  to  charges  of  felony,  and  not  to  ni^ 
demelirteur,  and  therefbre  were  not  appHca* 
bfe  to  the  sabject  under  discussion.  ThM 
sabject  he  could  not,  as  he  before^  said) 
besiinM»to  consider  of  peculiar  importaacel 
and  be  titisied  that  whatever  might  be  tfad 
vote  of  that  night,  tbisafftfir  woatd  hereafbNf 
be  sifted  to  thk  bottom,  at  a  time  wbe« 
no  pliea  of  ministerial  responsibility,  or 
pobiic  inconvehienee,  coold'  be  arged 
Ogainsit  th«  disclosure  of  the  reasons  irpieii 
which  the'  i^rrcfst  of  Mr.  De  Berenger  waf 
aHeged  to  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  0.  GrsMtf  thou}^  the  obsartationof  . 
the  learned  gentleman,  as  to  an  i«veit?ga<t 
tion  of  thU  subject  at  a  futhre  occasion^ 
when  nd  inconvenienca  could  resnlt  StowL 
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it,  a.sufficient  argament  against  the  neces* 
•ity  or  propriety  of  pressiDg  the  present 
motion* 

The  Solicitor  General  defended  himself 
against  the  charge  of  applying  any  sar- 
casm to  the  petitifwer.  Sarcasm  was  not 
indeed  bis  habit  or  his  fotte — and  were  it 
even  so,  he  should  be  little  disposed  to 

^  employ  it  against  the  obscure,  the  unfor- 
tunate, or  thedisirest^d.  In  observing  on 
'  Friday  last  upon  the  suspicious  circum* 
stance  of  demanding  the  restoration  to  the 
petitioner  of  the  identical  Bank-notes-found 
np^D  him,  he  was  misled,  by  confounding 
the  statements  of  tb«  Petition  with  the 
ttatemenU  of  those  by  whom  it  was  sup- 
ported ;  which  he  conceived  rather  an  ex- 
eusable  mistake.  But  he  had  no  intention 
to'  prejudice  the  case  of  the  petitioner  ; 
Bor  could  he  apprehend  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  justice  was  administered 
in  thia  coontry,  any  such  prejudice  could 
possibly  occur*    But  as  to  the  arrest  of 

I  the  petitioner,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring, that  the  Secretary  of  State  would 
not  have  done  his  duty  if  he  had  not 
ordered  that  arrest :  for,  independently  of 
any  other  reasons  which  might  have  in 
fluenced  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of 
SState,  and  which  it  might  not  be  proper 
to  disclose,  enough  had  appeared  to  the 
world  to  call  for  that  arrest. ,  The  peti- 
tioner had  had  his  license  as  an  alien  en- 
larged in  consequence  bf  his  public  ser- 
vices; and  what  was  the  use  made  by  him 
of  that  enlargement  ?  why,  to  practise,  a^ 
it  appeared,  a  base  imposture  upon  the 
public,  in  the  disguise  of  a  foreign  officer, 
and  through  tliat  disguise  to  deceive  an 
admiral  in  hisMajesty^s  navy — that  too  at 
a  period  when  the  fate  of  £urope.hung  in 
the  balance — when  any  false  statement, 
particularly  of  the  nature  alluded  to,  might 
have  .10  influenced  some  brave  man's 
rajihness,  or  soiAe^coward's  fear,  as  to  de- 
feat the  events  which  had  since  happily 
occurred.  Thus  did  the  petitioner  appear 
to  have  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  Majesty's  government;  and 
when  sought  afler,  in  consequence  of  this 
impoatore,  wheVe  was  he  found  ?  why,  at 
a  distant  port,  upon  the  point  of  departing 
from  the  coontry  without  a  passport; 
which  departure  also  would  have  been  a 
violation  of  the  law,  and  the  confidence 
granted  to  this  alien.  Then  as  to  the 
pafiers  found  in  the  possession  of  the  peti- 
tioner, he  contended  that  the  executive 
government  was  justiQed  in  making  use  oP 
tbein,  to  further  tt^e  ends  of  justice  with 


Mr,  De  Berenger. 


[1008 


re^urd  to  any  other  criminal  offence 
charged  upon  the  petition^;  and  this 
doctrine  he  was  prepared  to  justify,  whe- 
ther the  offence  be  felony  or  mtsdemeanoar. 
Indeed,  he  thought  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross 
dereliction  of  duty,  if  he  had  acted  in  a 
different  manner.  But  he  would  appeal 
to  the  common  sehse  and  common  justice 
of  any  man,  if  he  were  asked  to  surrender 
the  papers  alluded  to,  to  the  petitioner, 
whio  might  destroy  them,  or  lo  the  Stock 
Exchange  Committee,  who  required  them 
with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  justice^ 
to  which  of  the  two  he  would  give  them  I 
The  learned  gentleman  concluded  with 
repeating;  his  protests  against  the  idea  of 
wishing  m  any  degree,  by  his  observations, 
to  prejudice  the  case  of  the  petitioner  opoa 
trial ;  bat  he  felt  that  no  such  prejudice 
could  be  reasonably  apprehended.  At 
all  events,  if  any  prejudice  could  result ,to 
the  petitioner  from  this  discussion,  the 
fault  was  with  those  who  had  pressed  the 
subject  into  discussion. 

Lord  Milton^  adverting  to  the  observa* 
tion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  C.  Grant), 
expressed  a  wish  to  know  from  some  one 
who  could  give  a  satisliictory  pledge  upon 
the  subject,  whether  ministers  would  ob« 
ject  to  -an  enquiry  as  to  the  transaction  at 
a  future  period ;  because  such  a  pledge 
would  fess  dispose  him  to  press  the  present 
motion.  For  this  pledge  he  was  the  more 
anxious,  because  he  thought  the  afiair 
under  discussion  involved  in  great  mystery, 
and  deserving  of  investigation. 

Mc  H,  Addingum  recollected  two  com- 
munications which  the  Stock  Exchange 
Committee  bad  had  with  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office;  the  first,  in  which  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  requested  that 
certain  papers  found  in  the  possession  of 
the  petitioner  should  be  detained,  with  a 
view  to  the  ends  of  justice ;  to  which  an 
answer  was  returned  in  the  affirmative. 
The  second,  requesting  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  undertake  the  prosecution  of  the 
petitioner ;  to  which  the  answer  was  'u\ 
the  negative. 

Mr,  tVkithread  replied.  He  said,  that  a 
great  deal  of  responsibility  had  been  cast 
upon  him  on  this  occasion.  When  he  was 
first  asked,  whether  he  thought  this  was.a 
case  for  a  motion  to  be  made  in  parliament, 
he  answered,  that  certainly  it  was  noi^ 
but  that  if  any  petition  was  drawn  up, 
couched  in  decent  language,  and  com- 
plaining of  any  real  grievance,  he  should 
have  no  objection  to  presenting  it,    For 
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9S  years,  a  sort  of  despotic  power  had 
been  given  the  crown  with  respect  to 
aliens^  to  which  there  was  no  other  check 
than  the  responsibility  of  ministers.  AU 
though  the  case  of  Colville  was  the  only 
one  that,  before  this,  was  brought  before 
the  consideration  of  parliament,  yet  it 
could  not  be  doubted  but  that  in  23  years 
there  must  have  been  many  abuses  of  this 
power.  X  He  knew  that  there  were  cases  of 
the  most  capricious  exercise  of  it.  One 
Bsanhad  been  refused  the  liberty  of  ^oing 
to  Brighton  to  bathe;  and  he  behered 
there  was  an  instance  of  a  fiddler,  who^  for 
playing  out  of  tune  at  a  concert,  was  not 
considered  worthy  of  the  privilege  of  being 
at  liberty.  In  fact,  upon  the  information 
siven  by  one  alien  against  another^  often 
from  motif es  of  private  pique,  the  person 
accused  was  often  considered  dangerous, 
and  undeserving  of  indulgence.  He 
placed  very  little  weight  on  the  eompli* 
nentary  letters  written  by  De  Berenger  on 
his  treatment.  Many  poor  aliens  signed 
themselves  '<  your  devoted  humble  ser- 
.▼ant,"  when  in  their  hearts  they  cursed 
the  persons  they  were  addressing.  The 
bon.  gentleman,  late  member  for  York- 
shire (Mr.  Wilberforce)  must  in  his  re- 
searches have  read  of  many  slaves  In  the 
colonies,  who,  while  flogged^  cried  "  T'ank 
you  massa.^'  They  felt  no  gratitude  for 
the  stripes,  but  thought  this  the  best  way 
of  disarming  the  anger  of  those  who  in- 
flicted them.  An  bon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman (the  Attorney-General)  had  such 
an  excessive  susceptibility,  that  it  was  hard 
to  know  how  to  please  hinu  If  he  was 
not  answered;  he  complained  that  his  argu- 
ments had  little  weight  in  that  House ;  if 
be  was  answered,  he  felt  equally  sore. 
What  was  to  be  done  in  such  a  case? 
Should  he  speak,  or  should  he  be  silent?-— 
If  he  spoke— [The  Aitorney-General  said 
something  across  the  House,  which  we 
could  not  hear.]— ^'  You  see  how  it  is, 
(said  Mr.  W.)  if  I  speak,  he  must  speak  at 
the  same  time.''  [A  laugh.]  He  never 
did  represent  him  as  a  cunning  lawyer 
puzzling  magistrates; '  be  rather  consi- 
dered him  as  a  grave  and  oraculsr  kind  of 
lawyer.  He  praised  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters for  selecting  a  lawyer,  not  only  of 
such  great  endowments,  but  such  extraor- 
dinary learning,  to  place  in  that  high 
situation*  After  replying  to  the  objec- 
tions made  by  different  members,  he 
said,  that  be  was  not  satisfied  with  the  bare 
assertion  of  ministers,  but  thought  that  an 
enquiry  was  necessary* 
(VOL.XXVU.) 
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The  House  then  divided,— For  the  mo* 
tion  32;  Against  it  157  ;  M^ority  125, 

Corn  ExPoaTATioN  Bill.]  On  tha 
motion  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  ; 

Mr.  Ro9e  said,  he  wished  to  propose  a 
clause  by  way  of  rider,  which  would  go 
to  state  the  price  at  which  corn  should  be, 
when  allowed  to  be  exported.  On  this 
occasion^  be  Would  merely  ask  the  bon. 
baronet  opposite,  whether  this  were  a  fife 
time  to  force  so  important  a  measure  oa 
the  consideration  of  the  House,  when  hit 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer  was  tdo  indisposed  to  attend  ? 

Sir  A  FariuU  interrupted  the  right  hon« 
centleman  to  say,  that  he  certainly  should 
force  on  the  question ;  conceiving  that  tha 
presence  or  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  have  no  particjalar 
influence  on  the  Bill  in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Rose  declared,  he  would  make  his- 
solemn  protest  against  it,  as  one  of  tha^ 
most  mischievous  measures  that  had  ever 
been  brought  before  that  House.  Wa 
were  now  about  to  allow  the  export  of  corn 
at  all  times, and  under  all  circumstances; 
and  he  was  sure  that  neither  the  hon* 
baronetj  nor  hardly  a  member  of  that 
House,  was  aware  of  what  they  wera 
gorog  to  do.  He^  would  risk  his  life,  that 
if  the  Bill  had  been  postponed,  and  a  com* 
mittee  appoioted,  such  proofs  would  have 
been  adduced,  as  would  have  made  then^ 
pause  instead  of  hurrying  so  vital  a  mea* 
sure*  Were  gentlemen  aware  that  on 
some  occasions  foreign  com  bad  been  im- 
ported, and  afterwards  exported  at  \5s,  a 
quarter  higher  than  its  importation  price  ; 
and  were  they  aware  to  what  this  might 
lead  ?  He  would  incur  the .  imputation  of 
faction^  or  any  other  imputation,  rather 
than  see  a  measure  of  this  injurious  ten« 
dei^cy  thus  precipitately  carried.  What« 
he  would  ask,  would  be  the  feelings  of  the 
country,  unseeing  quantities  of  corn  going 
out  of  the  island  in  times  of  scarcity,  and 
going,  too,  at  high  prices  ?  The  right  hon4 
gentleman  then  read  a  paper  which  ha 
had  sent  to  the  Custom-house,  we  believe 
in  1805,  in  proof  that  it  was  necessary  to 
stop  the  export  of  corn  at  that  period.  He 
then  resumed  his  objections  to  the  Bill» 
and  contended  that  we  were  going  to  do 
away  a  system  that  had  existed  for  400 
years,  Precautions  had  always  beea 
deemed  necessary  to  prevent  quantities  of 
corn  from  going  out  of  the  country ;  and 
now  we  were  breaking  into  the  system  fkt 
once,  at  the  moment  when  the  king  hU 

C3T)         , 
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tie  power  to  stop  the  exportttiob ;  and 
tbit  innoTatton  we  were  making  on  inch 
eyidence  as  no  parliament  bad  ever  yet 
acted  upon  since  tbe  beginning  of  time. 
Tbe  right  bon.  gentleman^  ^fter  many 
aimilar  observations,  concluded  wt|b  saying, 
that  bis  rider  was  intended  to  give  the 
king  a  power,  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
conncii,  to  stop  the  exportation  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  the  comitry  might  require 
it.  He  was  satisfied  with  having  done  his 
doty  in  opposing  the  Bill;  and  if  it  were 
Mimred  to  pass,  all  he  hoped  was,  that  it 
snighi  not  be  productive  of  serioos  injury 
to' the  country. 

Sir  John  Nttopori  observed,  that  the 
tame  objections  bad  been  made,  and  tbe 
tame  precaution  proposed,  when  the  Com 
Exportation  Bill  baa  been  introduced  in 
Ireland.  But  he  had  then  suggested  (what 
he  thought  would  apply  equally  in  the 
present  instance),  that  the  best  course 
^ould  be  for  the  executive  government  to 
interfere  to  stop  the  exportation  of  corn,  hi 
any  case  of  extreme  necessity,  and  after- 
Wards  to  come  to  parliament  for  indem- 
nity.  Before  this  method  was  adopted, 
and  while  it  was  left  at  the  discretion  of  the 
privy  c6oncil  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  law,  a  prohibition  was  issued  every  two 
or  three  years.  As  to  what  the  last  speaMer 
had  said  of  tbe  purity  of  his  motives  in  tbe 
aide  of  the  question  which  he  espoused,  be 
thought  it  was,  to  say  the  least,  invidious, 
jthe  motives  of  every  gentleman  were  to  be 
auppo^ed  to  be  public,  and  their  views 
equally  directed  to  the  general  good. 

Mr.  Daviei  Giddy  was  for  restricting  the 
exportation  of  corn  within. certain  limits. 
In  a  time  of  impending  famine,  he  thought 
it  ouebt  not  to  be  allowed ;  and  if  tbe 
right  bon.  gentleman  had  proposed  to  fix 
a  price  above  which  it  ought  not  to  be  ex* 
ported,  his  amendment  w6uld  have  bad 
nis  support. 

General  Pcfter  spoke  in  favour  of  a 
further  protraction  of  the  measure ;  as 
many  members  had  then  left  the  House, 
under  an  understanding  that  tbe  Bill  would 
Dot  be  diflcqssed  that  evening.  He  should 
therefore  propose  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  be  postponed 
ill  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  AoM  expressed  his  readiness,  be- 
tween that  day  and  Wednesday  or  Ihurs- 
day,  to  consider  a  proper  price  at  which 
exporution  should  cease.  It  would,  he 
conceived,  be  a  most  lamentable  things  if 
a  system  which  bad  been  acted  on  for  400 
years  were  put  an  end  to  Without  inquiry 


C&m  ExportatumBUf. 


[JOl* 


— >withoQt,  he  would  say,  many  gentl«* 
men  in  that  Hpuse,  who  supported  tbe 
measure,  being  exactly  aware  of  what 
they  were  doing. 

Sir  H.  ParneH  was  surprised  that  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  bad  not  stated  hia 
intention  of  moving  this  clause  at  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  Bill.  It  was  most  ex- 
traordinary, that  he  bad  permitted  it  to  go 
through  the  committee,  without  making 
known  bis  intention;  and  now,  on  the 
third  reading,  he  came  forward  with  hia 
opposition.  As  to  the  observation  of  the 
bon.  general  who  had  moved  the  anaeiid- 
ment,  it  did  not  apply  to  the  Bill  then  be« 
fore  tbe  House,  winch  had  been  fireqnentlj 
dfscessed— but  to  the  Bill.lbr  regulating 
the  importation  of  grain,  which  had  gone 
throoff  h  a  comtiitttee,  proybrme,  and  wonld 
be  denated  m  another  stage. 

Mr.  Rate  said,  that,  on  twt>  diftrent  oc« 
casions,  he  had  expressed  his  intenfioo  ol 
p4*oposhig  tbe  clause  alluded  to ;  hot  bis 
right  bon.  f^end  (tbe  Chancellor  ef  tbe 
Exchequer)  bad  advised  him  to  defer  it. 
He  had  done  so,  under  the  impreasion  that 
bis  right  bon.  friend  was  favourable  to  the 
clause ;  but  it  appeared  he  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  was  hostile  to  it. 

Mr.  Litthmgion  said,  that,  on  the  general 
question,  much  misapprehension  had  taken 
place.  He  was  sure  that  it  was  tbe  great 
wish  of  those  who  supported  tbe  measure, 
to  have  an  abundance  of  grain  in  the 
eoontry,.  at  the  cheapest  possible  price. 
NoW|  unless  agriculture  were  protected, 
this  could  not  permanently  be  the  aitua^ 
tion  of  'our  markets.  If  they  were  per* 
fectly  sure  that  the  country  would  always 
enjoy  peace,  then  he  would  leave  grain 
open,  hke  any  other  article.  But  what 
would  be  the  consequence  if  the  state  of 
agriculture  were  disturbed  by  admitting 
grain  into  our  mark^u  at  60s.  or  perhaps 
i5s.  which  would  occasion  great  quantities 
of  arable  land  to  be  converted  into  pasture 
—what,  he  would  ask,  would  be  tbe  efifect» 
if,  in  this  state  of  things,  war  broke  oot  ? 
We  should  be  deprived  of  erery  resource. 
Under  this  impression,  he  conceive  due 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  tbe 
fanner.  That  encouragement,  in  hki  opi- 
nion^ was  amply  provided  for  in  the 
schedule  of  the  hon.  sentleman  below  hi  a 
(Mr.  Huskisson),  and  he  ahouU  be  happy 
to  see  it  adopted. 

General  Foner  withdrew  his  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Jfa^am  disapproved  of  a  propesi^ 
tion^  which  gave   to  the  executive  the 
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power  of  prereDting  imporMioii  when 
ihey  ihoiigbt  proper.  In  bis  opioioo^  the 
exeeotive  oogbtio  be  leA  to  act  apon  ibeir 
^own  retpoBtioiliiy  .wbeoerer  Ibe  occasion 
called  for  their  intenrention.  Tbey  conld 
aftem^ards  apply  to  parliament  ibr  an  in- 
demnity. 

Mr.  Brand  said>  if  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  propose  a  posiiire  sum,  at 
whieh  exportation  should  cease»  instead  of 
giriog  a  discretionary  power  to  the  eze- 
e«|tive  to  interfere  ii^ben  ther  tbooght 
proper,  be  would  vote  for  it.  if  the  ri^t 
hon.  gentleroin  were  not  prepared  with 
such  a  clause  at  that  moment,  be  should 
be  sorry  that  those  who  supported  the 
Bill  should  not  agree  to  a  postponement  of 
the  motion,  till  be  had  considered  the  sub* 
ject.  It  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  the 
country  to  see  that  they  were  thus  pro- 
ceeding with  all  the  gra?ity  and  delibera- 
tion that  should  characterise  a  British 
sena^. 

Mr.  GmacNf  was  perfectly  satiified  with 
the  Bill  as  it  stood.  If,  however,  it  were 
determined  to  introduce  a  clause,  pro* 
hi  biting  the  exportation  of  grain  when  it 
arriveo  at  a  certain  price,  the  only  proper 
way  in  which  that  purpose  could  be 
effected  ^was,  to  withdraw  the  existing 
Bill  altogether,  and  to  introduce  a  new  one. 
When  It  arrived  in  the  committee,  this 
new  question,  as  to  the  price  at  which  ex- 
portation should  cease,  could  be  properly 
debated.  With  respect  to  the  specific 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
he  would  oppose  it  in  every  stage.  It  was 
ouicb  better  to  leave  it  to  the  reiponsibility 
of  the  executiiM  to  act,  than,  by  such  a 
provision,  to  call  on  them  imperatively  to 
interfere. 

The  ^ieaher  wished  to  .remind  the 
House,  that  the  question  before  them  was, 
merely,  whether  the  Bill  should  be  then 
read  the  third  time  ? 

Mr.  Canmng  was  aware  of  this.— He  had 
no  objection  to  the  third  reading—but  he 
thought  it  right  to  state  his  opinion,  lest, 
after  what  haid  passed,  he  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  favourable  to  the  clause. 

The  House  divided— For  the  third 
reading  107 ;  Against  27 ; — Migority  80. 
The  Bill  was  then. read  a  third  time. 
During  our  absence  from  the  gallery, 
Mr*  Rose  proposed  his  clause,  as  a  rider 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Fotuoniy  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  all  along  stated  himself  to 
be  an  enemy  to  the  firee  export  of  com; 
•aod»  however  he  might  atumpt  to  dia- 


guise  his  intention,  it  appeai^ed  evident 
that  the  object  of  his  clause  was  to  curb 
and  fetter  a  free  exportation.  The  clauie 
was  not  introduced  to  prevent  scarcity— • 
but,  as  be  had  failed  in  shaking  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  Bill,  he  hoped  he  should  bo 
able,  by  the  introduction  of  this  provision^ 
to  destroy  its  effect.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman said,  if  they  went  into  a  committee^ 
tbey  would,  perhaps,  change  their  opi« 
nioos,  from  the  iniormetion  that  would  be 
placed  before  them ;  but  on  this  subject 
the  House  had  already  decided.  An  bod* 
gentleman  ^  (Mr.  Bankes)  had  already 
moved  for  a  committee ;  and  the  majority 
against  the  proposition  was  so  great,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  must  entertain 
very  slender  hopes  of  succeeding  in  carry* 
ingsuch  a  motion.  He  objected  to  the 
clause,  first,  because  it  would  clog  and  re- 
tard the  free  exportation  for  which  the 
Bill  provides;  and  next,  because  it  ev 
posed  those  who  exercised  the  powers  of 
the  government  to  perpetual  solicitations 
from  private  individuals  in  the  corn  trade. 
They  all  knew  how  easy  it  was  for  great 
capitalisu  to  unite  on  a  subject  like  thie, 
and  to  perplex,  and  even  intimidate,  a 
weak  administration.  If  a  particuli^r  price 
were  fixed  at  which  exportation  should 
cease,  he  thought  it  would  be  eyen  more 
mischievous  than  the  proposition  theii  sub- 
mitted to  them;  for  no  man  could  sey, 
under  the  various  circumstances  in  which 
the  country  might  be  placed,  at  what  pric^ 
th6  export  of  corn  ouglit  to  germinate. 
The  only  remedy  for  the  evil  which  the 
right  hon.  gentlem^  seemed  deshrous  to 
core  was,  Uie  wisdom  and  firmoess  of  go- 
vernment The  ministers  of  the  crown 
should  act,  when  it  was  necessary,  on 
their  own  responsibility,  and  then  call 
upon  parliament  to  indemnify  thenu 
When  placed  in  that  situation,  they  would 
be  freed  from  that  importunity,  to  which» 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  clause  were 
agreed  to,  they  would  be  exposed ;  and, 
knowing  that  tbey  were  responsible  for 
their  conduct,  there  was  the  less  appre- 
hension that  tbey  would  use  their  power 
improperly. 

Alderman  Atims  would  not  agree  to  a 
free  export,  with  a  prohibited  import,  of 
grain.  Gentlemen  might  tell  him  that  the 
latter  measure  was  not  before  the  House ; 
but  he  contended  that  it  was  not  possible 
to  divide  them^  The  fact  was,  that  the 
two  Bills  ougHt  to  go  hand  in  hand  toge- 
ther. With  respect  to  the  clause  then 
l^fore  the  House,  he  was  friendly  to  it* 
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it  altogether.  It  was  the  boundeD  doiy 
of  the  executive  goTeroffient,  and  itwai 
always  in  iu  pow^r,  to  stop  the  exporta- 
tioD  of  corn  when  occasion  ehoold  call 
for  it,  and  look  with  perfect  confidence  to 
that  House  for  indemnity.  The  fears  en- 
tertained could  6e  only  the  result  of  igno« 
ranee,  aiid  be  hoped  they  had  been  ex- 
cited too  by  ignorance ;  but  be  was  sore 
they  had  been  provoked  by  very  improper 
means. 

Mr.  Western  and  Mr.  D.  Giddy  op* 
posed  the  clause. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared,  but  no 
division  took  place;  the  clause  was  re- 
jected and  the  Bill  was  passed. 

Liit  of  ike  Mmoriiy  Cn  the  third  reading. 
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It  was  not  when  an  article  had  arrived  at 
such  a  price  that  it  could  not  be  profitably 
exported,  that  they  wanted  the  interven- 
'tion  of  government.  No;  the  wisdom, 
the  fui-esight,  the  judgment  of  the  exe- 
cutive ought  to  be  actively  employed,; 
before  that  period  arrived. 

Sir  /f.  PfimiU  said,  the  arguments  of; 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill  went  to  prove, 
that  this  country  could  not  compete  with 
the  foreign  markets  in  the  article  of  grain. 
If  this  were  the  case,  no  mischief  could 
ensue  from  it,  as  none  would  be  exported. 
But,  looking  to  Ireland,  it  was  of  very 
great  importance  ;  since,  from  that  cobn- 
try,  he  bad  no  doubt,  very  large  exporu 
would  be  made,  to  the  innnite  benefit- of 
her  agriculture. 

Sir  C.  Motick  thought  the  best  security 
against  excess  of  exportation,  would  be 
found  in  the  comparative  lowness  of  price 
in  the  foreign  market. 

Mr.  Roie  observed,  that  at  Amsterdam 
wheat  was  \0$.  a  quarter  dearer  than  in 
our  own  market;  and  that  if  they  would 
grant  him  a  committee,  he  would  produce 
a  hundred  similar  instances. 

Sir  C.  Manck  replied,  that,  admitting 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  be  correct,  it  did  not  invalidate  his  ar- 
gument. It  would  cost  10  or  \S$.  per 
quarter  freightage,  which,  with  sonie 
port  duties  and  insurance,  would  still 
render  British  com  dearer  than  foreign 
in  the  foreign  market. 

Mr.  Lumngton  stated,  that  in  France 
wheat  was  sold  for  38«.  the  quarter ;  and 
ft  Riga,  Courland  wheat  at  Ale, 

Mr.  Conntn^  observed,  that  though  he 
considered  the  clause  perfectly  unneces- 
sary, because  it  professed  to  bestow  a 
power  which  already  existed,  yet,  if  the 
adopting  it  without  qny  amendment  would 
be  any  consolation  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tlem^,  or  any  relief  to  the  alarm  that  had 
been  excited  out  of  doors,  be  should  have 
no  objection  to  its  incorporation  with  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  said,  that  one  powerful 
reason  with  him  for  not  agreeing  with  the 
clause,  was  precisely  that  which  induced 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning) 
to  support  it,  because  it  was  perfectly  un- 
necessary. He  had  another  objection  also. 
The  clause  would  not  only  produce  no  good 
effect,  but  it  would  produce  a  very  bad 
efiect.  It  would  create  fears  in  the  agri- 
^Ulturist,  while  the  object  of  this  measure 
was  to  give  him  confidence ;  and  it  would, 
ao  far,  do  away  the  beneficial  tendency  of 
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Tuesday,  May  24<. 
Petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ieeland.I  Mr.  Grattan  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ; 
setting  forth,  <'  that  the  petitioners  again 
approach  the  legislature  with  a  statement  of 
the  grievances  under  which  they  labour, 
and  of  which  they  most  respectfully,  but 
at  the  same  time  most  firmly,  solicit  the 
effectual  redress  ;  their  wrongs  are  so  no- 
torious and  so  numerous  that  their  minute 
detail  is  quite  unnecessary,  and  would  in- 
deed be  impossible,  were  it  deemed  ezpe- 
dient;  ages  of  persecution  on  the  one 
band,  and  of  patience  on  tbe  other,  suffi- 
ciently attest  their  sufierings  and  tbeic 
submission:  privations  have  been  an- 
swered .  only  by  petition,  indignities  by 
remonstrance,  injuries  by  forgiveness :  it 
has  been  a  misfortune  to  have  suffered  for 
the  sake  of  their  religion  ;  but  it  has  also 
been  a  pride  to  have  borne  tbe  best  taatn 
mony  to  the  purity  of  their  doctrine  by 
the  meekness  of  their  endurance;  and 
that  the  petitioners  have '  sustained  the 
power  which  sporiied  tbem,  they  have 
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nenred  tbe  arm  wfaich  smote  them,  they 
have  lavished  their  strength,  their  t&leot, 
and  their  treasures,  and  buoyed  up  on  the 
prodigal  effusion  of  their  young  blood  the 
triumphant  ark  of  British  liberty;  the  pe-. 
titioners  approach  then  with  confidence 
an  enlightened  legislature :  in  the  name 
of  nature  they  ask  their. rights  as  men ;  in 
the  name  of  the  constitution,  they  ask 
their  privileges  as  subjects ;  in  the  name 
of  God,  they  ask  the  sacred  protection  of 
unperaecuted  piety  as  Christians :  are  secu- 
rities required  of  them  ?  they  offer  them, 
the  best  securities  a  throne  can  have,  the 
affections  of  a  people;  they  offer  &tth 
that  was  never  violated,  hearts  that  were 
never  corrupted,  valour  that  never  crouch- 
ed ;  every  boor  of  peril  has  proved  their 
allegiance,  and  every -field  of  Europe  ex- 
hibits its  example ;  and  that  the  petitiooers 
abjure,  all  temporal  authority,  except  that 
of  our  sovereign;  they  acknowledge  no 
civilpre-eriiinence,  save  that  of  4>ur  con- 
stitution ;  and  for  their  lavish  and  volun* 
tary  expenditure,  they  only  ask  a. reci- 
procity of  benefits ;  separating,  as  they 
dio,  their  civil  rights  from  their  spiritual 
duties,  they  hdmblv  desire  that  they  may 
not  be  confounded;  they  render  unto 
Csssar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's,  but 
they  must  also  render  unto  God  the  things 
that  are  God's;  their  church  could  not 
descend  to  claim  a  state  authority,  nor  do 
they  ask  for  it  a  state  aggrandisement ;  its 
liopes,  iti  powers,  and  its  pretensions,  are 
of  anot  ber  world ;  and  when  the  petitioners 
raise  their  hands  most  humbly  to  the  state, 
their  prayer  is  not  that  the  fetters  may  be 
transferred  to  the  hands  which  are  raised 
for  them  to  heaven ;  they  would  not  erect 
a  splendid  shrine  even  to  liberty  on  the 
ruins  of  the  temple  i  in  behalf  then  of  five 
millions  of  a  brave  and  loyal  people,  the 
petitioners  call  upon  the  legislature  to 
annihilate  the  odious  bondage  which  bows 
down  the  mental,  pbyiical,  and  moral 
energies  of  Ireland,  and  (in  the  name  of 
that  Gospel  which  breathes  charity  towards 
all)  they  seek  freedom  of  conscience  for 
all  the  inhabitanu  of  the  British  empire; 
may  it  therefore  please  the  House  to  abo- 
lish all  penal  and  disabling  laws,  which  in 
any  manner  infringe  religious  liberty,  or 
restrict  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  sacred 
righu  of  conscience,  within  these  realms/' 
Mr.  Grattan  said,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  any  further  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  the  Catho- 
lics, under  the  prtient  circulnstances.  In 
^biM,  ha  beggea  to  ba  und^rsload  as  ex- 


pressings  his  own  opinion,  which  he,  found 
coincided  with  that  of  many  other  mem* 
hers  of  the  House.  He  could  by  no  means 
say  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Catholics 
that  the  discussion  should  not  come  on 
now.  Many  of  them,  he  believed,  wished 
that  the  discussion  should  now  come  on. 
But  under  the  present  circumstances,  it 
was  his  opinion,  |hat  it  would  be  desirable 
not  to  have  any  discussion  on  the  subject 
at  present ;  nor. to  have  any  ulterior  (nea^ 
sure  propdted*  In  the  mean  time,  he 
moved,  that  the  petition  do, lie  on  the 
table.  - 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie,  on 
the  table. 

Sir  J<An  Cox  Hippisley  moved  for  th^ 
production  and  printing  of  two  papers; 
which,  he  lamented  to  observe,  were  the 
last  of  the  class,  prop^ly  official,  that  ha 
could  obtah»  from  the  offices  of  govern-*, 
ment,  or  from  the  records  of  parliament. 
He  lamented  this  much,  as  he  had  once 
flattered  himself  with  being  the  me^ns  of 
producing,  through  the  report  of  a  select 
committee,  many  other  important  docu* 
ments;  the  House,  however,*  had  unfor- 
tur^itely  shut  them^lves  out  from  that  in- 
formation;  aiid  however  he  might  him- 
self regret  it,  it  was  not  for  him  to  cen- 
sure their  decision.  In  moving  for  these 
papers,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  correct  a 
mis-statement  connected  with  his  former 
motion,  which  had  found  place  in  several 
of  the  public  prints.  He  bad  been  repre* 
sented  as  having  .asserted,  that  a  la^ga 
sum  of  money  had  been  sent  to  Irelapd 
from  Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
Jesuits'  college.  He  had  in  fact  made  no 
such  assertion ;  but  had  re- stated,  as  he 
had  before  stated  in  parliament  more  than 
twelve  months  since,  that  such  a  remit- 
tance had  been  made  from  hence  to  Ire- 
land, for  the  purpose  of  being  appropriated 
to  a  seminaj^  of  ecclesiastical  edujcatioo. 
He  also  stated,  that  nearly  ]6/X)0/.  of  that 
sum  had  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of 
Castle*  Browne  in  Ireland,  and  that  a  pro- 
fessed Jesuit  had  been  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  institution.  In  stating  also  the  cirr 
eumstance  of  tbft  construction  of  an  oath, 
as  avowed  by  Mr.  Francis  Plowden  (not 
Browne,  as  also  erroneously  staled),  in  hia 
History  of  Ireland,'  sh-  J.  C.  Hippisley  had 
been  also  e<|nally  misrepresented.  In  Mr» 
PJowden's  construction,  oaths  were  to  be 
consid#red  as  obligatory-r-^'  s^onndum  in- 
tenitonemjurantis,*'  and  not  ^'aacunddm 
intentionem  imponentis. -'  This  sir  J.  C. 
H.  was  represented  also,  ii^  many  of  tha 
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poblic  pr'mXk,  to  b«ve  tpplied  generally^ 
«g  a  Caiholic  priociple ;  wberett  be  ez- 
prettlv  stated*  tbat  it  was  opposed  to  tbe 
recorded  opioioiis  of  tbe  soeodest  fiooian 
Catbolk  tbeologiaii«»  and  tbeir  most  ac- 
credited jurists,  partkolarly  Dainio||r  St. 
Isidore  and  Jasiijitan^  as  well  as  Dr.  Paley* 
and  otber  writers  of  tbe  establisbment. 
Sir  J.  C  H.  tben  moved,  '« That  tbe  re> 
port  made  to  lord  Wm.  Bentiock  of  tbe 
state  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  India; 
mnd  also  the  report  of  the  pfooeedings  in 
council  relating  to  the  estates  of  the  Jesoits 
in  Canada,  be  prinud.^' — Ordered. 

Petition  or  Ma.  Arthur  Morris, 
fliOH  Bailiff  of  Wbstminstbr.]  Mr. 
Lochhart  stated  the  great  hardship  and  in* 
jury  which  the  high  bailiff  of  Westminster 
Imq  sustained,  in  consequence  of  not  being 
nble  to  recof  er  tbe  expences  of  erecting 
hustings,  at  Coir«nt-garden,  for  tbe  two 
last  elections  for  Westminster.  As  ibe  re- 
turning officer  for  that  populous  city,  be 
Was  compelled,  by  act'  of  parUamenI,  to 
I  erect  a  hustings  and  provide  poll-clerks, 
under  a.penal^  for  his  neglect ;  and  tbe 
Act  said,  he  should  recover  tbe  money  so 
expended  from  tbe  candidates.  Sir  F. 
Burdett  had,  however,  refused  to  pay  bis 
quota;  and  the  high  bailiff,  in  trying  to 
recover  it  by  law,  had  been  nonsuited,  and 
put  to  the  expenoe  of  a  sum  not  much 
short  of  Q,OOOL,  the  court  of  law  b«ving 
determined,'  tbat  sir  Francis  had  shewn  be 
was  not  a  candidate.  He,  therefore, 
noved^  tbat  the  Petition  of  the  high  bailiff 
be  referred  lo  a  committee,  who  should  re* 

S»rt  tbeir  opinion  and  observations  to  tbe 
ouse. 

Mr.  C.  fV.  Wynn  saw  no  reason  why  the 
high  bailiff  should  be  re-imbursed  by  the 
public.  He  understood  that  he  had  given 
a  considerable  sum  for  bis  place,  mi  be 
believed  bad  got  a  very  bard  bargain  : 
but  he  could  not  see  why  the  public  should 
pay  for  the  misconstruction  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  in  bringing  an  action  against 
•  person  as  a  candidate,  who  really  was 
not  a  candidate.  But  though  he  could 
not  recover  against  him,  he  might  recover 
ngainst  tbe  oiber  two,  who  were  candi- 
dates. As  such,  be  should  object  to  tbe 
motion. 

Mr.  BiUktini  said,  the  misconstruction 
was  in  the  legislature  who  passisd  the  Act, 
mnd  bad  unfortunately  coDipelled  the  high 
bailiff,  under  a  penalty,  to  erect  hustings, 
•Itc.  and  to  look  to  the  candidaies  for  Feim« 
^ursemcnt.    Nosr  it  tnmed  ^u%,  that  n 


Com  bipah^dm  Bili^ 
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man  might  be  elected  witbont  beiag  ja 
candidate.  He  thought  tbe  House  ought 
in  justice  nod  faimesa  to  agree  to  n  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Whmetkjf  thought  It  would  be 
acting  on  a  wrong  principle,  and  would 
introduce  a  bad  precedent,  to  rein^urse 
the  high  Imiliff's  expences,  and  therefore 
should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  H.  Twrmm  was  of  opinion,  that  as 
the  legislature  had  compelled  the  high 
bailiff  under  a  penalty  to  incur  certain  ex- 
pences, and  bad,  from  a  defect  ia  its 
enactment,  prevented  bim  from  recovering 
against  tbe  candidate,  as  it  professed  to 
do,  tbe  House  ought  to  agree  to  a  com- 
mittee. He  observed,  that  a  similar  cir- 
cumstance had  taken  place  at  the  last 
SondHrark  election ;  where,  on  account  irf* 
one  of  the  candidttes  refiisinff  to  pay  a 
part,  the  ethers  also  liad  refused  to  pay  the 
whole  expence*     . 

Mr.  Hmvey  approved  of  a  commiUee; 
and  observed,  that  it  was  not  necessary  the 
committee  should  give  an  opinion  on  the 
questioo  of  remuneration,  but  on  (he  whole 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  Bmikm  contended,  that  the  case  of 
^outhwark  was  tery  different,  as  the  ex- 
pence  ought  to  fall  on  those  who  were 
really  the  candidates.  He  was  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Luihingtmt  thought  the  House 
should  indemoHTy  the  returning  officer  for 
his  expences;  and  if  all  the  sheri£i  €S 
£ngland  were  placed,  at  tbe  same  time,  in 
the  same  predicament,  the v  would  hare 
the  same  oiaim  for  being  indemnified. 

Mr.  Fitter  Moore  thought  that  if  the 
officer  acted  under  a  misconstruction  of 
the  Act,  he  ought  to  be  indemnified. 

Mr.  LodUert  said, .  it  was  a  part  of  tbe 
duty  of  the  returning  officer  to  prevent 
confusion  by  the  erection  of  hustings,  and 
by  making  other  arrangements.  If  he  was 
not  indemnified  either  by  tbe  House' or  by 
the  candidates,  the  consequence  would  be, 
tbat  such  arrangements  would  be  neg** 
letted,  and  riot  and  confosion  would  be 
tbe  consequence. 

The  House  tben  divided  on  the  mo- 
tion-^For  it,  26;  Against  it,  17;— Mar 
jority,  9. 

Corn  Importation  Bili^]  On  the 
motion,  "  that  tbe  report  of  this  Bill  be 
lHrou|[htup,'' 

Mr.  H.  LoKdla  took  tbe  opportunity 
(without  entering  at  large  into  the  ques- 
tion) to  declare  that  in  the  present  state 
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of  tbingt  he  could  not  asient  to  the  JBiUi 
Before  he  could  agree  to  sach  a  measure, 
he  thought  1t  necessary  to  be  confinced 
that  there  had  been  a  suie  of  things  ad- 
Terse  to  the  interesU  of  the  landholders 
and  farmers  pp  to  this  time.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case  at  present,  he  found, 
by  referring  to  the  proj^erdocumentSy  that 
there  had  for  several  years  been  a  pro- 
eressive  rise  in  the  price  of  cotq.  The 
Hoose  was  really,  called  upon  to  legislate 
on  the  subject  without  knowing  what  the 
real  state  of  things  was.  Uader  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  Mould  wish  the  House  to 
wait  and  see  what  Would  be  the  conse- 
quences of  the  alteration  that  would  take 
place  from  the  removal  of  a  great  part  of 
the  burdens  under  which  the  tenant  now 
laboured,  before  they  deckled  on  so  im- 
portant a  question, 

Mr.  Greriftll  wiriied  the  decision  to  be 
postponed,  on  the  ground  that  the  House 
was  not  in  possession  of  information  on 
which  it  could  proceed  on  so  important  a 
question.  The  agitation  which  had  been 
caused  in  the  puUio  mind  on  the  subject, 
was  another  strong  reason  why  they  should 
dela^.  He  did  not  himself  think  that  the 
object  of  the.  Bill  was  to  raise  the  price  of 
jcorn;  but  certainly  its  object  was  very 
niuch  misconceived.  Even  farmers  mis- 
understood it ;  for  within  the  last  24*  hours 
be  heard  a  farmer  say,  that  the  Bill  would 
seriously  injure  the  agricultural  interests, 
because  it  would  fix  the  price  of  corn  at 
H7s.  per  quarter.  He  therefore  thought 
that  time  should  be .  given  to  have  those 
misunderstandings  cleared  up.  He  did 
not  approve  of  tbe  graduated  scale. 

Mr.  Hose  would  not  lose  any  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  his  sentiments  on  the 
precipitation  with  which  the  House,  had 
acted.  The  measure  was  net  even  under- 
stood by  members  of  the  House.  They 
were  proceeding  without  any  inquiry. 
He  would  not  talk  of  the  report  of  last 
year.  It  was  si\ch  a  one  as  ought  not  to 
be  proceeded  in,  even  in  tbe  matter  of  a 
decision  on  a  turnpike  road.  No  inconve- 
nience could  result  from  the  postponement 
of  the  decision ;  while,  by  deciding  now, 
the  country  would  be  exposed  to  an  unne- 
cessary trial.  If  a  proper  inquiry  was 
only  instituted,  he  was  convinced  that  no 
two  sensible  men  would  difller  in  their 
opinion  of  the  subject;  because,  justly 
considered,  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial interests,  were  identified. 

Mr.  Lushmgton  regretted  that  the  Hoose 
was  drawn  into  a  discussion  that  day,  coir- 


trary.tothe  understanding  of  the  House  on 
the  former  night,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  bad 
not  conceived  that  any  objection  would 
have  been  made  to  the  receiving  of  the., 
report.  , 

Mr.  J.  Smith  said,  that  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  feeling  bad  been  excited  in  the 
manufacturing  districts  by  this  measure  ; 
the  consequence  of  which  applied  to 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  kins^ 
dom.  The  safest  course  appeared  to  be 
delay,  which  might  remove  many  great 
errors  in  public  feeling.  He  admitted^ 
that  it  was  the  interest  of  our  manufac- 
turers to  promote  the  agricultural  interests 
in  Ireland,  as  Ireland  was  their  best  cos* 
tomer. 

Sir  H.  rionvftf  maintained  that  there  bad 
been  no  precipitation,  as  the  subject  had 
been  before  parliament  a  whole  year.  Few 
matters  had  received  so  much  discussion. 
Even  now  a  fortnight's  delay  was  inteuded« 
that  the  question  migbt  be  more  com- 
pletely understood.  This  measure  was 
not  framed  on  views  of  importation ;  but 
on  our  own  stock  of  grain,  and  the  means  of 
keeping  it  up.  Postponement  was  called 
for  by  those  who  did  not  really  understand 
the  subject  at  all.  The,  reasons  stated  for 
doing  pothiqg,  were  the  very  reasons  why 
something  should  be  done.  The  artificial 
state  of  prices  for  several  years  past  ren- 
dered this  necessary.  Our  exclusion  from 
the  continent  had  given  a  prodigious 
stimulus  to  our  internal  agriculture.  Hew 
would  it  stand  with  our  manufactures,  it 
we  were  to  let  in  foreign  goods,  as  some 
now  wished  to  let  -  in  foreign  grain  i 
Leave  the  law  as  it  at  present  stood,  for  six 
months  longer,  and  agriculture  might  be» 
come  quite  unprotected.  Would  the 
farmer  sow  as  much  corn  as  if  this  Bill 
were  passed  ?  Give  him  protection,  and  he 
would  go  on,  growing  a  sufficient  supply 
for  our  home  consumption ;  which,  if  the 
foreign  corn  were  let  in,  it  would  he  im- 
pldssible  to  expect. 

Mr.  Finlay  remarked,  that,  for  want  of 
proper  evidence,  they  could  not  under-^ 
stand  the  effect  of  the  presentstate  of  things, 
nor  the  coqsequence  of  competition  with 
foreign  grain.  The  consumer  and  grower 
had  tbe  same  interest;  and  certainly  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Ireland  deserved 
their  consideration  and  support;  but 
while  he  wished  the  prosperity  of  Ireland^ 
he  could  not  be  indifferent  to  tbe  interesU. 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  not 
for  precipitating. a  measure,  of  the  resulu 
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of  which  the  hon.  baronet  said  many  were 
to  ignorant|  while  at  the  tame  time  he  re- 
fased  them  all  information.  Modified  as 
the  Bill  was,  it  was  rendered  little  mis- 
chievous ;  but  yet  it  was  not  such  a  Bill 
as  he  could  wish  to  see  passed.  There 
was  no  evil  probable  from  importation  this 
year;  and  there  could  be  no  absolute 
necessity  for  the  measure. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said,  he  had  come  to  the 
House  in  Che  full  expectation  that  no  dis- 
cussion would  have  arisen  on  the  measure 
in  its  present  stage.     As  to  the  charge  of 
precipitation,  he  believed  there  never  was 
a  measure  which  had  come  before  that 
House  that  was  less  liable  to  it    Nearly  a 
month  had  elapsed  since  the  Resolutions 
bad  passed,  afia  yet  they  had  not  got  into 
a  law.     It  was  certainly  not  bis  intention 
to  hurry  the  measure :    he  merely  meant 
to  propose  to  the  House  to  receive  the 
report;    and   that  the  Bill,  being  then 
ordered  for  printing,  should  not  be  further 
contended  till  Monday,  the  6th  of  June, 
which  would  afford  a  whole  fortnight  for 
its  consideration.    He  would  agree  that 
there  was    abroad  a  very   considerable 
alarm,  as  well  as  misrepresentation  of  the 
subject,  bv  the  assertion  that  its  view  was 
to  raise  the  price  of  bread  ;   but  it  would 
be  found  that  the  measure  had  nothing  in 
it  of  so  mischievous  a  nature.    Persons  out 
of  doors,  it  was  well  known,  would  always 
misrepresent  and  exaggerate  the  tendency 
of  measures  before  that  House ;  and  it  was 
as  true  as  unfortunate,  that  such  misrepre- 
aentations  were  always  listened  to.    Yet  if 
this  subject  were  fairly  looked  at,  it  would 
be  found  not  calculated  to  create  a  pres- 
sure upon  the  poor,  but  to  prevent  those 
fluctuations  in  the  price  of  corn,  which 
had,  at  certain  intervals,  caused  so  much 
calamity,  and  which  will  periodically  re- 
turn, if  not  frustrated  by  this  measure.    He 
would  add,  that  if  this  Bill  did  not  pass 
into  a  law  in  the  present  session,  the  alarm 
which   had  prevailed  among  those  who 
had  devoted  their  capital  to  agrioultural 
pursuits,  would  be  felt  next  year  in  the  full 
extent  of  calamity.     However,  instead  of 
sajring  any  thing  that  might  excite  debate, 
he  should  merely  move  that  the  report  be 
now  received,  and  the  Bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  that  the  complaint 
was,  not  that  the  subject  had  not  been 
enough  debated,  but  that  it  had  not  been 
aufficiently  inquired  into.  In  the  rep9rt 
of  the  committee  there  was  no  information. 
Kot  a  single  practical  com -dealer  had 
been  examined,  in  order  to  aflbrd  such  in- 
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formation  aa  alone  would  be  aatisfiictory 
to  persons  not  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject ;  all  that  the  report  contained  being 
some  statistical  knowledge  respecting  Ire* 
land.  The  proposition  of  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bankes)  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
bad  been  rejected,  and  the  House  was 
without  any  information  even  of  the  price 
at  which  foreign  com  could  be  imported. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Koae)  was 
the  only  person  who  bad  stated  the  price 
(Mr.  Rose  said  across  the  table  "  cottjec- 
turally'^ ;  but  that  statement,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  said^  was  merely  conjee* 
tural,  and  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  rerj 
erroneous  (a  laugh) ;  as  he  had  not  tdcen 
into  consideration  the  exchange.  The 
riffht  hoD.  baronet  (sir  Henry  Pkraell)^ 
who  so  violently  upbraided  the  ignorance 
of  the  opposers  of  the  Bill,  was  mconsis- 
tent  in  his  remarks ;  ais  he  said  that  the 
protection  of  parliament  vras  necessary  to 
the  farmers, while  he  asserted  thatitwooM 
not  influence  the  price  of  corn.  The 
House,  he  thought,  snould  b^  indulgent  to 
the  public  feeling;  and  though  no  one 
should  consent  to  relinquish  a  measure 
which  he  thought  necessary,  yet  an^ 
quiry  might  be  entered  into,  and  the  mea- 
sure delayed  until  the  people  were  more 
reconciled  to  it. 

Sir  IT.  PamtU,  in  explanation,  said,  be 
had  not  stated  the  exclusion  of  foreign 
grain  (well  knowing  thai  much  had  been 
imported),  but  the  interruption  of  foreign 
importation,  to  be  the  stimulus  that  kept 
agriculture  in  a  progressive  state. 

The  Report  was  then  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  considera- 
tion on  Monday,  the  6th  of  June. 

Alderman  Atkins  wished  to  know  what 
proceeding  would  then  be  taken  on  it. 

.The  Sfiuiker  said,  he  supposed  the  Re« 
port  would  be  re-committed  ;  -  but  he 
wished  the  intended  proceeding  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood.  , 

Mr.  Ihukmon  had  no  objection  to  tta 
being  recommitted,  if  any  clause  was  in- 
tended to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Horntr  hoped,  that  whether  any 
alteration  were,  or  were  not  proposed,  the 
Report  would  be  recommitted,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  more  fully  discussed. 

Alderman  Aikhu  expressed  his  intention 
of  proposing  a  clause  then,  unless  per* 
mitted  in  the  subsequent  stage. 

Mr.  Batkurst  said,  it  was  the  usual 
course  to  permit  the  proposal  of  ctauses  in 
such  csues. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10S$]  PetiiurnqfCornrDiMiUlerso^ 

.  Mr  Lushtngkofi  said,  it  was  the  under- 
standing of  bis  right  hon.  friend  (the  Chan^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer)  that  the  Bill 
should  be  then  passed  ptofirma,  and  fully 
discussed  in  the  following  stage. 

HOUS^E  OF   LORDa 

Wednesday,  May  25. 

Appeal— Scott  v.  M'Intosh.]  The 
Lord  Chancellor^  previous  to  his  moving 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  shortly  ad- 
dressed their  lordships  upon  the  nature  of 
this  case.  It  appeared,  that  James  Scott 
and  others  were  the  conductors  of  an  in- 
surance for  the  militia  at  Dundee  in  the 
year  1808.  On  the  5th  of  January  in  the 
same  year,  there  was  a  proceeding  had 
upon  a  ballot  for  the  militia  for  the  county 
of  Inverness ;  and  M'Intosh  (a  poor  fox- 
hunter)  and  Macdonald  were  named  as 
persons  who  were  to  serve ;  in  conse* 
quence  of  which  the  latter  was  now  sery- 
iDg  himself^  and  the  former  by  substitute, 
in  the  militia.  It  was,  however,  stated  on 
the  part  of  the  respondents,  that  they  ap- 
plied to  the  appellants  and  paid  the  price 
of  their  insurance;  in  consequence  of 
which  an  instrument  was  delivered  to 
them,  bearing  date  the  Uth  January  that 
year.  Looking  to  the  instrument  itself, 
the  nature  of  the  policy  was,  either  to  find 
a  substitute,  or  pay  the  penalty  to  which 
the  respondents  would  be  liable  if  they 
should,  from  the  date  thereof,  be  drawn  as 
men  to  serve  in  the  militia ;  and  therefore 
in  itself  could  not  bind  the  insurers  to  any 
occurrence  of  that  sort  prior  to  the  1  llh  of 
January.  But  it  had  been  stated,  though 
not  so  clearly  as  u  might  have  been,  that 
these  parties  did,  in  fact,  effect  their  in- 
surance on  the  l^d  of  January,  and  received 
a  document  in  evidence  of  their  doing  so 
from  a  clerk ;  but  which  they  deli?ered 
up  upon  receiving  the  more  formal  one  of 
the  11th  of  January.  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  expressed  himself  as  feeling 
very  much  for  persons  situated  like  the 
respondents;  and  regretted  that,  upon 
principles  of  law,  he  did  not  see  how  in 
this  case,  they  could  with'  propriety  be  re- 
lieved. Because,  though  a  proceeding 
bad  taken  place  on  the  2d  January,  for 
the  ballot  of  militiamen,  ^it  seemed  an 
illegal  one,  and  a  mode  that  was  not  sug- 
gested by  any  one  of  the  militia  statutes; 
and  certainly  the  insurers  were  not  liable 
to  pay,  if  the  respondents  were  not  bound 
to  serve.  Much  had  been  said  about  a 
number  of  other  cases  which  would  be 
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decided,  by  the  determination  of  this— *but 
it  was  not  for  him  to  look  ta  other  un- 
decided cases,  when  he  was  forming  his 
opinion  upon  the  present — though  ha 
could  not  say  that  those  other  cases  would 
be  decided  by  this,  unless  they  were  pre- 
cisely the  same  in  their  circumstances. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  said,  that 
upon  the  motion,  ''  that  the  judgment  of 
the  court  of  session  be  reversed,"  he  should 
'give  his  vote  in  the  affirmative. 
.  The  Earl  of  Hardmcke  thought  that  in<* 
surances  for  the  militia  were  rendered 
illegal.  ' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  remarked,  that  the 
law  against  illegal  insurances  did  not  apply 
to  the  period  of  this  transaction. 

Judgment  was  reversed  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Wedne$dmff  May  25. 

Petition  of  the  Corn  Distillers  of 
England.]  Mr.  Brand  presented  a  peti« 
tion  of  several  corn  distillej-s  of  England  ; 
setting  forth,  **  that  the  importation  of  Irish 
spirits  into  Great  Britain,  or  of  British 
Sffirits  into  Ireland,  has  been  for  a  con^ 
siderable  time  past,  and  now  is,  suspended^ 
in  consequence  of  doubts  having  arisen 
whether  the  regulations  under  which  the 
drawbacks  and  countervailing  duties  paid 
or  payable  on  spirits  the  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Imported  from 
either  country  into  the  other,  do  not 
operate  as  a  bounty  on  such  exportation 
of  spirits,  contrary  to  the  sixth  article  of 
the  Act  of  Union,  until  proper  provisions 
could  be  made  for  regulating  the.  inter- 
course between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  relation  to  spirits  the  manufacture  of 
either  country ;  and  thkt  such  suspension 
will  cease  and  determine  on  the  first  day 
of  July  ne^t;  anCr -praying,  that  the 
doubts  which  have  arisen,  and  the  regu- 
lations which  are  necessary,  may  be  forth- 
with taken  into  consideration  by  the 
House,  or  that  the  suspension  of  intercourse 
may  be  further  continued  until  the  inves- 
tigation has  taken  place,  and  sufficient 
time  afforded  for  a  Bill  being  passed  for 
putting  the  trade  in  spirits  between  the 
two  countries  upon  a  just,  fair,  and  equal 
footing." 

In  illustration  of  the  hardships  comt 
plained  of  by  the  petitioners,  the  boo.  gen- 
tleman stated,  that  above  570,000/.  had 
been  paid  for  duties  on  spirits  in  thiscbuii- 
try,  which  were  OQt  disposed  of« 
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'  CopV' Right  Bill.]  Mr.  Oidify,  ail- f 
luding  to  the  Bill  relative  to  copy  right* 
6f  books,  wished  to  sttte,  that  a  clause  in- 
troduced in  the  Bill,  which  tended  to  throw 
an  unmerited  reflection  on  certain  esta- 
blishments for  learning,  should  not  haire 
his  assent.  It  had  Been  reported,  no 
j^oubt  erroneously,  tKat  these  learned  bodies 
authorised,  the  copies  of  books  which  were 
sent  to  them  gratis,  to  be  sold.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  suspicion  or  accusation 
Iras  unfounded ;  and  as  be  was  the  last 
ftian  in  the  world  who  would  countenance 
such  ^n  insinuation,  he  wished  it  to  be 
Understood,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
preser? e  the  clause  in  questiop. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  27. 
Roman  Catholics  op  Ireland.]  Mr. 
Grutian,  on  presenting  a  Cat^lic  Petition, 
spoke  as  follows:— Sir,  I  have  the  hoi^pur 
lo  present  a  petition  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  city  and  county  of  <^<^rk,  in 
favour  of  the  Catholic  cladms ;  and  I  beg 
ikovv,  when  the  House  is  well  attended,  to 
tepeat  that  which  I  said  on  a  former  day 
in  the  presence  of  a  few  members;  and  I 
my  now,  that  I  shall  not  bring  on  any 
discussion  nor  any  ulterior  tneasvre  on  the 
Catholic  Question  at  present,  and.  my 
reasons  are  founded  on  present  circum- 
stances. -  I .  shall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of 
those  circumstances;  it  is  sufficient  to 
tay,  that  no  proposition  can  tmder  those 
'  circumstances  be  formed  witti  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage,  or  with  any  other 
effect  than  to  throw  back  the  question,  and 
to  tbrow  it  back  at  a  time  when  nothing 
but  precipitation  can  prevent  its  ultimate 
success.  I  have  the  greatest  expectation 
that  the  claims  for  the  emaocipation  of  the 
Catholics  will  prevail— i  see  great  and 
Unbstantial  difficulties  removed— I  willpur- 
nie  the  cause— I  will  pursue  it  with  arobur^ 
Und  in  the  way  which  appears  to  me  most 
practicable,  and  at  a  time  which  appe^trs 
to  roe  most  seasonable.  My  otpinion  is, 
that  any  further  proposition  at  the  present 
^ime  would  be  an  injury  to  the  Catholics; 
and  I  have  formed  thi^  opinion  aAer  con- 
sulting the  members  of  this  House,  with 
*whom  I  usually  act  on  this  subject. 
Speakj[ng  of  their  opinion,  I  must  advert 
to  a  liiis-statement  in  the  public  papers, 
in  which  I  am  made  to  allude  to  opinions 
^supposed  to  be  entertained  by  noble 
^yersons  belonging  to  another  place.  I  did 
aot  state -their ,i>piflion-4  tlid  Aot  allude 


CornLmoi.  [lOS^ 

to  it— I  stated  only  the  opinions  of  the 
members  of  this  House  with  whom  I  act  on 
this  (|uestion*-they  are  now,  I  beKeye, 
present;  and  I  beg  to  say,  that  I  am 
backed  by  their  opinion  in  declining  to 
bring  on  any  farther  discussion  of  the 
Catholic,  qvestsan  at  preseQt'*^lie  tbea 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  the  Petition. 

Ctn  the  Question  being  put. 

Sir  /.  C.  Hippiiify  expressed  (lis  con? 
corrence  in  what  had  Just  been  said,  de- 
precating precipitation.  No  final  deter- 
mination could  be  satisfactory  on  so  ioi- 
portant  a  question,  unless  preceded  by  the 
most  deliberate  investigation,  the  necessity 
of  which  was  stiil  more  increased  by  exist- 
ing  circumstances.  It  was  not'  his  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  these  circumstances; 
but  he  thought  it  necessary  to  notice,  thitt 
the  Catholic  Board  was  permanently  sit- 
ting in  Dublin,  and,  in  fact,  was  become  a 
permanent  parliament,  levying  uses  on 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  reprobated 
their  conduct  in  appealing  to  the  Cortes 
of  Spain,  as  a  most  pernicious  step.  From 
whom  did  they  appeal  ?  From  the  well- 
known  justice  and  liberality  of  this  coon- 
try  ;  holding  it  op,  by  that  means,  in  a 
character  which  it  did  not  deserve.  He 
wished  the  measure  to  be  adopted  which 
he  had  before  recommended,  and  that  as 
complete  a  collection  of  ttie  necessary 
papers  should  be  made  as  possible.  Any 
proceeding,  he  contended,  must  lie  over 
till  next  year.  He  had  not  heard  whether 
the  right  hon.  sentlemen  opposite  in- 
tended to  interfere  with  the  Catholic 
Hoard ;  but  it  was  certainly  their  duty  im* 
mediately  to  suppress  it.  After  the  holi- 
days, he  should  move  for  further  papers 
that  had  come  to  his  knoiVledge,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  he  had  already  moved  for. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Corn  Laws.]  Colonel  Carew  presented 
a  petition  from  the  farmers  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Wexford,  irf  favour  of  the 
pr^ected  alteration  in  the  Cooi  Laws. 

sir  Frederick  Flood,  in  support  of  this 
petition,  said,  that  a  great  p^rt  of  the 
agitation  out  of  doors  had  been  excited  by 
the  speeches  of  a  right  hon.  gentlemad 
whom  he  had-^tn  his  eye  (Mr.  Rose); 
which  he  would  find,  however  mocb  be 
intended  it,  were  not  likely  to  add  to  his 
popularity — (a  lauglu)  He  had  cofisulted^ 
he  said,  others  more  knowing  than  liimseK 
on  the  subject ;  and  he  found,  that  those 
geatlemen  vvho  oppo8e4  tbe  jneaimdid 
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Qot  really  andergtond  it  •  He  coDpUiacd 
of  an  impudent  paragraph  in  soom  oi  the 
papers,  q^nying  that  Ireland  was  entitled 
to  a  preference;  but  the  interests  of  Ire-, 
land,  he  contended,  were  closely  con- 
nected with  this  country.  Irelalid  had 
produced  our  first  generals  and  soldiers, 
and  had  Contributed,  in  a  very  large  pro- 
portion, to  the  defence  and  glory  of  this 
country.  Wat  that  country,  then,  not  td 
be  encouraged,  in  preference  to  foreigners, 
particularly  as  the  two  countries  now 
formed  one  united  empire,  and  were  one 
in  strength  and  m  interests  ?  The  object  of 
this,  and  of  every  other  country,  ought  to 
be#  to  be  independent  of  foreiicners  in  the 
great  articles  of  subsistence.  We  ought  to 
promote  our  own  agriculture  and  industry ; 
and  such,  he  contended,  was  the  object  of 
the  measure.  In  proportion  as  they  en- 
couraged the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  they 
would  diminish  the  price  of  the  quartern 
Ipafc,  .        . 

T(^e  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  John  Smith  presented  a  petition 
from  the  town  of  Nottingham,  signed  by 
10,000  persons,  against  the  proposed  al- 
teration of  the  corn  laws ;  which  was  also 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  to  the 
same  effect  from  the  town  of  Coventry ; 
setting  forth  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings 
of  the  manufacturing  part  of  the  commu« 
nity  for  several  years  past ;  to  which  they 
patiently  submitted,  in  the  hope,  that  the  ^ 
return  of  peace  would  remove  all  their 
difficulties.  He  said,  that  the  petition  was 
signed  by  9,000  of  the  inhabitants,  con- 
vened at  a  public' meeting,  to  consider  the 
Bills  on  this  .subject  before  parliament. 
He  begged  to  assure  the  House,  and  par- 
ticularly those  gentlemen  who  bad  lately 
schooled  an  hon.  member  for  holding 
communication  with  his  constituents  on 
this  subject,  that  this  petition  from  Coven- 
try did  not  proceed  from  any  previous 
suggestions  of  his ;  but  was  the  direct  and 
natural  eananation  of  their  own  just  fcel- 
jngs,  to  which  be  unreservedly  subscribed, 
lest  the  price  of  bread,  the  first  necessary 
of  lifis,  should  be  increased ;  and  of  this, 
his  opinions  had  been  testified  to  the 
House,  by  the  uniform  opposition  which 
he  had  given  to  the  measure.  Mr.  Moore 
untreated  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
.the  very  reasopable,  respectful,  and  dis- 
passionate petition,  which  he  held  in  his 
band,  and  which,  however  vitally  impor- ' 
lant  tp.  the  wapts  and  relief  of  (^e  people. 


only  prayed  the  umporary  postponement 
of  legislative  interference,  until  another 
sessiou,  in  order  to  give  a  breathing  time, 
as  it  were,  for  the  benign  infiuence  of 
peace  on  the  markets ;  and,  he  said,  this 
prayer  would  be  found  the  more  reason- 
able, when  the  House  adverted  to  the  long 
and  manifold  sacrifices  which  the  people 
had  made  for  upwsrds  of  20  years,  on  the 
fair  hope  and  reasonable  expectation, 
which  the  House  itself  had  uniformly  and 
constantly  held  out  to  the  people,  that  th^ 
approach  of  peace  would  relieve  them 
from  taxes,  aud  ameliorate  their  conditiqn 
in  every  etiier  respect.  Mr.  Moore  said, 
if  the  House  now  proceeded  to  the  adop<^ 
tioa  of  these  measures,  which  had  pro- 
duced such  universal  alarm  throughout 
the  country,  he  feared  the  people  would 
feel  at  once  disappointed  of  all  their 
fair  expectation  of  relief  to  themselves 
and  their  families,  and  resign  ihem- 
selves  to  despair.  Their  burthens,  he 
said,  had  been  yery  great;  but  their  resign 
nation  and  cheerfulness,  which  the  world 
had  witnessed,  h/ld  been  most  exemplary, 
believing  all  these  burthens  to  be  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  the  honour,  the 
security,  and  the  defence  of  the  empire  j 
—but  now,  only  one  short  month,  unde^ 
the  benign  influence  of  restored  peace, 
had  elapsed  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  firs^ 
necessary  of  Jife,  and  a  proceeding  was 
instituted  again  to  raise  the  price  to  th^ 
war-ratel  Whether  this  was  correctly  so 
x>r  not,  the  people  believed  it :  and  their 
apprehensions  codld  not  fail  so  to  influt 
ence  his  feelings,  as  pointedly  todeprecate 
all  further  ineerference.— No  class  of  bif 
Majesty's  subjecU,^  Mr.  Moore  said,  had 
undergone  greater  privations  and.mad# 
greater  sacrifices  during  the  war,  than  hijs 
constituents,  believing  them  to  be  necessary 
and  unavoidable— but,  the  season  of  pro- 
mised reiref  being  arrived,  be  trusted  the 
House  would  realise  the  full  measure  of  all. 
their  assurancerftt?  thepeople«  by  that  solid 
and  substantial  diminution  of  their  pecik» 
niary  burthens,  for  which  the  public  fait|^ 
and  honour  had  been  so  longi  so  solemnly, 
and  so  unequivocally  pledged. 

The  Petition  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Butterwortb,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tb« 
tables 

iMpaitssMENT  or  Sbamen,]  Lord  A. 
HamUiOH  presented  a  Petition  frotii  the 
ship-owners  of  the  ports  of  the  Civ  a?, 
praying,  that  the  mates  of  ships  ol  50 
tons  and  upwwda  may  not  beBubjecifo 
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impressmeDt.  His  lordship  wished  to 
know  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  belong- 
ing to  the  Admiralty,  whether  \he  orders 
of  the  Admiralty  for  impressment  were 
generally  given ;  as  he  understood  there 
were  complaints  of  much  partiality  being 
exercised  with  respect  to  different  places. 

Mr.  Bermet  wished  to  know  whether  the 
jmpress  service  was  still  continued  on  the 
Thames* 

Mr.  FinUsy,  in  seconding  the  petition, 
said,  the  subject  was  deeply  interesting  to 
those  parts  of  the  country  from  which  the 
petition  bad  proceeded  ;  «nd  he  hoped 
some  measures  would  be  taken  to  prevent 
miy  further  proceedings. 

Lord  'A.  Hamilton  said,  as  no  answer  had 
been  given  to  his  enquiry,  he  should  move, 
ifier  the  recess,  for  a  copy  of  the  orders  of 
the  Admiralty.  Should  this  proceeding 
be  disagreeable,  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
would  have  themselves  to  blame  for  it. 
He  understood  that  great  partiality  was 
exercised  as  to  some  ports. 

Mr.  IV.  DundoM  said,  he  was  certainly 
justified  in  remaining  quiet  on  the  subject 
iill  he  had  ascertained  these  circumstances, 
rather  than  in  giving  any  SQfSposition  of 
bis  own  on  so  delicate  a  question.  He 
should  certainly  enquire. 

Mr.  Finlay  contended,  that  it  would  be 
a  great  object  to  have  the  practice  con- 
Terted  into  some  specific  law  which  would 
bear  equaify  on  all,  and  which  all  might 
know.  The  object  of  the  petition  was,  to 
prevent  the  masters  of  vessels  of  50  tons 
being  exposed  to  be  taken  by  captains  of 
his  Majesty's  ships,  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  practice. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  sajf],  they  were  only 
protected  while  on  board ;  and  might, 
according  to  the  practice,  be  taken  when 
on  shore. 

Mr.  Bennet  repeated  his  question  re- 
specting the  impress  service  on  the 
Thames. 

Mr.  Barham  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  no  answer  had  been  given  to  ihis 
question.  If  thii^  practice  were  persisted 
in,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  the  func< 
tions  of  the  Commons.  They  most,  he 
contended,  have  an  answer;  and  he 
hoped  that  the  gentlemen,  by  consulting 
together,  would  be  able  to  give  the  in- 
formatiun  required. 

Mr.  Horner  thought  that  the  treatment 
which  had  just  been  received  from  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite^  was  not 
such  as  the  House  was  accustomed  to. 
When  questions  ^d  been  twice  put  by 
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two  hod.  members,  and  two  persons  in 
office,  who  should  be  able  to  answer  then^ 
were  in  the  House,  it  was  not  usual  for 
questions  so  put  to  be  so  received.  It  was 
contrary,  at  least,  to  the  courtesy  of  th^ 
House,  as  faras  he  was  acquainted  with  it. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  insisted,  that  it  wma 
entirely  new,  in  the  practice  of  the  Hoase» 
to  ask  questions  not  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject of  debate.  The  question  of  the  bon. 
member  (Mr.  Bennet)  had  no  relation  to 
the  Petition  of  the  noble  lord.  He  (Mr. 
Dundas)  was  not  to  be  frightened  by 
menace  or  big  words  into  giving  an  answer; 
this  was  a  new  parliamentary  course. 

Mr.  C.  fV.  Wynn  called  to  order;  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing,  what  appeared 
to  him,  angry  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  would  repeat,  that  he 
thought  this  way  of  putting  questions,  a 
new  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding. 
He  would,  bowever<  answer,  that  the  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bennet)  was  perfectly 
misinformed. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wywn  said,  that  nothing  was 
more  parliamentary,  and  nothing  more 
convenient,  than  this  way  of  putting  qoes* 
tions ;  ^s  it  often  prevented  unnecessary 
discussions. 

Army  Extraordinabies.]  The  House 
went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  moved  that  the  sum  of 
3,350,132/.  4i.  lOd.  be  granted  for  defray- 
ing the  ordinary  expences  of  the  army. 

Mr.  Bewsct,  in  a  voice  scarcely  audible 
in  the  gallery,  made;  inquiries  as  to  the 
meanine  of  some  of  the  items  in  the  esii* 
mates  of  the  year.  He  asked,  what  wu 
the  reason  of  the  grant  proposed  to  lord 
Burghersh  of  1,000/.?  There  were  aa 
hundred  persons  who  would  have  been  glad 
of  the  mission  to  the  Austrian  army  with- 
out putting  the  country  to  any  expence. 
The  father  of  lord  Burghersh  had  been 
employed  in  several  lucrative  offices ;  and 
there  could  be  no  reason  for  giving  the 
noble  lord  an  eictraordinary  remuneration. 

Mr.  Arbuihnot  said,  that  lord  Burghersh 
had  been  pitched  on  as  a  proper  person 
for  the  mission  in  which  he  was  employed, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that 
he  had  executed  it.  A  thousand  pounds 
had  been  advanced  by  the  government  for 
his  extraordinary  expences,  for  which  be 
would  afterwards  account.  It  was  the 
usual  practice  in  such  cases ;  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  person  himself,  or  the 
situation  of  his  father,  they  had  certainly 
no  right  to  take  hito  consideratioo. 
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Mr.  Bennei  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  paymeDt  of  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  officers  employed  in  these  missions  had 
been  cnstomary  on  former  oceasions? 

Mr.  Robinson  said,  that  lord  Barghenh 
had  b^en  subjected  to  expences,  daring 
the  latter  part  of  his  mission,  not  to  be 
paralleled  on  any  former  occasion ;  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  horses  for 
Ih^  conveyance  of  his  baggage;  the 
allied  uriliy  be'mg  then  in  a  hostile  country. 

Mr.  Goulbum  stated,  to  satisfy  the  hon.' 
gentletnan  as  to  the  practice  of  goTern* 
ment  towards  officers  employed  on  special 
missions,  that  it  was  the  constant  rule  to 
indemnify  those  gentlemen  for  their  ex- 
traordinary expences;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defraying  these  charges,  a  sum  of 
money  was  usually  advanced.  Of  this 
there  was  an  example  in  the  case  of  genenCi 
Hope,  in  the  same  estimates ;  who,  having 
been  sent  on  a  special  message  to  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Sweden,  received  1,000/. 
of  which  be  was  to  account  for  that  part 
which  might  not  have  been  expended  by 
him.  The  same  was  done  with  respect  to 
all  officers  of  similar  rank  employed  in 
similar  missions. 
I  Mr.  Huskitsdn  wished  to  know  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  army  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  current  year?  As  he 
understood  it,  five  millions  had  been  al- 
ready taken  on  account 

Mr.  Arbulhnoi  said,  that  what  the  amount 
of  the  extraordinaries  of  the  year  would 
be,  it  was  not  possible  to  say.  It  was  not 
five  millions  which  had  been  already 
taken  on  account,  but  three  millions, 
to  which  the  sum  then  demanded  was  to 
be  added  ;  which  f^ould  make  the  whole 
taken  on  account  6,950,0001. 

Mr.  Tierney  wished  for  some  e^cplanation 
as  to  the  mode  of  voting  the  sum.  required. 

Mr.  Long,  in  answer,  stated,  that  it  was 
not  for  the  services  of  the  current  year,  us 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney) 
seemed  to  conceive,  that  the  present  Tote 
was  proposed ;  but  for  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  last  year.  The  nominal 
amount  of  the  extraordinaries  for  the  last 
year  was  22  millions ;  but  of  this.2|  mil- 
lions were  to  be  deducted,  which  had  been 
applied  to  the  regular  services  of  the  army. 
This  arose  from  the  circumstance,  that  all 
bills  drawn  by  the  commissary  general 
were  ranked  under  the  head  of  army  ex- 
traordinaries. 

•  Sir  John  Newport  wished  to  know  the 
purpose  of  the  grants  for  sums  paid  by 


rneral  Sbntag,  and  on  account  of  sir 
Brock.  ^       - 

Mr.  Goulbum  stated,  that  when,  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  Holland  was 
occupied  by  the  French  troops,  several 
Dutch  officers  had  taken  refuge  in  Eng- 
land ;  to  whom  an  allowance  was  made 
through  general  Sontag.  When  Holland 
becaane  me,  it  #as  signified  to  these  offi- 
cers that  the  pension  would  be  discon- 
tinued; but,  as  many  of  the  pensioners 
were  withdiut  the  means  of  returning  to 
their  own  country,  it  was  resolved  to  ad- 
vance one  yearfs  pension  to  them  for  that 
purpose  ;  which  was  the  item  alluded  to. 
As  to  sir  Isaac  Brock,  uhen  that  gallant 
officer  died,  he  bad  not  been  inv'ested  with 
the  order  of  the  Bath  which  had  been 
granted  to  him.  His  relatives,  however, 
being  desirous  that  all  possible  honours 
should  be  paid  to  him,  wished  that  the 
arms  of  the  Bath  should  be  placed  on  the 
tomb  voted  by  parliament.  The  item 
alluded  to  was  the  amount  of  fees  paid  to' 
the  officers  of  the  order. 

Sir  J.  Newport  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  government  to  the  Irish  adju- 
tants of  militia,  who  (he  knew  not  why) 
were  not  placed  on  an  equality,  in  point 
of  pay,  with  the.8ame  officers  in  the  Eng- 
lish militia.  He  hoped  that,  in  the  Ealf- 
pay  arrangement,  the  case  of  this  class  of 
officers  would  be  considered. 

Mr.  Peei  said,  the  disparity  of  the  pay 
of  these  officers  had  not  been  overlooked  ; 
and  that  there  existed  a  disposition  in  the 
government  to  put  them  on  a  footing  of 
equality. 

The  vote  was  then  carried.  * 

On  th^  motion  of  Mr.  Lushington,  the 
sums  of  five  millions  and  one  million  were 
then  voted  to  provide  for  Exchequer  Bills 
outstanding  and  unprovided  for. 

Gbants  to  Lords  Ltnedock,  Hill, 
AND  Berbspord.]  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Message  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, relative  to  the  grant  to  lord  Xyne- 
dock,  was  received  and  agreed  to,  and 
leave  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 
The  report  on  the  Message  respecting  lord 
Hill  was  brought  up.  On  the  question 
that  the  resolution  of  the  commiuee  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  C  W.  Wynn  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
have  to  make  any  observations  respecting 
the  proposed  grants  in  the  thin  state  ^in 
which  the  House  then  was.  He  was  happy 
xd  hare  prevailed  with  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters to  consent  to  render  the  annuity  per- 
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,  petoal ;  but  be  tb9Uf  ht  tbat  it  wai»  in  tbe 
case  of  lord  Hill,  still  inadequate  to  the 
fiipport  of  the  dignity  to  which  it  was 
attached.  In  th^  case  of  lord  'Lynedock, 
there  was  a  paternal  estate  of  some  amount, 
which  went  to  the  support  of  tbe  dignity* 
Lord  Hill  had  no  advantage  of  this  kind, 
and  being  one  of  13  children,  of  whom  five 
had  distinguished  themselves  in  th^  ser- 
vice of  th^ir  country,  and  one  of  whom 
bad  lately  died  leaving  seven  children, 
could  expect  no  addition  to  his  fortune 
from  his  family  estate.  The  pensioiu 
granted  to  meritorious  officers  were  much 
reduced  since  the  uniorf  with  Ireland. 
Before  that  time,  when  officers  were  made 
peers,  it  was  customary  to  vote  them 
^,000/.  a  year  from  the  English  Exchequer, 
and  half  as  much  from  the  Irish.  This 
was  the  case  in  the  instance  of  admiral 
Rodney,  who  was  at  the  time  supposed  to 
be  opulent.  Lord  Hill  had  served  the 
country  from  his  earliest  youth— in  Toulon, 
in  Egyptj  and  in  Spain ;  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Ba- 
thurst)  would  consent  to  a  postponement, 
as  he  should  not  propose  any  .alterations  in 
tbe  grant  in  the  thin  state  In  which  the 
House  then  was. 

Mr.  Bathunt  lamented  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn) 
were  not  heard  by  more  members.  He 
thought  the  apportionment  of  penaioni  to 
officers,  on  account  of  their  private  cir- 
cpiQstancei,  a  matter  of  great  delicacy. 
The  House,  however,  should  be  informed, 
ibr  Its  satisfaction,  that  the  amount  of  the 
grant  proposed  to  lord  Hill  had  been  fixed 
with  the  consent  of  his  family,  althoagh 
tb^ir  moderation  should  not  prescribe  limits 
to  the  liberality  of  the  House. 

Sir  John  NiAoU  said,  the  peerage  was 
the  reward  for  tbe  service,  and  the  annuity 
the  means  of  supporting  it.  Two  thousand 
a  year  seemed  utterly  insufl^ient.  Under 
the  peculiar  circumstances,  the  maUer  was 
wprthy  of  farther  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  fV.  Wywm  was  sure  there  was  no 
•science  this  country  would  bear  with  so 
much  pleasure,  as  the  providing  for  those 
who  had  procured  by  their  skill  and  valour 
such  great  public  benefits.  He  instanced 
the  casef  of.  lords  Rodney,  St.  Vincent, 
and  Duncan,  who  had  grants  both  on  the 
English  and  Irish  eAtablisbments* 

Mr.  Babintiton  spoke  in  favour  of  an  in- 
crease ;  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  not 
be  too  much  if  extended  to  5,000/. 

Sir  Jama  Mackmtoih  also  spoke  in  favour 
of  an  eolargect  grant*    H%  was  of  opinion^ 

t 


Iri$k  Sfirili. 


im^ 


thai  grants  given  in  ttmud  for  merit,  and 
in  support  of  dignity,  should  be  stifficieni 
to  enable  tbe  receivers  to  occupy  as  dis^ 
tinguished  a  rank  in  society,  as  those  held 
who  inherited  fortunes  from  their  an- 
cestors. 

Mr.  Wynn  then  begged  Mr.Batborst  ta 
consent  to  a  postpooemeat;  which  tbe 
latter  objected  to,  as  be  bad  no  authority 
to  give  such  consent,  and  as  an  addition  to 
the  grant  would  be  possible  in  aooihc^ 
stage  of  the  Bill. 

.  The  Sp^akar  gave  bis  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  disorderly  to  iatroduce  any  ia« 
crease  of  the  grant  in  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  without  a  new  Message,  CMmmiuee^ 
and  Report. 

Mr.  Baihurit  then  consented  to  a  post- 
pooemenL  The  consideration  of  the  R«« 
port,  as  also  the  Report  on  the  Message 
respecting  lord  Beresford,  was  fixed  fer 
Wednesday ;  to  which  day  the  House  ad« 
journed, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday^  June  I. 
New   Peers.]     This  dav  lords  Coo^ 
bermere.  Hill,  and   BeresUurd,  took  the 
oaths  and  their  seats. 

r 

^      HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Wedneidt^t  Jime  I. 

Irish  Spirits.]  Sir  O.  Gierke  pre«> 
sented  a  petition  from  certain  distillers  ia 
Scotland,  praying  for  the  continuance  of 
the  suspension  of  tbe  intercourse  of  spiritc 
betw^n  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Petition  having  been  read, 

Sir  (r.  Chrhe  moved,  that  it  be  referred 
to  tbe  committee  appointed  to  consider  tbe 
subject  of  the  intercourse  of  spirita  be« 
tween  the  two  kingdoms. 

Sir  /.  A<ti]pori  said,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  was,  to  establish  a  permanent 
infringement  of  the  Act  of  Union,  by 
which  the  importation  of  Iriab  spirits  into 
England  was  stipulated  for.  It  would  be 
a  more  manly  course,  if  the  people  of  any 
part  of  Great  Britain  warediMatisfied  witl^ 
tbe  Act  of  Union,  to  instroct  their  repre^ 
aentatives  to  move  for  its  repeal  altogether, 
than  to  petition  for  the  evasion  of  those 
parts  only  which  were  beneficial  to  Ira^ 
land.  The  petition  wished  (or  an  eets^ 
blisbment  in  Ireland  of  the  regulations  op 
distilleries  in  Great  Britain.  On  wbi^ 
ground  was  st>ch  an  .application  justified  ? 
Might  not  the  maRufactiyei»of  Miy.arti^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


W37] 


hufmsmtnt  ofSeoMCH* 


JuKC  1,  1814. 


tiosi 


in  Ireland  be  as  mach  justiBed  in  coming 
forward  to  demaod  an  assitnilatiun  lo  their 
own  practice,  of  the  same  branch  of  trade 
Which  was  carried  on  more  beifeflcially  in 
England,  it  was  true«  that  under  the  Act 
•f  Union  the  Irish  spirits  ceold  come  into 
the  English  markets  a^  a  price  inferior  to 
t,he  spirits  manafactored  in  Great  Britain; 
but  it  was  an  advantage  guaranteed  to 
them  by  the  Act  of  Union ;  all  suspensions 
of  which  be  always  had  opposed,  and  e?er 
should  oppose. 

Mr.  W.  Dundaa  supported  the  prayer  of 
the  petition. 

Mr.  W.  Fitzgerald  agreed  with  the  right 
hoo.  baronet  (sir  «f.  Newport);  and  ob* 
served,  that  the  measure  of  1 809^  which 
the  petition  supported  by  its  prayer,  bad 
been  acknowledged  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  Act  of  Union.  The  only  reason  why 
the  non-imercourse  had  been  continued, 
was,  that  by  a  full  inquiry  into  the  subject 
all  future  difficulties  might  be  obviated, 
^nd  not  from  the  conviction  that  it  was 
beneficial  as  a  permanent  measure.  The 
petition  could  not  be  supported  on  the 
strength  of  the  Act  of  Union,  when  its  first 
prayer  was  for  a  continuance  of  the  viola- 

.'  tion  of  th«it  contract. 

Mr.  Western  supported  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ;  and  said/ that  the  question  w^s, 
whether  Irish  spirits  should  come  into  this 
country  at  half  the  duty  paid  by  those 
manufactured  in  this  island  ? 

Mr.  R,  Shaw,  of  Dublin,  opposed  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

hir  6.  Cierke  said,  that  in  1786  a  mea- 
sure had  been  adopted/ with  respect  to  the 
Intercourse  of  spirits  between  Enjgland  and 
Scotland,  precisely  similar  to  that,  Cor  the 
adoption  of  which,  with  re^ct  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  petition  he  had 
presented  prayed.     By  thai  measure,  the 

"spirits  of  one  country  were  not  allowed  to 
bNe  imported  into  the  other,  unless  they 
were  manufactured  in  distilleries  subject 
to  particular  regulations.  This  measure 
bad  not  been  thought  hostile  to  the  Act  of 
Union  with  Scotland^  which,  as  to  freedom 
cf  trade,  was  the  same  as  that  with  Ireland. 
The  object  of  the  petition  was,  to  obtain  a 
continuance  of  the  suspension,  with  a  vie^pr 
to  a  full  enauiry  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  IF. M»fiiirA  thought  the  matter  of  too 
ipucb  importance  to  be  cursorily,  passed 
over;  and  he  muH  protest  against  the 
doctrine  iie  had  heard,  that  there  was  the 
slightest  desire  to  interfere  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Union ;  such  d  false  riepre- 
lenlation  tkbold  not  tM' suffered  to   go 


abroad;  at  the  same  time,  he,  for  one, 
would  be  unwilling  that  the  manufacturers 
of  this  covntry  should  be  ruined,  and  trans* 
ferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

Mr.  Shav>  hoped  gentlemen  woald  hot 
allow  their  minds  to  be  misled  by  the  idea 
that  the  Irish  manufacturers  were  enabled 
to  export  their  spirits  at  half  the  usual 
duty.  But  when  the  Irish  spirits  were 
imported,  the  English  distiller  was  by  no 
means  ruined.  He  considered  the  ques- 
tion to  be  one  in  which  the  empire  at 
large  was  interested  ;  and  be  bad  no  doubt 
it  would  be  so  fairly  considered,  chat  each 
part  of  the  empire  might  derive  proper  ado 
vantage  from  the  measures  that  would  be 
introduced. 

Hie  question  for  the  petition  to  Ke  on 
the  table  was  carried. 
I  General  Gmcqyne  presented  a  counter* 
petition  froip  the  distillers  of  Liverpool ; 
observing,  that  as  the  subject  had  just 
been  exhausted, he  should  gfl^r  no  remarks 
on  it.— This  was  also  ordered  to  li/e  on  the 
table. 

Imprbssment  op  Seamen.J  Mr.  ff. 
Dundas,  seeing  a  noble  lord  in  his  place 
who  bad  asked  some  questions  on  a  former 
evening  respecting  iippFessments,  would 
take  the  opportumty  or  saying,  ^ith  re* 
g«r(J  to  the  first  question,  that  tio  distinc* 
tion  was  made  in  the  orders  of  the  Adtni- 
ralty  as  to  the  impress  at  diff^ent  ports. 
As  to  the  mates  or  ships,  thev  were  pro- 
tected, by  the  order  of  the  Admiralty,  as 
long  as  they  were  doing  their  duty  aboard 
their  own  ships,  and  they  might  aho  pro« 
cu^e  tickets  of  leave  from  the  officer.of  the 
port  to  go  00  shore.  On  another  question 
which  lie  had  put  to  him,  parliament  alode 
could  determine.  He  denied  that  he  had 
been  actuated  by  any  spirit  of  disrespect 
to  the  House,  or  its  members ;  but  he  had 
been  warmly  assailed,  and  bad  warmly 
replied.  As  to  the  impress  on  the  Thames, 
it  was  true  that  U  continued  stilly  and  it 
was  necessary  so  long  as  hostilities  con« 
tinned  with  America ;  but  it  was  so  re- 
duced, that  whereas  it  formerly  used  to 
produce  from  70  to  100  men  per  month, 
in  the  last  month  only  five  men  were 
pressed,  three  of  whom  the  officer  bad 
been  desired  to  impress  as  riotous  persons. 
Ip  the  same  month  51  persons  had  entered 
as  volunteers. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  it  necessary  im- 
mediately to  notice  some  words  which  had 
^Uen  from  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentUmaii  (Mr. 
Dundas).    That  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
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said,  that  three  men  had  been  impressed 
as  riotous  p^ertoDS,  at  the  desire  of  some 
other  persons.  Thus  was  this  power  of 
impress,  illegal  abd  oppressive  as  it  was  in 
itself,  perverted  from  its  legitimate  object 
— thas  were  persons  delivered,  for  pur^ 
poses  unknown,  to  the  arbitrary  power  of 
the  Admiralty.  He  thought  it  would  be 
necessary  that  the  names  of  these  three 
persons  should  be  laid  before  the  House ; 
and  that  the  House  should  be  acquainted 
i^ith  those  who  had  desired  the  impress- 
ment of  these  persons,  as  well  as  with  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  Admiralty  to 
comply  with  their  request. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  the  Admiralty  was 
innocent  of  any  designation  of  particular 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  their  being 
pressed.  The  execution  of  the  impress- 
warrants  rested  with  the  officers  of  the 
ports  only.  When  the  impress  was  slack, 
the  officers  did  not  visit  the  different  ships 
with  particular  diligence;  and  then,  if 
sailors  were  idle  or  riotous,  the  master 
might  inform  the  impress  officers  that  they 
woultl  do  him  no  harm  by  taking  such  or 
such  persotis..  It  was  a  favour  to^a  master 
of  a  merchant-ship,  when  the  impress 
officers  were  obliged  to  take  some  men 
horn  his  vessel,  to  allow  him  to  choose 
those  whom  he  would  wish  to  remain* 
0  Mr.  Wfutbread  said,  the  words,  as  they 

had  fallen  from  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
were  open  to  the  remarks  which  he  had 

^  made ;  and  he  still  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  move  for  the  production  of  the 
names  of  the  three  persons  mentioned. 

Mr.  Barham  made  some  observations  on 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dundas)  on  a  former  night.     The 

.  practice  of  putting  questions  had  been  for 
a  long  period  common  in  that  House; 
and  answers  had  always  been  given,  unless 
it  could  be  stated  that  the  answer  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  state.  Without  this 
most  convenient  practice,  the  time  of  the 
House  would '  have  been  occupied  with 
maby  unnecessary  and  almost  endless  de- 
bates. 
Lord  Milton  thought  the  answer  of  the 

'  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  was 
not  satisfactory  as  to  the  impressment  of 
mates  of , vessels  ;  as,  by  law,  those  per- 
sons were  protected,  whether  on  board 
their  vessels,  or  on  shore. 

'  This  Princess  of  Wales.]  Mr.  M^fhuen 
rose,  in  consequence  of  a  correspondence 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  public,  to 
ask  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst) 
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whom  he  saw  in  his  place,  which  of  bis 
Majesty's  ministers  it  was,  who  had  ad- 
vised his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
to  take  those  .measures  which  had  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  Princess  of  Wales 
from  a(^peacing  at  her  Majesty's  drawing 
room?  ^ 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  was  aware  oT  the 
convenience  of  the  practice  which  had 
been  adopted  of  asking  and  answering 
questions  in  that  House,  by  which  means 
the  necessity  of  making  motions  was  fre- 
quently obviated ;  but  as  to  the  question 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  pot,  he 
could  only  say,  that  it  did  not  bppear  to 
him  that  the  circumstances  and  character 
of  the  transaction  warranted  him  in  giving 
it  any  answer. 

Mr.  Meihufin  then  gave  notice,  that  be 
should,  on  Friday  next,  bring  forward  a 
motion  on  the  subject.  The  purport  of 
his  motion  would  be— That  an  hoo^ble' 
Address  be  presented  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  to  enquire  who  was  the  person 
that  advised  his  Royal  Highness  to  adopt 
the  measures  which  Ivad  been  taken  to 
prevent  her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of 
Wales  from  appearing  at  her  Majesty's 
drawing-room. 

Mr.  Ponaonig  rose  to  say  a  few  words  on 
a  ^object  connected  with  that  respecting 
which  notice  of  a  motion  had  been  given. 
He  was  a  friend,  as  much  as  any  man,  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  was  not  at  all 
inclined,  for  personal  or  private  considera- 
tionsy  to  interfere  with  this  liberty ;  bot  he 
should  read,  for  the  purpose  of  contradict- 
ing it,  a  statement  which  had  recently 
been  published.  In  a  paper  called  the 
Morning  Herald,  of  Friday,  May  the  27 tb, 
th^  following  paragraph  had  appeared  :— 

"  Several  Oppoiuion  Councils  have  been 
assembled    on  the  vocU-fomented  variance 

between  her  M and  the  Princess  of 

W — ,  respecting  the  well-advised  non-ap- 
pearance of  the  latter  at  the  next  Dratomg'^ 
room  at  Buckingham  House.  The  last  of 
these  councils  was  holden  yesterday  after* 
noon ;  when  Mr.  Br— — m,  as  her  Royal 
Highness's  Advocate-General,  laid  before 
it  copies  of  the  Correspondence  which  had 
recently  passed  between  the  Illustrious 
Parties  on  this  unfortunate  subject.  A 
debate  immediately  took  place  on  tbe  ex- 
pediency of  giving  immediate  publicity 
thereto.  The  majority  contended,  that  it 
was  too  great  a  pAftrv  Card  to  be  shuffled 
^way  at  so  critical  a  moment  unpicked.  It 
was  opposed,  however,  by  the  more  tern* 
pera^  tew,  as  an  improper  appeal  io  tb# 
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pii6lUi  ofilnion  oh  a  domestic  miiuoder- 
standlog  of  lach  extreme  personal  de- 
licacy. This  rational  argument,  iiowever, 
was  soon  over-ruled  by  an  appeal  to  num- 
bek^ ;  for,  on  a  division  taking  place,  we 
understand  they  stood  thus : — 

ForpublUhmg^ 
fiarlofG— Y, 
Sari  of  L LE, 


Against  jmblishing. 

Earl  FiTZ m. 

Lord  Gr — LLE, 
Lord  M"— LT— ON, 

MV.  V — NS-^BY. 


liord  H— t — D, 
Mr.  WiAtb— D, 

"Mr.  Bit ys,  not  being  in  parlia^ 

lA'ent,  did  not  divide,  contenting  himself 
with  being  Teller,  A  Resolution  was 
then  moved,  •«  That  l^er'  M — — '»  letter 
ithouk),  at  all  erents,  be  published  forth- 
with,'' which  passed  without  a  division. 
h  remain^  therefore,  to  be  8een>  whether 
^ven  the  Advbcale-General  will  presume 
to  outrage  the  public  feeling  by  carrying 
s<f  e^rtraordinary  a  Resolution  into  effect.*' 
The  names  (Mr.  P.  said)  which  were 
here  introduced  with  dashes,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  any.  person  could  mistake.  By 
Bi*  ■  m,  who  was  styled  her  Royal 
ffighness's  Advocate-Generat  was  clearly 
meant  Mr.  Brougham.  His  (Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's)  name  was  the  last  upon  the  list. 
Of  this  paragraph  he  must  say,  that  a 
iffore  impudent  falsehood,  a  more  un- 
founded  lie,  wa^  never  attempted  to  be 
pUlmed  upon  a  British  public.  No  such 
meeting  was  ever  held— -no  such  meeting 
Was  ever  in  contemplation.  No  council 
vTas  ever  held,  or  proposed,  upon  the  sub- 
ject, by  him,  or  by  those  with  whom  be 
was  in  the  habit  of  acting  in  that  House ; 
nor  was  there  any  man  more  ignorant 
than  he  was  of  the  wjiole  proceedings  that 
took  place  upon  the  subject  to  which  the 
pai^graph  referred.  He  would  not  say 
more  now  upon  the  matter ;  notice  of  a 
motion  had  been  given ;  and  when  that  mo- 
tion way  brought  forward,  he  would  state 
What  his  sentiments  were;  but  though 
a  friend' to  the  just  liberty  of  the  press,  he 
^  could  not  avoid  complaining  of  this  licen* 
tioos  abuse  of  it 

Mr.  fVkitbread  said,  be  could  Touch,  as 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  done,  that  the 
pnblication  which  had  been  read  was  al- 
together false.  He  was  exceedingly  sbr- 
Srfsed  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
ihthurst),  the  otily  minister  of  the  rank  of 
cabinet  cdunsellor '  in  the  House,  should, 
though  he  had  spoken,  be  rirtually  silent 
on  the  subject  respecting  which  a  question 
had  been  pot.  He  (Mr.  W.)  could  only 
iofet  from  that  silence  a  diiaYoltal  df  the 
(VOL:  XXVII.) 
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transaction ;  or  that,  the  act  beings  done^ 
he  or  his  colleagues  were  ashamed  of  the 
advice  they  had  given.  If  the  House  did 
what  it  was  its  duty  to  dd,  it  would  extort 
that  answer  which  had  then  been  refused. 
As  it  was  a  matter  of  such  urgetat  impor- 
tance, he  thought  to-morrow  should  be 
preferred  as  the  day  for  the  discussion  of 
the  question  ;  not  only  because  it  was  the* 
nearest  day,  but  because  it  was  that  on 
which  the  insult  was  intended  to  be  prac- 
tised, not  only  on  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  but  on  the  King  in  his 
infirmity.  ,  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  bring  forward  his  mo-' 
tiOn  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Methuen  said,  that  he  had  fixed  his 
motion  for  Friday  on  account  of  the  Draw- 
ing-room to-morrow. 

Mr.  ff Ai<^e<i(f— That  is  the  very  resiaon 
Why  it  should  then  be  brought  forward.  ^ 

Army  ExTRAoaniNAaiSs.]  Upori  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  With 
regard  to  the  Army  Extraordinaries^ 
having  been  brought  up, 

Mr.  Freinantle  rose,  and  expressed  bis 
surprize  that  nothing  had  yet  been  ii^ti- 
mated  to  the  House,  or  the  country,  re- 
specting any  proposed  reduction  of  our 
war-expenditure  in  the  army,  or  in  any 
other  department.  It  was  hard,  he 
thought,  that,  after  the  country  had  borne 
io  many  burthens  which  that  House  had 
concurred  in  imposing,  no  prospect  was 
held  out  to  the  House  or  the  country  of 
the  diniinution  of  those  burthens,  notwith- 
standing the  various  opportunities  which 
had  for  some  time  back  occurred  of  pre- 
senting such  a  prospect.  Two  months  had 
elapsed  since  Buonaparte  was  deposed ; 
yet  no  reduction  of  our  military  expehce 
had  yet  taken  place,  nor  had  any  declara* 
tioo  been  made  by  ministers^  to  cheer  the 
people  by  the  hope  or  thit  which  they 
were  naturally  induced  to  calctilate  would 
be  the  immediate  consequence  of  that  de- 
position. Thus  the  people,  afler  all  those 
sufferings  which  they  had  borne  with  un- 
exampled patience,  were  denied  that  con- 
solation or  prospect  of  relief  which  they 
had  a  right  to  expect.  The  hon.  member 
particularly  complained  that  no  step  what- 
ever was  taken  to  reduce  the  militia,  which 
amounted  to  nearly  1 00,000  men,  of  which 
about  2,500  were  serving  abroad.  This 
ihilitia  was  confessedly  embodied  with  a 
view  to  repress  internal  insurrection,  and 
to  guard  against  foreign  attaqk,  ,  Of  the 
latter  it  eould  not  be  pretended  that  an/ 

(3X) 
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fear  existed  since  the  dettruction  of  the 
dynasty  of  Buonaparte ;  and  be  would  put 
it    to  any  gentleman  whether  the  least 
ground    of  apprehension   appeared  with 
respect  to  the  former  ?  From  the  moment 
then  of  Buonaparte's  dethronement,  the 
country  should  have  been  relieved  from 
the  expence  created  by  the  militia,  which 
expence  amounted  to  between  3  and  4 
millions    a  year.      Every   hour,  indeed, 
which  this  part  of  our  force  continued  em- 
bodied, the  country  was  subjected  to  un- 
necessary expence.    There  was  also  ano- 
ther part  of  our  force,  to  which  every  prin- 
ciple of  economy  and  national  policy  should 
direct  the  attention  of  ministers.    There 
were  between  30  and  40,000  foreign  troops 
in  our   p^y,  and    that    portion    of  them 
which  were  now  in  England  ought  to  be 
promptly  reduced.      In  the  naval  depart- 
ment, too,  some  steps  should  have  been 
taken   with  a    view    to    reduction;    for 
surely  it  could  not  b^  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  same  amount  of  force  in  com- 
mission at  present,  as  for  some  time  back. 
At  least  ministers  should,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  country,  have  declared  an  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  public  expenditure 
in  this  and  the  other  departments  to  which 
Jbe  had  referred ;  or  have  stated  their  rea- 
sons for  continuing  such  expenditure,  in 
what  might  be  fairly  deemed  a  period  of 
peace,  as  the  country  was  called  upon  to 
defray  during  war.    Some  communication 
was  certainly  due  to  parliament  and  the 
public  upon  the  subject.      There  was  ano- 
ther head  of  expence  to  which   he  also 
thought  it  necessary  to  advert.     He  was 
informed— indeed  he  had  the  information 
from  some  emigrants — that  ministers  had 
announced  iherr  intention  of  continuing  to 
all  the  emigrants  their  usual  allowance  for 
12  months  longer,  instead  of  leaving  them 
to  depend  upon  their  own  industry,  or 
upon    the    resources    of  their  respective 
countries.  The  hon.  member  recapitulated 
the  several  points  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted ;    and  observed,  that  ministers  had 
betrayed  a  want  of  alacrity,  and  a  remiss- 
ness to  execute  their  duty,  and  satisfy  the 
feelings  of  the  country.     Recurring  to  the 
militia,  he  stated  tha(  the  colonels  of  that 
cojps  were  not  yet  apprised  of  any  steps 
to  disembody  them ;   nay,  it  was  alleged 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  disembody  the 
militia  Tor  some  months.     He  hoped  this 
allcgatfon  was  incorrect;  and  he  should 
be  gratiBed  if  what  he  had  stated  served 
to    force    some    satisfactory   explanation 
from    ministers.     The    necessity    which 
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called  fo»  such  an  explanation  coald 
not  be  disputed,  especially  when  the 
amount  of  our  war-expenditure  was  taken 
into  consideration.  He  did  not  mean, 
in  so  thin  a  House,  to  enter  into  de- 
tail as  to  this  expenditure;  but  the  aggre- 
gate for  the  last  year  was  known  to  ex- 
ceed 14Oy00O,U0OL-*Of  that  expence  he 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  complain,  at 
it  had  led  to  such  important  results.  But 
then  its  amount,  combined  with  the  cir* 
comstances  of  the  country,  mutt  suggest 
to  every  considerate  man  the  necessity  of 
looking  to  every  practicable  means  of  it» 
diminution,  and  reducing  our  future  ex- 
pences.  The  expenditure  occasioned  by 
our  army  on  the  continent  was  not  lest 
than  between  12  and  13  millions  a  year; 
and  surely,  without  pressing  for -the  im- 
mediate return  of  that  army,  ministers 
were  called  upon  to  state  their  intentions,  • 
in  order  that  the  country  might  know 
when  and  how  far  it  might  calculate  upon 
enjoying  the  consequences  of  peace.  Mi- 
nisters should,  indeed,  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  diOerent  opportunities  which 
had  occurred,  both  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  on  other  occasions,  to  com- 
municate these  intentions  for  the  public 
satisfaction;  but  even  now  he  should  be 
glad  to  have  an  explanation  from  them 
upon  this  important  subject. 

Mr.  Lushmgian  observed,  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  gentleman  would  be 
rather  more  applicable  on  the  discussion 
of  the  army  estimates  than  on  the  motion 
before  the  House,  which  referred  only  to 
the  army  extraordinaries.  On  the  part  of 
ministers,  he  could  venture  to  say,  that 
from  the  moment  of  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities their  aueution  was  most  diligently 
directed  to  the  consideration  of  every 
practicable  meansof  reducing  the  expences 
incident  to  war.  But,  as  the  question  of 
our  military  expenditure  would  come  more 
fully  and  properly  before  the  House  on 
Friday,  in  discussing  the  arm}*  estimates, 
he  should  not  enter  nirther  into  the  subject  * 
a>  present. 

Mr.  //.  Addington  said,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  for  any  discussion  this  evening 
on  the  subject  of  our  military  expenditure; 
but  the  hon.  tnember  on  the  other  side, 
whose  observations  he  conceived  rather 
premature,  as  his  hon.  friend  had  re- 
marked, having  adverted  to  the  conduct  of 
the  department,  with  which  he  (Mr.  A.) 
was  officially  connected,  he  thought  it 
proper  shortly  to  explain.  With  regard 
to  the  militia,  the  fact  was,  that  the  letters 
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ordering  thai  corps  to  be  disembodied  were 
actually  in  readiness  to  be  issued  as  soon 
as  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed ; 
and  that,  according  to  uniform  practice, 
was  the  proper  period  for  "issuing  such 
orders.  It  was  also  to  be  considered,  that 
the  reduction  of  the  militia  could  not  be 
the  work  of  a  ^ay,  especially  as  there  were 
seTeral  of  the  English  militia  regiments  in 
Ireland.  But  that  ministers  were  active  in 
endeavouring  to  reduce  the  expences  of 
war,  the  country  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
be  fully  satisfied.  To  his.  knowledge,  in- 
deed, many  measures  with  a  view  to  that 
reduction  had  been  taken  as  early  as  possi- 
ble. Among  others,  orders  were  issued  to, 
prevent  the  local  militia  from  being  called 
out  as  usual  to  be  'trained  ;  and  similar 
orders,  with  a  view  to  oeconomy,  had  been 
circulated  with  respect  to  the  yeomanry. 

Sir  •/•  Yarke  observed,  that  although  one 
great  enemy  of  this  country,  Buonapart6, 
had  been  deposed,  there  was  another  gen- 
tleman whose  deposition  was  also  necessary 
to  our  interest ;  he  meant  Mr.  President 
Madison ;  and  with  a  view  to  that  depo- 
sition, a  considerable  naval  force  must  be 
kept  up,  especially  in  the  Atlantic.  But 
as  to  his  hon.  friend's  opinion  respecting 
the  reduction  of  the  navy,  he  wished  it  to 
be  considered  that  a  number  of  shipping 
were  employed  in  conveying  French  pri- 
soners to  France,  and  bringing  home  our 
own  countrymen.  So  much  for  the  occu- 
pation of  our  navy  on  the  home  station. 
Bat  from  the  Mediterranean,  for  instance, 
several  three-deckers  were  ordered  home*; 
and  he  could  "  swear,''  [a  laugh]  that  no 
practicable  exertion  would  Be  remitted  to 
reduce  the  expence  of  our  naval  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Premantle  was  not  altogether  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  given.  That 
force  which  had  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
created  to  resist  the  measures  of  Buonapari6, 
ought  to  be  done  away  when  his  system 
was  at  an  end.  Did  the  hon.  gentleman, 
when  he  stated  part  of  the  militia  to  be 
abroad,  mean  to  say>  that  because  that 
part  which  was  out .  of  the  country  could 
not  be  immediately  disbanded,  no  reduc- 
tion whatever  ought  to  take  place  for  the 
g resent,  nor  till  the  whole  weVe  brought 
ome  ?  He  contended,  a  reduction  ou,ght 
to  be  made  from  day  to  day,  from  hour  to 
hour,  and  he  would  almost  say,  man  by 
man,  as  far  as  was  practicable.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  we  had  already  a  sufficient 
number  of  ships  off  America;  and. those 


fleets  which  bad  been  in  the  Dowm,  and 
which  had  been  applicable  to  the  Basque 
Roads,  the  Scheldt^  and  various  parts  of 
the  Mediterranean,  might  immediately  be 
paid  off,  or  much  reduced.  Though  not 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  was  glad  that  he  had 
gained  for  the  country  a  declaration  that  a 
great  reduction  would  be  made  when  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  shall^  have  been 
signed. 

Mr.  Batkurst  did  not  complain  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  for  making  a  second 
speech ;  but  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
complain  when  he  took  credit  to  himself 
for  having  gained  a  declaration  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  country,  because  it  had 
been  said,  a  great  reduction  would  be 
made  both  in  the  army  and  navy  when 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed* 
Could  any  man  in  the  country  be  so  igno* 
rant  as  not  to  know  this  would  .be  neces- 
sarily the  consequefKre  of  that  peace  which 
by  this  time,  he  hoped,  was  nearly  con- 
cluded ?  It  had  been  customary  to  take 
sums  on  account  for  the  military  service  of 
the  year  ;  but  now  the  time  was  nearly 
come,  at  which  it  would  be  for  ministers  to 
state  what  the  expence  of  our  establishr 
ment'should  be  in  future.  In  the  present 
situation  of  things,  though  he  was  far  from 
imputing  any  feeling  hostile  to  a  general 
pacification,  Co  any  of  the  powers  with 
whom  we  had  to  treat,  he  could  see  nothing 
to  induce  government  to  depart  from  the 
ordinary  practice  of  making  no  material 
reductions  in  our  army  or  navy  till  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  were  signed.  Though 
proofs  of  the  most  amicable  disposition 
were  given  by  the  parties  opposed  to  us 
in  the  negociaiions,  still  they  had  great 
interests  to  attend  to  ;  and  questions  might 
arijie,  on  which  the  representative  of  this 
country  would  not  be  able  to  speak  wiih 
sufficient  weight,  if  a  reduction  of  our, 
army  or  najry  preceded  the  discussion. 
Till  the  preliminaries  were  arranged,  it 
was  impossible  for  ministers  to  say  what 
establishment  would  be  necessary  for  the 
time  to  come. 

Mr.  Luskmgion  took  occasion  to  say,  an- 
arrangement  would  be  made  with  respect 
to  emigrants  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  it 
would  be  a  hard  and  an  unfeeling  thing 
to  deprive  them  of  their  present  income 
before  they  could  be  attended  to  by  their 
own. government. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 
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BOUSE  OF  COHLBIONS. 
Friday,  Jtme  S. 
CoBH  Laws.]  Mr.  Whithreai  rose,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  a  Petition  from 
the  town  and  county  of  Bedford  against 
the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Corn  Laws. 
The  hon.  gentleman  obserTed,  he  should 
not  haTe  said  a  word  in  presenting  this 
Petition,  had  he  given  any  opinion  ou  the 
subject  heretofore.  He  did  consider  now, 
however,  from  the  inflamed  state  of  the 

Sublic  mind,  and  from  the  alarm  which 
ad  arisen,  whether  groundless  or  not, 
that  the  House  ought  to  pause  before  they 
adopted  the  Bill  under  consideration.  He 
bad  no  doubt,  that  gentlemen,  who  had 
delivered  their  sentiments,  either  in  favour 
or  against  this  measure,  were  actuated  by 
the  same  motive,  namely,  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  public  good.  It  was  singular, 
however,  'to  observe  the  feelings  with 
which  the  conduct  of  the  difler^Dt  mem- 
bers who  had  spoken  on  the  subject  were 
regarded.  A  right  hon.  gentleman  not 
then  in  the  Rouse  (Mr.  6,  Rose)  was,  for 
the  first  time  in  his  life,  placarded  in 
rarious  parts  of  the  town,  as  the  ifriend  of 
the  people ;  while  others  were  assailed 
with  anonymous  letters,  attributing  to 
them  the  most  dishonourable  intentions; 
imd  he  was  himself  told,  he  ought  to  be 
banged  for  holding  his  tongue.  For  his 
own  part  he  begged  to  state,  that  he  was 
firiendly  to  the  measure,  both  as  a  grower 
and  a  consumer,  from  a  conviction,  that 
the  interest  of  the  one  was  inseparable 
from  the  interest  of  the  other.  From  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  which  had 
been  witnessed  within  the  last  few  days, 
however,  be  considered  it  highly  expedient, 
that  the  measure  should  be  deferrea  to  ano- 
ther year,  by  which  time  the  alarm  that 
bad  been  excited  might  be  completely 
dissipated. 

fiir.  Stephen  congratulated  himself  on 
the  rare  opportunity  which  was  afforded 
bim  of  agreeing  jn  the  observations  deli- 
Tered  by  the  hon,  gentleman.  He  did 
think,  dader  existing  circumstances,  and 
from  the  great  alarm  which  at  present  pre- 
vailed in  the  public  mind,  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  precipitate  the  Bill 
before  the  House  for  prohibiting  the  impor% 
tation  of  corn.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
said,  that  some  persons  had  told  him  he 
ought  to  be  hanged  for  holding  his  tongue. 
He  was  satisfied  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  hon.  gen^eman's  conduct  which  called 
for  aoch  a  panisbment;    but,  above  all 


offences,  that  of  holding  his  tongue  waf 
the  last  of  which  he  could  be  accused. 

The  petition  was  then  brought  u|>,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Princess  of  Wales.]  The  Speaker 
said,  he  had  to  acquaint  the  House,  that 
since  the  House  had  met,  be  had  received 
a  letter  from  her  royal  highness  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  with  three  inclosure^* 
which  ho  was  desired  by  her  Royal  High* 
ness  to  communicate  to  the  House.  ,  With 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  he  wopld  read 
the  letter.  (A  cry  of  Read,  read  !)— He 
then  read  the  letter,  as  follows:— 

**  Connaught  House,  June  S,  181 4. 
**  The  Princess  of  Wales  desires  Bfr. 
Speaker  will  inform  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  his  royal  highness  the  Prioce 
Rej^ent  has 'been  advised  to  take  sucb  steps 
as  have  prevented  her  from  appearing  at 
coort,  and  to  declare  his  Royal  High- 
nesses *'  fixed  and  unalterable  determina- 
tion never  to  meet  the  Princess  of  Wales 
upon  any  occasion,  either  in  puUic  or 
private." 

"The  proceedings  of  1806  and  ISOT, 
and  last  year,  are  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  as  well  as  the  ample  and  unqua- 
lified Ttndicatjon  of  the  Princess's  ooodoctj 
to  which  those  proceedings  led. 

*'  It  is  impcMBsible  for  the  Princess  of 
Wales  to  conceal  from  herself  the  inten- 
tion of  the  advice  which  has  now  been 
given  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  the  pro- 
babilrty  that  there  are  ultimate  objecU  io 
view,  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  secvritjr 
of  the  suo^ession,  and  the  domestic  peace 
of  the  realm. 

"  Under  these  circomstaoceSy  even  if 
the  Princess's  duty  towards  herself  coa1|l 
suffer  her  to  remain  silent,  her  sense  of 
what  is  due  to  her  daughter,  and  to  th^ 
highest  interesU  of  the  country,  compek 
her  to  make  this  communication  to  the 
House  of  Coflunons. 

**  The  Princess  of  Wales  incloses  copiot 
of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed, 
and  whifh  she  rsquesu  Mr.  Speaker  will 
pommpnicate  to  the  House.'' 

"  The  right  hon.  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  &c." 

When  Mr.  SpeaVer  had  conpladed  ti|fs 
letter,  he  demanded  of  the  House,  whe^ier  * 
h«  should  hand  the  docnmenu  ifrpicb  worp 
enclosed  in  it  to  the  Clerk  of  the  papers  ?-«- 
This  interrogatory  wm  foMow^  by  loud 
criesof  "ReadlTtcid!" 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  iAclosores  deU* 
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▼ered  in  by  Mr.  Speaker^  and  which  are  as 
follow  :— 

J%e  Letter  <f  tke  Princess  of  Wales  to  the 
Prince  Regent. 

"  Sir ;— I  am  once  more  reluctantly  coqi- 
pelied  to  address  your  Royal  Highness, 
and  to  inclose  for  yo)ir  inspection.  Copies 
of  a  Note  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
reteWe  from  the  Queen,  and  of  the  An- 
swer which  J  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
return  to  her  Majesty.  It  would  be  in 
vain  for  roe  to  enquire  into  the  reasons  of 
the  alarming  declaration  made  by  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  you  hatie  taken  the 
fixed  and  unalterable  determination  never 
to  meet  me^  upon  any  occasion,  either  in 
public  or  private.  Of  these,  your  Royal 
Highness  is  pleased  to  state  yourself  to  be 
the  only  j^dge.  Yop  will  perceive  by  my 
answer  to  her  Majesty,  that  I  have  only 
been  restrained  by  motives  of  personal 
consideration  towards  her  Majesty,  from 
exercising  my  right  of  appearing  before 
her  Majesty,  at  the  public  drawing  rooms, 
to  be  held  in  the  ensuing  month. 

''  But,  Sir,  lest  it  should  be  by  possi- 
bility supposed,  that  the  words  of^yoor 
Royal  Highness  can  convey  any  insinua- 
tion from  which  I  shrink,  I  aoi^  bound  to 
demand  of  your  Royal  HiglKiess-— what 
circumstances  can  justify^  the  proceeding 
you  ha?e  thus  thought  fit  to  adopt  ? 

"  I  owe  it  to  .myself,  to  my  daughter, 
and  to  the  nation,  to  which  I  am  deeply 
indebted  fpr  the  vindication  of  my  honour^ 
to  remind  your  Royal  Highness  of  what 
you  know;  that  after  open  persecution 
and  mysterious  inquiries,  upon  undefined 
charges,  the  malice  of  my  enemies  fell 
entirely  upon  themselves;  that  I  was  re- 
stored by  the  Kipg,  with  the  advice  of  his 
ministers,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  my  rank 
in  his  court,  upon  my  complete  acquittal. 
Since  his  Mi^jesty'a  lamented  illness,  I 
have  demanded,  in  the  face  of  parliament 
and  the  country,  to  be  proved  guilty,  or 
to  be  treated  as  innocent.  I  have  been 
declared  wh^t  I  am,  ihpoc^nt— I  will  not 
aiibmit  to  be  treated  as  guilty* 

"  Sir,  ypur  Royal  Highness  may  possibly 
refuse  to  read  this  letter.  But  the  world 
must  know  that  I  have  written  it;  and 
they  will  see  my  real  motives  for  fore- 
jgoiqg,  in  this  instance,  the  rights  of  my 
rank*  Occasions,  however,  may  arise 
(one,  I  'trust,  is  far  distant)  when  I  must 
appear  ii|  public,  and  your  Royal  High- 
ness most  b^  present  also.  Can  your 
Bo^^fd  f^i^H^^  filTfi  coptempla^ed  the 


full  extent  of  your  declaration  ?  Has  your 
Royal  Highness  forgotten  the  approacnipg 
marriage  of  our  daughter,  and  the  po^- 
bility  of  our  coronation  ? 

'<  I  wave  my  rights  in  a  base  where  I 
am  not  absolutely  bound  to  ^assert  them, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  Queen,  as  far  as  I 
can,  from  the  painful  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed  by  your  Royal  Highness;  . 
not  from  any  consciousness  of  blame,  not 
from  any  doubt  of  the  existence  of  thosa 
rights,  or  of  my  own  worthiness  to  enjoy 
them. 

**  Sir,  the  time  you  have  selected  Cor 
this  proceeding  is  calculated  to  make  it 
peculiarly  galling.  Many  illustriotts 
strangers  are  already  arrived  in  £ngland; 
amongst  others^  as  I  am  informed,  the  illus- 
trious heir  of  the  House  of  Or/iog^  who 
has  announced  himself  to  me  as  my  futui^ 
soQ*in-law.  From  their  society  laip  uii* 
justly  excluded.  Others  are  ezp^atied^ 
of  rank  equal  to  your  own,  tp  rejoice  witb 
yonr  lioyal  Highness  in  the  peace  .of 
Europe.  My  daughter  will,  for  the  firsit 
time,  appear  In  the  splendour  and  pub- 
licity becoming  the  approacbiu|;  nuptials 
of  the  presumptive  heiress  of  this  empire. 
This  season  your  Royal  Highness  baa 
chosen  for  treating  me  with  fresh  and  an« 
provoked  indignity:  and  of  all  his  M«|jesty's 
subjects,  I  alone  am  prevented  by  your 
Royal  Highness  from  appearing  in  my 
place,  to  partake  of  the  general  joy,  and 
am  deprived  of  the  indulgence  in  those 
feelings  of  pride  and  afi'ection  permitted 
to  every  mother  but  me.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
Royal  Highnesses  faithful  wife,     C.  F.'' 

"  Coanaught  House,  May  26,  1814." 

I%e  Letter  qf  tke  $tueen  to  the  Princess  qf 
Wales. 

"  Windsor  Castle,  May  2Srd,  1814. 

"  The  Queen  considers  it  tio  be  her  duty 
to  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  that  she  has  received  a  commu- 
nication from  her  son  the  Prince  Regent ; 
in  which  he  states,  that,  her  Majesty^s  in- 
tention of  holding  two  drawing-rooms  in 
the  ensuing  mouth  having  been  notified 
to  the  public,  he  must  declare,  that  he 
considers  that  his  own  presence  at  her 
court  cannot  be  dispensed  with ;  and  that 
he  desires  it  may  be  distinctly  understood, 
f6r  reasons  of  which  he  alone  can  be  tha 
judge,  to  be  his  fixed  and  unalterable  de- 
termination not  to  meet  the  Princeia  of 
Wales  upoii  any  o^casioui  either  ia  pidilie  , 
or  private. 

*'  Tha  Qtie^p  is  tht^s  placed  under  the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


1051]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Corresjxmdence  between  the  Queen  [1052 


p&infal  necessity  of  intimating  to  the 
Princess  of  Wales  the  impossibility  of  her 
Majesty^s  receiving  her  Royal  Highne^at 
her  drawing-rooms.-     Charlotte,  R." 

The  Letter  qf  the  Princas  qf  Wales  to  the 
Queen, 

"  Madam  ; — I  have  received  the  letter 
which  your  Majesty  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  address  to  me,  prohibiting  my 
appearance  at  the-  public  drawing-rooms 
which  will  be  held  by  your  Majesty  in 
the  ensuing  month,  with  great  surprise 
and  regret. 

*'  I  will  not  presume  to  discuss  with  your 
Majesty  topics  which  must  be  as  painful 
to  your  Majesty  as  to  myself. 

'<  Your  Majesty  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  affectionate  regard  with  which  the 
King  was  so  kind  as  to  honour  m^,  up  to 
the  period  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition, 
-which  no  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  haa 
80  much  cause  to  lament  as  myself:  and 
that  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
bestow  upon  me  the  most  unequivocal  and 
gratifying  proof  of  bis  attachment  and  ap- 
probation, by  his  public  reception  of  me 
at  his  court,  at  a  season  of  severe  and  un- 
merited afBiction,  when  his  proltection  was 
most  necessary  to  me.  There  I  have  since 
uninterruptedly  paid  my  respects  to  your 
Majesty.  I  am  now  without  appeal  or 
protector.  But  1  cannot  so  far  forget  my 
duty  to  the  King  and  to  myself,  as  to  sur- 
render my  right  to  appear  at  any  public 
drawing-room  to  be  held  by  your 
Majesty. 

*'  That  I  may  not,  however,  add  to  the 
difficulty  and  uneasiness  of  your  Majesty's 
iituation,'  I  yield  in  the  present  instance 
to  the  will  or  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  announced  to  me  by  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  shall  not  present  myself  at  the 
'  drawing-rooms  of  the  next  month. 

*'  It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to 
-  attempt  to  inquire  of  your  Majesty  the 
reasons  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  for  this  harsh  proceeding,  of  which 
his  Royal  Highness  can  alone  be  the  judge. 
I  am  unconscious  of  offence ;  and  in  that 
reflection,  1  rouat  endeavour  to  find  con- 
solation for  all  the  mortifications  I  ex- 
perience ;  even  for  this,  the  last,  the  most 
unexpected,  and  the  most  severe ;  the  pr9* 
hibition  given  to  me  alone,  to  appear  be- 
fore your  Majesty,  to  offer  my  congratula- 
tions upon  the  happy  termination  of  those 
calamities  with  which'Europe  has  been  so 
long  afflicted,  in  the  presence  of  the  illus- 
trious personages  who  will  in  all  proba- 


bility be  assembled  at  your  Majesty's 
court,  with  whom  I  am  so  clo^ly  con- 
nected by  birth  and  marriage. 

"  I  beseech  your  Majesty  to  do  me  an 
act  of  justice,  to  which,  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, your  Majesty  is  the  only  per- 
son competent,  by  acquainting  those  illus- 
trious strangers  with  the  motives  of  per- 
sonal consideration  towards  your  Majesty 
which  alone  induces  me  to  abstain  from 
the  exercise  of  my  right  to  appear  before 
your  Majesty :  and  that  I  do  now,  as  I 
have  done  at  all  times,  defy  the  malice  of 
my  enemies  to  fix  uponipe  the  shadow  of 
any  one  imputation  which  could  render 
me  unworthy  of  their  society  or  regard. 

"  Your  Majesty  will,  I  am  sure,  not  be 
displeased  that  1  should  relieve  tnyself 
from  the  suspicion  of  disrespect  towards 
your  Majesty,  by  making  public  the  cause 
of  my  absence  from  court  at  a  time  ^heo 
the  duties  of  my  station  would  otherwise 
peculiarly  demand'  my  attendance.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Majesty's 
most  obedient  daughter-in-law  and  serrant, 

*'  C.  jP." 

"  Connaught  House,  May  24,  1814." 

The  Shteen  to  the  Frinceu  cf  Walez. 

"  Wmdsor  Castle,  May  25,  1814. 
''.The  Queen  has  received,  this  after- 
noon, the  Princess  of  Wales's  letter  of 
yesterday,  in  reply  to  the  communication 
which  she  was  desired  by  the  Prince  Re- 
gent to  make  to  her;  and  she  is  sensible 
of  the  disposition  expressed  by  her  Royal 
Highness  not  to  discuss  with  h^r,  topics 
which  must  be  painful  to  both.  The 
Queen  considers  it  incumbent  upon  her  to 
send  a  copy  of  the  Princess  of  Wales's 
letter  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  and  her  Ma- 
jesty could  have  felt  no  hesitation  in  com- 
municating to  the  illustrious  strangers  who 
may  possibly  be  present  at  her  court,  the 
circumstances  which  will  prevent  the 
Princess  of  Wales  from  appearing  there, 
if  her  Royal  Highness  had  not  rendered  a 
compliance  with  her  wish  to  this  effect 
unnecessary,  by  intimating  her  intention 
of  making  pubhc  the  cause  of  her  absence. 
"  Charlotte,  BJ* 

The  Princess  cf  Wales  to  the  Queas, 

"  .The  Princess  of  Wales  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note  from 
the  Queen,  dated  yesterdfty ;  and  begs 
permission  to  return  her  best  thanks  to  her 
Majesty,  for  her  gracious  condescension, 
Jn  the  willingness  expressed  by  her  Ma- 
jesty^ tobaye  communicated  to  the  ilHis- 
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trioQf  strangers^  who  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  present  at  her  Majesty's  court, 
the  reasons  which  hafe^indaced  her  Royal 
Highness  not  to  bepresent.  Such  conimo- 
nicatioo,  as  it  appears  to  her  Royal  High- 
sess,  cannot  be  the  less  necessary  on  ac- 
count of  any  publicity  which  \X  may  be  in 
the  power  of  her  Royal  Highness  to  give 
to  her  motives ;  and  the  Princess  of  Wales 
therefore  entreats  the  active  good  offices 
of  her  Majesty,  upon  an  occasion  wherein 
the  Princess  of  Wales  feels  it  so  essential 
to  her  that  sfie  should  not  be  misunderstood. 

"  C.  P.*' 
"  Connaught  Place,  May  26ih,  181 4. 

The  Queen  to  the  Prmcess  of  Walet. 

"  Windsor  Castle,  May  27,  1814. 
**  The  Queen  cannot  omit  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  Princess  of  Wales's 
note  of  yesterday,  although  it  does  no^ 
appear  to  her  Majesty  to  re<)uire  any  other 
reply  than  that  already  conveyed  to  her 
Royal  Highnesses  preceding  letter. 

«*  Charlottb,  RJ* 

The  Correspondence  having  been  thus 
gone  through;  Mr.  Methuen  and  Mr. 
Bat  hurst  rose  at  the  same  moment.  The 
House  was  for  aconsiderable  time  shaken  by 
alternate  shoots  of  "  Bathurst,''  and  *•  Me- 
thuen''  interrupted  with  cries  of  **  Chair  ! 
chair !" 

Mr.  Bathurst  at  length  obtained  a  hear- 
ing. He  stated,  that  he  rose  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  moving,  pro  forma,  as  a 
matter  of  convenience,  certain  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  Wbitbread  said,  that  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman having  given  notice  of  a  motion, 
and  that  motion  having  been  pointed  to 
by  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by 
the  Speaker,  he  was  undoubtedly  in  pos- 
session of  the  chair;  and,  therefore,  he 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  felt  it  his  duty  to  call 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  order  when 
he  rose  to  address  the  House. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Methuen)  was  certainly  in  pos- 
session of  the  House— but,  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  {Mr.  Bathurst)  rose,  ht 
supposed  it  was  his  intention  to  speak  to 
order,  which  had  precedence  of  every 
other  question.  It  had,  however,  turned 
out,  that  he  was  only  going  to  arrange 
jome  matters  of  convenience.  It  rested 
entirely  with  the  House,  whether  they 
would  permit  him  to  proceed. 

Loud  cries  of  "  Methuen"  followed  tjjis 
esrposition. 


Mr.  Balhwritf  across  the  table,  said,  he 
did  not  mean,  as  it  appeared  contrary  tot 
the  sense  of  the  House,  to  state  the  arrange* 
ment  of  business  which  he  was^  about  to 
propose. 

Mr.  Mcthmen  then  proceeded  to  intro- 
duce his  motion;  but  scarcely  had  he 
uttered  the  words — *'  I  rise,"  when 

The  hon.  Mr.  Lygoa  moved  the  Stand* 
ing  Order  that  strangers  should  with- 
draw. 

This  motion  admits  of  no  discussion. 
Strangers  were  of  course  obliged  to  with- 
draw ;  but  the  following  is  a- pretty  accu- 
rate sketch  of  what  took  pla'ce : 

Mr.  Methuen.  I  rise,  in  cooseqoeace  of  . 
a  notice  given  on  a  former  night,  to, call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  letters  we 
have  just  heard  from  the  chair ;  a  subject^ 
the  importance  of  which  must  be  generally 
acknowledged,  however  liable  I  may  be 
to  the  imputation  of  presumption  in  bring- 
ing it  forward,  unequal  as  I  feel  myself  to 
so  delicate  and  arduous  a  task.  Withont 
detaining  the  House  by  any  unnecessary 
preamble,  trusting  to  the  case  itself  to 
make  amends  for  the  want  of  abilities 
under  which  I  am  conscious  of  labouring^ 
and  hoping  that,  without  any  long  protesta- 
tions of  my  motives,  credit  may  be  given 
me  for  the  purity  of  them  ;  desirous  and 
endeavouring  not  to  say  any  thing  offen- 
sive to  any  one  person  whatever ;  at  the 
same  time  feeling  it  my  undoubted  right,  ma 
a  member  of  this  House,  to  state  any  fi^ct,or 
give  any  opinion,  necessary  to  do  justice 
to  my  subject ;  I  shall  proceed  to  read  in 
the  nrst  place,  such  parts  of  her  Royal 
Highness's  letter  as  are  most  important ; 
and  in  the  second,  to  make  my  own  com- 
ments upon  them.  [Here  the  letter  was 
read,  and  next  an  extract  from  the  Minutes 
of  Council.} 

Upon  this.  Sir,  the  King  declared  hit 
conviction  of  her  Royal  Highness's  inno«^ 
cence ;  and  to  this  point  .in  particular  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House; 
for  after  such  an  opinion  given  from  such 
a  quarter,  out  of  common  respect  for  his 
Majesty,  she  had  a  right  to  expect  a  very 
different  treatment,  and  indeed  a  cordial 
reception  at  court.  Her-  royal  father,  the 
duke  of  Brunswick,  falling,  as  rt  must  be 
remembered  and  lamented  that  he  did 
fall,  at  the  battle  of  Jena,  a  short  time  be- 
fore his  death  of  glory  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
daughter,  assuring  her  of  his  thorough  con- 
viction of  her  innocence;  and  another  to 
his  Majesty^  recommending  her  to    his 
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pi^taeVien,  mkI  begging  hiol  to  be  the  de- 
lllii(JNH»of  her  injured  honour.  And,  Sir^  if 
tfaii  iHbstrioas  hero  hwA  still  in  death  the 
power  to  know  the  destmnn  of  a  child  hb 
80  dearly  lovfed  in  life,  must  his  indignant 
spirit'  witness  her  the  victim  of  sorrow, 
d^raded,  insulted,  negliscted,  and  de- 
serted, without  the  splendoiir,  without  the 
reipect,  wKhout  even  the*  degree  of  atten- 
tro»dNie  to  her  rank  and  situation ;  witb* 
-cot  one  tender  solace  of  domestic  happi- 
iKBSS  as  a  wife,  or  as  a  mothet*,  to  cheer  the 
duil*  gloom  of  her  retirement  ?  without  the 
posfi4}iHty  of  rindicatlng  her  character, 
which  has  been  so  wantonly  and  myste^ 
riously  auacked  ? 

What,  Sir,  shall  the  boasted  liberty  of 
this  country  be  henceforth  considered 
bot  as  an  empty  name!  Shall  that  soil, 
which* has  been  hitherto  said  to  confbr,  in- 
stantaneously, freedom  on  the  most  abject 
stave  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  tread  it 
•^must  this  saored  soil  Idse  its  long-ac- 
bnowledged  charm,  and  sink  to  the  lowest 
level  in  the  scale  of  nations  I  Shall  this 
House,  distinguished  as  it  has  been  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  in  the  cause  of  the  poor 
AfricaoD;  deny  the  smallest  portion  of  the 
sme  Cbristianlike  balm,  to  heal  the 
wounds  of  a  Priucest!  Or  is  It  for  the 
slave  alone  that  the  manly  heart  can  feel, 
of  the  eloquent  tongue  can  plead  ?  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  House,  if  the  very  circum- 
stAnoes  of  ihe  Princess  Charlotte  being  at' 
all  permitted  to  see  her  mother,  is  not  a 
strong  proof  of  her  innocence ;  as  her 
vi8itsx>ught  to  be  altogether  prohibited,  if 
her  mother  were  an  unfit  person  for  her 
society  ?  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  does  not  con- 
sider her  as  innocent,  when  he  writes  to 
her,  as  a  proper  compliment  to  his  future 
mother-in-law,  to  inform  her  of  his  ap- 
proaching nuptials  with  her  daughter. 
She  has  received  also  letters  of  congratu- 
lation from  the  Prince  and  Princess 
Dowager  of  Orange.  I  should  not  be  at 
all.  astonished  to  bear  the  publication  of 
these  letters  objected  to.  Bqt,  Sir,  I  can- 
not see  any  other  course  she  had  left  to 
take.  She  had  already  written  to  you. 
Sir,  who  so  ably  and  so  honourably  fill  that 
chair  which  1  -am  now  addressing.  She 
next  wrote  to  the  Chancellor,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Regent  himself.  I  need  not 
inform  the  House  with  what  efiect.  She 
had  therefore  no  resource,  but  an  appeal 
to  the  hearts  and  understandings  of  her  fa- 
tore  subjects.  But,  Sir,  if  a  precedent  were 
wanting  to  vindicate  her  conduct  on  this 


oecasion«  it  would  be  easy  to  find  oMle,  and' 
that  of  the  highest  authority.  It  mo^  be 
fresh  in  the  nciemibry  of  the  House,  that  in 
the  year  I8(H>  his  royal  highness  the' 
Prince  of  Wales;  with  a  spirit  welKworthy 
the  heir-apparent  of  the  British  throne, 
d(^siroo8  of  being  foremost  in  command  in 
case  of  invasion,  then  threatened  by  thair 
restless  and  merciless  scourge  of  manltfnd 
whose  sun  of  glory  is  now  set,  and  whose 
dreams  of  mad  ambition  are  now  hap- 
pily at  an  end,  applied  to  his  Majesty  for 
a  command.  His  Majesty  refused  the  re- 
,  quest ;  tjie  Prince  felt  his  character  eon- 
cerded,  and  appealed  to  the  tribunarof 
the  public,  publishing  his  letters  to  his 
'.  Majesty  and  the  duke  of  York-  The  An- 
nual Itegister  of  that  year  Will  assist  any 
gentleman's  memory  which  may  be  de- 
fective on  this  subject.l  Among  many 
.  strange  and  undefined  charges,  for  want  of 
proving  criminality,  I  have  heard  the 
charge  of  bad  taste  most  commonly  or^ed 
against  her:  But;  Sir,  though  I  consider 
bad  taste  asf  by  no  means  a  desirable  in- 
gredient in  the  composition  of  a  princeas, 
yet  when  We  reflect  upon  the  TSrioas 
perils  with  which  her  paths  through  lift 
'  have  been  beset,  when'  we  reffect  opoli 
her  education  abroad,  and  he^r  situation  at 
home,  ought  no  allowances  to  be  made 
fl)r  a  princess  who  has  pot  had  the  hap- 
piness to  have  the  taste,  or  at  once  to  un- 
derstand the  feelings  or  manners  oP  this 
country?  But,  Sir,  I  agree  with  her  Royai 
Highness;  that  the  time  chosen  to  pro- 
jcribe  her  is  pec^iliarly  gallingi  and  I 
feel  the  full  force  of  that  par^  of  her  lettef 
which  applies  to  the  approach  of  her 
daughter's  nuptials  and  the  event  of  heir 
own  coronation.  Atid  I  should  like  to  asfc 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  if  she  is  to  be 
excluded  from  either  of  these  ceremonies? 
I  hope  when  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  marriage  are  granted  by  parliament, 
they  will  be  granted  conduionally,  that 
,  the  marriage  shall  be  a  public  one;  and 
that  the  Princess  of  Wales  shall  appeikr  at 
it' with  the  consequence  and  splendoor  dae 
to  her  situation. 

I  could  have  wished^  Sir,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  peace  of  Europe  is  settling,  that 
of  England  might  hare  been  confirmed; 
and  that  iio  unhallowed  difference  might 
have  intruded  itself  on  the  presence  of 
imperial  and  royal  visitors,  to  quench  the* 
flame  of  enihosis^m,  and  check  the  fnll 
tide  of  gratitude  flowing  towards  thoee  to 
whom>  under  Providence,  we  are  so  aig- 
oally  indebted.    Under^all  circumstMCtt^ 
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lier  Royal  Highness^  to  use  her  own  words, 
M  entitled  to  ^e  proved  guilty,  or  treated 
as  inqpcent.  She  has  a  right  to  claim 
this*  which  is  the  common  birth-right  of 
the  English ;  she  has  a  right  to  claim  it 
as  ar subject,  as  a  fellow- creature,  as  the  wife 
of  the  Prmce  Re^eot,  and  as  tl^e  mother 
of  our  future  Queen.— I  shall  now  beg 
leave  to  thank  the  House  for  its  indul- 
gence, hoping  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
though  he  refused  to  answer  my  question 
on  a  former  occasion,  will  make  some  at* 
tcuppt  to  justify  the  case  of  which  I  com* 
plain ;  and  I  call  upon  him,  or  any  other 

fentleman,  in  or  out  of  this  House,  if  they 
now  any  thing  against -her  Royal  High- 
ness, to  come  forward  and  declare  it. 
She  is  willing,  if  proved  guilty,  to  be  con- 
sidered so ;  but  if  not,  she  has  a  right  to 
be  treated  as  innocent.  I  now  beg  leave 
to  move, 

•*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  pray  his  Royal  Highness  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  acquaint  this 
House,  by  whose  advice  his  Royal  High- 
'  Bess  was  induced  to  form  the  "  fixed  and 
unalterable  determination  never  to  meet 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess  of  Wales 
upon  any  occasion,  either  in  private  or 

Enblic,''  as  communicated  by  his  Royal 
iighness  to  her  Majesty ;  together  with 
the  reasons  submitted  to  bis  Royal  High- 
ness, upon  which  such  advice  was  founded.^' 
'    Mr.  Martin  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Baihurst  gave  the  hon.  gentleman 
full  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  motives;  but 
denied  that  it  was  within  the  province  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  interfere  in  this 
ease.  He  observed,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man bad  principally  commented  on  the 
Letter  of  her  royal  highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  for  which  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters were  certainly  not  responsible.  The 
notice,  however,  which  he  had  originally 

Siven,  was,  that  be  would  move  an  ad- 
ress  "  to  kqow  who  had  given  the  advice 
by  which  her  Royal  Highness  had  been 
excluded  from  the  Queen's  drawing- 
room.''  The  hon.  gentleman  had,  how- 
ever, now  moved  for  an  address  of  a  very 
different  nature,  and  wanted  to  be  inform- 
ed *'  by  whose  advice  his  Royal  Highness 
had  been  induced  to  form  the  unalterable 
determination  of  never  meeting  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  either  in  public  or 
private."  This  was,  indeed,  a  question  of 
a  very  different  nature,  and  a  proposition 
which  he  thought  it  was  impossible  for  the 
House  to  entertain.    He  must  obserye. 

(V0L.xxvn.) 


that  there  was  no  prohibition  against  the 
Princess  of  Wales  attending  her  Majesty's 
drawing-room.  The  Prince  had  only  sig- 
nified his  determination  of  not  meeting 
her  there ;  and  if  she  had  persisted  in  what 
she  was  pleased  to  term  her  right  of  at- 
tending, it  would  have  then  .been  a  serious 
consideration  for  the  Prince  Regent,  whe- 
ther he  would  go  himself  or  not.  Any 
discussion  on  this  subject  would  come  with 
more  propriety  when  the  future  establish- 
ment of  the  Princess  Charlotte  should  be 
moved  for,  in  case  of  her  marriage,  and 
that  her  mother  was  not  present  at  that 
ceremony!,  Another  hon.  membeir  had 
intimated  his  intention  of  discussing  the, 
subject,  should  .  that  occasion  take  place. 
It  was  not  an  unDsual  thing  for  members 
of  the  royal  family  to  be  exclckded  firom 
the  court  of  the  sovereign.  It  was  a  thing 
which  had  firequently  happened,  without 
any  imputation  against  the  character  of 
those  branches  of  the  royal  family  who 
were  so  excluded,  or  without  any  enqu'u'y 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  exclusion.  This 
had  happened  at  different  times  during 
the  reigns  of  George  the  first  and  Creorge  ' 
the  second,  when  dissensions  between  the 
reiening  monarch  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
had  been  carried  to  a  greater  height  than 
any  dissensions  which  had  since  occurred 
among  the  members  of  the  royal  family. 
The  object  of  the  hon.  ftentleman  appear- 
ed to  be,  to  restore  the  Princess  of  Wales 
to  the  Queen's  drawing* rooms  ;  but  could 
the  House  call  upon  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  to  change  that  sentiment 
which  had  obtained  such  full  possession  of 
his  mind,  as  to  lead  him  to  wish  for  her 
exclusion  ?  With  regard  to  future  consi- 
derations, which  had  been  alluded  to,  tbey 
were  not  now  before  the  House.  The 
only  thing  which  they  had  under  their 
consideration  was,  the  restriction  of  the 
Princess  from  attending  the  Queen's  draw- 
ing-rooms during  the  present  month.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  this  restriction  ne- 
cessarily imputed  any  animosity  to  her 
Royal  Highness.  Those  unhappy  dis- 
agreements between  the  Prince  Regent 
and  the  Princess  of  Wales  might  have 
originated  in  difiference  of  taste,  and  in 
many  causes  wholly  unconnected  with 
guilt  or  inno<ience.  He  had  omitted  to 
state,  that  two  royal  duchesses  (the 
duchesses  of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester) 
had  been  excluded  from  the  dfawing- 
rooms  of  the  Queen,  because  their  mar- 
riages were  disapproved  of;  and  yet  par- 
liament bad  never  thought  it  proper  to  in* 
(3  Y) 
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Urfere  on  the  occasioiu  With  fftgard  to 
ibe- minute  of  council,  on  which  to  much 
ttceMbad  been  laid,  it  muftt  be  recollected, 
tbat  it  made  a  diatioction  between  crimi- 
aality  and  other'minor  chargea.  The  ac- 
quittal was,  therefore,  not  altogether  ao 
complete  as  the  hon*  gentleman  had 
maintained.  He  could  not  avoid  expreaa* 
ing  hit  opinion,  that  the  more  appeals  were 
made  to  the  public,  and  the  more  this  un* 
happy  subject  should  be*  agitated,  the 
more  irritation  would  be  produced  by  it, 
and  the  more  injury  would  be  done  to  the 
peace  of  the  royal  family.  The  House 
were  now  called  upon  to  interfere  merely 
ab(mt  the  etiquette  of  a  drawing*room. 
This  was  what  he  thought  they  ought  not 
lo  be  called  upon  to  do  ;  and  therefore  he 
ihould  give  hia  negatiye  to  the  addresi 
proposed. 

Mr.  WhUhread.—l\it  speech  of  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  in  defence  of  the  advice 
be  has  given,  has  been  like  the  advice  it- 
self—special,  minute,  wavering— 'assuming 
a  right— a  right  to  exclude,  and  acting  as 
if  he  were  conscious  the  party  advised  had 
w>  such  right.  Sir,  I  maintain  that  a 
great  indignity,  a  harsh  disgrace,  a  cruel 
and  unmerited  puhishment,  has  been  in- 
flicted on  an  innoi^ent  person,  on  a  subject 
of  the  crown— 'Who  was  by  that  crown 
protected  as  long  as  il  had  moral  and 
mental  life  and  enersy  to  protect  hers. 
At  one  time  the  right  hon,  gentleman 
ahmnk  from  the  contest-^he  divested  him* 
sfdf  of  all  responsibility— he  was  ashamed 
of  hb  own  act  and  deed — of  the  advice 
that  he  had  given.  The  sovereign  and 
crown  was  left  by  him  to  trampte  upon 
any  subject— to  gratify  its  own  unadvised 
and  unconfironted  vindictive  resentments. 
Yet  at  the  end  of  his  speech  he  lets  as 
know  that  the  sovereign  power  did  not  act 
for  tuelf.  That  there  were  advisera^-that 
he  could  name  them,  could  give  them  up 
if  the  House  should  call  upon  him  so  te 
do.  Let  them  come  forth !  He  has  treated 
this  as  being  only  an  exclusion  from  an 
assembly— from  a  iiftte ;  but  a  positive  ex- 
clusion, the  advisers  dared  not  warrant— 
that  wsift  a  proceeding  too  manly.  It  was 
an  aSront  to  be  operated  through  the 
Queen  consort  of  that  monarch  who,  when 
the  King  had  the  use  of  his  faculties,  had 
commanded  her  to  receive  the  Princess  of 
Wales  at  her  court,  as  ibe  symbol  of  fier 
entire  innocence*— of  her.  complete   ac- 

Saittal.    This  reception  continued  till  the 
king's  indisposition ;  and  then  the  Regent 
was  advised  to  employ  the  Queen,  his 


mother,  to  banish  the  Princess  of  Walea 
from  court.  Could  this  advice  have  been 
risked  had  the  King  menully  existed  ?— - 
Ob,  no  !  He  should  have  thought  that  the 
right  hoQ*  gentleman  and, bis  eolleaguca 
would  have  been,  eager  ia  their  advice  la 
conciliate. and  to  calm ;  to  proclaim  the 
innocence  they  had  ao  oiiea  declared- 
hut  the  reverse  is  the  case.  The  rt^ 
hon.  gentleman,  as  be  knows  the  Kmg 
cannot  contradict  him,  ha9  ventured  to 
throw  out  an  iasinuatioo,  as  if  the  aasertioa 
made  of  the  complete  approbation,  the 
afiectionate  attachment  or  the  King,  waa 
not  well  grounded.  The  King  caanofc 
speak— and  he  quotes  the  King,  to  w^uad 
through  his  side  the  Princess  of  Wales. 
This  is  of  a  piece  with  tlie  whole  of  their 
proceedings.  I  will  not  repeat  what  a 
nobk  lord,  who,  be  it  remembered,  ia  not 
a  party  to  this  advice,  said  on  a  former  de* 
bate  on  |his  subject*— nor  the  testimony 
given  by  all,  of  the  Princess's  entire  ina^ 
oence;  I  maintain  that  th^  King  thought 
her  so,  an^  the  Princess  is  so  convinced. 
He  proved  that  he  thought  so  by  biakind* 
ness  and  cordial  reception.  When  tlM 
King  was  well,  no  man,  would  have  dared 
to  deny  it.  The  right  hoo«  gentleman 
durst  not  b^ve  dpne  it ;  but  if  be  queatiMia 
the  right  of  the  Princess  of  Walea  to  appear 
where  the  King  placed  her ;  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  she  will,  notwithstanding  the 
moderation  she  has  evinced,  accept  tb* 
advice  to  appear  at  court,  and  then  let  us 
see  who  will  advise  that  admittance  be  re* 
fused  to  her.  As  to  stirring  the  questioo— > 
I  ask  who  has  stirred  it  f— Is  it  the  penoo 
who  vindicates  her  own  inaoceace  from 
unjust  and  foul  aspersions;  who  followa 
the  example  aet  her  by  tbo  PHnce  Regent 
himself  m  publishing  to  the  world  wbal 
afiectad  her  hcnour  and  character ;  or  ia 
it  those  who  directed  this  cruel  outrage, 
tbia  unprovoked  indignity,  thai  haa  occa- 
sioned thia  affront  ?  Has  shh  complained 
that  her  near  relations  have  been  prevented 
from  visitinff  her— that  it  has  been  inti- 
mated^ to  an,  that  to  visit  ber  was  to  ex* 
elude  themselves  from  the  court?— To  att 
the  injuriea  she  has  borne,  she  baa  sub- 
mitted jn  silence.  Where  does  the  burdaa 
rest  of  agitating  the  question  ?— Upon  those 
who  have  phoned  and  advised  this  feel 
indignity  and  injustice.         ^ 

The  flight  hon.  gentleman  has  quoted 
precedent ffom. history;  butastothecasea 
of  George  1,  and  2,  in  both  thes«  the 
charges  were  specifier  Lord  Hardwicke 
has  U&an  aiocountof  the  latter  caie,  mtA 
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«ko  whst  thi  adviiers  of  the  erowD  Jfchen 
•  did,  tod  what  was  the  opioion  of  fach. 
Heteid  hitoa^lf»  while  Ikd  vising  coilciliMory 
nl^ilsdresi  all  this  mar  be  brought  before 
parliament  9  hot  now  the  ministers  will  t^ll 
nothing.    Lord  tiardwicke  says,    pirlia- 
■l^nt  may  call  for  these  pzp&n ;  but  the 
right  hon.    gentleman    says,    pikrliametit 
•ml  net  hear  one  word*— yon  shall  benr 
nothing  frOm  as.    George  the  Second  di< 
reeted  the  publication  of  all  the  papers 
that  had  passed  betweeh  his  son  and  him- 
a^lf,  and  eirculated  them  among  theforei^n 
titintsters,  that  all  the  world  might  know 
the  gronbds  on  which  he  had  acted.    So 
diflftlreiit  from  the  anmauly  ministers  of  the 
Ipreient  day^  who  detbe  scheoles  to  attack 
m  woman  a  thousand  ways»  ilnd  cpntrive 
ten   tboosand    bbstacles  to  be^  defence. 
Bat  the  right  hon.  gentlenHan  talks  ef  this 
ta  being  orily  an  excltiston  from  ai  common 
•sfembly*    ii  it  tben.notbmg  that   hefr 
nephews-— thai  her  fbtnre  son-ih*faw,  the 
i  nrine^'of  Orange^  who  has  so  anAounced 
Iridi^lf  to  hei^-- 4fer  near  relation,  the  king 
of  Pmssfa — the  Emperor  of  Ratsia — ^the 
Immortal  Blodier,  me  compahion  of  her 
father  in  artM— is  it  notbitig,  that  they 
•hoold  remark  the  absence  of  the  Princess 
of  Wates,  add  be  toild  it  is  fttreasont  untie- 
fifNfd,  and  of  which  the  Regent  alone  eon- 
ttnoes  the  judge  ?   Sir,  under  the  ctrctim- 
Stances  of  her  situation,  such  infliction  is 
worse  than  lote  of  Irfe^— it  is  loss  of  reputa* 
tion ;  bIMing  to  her  character,  fatal  to  her 
fmae.    I  aek,  would  the  King  hare  eon- 
sevled  that  the  marria^  of  the  Princess 
CtiarloUe  of  Watessh6uTd  ha^re  taken  place 
in  friraitoJ^— have  beeiri^  smuggled    in    a 
eomev?    that  event  which  is  io  bring  a 
flvoOTand  blessings  upon  this  country,  i6 
be  celebrated  in  a  coi^ner }   Shsrll  we  c6i^ 
sent  then  that  it  should  be*  so  performed  ? 
No,  the  parliampent  will,  and  aH  the  nation 
will,  demand  that  thi«  marriage' shall  be 
pobKo,  and  that  the  Princess  of  Wales 
ihaH  bo  there*— in  the  itate  becoming,  her 
rank  and  station,    Kow,  as  to  an  event 
Which  sooner  or    later  must  happen— I 
mean  the  demise  of  the  crown— is  the 
Prhicels  of  Wales  to  be  crowned  ?    Sfte 
must  be  crowned.    Who  doubts  it  ?   One 
Mean  H  whispered  abroad,  a  coronation  is 
not  necessary.    I  believe  it  i«.    Will  the 
fight  hon.  gentlemah  say  it  iv  not?    He 
mw  not  say  so ;  crowned  she  must  b^, 
nnlesi  there  be^  some  dark  base  plot  at 
Work,  aomfe  blnck  act  yet  todo ;  unless  the 
pafliMMM  consent  hereafter  to  be  made  a 
fttrfy  t4  sonM  wefarious  trawadtenw    If  it 
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is  their  intention,  to  tr^ahe  question  6f 
divorce,  let  them  speajt  out.    These  pro- 
ceedings materially  affect  the  succession 
of  the  crown.    Where  is  the  limit  to  the 
inqoiHe^  afber  fbrm^r  transactions— these 
searches  after  trial^  and    acquittal  ?    Yt t 
after  all  the  search  what  have  they  found:? 
Nothing,  bdt  an  irresistible  refutation  of  all 
accusation.    Where  are  these  aceusatiotls 
to  Stop?    They  diay  impeach  the  legiti* 
Bbacy  of  the  heiress  of  the  crown,  now  tt> 
be  married  tb  the  prince  of  Orange.     Now 
it  is  time  for  this  House  to  iriterfere.     Let 
better  counsel  be  given  to  the  Regept,  and 
nfodo  what  has  passed— people    do   tbb 
etery  day  ;  it  is  the  tribute  paid  by  fiery  ^ 
passions  to  conviction  and  relto^niog  reason. 
Sir  E:  Walpole  prided  himself  id  the  r»» 
conciliation  be  effetted  between  Qeorgo 
the  first  and  the  then  Prince  of  Wales ;  tt 
was  a^onciHatrng  tohtiifter  who  did  this; 
happy  would  it  be  if  our  ministers  would 
follow  his  exa topic.      One   wouki  have 
tbottghl)  that  if  ever  there  was  a  period 
when  tt  vras  an  object  to  represent  th^ 
royal  family  as  dnitedi  this  was  that  very 
period.    The  people  oraintilin  that  family  * 
not  only  for  state  ifnd  show,  but  for  their   . 
examrples  of  moral  and  domestic  Tirtues  $ 
what  the  King  so  uniformly  shewed,  and 
what  have  ehdeared  him   to  his  people 
more  than  any  other  circumstanice  of  hia 
reign.     Let  it  not  then  be  said,  that  the 
emperor  of  Russia  finds  one  person  whom 
the  law  does  not  protect,  who  is .  exposed 
to  ouffsge  and  insult ;  and  that  person,  the 
wife  of  iht  Prince  Regent :— ^tbaf  for  on^ 
subji&ct  of  the  crown  &ere  is  no  redress* 
Now,  Sn*!  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  hai 
not  a  doubt  of  the  Princess  of  Wales  having 
a  right  to  appear  at  court,  the  use  of  which 
she  has  consented  at  present  to  wave,  I 
har^  only  to  add,  tlifat  rf  she  finds  not  pro* 
tection  in  this  House,  the  last  refuge  of  the 
destitute  and  oppi^ened,  H  »  to  be  hoped 
she  will  be  advised  to  assert  her  rrght^  and, 
however  reluttamly,  to  dare  the  adVisefs 
of  the  Regeht  directly  to  execute  their  in* 
tentiona. 

Mr.  Smari  Wortky  said,  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  motioh*,  as  he  couhl  not  think 
it  in  parliamentary  form  ;  hti  having  as* 
signed  that  reason,  he  thought  a  great 
deal  in  the  way  of  sacrifice  upon  this  sub<< 
jett  wis  due  to  the  public  mind.  Like 
ani  hon,  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Whit* 
bread),  be  nev^r  expected  to  have  the  sob^ 
ject  brought  fohvard  again ;  but  he  could 
not  help" saying,  that  be  thought  the  pre^ 
sent  proceedings  against  the  Princess  of 
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Wales  were  croel  \n  the  extreme,  and  he 
could  Qot  acquit  the  parties  who  had 
adopted  this  new  proceeding  against  her 
of  cruelty.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
hear  no  more  of  it ;  he  lamented  the  re- 
vival of  it  as  a  great  misfortune  at  this 
time,  in  particular,  when  such  illustrioas 
relatives  and  strangers  were  about  to  visit 
that  court,  from  which  she  was  so  stu- 
diously, excluded ;  and  it  appeared  to 
him  most  strange,  that  while  the  whole 
world  were  rejoicing  on  the  return  of 
peace,  and  the  subsiding  of  all  animosities 
among  nations  of  every  description,  this 
illustrious  individual  should  be  the  only 
exception  in  the  general  joy,  and  the  only 
person  excluded  from  enjoying  it.  He 
flhould,  however,  vote  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Bathurst)  against  the 
address. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  had  listened  to  the  hon. 
gentleman's  resolution  or  address  with 
much  attention,  but  could  not  vote  in  its 
favour;  because  he  had  everiband,'in  the 
hiitory  of  the  councils  of  princes,  that 
resolutions  such  as  that  of  the  Prince  Re* 
gent  were  liable  to  change,  and  no  overt 
act  had  been  stated  which  ip  his  opinion 
called  for  the  interference  of  the  House. 
He,  however,  deeply  lamented  the  Letter 
sent  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  by  the  Queen ; 
and  had  hoped  that  what  passed  in  this 
House  last  year  would  have  put  an  end  for 
ever  to  this  disgracefblandinjurious  subject. 
It  was  natural  in  the  Princess  of  Wales  to 
publish  the  correspondence,  to  vindicate 
nerself  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  when 
this  new  indignity  was  cast  upon  lier. 
Although  he  objected  to  the  present  mo- 
tion as  unparliamentary,  there  were  con- 
stitutional modes  of  proceeding,  which,  if 
resorted  to  with  a  view  of  putting  an  end 
to  these  dissentions,  should  have  bis  best 
support. 

Mr.  Ellioi  felt  compelled  to  vote  against 
the  motion ;  yet  anxious  that  his  vote 
should  not  be  misunderstodd,  or  miscon- 
strued into  any  approbation  of  the  advice 
given  to  the  Regent :  he  condemned  it  as 
most  cruel  to  one  illustrious  person  and 
most  injurious  to  the  other. 

Mr.  C,  W.  W^n  perfectly  concurred 
with  the  .two  last  speakers:  he  trusted 
that  the  resolution  of  the  Prince  Regent 
would  not  prove  unalterable;  but  he 
knew  nothing  so  likely  to  render  it  so,  as 
the  present  discussions. 

Mr.  Mcthutn  then  said,  that  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  would 
give  him  the  benefit  of  his  parliamentary 
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exflerience,  he  woold  readily;  withdraw 
his  present  motion.  ^ 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  he  hoped  the  4ion« 
mover  did  not  consider  his  friend  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  pledged  to  point  out  to  him  a 
mode  of  proceeding  in  future.  His  right 
hon.  friend  had  not  gone  so  far.  He  (Mr. 
T.)  said,  there  were  various  modes  of 
bringing  forward  the  motion  in  a  difierent 
shape.-^They  did  not,  indeed,  occur  at 
present;  bat  perhaps  they  woald  occor 
when  gentlemen  had  time  to  reflect  upon 
the  importance  of  the  subject.  One  mode 
at  present  occurred  to  him,  and  no  donbt 
there  must  be  others.  The  mode  which 
occurred  to  him  was,  for  the  Heose,  whose 
particuUr  department  it  was  to  control  the 
finances  of  the  state,  to  bring  forward  a  mo- 
ney resolution;  for,  said  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  parliament  knew  only  of  an  in- 
come belonging  to  her  Royal  Highness  e£ 
5,000/.  per  annum.  He  spoke  in  the  lan- 
guage of  parliament.  As  parliament, 
then,  knew  nothing  more,  the  •  House 
ought  at  least  to  be  satisfied  that  her 
income  was  equal  to  her  illustrious  si- 
tuation. At  present,  the  House  did  not 
know  it.  They  would  recollect,  that  on 
her  marriage  with  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  nation  allowed  125,000/.  for  their 
joint  establishment ;  but  of  this  there  was 
only  5,000/.  a  year  at  her  own  disposal— 
and  at  present  the  nation  could  not  tell 
how  she  lived,  or  where  she  found  re- 
sources. The  remaining  120,000/«  was 
for  their  joint  use,  for  the  maintenance  of 
all  the  splendour  of  their  illustrious  situa- 
tion in  the  state;  but  the  House  most 
judge  what  her  situation  is,  when  it  is 
declared  that  they  can  no  longer  breathe 
the  same  air  together.  The  House  ought 
at  least  to  be  satisfied  that  her  Royal  High- 
ness was  properly  provided  for.  But,  con- 
tinued he,  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite 
will  not  depart  the  House  this  evening 
with  any  great  satisfaction,  consi()ering  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  opposed 
themselves  to  this  subject  They  will  go 
home  and  tell  their  colleagues  in  ofiBce^ 
that  there  is  but  one  sentiment  in  this 
House,  of  the  unbecoming  indignity,  in- 
sult, and  cruelty,  offered  to  the  Princess 
of  Wales ;  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment 
both '  here  and  in  the  cpuntry  at  large  ; 
that  she  is-  under  the  protection  of  this 
House  and  the  nation ;  that  his  Majesty, 
so  long  as  he  preserved  his  mental  facul- 
ties, was  her  protector ;  and  under  him 
were  those  ministers,  of  the  crown,  her 
sincere  advocates  and  protectors  nadec 
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their  royal  master,  and  particularly  a  no- 
ble lord  (Eldon)  who  owed  every  thing  in 
life  to  his  royal  master^  now,  in  fact,  un- 
happily tenacious  of  affording  protec* 
tiori  to  her  Royal  Highness  any  longer ; 
but  the  noble  lord  owes  the  continuance 
of  that  protection  to  her  Iboyal  Highness 
in  gratitude  to  his  royal  master,  in  con- 
sistency of  his  own  conduct,  and  in  justice 
to  her  Royal  Highness ;  and  the  best  im- 
pression which  the  noble  lord  can  now  re- 
ceive on  these  grounds,  would  be  to  revise 
his  own  written  opinions  and  advices,  and 
his  own  conscience  would  dictate  to  him 
the  course  he  ought  to  pursue.  He  re- 
commended to  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  forthwith  to  consult  that  noble 
loiti  and  his  conscience ;  and  foe  once  to 
take  advice,  if  they  will  not  give  it  where 
and  when  it  is  their  duty.  He  said,  this 
subject  could  not  rest  where.it  was— some- 
thing must  be  done,  and  that  effectually. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  done  before  the 
next  day  ;  and,  if  not,  he  should  1>e  ready 
to  support  whatever  motion  might  be 
brought  forward  to  insure  that  end.  And 
#ith  respect  to  the  next  drawing-room, 
he  said,  if  they  did.iiot  make  the  satisfac- 
tory arrangement  t6  which  be  alluded,  he 
thought  her  Royal  Highness  would  do 
ri^ht  to  maintain  her  own  dignity,  and  her 
own  rank,  and  not  be  kept  away. 

Mr.  Mcthuen  rose  again  and  said,  he 
trusted  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  be  attended 
to;  and  in  the  persuasion  that  something 
effectual  would  be  done,  he  wt>uld  consent 
to  withdraw  his  presdnt  motion,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  should  bring  the 
question  forward  again  in  some  shape 
which  the  experience  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  his  friends  might  suggest 
ga  more  eligible  than  the  present,  if  the 
necessity  of  the  case  should  unhappily 
disappomt  hia  hopes  and  compel  the  inter- 
*ference  of  parliament. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


June  a;  18U; 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  June  6. 
CoiiN  Laws.]  The  duke  of  Rutland, 
the  earl  of  Lonsdale,  lord  Bulkeley,  lord 
Boringdon,  and  others,  presented  petitions 
from  Sunderland,  Derby,  Plymouth,  and 
other  places,  against  the  Corn  Lawi  Bills. 
-—The  duke  of  Sussex  presented  two  Pe- 
titions to  the  same  effect  from  the  wards 
of  Cripplegate  Without  and  Within,  id  the 
city  of  London*    These  were  lafd  on  the 


table;   some  of   them   signed  by  about 
6,000  persons. 

Earl  Stanhope^  some  time  afterwards, 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  num- 
ber of  petitions  against  the  propo^d  a- 
leration  of  the  Corn  Laws.  He  presented 
them  with  great  pleasure  to  their  lord- 
ships' consideration,  because  be  was  con- 
vinced that  the  intended  measure  on  this 
subject  was  absurd — it  was  far  from  being 
well  considered— it  was  unfounded  in  its 
principle,  and  would  be  injurious  in  its 
consequences.  It.  was  calculated  to  raise 
the  price  of  provisions,  and  consequently, 
to  increase  the  price  of  labour ;  and  tbea 
their  lordships  ought  to  calculate  the  in- 
jury which  such  a  system  would  do  to  the 
manufacturer  of  the  country,  who  would 
thereby  be  disabled  from  coming  At  a 
moderate  rate  into  tlie  market.  Besides, 
their  lordships  should  reflect,  that  if  our 
manufactures  were  enhanced  by  the  high 
price  of  provisions  and/of  labour,  steam- 
engines  would  be  set  to  work  in  other 
countries ;  and  even  the  most  able  work- 
men here,  who  had  brought  our  manufac- 
tures to  such  a  prosperous  state,  would  be 
induced  to  go  abroad,  and  then  our  manu- 
factures would  no  longer  come  into  com- 
petition with  those  of  foreign  nations.  If 
our  manufactures  were  thus  injured,  our 
commerce  would  be  injured  also ; — and  if 
our  commerce  were  to  i)e  injured,  we 
should  lose  the  only  foundation  upon 
which  rest  the  strength  and  glory  of  our 
navy.  That  this  would  be  we  effect  of 
the  intended  system^  was  obvious;  and 
that  the  price  of  labour  would  be  high  in 
proportion  to  the  price  of  provisions,  was 
incontrovertible.^ Hear,  bear!  from  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale.)— Said  lord  Stanhope, 
**  the  noble  lord  near  me  may  cry  Hear, 
hear !  but  though  I  cannot  comment  upon 
his  speech,  because  he  lyas  not  made  any, 
I  can  comment  upon  his  book,  where  he 
has  delivered  his  sentiments.'^  In  refer- 
ring to  the  arguments  of  those  who  re- 
commended this  measure^  of  raising  the 
price  of  bread,  one  point  laid  down  by 
them  was,  that  if  free  importation  were 
permitted » it  would  discourage  the  growth 
of  corn  in  this  country ;  and  then  if  it 
should  happen  that>  when  we  had  not  got  a 
field  of  corn  of  our  own,  foragn  countriea 
should  take  the  advantage  of  our  situation/^ 
and  stop  the  importation,  we  should  be 
immediately  reduced  to  a  state  of  famine^ 
and  consequently  be  ruined.  It  was, 
however,  not  his  intention  to  loie  sight 
of  certain  proTtsiom  which  would  pro* 
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t«ci  ut  fron  sueh  «  dresidfttl  sitvatioii  ai 
to    apprehend    a    famine   from   out*  d^ 
pendence    on   foreign    eonfiirits.  «**  But 
ihwn    was  a  mode  which  would   avoid 
the  eTiifl  of  both  fbeae  extremtiie^ ;  fot 
Whatvrer  were  the  taxes  to  b^  retained, 
let  ihoie  which  affect  the  prico  of  provi«> 
«of>s  be  taken  off,  and  tfaeH  the  farmer 
would  be  able  to  sell  his  corn  in  d^ance 
of  the  importation.    He  saw  the  noble  earl 
in  tbe  red  coat  over  the  way  (the  eari  ef 
Ltverpcwl  being  dressed  ki  bis  uniform  as 
lard  warden  of  ibe  Cinqoe  Ports)  wbo  was 
now  «or  commander  in  chief;  and  be  was 
•orry  to  bear  ibnt  it  was  bts  intentfon>  and 
that  of  ministers,  to  cobtisne  the  pTopetty- 
aax^  though,  perhaps,  not  the  whole  ton 
|Mr  cent,  yet  a  tery  consi^eTable  portion 
of  il.    Why  they  sboold  be  induced  lo  da 
an,  be  knew  not,  bnt  understood  the  noMa 
aaf I  had  a  great  liking  ibr  that  tat,  mM 
cmUd  not  bear  tp  give  it  up  altogether. 
At  ihfe  aa«M  time,  there  were  otbar  ttX€§, 
ancb  a»  the  asacvsed  tudes  on  cai^iagaa, 
horses,  ke.  which  were  t6  be  taken  off. 
Kow  these  were    tbe  Yory  taxes  wht€h 
onght  to   bo   eonfinvod.-—^' But,    take 
mmkf/'  sa*f4  eart  Stanhope,  «Mbe  taxes 
from  «bo  paot ;  take  away  the  taxes  frofil 
the  pvice  of  provtsiaii^  thi  taxes  whkh 
aAci  the  price  of  bread  and  of  hoar ;  take 
•wi^  that  most  odious  of  taxes,  tbe  tax  on 
candles^  the  tax  on  soap;  the  tax  on  salt, 
snd  all  tbose  taikea  which  fal(  upow  tbe 
|ioor  antf  Mluswioue  beis  of  the  comma- 
nity.'^    Tho  noble  enrl,   hi   cdhcldsloii^ 
ag^n  adkerted  to  the  prayer  of  fhesv  Pe- 
titions^ which  only  desired  that  tha  pt^ 
posed  sysven  mi^  be  dehiyod  iVw  tba 
paesent  sessiow  of  ^v^ifrntemt.    Me   att^ 
cordvaigly  prasetiaedsdvarai  Petitions' fVom 
difiefent  parishes  in  London  and  its  titi« 
mtey,  which  were  ord«r&4tobo  read. 

Thet  Earl  of  Lauderdak  eouM  not,  i* 
jaatice  to  tba  m^rhtf  of  this  so^iect,  permit 
iho  obsorvalWns  of  the  nobla  earl  t6  p«ss 
wiihonS'  samo  remarks,  erenr  uipon  the 
pMsent-  occaaiofi.  ft  waa  not  hrs  hrten. 
tfOn  le»  state  bis  senthneitts  at  lemih ; 
hm  b«  we«ild  fcniiwe  to  say,  that  whetl 
tha  nveaaore  to  wrbUch  the  nobla  Uff^  bad  ^ 
alladodcamenndor  their  coosldora«h$n',  he 
absdd  he  able  to  shew  tbat  soetfe  of  tha 
]fropo«(tions>  he  hud  down  this  nifbt  were> 
instead  of  baitig^  inoontroiwrfihte,  e»M«- 
pfetoly  absnid.  The  noble  €»V  had/  in 
the  onttet  of  hia  stattementi  invlmsfMc^  chat 
ih»  nufoto^  was  otfe  ioMndad  by  tbose 
wbD»  praboeed  k  w  raisa  Ihn  price  of 
Waad^and^  to^Ai^itijni^  m  tte  podkv    Rt 
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(lard  Lsnderdlilo)  would  tidM  hpon  bink^ 
self  io  deohure,  there  wal  not  a  mrtD  iii 
either  House  of  Parli«neM  who  had  aby 
each  intention.  The  measoro  was  in* 
tended  to  moderate  thetnrica,and  in  its  ef* 
feet  iie  bad  no  hesitaaioii  in  saying  it 
woaM  l6Wer  the  price.  Tlie  noble  earl 
bad  laid  down  a  proposition  which  waa 
wholly  uilfErandod  in  its  priitfciplo.  tlia 
prica  of  labonr  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  of  .provisions;  ftben  pMyrisions 
had  been  IdW,  the  price. of  htboor  bail 
been  high.  Tbe  noble  earl  (Lnoder^ 
dale)  stated,  that  the  measoro  now  pro4 
posed  bad  been  justi^d  by  ekperienco  in 
former  years,  aiid  he  adverted  to  the  efieet 
which  hid  been  derived  froai  two  srafeems 
of  an  opposite  description;  astfd  thei^  i 
provision,  upon  the  principle  of  the  hi^ 
te#ded  ako#ition,  W9A  attended  with  «  he^ 
neiicial  restiH. 

BBr\  Stanhope  #af  not  tilcUned  to  differ 
with  the  n6bio  earl  drba  had  just  aal  dowts 
and  had  stated^  tbat  one  of  tbe  observa. 
ti^ns  he  made  was  an.absnrd  one ;  for  he 
(ea#l  SL)  had  never  atlered  it;  h*t  thi 
noble  earl  (Lauderdale)  having  no  each 
windmills  of  his  (earl  9.)^  he  had  Created 
wfndoaills  of  hii  own,  for  tbe  pnrpoee  of 
combating  them.  ^He  had  never  chnrged 
any  set  of  men  with  thd  inteation  of  in-* 
creasing  tbe  prioe  of  bread,  and  injoriny 
the  poor;  hat  their  nseasbre  a^onld  have 
that  effect,  artd  ther  bad  blundered  inCtf 
it.  Tbe  noble  earl  bad  also  contendedi 
tbat  the  price  of  labour  had  nothirig  to  do 
with  that  of  proviBiOnt.  His  a^gnment 
was  fer  an  inverse  rado,  that  tbe  lower  tbe 
pi'iice  of  provisions  the  bigber  wooM  bo 
that  of  labour^  He  migfat  go  on;  h«t 
thatt  was  inexplicable  to  his  nnnd^  As  to 
the  di#erant  systems  be  bad  dhidcld  to) 
orte  of  them  was  tried  wbto  there  was 
scarcely  any  national  debt ;  bat  that  made 
a  wide  difference  m  respect  to  the  prcsaua 
times,  when  tbe  country  waa  loaded  witit 
an  enormons  diebt,  and  had  to  support  the 
interest  by  taxes. 

The  Pfi^titions  were  then  severally  or« 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TaxATT  dp  FitAca;;)  Thd  anri  of  Lrver* 
pool,  by  the  donftttandf  of  histroyaA«  hi^ 
neas  tbe  PriActf  Regwt,  pfMeaMd*  m  lire 
fioese  a  t6py  of  the  Trdaiy  eMevad  hfcn 
betv^en  his  Royal  Htghneis.  on  the'  pait 
of  his-  Bifftannic  Majenityv  and  hia  asoaa 
GbviittiatiMajMtythioil^gofPnRicer.  Ha 
mo^ed,  «*  Tbat^this"  Treaiiy  be  tafcea-ibto 
a<NUi«ei>atiaft  ea  Thaaaday  aa'nn^ht.  and 
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tJiti   tke  Lords  b«  tiiiiinoiie^  for  tk%t 

Lord  GrtmfHk  Mid>  h?  coiild  not  ^fii^r 
this  very  first  opporUmity  lo  pass,  without 
Mating  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  grief 
and  indignatioa  lie  bad  read  that  part  of 
the  Treaty  in  question  which  related  to 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave^Trade.  When 
be  recollected  the  unanimous  acquies- 
oenc6  of  that  Ho^se  in  a  proposition  which 
be  had  the  honour  to  submil  to  their  lord- 
ships apon  the  subject— when  he  recol- 
lected Hie  nnifersal  consent  of  almost  all 
nations^  Ihat  k  was  most  desirable  to  pre* 
Tent  the  continuance  of  4hat  most  abo- 
ftiinable  and  disgraceful  trafBc-— when  be 
considered  that  it  bad  been  re1iQquislie4 
^y  all  the  nations  of  Burope»  upon  the 
common  principles  of  justice  and  religion, 

'  ^  a  high  crime,  and  as  a  practice  which 
should  be  radically  done  away  with— 
what  must  be  his  astonishoient  and  regret, 
his  grief  and  disappoidtment,  upon  read- 
ing the  article  that  morning  to  wbich  be 
alluded  I  He  trusted,  however,  it  would 
he  a  matter  ot  speedy  and  serioos  con« 
tideration;  whether  there  might  not  be, 
even  yet  some  mod^  in  which  parHamenl, 
or  their  lordships,  might  act  in  pursuance 
of  theiir  unanimous  resolution,  with  a  view 
to  the  attainip^nt  of  its  object. 
«  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  (k\i  a  degree  Of 
reluctance  in  troubling. their  lordships  at 
the  present  moment  with  any  observations* 
On  any  topic  connected  with  the  Ttreaty 
just  laid  before  them;  but  he  oouKI  not 
avoid  assnrtng  the  noble  baron,  that  he 
was  quite  mistaken^  if  he  supposed  that 
bis  Majesty's  ministers  did  not  feel,  on 
this  particular  subject,  as  much  anxiety 
and  solicitude  as  be  coold,  to  efi^ct  the 
completion  of  the  great  object  in  question ; 
be  meant  the  universal  abolition  of  the- 
Slave  Trade;  for  they  were  sensible,, 
whatever  di€eren<ieof  oj^nlon  migfit  hwe 
formerly  obtained  with  regard  to  a  par- 
tial abolition,  yet  that  poitat  being  once 
decided,  they  feU  it  essential  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  proceeded,  that  the 
aiboKtion  should  become  universak  With 
regard  to  the  particular  article  referred  to,, 
and  the  circumstances  ikider  which  it  was 

i«5oncluded,  he  meant  not  at  present  H  ob- 
serve ;  but  he  would  request  their  lordships 
t6  postpone  their  judnoentanntil  they  bad 
an  op))orti9iiity  of  miy  hearing  the  sentt* 
nUents  of  his  Majesty's  government  npon 
the  lu^ect. 
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Cork  Laws.]  A  great  number  of  pe- 
titions were  presented  against  the  pro- 
posed Corn  Laws,  and  praying  that  their 
consideration  might  be  postponed  till. next 
session.  These  Were  received,  and  order- 
ed to  He  on  the  table. 

One  from  Leeds,  lord  Milton,  who  pre- 
sented it,  stated  to  have  twenty  thousand 
signatures,  although  tho  .meeting  from 
which  it  originated  took  place  only  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  although  the  petition 
was  not  handed  about  for  signatures. 

Mr.  Tkamim  presented  a  petition  flrom 
tho  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  tbo 
connty  of  Surrey,  praying  that  their  in- 
terest might  be  protected,  which,  they 
were  of  opinion,  could  be  done  without  in- 
jury to  the  other  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain.  He  presented  also  a  petition 
from  Godalming,  and  another  from  King- 
ston, against  the  Com  Bills ;  and  observed, 
that  under  the  conflicting  opinions,  he  re- 
CfMnmended  that  time  should  be  taken  to 
weigh  more  fblly  the  consequences  of  this 
important  measure,  and  to  see  if  the  con- 
flicting interests  might  not  be  reconciled. 
^  Mr.  Haworth,  in  presenting  a  petition 
from  the  borough  of  Evesham,  shortly 
stated,  that  private  letters  accompanying 
that  petition  had  informed  him,  that  a  con- 
siderable ferment  had  been  exeited  in  the 
public  mind  throughout  the  country  upon 
this  subject;  and  although  he  was  aware > 
that  parliament  ought  not  to  be  deterred 
from  the  discharge  of  its  duties  by  mere 
clamonr,  yet  in  the  present  instance,  no 
positive  necessity  appearing  to  exist  for 
the  present  Bill,  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
House,  whether  it  would  not  be  e^rer- 
cbing  a  sound  discretion  to  postpone  for-^ 
ther  proceedings  until  the  country  should 
have  time,  deliberately,  to  examine  into 
the  true  nature  of  the  proposed  measure. 

On  presenting  a  petition  fron|  Exeter, 
Mr.  Oourtenay  ui^d  the  propciety  of  at- 
tending to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  by 
postponing  the  further  consideration  of 
tbe  question  to  which  it  referred  until  the 
next  session. 

Mt,  M.  A.  Tnjfhr,  on.  presenting  a  pe- 
tition from  Poole,  stated,  that  it  was  signed 
by  a  number  of  respectable  individuals 
wbo  were.fiiliy  competent  to  form  an  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject;  For  himself,  be 
bad  no  hesits^tion  in  sayiAg,  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  in  the  wiSb  of  t|ie  peti- 
tioners;    Indeed^  from  the  ttoment  the 
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measure  referred  to  was'  brought  forward, 
he  had  the  strongest  objections  to  it ;  being 
always  of  opinion  that  parliament  ought 
Qot  to  interfere  upon  the  subject,  bu,t 
leave  corn,  like  every  other  article  in- 
trade,  to  find  its  own  level. 

Mr.  Lockharit  upon  presenting  a  petition 
from  Oxford,  observed,  that  at  the  meet- 
ing from  which  it  originated,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  address  his  consti- 
tuents, with  a  view  to  impress  upon  their 
minds,  that  the  measure  to  which  the  pe« 
tition  re^^rred  was  not  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  consequences  which  the  peti- 
tioners apprehended.  He  deprecated  the 
sentiment  which  prevailed  among  them 
with  regard  to  the  motive  of  those  by 
whom  that  measure  was  brought  forward. 
He  therefore  told  his  constituenu,  that  it 
was  their  interest,  that  it  was  the  uni- 
versal interest  of  the  nation,  to  encourage 
the  industry  of  our  own  countrymen,  by 
preferring  the  produce  of  our  own  agricuU 
ture  to  that  of  foreigners,  and  thus  to 
render  ourselves  independent  of  foreign 
supply.  This  statement  he  thought  due 
to  the  character  of  that  House,  to  that  of 
the  authors  of  the  measure  under  con- 
sideration, and  to  his  own  conscientious 
conviction.  But  he  was  sorry  to  find  that 
he  totally  failed  in  producing  the  im- 
pression be  desired ;  and  he  felt  it  right  to 
inform  ministers  that  ja  considerable  alarm 
prevailed  upon  the  subject ;  and  that  dis- 
tricts, heretofore  remarkable  for  their 
peaceable  and  orderly  conduct,  were  in  a 
state  of  great  agitation  in  consequence  of 
this  measure.  He  therefore  conceived 
that  it  wottld  be  advisable  to  postpone  any 
further  proceeding  upon  the  measure  un- 
til the  public  mind  was  in  a  better  temper, 
by  being  more  enlightened  respecting  it. 
Ministers  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  act  with 
firmness;  tempered,  however,  he  trusted, 
with  a  due  degree  of  prudence. 

Mr.  Catmittg,  who  presented  a  petition 
from  Liverpool  with  22.000  signatures, 
said,  that  he  thought  it  impossible  for  any 
man  who  had  cast  his  observation  about 
lor  the  last  ten  days,  not  to  feel,  that  on- 
less  some  urgent  and  pressing  necessity 
called  for  its  adoption,  it  would  be  the 
height  of  impolicy  to  urge  the  measures 
referred  to  by  the  petitioners  at  present. 
No  such  urgent  necessity  had  been  shewn 
to  exist;  and  as  he  was  confident,  without 
pronouncing  any  opinion  upon  the  merits 
of  the  Bill,  that  it  was  not  yet  understood, 
he  recommended  strongly  that  it  should 
not  1^  harried  through  the  House*     la 
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whatever  way  the  question  might  be  met, 
or  whatever  might  be  hi^  ultimate  opinion 
upon  it,  he  was  persuaded  that  a  measure 
of  this  nature  ought  not  to  be  carried,  un- 
less the  general  opinion  of  the  people  out 
of  doors  were  in  its  favour.  On  these 
grounds,  he  would  be  an  advocate  for  any 
proposition  to  postpone  the  farther  pro* 
ceeding  upon  this  measure  at  present; 
and  the  more  so  because  he  thought  it 
might  be  dispensed  with,  at  least  until  it 
should  imdergo  further  consideration,  and 
until  a  thorough  understanding  of  iu  cha- 
racter and  object  should  be  prppagated 
among  the  people. 

General  GoKoipte  supported  the  view 
of  his  right  hon.  colleague;  and,  advert- 
ing to  a  scoff  applied  to  a  similar  petition 
lately  presented  from  Bristol,  declared  his 
conviction,  that  so  universal  and  so  str<Mig 
vf  as  the  public  objection  to  the  measore 
referred  to,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  pe^e  of  the  country  to  adopt  it. 

Lord  Levison  Gower,  on  presenting  a 
petition  from  Wolverhampton*  spoke  in 
the  same  strain.  Mr.  Coke  premited  a 
petition  from  the  corn  growers  and  millers 
of  Norfolk  in  favour  of  the  propoaed  aU 
teration  in  the  corn  laws.  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table— as  was  a  petition  of  an  op« 
posite  nature,  presented  by  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  from  Norwich,  which  petition 
the  hon.  member  stated  to  have  12,000 
signatures. 

About  five  o^ clock  lord  Castlereegh 
enured  the  House,  for  the  first  time  since 
bis  return  from  France,  and  was  greeted 
with  loud  and  most  animated  cheering, 
frequently  repeated  from  every  part  of 
the  House.  Business  was  for  some  mo- 
ments suspended.  His  lordship  bowed, 
and  took  his  seat  amid  the  acclamations  of 
the  members. 

Petition  of  ^^ock-makbrs  of  Lon* 
DON.]  Sir  W.  Curtis  presented  a  Petition 
of  the  master  wardens  and  court  of  assis- 
tants of  the  art  or  mystery  of  clockmakers 
in  the  city  of  London,  setting  forth :  "  That 
the  art  of  making  clocks  and  watches  was 
long  since  established*  and  has  been  car- 
ried on  in  this  country  with  great  private 
and  public  advantage,  and  has  attained 
unequalled  excellence;  that,  till  ^ithin 
a  few  years  past,  more  than  lO(),O00 
ciock:^  and  watcher  have  becii  annually 
ma(<e,  whereby  the  sum  uf  at  least 
500  000/  has  been  produced  by  British 
labotrr,  on  materials  princip-illy  ol  British 
produce;   and  that  many  thousand  arti« 
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were  thereby  usefblly  employed ; 
9mi  thai  the  naiMoal  advaacaget  derived 
from  the  perfection  to  which  the  art  of 
clock  attd  watch-makiDg  has  been  carried 
hi  thii  coentryi  are  not  limied  to  the 
Taltte  of  its  prodece»  hot  extend  to  ^r^ry 
branch  of  naniifacture  in  which  machinery 
if  eaed ;  and  Ijiat,  from  the  opofaiion  of 
▼ariona  cauiet»  the  yaloe  of  the  clock  and 
Watoh  manaliACtory  as  a  tooroe  of  national 
•dvantage  bat  of  late  years  been  greatly 
deteriorated^  and  oontinoea  rapklly  do- 
eliai«g;  the  manufactarers,  deprived  of 
adeqnate  «eiiployment»  are  obliged  to  seek 
ether  meant  of  sobsisteoce,  a»d  the  work- 
men in  all  its  branches  are»  in  great  mim* 
befs,  redveed  to  diHress,  or  are  dependent 
on  parochial  relief  for  sopport,  nod  many 
of  the  superior  workmen,  desti^te  of  soft- 
able  encoomgement  at  home>  have  been 
seduced  to  foreign  oonntcies,  carrying 
with  thoa^  their  knowledge  and  ability,  to 
conatroct  and  employ  the  most  valaaMo 
and  aiwfol  BMchiaery;  whereby  the  prin- 
cipal madokotures  of  Great  Britain  will 
he  ttansplanted  and  established  in  foreign 
eaiuuries  to  the  exclosion  of  Brttiah 
mannfsclores ;  and  that  the  former 
prosperity  of  a  mana&ctory  so  Intrinsi- 
cally and  relatifely  important,  was  in  a 
greai  measure  altained  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  resttictions  imposed  by  act  of 
parliament  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
ck>ck  and  watch  work,  as  weH  in  an  in- 
complete as  in  a  complete  state ;  and  that, 
in  the  year  17S7,  a  doty^of  27|  per  cen- 
tnB»  was  imposed  on  all  foreign  clocks  and 
Matches  imported  into  this  country,  which 
doty  has  subsequently,  iiroal  time  to-  tinsOr 
been  increased,  and  now  amonnts  lo  75 
fier  centum  ;  and  that,  in  colMequenoe  of 
the  want  of  provisions  adequate  to  the 
colleotion  of  such  import  duties,  the  illicit 
introduction  into  this  country  of  foratgn 
clock  and  watch  work  has  obtained  to  an 
csitent  ruinously  injurious  to  the  British 
asanufaetory,  and  the  advantage  derived 
hy  the  smacgler  having  increased  in  pro- 
portion to  lAe  increase  of  the  duties,  the 
illicit  trade  is  now  so  regularly  systema- 
ained,  that  the  importers  will  undertake 
the  safo  conduct  and  delivery  of  foreign 
clock  and  watch  work,  without  payment 
of  duty,  in  this  country,  for  10  per  cent, 
•on  its  value,  thus  affordnig  the  illicit 
trader  a  premium  of  65  per  cent,  which 
enables  bim  to  undersell  the  British  asanu- 
footorer,  and  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
fmblic  revewoe;  and  that  this  facility 
with  which  foreign  clo^  and  wntch  work 
(V0L.XXV1I.) 


is  illicitly  imported  into  this  country,  ia 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  oeclintng 
state  of  the  British  manufactory ;  and  that^ 
during  the  long  continuance  of  the  war, 
the  exportation  of  Brttish  clock  and  watch 
work  has  very  much  diminished,  while 
the  illicit  importation  of  foreign  clocJc  and 
watch  work  has  increased  to  an  unprece- 
dented degree  during  the  same  period, 
and,  mlefs  some  new  remedy  be  opposed 
to  the  evil,  there  is  reaoon  to  apprehend 
that,  whenever  a  general  peace  shall  be 
OMde,  the  eondf(j<^n  of  the  British  manti- 
factory  of  clocks  and  watcheo  will  become 
still  more  caftaioitous  from  the  increased 
facilities  with  which  foreign  cleck  atod 
watch  work  wiU  then  be  illicitly  intro^ 
doced  into  this  country,  as  well  ror  home 
consumption  as  for  the  export  trade ;  and 
that  foreign  clocks  and  watches  so  illicitly 
imported  are  openly  exposed  for  sale  ia ' 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  that,  in 
order  to  obviate  any  impediments  which 
national  preff  rence,  joined  to  the  ackuow« 
(edged  superiority  of  English  work,  might 
oppose  to  the  sale  of  foreiga  wetches,~th<ey 
are  illicitly  imported  in  an  incomplete 
stele,  and,  being  made  to  resemble  in  their 
exterior  appearance  Epglish  watches,  are 
sold  as  English,  to  the  great  in|ury  of  the 
public  and  the  ruin  en  the  petitiotfersf 
and  that  no  permanent  or  effectual  relief 
to  the  distress  of  the  petitioners  can  be  ob- 
tained, onlem  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
should  interfore,  and  remove  or  mitigate 
those  evils,  the  exiatence  and  consequence 
of  which  the  petitioners  most  humbly  re« 
present  and  most  sincerely  deplore,  and' 
are  prepardi  to  prove  to  the  House;  and 
praying,  that  the  Hoobo  will  investigate 
the  extent  and  causes  of  the  ^vilsof  wbicli' 
they  complain,  and  will  afford  to  the  peti- 
tioners such  relief  as  to  thees  may  seem 
meet/' 

Sir  J.  NeaupCTt  observed,  that  although 
the  manuiacturers  were  thus  ready  to 
come, forward  with  petitions  to  secure  to 
themselves  the  monopoly  of  their  own 
market  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign  ma»«i- 
factores,  yet  they  were  loud  in  complain^ 
ingofany  attempt  to  secure  the  advan* 
leges  of  the  British  market  to  British 
agriculturists  by  the  exclusion  offoreige 
ooril.  When  some  gentlemen  spoke  of 
fireedom  of  trade,  he  thought  they  appeared 
only  to  insist  upon  its  application  to  agri« 
cttltore,  while  every  restriction  that  cooM 
benefit  manufacture  was  tenaciously  m%\T^ 
tained.  If,  indeed,  the  proposition  of  free 
trade  were  appltod  generally,  the  legia«> 
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lature  would  •  then  proceed  apon  sound 
priDctples ;  boi  at  present  be  had  to  com* 
plain,  that  the  same  measure  of  protection 
wbfeh  was  meted  out  to  the  raannfactufer 
was  denied  to  the  agrienltorist. 

Mr.  Roic  said,  that  the  right  bon. 
baronet  had  wholly  mistaken  the  petition, 
as  its  only  object  waa  to  gnard  the  peti- 
llonera  against  fraud.*  As  to  the  right 
bon.  baronet's  allusion  to  agriculture,  he 
(Mr,  R.)  should  be  ready  to  meet  him  at 
the  proper  time  on  that  point. 

Sir  J.  Newport  insisted  that  he  bad  not 
misunderstood  the  Petition ;  as  its  object 
was,  to  render  more  effectual  the  law 
which  granted  them  a  monopoly  of  the 
'British  market  by  the  comparativis  exclu- 
sion of  foreign  manufactures. 

Sir  W.  Curiis  stated,  that  the  petitioners 
did  not  require  any  monopoly ;  but  only 
asked,  that  foreign  watobes  should  not  be 
so  marked,  that  a  purchaser  should  be 
unable  to  distinguish  a  good  English  watch 
from  an  inferior  foreign  article. 

Mr.  Barham  asked,  for  what  purpose  it 
could  be  required  to  prevent  fraudulent 
importation,  unless  there  was  a  prohibi- 
tion ?  Witb  regard  to  the  Petitions  pre- 
sented ajgainst  the  proposed  change  in  the 
corn  laws,  he  thought  that  the  House  must 
yield  to  the  public  feeling  on  that  subject; 
lor  a  spirit  had  been  excited  oot  of  doors, 
which  was  calculated  tooverawe^he  House; 
and  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  sur- 

Erise  at  the  quarter  from  which  the  appeal 
ad  been  recently  made  from  that  House 
to  the  people.  He  never,  indeed,  xecoU 
lected  anv  such  appeal  even  at  I^Bilace-yard 
or  Copenhagen -house.  But  any  man  could 
have  roused  the  feelings  of  the  people 
upon  the  subject  of  food.  It  required  no 
talents  to  produce  such  agitation  as  now 
existed;  but  that  agitation  existing,  no 
one  could  safely  ad?ise  the  House  tp  pro- 
cfeed  farther  in  the  measure  under  conside- 
ratron— indeed  the  House  dare  not — (A 
loud  cry  of  Order !  Chair !  Chair  1) 

The  Speaker  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
the  hon.  member  could  not  advisedly  use 
iuch  language. 

Mr.  Barham  explained,  that  when  he 
aaid  that  the  House  dared  not  proceed 
lirtber  upon  sqch  a  measure  with  a  view  to 
its  adoption,  he  meant  that  it  dared  not 
adopt  such  a  Bill,  junder  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case ;  from  a  consideration 
of  tbe  alarm  which  prevailed  respecting  it, 
and  the  evils  which  its  adoption  was  but 
t«o  likely  to  produce.  He  meant  the 
House 'dared  not  do  that  which  ilrould  be 


contrarv  to  iu  duty.  The  hon.  member 
cqnclqded  with  observing*  that  while  some 
ffentlemen  on  the  pther.side  pleaded  for  « 
freedom  of  trade  when  discussing  the  ques* 
tion  respecting  corn,  none  of  (hem  argued 
for  the  universal  application  of  th3t  prin*' 
ciple.  On  the  contrary,  those  gentlemen* 
and  especially  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rose),  were  continually  proposin^p 
regulations  and  restrictions  in  favour  oi 
manufactures.  For  instance,  no  oner 
oftener  proposed  bounties  than  that  right 
hon.  gentleman;  and  all  such  bountiea 
operated  as  taxes  upon  the  public.  * 

On  the  motion  for  referring  the  Betttioo 
to  a  committee,  ' 

Mr*  JKose  declared,  that  this  waa  tbe  first 
time  he  had  ever  heard  a  membsr  of  par-* 
liament  observe,  that-  there  could  be  no 
fraudulent  importation  unless  there  was  a 
prohibition;  while  tbe  fact  was,  thatjiot 
a  single  article  was  imported  into  this 
country  without  being  subjected  to  laxm* 
tion. '   So  much  for  the  bon.  member's  akilt 
and  intelligehce.     [Hear,  bear !    from  air 
J.  Newport.]     The  hon.  baronet  migiit 
cheer,  but  his  statement  was  correct*-Tof 
he  recollected  very  few  articlea  indeed, 
not  even  excepting  raw  materials,  whick 
were  not  subject  to  an  import  doty.    Of 
course,  such  articles  might  be  ffaodnlestly 
imported,    Tbe  hon.  member  had  alluded 
to  excitement  upon  this  subject ;  but  all 
that  he  (Mr.  R.)  had  done  respecting  the 
com  laws  could  not,  he  trusted,  be  deemed 
irregular;    for  it  consnted  in  his  apeecfa 
delivered  in  that  House,  in  which  apeedi 
be  conscientiously  stated  his  opinion.     In 
that  question,  he  would  ask  what  improper 
motive  could  be  imputed  to  him,  or  bow 
it  was  possible  for  him  in  such  a  case  te 
be  actuated  by  any  sinister  consideration  } 
He  declared  that,  independently  of  ttie 
speech  alluded  to,  he  had  offered  nothing 
to  excite  any  petition  upon  this  qnealionu' 
Even  to  Southampton,  which  was  repte- 
sented  by  a  relation  of  his,  be,  when  a|»- 
plied  to  upon  the  subject,  merely  sent  the 
resolution  of  that  House,  without  any  nd-> 
vice  whatever  how  the  electors  of  that 
town  should  proceed.     In  fact,  he  did  not 
believe  that  any  excitement  had  been  oaed^ 
or  was  at  all  necessary,  among  tbe  people 
upon  this  question.    On  the  contrary,   he 
regarded  the  petitions  on  the  table  qoHe 
as  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the  pobltc 
opinion.    Whether  that  opinion  waacov^ 
rector  not,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  wnt 
spontaneous ;  and  it  was  evidently  ao  de* 
cidad  agatnat  the  proposed  change,  Ui«bt 
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*  very  cpiuideraie  mtn  mast  see  the  neceft- 
•ity  of  acceding  to  the  with  of  bis  right 
hon.  friend,  the  representative  for  liver- 
pool^  that  the  adoption  of  the  nnfeasore  re- 
ferred to  shoold  be  postponed,  at  least 
until  it  was  more  fully'  discussed  and 
tborongbiy  understood. 

*  Mr.  harham  in  explanation  said^  that 
he  had  spoken  only  of  the  effect  produced, 
and  had  not  called  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man the  author  of  the  ferment* 

«  Sir  JoAii  Ntwpari  insisted,  that  the  praver 
#f  this  petition  had  for  its  object  to  conorm 
a  duty  which  amounted  to  a  prohibition 
on  foreign  watches  and  clocks.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  had  been  so 
mtich  accustomed  to  being  an  author,  that 
he  seemed  to  have  quite  forj^tten  that  be 
not  only  made  that  speech  m  parliament, 
but  afterwards  published  it ;  and,  by  so 
doing,  ,he  thought  that  he  had  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  ferment  now  existing.  He 
must  insist*  that  the  manufacturers  nad  no 
right  to^rall  for  priitecting  duties  for  them- 
selves,' if  they  were  unwilling  that  other 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  should  have 
equal  protection.  This  was  not  fair ;  they 
should  be  content  that  protection  should 
be  meted  out  to  all  classes  with  an  equal 
measure,  or  they  should  not  call  for  it 
themselves.  Was  it  not  hard,  that  while 
protection  was  extended  to  other  classes, 
the  landholder  should  neither  be  at  all 
protected  from  the  competition  of  foreign 
agriculture,  nor  even  allowed  fo  export  his 
own  produce  when  it  would  bring  the 
highest  price  ?  The  landholder  was  in  fact 
annoyed  in  two  ways ;  first,  be  was  not 
allowed  to  purchase  foreign  commodities 
if  he  could  have  them  on  cheaper  terms,  or 
to  send  his  produce  to  a  foreign  market ; 
inrhile  he  was  denied  the,  benefit  of  a  due 
preference  in  his  own  market.  Thus  did 
the  law  provide  for  the  beneOt  of  the 
manufacturer,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
agriculturist 

Mr.  PnHkeroe  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
petition,  the  only  object  of  which  ,was  to 
prevent  foreign  watches  from  being  marked 
with  the  name  of  any  English  manufac- 
turer, and  so  imposed  as  of  £nglish  menu- 
fiu^fe.  An  boo.  member  had,  he'ob-v 
served,  expressed  surprise  at  the  quarter 
by  which  objection^  had  been  made,  or,  as 
he  stated, "  prejudice  excited,^'  against  the 
Bill  before  the  House ;  but  he  (Mr.  P.) 
^nld  not  help  expressing  his  surprise^ 
thai  such  a  measure  had  met  no  opposi- 
tion in  another  quarter,  which  was  gene- 
tally  forward  to  profess  a  sreat  regard  for 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people. 
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Mr.  fF.  FUtgtrald  expressed  his  belief 
and  confidence,  that  any  delay  which  the 
messure  before  the  House  might  expt- 
rjence  would  not  serve  to  defeat,  but  to 
ensure  its  ultimate  success.  For  such  a 
measure  required  only  to  be  fully  dis* 
cussed  and  understood,  to  secure  general 
acquiescei^e;  as  it  was  meant  and  cal- 
culated for  the  general  good.  It  was  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  measure  having  only  a 
partial  view  to  the  interests  of  Ireland,  or 
any  particular  quarter,  but  directed  and 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  and 
districts  of  the  empire.  Such  a  measure, 
therefore,  would  liot,  he  trusted,  be 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Proihiroef  in  explanation,  stated, 
that  three  Irish  gentlemen  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  whose  report  was  be- 
fore the  House ;  but  he  trusted  that  evi- 
dence, with  respect  to  the  interests  of 
England  and  Scotland,  would  be  examined 
before  such  a  measure  as  that  which  that 
report  recommended  should  be  enacted. 

Mr.  Gmnm  deprecated  the  discussion 
in  which  the  House  was  engaged ; '  as  quite 
inapplicable  to  the  question  properly  be- 
fore it,  and  as  ill  calculated  to  cure  the 
animosity,  or  calm  the  inflammfektion  which 
prevailed  in  the  country,  with  re^rd  to 
the  measure  fixed  for  coi^sideratson  tbia 
evening,  and  into  which  gentlemen  were 
rather  prematurely  entering. 

The  Petition  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Whitbread  presented  a  petition 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  practice  of 
imprisonment  fi>r  debt  on  mesne  process.— 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tebaty  of  Pbacb.]  Lord  Castlereagh 
presented  a  copy  <tf  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity,  signed  at  Paris  the  30th  of  May»* 
1814,  between  his  Briunoic  Majesty  and 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

The  title  was  read  by  the  clerk,  and  it 
was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

Lord  Castlereagh  having  moved  that  it 
do  lie  on  ihe  Uble» 

Mr.  IVilberforce  assored  his.  noble  friend, 
that  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  concur  in- 
the  sakitation  with  which  his  noble  friend 
bad  been  welcomed  on  his  return  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  it  was  not  from  any 
want  of  personal  cordiality ;  but  because, 
seeing  the  noble  lord  coming  up  the  House, 
with  the  French  Treaty  in  his  hand,  and< 
calling  to  mind  the  arrangemenU  made  in 
it  respecting  the  Slave  Trade**  he  could  not 
but  ooooeive  that  he  beheld  in  the  noble 
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lord's  hand  tbe  deiTfeb^wmrraot  of  a  hmHi- 
tsde  of  iifnocent  yictims^  men^  woman, 
abd  chiMreo,  whom  he  liad  foadly  in- 
dolged  the  hope  of  his  having  himself 
rescued  from  deitroctioD.  To  a  great  ex* 
tent,  indeed,  w«  had  their  preservation  in 
our  own  power ;  to  the  amoaot  of  the  im* 
portations  of  human  beings  which  would 
DOW  be  made  into  the  colonies  wt  had 
given  op  to  France,  which  colonies  wo 
ahoold  only  have  surrendered  on  an  tx« 
pfoss  stipalation  that  no  more  slates  ahoold 
be  imported  into  them ;  bnt  in  the  ease  of 
these  settlements,'  we  had  revived,  or 
rMher  we  had  ereatad;  a  trade  in  slaves, 
when  it  had  been  altogether  extinguished. 
It  was  the  coi|stant  error  that  prevailed  on 

'  tbts  sabiect,  and  he  remarked  it  in  the 
Treaty  ^before  them,  to  speak  of  these 
practices,  and  to  treat  them  as  a  traffic; 
whereas,  in  fact,  it  was  nothing  less  than 
the  seizing  of  an  indefinite  nomber  of 
human  beings,  of  botb  aaxes,  and  all  ages, 
by  every  species  of  fraud  wb4  force,  and 
the  carrving  them  away  in  a  method  which 
i'noloded  within  it  the  utmost  intensity  of 
aoffering,  from  their  parents,  their  children, 
their  families,  tlieir  friends,  their  country, 

'  conveying  them  to  a  distant  land,  to  pass 
the  rest  of  their  lives,  ,and  their  posterity 
for  ever,  in  a  state  of  degraded  and  hope- 
less slavery.  To  witness,  therefore,  the 
revival  of  th;s  dreadful  evil,  when  to  so 
great  a  degree  he  had  conceived  it  was 
extinct,  could  not  bat  fill  his  mind  with 
the  deepest  grief  and  disappointment ; 
and  as  for  the  stipulation,  that  the  French 
themselves  would  join  in  abolishing  the 
trade  in  five  years,  at  the  period  of  life  to 
which  he  had  arrived,  with  the  experience 
he  had  gained,  with  the  historical  and  di* 
fHomatic  knowledge  he  had  collected,  ho 
oould  not  be  at  all  sanguine  in  his  hopes 
that  this  stipalation  would  actually  take 
effect;  and  this  not  from  any  distrust  he 
entertained  personally  of  the  bead  of  the 
French  monarchy,  of  whom,  on  the  con- 
trary,  he  was  disposed  personally  to  think 
very  favourably.  But  if  now,  when  the 
French  had  no  capital  engaged  in  the 
Slave  Trade,  not  a  ship,  not  a  merchant, 
not  a  manufacturer,  they  yet  cleaved  ao 
closely  to  this  abhorred  system,  how  much 
more  mUst  we  fear  that -they  would  value 
and  cling  to  it,  when  they  wonld  have  so 
strong  and  maniflest  an  interest  in  ad^ 
boring  to  it,'  as  in  five  yeare  we  most  ex« 
pect  them  to  attain.  It  was  not|  however,' 
to  give  vent  to  the  fseHngs  of  an  over- 
}oade4  rnnid^  Mr.  W.  said,  that  he IimIbow 
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rttan,  for  in  troth  his  feelings,  were  far  tao 
deeply  seated  for  him  to.be  thus  eaaed  of 
them :  but  he  rose  chiefly  to  notice  two 
partieolars,  to  which  he  infreated  his  noble 
friend's  impiediate  attention.  The  fiiel 
respected  the  Treaty  with  Holland,  whtck' 
appeared  to  have  been  not  yet  concluded^ 
If  his  noble  friend  Could  repose  so  mucb 
oonfidence  in  the  French  stipulation  to 
abolish  the  Slave  Trade  after  five  years*  be 
might  be  inclined  to  adopt  the  same  priiH 
cf  pie  of  distant  execution  of  an  agreement 
to  abolish,  in  the  case  of  Holland  also,  ao4 
we  might  to  her  also  sgrreEider  a  greea 
colony,  which  the  would,  for  ive  yeer% 
be  at  liberty  to  eoltivaie  with  imported 
negroes.  He  enlarged  a  little  oo  tbia 
topic,  and  expressed  his  earnest  hopes  thai 
his  noble  friend  vrould  not  then  trust  to  any 
such  distant  speculation. '  The  second  pm^ 
tfcular  to  which  he  had  alluded  was  the 
dreadful  efihcts  which  would  follow  fWeoa 
fixing  any  certain  nuasber  of  years,  during 
which  the  Slave  Trade  was  te  go  on  wkh* 
out  limitation,  and  at  the  end  of  wbieli^  it 
was  declared  before- hand  that  it  abeald 
altogether  cease.  What  was  this,  biH  lor 
encourage  slave-traders  to  carry  oS,  moA 
planters  to  purchase,  as  vast  a  multttn4e  of 
slaves  as  possible,  while  the  opporttmii]^ 
of  carrying  off  or  of  purchasing  abeold 
continue. to  exist;  and  what  was  tliis^  in 
plain  terms,  but  a  premium  on  robbery 
and  murder  ?  what,  but  to  encourage  tbe 
desolating  fury  of  this  pest  of  society  to 
rac^e  with  tenfold  fury  ?  Welt  indeed,  €m 
a  similar  occasion,  had  a  passage  of  Hah^ 
Writ  been  applied,  and  with  a  most  charae* 
teristie  propriety  of  application  be^  in 
point  of  matter  and  of  manner--**  Wee, 
woe,  to  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  earth  ;  for 
the  devil  is  oome  down  in  great  wrath, 
knowing  that  his  time  is  short.'*  Bet  hia 
noble  friend,  Mr.  W.  was  peranade^ 
could  not  but  perceive  the  ihaal  cenoe-- 
quences  which  must  follow  firom  the  mi* 
mission  of  this  principle,  and  would  be  clad 
if  it  were  possible  to  admit  some  mo3ii« 
eation  of  it,  by  limiting  tbe  total  amonnt 
of  tonnage  which  should  be  aMowed>  or 
tbe  quantity  of  shipping,  or  the  nnmher 
of  slaves  which  should  be  licensed  to  be 
imported  into  each  particalar  colony. 
This,  Mr.  W.  repeated,  was  a  CMisidera^ 
tion  of  stUl  more  importance,  becMie  we 
had  also  surrendered  to  France  h<ir  former 
settlemenu  on  the  coast  of  ^Aiiriea.  Henea 
they  would  have  unrestrained  aeoeaa  ta- 
the  African  coaet,  and,  aktal  to  that  w^irf 
part  of  it  which  oar  measnlea  had  |ia|>^f 
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ciemptBdl  from  tba  ravtges  of  ibit  chmI 
traffic;  and  now^  jost  wb«o  Ibt  chioftmnt 
wert  boginBing  to  open  tbeir  oyot  to  their 
tme  intereete^-iPken  the  DfttiTee  were  be- 
^gioniitg  to  awaken  to  the  principles  of  a» 
innocent  and  peacefbl  industry,  all  was  to 
be  andone»  and  again  we  were  to  endea- 
vour to  call  forth  their  former  iavage  ap^ 
petiteii  and  practicet ;  again  to  tet  nation 
against  nation-— village  againflt  Tillage*^ 
^MBily. against  family.  When  he  consi- 
dered the  miseries  that  we  wtre  now  aboot 
Id  renew,  was  it  possible  to  regard  them 
without  the  deepest  emotions  of  sorrow  ? 
Stiil,  as  all  this  was  known  to  his  noble 
friend,  he  wonid  not  suppose  that  he  conid 
lightly»  or  withoot  what  appeared  to  him 
tl^  most  imperieos  and  almost  irresistible 
necessity,  set  his  hand  to  such  a  treaty. 
For  his  own  part,  indeed,  be  frankly  de« 
dared  no  consideration  could  haye  induced 
him  himself  to  consent  to  it,  because  it 
was  doing  evil  that  good  might  come ;  it 
was  sacrificing  an  imaiense  number  of  bu* 
man  beings,  in  a  supposed  hope,  that  at 
the  end  ef  a  given  period  we  should  ac* 
complish  our  object  with  the  general  con* 
sent  of  all  parties.  On  that  head,  Mr.  W. 
declared  he  had  ah-eady  said  he  scarcely 
durst  be  saoguioe.  Yet  was  there  one 
consideration,  one  animating  and  gratify- 
ing object,  on  which,  even  now,  1^  could 
look  with  great  and  unalloyed  pleasure ; 
lor  it  was  solacing  and  refreshing  to  the 
mind,  when  sickened  by  the  view  of  low 
pursuits  and  asercenary'  merests,  to  be 
cheered  by  an  ezbtbition  of  an  opposite 
sort— -to  contemplate  the  dtgnified  and  ge* 
iMrous  in  human  chsnraeter,  the  genhriand 
beneOcent  in  personariBllaenee.  He  had 
already  said  with  tru^h,  that  he  entertauH 
ed  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  principles 
of  the  king  of  Franco;  but  ho  was  now 
directing  bis  vie^  to  the  emperor  of  Rus- 
•ia«ra  man  whose  moral  sublimity  of  con- 
4«et  in  grand  and  trying  circumstances, 
even  more  than  Jlis  military  prowess,  had 
excited  a  hope  that  he  was  to  be  regarded 
SM  the  true  hero,  the  benefWcton  not  of 
£«iro|ie  only,  but  of  the  hoaaan  race.  For 
aorely,  Mr.  W.  exclaimed,  this  great  man 
would  never  debase  bis  character,  and 
blot  his  fsir  fame,  by  ihvom'ing  the  revival 
•f  a  traffic  of  tvaachery  and  blood.  Ra- 
ther, ho  trusted,  the  emperor  Alexander 
would  exert  himself  in  the  congress  which 
was  to  be  held,  in  securing,  if  passible, 
Ao  real  execntioD  of  the  imputation  for 
tfie  termination  of  the 'Slate  TVade  afler 
fifeyema.    Gladty,  Mr.  W,  uM,  conM 
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he  dwell  on  this  more  agroaaUe  prospedl' 
though,  afWr  all,*  he  darst  not  indnlgo 
soch  sanguine  hopes  of  the  real  .terminn* 
tion  of  the  Shive  IVade  hi  tve  years; 
His  noble  friend  must  allow  for  his  ex* 
treme  regret,  that  when  af  length,*  after  n 
laborious  contention  of  so  many  yeaiv^  ho 
had  seemed  to  himself  in  some  degree  tn 
possession  of  the  great  object  of  his  lilb— 
if  then,  when  the  cop  was  at  his  very  lips, 
it  was  rudely  d^hed  from  them,  for  a 
torm  of  years  at  least,  if  not  for  lever-^ 
heartily  did  he  wish,  that  he  might  here« 
afWr  appear  to  have  been  too  despondingi 
He  wooM  detain  the  House  no  longer ; 
but  he  felt  that  it  was  orgently  necessary 
to  say  what  he  had  done  without  the  least 
delay ;  and  again  he  must  press  on  hie 
noble  friend  most  stronsly  what  he  had 
already  urged,  conceramg  the  exireaM 
importance  of  applying  some  principlea 
of  limitation,  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying 
on  the  Slave  Trade,  to  prevent  the  dread- 
ful estent  to  which  it  must  otherwise  be 
carried,  during  the  five  blood  v  years,  from ' 
the  very  declaration  that  it  is  then  4o 
cease  for  ever.  Only  let  him  reflect  on 
the  dreadful  conseqoences  which  wonid  but 
too  soon  follow  from  the  Treaty  which  was 
then  before  them ;  and  let  them  eonsidef, 
how  cruelly  severe  was  the  fato  of  that 
unhappy  continent :  the  cessation  of  war 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  was  only  to 
renew  hostilities  of  a  stHI  more  cruel  an4 
desolating  character  on  the  unolKniding 
inhabiUtttiof  the  African  continent* 

Lord  emtltnof^  observed,  that,  in  point 
of  order,  he  might  decline  discussing  Ihie 
inieresttng  sub|^  on  the  present  oecasioni 
But  from  respect  to  his  hon.  friend,  who 
had  so  Immortally  distinguished  himself 
in  the  great  causo  which  he  had  under* 
taken,  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  h€ 
would  my  a  few  words  upon  it.  He  sin^ 
cerely  trusted  that,  ahhough  the  Treaty, 
as  it  regarded  the  abolition  of  that  trade, 
was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  his 
hon.  Mend's  approbation,  it  would  never- 
theless prove  a  powerful  instrument  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  greit  work  in 
which  bis  hon.  friend  had  4>een  so  strentl* 
oos  and  successful  a  labourer.  His  hon. 
friend's  Ihetfngs  were  perfectly  natural, 
and  he  hoped  that  in  bis  torn  his  hem* 
friend  would  do  him  (lord  C.)  the  ja». 
tice  to  recollect  that,  since  a  portion  of 
the  pubKe  authority  had  been  ptaeetl  in 
his  hands,  he  bad  not  shown  himself  un- 
mfndM  of  his  ^sty  on  the  stibiect.  As  t6 
the  extensfon  to  the  other  cededT  colonit'i 


Digitizecl  by 


Google 


106S]  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

of  the  principle  which  bad  accomfMUUMi 
ihe  ceMiont  to  Fraiic«|  it  moM  be  reool- 
Ucled,  fhit  in  Holland  the  deep  appre* 
hestiont  were  noi  to  be  found  which 
existed  in  ihe  mind  of  the^rench  nation 
with  respect  to  their  colonial  comoierce. 
Bot  e^en  as  far  as'  the  French  colonies 
were  concerned,  witboot  anticipating  the 
discnssion  on  the  subject,  he  copid  assure 
bis  hon.  friend,  that  be  acted  under  the 
strongest  instructions  from  government  at 
home,  to  make  every  possible  eSk^rt  to 
induce  France  to  relinquish  the  traffic; 
^nd  thtt,  if  be  had  relaxed  in  his  demands 
upon  that  poin^  it  was  because  he  thought 
that  to  relax  would  be  serviceable  to  the 
interests  of  the  catfse  itself;  and  that  to 
attempt  to  dictate  to  ihat  great  nation 
would  be  (he  most  injurious  course  that 
Could  be  pursued  with  respect  to  it  But 
although  France  was  not  bound  by  the 
Treaty  to  abolish  the  trade  until  after  a 
'ceruin  time,  be  did  not  despair  that  be^ 
fore  the  arrival  of  that  period,  at  whiqh 
the  prohibition  of  the  trade  would  bea>me 
mamlatory   on  her  subjects,  she  would, 

.  acting  on  a  hberal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy, mitigate  the  evils,' or  even  accelerate 
ihe  abanfbnment  of  the  traffic.  And  he 
was  convinced,  that  in  confiding  in  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  that  monarch 
who  (to  the  blessing  of  Europe)  now  exer- 
cited  a  paternal  sway  in  France,  that  he 
would  gradually  apply  those  means  which 
his  benevolence  would  suggest.  We  had 
acted  a  more  gracious  and  a  more  useful 
part,  than  if  we  had  ungenerously  made 
use  of  any  imperfect  influence  that  we 
might  possess,  to  force  France  to  pursue 

^  an  immediate  policy  repugnant  to  her 
views  of  her  own  interest.  With  respect 
to  the  cause  itoelf,  it  could  only  be  suc- 
cessful when  all  nations  should  cordially 
concur  in  the  abolition;  and  in  this  view, 
it  was  a  subject  of  pleasing  contemplation, 
that  France  had  determined  on  the  com- 
plete abolition  at  no  very  distant  day. 
He  could  also  assure  bis  hon.  friend,  that 
bis  own  wishes  to  see  the  abolition  com- 
plete and  universal,  were  not  more  ardent 
than  he  was  enabled  authoritatively  to 
state  were  the  wishes  of  the  empeior  of 
BuMia.  Such  were  also  the  feelings  of 
the  other  two  great  monarchs— the  em- 
peror of  Austria  and  the  king  of  Prussia. 
And  if  there  were  difficulties  in  other 
countries,  arising^ut  of  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances  of  their  condition ;  .it  was  no 
unimportant  consideratiool,  that  in  any 
future  congress  we  were  jure  of  the  sup- 
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port,  upon  this  subject  of  three  great 
powers  of  Europe. 
The  Treaty  was  then  laid  on  the  tmhk^ 
.  Lord  Ca$$jer€ttgk  moved,  thatit  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Friday 
se'oight. 

Lord  MiikM  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  the  obseri ations  which  had  been  mad* 
by  bis  hon.  friend  (Mr.  WUberforce),  and 
trusted  they  would  have  their  due  weighs. 
It  was  no  great  consolation  to  those  who 
were  lamenting  that  the  Slave  Trade  would 
still  be  carried  on  by  France,  to  be  tol^ 
that  the  emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria, 
and  the  kinff  of  Prussia,  none  of  wbos» 
suUects  oouul  carry  on  the  trade,  were 
dteirous  that  it  should  be  abolished.  He 
was  Amt  from  thinking  with  the  noble  lord, 
that  at  the  expiration  of  the  five  years 
France  would  with  great  facility  relin- 
quish this  abominable  traffic.  If  she  felt 
indisposed  to  abandon  it  at  a  time  wheQ 
she  reaped  no  commercial  advantage  from 
iu  existence,  what  would  be  her  disposi- 
tion when  the  extinct  comm^rce  of  her 
colonies  should  begin  to  revive  ?  He  wish^ 
ed  then  to  ask  the  noble  lord  and  his 
Miyesty^s  ministers,  whether  the  non-fak 
filment  on  the  part  of  France  of  the  articla 
in  the  Treaty,  respecting  the  Slave  Trade, 
would  be  considered  by  them  as  a  suffir 
cient  cause  for  war  with  France?  If  they 
did  not  so  that  length,  then  the  hopes  en- 
tertained by  the  friends  of  the  abolition 
were  worse  than  nothing,  and  they  were 
only  lolled  into  an  imaginary  security 
that  would  soon  be  completely  and  mise- 
rably dissipated. 

.  The  Treaty  was  tken  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  Friday  se'o- 
night« 

Coiif  Laws.]  The  CkmuxUor  of  tU 
Exckeqtiar  said,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
number  of  Petitiona  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  against  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  Com  Laws,  he  should 
move  to  refer  those  Petitions  to  the  consi-^ 
deration  of  a  select  committee,  with  the 
intention  and  hope,  that  if  the  committee 
could  make  their  report  in  doe  time,  some 
legislative  measure  might  be  founded 
upon  it  in  the  course  of  the  prtwaii  ses* 
sion ;  and  he  should  propese.that  it  be  a» 
instruction  to  the  committee,  to  examinp 
how  far  the  prices  fixed  by  the  44th  ot 
George  S^  for  regulating  the .  impUrtatioQ 
of  foreign  com,  were,  a  protection  lo  the 
growers  of  com  in .  this,  country ;  and  it 
not,  what  pKOTisions  were  in  their  jtidf^ 
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tnent  necessary,  io  order  to  secure  the  id* 
tef esis  of  igricuUare. 

On  tbe  motion  being  put  for  referring 
the  Petitions  to  a  committee,  ' 

"  Mr.  •  W.  Smith  observed,  tbat  be  had 
voted  for  the  proposition  made  on  the  first' 
agitation  of  the  sobject,  to  refer  the  consi- 
deration of  it  to  a  committee;  and  that 
his  reasons  were  tenfold  stronger  than 
tbey  were  at  that  period,  for  the  appoint- 
liient  of  a  committee.  If  he  opposed  the 
' «  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  there- 
fore, it  was  became  he  was  persuaded  that 
no  report  of  a  committee,  made  In  the  pre- 
sent seaion,  or  measure  founded  upon  such 
report,  would  hate  a  fair  chance  of  giving 
satisfactron  to  the  public:  Fully  per- 
suaded of  this,  and  fully  persuaded  also 
tbat  the  postponement  of  the  considera- 
tion of  tkkt  subject  to  another  session, 
would  be  no  serious  injury  to  any  class  of 
the  people,  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion.  Far,  however,  was  he  from 
doing  this  under  the  apprehension  that 
any  violence  would  be  suffered  by  tbe 
House,  or  by  any  individual  member,  in 
consequence  of  any  perseverance  in  the 
measures  which  they  might  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt.  He  had  presented  a 
petition  that  evening  agMnst  the  proposed 
aHeration,  signed  by  12,000  persons, 
7,000  of  whom  had  actoally  assembled  to 
prepare  it :  all  of  whom  felt  that  the  pro- 
jected measure  would  very  sensibly  and 
injuriously  affect  their  interests— but  this 
feeling  did  not  produce  any  riotous  or 
disorderly  conduct.  Tbey  behaved  them- 
selves in  the  most  correct  and  moderate 
manner;  lind  it  certainly  was  due  to 
those  who  had  so  demeaned  themselves^ 
to  pay  a  ptoper  attention  to  their  request, 
and  to  give  a  little  more  consideration  to 
the  subject  than  it  could  receive  in  the 
present  session.  Much  had  been  said  of 
the  means  taken  to  procure  petitions.  '  In 
the  populous  city,  which  he  represented 
(fforwich)  he  could  answer  for  the  fact, 
that  but  one  opinion  existed  oa  the  mea- 
sure which  had  been  introduced,  and  no 
means  whatever  were  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  the  expression  of  po- 
pular feeling.  He*  knew  tliat  persons  of 
all  parties  and  descriptions,  the  richest 
and  the  poorest,  the  best  and  the  worst 
iofomiBd,  those  wbo  were  the  most  Hke4y, 
and  tbose  who  were  the  least  likely,  to  be 
aActed  by  tbe  measure,  were  unanimously 
of  opinion,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
.c^ded  in  till  next  session  of  parliament- 
He  would  not  pledge  hiauelf  as  to  the 
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vote  he  should  give,  if  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  were  deferred—because  k 
was  impossible  to  foresee  tbe  nature  of 
tbe  prx>posttion  that  would  be  brought 
forward ;  but  they  now  had  it  in  their 
power  either  to  give  satisfaction  or  dissa* 
tisfaction  to  the  country  by  tbe  course 
they  adopted  ;  and  he  thought  it  was  tbe 
duty  of  tbat  House,  in  return  for  the  mo- 
deration displayed  by  the  people,  to  ai^ 
tend  to  their  representations. 

Mr.  ^esrem  said,  in  the  present  state^of 
tbe  public  mind,  the  motion  of  the  rjgbt 
hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  be  ,very 
proper.  Whether  the  committee  deter- 
mined that  a  Bill  should  be  introduced 
this  session,  or  tbat  it  should  be  postponed 
to  the  next,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed ;  in  tlie  hope  that  a  report  might 
be  made,  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  to 
the  country.  He  regretted  the  warm 
feelings  which  had  been  excited  among 
the  people,  in  consequence  of  the  erro- 
neous opinions  they  had  been  induced  to 
adopt;  and  he  coiild  not  help  saying, 
that  the  mode  in  which  the  question  bad 
been  discussed,  both  in  and  out  of  that 
House,  had  forced  \hem  into  the  situation 
in  which  they  at  present  stood.  The 
mode  to  which  be  alluded  was,  the  con- 
stant assumption,  as  an  incontrovertible 
principle,  that  the  system  recommended 
by  the  corn  committee  must  necessarily 
raise  the  price  of  bread.— That  assumption 
had  pervaded  the  whole  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mt.  kose),  whose 
entire  chain  of  reasoning  was  fotmded  on 
it.  Tbe  right  hon.  genUeman  must  feel, 
tbat  he  had  assumed  tbe  question  in  that 
way  which  best  suited  bis  own  argument. 
He  had  not  only  maintained,  that,  the 
measures  proposed  by  tbe  committee 
would  raise  tbe  price  of  bread  and  beer^ 
but  he  had  stated  the  exact  advance 
which  would  take  place  if  their  resolu- 
tions were  adopted.  Now  it  was  extra* 
ordinary,  that  a  gentleman  so  well  versed 
as  he  was-  in  the  com  laws  should  have 
argued  in  this  manner.  He  could  not 
deny,  that,  for  68  years;  during  which 
there  was  an  actual  prohibition  of  the  im- 
portation of  grain,  corn  was  cheaper  than 
it  bad  been  at  any  time  before  or  since. 
He  took  the  prices  from  tbe  pamphlet  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and,  comparing 
them  with  those  which  preceded  and  fol- 
lowed the  period  he  alluded  to,  found 
them  considerably  more  moderate  than 
either  the  one  or  tbe  other.  If  the  ques- 
tion were  to  be  debated  en  the  principle. 
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)th«l  DO  •ilwr  infeotioii  wiAei  but  that  of 
cuhtnciMg  the  price  of  ^om,  if  tooh  ta 
Idea  were  to  go  forth  to  the  cooatrj*  it 
immt  neceattrily  toflame  the  public  miad 
•««4rhile  every  moMure  that  tended  to  the 
pertecodoo  of  the  fanner  was  sure  lo  be 
popolar^-and  yet  socb  meaeoree  ever  had, 
«nd  ever  woold  have,  the  uUimate  effect 
oi  making  bread  dear.  Suppose  a  oiein* 
ber  coi  op  in  that  Hoote,  and  said.  "  I 
will  introduce  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  price 
«f  the  quartern  loaf  ever  eseoeding  §id. 
or  6dL"  A  more  popular  measure  than 
tbia  could  not  be  deviaed ;  but  those  who 
4»ppo8ed  ily  however  'juH  and  correct  Ibeir 
•rgtEMMnu  might  be»  would  immediaiely 
be  ooMored  by  the  unthinking  for  an  at- 
4tmpt  to  keep  op  the  price  cf  oera  and 
lweMl.«-Thera'  were  many  gentlemea  in 
ekat  Hooaa,  who  thought  that  a  free  trade 
Mght  to  exist  with  respect  to  graia ;  bot« 
if  tkty  were  to  converae  with  the  fMti- 
tatioiiefa  against  the  measure,  would  they 
te  ablo  to  pers«ade  Ibem,  that  the  ecpor- 
iatioo  of  corn  would  tend  to  make  it 
cheap f  Certainly  they  wooM  not;  fsr 
(he  subject  waa  better  calculated  to  exci»e 
prejudice  and  passion,  than  to  elicit  calm 
raasoniog.  Bnt,  when  it  was  abeohitely 
proved*  that,  for  68  years,  during  whsch 
tkportatioQ  was  allowed  and  importation 
forbidden,  the  price  of  com  was  lower 
than  at  any  former  or  subsequent  periodt 
bow  oaald  it  be  argued,  that  the  measures 
fwoposed  by  the  oomiatttee  would  have 
the  efiect  of  always  keeping  up  grain  as 
high  ae  the  importing  price  ?  Ho  hoped 
Hw  committee,  if  the  Hovse  agreed  to  the 
motion,  woald  not  be  formal  of  those 
membm  who  were  appointed  on  dm  tost. 
it  woaM,  he  thought,  bo  more  agreeable 
to  the  feelings  of  all  parties,  if  the  com* 
anilteo  were  entirely  new.-^He  iras  co»> 
▼inced,  the  more  the  <|aestioa  wm  dia- 
cassad,  the  more  it  woold  be  lisand  that 
the  resohitiens  which  the  ibraser  cam** 
aftfttee  had  agreed  lo,  were  calcaiatad  to 
cesrfttoe  to  the  geaeral  %eaefit  of  the 
ooanilry.  Those  who  supported  the  aU 
aeratioiis  in  the  eanstiiig  law  were  chargMl 
with  not  having  sofficteatly  investigated 
eke  sabjeot.  and  with  net  having  laid  the 
«eoes.«ry  iafbrmation  before  the  Htiase. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  tbe  iii- 
formation  necessary  to  guide  the  legiala- 
tore  ott*  a  subject  of  this  sort,  was  not  very 
Ostensive.  iif  the  House  were  of  opinion 
that  they  ought  to  give  some  protection  to 
the  agricaltural  iaterest,  be  knew  not  how 
Ifaey  could  detarmiaa  what  that  proHctioB 
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cm^  to  be,  except  by  jnEaariaiag  tha 
prices  of  com  for  a  certain  time.  11^  for 
instance,  they  selected  a  space  of  20  yaan, 
and  ezamin^  the  price  of  com,  and  ita 
effi^ts  op  the  geaeral  prosperity  of  tha 
empire,  for  that  time ;  this,  he  conceiTod, 
was  the  true  way  of  formin|[  a  jadgoaant 
as  to  what  the  protecting  price  oaghft  to 
be. 

Mr.  D.  Brxnme  spoke  ia  fovaar  af 
graatiag  a  fair  protection  to  tha  agrioaK 
tiwal  interest.  It  had  been  argned,  kf 
those  who  opposed  an  alteration  in  tlia 
com  laws,  Ibiif  if  the  farmer  were  diaaa* 
tisied  with*  his  pro6ts,  he  might  expend 
his  capital  on  some  other  o^ect.  This 
was  the  worst  argument  that  could  ba 
need — such  a  system  vroold  hate  tha  a€- 
foct  of  changing  the  agrieakaral,  sMo  am- 
nufoeturing.  labourenn— which,  in  his  api* 
Bioss  woold  ba  most  prf|adtcial  to  tiia 
country.  He  wooUl  not  say,  that  maan- 
factures  had  been  carried  too  far,  hot  ha 
thought  they  had  been  carried  qutia  for 
eaoogh.  Every  class  in  the  coaatry,  ao 
mat(er  ^  what  descriptioa,  taatead  af  op- 
posing, ought  to  onita  in  protecting  taa 
interests  of  agricoHura. 

Mr.  iiess  said,  when  an  bon.  friand  af 
his  (Mr.  Bankes)  made  a  mottoa,  on  a 
former  night,  that  a  committee  ahoold  ba 
appelated  for  tha  purpasa  of  enqoiring 
whether  any  inconvenience  woald  be  eaf* 
fared  by  the  public*  if  no  measure  were 
adapted  on  tha  eofajoct  of  the  com  laws 
durmg  the  praseat  aeaslon.  he  cheerfolly 
coBComed  in  tt«««becaase  on  that  point,  he 
wished  tha  Hoosa  to  be  satisfied.  But  to 
the  aMtioa  |U8t  tohmttted  to  the  Hoaae  by 
his  right  bon.  Itiesid,  ha  had  aa  tnsaper- 
aMe  t^'^ectioiH^for  he  did  not  th'mk  it  was 
possible  that  tbe  committee  could  so  in* 
▼esttgate  the  suMect,  as  to  pn>dnce  a  saisa- 
factary  report  wtthin  the  period  to  which 
the  right  hao»  gentleman  had  alloded. 
It  ooaki  not  be  so  easily  examined  as  tha 
boo.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)  veesKd  to 
imagine.  The  arduous  and  dtttcalt  poiat 
to  be  discatsed  was,  what  the  protecting 
prica  should  be ;  and,  when  it  was  recol- 
lected, thai  on  this  part  of  Ibe  aobjoct  no 
less  than  seven  or  erght  sets  of  propositioas 
had  beea  drawn  up»  it  was  very  evidaat 
that  it  woaM  not  ha  speadtly  adjusted. 
The  hoa.  gentleman  had  abeervad,  that  it 
only  reqnired  the  at^etage  pricea  of  cam 
for  this  last  20  years  to  gaida  the  ceaa- 
aitttee  in  their  decisioo-^nit  there  were . 
so  many  interests  connected  with  tha  eai>- 
ject,  tiMt  the  committoa  coald  nag 
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sifltently  with  ibeir  .dQty»  confioe  them- 
selves to  80  <:ontracted  ^n  examination. 

Mr.  Watem  replied,  and  insisted  that, 
on  former  occasions,  when  the  importation 
price  Was'highest,  the. market  price  of  corn 
was  lowest. 

Mr»  Ldon^  ffeVaky  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  the  motion.  He  hoped  the, 
committee  would  inform  themselves  com- 
pletely of  the  losses  which  the  farmers 
were  now  sustaining.  That  useful  and 
nseritoriotts  class  of  men  were  at  present 
placed  in  a  situation  9f  great  difficulty, 
from  which  it  was  most  advisable  that  no 
time  should  be,  lost  in  extricating  them. 
He  had  given  his  support  to  the  measure 
introduced  for  altering  the  corn  laws,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  would  bear  less 
severely  on  the  lower  classes,  than  those 
propositions,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
evils  produced  by  delay,  they  ,  might 
hereafter  be  called  on  to  entertain.  With 
respect  to  the  clamour  out  of  doors,  he 
felt  it  a  heavy  misfortune,  that  any  man» 
standing  in  bis  situation,  should  be  ac- 
cused of  acting  from  sordid  motives;  yet 
such  was  the  charge  advanced  against 
them.  It  was  said,  that  the  object  of  the 
great  landed  proprietors  was,  to  keep  up 
exorbitant  rents.  But  wh^n  the  House 
were  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
farmer,  he  would  pledge  his  existence,  it 
would  be  seen,  that  the  rents  bore  jio  pro- 
portion to  tbe  heavy  taxes  they  were 
obliged  .  to  pay.  If  this  should  be  the 
,case,  he  trusted  the  right  hon.  gentleman 

{Mr.  Rose)  would,  in  his  candour,  come 
brward  and  declare,  that  he  was  mistaken 
in  his  statement  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Roic  utterly  and  absolutely  denied 
that  he  had  ever  made  any  accusation,  or 
used  any  expression,  that  even  tended  to 
cast  a  reproach  on  the  landed  proprietors. 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  of  the  hon. 

fentleman,  who  spoke  with  so  much  con- 
dence,  when  and  where  this  accusation 
was  made. 

Mr,  L^ng  WelUsky  said,  the  right  hon. 

gent.'  had  observed,  in  his  pamphlet,  that 

«o  advantage  would  be  derived  by  the 

-landed  proprietors  from  the  measure— <-and 

he  believed  he  used  the  same  language  in. 

that  House.     If  his  ears  had  not  deceived 

Jiini,  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 

the  consequence  of  the  measure  would  be, 

to  keep  up  exorbitant  rents — an  expression 

which  Was  also  contained  in  his  pamphlet. 

.Now,  he  was  convinced  tbe  rents  were  not 

(exorbitant;     and*   if  he  were  examined 

beipie  the  committee,  he  would  prove  it» 

(VOL.XXVIL). 


Mr.  Rate  desired  the  bon.  gentleman  to 
point  out  any  passage  in  the  pamphlet  that 
bore  him  out  in  the  assertion  he  had  made., 
It  was  true,  the  expression  "  exorbitant 
rents"  was  there — PHear,  hear,  from  Mr. 
Wellesley.]— He  (Mr.  Rose)  wished  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  would  hear  him.  Those 
words  were  not  given  as  his — they  were  in 
the  mouth  of  Mr.  Curwen,  one  of  the 
greatest  agriculturists  of  the  country.  The 
hon.  gentleman  ought  to  have  read  the 
speech  a  little  more  attentively,  before  he 
made  any  observation  on  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  was  sorry  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  present  commentary  had  not 
accompanied  the  publication  of  his 
pamphlet ;  if  it  had,  it  would  have  pre- 
vented a  very  general  misconception  which, 
had  existed.  He  did  not  impute  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  an  intention  to  bring 
^  direct  charge  against  the  landholders^ 
that  their  only  object  was  to  raise  their 
rents,  or  keep  up  exorbitant  rents,  at  the 
expence  of  the  poor ;  or  against  the  gen- 
tlemen who  promoted  tbe  measure  pro- 
posed, thfit  their  only  object  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  bread ;  but  this  was  the 
inference  that  had  been  drawn,  and  not 
very  unnaturally  drawn,  from  certain  pas- 
sages in  his  pamphlet,  by  great  numbers 
of  people.  Had  it  not  been  for  arguments 
like  these,  the  number  of  petitions  on  the 
table  would  have  been  greatly  diminished. 
He  rose  chiefly,  having  formerly  voted 
against  the  committee  proposed  by  an 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes),  and  mean- 
ing now  to  vote  for  the  committee  pro- 
posed by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  explain  the  motives  of  his  conduct^ 
He  hoped  he  was  incapable  of  having  his 
mind  biassed,  in  the  slightest  degree  what- 
ever, by  any  popular  clamour.  He  was 
convinced  that  no  person  in  that  House 
was  capable  of  being  so  biassed.  They 
would  very  ill  discharge  their  duty  to  tbe 
people,  if  they  were  induced  by  any  con- 
sideration to  act  contrary  to  their  deliberate 
opinion  in  a  matter  in  which  the  interest 
of  tbe  people  was  so  deeply  concerned. 
And  in  this  question,  of  all  others,  the 
people  were  the  most  apt  to  be  misled  by 
their  passions,  and  the  false  reasoning  beld 
out  to  them.  But  he  thought  it  also  the 
duty  of  tbe  legislature  to  carry  with  them» 
if  possible,  th^  opinion  of  the  people; 
being  convinced,  that  no  measure  could 
be  carried  int6  beneficial  execution,  unless 
tbe  opinion  of  the  people  went  along  with 
it.  He  had  voted  against  the  committee 
formerly^  proposed,    becaqse   he  imder- 
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6t6qd  the  object  6f  iti6  be,  to  iftfonn  Ibe 
Houie ;  Imd  he  was  of  t>pimoin,  thkt  rtite 
great  majority  iX  the  House  wtM  abreadjr^' 
aofficiently  informed  on  ^be  tubject.  .He 
▼oted  for  the  present  eommitt^e,  because 
the  object  was  to  infbfm  tbe  public;  aftd 
80  thoroughly  was  he  convinced  thai  tbe 
tendency  of  this  meastire  was  the  nsterte 
of  what  was  wpposed,  ^t  it  tetided  to 
cheapen  bread  to  the  poor,  that  he  thoitght 
the  more  it  Mras  discossed  the  better.  He 
had  no  doubt  that,  if  it  were  disctissed 
fully/  but  di^paasionately ,  without  the  in* 
troduction,  even  through  inadvertence,  t>f 
expressions  calculated  to  mislead  and  id- 
ilame,  it  would  appear,  to  the  enth%  satls^ 
faction  of  every  individual  in  the  country, 
to  be  established  not  only  by  just  rea- 
aoning,  but  by  the  yet  h)ore  unerring 
test  of  experience,  that  the  measures  J( 
regulation  formerly  so  long  and  i^o  aoc- 
cessfiiity  atlopted,  ^nd  now  again  pro- 

Kwed,  ,are  directly  calculated  to  www 
e  price  of  bread  to  the  poor,  to  aecure  to 
fhe  labourerti  constant  and  plerttifulsupply, 
to  adtadce  the  interest  of  the  manmac- 
turer,  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  die 
landholder,  and  consequently  of  the  whole 
Community. 

Mr.  Preit(m  Wat  of  opinion,  ihat  the 
landed  interest  ought  to  be  icept  ut  %  fiotr 
par  with  the  other  branches  of  die  ctfm- 
tnonity..  h  was  impossible  that  the  prices 
of  agricultural  produce,  and  the  rent  of 
land,  could  Vail  to  what  they  were  before 
the  war,  while  every  other  atttcle  had  rus- 
larned  a  proportionable  increase.  The 
grower  of  com  ought  to  have  such  encou- 
ragement as  to  induce  him  to  rane  the 
•upply  of  food  necessary  for  th^consump- 
lion  of  the  Country ;  and  it  was  wtll  ascer- 
tained, that  this  errantry  could  grow  a 
■uificiency  cf  com  for  its  own  subsidence. 
Sir  Charlet  BufrelUM,  itivas  ibcmnbent 
dn  the  legislature  of  a  great  cbuntry  tike 
Ibis,  ta  take  equal  care  of  the  intereais  of 
mil  classes  of  individual^.  A  cl^ttnour,  m 
many  instances  certainly  rery  unnedessalry, 
liad  been  raised  agaiiist  the  measure  before 
the  House ;  but  if  the  amount  of  the  tat'xes 
and  burdens  on  agriculture  were  fairly 
taken  into  consideration,  that  clamour  he 
tiad  no  doubt  would  be  done  away.  The 
"mssessed  taxes,  property  tax,  and  'poor's 
rates,  no  doubt,  weighed  on  all  classes  of 
the  community;  but  there  were  some 
taxes  which  were  borne  exclusively  by 
the  agricultural  class,  and  were  direct 
taxes  on  husbandry.  The  tax  on  bus- 
'baadry  torses  was  of  this  docrlplioo,  and 


was  most  lopprteit^  HI  lis  %|>ei%itoiK  Vto 
Ux  on ttSiH  w«s an  irtdiMetcint oti  agKictal* 
twre ;  and  i«s  operation  on  ^  wna  c%m 
tomre  siefv«fe  than  the  propvrty  tmu  It 
wais  bn(nigh>  forward  as  «i  wwr  «ak  i^  ; 
^itt ;  and  be  believed  the  tax ' 
heavier  than  the  ^alue  «if  thu  pr^Auca'^n 
which  it  was  laid.  Whife  all  th^sa  iO^ 
cufnstances  Weighed  on  fhe  Afttitr,  it  wm 
impossible  for  hrm  to«fibrd  ptodaee  «t^h» 
pTi^  which  it  bore  before  ib^  Wttr.  -fl^ 
hoped  that  in  the  to^se  of  the  < 
matters  would  bis  considtned  IsiHy, 
that  s;etnlemen  wo!uM  wot  attdw  %' 
to  be  led  tfway  by  n  mkk  ^laMMr  «  a 
tempot^y  popullMil|y« 

Lord  A.  HatnHmm  appreheikM 
any  discussion  upon  the  »e«suf« 
now  be  super^uens.  He  feH  bteaelf  i 
bound  to  'op|DOse  nie  c^mvnTUft^  ttccsmitt 
he  considered  that  no  effective  -tasawisa 
could  resuH  from  their  hibotfts,  «nd  te 
carried  through  pirYiament,  'dariifg  CiMi 
present  session.  The  ceminlttee  wo«M 
hate  to  orftet  diffHtfrtt  persons  t»  snassd 
upon  thetti  fer  le^tamMslion^  and  'SO  €M0r 
on  diRrent  enquh'tea.  In  whut  tine,  ci^ 
he  wouM  t(sk,  couM  it  be  imppoMA  «6 
finish  its  Isbvurs  ?  Not,  sumy,  at  ttfe 
very  so^onest,  in  less  than  ihtme 
The  dhrcuwion  of  the  tttaaawewiy^^ 
labours  might  give  1^  to,  w*s«M,  at  tart^ 
take  up  diree  wec4ts  trr  a  ttMtli  aswe; 
and  at  die  end  «f  Jully,they'wottld  lna^Ma 
to  send  opti  Bill  to  the  House  of  Lonia. 
The  House  was  in  sottie  degi%a  In  m, 
awkward  situation.  He  lAifs^d  bo'aony^a 
encourage  die  ntftitm,  diat  tbeHoaae  %mi 
been  determined  eidier  by  Hie  nattabsr 
of  |ietitions,  or  the  ttamour  ^oait^  4tnr% 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  cauM  tut  emh 
^nt  to  vote  for  a  pfOposHiwi  wllfcii  lia 
consideredas hopeless fbribe'eb^eit^  mHA 
ft  bad  in  view.  His  fortaar 'inderstamiisg 
of  this  matter  was,  dtat  die  inreasdv^  ^w«a  ID 
be  fyut  '€ftt  to  next  "session,  bat  be  iMr  ^Sife* 
derstood  that  something  was  expet^^  ak> 
be  carried  dn-oogh  in  the  ffreaetft.  B^hr% 
he  couid  mslke  ap  bis  itfMl  as  to-iariat 
might  be  considered  a  fair  uiiuutiwumMiJii 
to  tbe  agtii^ltiirist,  he  diotfld'wisli  ta  hsMr 
kotoething  (Votn  the  i^t  iibn,  gamsleuil 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdteqaerjre^poa*- 
htg  the  duratttm  of  the  war  tasM»  snd  ffm^ 
petty  tax,  s(nd  the  period  «t 
might  expect  to  see -our  cuvrm^  i 
to  Ita  former  stato.  The  law,  aa  vt  ^ 
stood,  would  pls(ce  die  t;ooiiiry4ii  «  ^ 
ferent  situatiun  in  thia  fespaiDt  In  li% 
couna  of  a  fs^inMitftt. 
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iiiat  mbeiW«iy  b«iiibiiv«  would  v  ivoiiUl 
90l  follow^  Um  kboiiri^  ^  tbt  «099,«>iU^ 
4ilriiHir  ^  ^fieMiii  s«fl«i<MK  Tb#y  OtgMi 
U  wAil  for  tb^  report)  of  t)ie  oomiiMltei 
bofbft  (iooidiiig  n^om  Ums  |mmii%  Fov  ib« 
>iOtQcii«i^  of  gpiir  agDicuUiirfv  H  wohM  k^ 
MM^mvty  tbol  a  BUi^^ow^  bod  oc  olhtc 
thomU  bo  pa«4e(}.  But  be  M  aot  tbiiik  it 
]pK»b«ble  tboi  tbe  rtport^  of  ib«  oonmiUto 
wooU  bo  Uid  hofor^thieoi^  vo  tiipe  to  tdoftU 
of  a  Bill  b«iog  oKriodtbroogb  boib  Ho^MOf 
of  Par&i«oieiii  during  thq  preiont  soworu 

Mf .  Utm^  Thamtm  ob^trvodA  tbot^  Mio 
wovda  of  tbo  m^^u  wove  oer^oiiBLy  ofioo 
10  tbo  ob^ervotiolM  of  Ibo  ^obU  lord  bo- 
bM  bm  (loi4  A.  HomiUoo)*  Tbo  cooi*- 
■EMMoe  wore  nqtoojiy  lo  ropori  fa«io  aii4  lo 
deUfor  o^ioMh  bi)ii  to  iostroct  tbo  Hwne 
what  BiU  oogbt  aftevwoida  lo  bo  btoiigbt 
IB*  Tboy  wove  lo  itato  to  ibi  Hooae  w^ 
ihoy  ooaaidorod  aa  a  fair  protoc^ioa  to  agiW 
ooliwo,  and  wbol  maatufoa  wore  likely  to 
'load  (0  iu  foloro  oiiMKiaioa4  THa  Hooae 
ongbi  001  to  doWfoitt  00  ioiportaoi  a  ttoat 
to  a  coputtitioo  of  tboir  oninW)  a«  tboie 
.^aa  1^  iodividoal  wbo  waa  not  alieody 
p^dgod  to  one  side  or  Um  oihor*  Tbe 
coiotaiitieo  oogbtratbar  lo  ait  for  tbo  por- 
poBO  of  ioforming^  tboio  more  fuUy  on  dif- 
ftrent  pointy  wbiob  at  ppoMWt  re(|oire 
oluoidation ;  and  tbo  meaaoro  oogbt  to  he 
pot  off  for  anoiber  aastiom 

Mr.  PMlifu  aaid,  if  tbe  ooaimitteo  was 
Wf  roly  to  diroci  iw  alteotioD  to  tbo  acale 
f tigiilatiog  tbo  doty  on  importation,  be 
vaould  cortaittly  oppo«e  it.  Ho  thought 
lie  danger*  wbiob  were  apprebendod  froip 
a  freetrodo  were  aitogather  withoat  fbonda- 
4100.  Tbi«  Gooiury  waa  aoppliod  with  ipoat 
naoofacturoff  cheaper  than  aoy  other ;  the 
Ogricttlturiat  waa  not  therefore  plaeed  in  a 
4iiaadvaotageou9  «itoation#  ia  comparison 
with  tbe  com^growora  of  other  cooptries. 
It  w^a  aaidt  that  a  free  trade  would  draw 
oapital  from  agricoUare  to  eommerce; 
but  the  accumulationa  of  commerce  had  a 
nataral  tondeocy  (o  nak  that  aecority  in 
land  wbiob  land  alone  could  aflS>rd  them. 
Laod  derived  tbo  greateat  banafit  from 
commerce.  They  bad  aa  yet  no  informa- 
tion aa  to  tbe  atate  of  prices  op  the  cooti- 
nent.r  Tbey  ooght  to  koow  whetbor  we 
.  ooold  boar  foreign  competitioo  in  oar  own 
jDarketi.  Etop  at  the  preaant  momanft  the 
Jriab  importor  could  more  tbati  brave  fo- 
migo  competitioi  lifra;  for  be  could  a^d 
.4o  aell  C0M1  ohoapar  tbao  wo  ooiild  import 
it  froao^fiaat^ic^  HNpborgb*  Md  Sooifs* 


borg*  Not«i4bat>aD4iog  tbo  larga^  impoo* 
taliooa  from  Irotaj^  tbo  agri<;.olturo  of  tbia 
cooAtry  bad  oootiooed  to  flooriab.  Thoy 
had  lately  passod  a  Sill  fbf  allowmg  a 
freedom  of  enporMioo*  This  implied* 
tbat  tbo  foroiora  of  this  qoootry  powoased 
tbe  power  ofbooringcompotUion  in  foreigo 
aaarkfto.  Yot  by  tbo  BULoow  be^e  the 
Hooao  iA  wai  impliedi  tbait  our  ferotofa 
eoold  001  boac  ibreigi>  Qompotitioo  in  oor 
owo  aaorkeia.  The  Ic tab  had  f^ocoUar  ad* 
vaotogoa  over  tbo  oativea  of  this  ooootry: 
tboy  bad  00  iMoafMhtax  and  oopoors-ratoi. 
Ooo  woold  thiok>  tberefbre»  thai  permiV 
ykh%  iaaportalioo  from  Irelaod  woold  ruin 
toe  agrioolHu'o  of  Greal  Britain ;  but  yel 
it  waa  foQod  that  ooi  agficulturo  had  been 
goiog  on  regularly  inoreoaiog.  He  ooold 
oat  tbiok  that  thia  limitatioQ  oow  wtabod, 
for  woold  bo  uUimately  advantageoua  to 
tbo  landed  intoff^t ;  far  if  a  free  uado  in 
grain  wavo  to  bo  alkiwodt  it  wooM  lead  lo 
ao  improvemeiit  of  oar  goaeral  eommeaof  • 
Thia  iooroan  of  coaaaaerco  would  giToriao 
to  an  ioorei^  of  natiooal  wealth,  and  con* 
ao^oently  ao  iocHaaoof  popolation*  wbioh 
in  the  end  w<Hdd  afford  an  additional  en- 
eooragement  to  agrioubure.  Thia  freo 
trade  wootd»  thareibre,  in  roalityi  be  moit 
bonefieial  to  tbo  landed  intoreat.  Where 
the  efiNta  of  cpmmeroo  wore  moat  aeon  in 
Ibia  country,  there  tb#  ronta  of  land  would 
bo  found  higher  than  any  where  else.  It 
bad  beep  aaid»  that  it  was  of  importanoe 
to  us  to  have  an  independent  fsupply  of 
grain.  But  could  any  other  country  be 
averao  to  aending  corn  to  the  country 
which  abounded  mostinjcapite),  and  whieb 
posaessed  the  moat  valuable  articlaa  for  ro« 
turning  cargoes  ?  Whenever  this  country 
wonted  com,  it  bad  always  been  supplied 
wi|h  it,  notwithstanding  that  most  extra- 
ordinary confederacy  which  we  had  lately 
witnessed.  But  nothing  cookl  be  more 
ill -judged,  than  to  prevent  an  extension  of 
trade  for  the  sake  of  an  apprehension  of  a 
maaaore  which,  under  cireumstancoa  tbe 
most  favourable  for  aoeb  an  object,  never 
could  be  accompliabed.  A  great  panic 
bad  certainly  seised  the  agricultural  pari 
of  the  community,  and  a  panic  bad  alao 
seiaed  the  commercial  part.  Commerce, 
as  might  have  been  foreseen  on  .the  con- 
clusion of  a  peace,  waa  seeking  out  new 
channels,  which  occasioned  considerable 
embarrassneot  in  trade.  They  were  not, 
however,  on  that  account  to  endef^our  to 
keep  op  the  prices  of  our  manu^tures; 
yet  by  a  parity  ofreasoning,  manufactorei 
wero  aa  well  entitled  to  snob  asfiatinco  aa 
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grain  was.  For  tbeie  reasons,  he  should 
be  fflad  to  vote  for  a  coitamittee,  if  it  were 
to  sit  noerely  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing' 
them  with  information  on  Che  subject,  and 
not  to  come  to  any  decision  itself.     . 

Mr.  Huskiison  sbid,  every  subject  al- 
luded to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  would,  as 
the  motion  was  shaped,  come  before  the 
committee ;  for  the  first  reference  to  that 
committee  was,  that  of  all  the  petiiions  on 
the  table  on  the  subject  of  the  com  laws. 
In  some  of  these  petitions  the  freedom  of 
trade  was  surely  introduced.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
give  bis  vote  for  the  committee.  He  would 
state  the  reasons  why  he  supported  the 
present  motion  for  a  committee,  though  he 
objected  to  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee on  a^  former  occasion.  He  believed 
now,  as  he  did  then,  that  there  was  no  pro- 
bability of  any  importation  of  corn  into 
this  country  before  the  next  harvest.  The 
only  circumstance  which  varied  his  view 
was,  that  of  the  number  of  petitions  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  House^  The 
views  of  the^e  petitioners,  even  if  founded 
in  misrepresentation,  aUhough  they  ought 
not  to  induce  any  member  to  do  that  which 
he  was  not  convinced  was  just  and  proper, 
were  still  entitled  to  the  most  respectful 
consideration  of  the  House.  Although  the 
petitions  were  in  many  instances  the  re- 
sult of  malevolent  and  mistaken  appeals  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  they  ought  K> 
be  met  by  temperate  inquiry  and  the  fullest 
investigation.  The  circumstance  of  such 
a  number  of  petitions,  therefore,  afforded 
a  ground  for  those  who  were  favourable  to 
the  measure,  to  support  the  present  in- 
quiry ;  for  the  object  of  these  petitions 
was,  not  to  make  any  ^alteration  in  the 
com  laws,  or  to  make  no  alteration  in 
them  without  further  inquiry.  With  re- 
spect to  the  encouragement  which  ought 
to  be  afforded  to  the  farmer,  it  should  be 
considered,  that  there  was  now  a  great  di- 
minution in  the  value  of  money ;  and  that 
the  capital  necessary  for  carrying  on  of 
(arming  operations  must  now  be  double  to 
what  it  was  before  the  war.  The  noble 
lord  (lord  A.  Hamilton)  deceived  him^ielf, 
therefore,  if  he  thought  that  things  could 
return  to  what  they  were  before  the  war. 
This  was  one  of  the  mo^t  dangerous  errors 
that  could  be  entertained.  What  was 
likely  to  be  the  permanent  charge  of  this 
country  now  that  the  war  was  at  an  end? 
The^wbOle  expences  of  this  country,  in- 
cluding all  our  establishments  before  the 
war,  only  amounted  to  16  millions.    He 
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could  not  anticipate  what  part  of  our  pre- 
sent establishments  would  be  now  kept  up  ; 
but  whatever  they  might  be,  he  believed 
that  our  peace-establishment  must  entail 
on  ds  a  permanent  charge  of  nearer  OO  than 
50  millions.  Would  this  produce  no  altera- 
tion in  the  money  value  of  articles  t  Wbca 
gentlemen  talked  of  the  increased  price 
of  bread,  was  not  every  thing  else  raised 
in  proportion ;  and  that  not  in  cooae-^ 
quence  of  the  high  price  of  bread,  but  ibe 
amount  of  taxation  ?  It  was  impossible  for 
the  country  to  return  to  the  prices  before 
the  war.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
obvious  remedy  was,  to  lower  the  reotc 
He  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  a  IsumI- 
holder,  and  he  had  no  interest  but  that  of 
the  public  in  general  in  view.  The  pro- 
portion of  the  gross  pr<K;eed  of  land,  whick 
now  came  to  the  landlord,  however  it 
might  be  rcfpresented  in  money,  was  now 
much  less  than  what  it  was  in  1792.  Pre- 
vious to  the  war,  in  a  farm  of  moderate  ex- 
tent, the  farmer  considered  himself  re- 
quited if  he  made  three  rents  from  it.  But 
it  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  such  a  farm 
now  that  the  farmer  should  make  at  least 
five  rents  to  be  enabled  to  go  onl  If  eveQ 
the  whole  rental  of  the  country  were  re- 
mitted, it  would  be  impossible  to  return  to 
the  prices  before  the  war.  He  was  not 
afraid  to  declare,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  must  not  expect,  be  the  law  on 
the  subject  what  it  may,  that,  with  o«r 
burthens,  the  price  of  bread  can  ever  be 
less  than  double  what  it  was  before  the 
war.  With  respect  to  the  next  harvest,  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  and  he 
trusted  that  it  would  be  as  plentiful  as  the 
last ;  but  in  the  year  following  this,  the 
farmer  ought  to  know  what  chances  he 
had  of  being  protected  or  ruined  in  tbe 
enterprizes  in  which  he  was  engaged. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  to  satisfy  the  op- 
ponents of  the  measure,  and  also  to  give 
hopes  to  the  agriculturist,  he  thought  it 
would  be  desirable  to  proceed  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Broadhead  saw  no  occasion  for  any 
interference  to  protect  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. Competition  caused  tbe  manufiac- 
turer  to  send  his  articles  into  the  market  at 
the  lowest  rate;  but  there  was  no  such 
cause  that  operated  on  the  landhblder* 

Colonel  Wood,  having  presented  a  petH 
tion  against  the  Bill  on  this  subject  now 
before  the  House,  from  a  large  body  of 
manufacturers  employed  in  the  iron  trade« 
in  Wales,  wtphed  to  state  why  he  assented 
to  the  motion  for  the  sppoinUneiit  of  • 
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commiUee,.  He  did  80«  not  from  any  de* 
sire  that  thetr  labours  might  be  unavaiiinff, 
nor  from  any  expectation  that  they  woold 
recommend  any  thing  like  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House;  hat,  if  the  oommiltee 
should,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  re- 
commend ^ny  sQCh  meaisure  for  the  adop- 
tion of  parliament,  he  was  satisfied  it 
would  be  much  more  palatable  coming 
from  a  committee  so  appointed,  than  it 
would  be,  if  to  be  passed  by  the  House, 
with  no  information  on  the  subject  besides 
that  which  they  now  possessed.  He 
thought  there  was  no  protection  necessary, 
for  the  grower  of  corn ;  but  if  there  mttst 
be  some  protection  afforded  to  him,  let  it 
be  on  those  kinds  of  grain  from  which 
bread  was  not  produced.  Let  there  be  a 
total  prohibition  as  to  the  importation  of 
barley  and  oats;  and  as  to  wheat,  only 
when  it  reached  a  particular  price. 

Sir  W'  Curiis  was  sorry  to  bear  invidious 
comparisons  between  the  manufacturing 
and  the  agricultural  interests.  He  thought 
they  >vere  best  supported  when  the  two 
stood  together.  He  thought  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  a  very  salutary  pro- 
position,^nd  felt  regret  that  the  House  had 
proceeded  to  such  a  length  in  the  Bill  now 
before  them,  without  having  availed  them- 
selves of  the  information  which  they  were 
thence  likely  toderive.  Why  should  they 
now  be  pretending  to  legislate,  without 
knowing  what  the  real  price  of  any  one 
thing  which  they  purposed  to  regulate, 
was? 

Mr.  Cammg  heartily  concurred  in  the 
i»  view  of  the  matter  taken  by  the  worthy 
baronet  (Curtis).  If  the  proposition  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  was  meant  to  serve  as  aiiT  in- 
strument for  ultimately  expediting  the 
Bill  now  before  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) should  vote  against  the  appointment 
of  a  committee ;  though  he  confessed  he 
should  feel  greatly  embarrassed  in  doing 
so ;  as  it  must  appear  strange  out  of  doors, 
that  with  such  a  mass  of  petitions  on  their 
table,  asking  of  them  not  to  proceed  with- 
out farther  information  on  the  subject, 
they  should  wish  to  shut  their  eyes 
against  such  information  as  they  could 
obtain.  After  the  explanation,  however, 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  given  on 
this  Subject,  and  after  being  told,  that  it 
was  not  meant  to  pledge  the^  House  to 
proceed  'on  the  report  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session,  unless  there  should  seem 
to  be  a  necessity  for  so  doing,  he  thought 
tbal  MBding  the  matter  to  a  committee 
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was,  probably,  the  most  natural  way  of 
disposing  of  the  subject.  He  was  of  opi- 
nion, however,  that  the  way  of  wording 
the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  fix- 
chequer  was  objectionable,  in  as  far  as  it 
went  to  have  it  supposed  that  every  thing 
except  the  scale  was  settled — a  thing  to 
which  he  could  by  no  roe«ns  assent.  He 
undoubtedly  agreed,  that  the  only  new 
circumstance  in  the  case  was,  the  immense 
number  of  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
sented. But  he  asked,  was  not  that  quite 
enough— not  indeed  to  throw  the  House 
round,  and  to  compel  them  to  abandon  a 
measure  which  they  were  satisfied  was 
highly  beneficial  to  the  country ;  but  to 
induce  them  to  pause,  and  see  what  they 
could  do  to  allay  the  alarms  and  quiet  the 
agitated  feelings  of  the  people  ?  Last  year 
the  committee  appointed  was  a  committee 
to  consider  the  petitions  which  had  been 
presented  on  the  subject  of  the  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  corn,  and  the 
duties  on  it.  Why,  he  asked,  should  not 
the  House  adopt  that  precise  form  now, 
at  least  as  to  the  importation  of  corn  ? 
With  respect  to  the  exportation  of  corn, 
on  that  subject  the  Bill  had  already  passed 
that  House.  A  report  coming  from  a 
committee  sp  appointed  would  have  the 
effect  of  removing  all  the  errors,  if  errors 
they  were,  which  at  present  pervaded  the 
public  mind,  and  of  showing  that  there 
was  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  attend  even  to  exaggerated 
views  of  supposed  evils  when  duly  repre- 
sented tothem.  These  were  bis  views  of 
this  subject.  He  should  be  sorry  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  hi**  right 
hon.  friend;  but  hoped  he  would  consent 
to  generalize  the  question.  He  would 
not  go  the  length  of  asking  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  to  pledge  himsetf  that  nothing 
should  be  done  in  the  matter  during  the 
present  session.  That  would,  probably, 
be  to  ask  too  much  of  his  right  hon.^ 
friend  ;  but,  if  it  should  be  understood 
that  on  this  point  every  one  was  to  be  en- 
titled, afterwards,  to  judge  for  himself,  he 
rMr.  Canning)  should  be  perfectly  satis, 
ned. 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  whu  had  just  sat  down  had 
been  pleased  to  say,  that  he  would  not 
ask  of  the  Chancel  lot*  of  the  Exchequer  to 
pledge  himself,  that  nothing  farther  hhould 
be  done  in  the  matter  during  the  present 
session;  white,  at  the  same  time,  he  pro- 
posed to  make  the  enquiry  into  which  the 
coHmiittee  were  to  go,  so  broad  and  ez- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Ufffi  HOUSE  OP  GOMMONS, 

ttnd«d  ia  iu  nature,  thai  it  would  W  oiiiU 
iiap<MfibU  Cor  then  to  come  t^  aa  end  of 
their  laboiirsy  ia  such  line  ib^t  aoy  |BO«r 
iure  could  resoH  froin  them  d^iog  the 
present  sesMoiK  If  this  ahoold  turn  out 
to  be  so,  tod  the  House  were  again  called 
next  year  to  act  on  the  refiert  which 
saigbt  be  made  to  iheoi  by  the  comiittee 
now  to  be  appointed,  would  not  a  sioiiUr 
object bn  to  that  now  nade  be  again 
started  ?«— And  would  not  the  Honae  be 
OQCe  more  toid  that  they  were  whoUy 
without  information  on  the  subjvcti*- 
Would  tbey  not  be  told  that  wbed  that  re- 
port was  made  Europe  was  in  a  staiA  which 
00  longer  existed,  and  that  another  re£sr^ 
ence  to  a  committee  wa&  necessary  ^— 41e 
submitted,  however,  that  the  Uoosa  was 
xalled  on  lo  jegislate  on  general  princi- 
ples, and  not  to  adopt  a  permanent  system, 
0I&  local,  fleeting,  and  varying  circum- 
atances.  To  proceed  now  |o  appoint  a 
committee,  would  only  bd  to  keep  the 
public  mind  uselessly  afloat.  The  greater 
part  of  th«  petitions  now  on  the  tablet  he 
^as  satisfied  had  been  procured  at  the  in- 
stigation of  persons  interested  in  foreign 
corn,  for  their  own  advantage,  witboot  any 
reference  whatever  to  the  good  of  the 
people,  who  had,  through  misrepresenta- 
tion and  ignorance,  been  induced  to  put 
their  names  to  them— people  who  were 
easily  worked  upon  by  the  cry  of  bread 
at  6d.  the  quartern  loaf,  and  who  would 
gr  i^p  at  an  immediate  relief  of  that  kind 
though  at  the  expence  of  paying  ISd*  for 
it  within  the  next  eighteen  months* 
Mr.  Baring  could  not  bear  to  hear  the 

Sreat,  and,  in  many  instances,  respectable, 
ody  of  petitioners  now  before  the  House 
on  the  Mihject  of  the  corn  laws,  treated  in 
ao  undeserved  a  manner.  They  wefesaid 
to  be  ignorant  on  the  subject  as  to  which 
tbey  had  petitioned  the  House*  There 
Was  no  where,  however,  he  ventured  to 
*fBrm,  more  Hslsejnformation  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  found  than  in  the  learned  papers 
which  the  committee  of  last  year  had  laid 
before  the  House  in  their  report.  All  the 
petitioners  wanted  was,  not  to  see  laws 
established  which  should  cause  then  to 
pay  for  their  b)-ead  more  than  was  neces- 
tary .  It  wa^  said,  that  the  Bill  before  the 
House  would  be  beneficial,  in  as  far  as  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  the  price 
of  br^ad  steady.  Now,  he  could  not  *see 
that  it  would  have  this  efkcu     Steady 

S rices  were  never  produced  by  restriction. 
Lpply  the  doctrine  of  restriction  to  any 
one  comity  in  Eogjand^  and  it  would  be 
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found- ^at  tho  doio|(  lO  wtold.  aot  ban 
the  ei&ct  of  stoadyjug  tha  puma  ia  Okat 
particular  county  ;  oa  the  contRscjic,  thi 
broad  would  ha  altajcnately  high  aad  lav, 
according  as  ihpre  was  a  good  tr  aba4 
harvest  in  that  particular  spot  i  demiiti 
as  it  would  be,  of  intercourse  wuh  tbi 
seat  of  the  kingdom.  •  As  tha  wkalo  of 
England  was  to  any  particular  csuaiy  is 
Jiogland,  in  this  Taspact,.a«ch  exscilywn 
tha  whale  of  Europe  as  tio  England.  Th« 
avidant  effect  of  rastrictions  of  this  \\ti 
wa^,  that  ingiMuoua  artisans  and  mechaaici 
would  go  abroad^  and  would  settle  vIkh 
tbay  eonki  gst  cheap  bread.  Hitobjick 
waa«  to  gat  rid  of  the  question  entirely  (or 
this  session  of  parliament ;  and  if  aagf 
proposition  was  nuula  to  that  effect,  it 
should  have  his  support. 

Mr.  Huskissoa  am  Mr.  Baring  moto* 
ally  explained. 

Mr.  Barh(tm  waa  favourable  to  tbe  pro- 
posed alteratioa  in  the  corn  laws  as  lo  io* 
portaiioo;  being  satisfied  that,  initeailof 
raising  the  price  of  bread,  it  wou|d  baie 
exactly  the  contrary  efiect.  He  iboold 
vole  against  the  committee,  beoause  he 
thought  the  best  way  was  to  abandon  tbe 
measure;  when  the  people  weald  sooa 
become  sensible  uf  what  they  bad  H 
and  would  find  that  they  tberaselTei  bad 
brought  down  the  evil  upon  tbeir  owa 
beads. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  the  best  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be,  according  to  tbe 
prayer  of  all  the  petitions,  to  postpone  tbe 
matter  till  the  next  session  of  parliament 
His  oljyect  and  that  of  bis  constituent!  wit, 
to  see  what  the  efiect  of  tbe  instrument 
which  the  noble  lord  (Ca^tlereagb)  bii 
that  night  laid  before  tbe  Hou>e  (ibe  De- 
finitive Treaty  of  Peace)  would  be  agsioit 
next  session.  Ministers  would  have  liise 
to  look  about  them,  and  to  see  to  what  ex* 
tent  our  burdens  could  be  alleviated ;  and 
landlords  also  might  have  time  to  eoitf 
into  arrangements  with  their  tenants. 

I/>rd  Compton  approved  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee ;  thinking  icproper 
that  the  country  should  become  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  aid  iq  so  esssntial  ao 
article  as  that  of  bread. 

The  OtanceUor  qf  the  Exchtpter  agreed 
to  the  alteration,  as  to  the  wording  of  b^ 
motion,  suggested  by  Mr*  Canoiog*  " 
it  could  bo  supposed  that  the  motion  ailx 
proposed  origmally  to  word  it,  could  bafe 
bad  the  effect  of  fettering  tbe  committee* 
that  was  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  oigbt 
to  be   altered.    Ai  to  pkdgiiig  UflMiii 
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that  the  measure  should  not  be  again  take^n 
up  daring  the  present  session,  he  could 
not  consent  to  give  any  pledge  of  the  kuid. 
Every  gentleman,  however,  woM  be  at 
liberty  to  think  as  he  pleased  on  this  part 
of  the  subject. 

Sir  C  MoHck  was  surprised  to  hear  it 
contended,  that  the  House  had  ne  infor- 
mation  on  the  subject  now  under  consi* 

liod  been  passed  on  the  subject  ?  And  had 
•ey  oon  ftko  «ll  the  qrartedy  average 

S rices  of  the  maritime  districts,  as  they 
ad    been    published   quarterly?    Were 
Ihey  notalloQ  the  table) 

Mr.  JLociWlflf^wasfbttbecommhtee^  in 
tke  hefie  ilitt  «»  invwonB  woiM  foHow 
upon  the  subject  during  the  present  session 
of  parliament. 

Mr  Rote  would  rather  that  the  matter 
weraeneifety  ywrtpoiwd  la  the  netttves^ 
iicm,  19  utefii  migbt  In  ltfa««Mi  lune  i» 
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a  change  of  circumstances.  He  should 
not  oppose  the  committee,  upon  the  un- 
ikrstandiog  that  no  further  step  should  ba 
taken  during  the  present  session. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  dii 
vision;  when  the  numbers  were — Ayes 
173;  Noes  67.- 

Strangers  continued  to  be  excluded 
firom  the  gallery ;  but  we  understood,  that 
upon  the  «rder  ef  the  ^y  benig  read  ^ 
taking  into  further  consideration  the  Re- 
rporton  liiei^Dai  Laws, 

The  Chancellor  rf  the  Exchequer  moved. 
That  the  said  Heport  should  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  that  day  three  weeks; 
and  general  fSascoTgae  moved  as  an 
.AMiamdiaM,  Tiiatit'fiioQHl  Jm  taken  into 
consideration  that  day  six  months;  upon 
which  the  Bouse  again  divided;  whei^ 
the  numbers  were^— Ayes  1 10;  Npet  lOO. 
MajorkyjK). 

The  Bill  miifaereJbreJost. 
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ADDENDA 

TO 

VOLUME  XXVI. 


Th£  Speeches  of  Robert  Rickards,  Esq.  on*  the  Renewal  09 
THE  East  India  Company's  Charter. 

The  following  correct  Reports  of  Mr.'  Rickardis  Speeclies  in  the  Hotise  of 
Commons  on  the  2nd  and  14/A  of  June  1813,  appeared  too  late  for 
insertion  under  their  proper  dates. 


Speech  qf  the  2nd  of  June  ^815. 

(See  VoU  26,  p.  516.)     ' 

IN  t  Committee  of  the  whole  Hotise  on 
the  Resototions  for  Renewing  the  East 
India  Company's  Charter, 

Mr.  Rickards  rote  and  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  ; — On  the  great  and  im* 
portant  question  before  the  cooomittee,  I 
solicit  yoiir  indulgence  to  the  few  remarks 
I  haye  to  submit. 

The  habits  of  my  life  having  been 
widely  different  from  those  which  qualify 
for  public  speaking,  I  should  not  pre- 
sume to  intrude  myself  into  the  debate, 
did  I  not  think  the  consideration  of  the 
question  would  be  benefited  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  facts ;  nay,  that  a  just  de- 
cision on  the  resolutions  depends  more  on 
facts  connected  with  the  case,  than  on 
arguments,  or  opinionS|  however  ably  or 
el£[|uently  delivered.  The  observations 
I  shall  venture  to  make  are  the  result  of 
diligent  inquiries  and  actual  experience  in 
the  country  for  which  we  are  about  to 
legislate,  a  country  in  wjiich  I  have  passed 
the  best  years  of  my  life,  and  I  shall 
never  cease  to  feel  a  warm  interest  in  all 
that  may  tend  to  promote  its  welfare. 

The  first  and  chief  point  of  consideration, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  India,lhe  state  of  its  internal 
government,  and  the  means  of  increasing 
tne  comforts,  happiness,  and  security  of 
the  people.  Compared  with  this,  all  other 
points  of  the  question,  in  my  humble  esti  • 
nation,  sink  into  insignincance.  The 
resolutions,  however,  do  not  touch  on  this 
part  tf  tba  subject.    Whether  it  has  been 


thought  there  was  not  time  enough  to  dis- 
cuss an  object  of  such  importance  aift4 
magnitude,  or  whether  the  information 
hitherto  collected  has  not  been  deemed 
sufficient,  I  shall  not  stay  to  inquire ;  nor 
is  it  my  intention  to  press  it  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  further  than  as  it  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  commercial 
question  to  which  the  resolutions  aro 
chiefly  directed. 

It  must  be  obvious,  that  a  nation,  how- 
ever rich  in  itself,  can  derive  but  little 
lienefit  from  trading  with '  a  country  of 
beggars :  which,  generally  and  compara- 
tively speaking,  is  the  state  of  India,  ex- 
hi  biting  a  numerous  population  spread 
over  a  vast  country  of  great  natural  fer- 
tility and  easy  cultivation,  and  tilling  the 
land  for  subsistence;  all  other  means  of 
employment  being  very  limited.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  exceptions  to  this,  as  to 
every  other  general  rule  and  position,  in 
the  great  commercial  towns  of  India, 
where  property  is  secure,  and  taxation 
light;  wealth  is  there  accumulated,  and, 
by  expenditure,  diffused  so  as  to  improve 
the  condition,  and  promote  the  comforts, 
of  all  the  different  classes  of  inhabitanU. 
But  the  blessings  of  this  diffusion  are  re- 
stricted to  these  very  narrow  bounds. 
Owing  to  the  rigour  of  our  revenue  instito* 
tions,  and  the  exorbitant  rates  of  our  land- 
tax,  commercial  wealth  does  not  in  India, 
as  in  Europe,  overflow  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country  ;  it  is  res^rain^d  both  in 
its  expenditure  and  useful  employment. 
Rich  towns,  where  they  do  exist,  are  sur- 
rounded, at  no  i;reat  distance,  by  a  nume- 
rous agricultural  people,  deriving  from 
cultivation  of  the  land  a  scanty  jnainie- 
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nance  for  themselTef  and  their  families, 
hairing  little  or  no  surplns  produce  to  ex- 
change with  the  towns,  but  what  barely 
auffices,  from  the  proceeds  of  its  sale,  to 
answer  the  demands  of  government  for 
rerenue.  The  transition  from  the  narrow 
circle  of  commercial  wealth  to  the  wide- 
expanded  fields  of  agricultural  wretched- 
ness is  immediate  ;  and  the  great  mass  of 
the-  people  are  doorafed,  not  only  to  a 
miserable  but  to  a  confirmed  state  of 
ipverly— to  a  state  of  poverty  for  which  I 
see  no  remedy  hot  ni  a  very  material 
change  of  our  revenue  institutions  in  those 
distncts  where  it  can  yet  be  etiected ;  and 
where  it  cannot,  there  is  no  resotuce  for 
improving  the  abject  condition  of  the 
natives,  but  in  the  freedom  of  trade ;  on 
which,  as    a   consideration   immediately 

f  rowing  out  of  the  resolutions  before  us, 
shall  beg  leave  to  express  my  sentiments, 
alter  premising  that  our  revenae  ny stems 
in  India  are  founded  on  a  principle  adopted 
into  the  political  practice  of  our  govern - 
inent,  that  the  sovereign  is  the  proprietor 
of  the  soil,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  one- 
half  of  its  gross  produce,  or  thereabouts. 
This  principle,  revolting  as  it  i^  to  British 
ideas  of  property,  can  ,be  traced  no  higher 
than  to  the  Mahommedan  conquerors  of 
ladia,  who,  by  their  exaction*,  and  ex- 
oessive  impositions,  are  considered  to  have 
absorbed  the  net  rent  of  land  in  the  amount 
of  the  tax,  and  to  ha ve. annihilated  the  re- 
apectable  class  of  landed  proprietors  pro- 
perly so  called,  or  to  have  reduced  them 
and  their  d^cendants  to  the  degraded 
condition  of  cultivators  or  labourers  in 
iheir  paternal  fields.* 

This  opinion  is  founded  on  there  being 
np  trace  of  the  sakue  rate  of  taxation 
ID  those  countries  where  the  Mahom- 
medan arms  did  not  penetrate,  and  where 
ihe  ancient  Hindoo  institutions  may 
Iberefore  be  supposed  to  have  descended 
unchanged  from  the  most  remote  anti- 
quity. At  ail  events,  we  found  this  prin- 
cipJe  established  in  the  'countries  con- 
quered by  us  from  the  Mussulm&ns ;  and, 
wherever  it  prevails,  the  ryot,  or  farmer, 
having  only  the  other  half  left  to  him  as 
his  share,  from  which  he  is  to  supply  aU 
his  expences  of  cultivation  and  mainte- 
nance,  and  to  save  yeed  for  the  ensuing 
year,  is  reduced  to  a  degree  of  poverty 
and  degradation  very  little  removed,  in 
some  districts  which  I  have  seen,  from  the 
candilioo  of  savage  life. 

f  .Vide  col.  Wilkes  on  the  South  of  lodia^ 
CVOL.35XVIL) 


Mr^  Colebrook,  in  his  treatise  on  the 
husbandry  of  Bengal,  says,  that  a  cul-. 
tivator  at  half-produce  is  worse  off  than  a 
labourer  in  the  cultivator's  own  field,  who 
if  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  annas*,  or  about 
three  pence  steiling,  per  diem.  He  has 
neither  stock  nor  capital  sufficient  to  carry 
on  any  but  the  most  wretched  husbandry  : 
he  is  often  obliged  to  borrow  money  at 
heavy  interest,  secdred  by  a  species  of 
mortgage  upon  the  coming  crop;  ^nd 
when  it  is  also  remembered,  that  this  exor- 
bitant land-tax  of  half  produce  is  collected, 
or  rather  exacted,  by  a  numerous  esta- 
blishment of  native  servantsf,  who  take  as 
much  more  as  they  can  get  for  themselves^ 
and  wh(»e  acts  the  European  ^colleclor 
cannot  by  any  meaps  sufficiently  controul, 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  condi- 
tion more  deplorable,  or  more  adverse  to 
the  advancement  of  civilization  and  pros- 
perity, than  that  which  the  ryot  of  India 
actually  exhibits:  he  may  well  be  de^ 
scribed  in  language  lately  used  by  the 
honourable  directors,  to  live  all ''  his  days 
on  rice,  and  to  go  half  covered  with  a  slight 
cotton  cloth  I ;"  for  the  wretched '  being 
here  described  can  afford  nothing  better. 

When  government  take  all  but  what  is 
barely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
fj^ot,  there  can  be  no  intermediate  pro- 
prietor ;.  society  is  therefore  deprived  of 
the  advantages  arising  out  of  a  recular 
gradation  of  ranks ;  of  those  natural  ties 
and  authorities  which  serve  at  once  to  give 
strength,  animation,  and  security,  to  the 
whole  body,  and  to  attach  it  most  effect 
tually  to  the  /uling  power ;  it  consequently 
loses  the  betusfits  of  the  expenditure  of 
private  wealth,  which  is  the  best  support 
and  stimulus  of  the  labour  and  industry  of 
the  poor.  A  government  absorbing  tha 
net  rent  of  land  in  the  amount  of  a  tax, 
which  leaves  to  the  caltivator,  for  the  ex- 
pences of  agriculture  and  the  maintenance 
of  himself,  his  family,  and  dependents, 
only  half  the  produce  of  his  fields,  can 
never,  by  any  expedients,  supply  the 
blanks  and  deficiencies  in  society,    nor 

^  Vide  Reiharks  on  the  Husbandry  of 
Bengal,  p.  102. 

t  The  conduct  of  our  native  revenue 
collectors  is  very  strikingly  displayed  in 
the  Report  of  an  Inquiry  into  their  alleged 
malpractices  in  the  Tanjore  district,  of 
which  an  abstract  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

X  Printed  papers  respecting  the  Re- 
newal of  the  Company's  exclusiva  Privi-* 
lege,p..234. 
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remedy  the  evils  which  its  own  improTi* 
dent  act  has  occasioned.  A  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  this  principle  of  taxation  most  ne- 
cessarily indace  the  very  worst  condition 
of  jociety  that  can  be  concei?ed  to  exist, 
Tiz.  a  limitation  of  classes  to  the  despots 
who  rule  and  the  slaves  who  obey ;  and 
in  proportion  as  political  causes  check  the 
growth  of  intermediate  ranks,  the  people 
will  be  found  to  approach  this  point  of 
extreme  misery  and  weakness. 

Where  the  sovereign  is  sole  proprietor, 
and  takes  the  fruits  of  cultivation  to  this 
extent,  there  can  be  no  land  in  the  market 
for  sale;  and,  if  there  were,  capitalists 
would  not  buy  what  was  so  obviously  in* 
capable  of  yielding  them  any  return ;  or 
if,  to  render  these  lands  marketable,  the 
sovereign  proprietor  relinquish  a  very 
small  portion  of  his  demand  for  revenue, 
it  is  at  best  but  a  short  remove  Irom  the 
former  point.  The  6eld  for  the  employ* 
ment  or  expenditure  of  the  comn^ercial 
wealth  accumulated  in  towns  is,  by  this 
operation,  but  little  enlarged;  whilst 
many  of  our  most  enlightened  Indian  ser- 
vants have  thought,  thai  thus  to  create  a 
class  of  landed  proprietors,  allowing  them 
only  a  modicum  of  the  general  produce 
for  their  own  share,  is  rather  an  aggrava- 
tion than  a  mitigation  of  the  original 
evil* 

Though  this  principle  of  taxation!  di- 
▼iding  the  produce  equally  between  the 
sovereign  and  the  cultivator,  be  very 
generally  asserted,  and  even  acted  upon 
throughout  the  greatest  part  of  India,  it 
may  si  HI  be  urged,  that  it  is  not  very  ri- 
gorously enforced.  To  this  I  should  re- 
ply, that  an  exact  execution  of  it  in  prac- 
tice is  utterly  impossible.  In  the  first 
place,  having  myself  made  some  experi- 
mental inquiries  into  this  matter,  1  am  led 
Yery  strongly  to  doubt,  whether  one  half 
of  the  actual  produce  of  land,  taken  in  a 
large  extent  of  country  of  various  soils 
and  capabilities,  (whatever  it  may  be  in 
particular  fertile  spots)  and  in  a  country, 
divided  as  India  mostly  is  into  small 
tenures,  be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  class  of  cultivators,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  their  husbandry.  It  is,  however, 
the  Ahare,  nominal  or  real,  allotted  to  the 
ryots  of  that  country  ;  and  iu  consequence, 
as  noticed  by  Mr.  Colebrooke  and  others, 
is  always  extreme  poverty. 

*  Vide  col.  Munro's  Letter,  iSth  Aog. 
1807,  in  Appendix  to  Fifth  Report  of  the 
Select  Committet  on  tha  Affim  of  ladia, 
p.  943,  944. 
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In  the  next  place,  though  there  are  ac- 
counts all  over  India  pretending  to  ihovr 
the  actaal  produce  of  every  field  and 
garden,  and  iu  division  into  shares,  with 
minute  accoracy,  I  have  no  heaatation  m 
asserting,  that  it  never  was,  and  never  caa 
b^,  accurately  ascertained:*  and  if  aaj 
one  will  take  the  trouble  of  calmly  re- 
flecting, what  infinite  variations,  in  this 
respect,  must  necessarily  arise  in  all  coim- 
tries  from  soil  and  climate,  no  twa  fields, 
perhaps,  being  exactly  alike ;  fron  di^ 
ferent  degrees  and  means  of  irrigation; 
from  changes  in  season  and  weather, 
neither  to  be  foreseen  nor  caknlated; 
from  accidents,  such  as  inundations,  tem* 
pests,  droughts,  blights,  &c. ;  from  the 
different  degrees  of  labour,  skill,  or  capital, 
employed  in  the  cultivation;  and  from 
changes  from  year  to  year,  in  the  articlef 
produced;  and  still  more,  if  any  one  will 
attempt  personally  to  exam'me  any  exteo* 
•ive  spot  with  a  riew  to  ascertain  itsaduai 
produce,  he  will  be  fully  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  this  position. 

Notwithitandiog  the  ntter  impoasthility 
of  framing  these  accoimts>  with  sufficient 
accaracy  to  make  them  a  basis  of  any 
thing  tike  a  just  and  eqeal  system  of  taxm» 
tion,  we  have  been.in  the  habit  of  tmsting 
to  them  in  India  very  generally ;  they  are 
the  avowed  groundwork  of  our  revenoe 
collections,  on  account  of  the  plausibility 
with  which  they  are  framed,  notwith» 
standing  the  Indian  records  contain  abon* 
dant  proofs  of  their  being  a  mass  of  error. 
Some  of  these  records  lately  printed,  aa4 
now  on  the  table  of  this  House,  contain 
avowals  by  the  highest  Indian  authorities 

*  A  perusal  of  col.  Monro's  Letters  in 
Appendix  to  Fifth  Report,  p.  745  to  752, 
will  show  how  liable  all  land  surreys,  and 
accounts  of  landed  prodace,  are  to  fiand, 
error,  and  arbitrary  imposition ;  and  also 
how  insufficient  the  precautions  suggested 
by  this  distinguished  collector  must  ever 
prove  to  remedy  these  evils.  When  col. 
Monro  asserts,  that  <«  there  is  perhaps  no 
cornom  (native  accountant)  who  in  any 
one  year  gives  a  perfectly  tjru^  statement 
of  the  cultivation  of  his  viltage;  and  it  is 
only  the  fear  of  suspension  or  remoral  that 
can  make  him  give  such  accounts  as  are 
tolerably  accurate;''  he  oaiy  adTancea 
what  is  still  further  corroborated- by  Mn 
Shore  (now  lord  Teignmeoth)  in  bis  mi- 
nute entered  in  the  same  Appendix,  and 
is  indeed  constttent  with  common  expe- 
rience in  thii  departmefit  of  the  revenue. 
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of  the  extreme  ineccunicy  of  these  tc- 
couDts,  and  bow  Iktle  they  are  to  be  relied 
OD,  af^r  the  most  laborious  aod  oaeritorious 
exertions  of  the  Compar^y's  ablest  servants 
had  been  for  years  devoted  to  perfect 
tbem. 

In  an  extensive  district,  of  which  I  was 
once  collector,  1  found  the  village  and 
canongoe  accounts  complete  fabrications, 
though  the  collection   went  on,  that  is, 
certain  sums  were  annually  realized  by 
the  native  collectors  from  certain  districts, 
just  as  if  no  error  prevailed.     In  several 
cases  I  ascertained,  by  personal  inspection, 
that  large  tracts  of  cultivated  lands  were 
wholly  omitted  firom  the  accounts ;  whilst, 
in  others,  they  exhibited  a  most  minute 
detail  of   produce  from  rice   lands  and 
plantations,  where,  on  proceeding  to  the 
spot  described,  no  such  produce  had  ever 
existed  withm  the  memory  of  man.    This 
country  abounded  wih  cocoa-nut,  beetle- 
nnt,  and  mango  trees,  all  assessed  to  the 
revenue;   the  forooer,    more    especially, 
▼ary  exceedingly  in  their  produce,    in 
proportion  to  their  distance  from  the  sea : 
the  trees  of  the  same  garden  also  bear  dif- 
ferently ;  yet  one  uniform  tax  of  56  reas 
per  tree  was  applied  te  all.    Besides  this 
inequality  in  the  application  of  the  tax,  its 
amount  was  greatly  mora  than  the  value 
of  that  portion  of  the  average  produce  of 
each  tree,  which  government  claimed  as 
iu  own  share ;  so  that  to  enable  the  holder, 
or  cultivator  of  these  lands,  to  pay  his  tax 
on  the  over- assessed  trees,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  other  trees  in  the  same  garden  were 
given  op  khas,  or  free  of  tax.    In  other 
cases,  I  have  known  the  revenue  assessed 
on  cultivated  fields  actually  exceed  the 
jgross  produce  of  the  spot  ;*  in  which  case 
the  ryot  was  forced  in  each  year  to  culti- 
vate his  land,  but  was  allowed  to  hold 
other  lands,  either  tax-free,  or  assessed 
lower  than  the  established  rate,  to  enable 
him    to  pay  this    extravagant   demand. 
This  is  sometimes  called  justice  to  the 
ryot;  but  it  is  rather  an  act  of  necessity, 
for  without  it  the  ux  could  not  be  paid  at 
all;    and  if  we  consider   the   collusive 
dealings,  the  fraud  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  oppression  on  the  other,  to  which 
toch  a  system  is  peculiarly  open,  coupled 
with  the  absolute  impossibility  of  distin- 

*  Col.  Monro,  in  the  Letters  before  re- 
ferred to,  p.  7i9,  also  says,  <*  in  every 
village,  in  every  season,  there  are  a  few 
fields  whose  produce  is  not  equal  to  their 
rent." 


goisbing  vnder  it,  with  accuracy,  the 
rights  of  government  from  those  of  the 
cultivator,  can  any  ipipartial  and  reflecting 
mind  fail  to  be  HK>nv'inced  of  its  arbitrari- 
ness, hardship,  and  injustice  ?  that  the  tax 
has  been  of  necessity,  and  probably  in 
most  cases,  assessed  upon  the  ryots,  by  no 
other  measure  than  their  supposed  ability 
to  pay  it  ?  that  there  is  nothing  certain  in 
it  but  its  exorbitance ;  that  it  pretends  to 
a  precise  rule,  which  never  can  be  accu- 
rately applied  in  practice  ?  and  that  ita 
magnitude  occasions  so  large  a  proportion 
of  the  produce  to  be  taken  by  governs 
ment  and  its  officers,  as  to  "  leave  to  the 
unfortunate  ryot  (in  the  words  of  the  Fifth 
Report)  little  more  than  what  he  is 
enabled  to  secure  by  evasion  and  con* 
cealment  ?" 

There  are  other  persons,  besides  ac* 
tnal  ryots,  who  share  in  the  g«>neral 
produce  of  the  soil,  known  by  diflerent 
names  in  different  parts  of  India.  Tbey 
are  all  enumerated  and  classed  in  the 
Fifth  Keport ;  but  the  amount  of  the  so« 
vereign's  share  is  so  great,  that  the  por- 
tions allotted  to  the  other  sharers  are  not 
sufl$cient  to  raise  them  above  the  poverty 
of  the  ryots  themselves.  In  this  respect 
all  are  poor  alike,  or  with  few  exceptions. 
But  this  supposed  right  is  productive  of 
further  evil,  in  the  vexatious  enquiries 
which  have  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain 
and  extend  the  assertion  of  it;  and  in 
a  constant  interference  in  the  business  and 
pursuiu  of  individual  subjects,  which  a 
sovereign  never'  can  exercise  but  to  the 
material  obstruction  of  general  pros* 
perity.* 

In  the  official  vouchers  subjoined  to  the 
Fifth  Report  there  are  several  striking 
examples  of  tbeefiecUof  this  interference ; 
and  with  so  many  recorded  proofs  before 
us  of  the  evils  resultmg  from  this  system 
of  taxation — a  system  too  obviously  in- 
consistent with  all  sound  principle— does 
it  hot  behove  us,  now  that  we  are  about 
to  legislate  afresh  for  that  country,  if  we 
really  wish  the  prosperity  of  India,  to 
examine,  to  expose,  and  to  remedy, 
where  we  can,  existing  impediments  to 
the  progress  of  improvement?  Neglect, 
oversight,  or  silent  toleration  of  eviU,  will 
be  grounds  of  just  reproach  on  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  disorder  and  vexation,  the  great 


♦  Mr.  Shore's  Minute  before  referred 
to.  Appendix  to  Fifih  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee. 
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irregalarity  and  varioas  abuses  attendant 
upon  this  system  in  Bengal,  frere  de- 
plored in  strong  terms  by  the  court  of  di- 
rectors^ in  their  letters  previous  to  1793, 
and  in  the  minutes  of  my  lord  Coriiwallis 
and  Mr.  Shore,  The  general  state  of 
these  provinces,  indeed,  led  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  lord  Cornwallis  as  governor- 
Seneral.  That  nobleman,  of  whose  mo- 
eration,  lore  of  justice,  and  humanity, 
no  human  being,  I  believe,  ever  doubted, 
introduced  what  is  known  in  India  by  the 
appellation  of  the  zemindary  or  perma- 
nent settlement.  Th&  object  of  this  change 
was  to  limit  and  .deBae  what  had  before 
been  fluctuating,  arbitrary,  and  unequal ; 
and  to  establish  a  class  of  landed  gentry 
in  India,  from  which  were  expected  to 
result  the  same  benefits  which  other  coun- 
tries ha?e  experienced  from  the  gradual 
formation  of  the  middling  and  inde- 
pendent clashes  of  society.  The  lands 
were  accordingly  divided  into  estates, 
and  made  the  free  and  hereditary  pro- 
perty of  a  ssemindar,  subject  to  a  land-tax 
to  the  government,  for  which -the  estate 
itself  was  answerable ;  and  with  a  view  of 
adding  the  value  of  permanency  and  se- 
curity to  this  property,  the  tax  was  de- 
clardl  to  be  fixed  for  ever.  But  what 
was  the  amount  of  xha  tax  ?  The  average 
of  former  years'  collections  was  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  the  expected  realization  of 
revenue  from  the  country  under  the  new 
system.  The  necessities  of  government 
for  paying  their  great  military  and  civil 
establishments  perhaps  required  such  an 
amount  of  revenue ;  and  the  tax  appears 
to  hare  been  accordingly  fixed,  so  as 
.  U>  yield  a  sum  fully  equal  to  the  col- 
lections drawn  from  the  coumry  during 
the  period  of  disorder  and  exaction  above 
referred  to,  and  considerably  exceeding 
chose  of  Acbar's  reign,,  when  Bengal  is 
described  to  have  been  in  a  more  wealthy 
and  generally  prosperous  state.  In  ojrder, 
therefore,  to  realize  this  revenue,  the  foU 
lowing  arrangement  occurred : 

Of  the  supposed  or  estimated  gross 
produce,  it  was  found  necessary  that  the 
ryot  should  retain  his  customary  share  of 
one  half:  universal  experience  proved 
that  he  could  not  possibly  cultivate  the 
land  with  less;  the  remamder,  after  al- 
lowing for  the  trifling  portions  of  other 
sharers,  constituted  what  may  be  termed 
the  net  rent,  of  which  government  took 
lO-llths,  according  .to  some,  or  9-lOths, 
according  to  others,  jeaving  only  |-10tb 
l»r  J  -nth  to  the  proprietor* 
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Now,  Sii>  I  would  put  it  to  the  fediogi 
of  those  gentlemen  who  hear  me,  aod 
particularly  to  the  landed  interest  of  ibis 
kingdom,  what  they  would, think  of  a  go- 
vernment which  should  take  from  then, 
as  a  direct  land-tax,  1 0-1 1 tbs  of  the  set 
rent  of  their  estates ;  and  whether  tbcy 
think  it  possible  for  any  people  oa  etrtli 
to  flourish  nnder  the  pressure  of  so  betry 
an  imposition  ?  Let  it  also  be  remembrnd, 
that  this  imposition  was  abruptly  intro- 
duced at  a  period  when  the  country  wu 
already  exhausted  by  the  disorder,  op* 
pressionrand  abuses,  which  areackiiov* 
iedged,  by  the  highest  authorities,^  to  bare 
marked  the  preceding  administratioa  of 
its  rev.enues. 

It  appears  to  roe,  that  the  exorbitaoct 
of  t^iis  land-tax  completely  destroyed, 
from  the  beginning,  all  the  other  btoefiu 
of  the  permanent  system  of  lord  Com- 
wallis,  and  counteracted  the  good  e^ 
which,  under  a  more  moderate  assessniefit, 
might  probably  have  resulted  from  it. 
What  was  intended  to  be  granted  to  tlie 
zemindars  as  a  boon,  was  of  too  little 
'Value  to  be  felt  as  such;  whilst  the  mea* 
sures  with  which  it  was  accompao'ted  de- 
prived it  entirely  even  of  that  liule  fslue. 

The  zemindary  settlement  was  inuo* 
duced  into  Bengal  with  a  code  of  judicial 
regulations,  by  which,  among  other  bo- 
mane  objects,  it  was  provided,  with  i 
view  to  relieve  the  ryots  from  arbitrary 
punishment  or  imprisonment  on  the  part 
of  the  zemindars,  that  the  latter  should  bt 
«only  allowed  to  recover  arrears  of  reot 
from  the  former,  by  means  of  a  judicial 
process  in  the  adaulet.  This  process,  ne- 
cessarily a  slow  one,  was  rendered  still 
more  so  by  the  vast  accumulation  of 
causes,  which,  from  the  beginning,  clog- 
ged the  proceedings  of  the  courts.  The 
zemindar,  in  the  mean  time,  fell  in  arrear 
to  government;  and  the  exorbitance  of 
the  tax,  coupled  with  his  own  poveriy* 
rendering  him  unable  to  discharge  it,  bis 
estate  was,  by  the  same  regulations,  re(J« 
dered  seizable  by  the  collector, and  migbt 
be  put  up  to  public  sale,  to  satisfy  tbede- 
mands  of  government.  This  latter  pro- 
cess being  much  more  concise  and  exp<' 
ditions  than  that  of  the  adaulet  against  d^ 
faulting  ryots,  it  followed  that  thesetnin- 
d^r  was  deprived  of  hi^  lands  and  here- 
ditary possessions  on  account  of  arrears, 
long  before  he  could  recover  froo  b» 
tenants,  under  the  regulations  of  the  tto* 
government,  that  which  could  slo"* 
enable  him  to  satisfy  the  public  detitafn« 
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In  this  way  the  whole  landed  property  of 
Bengal  is  represented  to  have  changed 
hands,  and  its  most  ancient  families  to 
have  been  reduced  from  a  state  of  inflo- 
•ence  and  retpecubility  to  heavy  distress, 
beggary,  and  ruin. 

These  effects  are  described  in  the  Fifth 
Report,  in  the  following  terms.  The  coU 
lector  of  Burdwan  writes,  in  HOi,  ''  That 
the  rajah  begs  leave  to  submit  it  to  your 
consideration,  whether  or  no  it  can  be 
possible  for  him  to  discharffe  his  engage- 
ments to  government,  with  that  punc* 
tuality  which  the  regulations  require,  un* 
lesa  he  be  armed  with  powers,  as  prompt 
to  enforce  payment  from  his  renters,  as 
government  had  been  pleased  to  authorize 
the  use  of  in  regard  to  its  claims  on  him : 
and  he  seems  to^  think  it  must  have  pro/ 
ceeded  from  an  oversight,  rather  than 
from  any  just  and  avowed  pirinciple,  that 
there  should  have  been  established  two 
modes  of  judicial  process  under  the  same 
government ;  the  one,  summary  and  effi- 
cient, for  the  satisfaction  of  its  own  claims, 
the  other,  tardy  and  uncertain,  in  regard 
,  io  the  satisfactioa  of  the  claims  due  to  its 
subjects ;  more  especially  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  ability  to  discharge 
the  one  demand  necessarily  depends  on 
the  other  demand  being  previously  rea- 
lized.^' 

The  collector  of  Midnapore  writes  also 
in  1802  on  the  same  subject  as  follows : 
*'  All  the  zemindars,  with  whom  I  have 
ever  had  any  communication,  in  this  and 
other  districts,  have  but  one  sentiment  re- 
specting the  rules  at  present  in  force  for 
the  collection  of  the  public  revenue* 
They  all  say,  that  such  a  harsh  and  op- 
pressive system  was  never  before  resorted 
to,  in  this  country;  that  the  custom  of 
imprisoning  land-holders  for  arrears  of  re- 
venue waA,  in  comparison,  mild  and  in- 
dulgent to  them;  that  though  it  was,  no 
doubi,  the  intention  of  government  to 
confer  an  important  benefit  on  them,  by 
abolishing  this  custom,  it  has  been  found, 
by  melancholy  experience,  that  the  sys« 
temofaaies  and  attachments,  which  has 
been  substituted  for  it,  has,  in  the  course  of 
a  'very  few  years,  reduced  most  of  the 
great  zemindars  in  Bengal  to  distress  and 
beggary,  and  produced  a  greater  change 
in  the  landed  property  of  Bengal,  than 
bas  perhaps  ever  happened,  in  the  same 
apace  of  time,  in  any  age  or  country,  by 
the  mere  effect  of  internal  regulations." 

From  this  official  account  of  the  in- 
juries sustained  under  tht  zemindary  sys- 


tem in  Bengal,  they  must  be  admitted  to 
be  very  grievous.  For  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  but  ascribe  them  wholly  to  the  ex* 
orbitance^of  the  land-tax;  for  whatever 
may  be  referred  by  others  to  errors  and 
inexperience  upon  the  introduction  of  a 
new  system,  I  cannot  conceive  it  possible, 
especially  when  I  know  the  extraordinary 
attachment  of  native  Indians  to  their 
landed  property,  that  so  dire  a  revolution, 
and  such  dreadful  distress,  could  ever 
have  occurred,  if  the  original  tax  had  not 
been,  from  its  amount,  and  mode  of  col- 
lection, intolerably  oppressive. 

For  several  years  after  the  introduction 
of  the  zemindary  settlement  in  Bengal^ 
the  Calcutta  Gazette  teemed  with  adver- 
tisements for  the  sale  of  lands  in  arrear  to 
the  revenue.  It  is  remarkable  also,  sis  ap- 
pears from  the  statements  lately  published, 
that  the  lands  at  this  time  only  sold  for 
just  enough  to  clear  off  the  arrear.  Now, 
if  we  suppose  a  part  only,  and  not  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  year,  to  have  fallen 
in  arrear,  it  follows  that  the  lands  at  this 
time  were  of  so  little  value  in  general  es- 
timation, as  not  to  realize  one  year's  pur» 
chase  of  their  real  net  rent,  and  probably 
only  a  very  few  years  purchase  of  that 
portion  of  the  rent  allotted  to  a  mi^amed 
proprietor. 

To  prevent  these  arrears  of  revenue  from 
accumulating,  it  has  been  found  necessary, 
in  later  years,  and  in  fact  the  only  remedy 
that  could  be  devised  for  this  distressing 
evil,  to  restore  the  former  summary  power 
of  the  zemindars  over  the  ryots,  in  respect 
to  the  recovery  of  arrears  of  rent.  But  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  the  present 
zemindars  are  moMly  monied  men  of  Cal- 
cutta, who  send  out  agents  or  stewards  to 
manage  their  estates,  from  whom  the 
ryots  are  not  likely  to  experience  more 
lenity  than  from  the  old  zemindars,  who 
had  an  interest  in  securing  the  attachment 
of  their  dependents.  It  is  also,  as  far  as 
the  regulation  admits,  a  recurrence  to  the 
former  system  of  arbitrary  punishment  and 
imprisonment,  which  lord  Corn wal lis  so 
anxiously  endeavoured  to  ave/t  from  this 
class  of  the  population ;  the  only  benefit, 
therefore,  which  would  seem  to  have  re- 
sulted from  this  change,  is  the  restoration 
of  a  power  that  causes  the  revenues,  or 
land-tax  above  described,  to  be  paid  with 
greater  regularity  into  the  public  trea- 
suries. It  cannot  be  said  to  be  any  great 
advantage  to  the  ryots,  or  to  be  lUcely  to 
conduce  to  the  improvement  of  their  con^ 
dition. 
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Up  to  the  year  1 80a,  mach  the  same 
kind  of  reverioe  system  seems  to  have 
been  in  force  at  Madras,  as  is  already 
•described  to  have  prevailed  in  Bengal 
previous  to  1793.  The  second  Report 
apprises  as,  on  the  aothority  of  my  lord 
Wellesley's  government,  in  a  letter  dated 
in  1800,  that  **  those  valuable  possessions 
(meaning  the  ancient  possessions  of  the 
Company  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel) 
ivere  destitute  of  every  institution  which 
could  either  promote  the  ease  and  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  or  the  vigour  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  government." 

To  remedy  this  deplorable  state  of 
things,  the  Bengal  zemindary  system,  and 
its  accompanying  judicial  regulations, 
were  ordered  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Madras  provinces.  It  has  accordingly 
been*  extended  to  some  of  them,  with  this 
modi6cation,as  to  the  sovereign's  revenue, 
that  it  averages  at  Madras  about  8*10ths, 
instead  of  9-lOths,  as  in  Bengal,  of  the 
net  rent  of  estates.  It  has  also  been  in- 
troduced into  districts  where  no  zemindars 
previously  existed ;  where  the  sovereigii, 
being  considered  sole  proprietor  of  the 
lands,  divided  their  produce  with  the 
ryots;  and  where  government  consequent- 
ly erected  a  class  of  men,  by  purchase  or 
grant,  to  occupy  allotted  estates^  under  the 
enomiiiation  of  mootahdars. 
The  Fifth  Report  notices  a  pretty  gene- 
ral failure  of  this  system  in  the  districts 
under  Madras,  to  which  it  had  been  ex- 
tended, and  gives  in  the  Appendix  nume- 
rous opinions,  by  the  most  distinguished 
servants  at  that  presidency,  adverse  to 
its  operation,  and  further  extension.  There 
are  also  some  able  opinions  in  its  favour ; 
but  the  general  prepossession  being  against 
it,  the  further  introduction  of  the  system 
seems  there  to  have  been  suspended.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  discuss  the  relative 
merits  of  the  different  systems  now  pre- 
Tailing  at  Madras,  for  this  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  question  before  the  House.  I 
shall,  therefore,  merely  observe,  that  the 
tax,  under  all  of  them,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
greatly  too  high,  and  consequently  the 
main  defect  of  the  whole ;  whilst  under  a 
more  moderate  assessment^  the  zemindary 
system  would  certainly  possess  some  ad- 
vantages, of  which  the  others  would  still 
be  destitute. 

The  exorbitance,  however,  of  the  tax, 
|ind  the  absolute  necessity  of  its  punctual 
discharge,  it  has  been  often  asserted  by 
respectable  authorities,  leave  to  the 
mootahdar  m  alternativei  in  attempts  to 
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improve  hie  own  miserable  share,  but  to 
trench  on  the  portioo  allotted  to  the  ryot, 
since  he  cannot  invade  that  of  govemmenl 
with  impunity,  by  which  means  the  ryot's 
condition  is  made  worse  than  it  was  be^- 
fore.  The  following  letter  from  a  native 
of  great  respectability,  to  the  governor  of 
Madras,  describing  the  efl^iciS  of  th^ 
mootahdary  system  in  the  district  where 
he  resided,  confirms  the  truth  of  this  as- 
sertion; and  as  it  is  an  interesting  doca* 
mens,  which  may  relieve  the  tedium  of 
my  dietati,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read  it  for 
the  information  of  the  House;  and  the 
more  especially  as,  with  some  allowance 
for  its  style,  and  the  warmth  of  some  of 
its  expressions,  I  feel  confident,  from  my 
own  knowledge' of  facts,  as  well  as  the 
informaUon  of  others,  that  it  gives  no  on- 
faithful  account  of  the  general  conduct  of 
mootahdars,  and  of  the  evils  to  which  the 
system,  under  existing  eircuasstances,  il 
irremediably  liable. 

«  HX  is  THE  JUST  GOD. 

**  Let  them  present  this  to  the  resplai- 
dent  sight  of  the  right  honourable  lord 
William  Bentinck,  governor  in  council, 
the  cherisher  of  mankind,  may  the  sha« 
dow  of  God  long  remain  upon  him  ! 

''  The  Dessmooks,  Besspandies^  Naat 
Goms,  and  Shambogues,  the  ancient  Land^ 
holders,  Puttiels,  and  Ryots  of  every  de- 
scription, natives  of  or  resident  in  the 
districts  of  the  Bara  Mahl,  and  other  de- 
pendencies of  the  Sircar  of  the  Company, 
the  seat  of  prosperity,  in  consequence  of 
the  system  now  in  force,  openly,  and  with- 
out  service,  at  all  times,  lind  in  every 
condition,  thus  among  themselves  bear 
testimony. 

''  1st.  During  the  reign  of  Hyder  Ally 
Khan  Bahauder,  the  whole  of  us  ryots, 
devoting  ourselves  honestly  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  government  taxes,  gained 
from  our  own  shares  livelihood,  and  en- 
joyed protection,  security,  and  ease ;  after- 
wards also,  for  a  certain  period,  whilst 
subjects  of  Tippoo  Soltaun  deceased,  we 
passed  our  time,  as  before,  happily  free 
from  care  and  sorrow,  were  objects  of 
favour  and  attention,  and  surrounded  with 
justice.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  life 
of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  who,  notwithstanding 
his  addiction  to  pleasures,  was  a  well-in- 
tentioned man,  true  to  his  promise,  a  lover 
of  justice,  and  attentive  to  the  complaints 
of  his  people,  owing  to  our  being  delivered 
over  to  oppressive  auroils,  and  assofs  of  a 
cruel  disposition,  unable  to  preserve  oot 
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eflPectf  and  lawful  prdperty«  we  became 
afiected,  and   from  our  heart  and  aou), 
tired  of  our  very  existence.      Whereas 
having  repeatedly   heard  reports  of  the 
humanity,  of  the  sirdars  of  the  English 
Company  Babauder>  their  compassion  for 
the  poor,  love  of  justice  and  equity,  regard 
to  the  condition  and  compjaints  of  the 
lupplianty  attention  to  the   benefiting  of 
all  classes  of  people,  as  well  as  their  fair 
dealing  and   observance  of  agreements, 
which  exceed   the    bounds  of    conlmob 
publicity,  and  embrace  the  whole  world, 
we  entreated  of  the  Lord  of  Majesty  and 
Glory,  with  the  utmost  fervency  of  prayer, 
that  having,  for  the  comfort  and  support 
of  us  poor  creatureci,  delivered  over  the 
rein  of  government  of  these  dbtricts  to  the 
.  guidance  of  the  sitdars  of  the  Company, 
who  are  the  centre  of  moderation  and 
justice,  and  the  refuge  of  the  poor,  he 
would  efifeot  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  us  distressed  people^      Praise   be  to 
God,  that  agreeably  to  the, earnest. desire 
of  our  breasts,  so  did  \t  take  place.    The 
banners  of  lord  Cornwall  is*s  army,  the 
emblem  of  victory^  having  moved  towards 
the  Ghauts,  after  a  series-of  warfare>f>eac4 
was  concluded,  and  the  jxrovince  of-Hhii 
Bara  Mahl,  being  taken  by  the.  EogUsb^ 
was  committed    to  Che  management  of 
colonel  RiB«d  Bahaader,  with  a  view. to 
^  ailRird  the  oppressed  inhabitants  the  enjoy f 
^ent  of  peace  and  prosperity...   By  the 
favour  of  God,  the  above-mentioned  colo* 
neU  after  hiving  carried  into  effeota  re- 
gular arrangement  and  admini^tratioB  of 
the  affairs  of  the  country  aa;  was  proper 
and  becop(iuig»  with  a  strict  regard  to 
justice,  in  attending  to  our  comfort  and 
happiness  and  general  welfare,  surpassed 
the  accounts  that  bad  been  heard  of  re- 
specting the'juftt  administration,  the  ob- 
servance of  which  was  an  invariable  rule 
of  conduct,  of  the-  chiefs  of  the  English 
Cottipany  Bahaiuder ;  thus  werall,  of  every 
description,  from  the  marsh  of^  distress, 
reached  the  banks  of  liberty  and  security, 
from  the  time  of  colonel  Read  Bahauder, 
until  that  of  the  present  Mr.  Groeme ;  we 
passed  our  time  contentedly,  and<  with 
peace  of  mind,  and  returning  thanks  to 
the  Almighty,  we  ofiR»red  up  our  prayers 
for  the  continuance  and  stability  of  the 
Company's  empire;    and,  reflecting  on 
the  access  we  had  to  favours,  and  the  re- 
turn of  peace  and  safety,  we  formed  a  firm 
resolution,  the  effect  of  the  most  fervent 
good- will  and  devotion. to  the  state,  that  if 
Jiereafter^  by  the  decreet  of  fate^  any  foe 


or  rebel  should  threaten  the  territories  of 
the  Company,  ere  the  waving  of  the 
standards  of  the  army,  the  seoaolance  of 
conquest,  we,  setting  an  example,  would 
ourselves  correct,  punish*  and  exterminate 
the  impotent  enemy. 

"  2iid.  We  are  ignorant  what  instances 
of  treachery,  discontent,  or  impropriety  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  us  poor  people^ 
have  been  brought  to  proof  by  the  officera 
of  the  British  government,,  the  seat  of 
prosperity ;  that  now,  suddenly  casting 
us  down  from  the  height  of  respect  and 
esteem,  they  have  confined  ps  in  the 
depths  of  neglect  and  distress;  that  is  to 
say,  having  divided  and  permanently  par- 
celled out  the  Bara  Mahl,  &c.  into  several 
distinct  mootahs  (farms)  have  committed 
them  to  the  authority  of  mean,  despicable 
wretches,  who,  from  father  and  forefather, 
till  the  present  time,  followed  no  better 
profession  than  that  of  vending  milk,  re- 
tailing spirits,  preparing  dried  cow*dung 
for  fuel,  attending  oin  sheep  and  pxen,.or 
the  serv4ch  of  people  of  an  inferior  con« 
dition  ;  .people,  who  were  formerly  ober 
dient  to^'arid  dependent,  on,  the  families 
of  ;us  iababit^nts  for  support ;  they,  who 
wevottbea  in  want  of  jt  farihing,  imme- 
diately than, they  enjoyed  their  .own  free 
will,  became  as  is  the  dominion  of  the 
sea ;  and  in  the  excess  of  ^^anity  and  pride^ 
agre^bly  to  this  saying, '  the  vulgar  man 
wh^  seated  on  a  lofty  terrace,  pisses  and 
throws  rubbish  on  that  which  is  beneath 
him,'  forgetting  the  origin  and  professioi^ 
of  their  ancestors  in  the  commencement 
of  >their  governntent,.. stretched  forth  the 
hand^.of  force  and  violence  ov^r  us^  and 
by  constantly  making  ;exorbitant  demandi^ 
insisting  on  finetf,  I'uining  our  reputation 
by  abuse  Inwards  our  wives  and  daughtera^ 
and  disgracing  us  by  blows  and  stripes, 
have  girt  their  waist  with  the  skirts  of  ob- 
stinacy, in  dishonouring  and  making  abr 
ject  us  poor  inoffensive  people;  in  so 
much,  that  not  being  able  to  submit  to 
oppression,  and  brook  disgrace  from  the 
hands  of  those,  who,  till  yesterday,  were 
low-lived  scavengers  in  need  of  our  sup- 
port, from  continued  suffering  and  afflic- 
tion, our  souls  have  reached  our  very  lips. 
''  3d.  The  Company's  officers  may  say, 
'  Lest  any  on#,  cruelly  disposed  and  pos- 
sessed of  power,  should  act  injuriously  and 
tyrannically  towards  another,  we  have 
nominated  and  appototed  to  every  zillab, 
gentlemen  of  the  law,  to  administer  jus- 
tice,  rfor  instance,  the  court  of  law  in  the 
Bara  Mahl  is  at  Salem]  who,  in  |he  event 
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of  a  petition,  or  appeal  to  them,  make 
proper  inquiry  into  the  batiness.'"  We 
know  this  to  be  true.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  law  in  every  zillah,  fairly  and  without 
partiality,  attend  to  the  complaints  of  the 
poor  and  insulated  suppliant ;  and  when  a 
petition  is  presented  at  the  court  of  justice, 
they  make  inquiry,  as  soon  as  possible, 
into  the  particulars;  and  having  giyen 
their  decision  in  couformity  to  equity  and 
law,  they  give  admonition  to  the  trans- 
gressor, and  render  to  him,  whote  cause  is 
good,  that  which  is  his  due ;  of  all  this 
there  is  no  doubt ;  but  what  prospect  has 
the  needy  petitioner  of  being  able  to  reach 
the  presence  of  the  officers  of  justice  ?  For 
example,  should  the  poor  husbandman, 
who  pays  ten  small  Madras  fanams  as  a 
tax  on  cultivation,  unable  any  longer  to 
aubmit  to  be^wronged  and  insulted,  go  to 
Salem  to  the  officers  of  justice,  to  com- 
plain of  the  oppression  of  the  mootahdar, 
ten  or  twelve  rupees  are  requisite  for  food 
for  the  journey,  and  for  the  time  he  may 
have  to  remain  there ;  betides  wliicb, 
something  is  also  required  to  be  given  for 
writingv  the  petition ;  thus,  bow  can  be 
support  the  burden  of  so  niany  ezpences, 
and  whence  can  he  obuin  such  a  sum  ? 
In  addition  to  the  above,  the  desolation  of 
his  dwelling,  impediments  for  the  cultiva- 
4ion  of  his  land,  and  the  starvation  of  his 
children,  are  increased.  Again*  stiould 
any  one  of  known  honesty  and  good 
credit  be  able,  by  borrowing  money,  to 
provide  what  is  required  for  the  journey, 
he  comes  to  the  eoort-house,  and  there 
presents  his  petition.  Since  hundreds  of 
people  daily  present  themselves  to,  and 
press  oponi  the  officers  of  justice,  they 
enjoy  not  a  moment's  leisure;  although, 
first  attending  to  afiairs  of  importance, 
and  arranging  them  agreeably  to  priority, 
they  investigate  fairly,  and  decide  as  is 
fit  and  becoming,  still  the  petitioner, 
unable  to  afibrd  the  expences  required  for 
•a  long  a  contmuance  of  absence,  is 
obliged,  on -the  ap)>roach  of  distress,  to  re- 
turn along  with  the  mootahdar,  whose 
teeth  are  chattering  with  rage  towards 
him. 

<'The  moouhdars,  without  hesitation, 
tell  us,  '  We  have  purchased  the  country 
and  iti  inhabitants  from  the  Company, 
and  have  unrestrained  command  over  them; 
•p  great  is  our  authority,,  that  if  we  take  a 
liking  to  any  particular  person,  we  can 
give  him  as  a  present,  land  valued  at  150 
pagodas;  or,  if  we  wish  to  humble  or  ruin 
-any  one,  we  have  the  means  eliectaally  of 


Eau  l9dia  Company s  Affain. 


fllSO 


depriving  him  of  his  reputation,  and 
plundering  him  of  his  property.  Neither 
the  lord,  judge,  or  collector^  have  so  much 
power  as  this  in  our  mootahs  (farms),  and 
over  our  people,  or  will  they  ever  have 
it;  what  signifies  the  complainta  of 
wretches  like  you  V  Should  the  ryot 
prefer  an  accusation  in  a  court  of  justice, 
the  mootahdar  construes  it  into  a  roost 
serious  crime;  and,  in  consequence,  an 
extent  of  violence  and  cruelty  is  the  result. 
Thus  to  complain  against  the  mootahdar, 
is,  in  fact,  striving  to  draw  down  opprea- 
sioti  on  your  own  head.  In  submitting  p»« 
tiently  there  ts  no  relief,  to  lament  and 
bewail  is  equally  unavailing. 

<^  4th.  Again,  to  be  constantly  stating 
trifling  injuries  to  the  court  at  Salem, 
which  IS  ^^e  or  six  days  journey  from. 
Kistnagherry,  and  other  places,  is  quite 
out  iA  the  question;  for  a  aecond  Ims 
would  arise  greater  than  the  first.  For 
example,  gentlemen  tcavelling  to  and 
from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  fre- 
quently pass  along  on  the  high  road, 
throngh  these  districts.  The  orders  of 
the  collector  are  issued  by  the  thasseldar 
for  the  collecting  of,  and  selling  to  the 
travellers,  grass,  firewood,  fowls,  eggs, 
sheep,  and  other  articles,  as  may  be  re*' 
quired  by  them.  The  thasseldar  enjoins 
the  mootahdar  ,to  be  attentive.  The 
okDOtahdar  by  force  seises  from  the  houae 
of  each  individual  ryot,  firewood,  grass, 
fowls,  eggs,  &c.  In  this  manner  he  col- 
lect* together,  in  one  place,  whole  maunds 
of  hotter,  and  fi>wls,  sheep,  &c.  in  great 
nombers*  These  he  gives  out  to  tbe  gen- 
tlemen at  a  certain  price,  as  they  may  re- 
quire them;  what  remains  (and  this 
amounts  to  a  considerable  quantity)  he 
sends  Awmy  to  hit  own  house.  Thus,  for 
the  sake  of  a  little  butter,  grass,  and  a  lew 
fowls,  &c.  how  can  each  poor  farmer, 
quitting  his  house,  and  the  cultivation  of 
his  fields,  afiEbrd  to  go  to  Salem,  which  ia 
at  least  five  or  six  days  journey  distant, 
and  requires  ten  or  fifteen  ropeea  for  the 
attendant  expenCes? 

"5tb.  Many  of  these  mootahdars  of 
low  descent  and  connection,  destitoia 
even  at  one  period  of  bread,  who,  were 
they  to  yrwk  the  whole  day  together 
with  their  wives  and  children,  would,  with 
difficulty,  gain  a  single  Madras  fanam, 
thus  publicly  make  mention,  *  Should  the 
officers  of  government,  observing  the 
desolation  of  the  country,  and  the  distresa 
of  tbe  inhabitants,  which  has  proceeded 
from  our  harsh  ttvatment,  conceive  os  !• 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iisi] 


BaU  IhUbl  Cdmpanj^iAfatrs. 


Jone2,  181S. 


[list 


blame,  and  depriving  us  of  our  employ- 
ment, put  as  into  pmdn,  what  harm  does 
that  do  us?  Whatever  we  now  acquire, 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, accumulates  into  a  capital  sufficfent 
for  our  sons  and  daughters ;  to  na  also, 
Vrhen  confined,  they  give  a  doable  fanam 
daily,  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  the 
regulations.  So  great  a  degree  of  indul- 
gence  may  be  estimated  at  the  height  of 
good  fortune ;  besides  all  this,  after  we 
haye  been  kept  in  confinement  a  certain 
(ime»  they  will  at  length  release  us/ 

''  6th.  The  Company's  servants  possess 
4he  most  enlightened  judgment;  their 
knowledge  of  what  is  for  the  good  of  the 
country  is  as  boundless  as  the  ocesln ; 
they  have,  moreover,  an  acute  genius  in 
carrying  on  affairs  of  a  trifling  as  well  as 
those  of  an  important  nature ;  what  ad* 
vantilge  then  can  they  have  expected  in 
thus  distressing  and  ruining  us  poor  ryots, 
i)y  transferring  our  country  from  beneath 
their  own  immediate  authority,  in  sale  to 
the  dominion  and  management  of  such 
low,   poor,   worthless  creatures  ?    If   by 

Slandering  and  oppressing  the  people,  the 
enefit  of  the  Company  is  held  in  view ; 
^  3uch  a  procedure  is  not  only  unjust,  but 
18,  at  (he  same  time,  attended  with  very 
considerable  disadvantage;  for  example, 
the  total  amount  of  the  jummabundy  of 
this  system  of  mootahsazy  (delivering  the 
land  to  the  mootahdars)  is  scarcely  equi- 
valent to  half  of  the  collection  made  by 
colonel  Read : — thus,  how  is  it  possible 
for  any  one  to  conceive  it  an  advantage? 
Moreover  the  poverty  and  discontent  of 
the  ryots,  a  circumstance  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  is 
increased :  for  instance,  the  rents  collected 
yearly  iii  colonel  Read's  time  on  the  lands 
that  were  watered  from*  the  large  lake, 
near  the  village  of  Kistnagherry,  amounted 
to  seven  hundred  star  pagodas ;  and  now, 
by^he  jammabhundy  of  the  mootahdars, 
they  are  fi;Ked  at  250  pagodas  only  ;  in 
like  manner  a  loss  is  sustained  on  every 
other  article  of  revenue  or  taxation  through 
the  whole  province  ;  either  the^  circar 
should  k-eap  advantage^from  the  distress  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  the  inhabitants  should 
gain  by  the  loss  sdstained  by  the^circar 
in  the  deficiency  of  the  collections.  In 
xhort,  the  system  of  mootahsazy  is  not 
only  the  fountain  of  detriment  to  the 
state,  but  of  unavoidable  ruin  to  the  com* 
'munity. 

"7  th.  Saoh  is  the  conduct,  and  such 
are  the  measures  adopted  by  these  tyran- 
(  VOL.  XXVII.)  ^ 


nical  mootahdars,  that  yon  wonld  say  m 
fresh  race  of  refractory '  poly  gars  had 
sprung  up,  and  become  established  in  the 
centre  of  the  Company's  dominiotis.  If 
by  chance,  at  any  future  period,  ia  the 
hopes  of  raising  an  insurrection,  arrogating 
to  themselves  their  noble  origin,  they 
should  be  able  to  collect  together  a  num- 
ber of  vagrant  predatory  people,  by  in- 
festing the  roads,  and  committing  murders^ 
they  will  cause  the  destruction  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  prove  a  thorn  in  the  feet 
of  travellers  ;  nor  will  they  neglect  any 
opportunity  of  entering  into  leagaes  with 
the  enemies  of  this  permanent  empire. 

"  In  the  territories  also  of  the  polygars 
of  Coongunny,  Solegurry,  Angusgorry* 
and  especially  Baglore,  the  extent  of  the 
misery  and  sufferance  of  the  people^  is  of 
that  nature,  that  it  cannot  be  contained  ia 
the  vase  of  representation. 

*«  To  sum  up  the  whole ;  owing  to  die 
oppression  of  the  mootahdars  alone,  the 
ryots  and  people  of  every  class  Imd  de- 
scription, having  cast  their  effects  to  the 
wind,  and  lost  their  reputation,  have 
arrived  at  this  state  of  despair  and  disaffec- 
tion; moreover  they  firmly  believe,  that, 
should  at  any  time  (may  God  forbid  it)  an 
invasion  of  the  Compan/s  territories  take 
place,  it  would  be  a  most  fortunate  event/ 
and  the  meansof  their  acquiring  an  asyiuoi 
and  protection. 

'*The  writer  of  these  sheets  (who  is 
alone  actuated  by  attachment,  good-will, 
and  fidelity)  is  Meer  Gholaum  Alley» 
Meer-iyum,  who,  during  the  reign  of  the 
deceased  TippooSultaun,  was  honoured  by 
employment,  and  near  attendance  on  the 
presence,  and  exalted  by  being  nominated 
to  the  situation  of  Meer-i-yumey,  that  is^ 
to  the  agency,  superintendauce,  and  c6n- 
troul  of  the  naval  stores  at  the  different 
sea-ports  and  islands;  of  the  mercantile 
warehouses,  &c. ;  as  also  of  all  public 
stores  and  appurtenances  requisite  for 
war,  or  for  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
subject  to  the  deceased  monarch  ;  and 
who,  prior  to  having  been  thus  brought  up 
and  instructed  in  the  Toyal  presence,  had 
been  ordered  by  the  deceased  king  to  ac- 
company some  select  and  chosen  sirdars, 
who  went  in  the  year  of  Christ,  1788,  on 
a 
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liaTiog  made  evtry  inquiry  into  tba  ilai«- 
oT  tffairt,  and  icquired  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  French  langnafB,  I  wm  again 
made  happy  by  a  return  to  the  pretence 
of  my*  benefactor.  In  the  year  of  the 
Hegira»  1210  (a.  d.  1795)  being  a  lecond 
time'  appointed  to  an  embaity  from  Tippoo 
Sultaun  to  the  king  gi  France,  proceeded 
a0  far  at  Mangalore*  where  he  received 
from  the  deceased  Sultaun  an  exoneration 
from  this  duty,  and  an  order  to  resume  the 
administration  of  the  duties  of  my  former 
employment.  After  the  death  of  the  Sul- 
taun,  tne  commiserated,  and  the  taking  of 
bis  capital  and  dominions  by  the  vie* 
toriotts, generals  in  the  employment  of  the 
Company  Bahandar,  fourteen  star  pagodas 
and  nine  annahs  being  granted  to  me  by 
these  gentlemen  for  my  monthly  sub- 
sistence, I  chose  the  town  of  Kistnagherry 
for  my  place  of  residence,  there  to  receive 
the  pension  granted  to  me  by  the  British 
government. 

"  To  conclude,  having  made  myself  ac- 
qnainted  with  the  nature  of  the  affairs  of 
the  ryots,  and  the  different  occurrences  in 
the  district  of  the  Bara  Mahl,  influenced 
by  a  sense  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the 
•tate,^  which  is  at  all  times  painted  on  the 
page  of  my  mind,  I  was  emboldened  thus 
to  give  some  account  of  what  has  of  late 
transpired.  Besides  what  I  have  now  men- 
tioned,  there  are  also  many  other  circum- 
.  stances  worthy  of  being  made  known,  of 
which  your  welUwisher  is  acquainted ; 
and  which,  immediately  he  may  receive 
intimation  so  to  do,  he  will  hasten  to  re- 
present to  the  presence  aboundins-  in 
glory.  Whatever  may  be  the  wish  ofthat 
firtue  which  adorns  the  world,  and  tho^ 
mandate  of  exalted  dignity,  it  shall  be 
Qbeyed. 

^'  May  Uie  sun  of  empire,  and  undi- 
minithed  prosperity,  remain,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  clear  and  resplendent.     %  . 

^Should  there  appear  to  exist  in  the 
titles,  or  in  the  required  offerings  of  re- 
spect and  regard,  any  error  or  deficiency, 
I  remain  hopeful  of  forgiveness. 

"  Written  on  the  4tb  of  the  month  of 
Moburrum  ul  Herram  (or  14tb  March, 
V807,  it  appears  by  my  inquiry.) 
^  The  petitioner  of  the  well-  wisher, 
«'  Mbbr  Gholaun  Ally  Mbbriyum." 

Though  this  letter  is  adciressed  to  the 
governor  in  council  of  Madras,  I  cannot 
say  whether  it  is  upon  the  public  records 
of  that  presidency.  I  kopw,  however,  it 
'Vas'sent  by  a  «sember  of  that  godruumaut 
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to  the  late  governor  of  Bombay,  Mr^ 
Duncan,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  me, 
with  permission  to  make  any  public  nee  of 
it  I  might  think  proper. 

But  in  various  other  reports  on  th# 
xemindary  settlement,  some  of  which  are 
printed,  and  now  before  the  House,  it  is 
distinctly  admitted  by  many  of  the  most 
eminent  practical  servants  of  the  Company* 
who  have  witnessed  its  operation  and 
effects,  that  the  zemindars  or  mootahdars 
were  no  better  than  contractors  or  farmers 
of  the  public  revenue-r-that  the  prosperity 
of  India*  and  condition  of  the  ryots,  were 
not  likely  to  be  improved  under  it — that 
it  was  ill  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  country^— that  because  the  land-tax 
could  not  be  increased  after  the  settle- 
ment, the  rate  was  fixed  too  high  at  first— 
that  in  order  to  raise  the  revenue  for  go. 
vemment,  the  mootahdars  were  authorized  . 
to  exact  the  former  high  rents  from  the 
ryots,  thereby  keeping  them  as  poor  as 
ever— that  it  armed  the  mootahdar  with 
the  means  of  oppressing  the  ryots»  from 
which  our  courts  and  officers  could  not 
effectually  protect  them — that  whilst  it 
dissatisfied  and  prolonged  the  poverty  of 
the  lower  classes*  it  gave  the  zemindars  a 
power  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity*- 
and  that,  on  the  whole,  the  system  was  in- 
jurious to  the  subject,  and  dangerous  to 
government. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  change  was  too 
sodden  and  too  great  an  innovation  on  the 
settled  circumstances  of  society.  Benefits 
were  attempted  to  be  suddenly  prbduced 
by  the  magic  of  political  contrivance ;  and 
instead  of  founding  prosperity,  on  gcadual 
improvement  of  the  ryots  condition,  in* 
stead  of  restoring  them  by  degrees  to  the 
rank  of  their  forefothers  as  landholders, 
for  they  were  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  the  regulations  created  a  class  of 
men  with  a  totally  new  chaucter,  which 
could  not  easily  find  its  propet  level  in 
^society,  and  served  only  to  disturb  and 
confound  established  relations,  and  to  in* 
vade  the  acknowledged  righu  of  the  cnl* 
tivators.  The  consequence  is,  that  ift  thus 
preforring  a  hasty  attempt  at  immediate 
and  therefore  unattainable  advantages  to 
the  gradual  progress  of  improvement,  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  great  and 
noble  author  of  this  system  have  been,  as 
for  as  I  can  judge  from  observation  and 
inauiry,  completely  frustrated. 

I  must  also  observe,  that  this  system,  in 
its  operation  and  e^cts,  has  departed 
from  the  object  and  intentions  of  the  ho^ 
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noarabie  coorl  of  directors,  in  whose 
.  orders  of  the  12th  April|  1730,  lor  the 
establishment  of  the  permanent  settlement 
of  the  Indian  reTennoy  the  supreme'gOTem- 
ment  is  instracted  ^  not  to  introduce  any 
noTCl  system,  or  to  destroy  those  roles  or 
maxims  of  policy,  which  prcTailed  in 
well-regalatad  periods,  of  the  natife  go- 
vernments. A  moderate  jamma  or  assess- 
ment, regularly  and  panctually  collected, 
«nites  the  consideration  of  oor  interesi 
with  the  happiness  of  the  natives,  and  se- 
cvrity  of  the  landholders,  more  rationally 
than  any  imperfect  collection  of  an  ezae- 
gerated  jnmma,  to  be  enforced  with  se- 
verity and  vexation'' — adding  a  further 
injunction,  **  that  it  might  be  ascertained 
what  were  the  righu  and  pri? ileges  of  the 
zemindars,  and  other  landholders,  under 
the  institutions  of  the  Mogul  or  Hindoo 
gofermncnu/' 

From  the  preceding  detail,  however, 
and  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Fifth  Re- 
port, I  would  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
wisdom  and  consideration  of  this  House, 
whether  the  object  of  these  just  and  wise 
orders,  either  in  adherence  to  ancient 
rules  and  maxims  of  policy,  in  moderation 
of  jnmma,  and  attention  to  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  or  in  a  due  regard  to  their 
rights,  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  accom- 
plished, under  the  zemindary  settlement, 
in  Bengal,  or  the  mootahdary  system,  in- 
troduced on  the  »ame  principle,  under  the 
government  of  Madras. 

Indeed  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  the 
purely  political  letters  of  the  court  display 
ability  and  knowledge  in  the  science  of 
government,  and  a  liberality  of  principle, 
from  which  it  is  impossible  to  infer  but 
that  the  prosperity  of  India  would  be  ma- 
terially adfanced,  if  the  directors  would 
confine  themseWes  to  the  exercise  of  their 
political  functions.  It  is  only  where 
commerce  is  mixed  with  their  politics 
that  the  spirit  of  monopoly  is  displayed  in 
th^ir  correspondence — but  here  the  same 
jttstice  compels  me  to  add,  that  their  so?e* 
reign  interests  are  but  too  frequently 
aacrificed  to  views  of  commercial  eoio» 
lament. 

The  inefficiency  of  these  systems  further 
nppears  from  the  circumstance,  that  they 
have  conciliated  no  class  of  the  native 
community;  all  ranks,  we  are  informed, 
conceif  e  that  the  intention  of  ffovernment 
was  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  great 
zemindars  of  the  country,  whilst  the  ryots 
leel  themselves  in  no  respetts'  beUer  off 
than  they  were  before :  it  is  abo  certified 


to  ns  on  record,  that  the  lower  dassee,  at 
far  from  having  any  attachment  to  goveriK 
ment,  ^re  ready  to  join  almost  any 
standard  to  oppose  it.  Revenue,  revenu«« 
is  the  constant  end  universal  want  of  go* 
vernment ;  and  so  strong  is  this  impre^tioa 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  lew  caa 
believe  new  regulations  or  changes  to  be 
really  intended  lor  the  public  good,  or 
meant  to  promote  any  other  object  thaa 
that,  of  increasing  the  pecuniary  reaoarcea 
of  thestate.^ 

It  is  urged  in  behalf  of  the  zemindary 
settlement,  that  e?ery  estate  has  waaf 
lands  attached  to  it«.  and  that  when  thepz 
are  cultivated,  the  tax,  being  fixed,  will 
bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amonot 
of  produce.  But  in  this  argument  it  it 
forgotten,  that  there  must  be  an  increased 
demand  for  that  produce,  before  any  aog* 
mentation  of  the  ordinary  stock  can  b« 
rendered  valuable.  And  how,  lei  me  aak^ 
is  this  demand  to  arise  among-a  people  of 
beggars  ?  The  fact  is,  that  the  lands  so 
annexed  have  been  extensively  cultivated. 
The  climate,  soil,  and  instititttions  of  Indiat 
are  peculiarly  favourable  to  populatioa| 
but  as  numbers  increase,  the  coontrVi 
from  iu  uni? ersal  poverty,  affording  little 
or  no  means  of  employ  misnt  in  commerce 
or  manufactures,  these  people  can  only 
support  themselves  and  their  families  by 
tillage,  and  where  lands  can  be  had  fit  fer 
cultivation,  without  much  labour,. stocks 
or  capital,  they  are  soofi  appropriated  by 
an  increasing  population;  and  the  extent 
of  this  description  of  land  fbroaa^in  such 
case,  the  only  limit  to  the  nOmber  of  in*, 
habitants. 

But  what  is  the  nataral  oenaeqeence  I 
Human  labour  in  agriculture,  as. in  every 
other  species  of  manufacture,  yields  a  con* 
siderable  surplus.  The  demand  for  this 
surplus  being  once  supplied,  every  farther 
addition  only  tends  to  diminish  the  value 
of  the  general  stock.  A  zemindar's  waste 
lands  may  thus  be. cultivated  to  the  fullest 
extent,  and  yet  the  exchangeable  value  of 
the  surplus  produce  not  be  proportionally 
increased.  By  surplus  I  mean  all  that 
portion  of  produce,  which  the  ryot  doea 
not  reserve  for  his  own  consumption  and 
for  seed,  and  which  may  be  considered  as 
for  sale  in  the  market,  to  enable  bim  to 
pay  his  tax  to  go? ernment,  and  the  zemin* 
dar'srent.  If  only  the  quantity,  not  the 
exchangeable  value,  of  the  whole  l>e  in* 


*  See  sir  Henry  Strachey's  Letter  in. 
Fifth  Report,  p*  i2^  lo  i^%. 
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€flpaMd,  o\^n|^  to  a  iUetioii»r3r  demand »' 
mid  the  unvarying  po^rty  of  the  in** 
habitants,  ^he  •  larger  quantity  will  yield 
to  the  proprietor  in  anioont,  at  a  reduced 
price;  the  same  i%turn  ^s  the  scnaller 
quantity  did  before,  and  neither  party 
ecmcerned  in  the  produce  will  be  benefited 
by  tbe  increate  c  howerer  obvtotn  ihis  is 
fti  a  general  principle,  it  may  be  more 
e^ent  from  recurrence  to  events;  and 
•foe  e^cperience  of  Bengal  leads 'directly  to 
the  establishment  of  this  truth.  With  an 
Increased  bat  poor  popelation,  and  con- 
ieqnently  extended  cultivation,  it  is  proved 
hy  official  "reports  on  its  commerce  (be* 
Isre  the  House)  '^-^hat  the  price  of  rice, 
dnd  of  every  other  kind  of  food  4ised  by 
Hie  natives,  to  far  from  b tin ^enhanced^ 
hoa  been  'considerably  lower  on  the 
average  Qf  the  last  un  years,  than  during 
any  preceding  period  since  the  Company 
came  into  possession  of  the  Bewannee/'* 

From  these  c^ses  two  ^vils  proc^d^ 
The  price  of  food  is  so  low,  as  to  reduce 
Voth  the  rvalue  and  the  rent  of  landed 
property ;  and  a  superabnndant  popular 
tion,  eoupled  with  the  low  -price  of  pro- 
visional keeps  down  the  wages  of  labour 
to  about  3d*  per  diem. 

This  is  the  state  of  Uie  people  in  many 
parts  of  Bengal,  and  this  most  be  the  case 
Wherevcfr  the  zemindary  settlement  is  in* 
tvodvced,  or  the  tax  of  bilf  prodtice  is 
levied,  without  such  ^n  effectual  change 
in  the  commerciai  relations  of  the  co«mry 
its  I  am  about  to  recommend.  We  are 
told  in  the  evidence  before  the  House, 
that  the  people  of  India  are  poor,  because 
the  price  of  labour  is  low,  and  because 
lood  IS  cheap ;  but  the  cause  is  mistaken 
for  the  effect.  Food  and  labour  are  below 
their  natural  value,  because  the  people  are 
poor,  and  numerous,  and  want  proper  em- 
plojnnrieht;  hence  a  boasted  increasing 
population,  far  from  adding  to  the  stock 
of  national  wealth,  only  serves  to  fill  up 
,  the  measure  of  human  wretchedness  and 
distress. 

Hence  also  the  increase  of  cvicnes  and 
immorality  noticed  in  some  of  the  ablest 
papers  attached  to  the  Fiffch  Report,  and 
particularly  of  decoity,  the  great  scoulrge 
of  our  fairest  provinces.  The  'hordes  of 
gang  robbers,  known  in  India  under  the 
name  of  Decoits,  are  recruited  from  an 

*  See  Report  on  the  External  Commerte 
of  Bengal,  dated  10th  Sept.  1800,  in  the 
Papers  ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons 
to  be  printed. 
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measployed  people ;  their  acts  of  vbluce 
and  cruelty  are  not  only  most  freqaest, 
bat  of  the  blackest  dye ;  ^<  the  commii* 
sten  of  robberies,  murders,  and  the  laoit 
atrocious  cruelties,  ia  a  word  an  sggregiie 
of  the  most  atrociooa  crimes,"  are  men* 
tioned  by  the  governor  general  ia  cooBeil, 
in  his  fetter  to  the  coort  of  directon, 
dated  29th  May,  1810,  as  established  bt. 
yond  a  question  by    a   multiplicity  of 
proofs;  and  it  is  added,  **  Nor  let  it  be 
supposed  that  these  offences  were  of  me 
occurrence, .  or  confined  to  particolardii* 
tricts,  they  were  loommittsd  with  few  u* 
eeptiona,  and  with  slight  modificstiooi  of 
atrocity,  in  every  part  of  Bengal."  Then 
depre&tom  set  at  defiance  (aodwilJoe* 
oessarily  continue  to  do  so,  in  the  present 
state  of  things)  every  effort  of  goverattest 
to  suppress  or  restrain  them.    Police  re- 
gulations may  be  multiplied,  and  esdi  k 
more  plausible  than  the  other  in  pMBiied 
efficiency;  but  it  is  a  case,  winch  lap. 
prebend  to  be  beyond  the  reach  ofi6 
QM<ly»  ^  Any  restrictive  Ikw.    The  cril 
is  inseparable  from  the  present  orgaunr 
tion  of  society;   a  case,  in  fact,  where 
additional  legal  severities  only  add  to  tbe 
cruelty  and  ferocity  of  those,  whsae  m* 
cessities  impel  them  to  prey  on  tbeptbiic. 
Mitigate,  on  the  contsary,  the  rigusr  of 
your  existing  civil  institntions ;  open  vi^ 
the  gates  of  honest  industry ;  reriie  is 
the  breast  of  a  despondhfig  people  hop^, 
long  unknown  to  them«  of  protectioo  io 
sathering,  and  security  .in  enjoying,  the 
mits  of  labour ;  and  instead  of  absorbing 
the  wealth  of  the  country  in  mu  ioordioeie 
land4ax,  let  it  circulate  through  the  no* 
merous  channels  of  an  extensif e  popols' 
tion,  to  create  new  demands  for  the  em- 
ployment of  the  native,  and  theeacoQng^ 
ment  of  trade,  foreign  and  interns!;  tbefli 
but  I  fear  not  till  then,  may  we  pot  ai 
end  to  the  outrages  of  the  deceit. 

These^  Sir,  are  the  defects  of  the  semis* 
dary  and  mootahdary  settleoifnts.  The 
coiHlition  of  tlie  ryot, indeed,  under  sllthk 
revenue  systems  lately  adopted  in  lodi* 
4s  Dearly  the  same,  and  from  ihe.saDe 
cause  of  excessive  taxation,  as  under  the 
former  regime,  except  in  some  few  »«' 
tricts,  where,  through  the  hnmsmity,  W» 
I  may  add,  wisdom  of  the  Eurootsn  cel- 
leotors^  the  rates  of  theiand  tax  we  hiea 
somewhat  reduced. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  ^»  ^■*'?"J 
instancea  have  occurred  in  Indis,^w'J 
in  sptt»of the  heavy  prsssore  ofrfht  1*"^ 
«axi  vmWstbai  and  fcrbeanmco^  ■■* 
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pari  of  coUectom  hate  calWd  forth  the 
gratitude  atid  esteem  of  the  natives.  It 
would  bave  been  well  for  India,  had  the 
natural  wishes  and  .di$positions  of  these 
bumaae  peraoos  been  allowed  a  wider 
range;  bat,  unfortunately,  the  thirst  after 
revenue  has  ever  been  insatiable*  and 
jwM,  of  nectssity*  be  supplied,  la  this 
respect,  it  is  important  to  consider  the 
printed  accounts  presented  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  and  to  the  public,  which 
represent  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
India  in  general,  and  also  of  particular 
districts.  In  most,  if  not  all,  increase  of 
revenue  is  adduced  as  the  main  proof; 
and  even  the  best  and  the  raosfe  considerate, 
of  our  collectors  are  constantly  o&iiged  to 
Yefer  to  this  test,  well  knowing  it  to  be 
the  most  acceptable  and  impressive  evi* 
dence  of  ihek  own'  merits.  Bat  if  we 
compare  tbe  alleged  increase  of  revenue 
with  ihe  )M>urces  from  whence  it  is  drawn, 
we  shall  not  so  hastily  admit  their  concla- 
aion.  In  as  far  as  it  is  a  share  of  the  im- 
proved or  extended  cuUivatioo,  it  may 
prove  an  increase  in  the  numbers,  though 
not  in  the  wealth,  of  the  people ;  or  that 
the  forbearing  conduct  of  a  collector  has 
encouraged  fresh  cultivation,  although  a 
lion's  portion  still  goes  into  the  coffers  of 
the  state;  or,  it  may  prove,  that  his  vigi* 
lance  and  activity  have  detected  lands, 
which,  from  fraud  or  ignorance,  were  not 
before  subjected  to  th^  tax  ;  but  tn  neither 
of  these  points  of  view  is  it,  w>tth  respect 
to  India,  a  proof  of  that  increased  pros- 
perity, which  in  othek-  countries  augments 
the  public  revenue,  through  the  v^ry  dif- 
ferent mediomof  the  consumption,  aiul  ex- 
penditure of  the  opulent  classes  of  society. 
There  is  a  very  remarkable  instance  in 
the  papers  now  before  the  rHoose,  of  the 
revenues  of  an  Indian  district,  being  in- 
creased  in  eight  years  fVom  10. to  \%  lacs 
of  star  pacodas.  This  is  principally  to 
be  ascribed  to  tbe  discernment  and  vigi- 
lance of  a  distinguished  colle<Aor,  and  was 
ebiefly  accomplished  by  hi8:rediictog  tbe 
'government  demand  or  land-tax,  from 
;45  or  50  to  about  5S  or  84  percent,  of  the 
<gross  produce;  and  though  this  district 
will  doubtless  admit  of  a  <ve^y  fivrouTable 
comparison  witli  almost  any  other  inahe 
•same  country,  it  inust  still  be  recollected, 
that  this  tax  followed  ievery  iniprevement 
or  extension  of  iv»  coltivntion«  and  tbbt  a 
direct  partioipation  tiy  govvmosent,  to  this 
intent,  in  the  jn'oto  of  skgricdltoral  ^in- 
dustry, is  still  too .  h%b  >for  the  "pTomtlisn 


This  example,  however,  shows. whiit 
may  be  effected  by  a  reduction  of  th^ 
present  rate  of  the  land-tax;  but  until 
such  a  reduction  takes  place  generally,  I 
humbly  ask,  whether  any  rational  hopjB 
is  presented  to  us,  of  increased  prosperity 
in  India?  In  the  present  state  of  things,, 
I  firmly  believe  there  is  none;  and  as  such, 
I  trvtst  the  condition  of  this  interesting 
people,  and  tbe  institutions  by  wliioh  they 
are  got'erned^  will  be  fpund  to  deserve  thio 
attention  of  parliament* 

If  I  have  enlarged  on  this  topic,  it  is 
with  a  view  to  excite  some  attention  to  it, 
as  a  separatf  and  distinct  object  of  con- 
sideration ;  as  one>  indeed,  to.  which  we 
are  summoned,  by  the  sacred  calls  of 
justice,  as  weU  as  by  the  mofe  interested 
viewsof  commercial  policy* 

On  the  general  contest  <^f  parlies  which 
has  of  late  been  dilBplayed  in  this  metro- 
polis,, all  eager  to  partake  of,  or  to  appro- 
priate, the  benefits  of  an  intercourse  witji 
India,  shall  we.  Sir,  for^t  the  ii^babitams 
of  tbe  country  itself?  £very  other  pa^ty 
in  this  great  cause  has  its  advocatesa  ^m. 
the  ablest  advocates,  to  assert  their  r^* 
spective  claims  ;  but  in  behalf  of  the  po4^r 
neglected  Indian,  how  few  have  yot  been 
found  to  raise  their  voice  ?  And  if  I  f  tep 
forward  to  assert  a  cause  which  others  ^re 
indisposed  to  undertake,  I  do  it,  in  con- 
fidence that  a  British  House  of  Common* 
will,  at  least,  receive  tbe  appeal  with  in- 
dulgence ;  and  that  however  unequal  my 
humble  elForU  may  be  to  the  arduous  tasl^, 
they  will  not  be  allowed  to  diminish  the 
interest  which  the  case  itself  Is  so  natu- 
rally calculated  to  excite,  and  which  palls 
%o  loodly  upon  the  humanity  ^nd  jusU|;e 
of  the  country. 

Butto  detoend  from  these  higher  aiyl 
most  serioos  considerations  to  those  of  lefs 
real  interest  and  more  limited  operation  jip 
tbe  resolutions  now  belore  the  committed, 
I  must  also  add,  that  it  is  for  these  reasons 
I  cbieAy  regret  they  should  contain  so 
many  restraints  on  private  tradbe.  A  p^- 
fectly  free  trade  to  and  from  India  would 
iStill  dottMioh;  the  capital  that  would  be 
dr;»i«n  thither;  the  .expisnditure  and  ifi* 
creased  industry  which  would  ac^o^ps^^y 
its  dronlation;  the  conseqjient  efiecMiifil 
demand  Ibr'tbe  products  of  the  comitrj^ ; 
a  fttr  more  liberal  ioocoorag^n^ept  thj^n 
no#  esista  to  export  iu  ^raw  mat^rial^  40 
this  coontnyrtoiadvantage,  would  oMiaVfe 
the  lvalue  of  >Indi4s^«siatas,  end  insure  tke 
'cnUiiiatiditof4he:wasies,  by.<)|>eiii»g  tifm 
<lHte«kfar:ifaediq;oiftKi»Jbmr  ftwm* 
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the8e>  Sir,  tre  the  advantages  which  I 
shoold  anticipate  from  the  natural  counie 
of  commercial  freedom;  and  I  fear  there 
is  no  prospect  of  any  palliation  of  the 
evils  I  have  described,  till  the  trade  be 
rendered  perfectly  free;  titl  the  East 
India  Company  withdraw  from  a  course, 
which  nothing  but  antiquated  prejudices 
could  make  them  think  profitable ;  which 
is,  ifi  fact,  attended  with  ruinous  losses  to 
themselves ;  and  which  distracts  their  at- 
tention and  views  from  the  greater  objects. 
It  is  now  their  doty,  as  much  as  it  is  their 
interest  to  pursue. 

If  they  persevere  in  the  trade,  it  is  no 
reproach  to  the  individuals  who  conduct 
it  to  say,  that  the  benefits  anticipated 
never  can  be  realized,  for  the  bar  to  their 
attainment  lies  in  the  system  itself. 
£very  merchant  is  a  monopolist  at  heart ; 
but  when  every  merchant  is  on  an  eoual 
footing,  the  same  principle  pervadine 
every  breast  neutralizes  by  its  natural 
operation  the  prejudicial  influence  of  a 
love  of  gain,  and  produces  through  the 
mass  of  society  common  benefits.  But 
when  a  merchant  is  raised  by  exclusive 
power  above  his  equals,  that  power  is 
sure  to  be  abused ;  it  cannot,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  be  otherwise;  and  this,  a«  far 
as  my  Experience  goes,  has  invariablv 
been  the  consequence  of  the  Company  s 

•  interference  in  the  trade  of  India.  Wb^re 
the  market  is  exclusively  in  their  own 
bands,  prices  are  arbitrarily  kepi  down,  to 

-  the  prejudice  of  production.  Where  the 
market  is  open,  their  agents  enter  it  as 
competitors,  who  must,  at  all  events,  be 
served,  and  prices  are  raised^  to  the  prejo* 
dice  of  consumption.  Articles  or  raw 
produce  in  India,  liave,  by  this  uoe^aal 
competition,  been  doubled  in  their  pnme 
co^,  at  which  rate  they  cannot  profitably 
be  imported  into  England,  though  it  caa 

'  be  shown  they  would  be  at  the  natoral 
price  of  the  commodity. 

I  therefore  repeat  it.  Sir,  it  is  only  bj 
a  free  and  unshackled  trade,  that  India 
can  now  be  materially  benefited.  The 
demands  of  such  a  trade  would  give  a 
Talue  to  the  produce  of  estates,  which,  in 
my  humble  optnioni  it  cannot  otherwise 
acquire.  Cultivation  WQuld  then  be  ex- 
tended^  as  an  object  of  f^n,  npt  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  sopplyme  bars  subsisi- 
•nee  to  a  poor  aAd  miserable  populatioD ; 
Ibe  exchangeable  vdue  of  produce  would 
be  raised  by  a  new  aad  efiectual  demand, 
instead  of  sinking  by  mreater  additions  to 

-movex  abundant  supply;  undthaadvan* 


Eoii  Mia  OmfamfM  4fffim. 


[113f 


tages  anticipated  from  the  annexation  of 
waste  lands  to>very  zemindary  would 
then  be  felt ;  for  then  the  present  over- 
whelming land-tax  would  be  diminished 
in  its  pressure  and  amount,  in  proportion 
to  the  increased  value  of  the  gross  pro- 
duce from  every  estate. 

Much  more,  Sir,  than  the  imperftet 
statements  I  have  brought  forward  might 
be  urged,  were  this  the  time  to  enlarge  on 
so  fruitful  a  theme;  but  I  feel  that  I  have 
too  long  trespassed  on  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee,  and  shall  therefore  only 
concisely  submit  to  their  consideration  the 
state  of  this  interesting  people  in  one  other 
point.  I  have  already  explained  how  the 
established  customs  of  these  pe^mle,  as  to 
early  marriages,  and  the  ease  with  which 
they  procure  food,  favour  the  increase  of 
population :  as  matters  now  stand  in 
India,  all  the  deplorable  evils  of  redun- 
dancy are  absolutely  inevitable;  I  would 
therefore  humbly  entreat  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  this  view  of  the  question, 
as  constituting  another  urgent  daim  on 
the  philanthropy  which  distinguishes  this 
enlightened  age,  and  characterizes  many 
of  the  public  acts  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. Let  us  calmly  weigh  the  donestie 
customs  which  admit  of  no  change,  awl 
which  are  of  too  tender  and  consolatary  a 
nature  even  to  justify  our  regrets ;  lei  us 
weigh  these,  Sir,  with  the  political  insti- 
tutions and  restraints  I  have  described, 
fmd  perhaps  the  conviction  of  my  owm 
mind  may  be  impressed  on  erery  friend 
of  humanity,  that  for  the  dire  evil  of  re- 
dundant population,  which  is  a  pregnant 
source  or  mischiefs  and  wretchedness  to 
our  Indian  subjects,  there  is  no  remedy 
nor  palliation,  but  in  this  multiplied  de- 
mands and  various  employments  which 
perfectly  firee  trade  would  create. 

Need  I  appeal  to  the  modern  state  of 
the  finest  countries  in  Europe  and  Africa, 
as  well  as  in  Asia  ?  or  to  dborders  nearer 
the  seat  of  British  refinement,  in  a  sister 
kingdom?  Facility  of  procuring  food, 
such  as  the  wretched  peasantry  are  obliged 
to  content  themselves  with,  increases 
numbers  fastejr  than  the  means-  of  honest 
and  profitable  employment;  thus  in  Ire- 
land, as  in  India,  a  redundant  popalatiott 
endures  the  complicated  evils  of  want,  ig^ 
norance,  and  depravity. 

I  would  wish  to  Consider  the  resolutions 
before  us  as  one  step  towards  the  attain- 
ment  of  these  benefits;  they  open  ar^resh 
prosoflifct  to  our  view,  and  as  such  are  en- 
titled  to  our  support    But  die  coatkni- 
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tnce  of  4he  CompaDy's  trade  for  twenty 

years  looger,  appears  to' me    aD  insur* 

mountable   obstraction  to  the  improTe- 

^         ment  which  I  anticipate.    There  may  be 

^        other  serioQS  objections  to  so  long  a  period ; 

bat  this  is    amonff  the   weightiest,    and^ 

I  should  therefore  nope  that  this  part  of 

'         the  resolutions  may  yet  be  modified. 

I  express  this  wish  the  more  fervently, 
in  order  that  the  natives  of  India  may  not 
*  feel  (as  they  otherwise  would,  though  in 
silence)  that  their  interests,  which  ought  to 
have  been  a  primary  consideration,. have 
been  totally  neglected.  Their  sagacity 
.  will  lead  them  attentively  to  watch  our 
present ,  proceedings,  and- let  os^  beware 
that  we  give  them  no  just  cause  for  re- 
proach. Let  thenfi  know  that  they  have 
oeen  thought  of  on  this  great  occasion ; 
and  when  they  perceive  the  justice  of  our 
legislation,  in  its  efiects  rather   than  in 

Professions  and  proclamations,  which  they 
ave  learned  to  disregard  from  seeing 
them  rarely  fulfilled,  we  may  then  look 
with  confidence  to  their  fidelity,  attach- 
ment, and  gratitude. 

As  to  .what  is  said  of  the  India  trade 
being  incapable  of  increase,  the  assertion 
Is  completely  refuted  by  the  Reports*  of 
Indian  commerce.  It  has  increased,  and 
Tery  considerably  too,  since  the  admission 
into  it  of  the  American  and  British  private 
traders.  The  fact  is  fully  proved ;  and  it 
is  a  fair  inference,  that  further  freedom 
would  occasion  a  still  further  extension  of 
commercial  intercourse,  and  its  conse- 
quent advantages. 

The  other  position,  generally  coupled 
with  the  preceding,  that  the  wants  of  the 
native  Indians  are  fixed  and  unchangeable. 
It  much  of  the  same  stamp ;  but  the  anti- 
quated'prejudice,  which  asserts  or  believes 
it,  is  in  my  opinion  more  absurd  than  the 
Hindoo  prejudices  themselves,  which  it  is 
meant  to  expose.  Why  search  for  doubtful 
.  craoses,  when  there  are  obvious  ones  before 
Qt,  for  the  continuance  of  which  ourselves 
mre  answerable,  and  which  it  only  rests 
with  a  British  legislature  to  remove? 
What  we  conceive  to  be  fixed  or  stationary 
in  their  habits  and  wants,  may  be  more 
strictly  ascribed  lo  the  despotism  of  their 
governors,  and  their  own  confirmed 
poverty;  these  are  causes  which  would 
produce  the  same  effects  in  every  other 
people. 

*  See  Reports  on  External  Commerce 
in  India,  ordered  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  be  printed,  SOth  April,  1813* 
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Adherence  to  native  customs,  and  ob- 
stinaty  in  superstition,  which  are  said  to 
elude  the  hand  of  innovation,  and  to  defy 
the  spirit  of  improvement,  are  not  exclu- 
sively peculiar,  if  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
degree  imputable, to  the  Hindoo  character; 
less  obscure  causes,  whose  agency  is  ob- 
trusively discernible,  in  arbitrary  civil  in- 
stitutions and  oppressive  fiscal  regulations, 
produce  inveteracy  of  habit,  and  languid 
indifference,  or  settled  aversion  to  changer 
and  improvements,  in  India,  jost  as  the 
same  tremendous  causes  have  operated  the 
moral  and  intellectual  debasement  o£ 
Egypt,  Palestine,  and  Greece :  it  is  the 
common  fate  of  all  countries  under  Ma- 
hommedan  subjugation. 

In  speaking  of  the  Hindoos,  particularly 
in  this  country,  something  mysteTipus  it 
always  fancied  to  belong  to  them,  as  if 
they  were  *not  composed  of  flesh  and 
blood,  nor  had  passions  and  desires,  at 
the  rest  of  the  human  species.  Now,  Sir, 
of  all  the  Indians  I  have  ever  seen,  none 
were  deficient  in  the  ordinary  sensibilities 
of  our  nature,  none  indisposed  to  the  en- 
joyments and  comforts  of  life,  when  they 
had  but  ihe,  means  of  obtaining  them.. 
Their  wants  might  not  be  precisely  the 
same  as  those  of  Europeans ;  but  if  their 
circumstances  allowed  it,  they  would  have 
new  wants,  which  European  capital,  skill, 
and  industry  could  best  supply ;  and  the 
various  productions  now  raised,  or  capable 
of  being  raised,  in  their  own  country, 
which  they  would  have  to  interchange 
with  us,  would  afford  means  and  commo- 
dities for  trade,  which,  if  free,  might  be 
carried  to  an  indefinite  extent,  with  incal- 
culable advantage  to  Britain  as  ^ell  as  to 
India. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  only  the  most  complete 
freedom  of  trade,  that  can  now  efiect  Ally 
promote  the  prosperity  of  our  Asiatic  pos- 
sessions, or  that  will  ever  enable  us  to, 
apply  a  corrective  to  those  evils  in  our 
revenue  institutions,  which,  by  a  premature 
decision,  we  have  decreed  to  be  perpetoaU 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  added  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Com- 
pany's accounts,  lately  brought  before 
parliament  and  the  public;  but  I  feel  . 
that  I  have  already  too  long  trespassed  on 
the  time  of  the  committee,  to  enter  into 
further  details  at  pcesent.  It  is,  howerer, 
of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  Qpm- 
pany's  own  Interests,  as  to  the  public,' 
that  these  accounto  should  be  clearly  and 
distinctly  understood ;  and  I  shall  there* 
fore  claim  yQur  indulgence  to  offer  n^y 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ iC 


n;^]  MOUSE  (KP  COMMONS,  East  India  V6mpmy*i  Affam. 


[1196 


optnioQ  on*  thejin  oh  a  ibture  night ;  b^- 
diuse,  if  my  view  of  their  result  be  correct, 
it  will  tflTord  another  strong  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  extension  of  the  Company's 
privileges  for  so  long  a  period  as  is  pro* 
posed.  Reserving,  therefore;  what  I  have 
to  add  on  this  head,  I  shall  only  trouble 
the  committee  with  one  more  short  remark. 
Misrepresentation  of  the  motives  of 
public  conduct  is  no  new  occurrence ;  and 
with  the  consciousness  of  uprightness 
which  I  feel  within  my  own  breast,  any 
thing  that  may  be  said  of  my  motives,  on 
this  occasion,  will  certainly  give  me  no 
uneasiness^  ' 

'  I  could  wish  it  only  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  sentiments  i  have  expressed  are 
neither  new,  nor  adopted  for  the  present 
occasion,  nor  dictated  by  hostility  towards 
the  East  India  Company.  Those  who 
know  me  will  bear  witness,  that  they  have 
been  the  firm  and  constant  impressions 
of  my  mind,  ever  since  I  was  able  to 
iktake  satisfactory  inquiry,  and  procure 
aathentic  information,  on  the  subjtrct, 
at  the  public  records  of  the  East  India 
Company  will  abo  attest.  Nothing  but  a 
sincere  conviction  of  their  truth,  and  an 
ardent  hope  of  their  resulting.  sQoner  or 
later,  in  some  degree  of  public  good, 
could  have  induced  me  to  submit  them  to 
the  judgment  of  this  honourable  House. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  must  apologize.  Sir, 
for  introducing  any  thing  relating  to 
myself.  1  have  only  offered  this  short 
explanation,  lest  mistepresentation,  by 
ascribing  motives  to  my  arguments  and 
opinions,  which  have  never  influenced 
them,  might  thereby  injure  a  cause  which 
I  have  it  so  much  at  heart  to  promote. 


^cKof  the  \Uhqf  June  l^\% 
(See  Fol.  26,  p.  634.; 
Mr.  Rkkarde  aaid : 

Mr.  Speaker ; — When  I  had  last  the 
bonour  ot  addressing  this  House,  I  endea- 
voured to  explain  certain  reasons,  which 
operated  with  peculiar  force  on  my  mind, 
in  favour  of  a  free  trade  between  India 
and  England,  as  the  only  apparent  remedy 
fbr  a  most  important  evil  in  our  civil  in- 
stitutions abroad,  and  as  the  means  of 
realizing  to  the  inhabitants  of  India  those 
blessings,  it  was  the  object  of  the  zemin- 
dary  settlement  to  confer. 

&me  objections  have  been  made  to  nly 
view  of  the  case,  but  none  that  in  the  least 
wi^en  the  facts  adduced  as  to  the  enuf- 


mity  of  the  Indian  land  tax,  and  Us  para- 
lyzing local  effects.  These  are  certain, 
and  recorded  :  supported  by  a  variety  of 
official  documents,  and  by  the  concurring 
testimony  of  many  high  authorities  now 
in  England.  One  honourable  member 
indeed  (Mr.  Thornton)  produced,  the 
other  night,  an  exti'act  from  the  Fiflh  Re- 
port, avowedly  to  shew  that  my  impressions 
were  erroneous;  yet  one  of- the  passages 
in  that  very  extract,  as  the  House  will  no 
doubt  recollect,  expressly  stated,  that 
under  the  system  alluded  to,  no  ryot 
could  get  rich  by  means  of  his  industry. 

Now,  Sir,  if  the  hon.  gentleman's  ob- 
ject bad  been  to  produce  authority  in 
support,  rather  than,  in  refutation^  of  my 
position,  nothing  more  appropriate  could 
nave  been  selected ;  fbr  this  is  the  pointy 
and  the  only  point  in  the  zemindary  set* 
tiement,  I  then  insisted  on.  It  is  precisely 
this  confirmed  poverty  of  the  people,  this 
inability  to  get  rich,  that  I  regard  m 
the  great  evil  of  that  system ;  and  for 
which  I  see  no  remedy,  (since  the  rate  of 
tax  is  decreed  to  be  unalterable,)  except 
through  the  medium  of  a  free  trade  ;  the 
demands  of  which  would,  in  the  manner  I 
then  described,  give  an  additional  value  to 
landed  produce,  so  as  to  diminish  the  re- 
lative amount  of  the  tax,  and  leave  to  the 
zemindar  something  more  than  the  oniser- 
ble  pittauce  he  now  gets  as  the  net  rent  of 
his  estate. 

Various  other  extracts  might  be  made 
from  the  Fifth  Report,  equally  illustrative 
of  the  facts  adduced ;  but  I  forbear  to 
trouble  the  House  with  them,  as  the  Report 
is  on  the  table.  All  I  hope  is,  that  the 
Report  itself  may  be  now  more  generally 
read  ;  for,  however,  volom'uious,  it  coo- 
tains  a  number  of  most  interesting  docu- 
ments, and  such  as^  I  am  sacisfie'd,  will  be 
found  fully  to  conBrin  all  the  opinions  I 
have  so  long  held  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. It  will  be  there  seen,  that  in  Bengal 
for  example,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  other 
parts  of  India)  the  ancient  fabric  of 
society,  with  its  natural  ties; and  influences, 
and  authorities,  has  been  shaken;  the 
most  ancient  and  respectable  families,  the 
natural  bonds  of  society  in'  all  conntries, 
neglected  and  impoverished ; .  themselves, 
and  their  descendants,  confounded  witli 
the  mass  of  the  people ;  and  this  mass  of 
the  people,  (the  point  to  which  I  *  chiefly 
adverted)  to  use  the  words  of  an  official 
document  at^ched  to  the  Fifth  Report| 
**just  what  their  fathers  were^—apquiring 
by  labour  what  b  barely  necesury  Ibr 
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ibeir  existence— and  unable,  by  dint 
either  of  parsimony  or  of  industry,  to  be- 
come rich." 

1  do  not  say  that  other  parts  of  our  civil 
institutions  in  India  are  equally  defective, 
nor  that  some  of  them  are  not  good ;. 
whilst  nothing  can  be  further  from  my  de- 
sign than  to  question,  in  respect  to  any 
of  these  institutions,  the  merit  of  intending 
to  promote  the  public  advantage ;  but, 
admitting  -this  intention  to  have  been  ac- 
complished— admitting  our  institutions  to 
be  generally  sound — is  this  a  sufficient 
plea,  when  partial  disorder  manifests  it- 
self>  to  reject  the  consideration  of  a 
remedy  \  It  has  been,  however,  objected 
to  my  notice  of  a  serious  and'ascertained 
evil,  that  the  general  principles  of  the 
system  were  good;  adding,  at  the  same 
time,  in  apology  for  admitted  errors,  that 
perfection  was  not  to  be  expected  vin  any 
human  institution;  but  this  is  an  argu- 
ment entirely  favourable,  rather  than  ad- 
Tterse,  to  ihe  line  I  have  adopted.  If  de- 
fects are  inevitable,  it  is  no  reflection 
either  on  the  authors  or  ministers  of  any 
political  system,  to  point  them  out  for 
palliation,  or  remedy,  as  soon  as  they  are 
discovered ;  and  if  tbil  be  performed  in 
the  spirit  of  truth,  and  not  from  a  love  of 
censure  or  of  slander,  some  at  least,  I 
should  hope,  of  my  present  hearers  will 
be  disposed  to  think  it,  not  only  justifiable, 
but  useful.  To  object  to  the  exposure  of. 
defects,  is  to  shut  the  door  against  im- 
provement: and  to  exaggerate,  as  has 
Deen  often  done,  the  governing  system 
.of  India,  as  fraught  with  every  excellence, 
is  to  check  inquiry  into  those  means  of 
improvement,  which  the  principle  of  this 
objection  admits  to  be  requisite  in  every 
institution  of  man. 

In  very  many  of  the  accounts  which 
are  given  to  in  respecting  India^  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  proceed  with  a  certain  goard 
upon  our  judgments.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  they  are  oar  own  accounts  of 
our  own  acts,  and  cannot  therefore  be  ex- 
pected to  be  always  free  from  those  par- 
tialities, which  the  tiprit  de  corpi  has  an 
invariable  tendency  to  create.  Justice, 
moderation,  peace,  and  security,  are  ever 
proclaimed  to  be  the  object  of  our  go- 
▼ernmeiit  in  India — and  a  general  con- 
iciousness,'that  such  is  really  and  honestly 
intended,  leads  many  to  believe,  that  such 
really  have  been  its  practical  effects.  In 
no  documents,  indeed,  more  than  in  those 
now  on  the  table  of  the  Houie»  do  we  find 
(VOL.XXyiL) 


this  spirit,  mixed   with  a  great  deal  of 
sound  reasoning  and  authentic  matter. 

I  would,  on  no  account,  however,  have 
it  conceived,  that  I  mean  to  throw  any 
imputation  on  the  public  servants  m  India. 
In  speaking  of  them#  I  of  course  exclude 
myself:  an  honourable  director  has  al- 
ready been  pleased  to  inform  the  House 
of  my  unworthiness,  at  least  in  his  estima- 
tion. Always,  therefore,  excepting  my- 
self,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  with  per^* 
feet  propriety,  to  say  that  India  exhibits 
as  able,  and  as  honourable,  a  set  of  public 
servants  as  any  country  upon  earth.  Some 
of  these  have*  appeared  at  the  bar  of  this 
House,and  receif  ed  the  deserved  encoAiium 
of  my  right  honourable  and  eloquent 
friend  on  the  bench  below.  Others  may 
be  judged  of  from  their  writings,  many 
of  which  are  now  before  the  public:  and 
it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the 
intelligence  they  display,  and  the  eminent 
qualifications  of  their  authors,  for  the  dis^ 
charge  of  the  great  trusts  reposed  in  them% 
But,  Sir,  with  such  men  to  administer  the 
government  of  India — with  a  soil,  climate, 
and  population,  highly  favourable  to 
prosperity— -is  it  not  wonderful  tbs^t  every 
thing  should  appear  stationary  ?  Nay,  is  jt 
not  more  wonderful  that  prosperity  should 
not  rapidly  advance? — and  that  the  mass 
of  the  people  should  now  be  described  by 
some  of  their  most  eminent  and  distin- 
guished rulers,  to  be  actually  unable  ta 
grow  rich,  either  by  industry  or  by  parsi* 
mony  ?  Hor  my  own  part  I  cannot  con- 
ceive a  stronger  argument  than  this. is  to 
prove,  that  our  institutions  in  India  con-' 
tain  some  radical  defect,  of  power  suffi- 
cient to  counteract  the  zeal  and  humanity 
of  the  most  meritorious  functionaries. 

The  radical  defect  I  take  to  be  the  ex- 
orbitancy of  the  Indian  land-tax;  and 
whilst  this  continues  to  bear  upon  the. 
great  mass  of  society  with  its  present 
weight,  my  own  conviction  is,  that  the 
benefits  intended  to  be  communicated  to 
the  natives  will  never  reach  them. 

Free  commerce  being  the  only  medium 
through  which,  in  my  opinion,  any 
amelioration  of  their  condition  is  likely  to 
be  obtained,  I  expressed,  on  a  former 
occasion,,  my  anxious  wish  that,  in  the 
enactments  now  about  to  take  place,  ther^ 
migt^t  be  as  few  restraints  as  possible  on 
the  private  trade,  and  that  the  East  India 
Company  would  withdraw  from  what  i» 
attendea  with  loi^  to  their  commercial^ 
and  prejudice  to  their  sovereigti,  interests  t 
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■  -       "lof  thfe 


pear,  I  consulted  the  real  benefit 
Company :  t«  promote  \t,  in  the  most 
effectual  manner  possible,  has  long  been 
Im  object  of  my  solicitade  and  inquiry ; 
it  has  not  only  been  toy  wish,  but  my 
^uty— bot,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
duty,  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me, 
as  an  honest  servant,  always  to  give  a  fair 
▼lew  of  the  Company's  affairs,  neither 
magnifying  advantaees  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  concealing  real  mjury  and  loss  on  the 
other. 

I  was  first  led  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
commercial  losses,  by  the  share  I  had  in 
the  administration  of-  their  affairs  on  the 
western  side  of  India.  Some  of  these  I 
ihall  briefly  notice,  as  connected  with  the 
object  of  the  7th  Resolution  now  before 
ns — or  the  proposed  complete  separation 
i»f  the  Company's  commercial,  from  their 
|)olitical,  accounts. 

The  first  thing  deserving  of  notice  is  tbe 
Stem  in  the  Company's  accounts,  called 
"  Commercial  Charges." 

Upon  looking  into  the  books  of  iht 
commercial  factories,  including  the  forest 
conservator's  books,  subordinate  to  the 
presidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  books  of 
the  warehouse  department  at  the  same 
presidency,  I  found  they  contained  two 
distinct  sets  of  charges — the  one  classed 
under  the  head  of  "  Charges  on  Mer- 
chandize," the  otberunderthatof ''  Com- 
mercial Charges."  The  former  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  invoices  of  the  Company's 
trade — the  latter  always  and  wholly  ex- 
cluded. The  '*  Commercial  Charges," 
are  already  explained  in  the  Third  Report, 
lo  consist  chiefly  of  the  expence  of  ser- 
vants and  establishments  attached  to  the 
Company's  commercial  department ;  and 
are,  therefore,  obviously  charges  on  their 
trade — and  though  in  the  accounts  lately 
laid  before  parliament,  an  item  is  included 
for  "  Commercial  Charges,"  yet  it  is  clear, 
from  this  arrangement,  that  all  the  more 
partial  statements,  given  on  record,  of 
particular  branches  of  the  trade,  and  taken 
from  invoices  alone»  must  be  erroneous, 
and  tbe  profit,  csilculated  in  such  state- 
ments, purely  ideal. 

But  besides  these  ''Commercial  Charges," 
I  found  various  others  dispersed  through 
these  subordinate  t^o«ks,  purely  of  a  com- 
mercial nature,  and  carried  to  no  par- 
ticular or  general  head.    Such  as 

Warehouse  stores. 

Dead  stock. 

Jnterest  on  balances  do^  f<^  investments 


and  on  monies  borrowed  fbr  iovestinenc, 
when  none  was  procurable  from  the  pobKe 
treasury. 

Loss  by  remittance  of  dollare  and 
specie. 

Ditto  by  cotton  thrown  overbomrd— •- 
damaged— or  outstanding,  irrecoverable. 

Ditto  by  transporting  pepper. 

Contingent  expences  of  weavers  esta^ 
bliihments. 

Factory  repairs,  &c. 

The  denomination  of  these  charges  b  of 
itself  sufiicient  to  prove  their  commerdsl 
nature;  yet  in  no  statement,  whick  has 
yet  been  given  of  the  Company's  trade, 
do  these  appear.  They  roust  conseoaently 
therefore  attach  to  the  political  head  ;  and 
have  hitherto  been  allowed,  improperlr 
and  even  unjustl  v,  to  swell  out  this  brancD 
of  the  Company  s  accounts. 

When  in  Bombay,  I  framed  from  Ibe 
subordinate  books  before  referred  to  a 
general  statement,  in  which  I  classed  or 
rathe^  added  to  the  head  of  '<  Commercial 
Charges,"  all  the  dispersed  charges  above 
enumerated,  so  as  to  comprise  the  vrhole 
in  one  column.  This  account  shews  tbe 
whole  of  these  charges  for  ten  years,  or 
from  1800*1  to  1809-10,  to  amount  to 
368,703/.;  whereas,  in  Appendix  12,  Of 
the  Third  Report,  the  sum  total  of  Bombay 
commercial  charges  for  17  years  is  only 
225,862/.  It  is  hence  clear,  that  tbe  item 
of  *'  Commercial  Charges"  lately  bron^ 
forward  'in  the  Company's  accounts,  lakl 
before  parliament,  does  not  tnclnde  all 
the  charges  of  a  commercial  natare  in* 
curred  by  the  Company,  over  and  above 
those  inserted  in  the  invoices. 

Whilst  prepartne  this  statement  from 
the  subordinate  books,  I  got  from  the  ac- 
countant-general's office  an  account  of 
"  Commercial  Charges,"  framed  in  that 
department,  as  I  presume,  from  the  geoe* 
ral  books.  This  is  probably  confined  to ' 
the  head  of  '<  Commercial  Charges"  lo 
those  books,  and  does  not  include  ^b 
various  dispersed  charges  which  I  have, 
as  above  stated,  classed  under  that  bead. 
On  comparing  this,  hotvever,  with  Appen- 
dix 12,  of  Third  Report  for  the  same  yean 
in  each,  I  find  the  charges  in  every  year 
considerably  to  exceed  those  given  in  the 
Heport.  It  is  therefore  confirmed  to  as, 
that  the  item  of  "  Commercial  Charges" 
in  the  Report  in  (juestion,  is  considelrably 
undeprated,  and  "that  a  mass  of  other 
charges  incurred  by  the  Company,  and 
purely  of  a  commercial  nature,  are,  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  tbeis  accounu  are 
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Vepty  wliplly  excluded  froiD  the  cominef* 
cia],  and  m^s\  thereforp  necessaVily  attach 
to  the  political  head. 
In  my  examination  of  these  book^  I 

!ook  Qcc^ion  to  inspect  their  profit  and 
ofls  accounts,  and  found  ap  invariable  to89 
(0  ha.ve  beea  incurred,  not  only  at  the 
Dresidency,  but  at  each  of  the  subordinate 
nictoriei;  in  other  words^  aniiniforw  losa 
fn  every  branch  of  the  Company's  Indi^in 
irade,  subject  to  the  presidency  of  Bom- 
bay. Tlfe  amount  thus  exhibited  for  10 
years  is  5^1,490^  sterJiiigi  and  is  exclusive 
pf  ba(|  debts  and  goods  lost  at  iubordinates» 
Which  wer«  not  written  off  when  this  ac- 
count was  framed.  Neither  of  the  losses 
jthus  mstained  ^e  included  in  any  of  the 
#ccounts  of,  the  Company's  traae  lately 
laid  before  parliament,  with  the  esceptibn 
«nly  of  what  is  comprised  within  the  item 
of  **  Commercial  Charges;''  and  these,  as 
J  have  already  shown,  are  much  under- 
rated. 

Frppii  th^  books  of  the  warehouse  de- 
^parimeAt  at  Bombay«  I  also  extracted, 
with  grea^  labour,  an  account  of  the  re- 
ceipts, salens  and  issues,  of  the  Company's 
woollens  and  metals  for  nineteen  years, 
.or  from  1792-3  to  1810-11  inclusive,  in 
ieftrence  to  the  trade  between  England 
>|^id  India;  and  on  ipercantile  principles 
It  also  proves  a  loss  to  the  extent  of  one 
million  sterling. 

A  set  of  statements  of  which  I  am  pos- 
sessed, exhibit  also  serious  loss  and  great 
injury,  as  resulting  from  the  Company's 
^otton  trade  from  Bombay  to  China ;  but 
those  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
jsubmitting  to  the  House,  will  probably  be 
sufficiept  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  stricter 
.^examination  into  the  state  apd  result  of 
the  Company's  trade  than  has  yet  taken 
jplace ;  and  to  prove  how  indispensable  it 
.IS,  ^ha^t  certain  prescribed  and  definite 
fpr^lejs  should  be  laid  down,  for  the  entire 
separation  t>f  the  Company's  accounts. 
Without  which  the  object  of  the  Seventh 
JEtesolution  will  never  be  fully  answered, 
iior  will  the  accounts  prepared  under  it 
jever  give  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the 
,resu)t  of  the  Company's*  trade. 

On  my  late  return  tq  England,  I  found. 
,s  -general  view  of  the  Cbmpany 's  commer- 
cial concerns  had  been  laid  before  pari ia* 
inent,  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Reports  of 
,the  Select  Comniittee.  Feeling  a  deep  in* 
.lerest  in  ihe  subject,  I  examined  these 
.with  all  the  care  and  attention  1  was  ca- 
j>able  of  devotiug  to  them  ;.*  and  the  state- 
;neiiU  .1'.^  Aovr  ijboat  to  submit  .to  the 


House,  contain  the  result  of  i^y  examina- 
tion. The  great  intricacy  and  difficulty 
of  these  accounts  are  frequently  adverted 
to  by  the  committee  itself.  They  have 
been  equally  felt  by  every  person  who 
has  attempted  to  scrutinize  them.  Many 
have  abandoned  the  attempt  in  despair ; 
and  others  satisfied  themselves  witn  the 
belief  of  their  being  quite  incomprehensi* 
ble*  I  ()o  not,  however,  advert  to  these 
circumstances  for  any  purpose  of  claiming 
merit  to  myse}f,  but  merely  to  express  a 
hope,  that  they  may  be  allowed  (o  excus<| 
any  trivial  errors  committed  in  the  ardo^ 
ous  task  I  thus  presumed  to  undertake. 

[An  examination  of  the  most  important 
documents  in  the  Third  and  Fooith  Re* 
ports  of  the  committee,  was  then  submitted 
to  the  House  by  Mr.  Rickards.  It,  may 
suffice,  here  to  say^,  that  the  result  m 
the  review,  confined  entirely  to  the  official 
Reports  on  the  table,  proved  the  Com* 
pany's  trade  to  have  been  aUended 
with  heavy  loss,  and  to  have  been  the 
great  cause  of  the  increase  of  debt  at  home 
and  abroad ;  that  this  increase,  therefore, 
is  erroneously  ascribed  to  political  ex* 
pences,  for  the  defraying  of  a/11  of  which 
within  the  period  there  was  adequate  re- 
venue from  the  territorial  possessions; 
that  the  home  dividend  cootd  not  have  been 
paid  in  any  one  year  without  the  aid  of 
loans  :-4n  short,  that  the  continued  union 
of  the  political  and  commercial  character 
of  the  k^t  India  Company,  can  only  be 
attended  with  further  loss  to  ihemsel? es, 
and  greater  injury  to  the  public] 
Mt.  Rickards  then  proceeded  as/ollows: 
Without  an  entire  separation  of  the 
commercial  from  the  political  character  of 
the  Company,  I  repeat,  from  experience 
and  the  tollest  conviction  of  the  truth,  thai 
the  good  government,  so  much  wanted  in 
India,  and  which  the  court  of  directors  is 
so  well  qualified  to  give  it,  never  will  be 
felt  in  that  country,  nor  will  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  this  ever  be  extended 
as  much  as  it  might  and  ought  to  be. 
The  advocates  of  the  Company  in  this 
country  assert,  ^hat  their  sovereign  power 
is  not  exercised  to  favour  their  trade 
there ;  but  this  is  |t  complete  fallacy*  which 
none  bat  the  ,mogt  uninformed,  or  the 
most  prejudiced,  can  believe  ;  if  ihis  were 
true,  it  would  prove  the  East  India  Com'* 
pany  and  tbeir  servants  to  be  a  difi'erent 
race  of  beings  from  the  rest  of  their,  spe- 
cies; but  their  own  records  fully  and 
abundant^  j^ontdSji^c^  ^  Kpsertioii. 
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It  is  alleged,  that  in  Bengal  every  thing 
goes  on  smoothly,  and  the  regulations  are 
appealed  to,  in  proof  of  the  most  rigid 
attention  being  paid  to  the  interests  and 
security  of  the  weavers,  and  of  the  com* 
munity  geiierally  ;  but  let  us  look  at  these 
reffnlations.  A  commercial  resident,  with 
a  large  establishment  of  servants  under 
him,  some  of  them  intended  for  coercive 
purposes,  is  placed  at  the  head  of  every 
factory  of  weavers,  by  whom  (as  we  have 
been  emphatically  and  truly  told,  by  one 
of  the  highest  and  most  distinguished  In- 
dian aotliorities  *)  the  intimation  of  a 
wish  from  a  superior  is  received  as  a  com- 
mand. This  alone  would  give  the  com- 
mercial resident  an  influence  over  the 
weavers,  with  which  a  private  merchant 
would  be  quite  unable  to  contend,  when* 
ever  that  influence,  from  whatever  cause, 
might  be  turned  against  him ;  and  in  the 
rivalry  and  competition  of  trade,  innume- 
rable instances  must  occur  to  occasion  it ; 
but  from  the  general  poverty  and  dis- 
tresses of  these  manufacturers,  they  are 
always  r^ady  to  receive  advances  of  cash 
from  the  commercial  resident;  and  they 
are  then,  by  the  regulations,  bound  to 
work  exclusively  for  the  Company.  When 
ibe  goods  of  any  particular  factory  are 
^  not,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  required  for 
the  Company's  investment,  the  resident  is 
allowed  to  employ  the  weavers  on  bi«own 
private  account.  On  these  occasions,  his 
official  situation  enables  him  to  monopo^ 
lize  their  labour  and  its  produce. 

From  the  influence,  therefore,  of  the  re- 
sident on  one  hand,  and  the  pecuniary 
wants  of  the  manufacturers  on  the  other, 
it  is  quite  clear  that  they  may  be,  when- 
ever it  is  desired,  kept  in  perpetual  bond- 
age to  the  Company's  service;  and  when 
we  thus  see  the  industry  of  the  country 
subject  to  the  entire  direction  of  the  ruling 
authority,  supported  for  the  most  part, 
^nd  often  irregularly,  by  advances  from 
the  public  revenues,  and  all  competition, 
the  soul  and  essence  of  commerce,  far  re- 
moved from  this  delicate  and  feeble 
fabric,  as  if  its  very  touch  were  ruin ; 
who  but  the  most  prejudiced  can  possibly 
see  or  expect  prosperity  under  such  a  sys- 
tem ?  It  is  really  subver9ive  of  every 
principle,  on  which  both  experience  and 
theory  would  teach  us  to  found  any  ra? 
tional  hope  of  public  good.  Yet  these 
are  the  regulations,  and  this  the  system,  to 
which  we  are  triumphantly  referred,  for 

*  Marquis  Wellesby« 
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all  that  is  excellent  and  right  in  civil  go- 
vernment !  It  is  true,  that  a  controul  over 
the  acts  of  the  resident  is  vested  by  law 
in  the  judge  of  the  district;  but  ibis  is 
more  nominal  than  real;  for  the  natural 
operation  of  the  system  will  often  defeat 
or  evade  the  controul  of  the  law;  and 
how  often,  I  would  ask,  is  that  law  likelr 
to  be  appealed  toby  a  people  accustomed, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  regard  the  wtsbes 
of  their  immediate  superior  as  unperative 
commands.''^ 

In  my  lord  Wellesley's  celebrated  let- 
ter, .dated  July  1804,  and  published  ia 
this  country  in  1B12,  the  case  under  the 
Madras  government  appears  to  have  been 
still  worse;  for  there  no  private  merchant 
could  provide  himself  with  gQk>ds,  except 
through  the  agency  of  the  Company's 
officers.  The  maip  and  avowed  object 
of  the  system  there,  being,  as  my  lord 
Wellesley  observes,  an  exclusive  appro- 
priation of  the  labour  of  the  weavers,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  controul  over  that 
labour,  in  order  to  enable  the  commercial 
officers  to  obtain  the  proportion    of  the 

^  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
a  commercial  house  in  Calcutta,  to  their 
correspondents  in  Bombay,  dated  14th 
Nov.  1808,  shows  the  restraints  to  which 
the  internal  trade  and  manufactures  of 
Bengal  are  liable,  from  the  Company  and 
their  servants,  under  the  operation  of  these 
boasted  regulations; 

'*  The  Company  have  now  probibited 
their  commercial  residents  from  making 
any  silk  on  their  own  account,  which  is  a 
sad  disappointment,  as  we  had  made  en- 
gagements for  a  constderiible  quantity, 
and  they  (the  residents)  have  it  in  their 
power  to  provide  it  under  more  favour- 
able circumstances  than  any  indiTidttak 
The  price  has  risen  very  considerably; 
the  same  silk  we  got  two  veara  ago  for 
8|  we  shall  pay  10  for.  When  the  first 
orders  were  received,  the  residents  en- 
gaged al^  the  private  filatures  for  the 
Company,  so  thlit  very  Kttle  can  be  made, 
and  what  is  made  by  natives,  (that  is,  in- 
dependent of  the  resident,)  is  little  to  be 
depended  on/' 

In  Nos.  8  and  10  of  the  Appendix,  will 
be  found  other  letters,  from  Bengal  itaeU; 
to  show  that  the  private  merchants  in  tbtt 
quarter  have  very  diflerent  notions  from 
the  advocates  of  the  Company's  trade,  in 
respect  to  the  wisdom  of  their  commerctal 
regulations,  the  justice  of  their  specnla- 
tions,  or  the  benefits  of  their  internrence. 
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goods  required  for  thie  Company,  at  prices 
to  be  regulated  by  the  officers  themseWes. 

Though  my  lord  Wellesley  ordered  this 
system  to  be  changed,  and  the  Bengal 
system  to  be  adopted  at  Madras,  yet  I 
have  been  informed  by  persons  of 
the  highest  respectability  lately  returned 
from  the  latter  presidency,  that  no  change 
has  taken  place  for  the  better ;  that  the 
spirit,  though  not  the  letter,  of  the  former 
system  continues  to  operate ;  and  that  the 
industry  of  the  country  is  still  fettered  by 
impolitic  and  vexatious  restraints. 

In  Bengal  the  operation  of  the  system 
may  be  somewhat  milder;  but  it  is  there 
founded  on  the  most  erroneous  principle; 
and  must  there,  as  in  every  other  part  of 
India,  present  an  ef¥ectqal  obstrnction  to 
the  progress  of  improvement. 

In  Bombay  and  the  countries  and  fac- 
tories subordmate  to  it,  my  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  fact  enables  me  to  state', 
that  not  only  the  influence  of  power,  but 
absolute  coercion,  are  constantly  used  to 
procure  goods,  and  often  at  inadequate 
prices,  for  the  Company's  several  invest- 
ments. The  official  commercial  diary  of 
our  principal  factory,  Surai,  is  full  of  in- 
stances in  proof :  yet  the  regnlations  for 
this  factory  are  taken  from  the  Bengal 
Code,  with  no  other  variation  than  what  it 
necessary  to  adapt  them  to  local  circam- 
stance?.  To  say,  therefore,  that  no  power 
is,  nor  can  ba,  unduly  exercised  tinder  the 
operation  of  these  regulations  to  favoar 
the  Company's  trafie,  is  quite  idle;  for 
ive  have  a  flat  contradiction  in  practice  of 
the  assertion,  not  arising  from  casual  or 
insulated  occurrences,  but  exemplifying, 
in  an  uninterrupted  series  of  facts,  the 
natural  and  even  necessary  consequences 
«f  the  system  itself;  and  if  this  exercise 
of  power  is  less  frequent  or  less  arbitrary 
in  Bengal,  it  can  only  be  becaute  the 
peqple  are  more  abject,  or  situated  as  the 
veavers  mostly  are  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  their  means  of  communication 
with  the  enterprising  private  merchants  of 
the  principal  sea- ports  are  more  restrained, 
and  they  have  therefore  fewer  temptations 
to  evade,  or  are  under  a  stron^r  necessity 
to  comply  with,  the  demands  of  the  com- 
mercial resident.  But  under  the  same 
circumstances  as  those  detailed  in  the 
Surat  Diary,  and  which  the  fluctuating 
demands  of  trade  are  not  only  likely,  but 
ought  properly,  to  prodm^,  the  same 
effiscti  would  certainly  be  experienced 
jevery  where. 

Foroierly  the  trade  of  Sarat  wu  flomririi- 


ing ;  it  is  now  fallen  into  great  decay. 
But  wlien  private  merchants  resorted  to  i^ 
for  the  purchase  of  piece  goods  and  ihe 
Company  at  the  same  time  provided  a 
considerable  investment  of  these  articles, 
the  commercial  resident  was  n^stricted  to 
prices  considerably  lower  than  those  o( 
the  market.  There  were  at  this  time  two 
descriptions  of  goods  provided,— -standard, 
and  inferior, — and  private  merchants,  \X 
appeared,  could  afford  to  give  a  higher 
price  for  the  inferior  good?,  than  the  Com* 
pany  allowed  for  Che  standard.  The 
weavers  had  therefore  a  manifest  interest 
in  selling  to  the  private  merchant,  and 
evading  the  demands  of  the  Company; 
and  the  scenes  of  vexation,  coercion,  and 
punishment  which  ensued,  were  incessant. 
That  part  of  the  Diary  which  I  had  occa* 
sion  once  to  examine,  or  from  \19&  io 
1810,  is  so  full  of  instances  of  oppression 
and  injustice,  as  would  stagger  any  one  to 
account  for,  in  the  conduct  of  otherwise 
good  and  honourable  men,  were  they  not 
easily  traced  to  the  system  itself,  and  its 
necessary  and  inevitable  influence  on  those 
who  are  employed  to  carry  it  into  effect* 
During  the  time  of  the  nabob's  government 
of  Surat,  his  authority  was  recurred  to  in 
cases  where  coercion  wHs  necessary-. 
Though  he  had  a  manifesi  interest  m 
favouring  the  private  trade,  which  was 
exported  through  his  own  custom-house, 
and  paid  duties,  (the  Company's  tr^de 
paying  none  to  him)  be  was  nevertheless 
persuaded,  or  intimidated,  to  issue  a  pro-, 
clamation,  requiring  the  manufacturers  to 
sell  piece  goods  to  none  but  the  Company's 
agents.  This  proclamation  was  some  time 
afterwards  disapproved  by  the  Bombay 
government,  yet  the  spirit  and  principle  of 
it  were  invariably  acted  upon.  Peons 
were  placed  with  the  weavers  to  prevent 
their  dealing  with  private  agents,  who  were 
always  ready  to  give  them  better,  prices 
than  the  Company  ;  but  every  bargain  of 
this  description  was,  in  the  language  of  the 
Diary,  called  tampering  with  the  Con- 
pany's  weavers;  and,  on  this  plea,  we 
find  several  weavers,  and  private  agents, 
apprehended,  fined,  and  punished. 

At  one  time  the  weavers  refusing  to 
work  for  the  Company,  and  threatening  to 
quit  the  town,  orders  were  given  at  the' 
gates  to  prevent  any  manufacturer  from 
passing.  At  other  times  a  particular  class 
of  weavers  paid-upwards  of  8,000  ropeea 
in  fines,  in  three  years,  to  be  excused 
working  for  the  Company,  and  M>  be  aU 
lowed  to  juril  tbeir  goods  in  peace  to  others. 
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Vtevrtn,  who  b»d  ealisted  in  the  Sepoy 
corp9»  to  avoid  this  oppreMioD|  wer«  dis- 
covered, claiiBcd  of  the  commaoding  offi- 
cers, and  returned  by  force  to  their  looms. 

When  our  government  displaced  that  of, 
tlie  babob  at  $urat»  a  sjmilar  degree  of 
coercion  was  stiTI  continued  even  under 
the  authority  of  the  Adawlut ;  for  the 
commercial  resident  repeatedly  declared, 
that  there  were  no  other  means  of  prorid- 
i»g  the  Company's  iiifestment,  at  the 
rales  prescribed. 

I  have  already  observed  how  easy  it  is, 
la  most  cases,  to  get  the  weavers  to  receive 
lUkntQcef  of  cash*  They  are  then  bound 
by  eoga>geinents  to  the  Company ;  and 
the  court  of  justice,  on  application,  en- 
forces  the  contract.  Many  weavers,  £iil- 
fog  in  tbes£  engagentents,  have  been  con- 
fined, and  are  kjiown  to  have  died  \n  g^L 
The  weavers  have  also  been  known  ta>  re- 
fase  ihe  commercial  resident's  advances, 
and  the  judge  of  Surat  has  been  ordered, 
by  the  Bombay  ffovernment,  to  use  his 
Bollttence  to  get  me  yveavers  to  receive 
Ibem.  I  remember  another  remarkable 
expedient  to  prevent  weavers  selling  in* 
frrior  goods  to  the  private  merchants: 
libit  was  an  order  by  the  Bombay  goTero- 
'meotto  af  point  a  police  officer  to  examine 
tbe  weavers^  looms  daily,  and  with  autho- 
rity to  coafi9caie,  at  once,  all  the  doths 
Aat  were  not  found  to  be  of  standard 
^|Qality,or  IbaA  required  for  tbe  Company's 
Iftureetment.  ^ 

There  are  ps^pers  also  on  the  table  of 
Ais  House,  to  show  how  the  Company 
carry  dh  itbetr  cotton  trade  in  Guaerat. 
ffbey  bare  a  strict  jnonopoly  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Broach,  in  that  province.  All  the 
cotton  is  taken  from  the  ryot  at  a  price 
below  that  of  the  surrounding  market :  it 
if,  indeed,  taken  from  him  at  a  price,  in 
ihe  fixing  of  which  he  has  no  voice ;  btit 
which  is  settfed  by  the  Company's  ser- 
^nts,  consequently  bv  the  buyers  akme 
0f.the  commodity.  Every  inducement  is 
•llMrifoce  given  to  the  ryots  to  smuggle 
itfaeir  cotton  out  of  the  district ;  they.^ve , 
Jrequetiily  attempted  it ;  and  peons,  and 
even  military  force,  (aparty.ofcHvalry  on 
ode  occasion). have  been.employed  to  pre-; 
^Tept  il,  and  to  enforce  this  uiyust  demand ! 
of  the  government; 

Since  the  Company  have  thus  entered 
4oto  the  cotton  trade,  the  authority  of  the 
aiidge  of  ihe  district  is,  through. his  peons, 
asxerciiK* d  to  secure  all  the  cotton  cli^atiers, 
-tbe  porturs  and  carts  for  transporting  cot- 
.ton,  the  screws  lor  packing  it,  and  the 
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boats  for  conveying  it.to  Bombay.  Nome* 
rous  complaints  have  been  made,  that 
none  of  these  conveniences  conld  be  got 
by  private  merchants,  till  tbe  Company 
was  first  served ;  by  which  several  sua- 
taiued  great  injury,  and  the  disappoint- 
ment of  losing  the  season  for  conveying 
cotton  |o  Bombay,  and  beinff  obliged  to 
warehouse  it  to  Uie  northward,  during  the 
rainy  or  boisterotis  monsoon,  when  no 
boats  can  put  to  sea. 

In  tbe  y^ar  1806,  the  Company,  it 
seems,  only  took  two-thirds  of  the  produce : 
but  the  ryots  and  others  were  restrained 
from  selling  the  remainder,  till  tbe  whole 
of  the  Company's  cotton  was  first  cleanet) 
and  delivered,  in  the  manner  before  de- 
scribed. The  season  ip  ihe  mean  timf 
drew  to  a  close ; .  do  private  merch^ 
would  than  buy,  from  inability  to  convey 
it  to  Bombay,  apd  t|ie  cotton  remained  09 
the  hands  of  the  ryots  with  very  gcea^ 
loss.  The  ry  Ota  represented  the  hardships 
they  austuoed;  hut  it  was  po  otherwise 
redressed,  than  by  a  recommendation  froofi 
the  commercial  r^ident  to  the  Bombay 
governme Qt,  that  in  future  not  merely 
twoithirds,  but  tbe  whole  produce  of  tfa!^ 
country,  should  be  required,  at  the  re- 
duced price  fixed  by  the  Company's 
aervants. 

Several  petitions  $tre  also  found  on  re» 
cord  from  ;the  cotton  cleaners,  as  to  the 
inadequate  ri^tes  lU  which  they  were  pai^ 
for  their  labour.  Though  the  conimer- 
cial  resident  admitted,  in  1809,  that  they 
could  get  higher  rates  in  the  neighbouring 
district,  I  pever  could  fipd  that  thia  joat 
cause  for  complaint  was  ever  prc^rly  re* 
dressed. 

Besides  the  quantity  pf  cot^>n  thoa  bio- 
nopolixed  ip  their  of^n  distr^At  of  Broach^ 
the  Company  require  further  supplies  for 
their  China  trade.  By  withdrawmg  this 
considerable  .quantity  ip  the  first  instance 
from  the  general  produce  of  the  whole 
country,  t^  price  of  the  remainder,  par- 
tibularly  under  a  brisk  competition  for  tbe 
purchase,  is  naturally  enhanced.  Tbe 
demands  of  ,the  Company's  agent  not 
being  fully  supplied  from  their  own  dia- 
tricts,  be  enters  the  general  market  tf^ 
complete  his  orders ;  and,  entering  tjt  at  a 
competitor,  who  mpst  at  all  eventa  be 
served,  be  thus  raises  the  price  still 
.higher.  3y  these  m^ans  tbe  general  trade 
has  materially  sufil^red  :  it  has  long  ceasiHl 
to  b«t  prolitable ;  and  m*ny  »f  tlie  native 
mercliant8  of  Bombay,  who  were  tempted 
tt>  j^Hovere  in  tt»  i^&dfsir.^hQK  di^adTan- 
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tages,  hare  been  atterly  nilned.  By  the 
last  accounts  jrom  China  we  are  informed 
Ihat  cotton  has  fallen  in  thdt  country ( 
and  this  circumstance,  joined  to  the  high 
price  in  India,  threatens  the  complete  ex^ 
tinction  of  this  branch  of  trade.* 


*  >  A  somewhat  analogous  eH^et  is  pro* 
duced  by  the  Company's  intefferenee  in 
the  tin  trade  in  this  country  ;  a  brief  no- 
lice  of  which  may  serre  to  elucidate  the 
preceding  observation. 

In  a  printed  letter  from  the  Chairman, 
And  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Di* 
lectors  to  the  President  of  the  Bdard  of 
Controul,  dated  March  Hi,  1812;  being 
in  reply  to  a  call  made  on  them  in  behan 
of  thfe  Cornish  miners,  to  export  1,200 
tons  of  tin  annually,  at  certain  periods,  H 
is  stated,  <'  That  the  price  of  Cornish  tin, 
fai  the  year  1750^  iras  about  74/.  lOi.  per 
ton  in  London,  at  about  v^hich  price  It 
continued,  with  some  fluctuations,  until 
the  year  1789,  the  date  of  the  agreement 
With  the  Company,  in  which  year  the 
Isverage  price  was  70^  10«.  per  ton  in 
London. 

'*  That  in  consequence  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Company  in  1789,  whereby 
the  surplus  quantity  6f  bornish  tin  has 
been  taken  out  of  the  London  market,  tiie 
price  of  that  tin  has  risen  to  lOo/.,  120/. 
150/.,  and  eren  171/.  per  ton;  whereby 
the  miners  have  been  enabled  to  woric 
their  deepest  mines,  and  to  meet  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  inasmuch  that  the 
agency  of  the  Company,  in  this  particular, 
has  been  termed  the  political  saltation  of 
the  county.'* 

The  chairman  -and  ttepoty  chairman 
then  go  on  to  ofier  to  export  800  tons  of 
tih  at  80/.  per  ton,  and  400  tons  at  7'5/.  al- 
though the  calculations  contained  in  the 
tanrke  leUer  evidently  show,  that  at  this 
rate  the  Company  must  lose  by  the  specu- 
lation. 

In  the  years  1705 -6,  we  hare  it  on 
record,  th^t  cotton  was  abodt  110  rupees 

Ker  candy.  Of  late  years.  In  Bcimbay,  it 
as  been  180  t't^pees  per  candy ;  and  this 
in  a  great  nieasure  is  owing  to  the  Com- 
pany's interference  in  the  trade,  and  their 
withdrawing,  in  the  first  instance,  a  large 
quantity  of  cotton  from  ifieiAfarket;  which 
materially  enhances  the  pHce  of  the  re- 
mainder. 7or  the  quantity  so  withdrawn 
the  Company  only  pay  120  rupees  per 
,bandy,  and.  yet  lose  by  h,  is  chey  also  do 
by  their  tin.  There  is  one  difference  in 
iheie  two  trader  that  the  cotton  is  forced 


The  Company  bare  also  a  mrowmoly  of 
the  ttaiber  forest,  a  monopoly  of  sidt,  4 
monopoly  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  a  mo^ 
nopoly  of  tobacco,  on  the  western  side  of 
India,  all  of  which  are  grieveasiy  com*- 
plained  of  by  the  natiyes. 

from  the  people,  but  the  tm  camribittttt 
Voluntarily ;  yet  the  eftct,  in  boih  it^ 
aiance.%  is  the  same .  on  the  general  in- 
teredta  of  commerce,  and  of  the  conifiMi* 
oity.  A  certahi  quantity  is  abttorbiM  by' 
the  Company  and  embarked  in  a  loatog 
trade,  whilst  e?ery  other  pereoo  inte9#4te4 
in  the  commodity  suffeia  by  the  great  en- 
hancement of  its  price.  However  inoch> 
therefore,  the  Cornish  miners  may  a«(^ 
pose  themselves  obliged  to  the  Company 
for  this  inference,  I  cannot  tiMMc  tb« 
London  dealers  in  tin,  or  the  oonsnoMrsaf 
Che  commodity,  can  feel  equally  obliged  % 
independent  also  of  the  general  checks^ 
consumption  occasioned  by  this  nnnatund 
enhancement  of  price,  there  is  danger  of 
extinction  to  the  trade  itself,  wbesi  tfa« 
price  becomes  so  high  as  to  admit  of 
cheaper  supplies  from  other  quai (ers. 

From  authentic  information  l«teiy  pro- 
cured, I  find  that  this,  effisct  has  in  aoaM 
respects  been^alfeady  experienced. ,  Offing 
to  the  rise  above  mentioned  in  the  price 
of  tin,  soma  branches  of  the  manufactora 
at  Birmingham  have  been  constderabiy 
reducedi  and  in  particular  that  of  bucklea 
is  lost  to  the  town.  The  use  of  pewter  has 
fitmi  the  same  cause  also  considerably  and 
notoriously  diminished  throughout  tbt 
kingdom.  It  should  likewise-  be  kept  ia 
mind,  that  Banca  tin  (as  stated  in  the  sama 
letter  of  the  chairman  and  deputy  chair- 
man} may  be  procured  at  a  Cair  current 
price  of  67/.  Co  76/.  per  ton.  This  is.lesa 
than  what  the  Company  themseWes  pay 
for  Cornish  tin  in  England,  and  scarcely 
one  half  the  cost  of  Cornish  tin  to  tha 
European  manufacturer,  which  ia  ISSk 
per  ton.  The  Banca  tin  is  also  superior 
in  quality  to  the  Cornish  tin,  aad  greatly 
preferred  in  the  continent^  marfctts.  int* 
dependent  therefore  of  the  absurdity '6f 
the  Company  going  to  Cornwall  to  buy  tin 
at  80/.  per  ton,  when  they  can  get  it  with- 
in a  few  days  saitof  the  China  market  at 
67/.,  there  is  ceruinly,  from  the  circum'^ 
stances  above  stated,  no  inconstderabia 
dsmg^r  of  further  injury  to  the  tin  trade 
and  manufacturers -^f  this  country,  of 
tvhich  theX^ompany's  interference  is  thoa 
the  sole  and  obvious  cause.  A  similar 
daoger,  and  from  the  same  oauie^  is  to 'be 
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In  Bengal,  it  is  also  said«  (there  are 
letters,  indeed,  from  the  spot  confirming 
the  assertion)  ihat  the  salt  monopoly  is 
felt  as  a  grievous  oppression;  and  that 
many  lives  are  annually  sacrificed  to  this 
manufacture,  (he  ^alt-makers  being  com- 
pelled to  work  in  it,  and  receiving  only  an 
madequate  compensation  for  their  labour. 
It  will  probably  be  objected,  that  the  salt 
monopoly  constitutes  no  part  of  the  Com* 
pany's  trade;  that  it  is,  on  the 'contrary, 
a  source  of  revenue,  and  was  considered  as 
such  previous  to  the  Company's  possession 
of  the  Bengal  provinces;  the  British,  go- 
vernment having  only,  in  this  respect,  Al- 
lowed the  practice  of  its  predecessors; 
but  the  concern  bein^  managed  by  revenue 
•ervants,  and  carried  into  revenue  ac- 
mccounts,  will  not  alter  its  inherent  cha- 
racter of  monopoly.  The  salt  is  exclu- 
sively, manufactured  for  the  Company, 
paid  for  at  a  fixed  price,  and  sold  at  an 

apprehended  in  reftpect  to  the  Bombay 
cotton  trade. 

These,  however,  are  the  principles  on 
which  the  Company's  trade  ever  has  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  carried  on«  Equal  and 
reciprocal  advantage,  the  very  soul  of 
commerce,  is  lost  sight  of,  and  the  mono- 
poliaing  principle  of  promoting  the  ad- 
vantage of  one  favoured  party,  to  the  ma- 
terial injury  of  all  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity, is  jubstituied.  Trade,  in  order  to 
flourish,  requires  no  favour  nor  compuU 
aory  aid.  When  it  is  the  interest  of  ex- 
porters to  send  out  a  commodity,  they 
will  do  it  without  any  law  or  order  of 
council  to  stimulate  them.  When  it  is 
hot  their  interest  to  export,  it  never  can 
be  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  force  it, 
with  the  consequent  loss  which  must  en* 
,  sue  to  the  exporter.  The  motives  of  the 
Company  ip  this  transaction  may.  be  good 
enough,  but  their  whole  principle  is  falla- 
cionis;  the  extensive  mischief  occasioned 
by  it  to  the  consumers  of  tin,  and  the 
community  generally,  is  far  more  than 
any  supposed  advantage  to  the  Cornish 
miners  can  be  pretended  to  counter- 
balance. A  patriotic  plea  is  assumed  to 
justify  the  measure ;  but  it  is  an  eiTectual 
method,  if  carried  to  its  fullest  extent,  of 
ruining,  instead  of  promoting,  the  national 
interests. 

The  same  reasoning  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  their  woollen  trade,  which,  as  far 
as  I  can  perceive,  is  every  where  a  losing 
one,  i(nd  therefore  founded  on  very  false 
DOtiont  of  patriotismr 
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enornious  profit.*  However  mocb,  there- 
fore, the  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  op- 
pression, under  which  it  was  formerly 
conducted,  may  be  now  mitigated,  it  is  so 
far  still  a  compulsive  system ;  and  whe- 
ther considered  in  the  light  of  a  tax,  or  a 
monopoly  gain,  the  exaction  appears  to 
be  particularly  heavy.  It  may  be  thought 
to  be  more  deserving  of  consideration  and 
reform,  if  we  reflect,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  is  raised  upon  one  of  the  most  necessary 
articles  of  life  to  all  ranks  of  people  ;  and 
that  the  supreme  government  have  avo^^d 
their  wish,  and  even  expectation,  of  being 
able  to  extend  this  oppressive  tax  or  profit 
(call  it  which  you  will)  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Madras  provinces  ;  that  is, 
over  countries  far  too  poor  to  be  loaded 
with  additional  taxes,  and  where  it  cannot 
be  supported  even  by  the  ftiackneyed  pre- 
tence of  ancient  usage.f  the  antiquity 
of  the  oppression  indeed,  even  in  Bengal, 
will  be  no  justification  of  its  continuance, 
to  those  who  conceive  our  ancestors  may 
have  been  fallible  like  ourselves,  and  who 
have  no  such  prejudiced  dread  of  innova- 
tion, as  to  think  errors  and  abuses  are  not 
to  be  reformed,  because  they  have  anti- 
quity to  excuse  them. 

Even  the  indigo  planters  loudly  com- 
plain of  the  Company's  interference.  It 
appears  firom  what  has  been  published  on 
this  subject,  that  the  Company,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  indigo  trade,  lost 
upwards  of  80,000/.  by  their  own  specu- 
lations in  it.  Deterred  from  further  pro- 
secuting it  on  their  own  account,  they  then 
aided  individuals  with  advances  of  money 
in  India,  to  be  repaid  in  England  ;  but  at 

*  In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee,  Appendix  1 8,  we  are  informed, 
that  the  contract  price  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  salt  paid  by  the  Company  to  the 
molungees,  or  makers,  is  about  50  rupees 
per  100  maunds.  The  price  at  the  Com- 
pan3r's  sales  averages,  I  understand,  about 
300  rupees  per  100  maunds.  At  this  rate 
the  price  of  this  indispensible  article  of  life 
is  thus  raised  to  the  consumer  about  500 
per  cent,  above  its  natural  cost. 

t  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor- 
general  to  the  Grove^nroent  of  Madras* 
dated  Jan.  1800 :  **  We  have  ho  hesiution, 
however,  in  authorising  you  to  form  yoor 
permanent  settlement  on  the  principle, 
that  the  Company  will,  at  some  peHod  of 
time,  possess  the  exclusive  right  of  muia- 
facturing  salt  from  Ganjam  to  Capa  Como- 
rioi''    S(Bcond  Iteport,  App.  20. 
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%  rmU  of  exchange  wliicb  may  be  said  to 
ba^e  yielded  a  profit  far  ezceedioff  the 
ordinary  retnrna  of  commerce.  With 
Uuise  adfancea,  hoveTer»  very  extensiTe 
indigo  works  and  factories  were  construct- 
ed by  indiYiduals;  but  when  tbey  bad 
finished  tbeir  works,  and  wanted  more 
capital  to  carry  on  tbeir  speculations,  the 
Company  closed  their  purse  to  the  planters, 
and  agam  entered  into  the  trade  them- 
seWes,  to  the  great  injorv,  of  course,  of 

Ecivate  'Competitors.  Many  letters,  of 
ite  date,  from  Bengal,  represent  the  m- 
digo  trade  As  still  suffering  from  the  Com- 
pany's  proceedings.  From  all,  indeed,  I 
oaTe  wt^Ti  or  heard  of  the  history  of  this 
trade,  it  would  seam  to  be  a  series  of  in* 
terference  at  one  time,  and  forced  encou* 
rfgement  at  another;  both  equally  ad- 
Tjerfe  to  its  permanent  proipenty,  and  to 
the  rendering  our  faluable  possessions  in 
Bengal,  the  source  of  exclusive  suppiy  in 
this  article  to  all  Europe,  as  might  be  an- 
ticipated from  local  and  natural  advan- 
tages, if  the  trade  were  left  to  its  own 
energies. 

The  Company's  speculations  in  hemp 
have  been  equally  ruinous  to  tbemselvesi 
apd  injurious  to  the  general  interests  of 
commerce.  Their  interference,  indeed, 
must  always  particularly  aQect.the  import 
of  raw  commodities  into  England^  by  the 
enormous  freight  and  charges  which  sove- 
reisn  merchants  will  alwayjS.be  subject  to, 
and  which,  under  their  monopoly,  private 
iperchants  are  obliged  to  pay  tq  them ; 
and  likewise  by  raising  the  prim^  cost  in 
I|Klia»  so  as  to  render  that  import  a  losing, 
which  otherwise  would  be  a  profitable, 
concern  to  the  private  merchant ;  cotton 
and  hemp^  for  example,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly enhanced,  by  this  interference, 
in  their  Indian  cosf*^. 


.  *  iMdcuUmon  on  the  price$  qfvottmu 

l*onnage    in  Company's 

rcga&r  ships «..., 40    0  per  ton* 

*n    ■■  .  »  in    Company's 

extra  ships.; <...•••  30    0  ditto. 

'       in  private  ships 

(India  built) *«•  22  15  ditto  f. 

1  Ton  of  cotton  averages  H  candies, 
or  J,S72lbs. 

Per  ton.  d. 

At  .£.40    O  6.997  per  lb. 

%0    0  5.247  ditto.     . 

22  f5 r.,..  5.979  ditto« 


f  Theso'  are  all  considered  ai  war  fireigbts* 
(VOL.XXVIL) 


Pepper  is  another  article  viliich,  while 
the  Company  continued  to  trade  in  it,  wa^r  > 
also  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Malabar 
at  lower  prices  than  the  market-rales,  and  , 
consequently,  by  a  system  of  coercion, 
aided  often  by  military  force,  of  which  I , 
was  myself  a  personal   witness,  in  that 
province.     This  circumstance,  with  others, 
led  to  the  rebellions  which,  for  a  series  of 
years  afterwards,  marked  our  government . 
in  that  quarter. 

In  Travancore  the  raja  entered  mUf 
contracts  to  supply  three  or  four  thousand 
candies  of  pepper  at  1 17^  and  afterwards, , 
I  believe,  at  125  rupees  per  candy.  At. 
this  time  the  market-price  of  pepper  was 
160,  180,  and  200  rupees.  The  raja, 
throughout  this  period,  continued  to  de- 
liver bi^  pepper  at  the  contract  price ;  aiid , 
it  was  set.ofrin  account  against  a  military 
subsidy,  (whit:h  the  raja  had  also  to  pay 
to  the  British  government)  until  the  year 
1806.  Whilst  the  Company,*  indeed,  re- 
quired pepper  as  an  article  of  consign- 
ment to  Europe,  the  raja,  in  fact,  paid  hisi 
subsidy  with  this  article,  though  rated  at 
the  inadequate  price  specified  in  the  con- 
tract But  when  pepper  was  no  longer 
desired  by  the  Company  as  an  article  of 
trade,  the  price  in  Europe  having  also 
fallen  below  the  contract !  price,  the  raja 
was  called  upon  to  pay  his  subsidy,  and 
ID  1805  a  ^oatly  Increased  subsidy,  ia 
money.  This  led  to  all  the  unhappy  and 
disgraceful  proceedings,  which  of  late 
years  occurred  in  that  country.  So  that 
whatever  may  be  thought  by  prejudice  or 
partiality  of  the  great  blessings,  which  the 
inhabhants  of  India  owe  to  the  Company's 
commercial  dealings,  their  trade  will  long 
be  remembered,  at  least  in  Malabar  and 
Travancore,  from  the  deeds  of  violence 
and  blood,  which  it  has  there  occasioned. 


Thus  the  difference  between  lading  cotton 
on  the  regular  Indiamen  and  private  ships, 
is  3,018^.  per  lb  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
or  43 J  32  per  cent. ;  and  between  lading 
it  on  Company's  extra  ships  and  private 
ships  1,268<^.  per  lb.  or  24/166  per  cent. 
Supposing  cotton  to  cost  on  board  180 
rapees  per  candy  (of  784lbs.)  the  value 
of  lib.  (at  2«.  3tf.  per  rupee)  is  6,19£^.; 
hence  the  fireight  in  a  regular  Indiaman 
amounts  to  112,873  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost,  while  that  on  extra  ships  is 
84.642  per  cent,  and  on  private  ships  no 
more  than  64,188  per  cent. 

It  b  fair  to  presume,  that  when  regular 
ships  pay  a  premium  of  6  per  cent,  that 

(4E) 
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Bot  to  enumerate  all  the  instances  of 
tkis  kind,  which  are  well  known  and  fei( 

eittra  ships^  with  convoy  for  the  Toyage, 
will  pay  the  same,  and  without  convoy  9 
per  cent;  private  ships,  with  convoy, 
would  then  pay  7  per  cent,  and  without 
i;onvoy  10  per  cent.  As  however  the 
shipper  has  to  insure  the  cost  only,  the 
difference  in  the  premium  of  insurance 
bears  no  material  proportion  to  the  dif- 
ference of  freight. 

Without  regarding  the  hisurance,  there- 
fore, the  rate  of  which  must  depend  on 
circumstances,  it  appears  that  the  shipper 
of  cotton,  in  order  to  be  indemnified  from 
loss,  most  receive  in  the  London  market, 
independently  of  the   usual    mercantile 
^cnarges  and  Company's  and  King's  duties, 
For  lib.  of  cotton 
By  a  reffolar  ship  6,i99d. 
Freight...  6.99ld. 

\$A964. 

By  an  extra  ship  6 J  99 

Freight...  5.247 

ll.t46A 

By  a  private  ship  6.199 

Freight...  3.979 

10.178A 

iNo  notice  is.  here  taken  of  interest,  be* 
eaostf,  as  tt  attaches  to  the  first  cost  only, 
it  will  bear  alike  on  all ;  unless,  indeed, 
the  commodity  should  remain  long  unspld 
alier  its  arrival,  in  i^hich  case  that  whi^ 
pays  the  largest*  freight,  w^uld  also  be 
su$iect  to  the  heaviest  charge  for  interest. 

Having  thus  shown  the  rates  at  which 
cotloh  may  be  imported  by  regular,  extra, 
and  private  ships,  at  the  present  Indian 
price  of  that  article,  we  will  submit  an 
estimate  of  iu  cost,  supposing  the  price 
in  India  to  fall  to  what  may  be  considered 
iu  natural  rate.  We  have  it  on  record, 
that  70  rupees  per  candy,  or  2M0d»  per 
lb.  will  yield  to  the  cultivator  a  profit 
equal  to  that  derived,  by  the  same  class  of 
people,  lirom  the  cultivation  of  grain.  In 
1795-6  the  price  of  cotton  to  the  export- 
ing merchant  was  about  110  rupees  per 
candy,  or  3,7SSd,  per  lb.  Supposing  it, 
therefore,  to  be  again  reduced  to  this  price, 
the  calculation  will  then  stand  as  follows : 

^-   . 
I  lb.  of  cotton  as  above  3.788 

toCil  oott. 
Add  freight  (i> 

Per  regular  ships  6997  zz  10.7S5rf.' 

Per  extra  ditto  5.2*7  =:    9.035 

Per  private  ditto    3.979  z:    7,767 
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in  India,  would  only  be  to  tire  the  pats 
of  the  Hoose:    and  to  many,  who 


In  this  case  the  freight  will  b»:  By 
regular  ships  184.714  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost.  By  extra  ditio  XStfiW 
ditto.     By  private  ditto  105.042  di«co> 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  preceding^ 
calculations  I  have  considered  the  fireisbt 
by  private  ships,  by  which  I  mean  Inm- 
built  ships  navigated  with  Lascars,  at  2A 
15s.  per  ton;  but  the  private  raerehaiMii 
of  this  country  assert,  and  probably  eti 
just  grounds,  that  they  can  ramisb  ship- 
ping at  18^  per  ton,  which  would  redoc* 
the  freight  20,884  per  cent,  and  tbe  cost 
of  the  cotton  in  England  would  be  tbui 
reduced  to  6,936d.  per  lb. 

That  the  Indian  prime  cost  of  eettm 
may  be  again  reduced  to  the  natural  price 
of  the  commodity,  there  is  no  good  reason 
to  doubt,  if  the  trade  be  rendered  qoite 
fVee,  and  the  cultivation  not  hampered  by 
impolitic  vexations  or  restraints.  Thi 
quantities  now  produced  in  the  oppoaile 
extremities  of  India,  viz.  Guxeret,  and 
Bengal,  and  the  fitness  of  almost  all  the 
intermediate  countries  for  the  prodoetioft 
of  this  article,  of  the  best  quality,  wonW 
be  a  suflScient  warrant  of  the  eilbct  here 
anticipated.  When  the  Company  traded 
in  pepper  from  Malabar,  and  carried  away 
annually  large  cargoes  of  it,  the  prke  in 
private  merchanu  was  175  to  20d  ropeea 
pier  candy.  The  cultivation  ef  pepper 
having  been  encouraged  in  the  eastern 
islands,  and  thto  Coikipany  having  witin 
drawn  from  the  trade,  the  price  of  pemMnF 
in  Malabar  is  now  5^)  rupees  per  candy. 

I  db  not  say  that,  in  both  these  casei^tbe 
Company's  interference  m  this  trade  Im 
been  the  sole  cause  of  the  eicessi¥e  in- 
crease of  price ;  but  it  has  been  a  powef^ 
ful  cause,  in  the  manner  explained  aadar 
each  head  respectively.  Fspper,  bow- 
ever,  having  fallen  from  a  monopoly,  to 
iu  natural  price,  there  is  no  good  roasea 
why  cotton,  hemp,  and  othfr  articles  in 
demand  for  home  manofactoces,  niigbt 
not,  under,  similar  circnmstances,  IbMew 
the  same  course ;  and  none;  i  presoaae, 
but  those  whode  interest  suspends  their 
judgment,,  will  doob^  the  general  advan- 
tage  of  natural,  over  monopoly,  prices,  m- 
atisert,  in  these  days,  that -monopbly  prices 
are  the  only  means  of  **  poKti'cal  sal- 
vatioo."  If  the  nataral  prk^s,  how- 
ever, of  these  commodities  should  ever  be 
restored,  it  will  be  evident  to  every  nier- 
chant>  fron  iha  preceding 
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iiear  m^^k  wUi  b^  uimecemry ;  io  ihqse, 
l«ieao»  w^o  arft  convinced,  ihat  evils  lil^ 
thue  %fe  no  inore  t|ian  the  nalaral  ofl> 
■pring  of  the  9yat^in  we  are  dqw  dii cum- 
ifig ;  and  who  will  joia  me  in  (he  regr«t| 
tiiat  taLentSf  a«(*h  m  are  possessed  by  the 
eo«rt  of  directors  imd  their  servants, 
shottkl  be  misappli^  in  the  continoation 
#f  sn^  a  system;  perhaps,  indeed,  the 
greatest  of  all  its  evils,  it  its  tendency  to 
btas  the  judgment^  and  pervert  the  ander- 
staoding  of  honourable  and  well  disposed 
paen,  inasmach  as^  by  its  influence  and  ope- 
K9tsQn»  it,  coflBtantiy  leads  them  to  believe 
that  to  be  an  act  of  prescribed  duty,  which 
aober  and  abstract  delibers^tion  on  the  case 
W^uld  ai  once  shew  them  to  be  iwrong. 
This  is  an  eTil»  loo,  which  no  change  of 
]K|rsoDs  can  correct.  It  is  inseparable 
from  the  system  itself.  There  is  «  na- 
tWf^  propensity  jin  most  persons  to  ap- 
ftrpire,  wilheut  eviKnining,  every  system 
jlhat.^bas, received  the  sanction  of  hig^ 
•uthprity :  an4,in  executing  their  assigned 

et$  under  it|  they  have  at  least  the  satis- 
tion  of.  feeliiig,  that  they  perform  a 
prescribed  duty,  or  are  gratifying  that 
poster  which  is  most  interested  in  its  sup< 

KU  Others,  who  see  its  evils,  are  wil- 
j  to  compromise  them  in  their  own 
tninds,  by  cnnsideriog  them  as  a  pric« 
fririjr  patd  for  other  parts  of  the  system, 
•apposed  to  be  beneficial ;  whilst  a  cer- 
Mia  degtee  pf  odium  never  fails  to  attach 
4o  the>se  .#ho  have  the  courage  or  the  vir- 
tue to  notice  its  defects.  Wi^h  the  con- 
tioaane^  of  the  system,  therefore,  we  are 
fmre  of  the.  eontinusnce  of  all  it^  appro- 
l^iatu  injur iM»  without  the  slij2[htest  pros- 
^paCt^of  etfectuai  remedy »  till  authority 
fHulf  ahalt  proclaim  the  necessity  of  a 
dkange. 

that  India  aotton  m^y  be  imported  into 
ikngland  at  about  7ci.  per  lb.  for  prime 
^eaitand  freicht;  and  therefore  at  less  than 
lOif.  pet-  lb.  ioclfiding  every  charge ; 
^srhilsi  Concany  (the  best)  hemp  would 
«ast  about  40i,  per  ton.  These  rates  are 
^caasiderablj  below. what  we.  have  long 
lieen  obliged  to  pay  for  our  supplies  from 
America  and  Rumia:  and  it  is  conse- 
^6nt}y  sabfnitted  to  those,  who  have  the 
iowtti  of  tbeiding  |be  question,  whether 
•t  wwuld  nal  be  wise  to  favour  the  growth 
of  6ar  own  oahmies,  by  the  onlj^  encou- 
4Migeme0t  required,  entire  freedom,  which 
.woold  certhmly  enable  India  to  undersell 
.the  rest  'of  the  worjd  ia.thaaU  and. others 
«f  its.nMr  prodttdioaa* 


H^w  devoutly,  therefore,  is  it  to  be 
wished,  thatall  who  acknowledge,  in  their 
reasoning,  the  truth  of  well-established 
prkiciplea,  would  no  longer  adhere,  in 
their  practice,  to  antiquated  and  pemiciout 
prejudices  f  Taken  as  an  abstract  truth, 
no  one  now  requires  to  be  taught  that 
monopoly  is  an  evil,  that  the  interests  of 
tl^e  many  are  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  those 
of  the  few ;  and  t|iat  industry  can  only 
flourish  with  freedom,  and  the  certainty 
of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  its  labours.  Yet . 
where^  let  roe  ask,  is  the  practice  whicb 
steadily  conforms  to  these  principles? 

Nothingi  certainly,  can  be  more  obvious, 
than  that  industry  must  in  all  countriev 
and  among  all  people,  depend  Cfn  hope,  on 
expectation^  en  the  probability  of  success ; 
ior  capital  itaelf  will  not  be  employed  to 
proln^te  it,  where  these  feelings  do  not 
eidst  as.  to  the  general  result.  The  priiw 
ciple  if»  dottbtlets,  so  itrong  in  human^na* 
ture,  as'  to  resist  many  discouragements, 
and .  to  contend  With  a  multitude  of  ob- 
structions; it  poMetses  moreover  an  elasr 
ticity  which  causes  it  to  spring  with  fre^h 
vigour  whenever  the  pressure  of  these  ob- 
structions is  removed ;  but  a  long  con* 
tinuance  of  them,  it  must  also  be  remem- 
bered, induces  habits  on  which  re-action 
may  produce  no  effect :  for  where  a 
people  haTi)  laboured  for  ages  under  the 
severities  ofdespoticsway  ;  wbere  a  system 
prevails  which  renders  the  fruits  of  labour 
precarious^  and  sufc^e^t  to  vexatious  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  power ;  and  where 
the  immediate  •  possessor  is  insecure  of  a 
free  and  full  enjoyment,  men  are  reared 
from  infancy,  without  any  of  those  hopes 
and  anticipations  of  benefit,  which  are 
the  main  spring  of  industry  and  prospe- 
rity ;  indolence  and  languor  iake  posses- 
sion of  the  mind,  and  to  the  hopelessnesa 
of  sjTttaining  cpmforU  and  blessings,  suc- 
ceeds an  indifference  to  life  itself;  with  a 
coneomitant  train  of  moral  depravitiea 
always  most  observable  unde^  such 
systems,  and  which  it  requires  no  other 
cause  to  account  for.  These  effects  are 
sufficiently  obvious  in  India,  and  when  we 
remember,  tbe  despotism  under  which 
these  countries  have  so  long  groaned,  when 
we  consider  that  the  same  system  of  go- 
vernment, which  was  esublished  by  the 
Jtf  ahomedan  invaders,  has  been  continued, 
witb  few  improvemenu,  by  ourselves; 
when  we  look  at  the  principle  and  amount 
of  our  taxation,  leaving  to  the  mass  of  the 
peofile  Kttle  or  no  hope  beyond  that  of  a 
bare  subsistence ;   when  we  reflect  on  all 
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the  vexations  to  which  the  trade  of  the 
country  is  subjected,  as  exemplified  in  the 
recorded  history  of  that  of  Surat*  and  other 
places,  the  attempted  monopoly  of  the 
manufacturers'  labour,  the  forced  diminu- 
tion of  their  profits,  and  the  frauds, 
evasions,  and  concealments,  they  are  in 
many  instances  driven  to,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain  the  market  value  of  their  industry; 
in  short,  when  we  thus  see  a  system  exhi- 
biting, in  all  its  parts,  the  exercise  of  an 
arbitrary  and  rigorous  power,  need  we 
seek  any  other  cause  to  account  for  the 
habits  of  (he  people  leading  them,  to 
**  live  all'  their  days  upon  rice,  and  to  go 
only  half  covered  with  a  slight  cotton 
cloth?''  With  these  causes,  and  their 
inevitable  effects  before  us,  it  is  ne  small 
trial  of  our  patience,  to  hear  men  of  talents 
and  observacion,  yet  blind  to  the  d.efects 
of  their  own  institutions,  describe  the 
innate  limplicaty  of  the  Indians,  as  natu- 
rally averting  them  from  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life,  and  th^ir  habits,  so  fixed, 
as  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  change. 

■  .    *. '      I ■       I  ■■■■ 

*  Because  Surat  is  given  as  an  example, 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  the  evil  is  confined 
to  that  spot.  Lord  Wellesley's  celebrated 
letter  of  19tb  July,  ISM,  published  in  this 
country  in  IS  12,  shows  it  to  have  extended 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Madras  pro- 
vinces. The  mode  in  which  an  evil  of  this 
kind  spreads  is  well  described  by  Mr. 
3entham ;  and  it  is  Impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  strong  resemblance  of  his 
picture  to  actual  occurrences  in  the 
country  we  are  treating  of. 

*'  Un  premier  acte  de  violence  produira 
d^abord  un  certain  degr6  d^apprebension ; 
voili  d6jd  quelqoes  esprits  timides  d^cou- 
rag^s.  Une  seconde  violence  qui  succede 
'bient6trepand  une  alarme  plus  considera^ 
bfe.  Les  plus  prudens  commencent  4  res- 
serrer  leurs  enterprises,  et  abandonnent 
peu-i-pen  une  carriere  iricertaine.  Ame- 
sure  que  ces  attaques  se  reit^rent,  et  que  le 
sy^t^m  d'oppression  prend  jun  caractAre 
plus  habituel,  la  dispersion  augmente,  ceux 
qui  ont  fui  n^  sont  pas  remplac6s;  ceux 
qui  restent  tombent  dans  un  etat  de  lao* 
gueur.  C'est  ainsi  qu'  a  lH  longue  le 
champ  de  Tindustrie,  battu  par  ces  orages, 
peut  eftfin  se  trouver  d6sert. ''—><'  Une  at- 
teinte  port^e  aux  propridt^s  d'un  seul  jette 
Falarme  "parmi  les  autres  proprietaires. 
L6  sentiment  se  communique  de  proche 
>n   proche,  et  la  contagion  pent  enfia 

rgner  le  corps  enticr  de  I'eUt.  *    Vol.  2, 
41,42. 
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I  do  not  say  that  the  sa'penlitiom  of 
the  natives  have  no  share  in  their  deba«»* 
ment ;  but  1  do  say,  they  are  neither  the 
chief  nor  the  primary  cause.  SoperatitMMi 
will  tend  to  perpetoate  the  moral  depravitr 
and  slavery  df  a  people ;  bot  it  is  itaett 
an  efiect  of  oppression  and  poverty :  aod 
if  the  elastic  powers  of  the  mind  were  re- 
lieved from  the  overwhelming  inflaeoce 
of  other  causes  which  aggravate  the 
wretchedness  and  confirm  the  degradatioa 
of  India,  natural  expanstoo  and  improTe* 
ment  in  views,  pursuits,  and  intellect 
would  ensue,  and  afford  the  best,  nay  the 
only  chance,  of  finally  tiibdolng  the  a«- 
perstition  itself 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  under 
despotic  governments,  and  even  in  a  de- 
based and  corrupted  state  of 'manners,  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  observe  considerable 
progress  in  those  arts  which  addrees  tbeos- 
selves  to  the  imagination,  or  are  for  the 
moit  part  conducive  to  mere  amliteaiea^ 
such  as  music,  poetry,  painting,  Slc.  ;  bok 
never  (I  think  it  is  said)  in  those  higher 
sciences  and  pursuits  which  improve  the 
undevsunding  and  the  heart.  For  thcee 
improvemenu  there  must  be  a  field  in 
which  the  active  qualities  of  the  mind 
generally  may  be  allowed  the  freest  range. 
Bot  this  is  the  field  in  which  industry  and 
prosperity  would  equally  delight;  ndnd 
improvement  and  that  of  the  condition  of 
the  people  being  thus  assignable  to  a 
common  influence,  may  be  thonght  to 
have  a  natural  connection,  from  Which  the 
progress  of  the  one  can  hardly  be  ex« 
pected^  but  under  circumstaneee  eqoallv 
favourable  to  that  of  the  other.  In  thn 
view  it  would  be  well  if  the  gveat  advo* 
cates  for  the  introduction  of  Chnati»ty 
into  India,  were  also  to  consider  morefotly 
the  observations  which  have  been  made, 
by  very  high  authorities,  on  the  history 
and  progress  of  the  human  mind ;  and  it 
would  fa^  a  blessing  of  •  inestimable  valnot 
if.  they  were  consequently  led  to  give 
their  powerful  aid  to  the  removal  of  those 
bbstroctions,  which  in  debasing  the  con- 
dition of  the  p^ple,  equally  and  perma- 
nently oppose  the  accofllplishment  of 
their  own  favourite  wish. 

It  is  the  condition  of  the  people,  I  re- 
peat it,  that  most  be  first  jmproTed;  the 
energies  through  which  alone  it  can  be 
efiectually  ameliorated  most  be  called  into 
exercise ;  the  mind,  in  short,  mnst  be  ri^ 
lieved  of  that  habitual  dread  of  power, 
which  deadens  every  active  ^sculty^  ere  it 
can  be  fitted  to  rectire  imnrovtmanl  tnm 
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the  divine  precepts  of  tbe  gospel :  in  iu 
present  inert  state,  force,  or  poterty#  or 
interest,  may  make  converts;  but  they, 
like  their  predecessors,  will  be  Christians 
in  name  alone,  humbled  rather  than  exalted 
by  the  change,  and,  from  a  feeling  of  self 
degradation,  more  than  ever  prone  to  the 
depravities  of  oos  natore.  >¥e  may,  here* 
after,  have  to  boast  of  pnmbers,  bnt  till 
the  moral  energies  of  the  people  have 
greater  means  of  developement,  we  may 
have  to  blush  for  the  examples,  possibly 
for  the  acts,  which  misguided  seal  shall 
baTe  produced ;  and  to  regret,  when  too 
kte,  that  we  mistook  the  only  course 
which,  if  steadily  pursued,  would  have 
conducted  our  steps  to  certain  success* 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  tha  condition  of 
Ibis  interesting  people  may,  at  so  critical 
•  juncture  as  tbe  present^  not  be  over- 
looked by  parliament;  and  having  given 
my  <vi^ws  of  the  only  method,  through 
which  either  their  happiness  or  moral  im- 
provement can  be  materially  promoted,  I 
abi^ll  here  close  with  repealing  my  former 
wish,  that  the  Company's  commercial 
ayttem  may,  as  soon  as  possibly,  be 
brought  to  an  end,  aiyl  that  their  know-' 
ledge  and  eirperience  may  then  be  wholly 
directed  to  their  political  affairs;  from 
which,  as  much  advantage  may  tie  anti- 
cipated to  result  to  themselves,  and  to  the 
parent  state,  as  to  the  countries  they  are 
deputed  to  govern. 

And  as  twenty  years  more  of  exclusive 
privilege  will  prolong,  beyond  what  is 
necessary,  the  evils  1  have  on  this  and  a 
former  night  endeavoured  to  describe,  I 
object  to  it  as  the  period  of  the  new 
•charter  now  proposed  to  be  granted. 
Half  that  term  is,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
<iuite  sufficient  for  all  the  useful  purposes 
intended  to  be  secured,  by  a  gradual  abo- 
liiiea  of  tbe  Company's  monopoly* 


IBxitac^ffwiiih^  JppeiuUT  to  Mr.  Rkiard^i 

The  condition  of  tbe  husbandman  or 
ryot  of  India,  and  the  syiteni  of  taxation, 
which  spreads  want  and  misery  through 
regions  abounding  witb  tbe  richest  pro- 
ductions of  nature,  appear  to  be  imper- 
fectly 4cn6wn,  or  little  considered,  even  in 
the  metropolis  of  the  British  empire ;  or 
they  woald,  sooner,  have  awakened  the 
jurtive  feelings  of  pbilaathropy,  which  so 
emiaanUy  disiingaish  our  age  and  country  ^ 
l^  interfii^nce  af  wUcb,  it  ii  preauiQed, 


cannot  be  less  meritorious,  nor,  it  is  hoped» 
less  efficacious,  than  in  the  great  cause, 
which,  afler  many  years  conflict  be.tweea 
natural  ju^tic^  and  commercial  policy,  at 
last  prevailed,  in  securing  the  African 
from  capiivity  and  the  scourge. 

The  dejected  sotis  of  Asia  might  prefer 
even  stronger  claims  on  our  sense  of  na« 
tional  honour  and  humanity,  since  thejr 
have  long  been  under  the  immediate 
guardianship  of  the  Britisb  constitution, 
whose  glory  it  is,  impartially  to  watcb 
over  aH  its  subjects  and  dependents,  with- 
out regarding  the  quality  of  the  person^ 
or  the  distance  of  his  abode. 

The  consideration  due  to  the  natives  of  ^ 
India  was  urged  on  the  notice  of  parlia- 
ment, ^i  the  epoch  of  prolonging  the 
trading  privileges  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany for  a  further  period  of  twenty  years ; 
and  although  a  disclosure  of  the  defects 
and  abuses  in  our  revenue  institutions  was 
received  with  all  the  attention,  which  its 
^relevancy  to  the  commercial  points,  then 
under  discussion,  permitted  to  expect,  yet 
of  necessity  the  explanatory  details,  which 
form  the  appendices  of  the  speeches, 
could  net  be  introduced  in  a  debate.  The 
reader  will  h^re  Gnd,  that  the  author's  ob- 
servations on  the  principles  of  Indian 
finance,  and  his  animadversions  on  the 
evils  which  it  encouaages,  are  justified  by 
official  and  authentic  documents,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  concurrent  testimonies  of 
men,  whose  oj^inions,  like  his  own,  are  the 
result  of  personal  observation  and  expe- 
rience in  the  country,  whose  cause  is  now 
brought  to  the  bar  of  British  justice. 

It  will  grieve  him,  if  any  pious  Christian 
take  offence  at  his  manner  of  exprinsing 
himself,  on  the  important  subject  of  com- 
municating the  light  of  the  Gospel  to 
minds  hitherto  held  impervious  to  iu  rays. 
His  observations  are  all  precautionary,  in- 
tended to  relieve  our  holy  religion  from 
the  shame  of  practices  unworthy  of  its 
divine  origin,  and  to  avert  miscarriage, 
disappointoient,  and  regret,  frpm  its  moat 
benevolent  professors.  * 

Although  to  implicate  in  tbe  errors  of 
our  Indian  government  the  sacred  cha- 
racter of  our  faith,  may  be  thought  unjust 
or  invidious,  the  association  is  inseparable 
in  the  minds  of  those,  who  impute  their 
misery  to  qor  avarice  and  ambition.  The 
foreign  sovereigns  and  the  foreign  mis- 
sionaries, both  coming  from  the  Bailie  * 
country,  will  be  equally  objects  of  distrust 
and  jealousy  to  a  timid  peoploi  unless  the 
practice  of  Cbristiviity,  in  deeds  of  mercy 
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«nd  charhy  by  tbe  one,  precede,  actom'> 
pany,  and  exemplify  the  preaching  of  the 
'Other.  Let  as  only  well  contider  the  rela*- 
tion  in  which  we  nand  towards  the  nitires 
^  India.  If  oor  arm  of  power  is  no  < 
longer  dipped  in  blood,  every  sinew  is 
Mrained  in  the  exactions  of  retenue ;  but 
terror,  and  dismay,  whether  excited  by 
the  sword,  the  tax-gatherer,  or  monopoly, 
lire  atvlfce  innnical  to  conviction,  which,  to 
reach  the  heart,  shoold  be  the  resoii  of 
free  enquiry,  andisturbed  oonsidet*atior\, 
und  calm  reflection  ;  and  th^e  it  is  ?afn 
40  ieeyk  ft>r  in  a  state  of  degradation  and 
oppression.  What  confidence  can  the 
Hindoo  have  in  our  #arme9i  aeal  for  bis 
apfritiTal  welfiftre,  if  all  hit  temporal  inte- 
rests are  made  subservient  to  our  lost  of 
in^alth?  He  will  entertain  no  flattering 
Idea  of  our  sincerity,  if  ^e  ofl^r  only  our 
religion,  in  retem  for  the  possession  of  his 
worldly  good?,  aiid  the  subversion  of  hk 
tiatural  rights. 

Is  it  not  then  fair  to  ask,  and  reasonable 
to  expect,  that  the  genuine  spirK  of 
Christianity  should  operate  on  the  rulers 
4>f  India,  to  abate  the  rigour  of  Mahom- 
inedan  taxation  as  readily  as  they  would 
disclaim,  for  themselves  and  their  aer- 
Vants,  the  adoption  of  any  Mahommedafi 
imposture,  or  Hindoo  superstition  ?  that  a 
religion  of  good-will  towards  all  mankind 
vhould  induce  them,  in  mercy,  to  lowtr 
the  contributions  of  the  Indian  husblind- 
man  to  i^  level  with  ib^  rates  of  other 
Bgrtcuhural  countries  ? 

Until  this  be  done;  untU  thero  be  it 
ffeneral  amelioration  of  the  ryot's  condi- 
tion, it  is  apprehended,  that  when  the 
book,  which  contains  the  life  and  doctrines 
of  the  blessed  Jesus,  shall  be  spread  be- 
fore a  votary  of  Br  am  a,  with  none  but  the 
mildest  petauasites  for  him  to  pe^nse  it 
patiently  and  deliberately,  he  will  have 

,  n  right  to  tell  us,  who  call  ourselves 
Christians,  that  «'6or  practice  is  syste- 
matically at  variance  with  the  merciful 
religion  we  invite  him  to  embrace.  Tliat 
half  a  century's  experience  of  oor  govern- 
ment in  Bengal,  and  muth  longer  ac- 
<|iiaintance  with  our  commerce  there  and 
in  the  peninsula,  have  given  too  few  exam- 
ples of  the  Christian  virtues  for  us  to  ex- 
pect, that  the  simple  Indian  will  change 
the  belief  of  his  ancestors  for  that  of 
European  masters^and  might  he  not  be 
allowed  to  complain,  that  judging  of  the 
tree  by  its  fruity,  to  himself  and  his  whofe 

race  it  is  fiill  of  bitterness  ?" 

It  has  beenifaid  by  a  distinguished  pre- 
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late  of  t^  Church  <»f  Englaad/*  t^t 
*'  tvofth  is  moat  easily  diacernod  in  these 
reasonings  and  orpiniocHi,  which  tend  to 
practice;  because  the  ^baurdity  and  m* 
convenience  of  them  is  aooner  dlit* 
coveted." 

Like  the  Rechabiteaof  old,  whoflliarttc^ 
a  blessing  from  a  prephet^f  the  brMaans 
tenaeviualy  observe  the  aober  enstaaM 
of  thhir  lathers:  like  Ihe  diaebedieat 
Israelitvs,  who  were  admoniabed  lay  this 
example  of  oo«formity,  we  might  be  re* 
preached,  with  neglect  of  the  pohlie  ei>di* 
nances  ef  our  Church  aa  to  divine  werahip^ 
with  proAnatioa  of  the  Sabheth»  and  tea 
coaamon  intemperance.  In  theae  »• 
stances  ef  practical  obedieiice,  the  mm 
6fonary  ir^m  en  Em^epean  aettlemient, 
would  be  confbondM  by  being  tel^ 
"  Cast  eut  the  beam  out  of  Ibine  e«ro  ey^ 
and  then  ahalt  then  see  Nearly  to«eat  eel 
the  mote  out  of  thy  iNrother's  ey^** 

But  tf  fiurepeaia  mtnsers  excite  In  iIm 
natives  of  India  no  diapeisittoD  to  recetft 
the  artreles  ef  e«r  i»elief,  rnech  eaete  dia» 
couragtag  to  every  tree  ChrisUed  wiM  be 
the  refleetien,  that  their  hearta  art  ceea^ 
pletely  esilionged,  and  their  dispoakioafcr 
religious  aDstractien  oppoaed,  by  feeliiigl 
ef  distreaa,  IreaeBtment^  aed  disgnat^  eader 
merciktts  idemands  ef  rcvenee;  ibe 
faeavieiit  huithen  whiofo  the  Mogda,  in  ibe 
wantondeas  ef  conqaeal,  ever  impoaad  ee 
this  submissive  people,  having  been  4^ 
elarad  in  be  fixed  tmalCerably  Ureter,' by 
the  Chriatfan  aucceaaora  of  .Timenr  aed 
Aerengnobe* 

EnmgelicaA  preeobing  frete  the  oae* 
hallowod  )ips>  will  make  Iktle  impraaaiin 
on  the  mnnls  of  the  Hiedooa^  ao  lengaa 
the  inftuelice  ef  Chriatianity  prodnpes»  ea 
the  par^  of  its  proleaaori,  noebeteoaeatof 
a  aystem  herrowed  from  the  dtaetplaa  of 
Mahomt^tv  ,  Manaism  i^f  will  hardly 
present  a  more  forbiddihg  aspect  to  tlie 
victims  of  injusdte,  whtr  see  half  the  pro- 
dace  of  \\aiikr  fielda  aarapt  away  firani 
their  use  by  Christian  hands,  with  as 
little  remorse  aa  by  the  sanguinary  Mas* 
aolOMnabl 
■  •      - "  -•■  "^  ..^'^^  ■-^^»  ^».  ^   -  ■» — ^ 


*  fiUoiaon'a  Bormen  ISO,  oenoembig 
the  perfeciiona  of  Oed. 

t  Jeremlahychftpk  xtxf. 

t  It  ii  rettted  by  Robertaon  hi  bia  Hii^ 
tory  of  Am^lca^  (book  5,)  thtt  a  castipie 
of  Hispaniole,  vrbO  bed  oppoa^  the  Spa- 
niards fn  theiffirattnvaafoiiof  biacountjry, 
^as  taken  and  eondemned  to  be  benit; 
Md  wbett  be^  wai  ItimtMA  le  tbo  iiafc^  b 
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Tli«  Fiftli  Report  •£  tW  Seltoe  Commiu 
toe  4f  tliB  boiMMmblc  House  •$  Coaim^nt 
0!i»  the-  Aliiuft  of  the  EatI  India  €oi»f«i»y, 
epo*aio»  th»^l4o«ving  aino»go^er  wtt^ 
»oi»ing  rnfor«MMon  aa  to  the  origin  of  ou9 
peFemie  insiftolionsy  ^n^  tho  rates  of  laaa* 
tton  in  liulia»  ibe  oppresaife  infloMite  of 
wMcb  ^Aei  ovary-  cffiit  al  improv««eii^ 
civil  or  veli^us* 

<'  Aa  i*  was  ike  opiiHO»  of  aoaM  intelHt* 
l^oiit  aer? aa(M.  of  Uie  Coin(paiiy»  that  >l 
fro«lci>  iii^  the  approoobiagi  seuloman^* 
be  more  advisaibla  to  retort  to  the  ^natitii- 
tiona  and  rolat  of  Ihe  old  goMmrutmai, 
wkb  wbfclt  tho  ivtlivea  were  aoqeaioiod, 
tben  to  prooeedupenprinoiplea  am ralea 
IB  Um  adaiiDittralfon  of  joBtioe  alid  raae- 
ave,  dertTod  freaa  »  Hate  ci  aooietyy  to 
wbioli  they  weiie  eatire  staaogars  ;  year 
•ooiviittee  vill  procead  to  exphiin  the 
aobeoie  of  iotenial  peKeyy  In  tha  uanage- 
aaeiit  of  the  land  reTttmei  to  which  it  waa 
eoDlended,  by  Ihe  pettsons  aboTo  alluded 
to,  the  prefeieooe  shoohl  he  gi?en»'' 

«'  In  the  exteoiiya  plaioa  of  India,  e 
large  proportion,  eslimaM  in  the  Com- 
pany'a  proyineea  at  one-third  hy  lord 
CorawaUis,  at  qno-half  bv  otbaie,  and  by 
some  at  iwo-lhirdt,  of  land  cepabla  of 
enltiration,  lies  wasHe^  and  probably  was 
never  otbarwite.  it  beeana,  tbovefore,  of 
is>povtaiice  to  the  natite  governments, 
whose  prinoip^  flaenaial  resource  was 
the  laod  ravanna^  to  provide^  that  as  tha 
popokutioa-  and  cultivation' should  incpease, 
the  slate  BMght  derive  its  proportion  of  ad- 
vantage (Von  this  progra8avo.augffienta* 
tioa.  Whatever  nwgfat  he  the  oaative  of' 
iu  int«edo€tion>  the  rale  for*  fininff  the 
govemmtet  share  of  the  crap  had  this 
tepdieiioy»  Thia  rale  ia  traceable,  ae  e 
general  priaelfile^  tfavoagh  enrery  part  of 
the  eeapira^  wtnoh  has  vat  coam  oniwr  the 
British*  dominion^  amfr^^  nndoubledly  had 

Vrandaean  fiPiari  labonring  to  eonv^  him, 
promised  immedialo  admittance  into  the 
joys  of  Heaven,  if  be  woald'  embrace  the 
Christian  faith.  After  seane  paase,  he  says, 
'«  Are  tfoereany  Spantsirda  hi  that  region  of 
btisa  which  yon  deaeribe  ^'*^*«  Yes,''  re- 
plied the  monfc>  '<  but  onlv  sech  as  are 
worthy  and  good/*— "« The  bestef  them,'' 
replied  the  indignant  aaKiqne,  «*  have 
neither  worth  nor  goodness.  I  will  not 
go  to  a  place  where  I  may  meM-  one  of 
that  accorted  raoe/^ 

*  On  4he  arrival  in  Ifidla  of  lord  CoA- 
wallis,  anno  V!».    Vkte  RMt  Bcfport, 

« 


iu  osi^ii  ia  times  anterior  to  Iba  eptry 
of  the  Mahomedana  into  bidin.  %  thin 
rolie  the  prodoee  of  the  loodv  whether 
taken  in  kind,  or  estimated  in  money,  was 
understood  to  be  shared  in  dvatinct  pro* 
portions  betwern  the  ooltirator  and  the 
govrm^etst.  'J'he  shares  varied  when 
the  land  was  rtornily  cleai^,  and  re* 
quired  extraordinary  lahoer  ;  but  when  it 
was  Ailly  settled  and  produotive,  the  dri*- 
tivator  had  about  two  fifths,  and  the  ge« 
vernment  the  remainder.  The  govern- 
ment share  was  again  divided  with  the 
aemindar  and  the  vdhige  officers,  in  sooh 
proportion,  that  the  zemindar  retained  no 
more  than  about  one*  tenth  of  this  shaiia» 
or  little  more  than  three- hitiath  parts  of 
the  whole ;  bat,  in'*  instances  of  mertto* 
rioos  conduct,  the  deOciency  was  made  up 
to  him  by  special  granta  of  land,  deoomi* 
nated  nauncaur,  or  subslstvnee ;  the  small 
portions  which  remained  were  divided  be- 
tween the  mokuddim,  or  head  cultivator 
of  the  village,  who  was  supposed  instm» 
mental  in  originally  settling  the  village, 
or  derived  bis  right  by  inheritance,  or 
by  purchase,  from  that  transaction,  and' 
who  had  still  the  charge  of  promoting  and* 
directing  its  cultivation— the  pausbaun  or 
gorayaf,  whose  dnty  it  was  to  guard  the 
crop,  and  the  putwarry  or  village  mc* 
coontant,  perhaps  the  only  inhabitant  who 
could  write,  and  on  whom  the  cultiratora^ 
relied  for  an  adjustment  of  their  demanda 
and  paytnenta  to  be  made  on  account  of 
their  rents— besides  these  persons,  who, 
from  tha  zemindars  downwards,  can  be 
regarded  in  no  other  light  than  aa  serf  ants* 
of  the  government,  provision  was  made 
either  by  an  allotted  share  of  the  pro- 
duce, or  by  a  special  grant  of  laml,  for  the 
canongoe  or  confidential  agent  of  the  go- 
vernment, whose  name  implies  that  he 
was  the  depositary  and  promulgatoi^  of 
the  established  regulations,  and  whose 
office  was  intended  as  a  check  on  the  con- 
duct in  financial  transactions  of  all  the 
rest." 

**  Under  the  superintendence  of  this 
officer,  or  one  of  his  gomastahs  or  ap- 
pointed agents,  were  placed  a  certain 
number  of  adjacent  villages,  the  accounta 
of  which,  as  kept  by  the  putwarries,  were* 
constantly  open  to  his  inspectioB,  and  tha 
transactions  in  which,  with  regard  to  the 
occupancy  of  the  land,  and  (he  distinction 
of  boundanes,  came  regularly  under  hfs 
cognizance,  in  a  form  tbatvenabled  him# 
at  any  time  when  called  upon,  to  report- 
to  the  gofemikient'ihe  quantity  of  land  in 
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ctltivalioii,  the  naxw  of  ib€  produce,  the 
amount  of  rent  pmid,  and  generally  the 
disposal  of  the  produce,  agreeably  to  the 
shares  allotted  by.  the  rules,  as  above  ex* 
plained.  To  his  office,  moreover,  reference 
might  be  had,  to  determine  contested 
boundaries,  the  use  of  rivers  or  reservoirs 
for  irrigation,  and  generally  in  all  disputes 
concerning  permanent  property  or  local 
^sage,  witbiif  the  limiu  of  his  official 
range.'* 

The  followinff  extract  from  Historical 
Sketches  of  the  Mysoor,  by  colonel  Wilks, 
may  serve  to  give  a  more  complete  idea 
of- the  organisation  of  society  in  India, 
aud  to  place  the  situation  of  the  natives  in  a 
more  interesting  point  of  view,  from  iure* 
semblance  to  primeval  simplicity. 

*'  Every  Indian*  village  is,  and  appears 
alwaya  to  have  bten  in  fact,  a  separate 
community  or  republic,  and  exhibits  a 
Kviog  picture  of  that  state  of  things  which 
theorists  have  imagined  in  the  earlier 
itages  of  civilization,  when  men  have  as- 
sembled in  communities,  for  the  purpose 
of  reciprocally  administering  to  each 
other's  wanu.  1.  The  Goud,  PoUil,  Moc- 
cudim,  or  Mundil  (as  he  is  named  in  dif- 
ferent languages)  is  the  judge  and  magis- 
trate. .  2:  The  Curnum,  Shamboag,  or 
Putwaree,  is  the  register.  3.  The  Paliary 
or  Scholwar :  and,  4.  The  Potee,  are  seve- 
rally the  watchmen  of  the  villag;e  and  of 
the  crops.  5.  The  Neerguntee  dbtributes 
the  water  of  the  streams  or  reservoirs  in 
josi  proportion  to  the  several  fields.  6, 
The  Jotishee  or  Josbee,  or  astrologer,  per- 
forms the  essential  service  of  announcing 
the  seasons  of  seed  time  and  harvest,  and 
the  imaginary  benefit  of  unfolding  the 
lucky  or  unlucky  days,  and  hoursi  for  all 
the  operations  of  farming :  7  th  the  smith, 
and  8th  carpenter,  frame  the  rude  instru- 
ments of  husbandry,  and  the  ruder  dwell- 
ing of  the  farmer.  9.  The  potter  fabri- 
cates the  only  utensils  of  the  villase.  10. 
The  washerman  keeps  clean  the  few  gar- 
ments which  are  spun,  and  sometimes 
woven,  in  the  family  of  the  farmer,  or 

;urchased  at  the  nearert  market.  11. 
*he  barber  contributes  to  the  cleanliness, 
and  assists  in  the  toilet  of  the  villagers. 
12.  The  silversmith,  marking  the  approach 
of  luxury,  manufactures  the  simple  orna- 
ments With  which  they  delight  to  bedeck 
their  wives  and  their  daughters ;  and  these 
tfwelve  officers  (Barra  lullowuttee  or  Ay- 
^gada)  or  requisite  members  of  the  com- 

•  Wilks's  South  of  India,  page  1 17. 
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monity,  receive  the  compensatloni  of  their 
labour,  either  in  allotmeou  of  land  bom 
the  corporate  stock,  or  \n  fees,  coaststi ng 
of  fixed  proportions  of  the  crop  of  eveiy 
farmer  in  the  villaffe.     In  s<yme  isataocca 
the  lands  of  a  village  are  cultivated    in 
common,  and  the, crop  divided  in  the  pro- 
portions of  the  labour  contributed,  ImiI 
ffeneirally  each  occupant  tills   his  ewn 
field ;    the  waste  land  is  a  common  pas- 
ture for  the  cattle  of  the  tillage  ;    iu  ez- 
^temal  boundaries  are  as  oarefiillv  marked 
as  those  of  the  richest  field,  and  they  are 
maintained  as  a  coaunou  right  of  the  vil- 
lage, or  rather  township  (a  t^m  which 
more  correctly  describes  the  thing  in  oor 
contemplation)  to  the  exclnsion  of  others» 
with  as  much  jealousy  and  rancour  as  the 
frontiers  of  the  most  potent  kingdoass. 
Such  are  the  primitive  component  parts 
of  all  the  kingaoms  of  India.    Their  tech- 
nical combination  to  compose   districts, 
provinces,  4>r  principalities,  of  from  ten  to 
a  hundred  thousand  villages,  has  been  in- 
finitely diversified,  at  di&rent  periods,  by 
the  wisdom  or  caprice  of  the  diief  roier» 
or  by  the  vigour  and  resistance  of  those 
who,  in  every  age^  country,  and  conditioo, 
have    coveted  independence  for    them- 
selves, and  the    power    to  govern    the 
greatest  possible  number  .of  their  fdlow 
creatures.     Menu's  arrangement  places  a 
lord  over  one  town  with  its  district  (which 
is  precisely  the  township  above  described); 
a  lord  of  ten,  of  twenty,  of  a  hundred,  and 
of  a  thousand,  in. a  scale  of  regular  subor- 
dination, reportiag  and  receiving  com- 
mands successively  from  the  next  in  gra* 
dation,  and  fixes  with  precision  the  salaries 
and  perquisites  of  each:   his  scheme  of 
government  recognises  none  of  those  per- 
sons who  in  these  days  are  known  by  the 
several  designations  of  Wadeyars,  Poligan^ 
Zemindars,  Deshayies,  &c.  (all  in  their 
respective  jurisdictions)    assuming  when 
they  dare  the  title  of  raja  or  king;   alt 
officers,  enumerated  by  Menu    have,  in 
their  several  scales,  at  difierent  periods, 
simply  acted  as  agents  of  the  sovereign ; 
as  farmers  of  revenue  contracting  with 
the  sovereign  for  a  certain  sum,  and  levy- 
ing what  tlSby  can  as  partisans  or  chiefs  of 
troops ;  receiving  an  assignment  on  reve- 
nues, managed  by  another,  or  the  direct 
management  themselves;  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  pay  of  the  troops.*' 

''  In  these  several  capacities  they  ouy 
have  continued  obedient  to  the  sovereign 
who  deputed  themi  they  ma^  have  w- 
tained  from  bis  favour,  or  firom  his  fears,  a 
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remission  of  part  of  the  %nm  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  they  may  have  rebelled  and 
usurped  the  whole  government,  or  have 
established  a  small  independent  principa- 
lity, or  a  larger :  but  with  regard  to  the 
villages  or  townships^  of  which  the  prin- 
cipality  is^composed*  they  have  appeared 
but  In  one  character ;  viz.  the  govern- 
ment, the  sovereign  :  a  person  exercising 
sovereign  authority  on  his  own  account,  or, 
by  delegation,  on  account  of  another.  The 
interior  constitution  and  condition  of  each 
separate  township  remains  unchanged  : 
no  revolutions  affect  it,  no  conquest 
reaches  it.  It  is  not  intended  to  assert, 
^at  the  village  in  our  contemplation  may 
'  not  have  produced  the  Csesar  of  his  little 
world:  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  may 
have  been  invaded  by  the  potail,  by  the 
poligar  ruling  over  twenty^  by  the  wa- 
deyar  ruling  over  thirty-three,  by  the 
collector  over  two  hundred^  or  by  the 
toviereign  of  twenty  thousand  townships, 
each  or  either  of  these  persons  may  have 
^ttemptedf  or  have  succeeded,  or  have 
failed,  in  persuading  or  forcing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  proportion  of  money,  or 
of  grain,  paid  by  the  township  to  the 
state  ;  but  the  conquests,  usurpations,  or 
revolutions,  considered  as  such,  have  abso* 
lutely  no  influence  on  its  condition.  The 
conqueror,  or  usurper,  directly,  or  through 
his  agents,  addresses  himself  as  sovereign 
or  representative  of  the  sovereign  to  the 
head  of  the  township  ;  its  officers,  its 
boundaries,  and  the  whole  frame  of  its  in- 
terior management,  remain  unalterably  the 
same,*  and  it  is  of  importance  to  remem- 
ber, th  at  every  state  in  India  is  a  congeries 
of  these  little  rejiuhlics.^' 

"  A  certain  number  of  villages,  with  a 
society  thus  organized,  formed  a  pergun- 
nah ;  a  certain  number  of  those,  compre- 


♦  Every  village,  with  its  twelve  Ayan- 
gadees,  as  they  are  called,  is  a  little  re- 
public, with  the  potail  at  the  head  of  it ; 
and  India  is  a  mass  of  such  republics. 
The  inhabitants,  during  war^  look  chiefly 
to  their  own  potail.  They  give  them- 
aelves  no  trouble  about  the  breaking  up 
and-  division  of  kingdoms ;  while  the 
Tillage  remains  entire,  they  care  not  to 
vvbat  power  it  is  transferred  ;  wherever  it 
^oes  the  internal  'management  remains 
unaltered  ;  the  potail  is  still  the  cojiector 
and  magistrate,  and  hea^  farmer.  From 
Ihe^ge  of  Menu,  until  this  day,  the  set- 
tVeroenU  have  been  made  either  with  or 
through  the  potails.— -Wiikf| 

(.VOUXXVU.) 


hending  a  tract  of  country  equal  perhaps 
to  a  moderate  sized  .English  county,  was 
denominated  a  chuckla;  of  these  a  cer* 
tain  number  and  extent  formed  a  circar ; 
a  few  of  these  formed  the  last  or  grand 
division,  styled  a  soubah,  of  which,  by 
the  dewanny  grant,  the  British  govern- 
metU  had  obtained  two,  the  soubah  of. 
Bengal,  that  of  Bahar,  with  part  of  Orissa." 
On  the  subject  of  the  havelly  lands  of 
Fort  St.  George,  (lands  of  which  govern- 
ment considered  itself  the  proprietor,  and, 
having  no  intermediate  occupants  or 
agents,  as  zenaindars,  poly  gars,  &c.  be- 
tween the  sovereign  and  the  cultivators) 
the  Fifth  Report,  page  117,  adds,  '*  Your 
Committee  will  first  detail  the  principles 
of  revenue  administration,  progressively 
adopted  by  the  Company's  government  in, 
the  latter  description  of  territory,  gene* 
rally  distinguished  by  the  name  of  circar 
or  havelly  lands.  The  interest  in  the  soil 
was  generally  found  to  be  divided  be* 
tween  government  and  the  cultivator. 

«  The  established  or  understood,  share 
of  the  former,  from  paddy  lands,  or  wet^ 
designated  by  the  term  nunjah,  was  ge-. 
nerally  received  in  kind,  at  rates  varying 
from  40  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro* 
duce,  subject  to  a  deduction  of  certain 
proportions  distributed  among  the  ser- 
vants, and  appropriated  to  charitable  uses. 
The  government  share  of  dry  grain  cul- 
ture,* called  punjab,  which  was  consider- 
ably less  than  in  the  nuniah  lands,  was 
mostly  received  in  money,     &c.  ,^ 

**  The  demand  on  the  cultivator  wat^ 
however,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  es- 
Cablisbed  rates  of  laud  tax  or  rent ; ,  for« 
besides  the  sayer  duties  and  taxes,  per- 
sonal and  professional,  the  ryot  was  sub* 
ject  to  extraordinary  aids,  additional  as- 
sessments, and  to  the  private  exaction^  of 
the  officers  of  government,  or  renters,  and 
their  people  :  so  that  what  was  left  to  the 
ryot  was  little  more  than  what  he  waa 
enabled  to  secure  by  evasion  and  conceaU 
ment/' 

Of  the  general  administration  under 
the  Mahommedans,  we  have  it  reported 
by  the  Select  Committee,  page  5,  that 
**  the  information  communicated  to  the 
directors  by  the  supreme  government  ia 
177^,-  represented  the  internal  govern- 
ment to  be  in  a  state  of  disorder,  and  the 
people  suffering  great  oppression :  these 
evils  were  imputed  to.  the  ^nature  of  the 
former  administration."  "  The  nazima 
exacted  what  they  could  from  the  zemin- 
dars, and  great  farmers  of  the  re? eaue^ 
(4  F) 
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n^hom  they  left  at  liberty  to  phinder  nil 
beloW|  reservioff  to  themselves  the  prero- 
gatire  of  plundering  tbem  in  ttirn»  when 
they  were  supposed  to  have  enriched 
themselves  with  the  spoils  of  the  country: 
the  whole  nystem  thus  resolved  itself  on 
the  part  of  the  public  officei^  into  habitual 
extortion  and  injustice,  which  produced 
on  that  of  the  cultivator  the  natural  con- 
sequences, concealment,  and  evasion,  by 
whrch  government  was  defrauded  of  a 
considerable  par^  of  its  just  demands/' 

*'  With  respect  to  the  administratfon  of 
justice,  the  recular  course  was  every 
where  suspended,  but  every  man  exercised 
it  who  had  the  power  of  compelling  others 
to  submit  to  his  decisions/' 

These  indeed  are  but  the  natorml  efi^ts 
of  such  a  land*tax  as  we  are  considering, 
and  must  inevitably  be  felt  under  every 
sd ministration  which  has  the  injustlca  to 
enforce  or  adopt  it. 

ft  is  DOW  officially  recorded,  and  before 
parliament,  that  or  the  produce  of  lands 
m  India,  the  cultivator  had  aboOt  f^is 
only,  and  government  the  remainder,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  state,  and  to  provide 
for  the  officers  employed  under  iL  to  as- 
certain and  collect  this  revenue,  of  which 
•^ths  appear  to  be  the  return  thus  made 
to  govemoient,  allowing  at  most  ^th  to 
the  zemindar,  or  resident  collector,  for 
bis  trouble.  But  the  most  affecting  pic- 
ture of  Indian  misery  is  the  account  of 
the  havelly  lands  of  Fort  8u  George, 
where,  after  payment '  of  the  established 
land-tax  to  government,  which  raried 
from  40,  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  gross  pro- 
duce, extraorainary  public  and  private 
exactions,  on  what  was  intended  to  belong 
to  the  ryot,  so  reduced  the  riesidae,  as^  in 
the  emphatic  words  of  the  committee^-to 
leave  him  little  besides  what  he  was  ena- 
bled to  secure  by  evasion  and  conceal- 
ment. 

Such  were  «*  the  institutions  and  rules 
of  the  old  government,''  to  vrhich  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  resort !  Sach  was 
the  state  of  a  vast  country,  with  sixty  mil- 
lions of  souls,  when  a  corporation  of  Chris- 
tian merchants  succeeded  to  the  autho- 
rity of  iu  Mussulman  conquerors:  and 
odious  as  the  comparison  may  be  felt,  it 
would  be  culpable  evasion  of  incontro- 
Yeriible  evidence  to  deny,  that  thefce  Ma- 
liommedan  principles  of  finance  are  the 
basis,  taken  by  the  honourable  Company, 
Tor  their  perm^ent  settlement  of  the  re- 
Tenues  of  India. 

to  Great  Britain^  where  humanity  is 
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honoured,  and  justice  made  Uie  chief  ahn 
of  government,  we  should  consider  tt  a 
comprotttise  of  the  national  honour,  to 
listen  for  a  moment  to  suggestions  for  au- 
thorising or  sanctionmg,  in  the  conduct  of 
onr  fellow*countrymen,  in  any  settlement 
however  remote,  the  immoralities  or 
cruelties  of  Mahomet  and  his  followers. 
Degradation  of  one-half  of  Hie  bomaig 
species  in  the  female  sex,  polygamy,  and 
proselytism  by  the  sword,  we  condemn 
with  just  abhorrence  and  vhrtoous  indig- 
nation; how  then,  it  may  be  enqotreid« 
from  the  impure  fountain,  whence  these 
and  other  enormities  have  overflowed 
large  portions  of  the  earth,  how  firom  the 
source  of  imposture  and  nsorpatioh  in  the 
Mahommedans,  can  we,  can  Christians, 
draw  justification,  or  seek  precedents,  for 
taking  from  a  husbandman  one  half  t>f  the 
produce  of  his  fields?  A  bmrthen  wi- 
knoWn,  not  only  in  Britain,  but  unheard 
of  ih  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

Lest  any  one  should  hesitate  entering 
mto  the  author's  objections  to  the  rate  A 
this  tax,  fi^m  doubts  of  its  being  actoally 
renewed  and  enforced  by  the  British  so- 
vereigns  of  India,  the  following  oficial 
extracts  may  be  necessary  to  the  informa- 
tion of  readersi  nnaccnstomed  to  At  de- 
tails of  eastern  exactions. 
ExTBACT  of  a  Letter  from  the  Judge  of 
Broach,  dated  1 1th  Ma^r*  1808,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Governor  in  Council  of 
Bombay. 

**  The  right  of  the  honourable  Compa- 
ny, as  rulers  and  sovereigns,  to  one- half 
of  the  produce  of  the  jgovernmeDt  lands, 
is  one  of  the  first  and  most  undisputed 
principles  of  the  old  established  Jaws  of 
|his  part  of  their  territories/' 

The  Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Bepoit  com* 
tains  the  following  extracts  from  the  re* 
ports  of  collectors  on  survegfa  and  asMts- 
ments. 

The  lands  in  Paddy  Fields,  yieWnff 
two  crops,  are  asoertaioed  to  l>t  M2,lSf 
Gooatahs. 

The  highest  of  which  is  as  follows: 
The  first  crop  of  the  best  of  wet 

lands 17 

The  second  crop  from  the  saoif 

ground       ••••••.St; 


Deduct  Sototadmnu  A:e.  eqttal  12f 
percent.  .    •    .    •    . 


25  6 


\ 
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Circar  (or  gofemmeiii) 
thare 11 


Jimt  14^  1815. 


[1174 


22  !« 


Tb*  frftctioiit  bting  kt  g»  to  tbe  Ryots. 

The  lowest  rate, of  the   laodi  giving 
two  crops  is  thus  settled : 

Tho  firti  crop  produces   •    «    •    .10  6 
The  secoiiil  crop    ••••••    J  4 


Deduct  Sftleiidroai,  he*  of  ]3|  per 
cent.     •••«•• 


la 


Ryot's  share     ^    •    •    •    .    7 
Circar  (or  goYemmeot)  share   7 


14 


—      14 


The  lands  yielding  one  crop  are  rated 
ftona'^6.  4.  to  IS.  \5. 
The  whole prodace  of  thefinitsort  15 
The  Soiiindnim 1   ]0| 


-  Ryot's  share 6  6^ 

Circar  (or  gofernment)  share  6  6| 


13     \\ 


IS     \\ 


tbe 


Tbe  '  total    average  prodace*  on 
lands  giving  two  crops  is  as  follows: 

Whole    average     prodoce     per 

Goontah     .......  02  2 

SotundnifD»at  I2{per  cent     •    •    2^  9| 


Of  which 
The  Ryot's  share  is  (only)  9  8/^ 
Cirear    (or   government) 

share     .    •    .    •    .  9  %4z 


19  4| 


19  4| 


The  total  average  prodace  in  the  lands 
yielding  one  crop  is  as  follows : 

Whole  average  prodace  •    •    •    .119 
Sotondrum   ••••••••    1  d| 


Ryot's  share     •    .    •    •  ^  Irl 
Circar  (or    government) 

thart   •    «    •    •    •  5  1|| 


10  3} 


10  3| 
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ExTaaert  from  Mr.  Hodgson's  Reporto  In 
Appendix  to  Fifth  Report    Page  935. 

^  In  the  northern  circars»  for  instance, 
the  ryots  have  paid  a  fixed  revenue  for 
ages;  that  if,  they  have  given  50  per 
cent,  or  more  or  less  of  their  produce,  ac* 
cording  to  local  circumstances,  either  in 
money  or  in  kind." 

Page  962.  *'  It  is  recorded  of  Benares, 
that  two  modes  of  paying  landed  asiress- 
ments  prevail  in  that  province.  By  the 
first,  the  husbandman  engages  to  pay  the 
valoe  of  one  half  of  whatever  in  the 
course  of  the  year  tbe  farm  shall  be  found 
to  yield.  By  the  second,  he  makes  him- 
self responsible  for  the  original  land*tax 
imposed  by  the  emperor  Akbar,  together 
with  such  additional  assessments  as  late 
reigns  have  prescribed." 

ExTXACT  from  the  printed  Report  of  tbe 
Bengal  Commissioners  appointed  lo 
settle  the  Province  of  Malabar,  la 
1793.     Vol.  I,  page  247. 

'« The  chief  and  council  (of  Telicbery) 
ordered  that  the  assessment  on  the  oarts 
should  continiie  in  tbe  usual  manner,  which* 
whilst  only  rated,  as  above-mentioned,  at 
25  per  cent,  on  tbe  produce,  remained  ia 
a  proportion  of  one* fourth  more  lightly 
taxed  than  the  rest  pf  Malabar;  there 
being  no  rule  better  onderstood,  or  more 
fully  and  readily  acquiesced  in,  with  re-> 
spect  to  the  assessment  of  the  country  in 
general,  than  that  tbe  government  is  en- 
titled toone-balfof  the  effective  produce 
of  both  trees  and  vines." 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Shore's  (Lord  Teign- 
mouth'sj  Minete,  18ib  June,  1789,  ia 
Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Report.  Page 
180. 

**  1  assume,  as  a  fact,  the  ryots  pay  in  a 
proportion  of  ooe*half  of  the  gross  pro- 
doce  of  their  lands." 

Page  181.  ''The  rates  of  assessment 
are  so  heavy  on  the  ryots  in  many  dis- 
tricts, that  1  believe  their  capacity  to  dis- 
char|;e  them  arises  from  their  secretly 
holding  lands  which  pay  no  rent*  Hoyv 
far  this  may  extend,  I  know  not." 

Numerous  other  aatbenlic  documents 
might  be  quoted  from  the  same  report ; 
but  these,  it  is  presumed,  wiJi  suffice  to 
shew  that  such  is  the  rate  of  impost  on 
tbe  agricukarp  of  India. 


Of  Uif  abMet  in  tbe  oMmaifiaieat  i 
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^collection  of  this  reteoiie,  ta  example 
nay  be  taken  from  ibe 

Tanjorb  Report. 
"  By  the  c6mmittee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  abuses  exercised  by  the  native 
servaiitA  of  government,  employed  in  the 
administration  of  the  revenues  oFTanjore. 
(Signed)        Charles  Harris, 
John  Wallaqb, 
C0mbaconum,  W.  Blacks  urns/' 

*'  It  is  well  known  to  government,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  1  tnd  revenues  of 
Tanjore  have  been  of  late  years  adminis- 
tered, was  by  an  aumaiiie  division  of  the 
crops.  The  facility,  which  that  system  of 
management  ati'urds,  of  committing  depre- 
dations on  the  revenue,  was,  from  its  fiirst 
establishment,  well  known  to  the  collector, 
^ho  appears  to  have  instituted  every  pos- 
sible check  for  the  preventing  of  those 
abuses,  to  which,  he  was  fully  aware,  the 
system  was  in  this  respect  liable.  That 
these  checks  were  well  calculated  to  en- 
sure the  ends  for  which  they  were  adopted, 
the  committee  have  full  proof  from  their 
effects  in  the  first  year  of  the  auraanie, 
1210,  when  the  sircar  servants  were  not 
linked  together  by  a  common  chain  of  in- 
terested villainy  and  corruption,  and  when 
the  trifling  depredations  on  the  revenue 
were  confined  to  a  few  petty  monigars 
and  inferior  landholders.  But  restraints, 
which  in  that  case  were  effectual,  and 
which  would  have  remained  so,  had  any 
one  class  of  the  native  servants  continued 
in  the  upright  discharge  of  their  duty, 
became  of  little  avail,  when  the  whole 
mass  of  servants,  both  in  the  cutcherrys 
and  in  the  districts,  felt  the  desire  and 
sought  the  means  of  peculation  and 
plunder." 

*'  From  the  accounts  giVen  in  by  the 
meerassadars  to  the  committee,''  (under 
circumstances,  by  which  a  confession  was 
obtained  from  the  parties  concerned  in 
the  depredations  on  the  revenue,  as  amply 
detailed  in  the  Report]  *'  it  would  appear 
that  in  the  three  harvest  years  or  Fuslies 
121 1^  J2,  and  13,  the  total  quantity  of  the 
nuajah  produce  kept  out  of  the  circar  ac- 
counts, and  concealed  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  collector,  .^moupted  to  9154  garce, 
of  which  total  amount  MOl  garce  formed 
the  actual  depredation  on  the  nunjah  re- 
yenues  of  government.  This  grain,  had 
it  been  brought  to  account,  would  have 
augmented  jthe  actual  revenues  of  the 
tkrea  yeaia  in  the  sum  of  atar  pagodas 
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\fi\fiS6.  25  f.  53  c.  <4«,65«.  sterling* 
calculated  at  8«.  per  pagoda)  accordiDg  to 
the  average  price  for  which  ibe  govern- 
ment grain  sold  in  the  difietent  talooks  for 
the  Pusltes  in  question.'' 

"  The  coauuittee  feel  little  betitatioo  in 
stating  the  poonjah  embezzlement,  at  atar 
pagodas  7 1,205.  6  f.  69  c.  and  that  of  the 
total  enibtzzlenient  on  the  revenoes  of 
Sornadajum  12,52t.  12.  I  !•  making  m 
total  embezzlement  on  the  revenues  of  tlie 
high  lands  in  Fusly  l2ll  of  star  pagodas, 
83,720.  19  fs.  In  Fosly  1213,  the  Pooojab 
land,  including  th^  Sornadsyumi  had  beta 
rented  to  the  inhabitants/' 

"  The  land  revenues  of 
Fosly  s  1 211,  12,  and 
13,  have  by  the  joint  • 
depredations  and  cor« 
ruption  of  the  mee- 
rassadars and  circar 
servants,  suffered  a  S.  P.  Fs«  C. 
defalcation  of   -  -*   2,05,363       2     53 

To  which  add  ti)e 
amount  .  of  embez- 
zlement of  grain  in 
1210  .....        2,502     35     48 


Total     defalcation    of 

land    revenue   since 

the  establishment  of 

the  Aumanie  system  2,07.865  3S  21 
Frauds   in    the    other 

heads  of  receipt  -  •  15,461  36  26 
Frauds  in  the  disburse- 

menu  as  they  affect 

government  •  .  -  39»650  29  13 
Fraudi  in  the  Treasury        6.570     37     15 

Total  loss  by  govern- 
ment in  Fusly  12 10, 
II,  12,  and  13     -    -  2,69,549     14    75 

Further  amount  .  of 
frauds  on  the  dis* 
.  bdrsements,  not  af- 
fecting government 
but  individuals  -     -      13,714     17     40 

Frauds  not  affecting 
the  receipts  Qor  dis- 
bursements of  go* 
vernment     ...     27,269    52    51 


Total  loss  sustained  by 
government  and  in- 
dividuals    .     -     -13,10.533 


23     6 


♦  <£.  «2, 1 45  sterling; 
t,;f.l24v213slerlkig. 
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, '«  Od  th^  degrees  of  gtiU  of  the  several 
<lepredator89  ibe  commitiee  cannot  deem 
it  either  jost  or  politic,  to  measure  the 
ileliiiquency  of  each  indiTiJual  by  the  de- 
gree of  profit  which  he  derived  from  his 
guilt ;  for  it  is  not. by  the  actual  sum  re- 
ceived K^"^  any  one,  or. any  ten,  of  the  in- 
dividuals concerned,  that  the  revenues  of 
government  have  suffered  ;  it  is  from  the 
example  of  curruptiun,  and  the  spirit  ol 
rapacity,  manifested  by  the  superior  ser- 
vants, that  a  system  of  daring  frauds  has 
been  diffused  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
native  establishment  employed  in  the 
management  of  ihe  revenues,  and  that  the 
whole  tenantry  of  an  extensive  and  popu* 
lous  province  have  been  almost  seduced 
from  their  allegiance,  and  led  into  measures 
of  a  nature  the  most  flagitious/' 

"  The  peshcar  of  tlie  collectors  cutcher- 
ry,  the  interpreters  in  the  collectors 
and  assistants  cutcherries,  the  head 
hircarrah,  and  the  head  deloyet*  from 
the  very  nature  of  their  offices,  could 
have  prevented  by  their  integrity,  or 
<)iiiC*overed  by  their  vigilance,  any  at- 
tempt at  fraud  or  embezzlement,  on 
Ihe  part  of  the  other  servants  of  the 
establishment;  but  by  a  base,  unprinci- 
pled, and  interested  abandonment  of  every 
part  of  their  duty,  ihey  have,  for  a  com- 
paratively small  profit,  occasioned  a  con- 
siderable loss  to  government,  by  sepa- 
rating from  it,  and  encouraging  in  secret 
enmity  with  it,  the  people  of  a  whole 
country. 

S.  Ps. 
*'  Th«  pe«chars  monthly  salary  was  1 00 
His  depredations  on  government  -  1 3, 1 44 
And  on  individuals    -     -    •     -    -    6,819 

"  The  interpreter  of  the  collectors 
cutcherry,    Rungarow,    had     a 
monthly  salary  of     .   '•     •     •         50 
His  depredations  on  the  public  are    3,609 
On  individuals     -,--.••   4.076 


"  The  interpreter  in  the  cutcherry 
of  the  first  assistant,  Ramiah.  had 
a  monthly  salary  of   •     -    •    -        20 

His   depredations   on   the   public 

amount  to    ---•.--    8,821- 

And  on  individuals    •    •    •    •    -    1,835 


*'  The  interpreter  in  the  cutcherry 
of  the  second  assistant,  Cbednm- 
baranada  Moodely,  had  a  month- 
ly  salary  of     -^    •    -     •     •     -         20 

His   depredations  on   Ihe  public 
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S.Psi 
And  on  individuals,  to    •    •    •    -      311 

''  The  head  hircarrab  had  a  monthly 

salary  of    -•-•--•  10 

His  depredations  on  the  public  are  2,128 

And  on  individuals      •     .     •     ;  2:27 

*'  The  head  deloyet  had  a  monthly 

allowance  of    -••---  10 

His  depredations  on  the  public  are  1,140. 

And  on  individuals  .   •     •     •     '•  %0b^ 

■  '  ■■ 

^<  The  javabnavis  received  a  month- 
ly salary  of     -     -     -     -     •     -  15 

His   depredations  on    the  public 

amount  to     •-••.-    «  1,492 

And  on  individuals  to  •     •     •     -  893 

The  Committee  conclude  their  Report 
by  inserting  the  following  statement, 
shewing  the  prof)ortion  which  the  embezs 
zlement  and  frauds,  in  the  four  Fuslys, 
bear  to  the  net  revenues  of  those  years* 

^  Embezzlement  on  the 
Receipts  and  Disburse- 
ments of  Government, 
in  Fuzlees,   1210,   11,      S.  P.      Fs.  a 
12,  and  13:      -     .     -  2,69,549  14  75 

*'  Recorded  net  revenue 

in  the  same  years  •    -  34.40J56  %%  39 

Total  net  revenue  -S7»09>906     0  34 


"  Or  sterling  £,  107,820,  embezzled  out 
of  .£.1,483,962." 


This  instance  of  a  general  combioatioB 
against  the  government  is  a  melancholy 
demonstration  of  the  common  feelings  of 
the  natives,  und^r  the  present  administra« 
tion  of  the  revenue,  and  may  be  contrasted 
with  very  different  effects  of  moderation  in 
another  district,  as  recorded  in  (he  Fifth 
Report  of  the  Si  lect  Committee. 

"  The  ceded  districts  were^obtained  by 
the  Company  in  1800,  and  were  placed 
under  lieutenant  colonel  Thomas  Monro: 
this  very  extensive  tract  of  country^  which, 
including  the  tributary  district  of  Kur- 
noul,  is  larger  than  iScotland.  and  which  is 
considered  to  contain  a  population  of 
about  two  millions,  had  been  sunk  to  th« 
lowest  point  of  declension  by  a  weak  and 
improvident  government :  the  value  at 
which  it  was  ceded  was  16,51,545  star 
pagodas,  including  all  heads  of  revenue. 
The  collector  in  the  first  instance  fixed 
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'^18  nnu  mach  below  wfa%t  had  been  tb^ 
former  demand^  increattog  it  only  as  the 
neanft  of  the  ryot,  aod  the  improfing 
|tate  of  the  country,  enabled  him  tafely  to 
do ;  be  returned  to  England  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1807,  having  been  upwards  of 
sefen  years  in  the  charge  of.  the  districts. 
t>oring  this  period  the  land  revenues  had 
increased  from  10,00.595  pagodas  to 
15,17,272,  or  from  402,637 (.  to  606,9091. 
sterling,  baring  in  one  year  (1805-6)  in 
which  the.seasoo  was  extraordinarily  fa- 
Toorable,  exceeded  that  amount  in  consi* 
derabiy  more  than  a  lae  of  star  pagodas. 
The  whole  amount  realized  within  that 
period,  and  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
revenue  year  1807-8,  including  the  other 
branches  of  revenue,  was  no  less  than 
1,19,90,419  star  pagodas,  4,7  96, 1 68^  ster- 
ling, with  a  remission  on  the  whole  of  no 
more  than  3,415  pagodas  1  f.  22  c.  or 
i,36S/  serliug." 

**  It  was  recorded  by  the  acting  go* 
vernor,  oo  the  resignation  of  lieut.  colonel 
Munro,  ''  that  the  inhabitants^  from  dis- 
united liordesof  lawless  freebooters,  had 
becooi^  as  far  advanced  in  civilization, 
submission  to  the  laws,  and  obedience  to 
the  magistrates,  as  any  subjects  under  the 
Madras  government;  that  erery  one 
seemed  satisfied  with  his  situation;  and 
ihat  the  regret  of  the  people  was  universal 
nn.  the  departure  of  the  principal  col- 
lector.—It  was  also  stated  by  the  prin- 
cipal collector  himielf  on  that  occasion, 
that  if  no  alteration  was  attempted,  the 
teded  districts  would  yield,  one  year  with 
another,  about.  18  lacs  of  pagodas^  and 
that  it  would  never  be  necessary  to  call 
•oat  a  single  Sepoy  to  support  the  col- 
lections—In  the  following  year  1808-9, 
the  total  collections  amoun^d  to  no  less 
than  star  pagodas  18.02.570,  (721, 0S8^ 
aterting^  of  which  sum  16.69,908  (6o7,965/. 
aterling)  consisted  of  land  revenue  only/' 
'  Wiih  these  opposite  effects  in  the  re- 
venue administration  of  India  before  os, 
^th  such  evidence  of  abject  treachery 
and  fraud  in  one  case,  and  of  loyalty,  at- 
tachment, and  industry  in  the  ottier,  a 
Mttoral  desire  will  arise  to  relieve  a  nu* 
merous  people  from  the  galling  yoke  of 
exactions,  which  leave  them  no  resovroe 
but  deceit  or  violence :  and  afler  admiring 
tbe  example  of  moderation  which  reflects 
no  much  honour  on  eelonel  Monro,  we 
Cannot  refuse  joining  in  the  regret  ex« 
pnu&d  by  colonel  Wilks,  (cb.  5,  p.  185.) 

*'  That  tbe  kmg  and  oimiterropted  tab- 
j\«ttkMi  of  Hin£wlia  by  Mftbommedan 
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prtocos  luui  80  far  obliterated  tke  best 
characters  of  tbe  ancient  Hmdoo  ciyiati* 
tution,  as  to  present  to  the  first  English 
observers  nothing  l>at  Mahomnedan  in* 
stitutions  and  edicts,  as  the  earliest  docn- 
ipenu  whicbit  was  necessaiy  to  consider.'' 

"  Institutions,"  adds  the  same  judicious 
writer,  '^  derived  from  tbe  beH  practices 
of  a  code,  which  inculcates  war  against 
infidels  as  a  religious  duty,  condeinns  tbe 
women  and  children  of  the  vanquished  to 
slavery,  the  men  to  death,  and  conde- 
scends to  accept  submission  nnd  the 
highejit  possible  tribute,  as  a  mercifnl 
commutation  for  liberty  and  life,  do  not 
seem  to  be  very  proper  objecu  of  imita- 
tion for  an  English  government," 

"  The  whole  financial  plan  of  a  Mo- 
hammedan government  exerciied  over 
infidels  is  comprised  in  the  following  short 
extrsct  from  their  most  celebrated  Law- 
Tract  Hedays,  book  IX,  chap.  7  :  — *  Tbe 
learned  in  the  law  alledge,  that  the  ut- 
most extent  of  tribute  is  one  half  of  the 
actual  product,  nor  is  it  allowable  to 
exact  more  ;  but  the  taking. of  a  half  is 
no  more  than  strict  justice,  and  is  not 
tyrannical :  as  it  is  lawful  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  person  and  property  of  in- 
fidels, and  to  distribute  them  among  the 
mussulmans,  it  follows  that  taking  half 
their  incomes  is  lawful  a  fortiori,* 

"  Those  who  contend  for  the  proprietary 
right  of  the  sovereign,  will,  in  this  stage 
of  oppression,  find  him  to  possess  one  half 
of  the  produce,  as  a  barbarous  remunt^ra- 
tion  for  not  having  murdered  the  original 
proprietor."     (Wilks,  ch.  5,  p.  164) 

*'  In  one  part  of  the  commentary  on  a 
digest  of  the  Hindoo  laws  by  Jagganatha, 
(idem,  p.  116.)  the  earth  is  declared  to 
be  the  protective  property  of  powerful 
conauerors,  not  of  sabjecu  cultivating  tbe 
soil. 

The  perusal  of  such  slavish  authorities 
is  irksome;  but  is  it-not  more  wonderful, 
that  to  governments,  whose  practices  were 
regulat^  by  these  maxims,  any  reference 
could  ever  be  made  by  men  accustomed 
to  tbe  language  of  freedom,  nfid  the 
knowledge  of  civil  rights  ?  1^  BritMia  ? 
by  Christians  ? 

It  is  V8un  to  replr«  thai  nrbitrary  prb- 
ciples  are  more  adapted  to  the  people  of 
India  than  of  EaglaiMl :  endi  principles 
and  such  practicea  nekber.losa  nor  ac^ire 
their  pernicious  tendencr  to  embitter 
man's  life,  mid  degrade  him  below  tbe 
ordinary  lerei  ef  bis  species,  hwa  the 
aspect  of  a  aonthern  or  m  M*ero  nky : 
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Che  clhnate  of  India  can  ii«ter  excuse,  nor 
in  the  slightest  degree  palliate  the  inhu- 
manity or  tyranny  of  Hindoos,  MogalSinor 
of  any  other  taccessors  to  their  dominion. 

The  soil  and  climate  of  the  Morea  are 
not  fomid  to  have  undergone  any  snch 
change,  as  to  accoant  from  natoraV  causes 
for  the  change  of  character  in  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  the  pestilential  breath  of  Ma- 
hommedan  despotism  that  has  wrought  the 
degradation  of  miankind  in  these  the  two 
finest  countries  in  the  world.  Restore 
liberty  to  Greece,  she  will  again  ilourish ; 
deprire  Britain  of  her's,  and  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  she  will  be  the  last :  were  it 
possible  that  despotism,  like  that  which 
tor  ages  has  prevailed  in  the  countries  of 
the  south  ana  the  east,  could  be  supported 
ki  our  northern  regions,  it  would  sink 

**  This  hnd  of  heroes,  bards,  and  patriots,'* 
to  a  letei  with  the  modern  Greeks  and 
Hindoos. 

The  state  of  society  induced  by  this 
system  of  revenue  in  the  Company's  dis- 
tricts, which  had  descended  to  us  from 
our  Mahommedan  predecessors,  is  thus 
described  by  the  court  of  directors  when 
the  measure  of  changing  this  system  was 
proposed,  and  lord  Obrnwallis  appointed 
to  carry  the  change  into  eilRsct. 

Extract  from  the  Letter  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment, 12th  April,  1786.  Second 
Report,  page  156. 

"  The  nature  of  our  dominion  In  India 
renders  it  expedient,  that  our  revenue 
system  should  be  simple  m  its  principlei^ 
and  uniform  in  its  operation ;  and  the 
embarrassed  state  of  our  affairs  demands 
from  us,  and  from  our  servants,  every 
practicable  attention  to  frugality .—>On  re* 
•viewing  the  conduct  of  our  revenue  de- 
partment for  some  years  back,  we  have 
observed  a  disposition  to  innovation  and 
experiment,  without  urgent  necessity  or 
apparent  cause,  but  with  many  obvious 
and  immediate  inconveniences ;  new  in- 
ttitutions,  and  almost  instant  deviations 
from  them ;  multiplication  of  offices,  and 
increase  of  salaries. 

**  Such  frequent  changes  must  neces- 
«ari1y  be  productive  of  disquiet  to  the  in- 
habitants of  any  country,  still  more  to  an 
indolent  and  sobmissiTe  fieople,  like  the 
tiatires  of  Bengal ;  they  must  be  destruc- 
tive of  good  government  there,  whilst  they 
throw  over  the  whole  business  ef  our  re- 
renues,  and  all  the  official  records,  a  dood 
of  intricacy  and  cqnfatioo,  whic^aloMit 


defeats  controul  and  enquiries  on  our  part. 
We 'find  them  always  ihtrodueed  with 
the  flattering  schemes  of  increase  to  the 
revenue,  and  diminution  of  expence,  which 
have  hardly,  in  any  instance,  been  rea- 
lized by  the  event.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Court  of 
Directors  to  the  Supreme  Govern* 
ment,  dated  19th  Sept.  1792.  2d  Re- 
port, page  166. 

*  "  The  finance  principle  of  the  mogul 
government,  which  was  to  collect  conti* 
nuallv  upon  the  actual  produce  of  lands, 
has,  from  its  nature,  led  to  concealment, 
chicanery,  and  fraud. — ^In  proportion  as 
the  demands  of  the  sbverei gn  were  en- 
hanced, these  acts^were  multiplied,  and  the 
character  of  the  people  of  every  rank  de- 
baaed.— The  great  extent  of  the  provtncei 
now  held  by  us;  the  vast  details ^f  their 
accounts,  voluminous  for  every  vi1lage» 
and  particularly  liable  to  falsification,  losa 
and  decay;  the  ignorance,  incapacity, 
and  want  of  principle,  too  common  «mong 
the  zemindars;  the  changes  perpetually 
happening  throughout  the  country  among 
the  native  officers  of  the  revenue,  the  cor- 
ruption of  those  officers,  their  fraudulent 
alienations  of  land,  their  indolence  and 
mismanagemeht ;  the  general  inexpe- 
rience of  our  servants  in  revenue  aflfairt 
during  the  first  years  of  the  dewannee ; 
and  the  frequent  alterations  which  have 
since  taken  place  both  in  respect  to  th^m, 
and  to  the  mode  of  administering  the 
finances ;  the  very  diflPerent  nature  of  our 
government,  and  the  calamities  which  the 
country  has  sustained  :  all  these  circum- 
stances, to  mention  no  others,  have  con- 
curred to  involve  the  real  amount  of  the 
produce  of  the  lands  in  great  intricacy 
and  obscurity ;  and  the  same  causes,  joined 
to  the  unceasing  struggle  between  the  op- 
pressive exactions  and  fraudulent  evasions, 
have  produced  numberless  pretences  and 
disguises,  increasing  continually  both  the 
necessity  and  difficulty  of  instituting  e^ 
fcctive  laws  for  the  restoration  of  recipro- 
cal equity  and  good  faith.'' 

^  But  we  must  upon  the  fullest  consi- 
deration disapprove  entirely  of  the  Mogul 
principle  of  taxation,  the  diviiion  of  the 
actual  produce  between  the  sovereign  and 
the  immediate  cultivator  of  the  soili  which^ 
under  various  modifications,  has  continued 
to  be  the  basts  of  practice  until  the  pre- 
sent time ;  we  are  convinced  there  are 
evils  inherent  in  this  mode,  g^atly  eb- 
stroctift  of  national   inproyemeat  fad 
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bappiness.—- We  we  moreover  by  no 
meaos  satisfied  that  our  provinces  have 
now'riesourcea  equal  to  those  which  they 
possessed,  even  when  ced^d  to  us;  we 
wish  indeed,  that  we  saw  no  reason 
to  apprehend  the  contrary.— From  the 
best  judgment  we  can  ibrm,  the  natural 
calamitips  to  which  the  country  has  been 
subjected,  joined  to  other  circumstances, 
have  greatly  altered  its  state,  which  at 
present  affords  no  external  signs  of  abound- 
iog  wealth,  nor  any  probable  source  of 
large  increase,  except  the  alienated  lands, 
^ivhich  remain  a  subject  for  investigation. 

"  With  respect  to  the  objections  drawn 
from  the  disorder  and  confusion  in  the 
collections,  the  uncertainty  of  their 
amount,  the  variable  indefinite  rules  by 
which  they  are  levied,  the  exactions  and 
collusions  thence  too  prevalent,  the  in- 
tricacies in  the  details  of  the  revenue 
business,  and  the  ignorance  and  inca- 
pacity of  the  zemindars,  lord  Cornwallis 
charges  these  evils,  so  far  as  they  exist, 
(and  we  think  with  great  justice)  upon 
the  old  system^  as  a  system  defective  in 
its  principle,  iaind  carrying  through  fill  the 
gradations  of  the  people,  with  multiplied 
ill  effects,  that  character  of  arbitrary  im» 
position  which  originated  at  the  head. 
He  therefore  very  properly  contends,  that 
reform  must  begin  there,  and  that  in 
order  to  simplify  and  regulate  the  de- 
mands of  the  landholders  upon  their 
tenants,  the  first  step  is  to  fix  the  demand 
of  government  itself. 

"  If  any  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  descriptions  given  of  the  people,  it  is 
•urely  this,  that  the  powerful  are  oppres- 
sive, and  the  weak  fraudulent/' 

The  remedy  applied  by  lord  CornwalHs 
to  correct  thia.  state  of  disorder  and  op- 
pression was  the  zemindary  settlement, 
the  principle  and  tendency  of  which  are 
thus  described  in  the  Fifth  Report,  p.  59. 

"  The  proportion  of  the  produce  of  a 
aemindary  estate,  fixed  as  the  government 
•bare»  at  10-lJths  of  the  rent  paid  by  the 
tenantry,  though  it  had  not  in  all  cases 
been  fixed  with  minute  exactness,  sufiici- 
cntly  shews  that  it  must  have  been  in  most 
cases  a  Jarge  proportion,  and  that  the  most 
attentive  and  active  management  was  in- 
dispeusibly  necessary  to  enable  a  land- 
holder to  discharge  his  instalments  with 
the  punctuality  required  by  the  public 
Regulations.  In  cases,  therefore,  where 
any  inequality  unfavourable  to  the  ze- 
mindar occurred  in  fixing  the  amoiuit  of 
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his  assessment  at  the  permtneot  settle*  ^ 
ment,  the  danger  of  his  falling  iu  arrear 
must  have  been  enhanced ;  and  if  ooce 
in  arrear, .  and  all  his  estate  placed  under 
the  management  of  a  native  agent  deputed 
by  the  collector  to  hold  it  in  attachment, 
and  collect  the  rents,  the  dismemberment 
of  his  estate,  and  sale  of  his  lands,  must 
for  the  most  part  have  been  inevitable." 

By  this  arrangement  neither  the  amount 
or  rate  of  the  land  tax  appear  to  bafe 
been  materially  changed.  The  ryot  bad 
his  allotted  half  as  before,  while  the  ze- 
mindar's tenth  seems  only  to  have  been  a 
continuance  of  the  share  he  enjoyed 
under  the  old  system.  On  this  account 
both  col.  Wilks,  and  col.  Manro  have 
considered  these  zemindars  as  mere 
farmers  of  the  revenue,  or  "  contractors, 
who  undertake  to  get  a  greater  fixed  rent 
for  government  from  the  ryots  than  can 
be  done  in  any  other  way— engaging  for 
a  per  centage  to  make  the  ryots  always 
pay  what  they  now  do." 

The  division  of  the  country  however 
into  estates ;  the  enquiries  into  the  reve- 
nue funds  which  preceded  this  change; 
the  resumption  of  lands  which  were  held 
free  of  revenue  previous  to  this  epoch ; 
and  the  extension  of  the  tax  to  lands  not 
before  subjected  to  it,  were  sudden  inno- 
vations which  the  country  proved  in  the 
sequel  unable  to  endure,  whilst  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  revenae,  so  far  from  being 
lessened,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  prececHog  orders  and  observa- 
tions of  the  court  of  directors,  was  very 
materially  enhanced  under  this  new 
system. 

In  the  court  of  directors'  letter  to  Ben* 
gal,  dated  19th  Sept.  1792,  printed  in 
Appendix  to  the  Second  Report,  it  is  esti- 
mated (page  168)  that  the  revenue  from 
land  and  abkary  (two  sources)  fixed  by 
the  decennial  settlement,  (afterwards  de« 
clared  to  be  permanent,  and  therefore  the 
zemindary  settlement  here  treated  ot) 
would  amount  to  rupees  2,59,26,208,  or 
the  exact  sum  of  revenue  realised  from 
the  country  in  the  year  previous  to  the 
decennial  settlement,  that  is,  under  the 
old  system.— It  should  however  be  kept 
in  mind,  that  the  revenue  under  the  old 
system  was  derived  from  three  sources, 
lands,  abkary,  and  saver. — It  is  added 
(hat  the  sayer  revenue,  abolished  at  the 
decennial  settlement,  was  rupees  981,192. 
Supposing  therefore  the  abkary  (only  ru- 
pees 179,508)  to  be  the  same  under  both 
systems,  it  YTQuld  follow  from  this  official 
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^iew  of  the  case,  thai  the  UiU)  revenues 
of  Bengal*  under  the  decennial  settlement, 
would  have  exceeded  the  amount  exacted 
from  tbe  cotfntry  under  the  old  system, 
by  all  the  amount  of  the  abolished  aayer, 
<Nr  981 J  02  rupees. 

But  this  is  taken  from  a  rcTJew  of  the 
decentiial  settlement  by  the  court  of  direc« 
tors  previous  to  their  having  beCbre  them 
the  arrangement  complete.  In  the  Fifth 
Heporty  page  10,  we  are  informed,  that 
tb«  land  revenue  obtained  from  Bengal, 
Bahar,  and  Orissa,  under  this  settlement 
in  i7{K>-l,  amounted  to  rupees  3,08|OO,9S9, 
or  sterling  3,108,015/.  eKceediUg  there* 
fore  the  amount  realised  io  the  yeair 
previous,  to  the  deoemiial  settlement 
(2»50,26i2a8)  in  the  sum  of  rupees 
$74,781.---^ThiB  added  to  tbe  aayer  reve- 
tMie,  abolished  at  the  decennial  settletnent, 
tnakes  tbe  excess  of  land  revenue  under 
ahe  new  system,  according  to  thi«  more 
correct  view,  upwards  •£  17  lacs  af  sicca 
rupees,  or  sterling  212,000/. 
.  In  the  Hecoad  Beport,  page  18,  it  is 
alao  slated,  ^  Upon  a  gtoeral  calculation 
the  amount  of  revenue  expected  uMler 
thfe  4ec«BMal  or  permanent  aettJeaent  was 
860  laos  of  sicca  mpeat,  or  Jj016»000/. 
The  ftaaual  <!oUectiMM  Exceeding  that 
suoa  are  principaliy  to  be  attributed  to  the 
increoaed  iimottiit  of  aayer*,  a«d  aAikary 
duties^  so  tbe  rexts  of  bod  aot  included  ih 
Um  Jaflaaaa,  and  id  other  extraarditiary 
Mvenxes}  in  some  iostano^s' to  progtee- 
aive  rents;  to  increaeod  rants  on  landa 
not  origixally  seuled  ;  or  to  reaomptions 
on  tbe  principlas  of  the  regdations/' 
'  In  1709  tbe  court  of  directors  ostimate 
ftba  Bengal  land  revenue  (Second  Report, 
Appendix  ifi.)  at  3/]^5,O00i. 

In  tho  aame  year  the  decennial  settle* 
inent  was  declared  in  Bengal  to  be  per* 
manefit  and  omiltcndile  tor  cv^«  (8ea 
]^p.  page  18.) 

The  aeleot  committee  bowever  observe 
(page  17)  **  The  estioaale  (i<  ei  of  rand 
revenue)  formed  ix  17§S,  has  been  ex-^ 
cpeded  jn  each  year^  xonwitfastanding  the 
ititerraptioni  wbieb '  haw  been  occasion* 
ally  oiqperieBaed  from  the  vicissitudes  of 
aeasons«'' 

Independent,  tbetefere,  of  increase 
from  tbe  abkary,  we  have,  in  the  docu- 

^  The  sayer  of  internal  customs,  I  ap- 
prebend,  are  mentioned  here,  as  a  source 
of  increase,  through  inadvertence,  as  they 
were  aboliahed  at  tbe  decennial  settle* 
went, 

(VOL.  xxvn.) 


ments  bene  referred  to,  official  grounds  td 
be  assured,  that  the  laitd  revenue  takeil 
from  the  Bengal  prof  inces  under  the  new 
system  considerably  exceeded  the  amount 
realized  ander  the  operation  of  the  old 
exorbitant  %t%  of  half-produce,  not  «only 
in  the  first  yeak*  of  its  imrod action,  but  in 
every  succeeding  one* 

Althougb  some  may  deean  this  constant 
excess  of  land  revenue  to  be  a  proof  of  th^ 
wealth  and  prosperity-  of  the  districts  in 
question;  to  othetrs  it  will  M\y  account 
for  the  almost  unheard-of  misery  which 
seemt  to  have  been  the  immediate  effect 
of  tbe  seaiindary  settlement  in  Bengal, 
and  which  in  the  Fifth  Report,  page  00,  is 
described  to  be  **  such  a  hatvh  and  op* 
pressive  system  as  i^^as  never  before  re* 
sorted  to  in  this  eeiAntry^^-^and  to  hate 
^*  produced  more  dist)'e«s  and  beffgary,  and 
a  greater  change  in  tbe  landed  property 
of  Bengal,  than  haa  pe^baps  citt  happened 
in  the  same  space  of  tlitte  in  any  age  ol- 
rountfy,  by  the  mere  efi^t  of  internal 
regulations.'^ 

The  nature  and  ep4iNition  of  the  perma- 
nent settlement  at  Madtas,  knowti  there 
by  tbe  fiame  of  the  Mootahdary  settle* 
ment,  are  sufficiently  described  ih  Meeir 
Obolaom  Atly*^  letter ;  whilst  of  tbe  state 
of  those  districu  under  the  old  system  of 
Revenue,  which  we  had  continued  to  them 
from  the  time  of  our  Mussulman  prede* 
cessors,  the  extract  from  my  lord  Welles :^ 
ley's  letter  gives  a  most  melancholy  but 
too  tree  a  picture. 

Of  the  basts  indeed  of  all  these  revenue 
systems,  new  and  old;  it  may  be  furthet 
observed,  that  in  the  choice  of  despotic 
precedents  the  fiMrthest  removed  froni 
natural  justrtebas  been  preferred  ^ in  out 
several  settlements.  On  the  principle  of 
Mahommedan  taxation,  already  quoted, 
one-half  of  tbe  produce  is  taken  as  tbe 
ransom  of  the  husband mtei's  life :  the 
commentary  of  Jagganatha  leaves  the 
whole  earth  itself  to  the  discretion  of  "  the 
protective  conqueror :''  the  main  pillars 
of  the  permanent  or  zemindafy  settlement 
stanll  on  no  better  grounds  \faan  these. 

But  although  the  principle  and  practice 
be  perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  tenets 
of  Mahoniet,  from  whom  they  are  derived^ 
other  Hindoos  will  be  found  to  be  Jess 
complaisant  than  Jagganatha;  from  whose 
own  commentary  it  appears^  that  cv^  ^ 
after  stating  this  despotic  principle  of 
right  of  property  in  the  soil,  the  despot 
was  required  to  content  himself  with  a . 
sixth  of  the  produce  in  ordinary  times^  and 
•(4G) 
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only  took- a  fourth  imioies  of  urgent  ne«- 
ceMii}v  as  *•  of  war  or  inTasioru'^  It  is 
iiuleed  certaiD,  that  in  no  part  of  the  world 
btit  India^  was  tuck  a  tystcm  of  taxation 
ervr  attempted  to  be  enforced,  if  ever 
thought  off;  nor  ig  it  less  clear*  that  even 
in  Iftdia  the  imposition  is  of  a  modern  and 
recsnt  date :  the  declaration  of  its  perma- 
nency then  was  sorely  made  by  a  Chris* 
tian  goveraoKnt,  without  sufficient  reOec* 
tion  who'werev  its  authors*  and  what  most 
be  its  lasting  effects  on  tbe  conditioo  and 
minds  of  the  subjects^ 

With  respectful  deference  to  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who 
have  bestowed  so  much  labour  oo  the 
affairs  of  India*  the  author  most  record 
his  dissent  from  the  opioion  quoted 
above*  if  it  is  meant  to  leave  an  impres* 
iion  on  the  public  mind*  that  the  tax  of 
half  produce  was  anterior  to  the  entry  of 
the  Mahommedans;  if  the  language  of 
4he  Committee  were  only  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  waste  lands  as  remaining 
subject  to  the  ordinary  rate  of  taxation, 
whenever  they  might  be  brought  into 
cultivation*  this  would  not  be  questioned  ; 
but  there  is  decisive  evidence  to  prove 
that  before  and  even  since  the  period  of 
the  Mogul  invasion^  and  the  establishment 
of  their  despotism,  the  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce of  land  allotted  to  the  state  was  a 
sixth*  in  many  instances  only  a  tenth. 

A  brief  review  of  the  different  rates 
imposed  by  sovereigns*  in  different,  ages 
and  nations,  will  furnish  the  strongest  ob- 
jections to  the  further  continuance  of  this 
unexampled  burthen. 

The  first  recorded  land  tax  was  intro- 
duced by  Josephy  in  the  rich  agricultural 
country  of  Egypt,  while  it  was  desolated 
bv  an  extraordinary  famine*  In  the  41st 
coapter  of  Genesis  we  are  told* 

«<  When  all  the  land  of  Egypt  was  fa- 
muhed*  the  people  cried  to  Pharaoh  for 
bread-:  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  all  the 
Egyptians^  Go  unto  Joseph,  and  what  he 
taith  to  you  do ;  and  Joseph  opened  all 
the  siore^houses,  and  sold  unto  the  Egyp- 
tians*  (Chap.  47.)  And  Joseph  gathered 
op  all  the  nK>oey  which  was  found  in  the 
laqd  of  Egypt  lor  the  corn  which  they 
bought:  and  when  the  money  failed* 
Joseph  said*  Give  your  cattle :  and  he  fed 
them  with  bread  for  all  their  cattle  for 
that-  year.  When  that  year  was  ended« 
Joseph  bought  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  for 
the  Egyptians  sold  every  man  his  field* 
because  the  famine  prevailed  over  them  : 
so  the  Und  became  Pharaoh' S/ only  the 
land  of  the  priests  he  bought  not." 


'*  Then  Joseph  said  unto  the  people, 
'  Behold,  I  have  bought  you  this  day  said 
your  land  for  Pharaoh  :  lo  I  here  is  seed 
ifor  you,  and  ye  shall  sow  the  land,  and  in 
the  increase  ye  shall  give  the  fifth  part  to 
Pharaoh*  and  four  parts  Ahatl  be  your 
own*  for  seed  of  the  field*  and  for  your 
food,  and  for  them  of  your  households,  and 
for  food  for  your  little  ones.'  And  Joseph 
made  it  a  law  over  the  land  of  Egypt 
unto  this  day*  that  Pharaoh  should  bar* 
the  fifth  part,  except  tbe  land  of  the  prieata 
only*  which  became  not  Pharaoh's.^' 

The  recital  of  this  transaction  is  chn*> 
racterized  with  the  beautiful  simplicity  of 
Holy  Writ ;  and  it  is  important  to  our  ar- 
gument* that  after  Joseph  had  acquired 
all  the  lands  of  Egypt*  by  a  solemn  com* 
pact,  and  for  a  vsJuable  consideration*  be 
found  it  consistent  with  sound  policy*  and 
proper  -consideration  for  the  welfare  of 
the  people*  to  levy  only  one-fifUi  of  tha 
produce ;  the  remaining  four  parts  beiog 
necessary  for  %eed  and  for  the  cukivator'a 
food*  and  for  them  of  their  housebolda, 
and  for  their  children*  in  Egypt*  as  in  fact 
it  most  be  every  where. 

Tbe  fertility  of  the  lands  washed  by 
the  Nile  is  not  less  celebrated  than  thoea 
of  India:  and  had  less  thn  ibor-fifthi 
sufl&ced  for  the  maintoiance  of  the  colti- 
vators»  there  is  no  reason  why  Joseph 
might  not  have  taken  more  than  one-fifth 
for  Pharaoli*  in  the  sitoaUoa  of  lecal  and 

Eible  proprietor  of  all  th^  land  of 
:  but  every  collateral  circumstance 
even  the  estfiblisbment  of  a  land 
tax«  at  the  rate  of  one-fifth*  appear  to 
have  been  considered  extraordinary :  that 
it.wi|s  new  in  Egypt  is  evident  from  tim 
accompanying  detail ;  and  when  Mooes 
enacted  a  permanent  revenue  from  the 
resourceS'Of  a  country  to  which  he  led  the 
Israelites*  *'  a  land  f)ownig  with  milk  and 
honey*''  although  he  might  have  stipulated 
the  same  allowance  for  the  support  of  the 
hierarchy  in  Canaan*  as  Joseph  had  aet-^ 
tied  upon  royalty  in  E^pt*  and  little 
doubt  can  be  entertained  but  men  who 
bad  witnessed  the  levying  of  one- fifth, 
would  have  willingly  paid  the  same*  as  a 
condition  of  obtaining  vineyards*  &c. 
"  which  they  had  not  planted ;"  yet  a 
more  liberal  policy  seems  to  hi^ve  actuated 
the  Jewish  lawgiver*  who  was  content 
with  a  ty  the  "  of  the  seed  of  the  land*  and 
the  fruit  of  the  tree.''     Leviticus  27* 

Sicily*  the  next  most  fertile  country  of 
antiquity*  was  taxed  by  the  masters  of  tha 
world  at  only  one-tenth«   and  Qioero'a 
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tnimikted  eKclamation  against  Verret  for 
taking  more  might  be  repeated  to  the 
present  sovereigns  of  India :  **  Namquid 
prseter  singulas  decomas  debent  ?''— Cic. 
7  Verr. 

Spain  *  paid  onl j  one-twentieth.  Livy, 
lib.  43,  c.  2. 

**  A  tenth  is  the  traditional  share  paid 
in  India,  before  the  institutioh  of  the  sixth. 
It  is  the  portion  paid  in  the  little  principa- 
lity  of  Coorg  at  this  day,  and  the  Dutch 
found  and  continued  that  tax  at  Ceylon/^ 

The  rate  established  by  Joseph  in 
Egypt  may  be  considered  as  the  utmost 
extent  of  taxation  in  his  age,  perhaps  for 
many  ages  after  him. 

"  Meoa,t  the,  Indian  lawgiTer,  who  is 
by  some  taken  foe  Minos,  and  who 
floarished  S80  ^ears  before  Christ,  states 
the  taxes  of  vjarioos  kinds,  which  may  be 
levied  by  the  king.  Of  the  produce  of 
iand^  a  sixth  is  the  krgest  share  which 
cao  be  taken  in  ordinary  circumsfarices, 
and  a  fourth  in  times  of  urgent  distress ; 
but  the  whole  tenour  of  the  Institutes, 
(cap.  8»  T.  dB4s  308.  Digest.  Grot.  1 1, 
p.  168.)  and  the  digest  shew,  that  the  sixth 
part  of  the  crop  is  the  king^s  share,  which 
IS  constantly  in  the  contemplation  of  all 
Hindoo  lawyers.'^ 

'' Pandian,^  amno  i>om.  1252,  taking 
advantage  of  a  civil  war,  invaded  Canara 
in  ships,  and  conquered  the  country.  Be* 
fore  his  time  the  sixth  had  been  received 
in  the  rough  grain ;  but  be  imposed  on  his 
subjects  the  task  of  delivering  it  deprived 
of  its  husks  in  a  state  fit  for  food,  thereby 
increasing  tlie  revenue  about  10  per  cent, 
whieh  ia  the  estimated  expence  of  this 
operation. 

''  This  mode  of  payment  continued  until 
the  establishment  of  a  new  government  at 
Vedeyanuggar,  founded  by  fugitives  from 
'the  subverted  government  of  Warangal, 
when  the  Pandyan  dynasty  of  Canara, 
having  reached  the  period  of  its  decline, 
yielded  to  the  rising  siate  in  1336/' 

''  The  minister  and  spiritual  preceptor 
Vedeyaranya,  under  whose  auspices  the 
new  dynasty  was  erected,  composed  a 
work  on  law  and  government,  which  is 
still  extant  in  ma^y  bands,  and  easily 
procurable*  It  was  intended  as  a  manual 
for  the  officers  of  state :  is  founded  on  the 
text  of  Parasara,  with  a  copious  commen- 
tary by  Vedeyaranya,  assigning  as  usual  to 

*  See  colonel  Wiiks  on  the  South  of 
India,  chap..  ^. 
t  Wilks,  126.  X  Ibid. 
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the  king  one-sixth  as  the  royal  share  of 
the^crop,  and  very  rudely  pronouncing 
the  king,  who  takes  more,  to  be  infamous 
in  this  world,  and  consigned  to  Nareka 
(the  infernal  regions)  Jn  the  next.'' 

"  This  share  Vedeyaranya  was  desirous  , 
of  converting  from  a  grain  to  a  money 
payment,  and  he  established  fixed  rules 
for  the  conversion,  founded  on  the  quan- 
tity of  land,  the  requisite  seed,  the  average 
increase,  and  the  value  of  the  grain." 

The  result   literally  conforms   to  the 
law  of  the  digest. 

I  to  the  King =igT 

^  to  the  Bramins  • =^  f  li='i 

^  to  the  Gods ♦••=^3 

The  rest  to  the  Proprietor ....^=b| 

I 


Colonel  Wilks  farther  informs  us,  that 
for  the  division  of  the  produce,  3Q  being 
the  whole  number,  it  is  calculated  that 
15,  or  4,  is  consumed  in  the  expences 
of  agriculture,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  farmer's  fami  ly . 
5    =^  I  to  the  Sovereign. 
] ,5  =^  to  the  Bramins. 


1 


-T^ 


to  the  Gods. 


7,5  =  j;  to  the  Proprietors  as  net  rent 


or  mcome. 


30,0 


In  the  disquisition .  on  the  property  in 
the  soil  from  Mr.  Colebrook's  Translation 
of  the  Digest  of  Hindoo  Law,  by  Jag- 
ganatha  Tercapancbauana,  we  find  the  foK 
lowing  interesting  passages : 

**  Having  ascertained  the  rates  of  pur> 
chase  and  sale,  the  length  of  the  way, 
the  expences  of  food,  the  charges  of  se- 
curing the  goods  carried,  and  the  net 
profiu  of  trade,  let  the  king  oblige  traders 
to  pay  taxes  on  their  saleable  commo- 
dities :" — Menu, 

"  After  full  consideration,  let  a  king  so 
levy  those  taxes  continually  in  his  domi- 
nions, that  both  he  and  the  merchant  may 
receive  a  just  compensation  for  their 
several  acts." 

'«  Aji  the  leech,  the  suckling  calf,  and 
the  bee,  uke  their  natural  food  by  little 
and  little,  thus  must  a  king  draw  from  his 
dominions  an  annual  revenue/' 

<'  Of  caule,  of  gems,  of  gold  and  silver, 
added  each  year  to  the  capital  stock,  a 
fiftieth  part  may  be  taken  by  the  king ; 
of  grain,  an  eighth  part,  a  sixth,  or  a 
twelfth.'' 
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<*  He  may  alio  take  a  tixth  part  of  the 
clear  aiioual  iocrease  of  trees,  fles^meat, 
kooey,  clarified  butler,  perfumts,  laedical 
•ubtlaQCta*  liqoida,  ilower^  roots,  and 
fruit.  —  Of  gatheired  leares,  pot*berbs, 
grass,  utensils  made  wiib  leaibor  or  caoe, 
eanben  pots,  and  all  things  made  of 
•lone." 

"  Let  bim  not  cut  up  his  own  root  by 
taking  no  rerenue,  nor  ibe  root  of  other 
men  by  e^cea  of  coYctousneu ;  for,  by 
cuiting  op  his  own  roots,  and  theirs,  he 
makes  both  himself  and  tUam  wretched/' 

<«  Let  the  king  so  act»  that  he  also  may 
reoeiTf  benefit  out  of  the  profits  of  trade 
wluch  remain  after  defiraying  charts, 
ai^  that  the  merchant  twf  receUe  j<ist 
compensation  for  his  labours." 

'' Let  the  king  gather  blossom  af^er 
blossom,  like  the  florist  in  the  garden ; 
and  not  extirpate  the  plant,  like  a  burner 
of  ch&rcoal." — Parasara. 

*'  As  the  florist  in  the  garden  plucks 
blossoms  successiYely  put  forth,  and  does 
not  eradicate  the  flowering  shrub;  ^o 
should  the  king,  drawing  revenue  from  his 
•ubjecU,  take  the  sixtb  part  o(  the  actual 
produce :  bat  the  maker  of  charcoal,  ex- 
tirpating the  tree,  burns  the  whole  plant ; 
let  not  the  king  so  treat  his  subjects^'^— 
Madhava. 

*'  Giving  a  sixth  part  to  the  king,  a 
tweqty-first  part  to  deities,  and  a  thirtieth 
.part  to  the  priests,  a  man  ofiends  not 
hy  Applying  himself  to  agricultAre."-* 
Vrihaspati. 

'*  A  military  king,  who  takes  eTen  a 
fourth  part  of  the  crops  of  his  realm  a^  a 
time  of  urgent  necessity,  at  of  war  or  in* 
Tasion,  and  protects  his  people  to  the  ut* 
most  of  his  power,  cbmmiu  no  sin."— 
Menu, 


A  oompariaon  of  the  Ux  of  half  produce, 
levied  on  the  husbandmen  of  India,  with 
the  modern  rates  of  taxation  in  other 
countries,  will  present  lo  the  reader,  ac* 
customed  only  to  European  modes  of  as- 
sessments this,  anomaly*  that  in  India  go* 
vernment  stands  in  the  double  capacity,  of 
sovereign  and  landlord  i  the  respectable 
cl»ss  of  what  in  Great  Britain  is  deno* 
minat^d  the  landed  interest,  a  class  re- 
nowned for  wealth  end  independent  prio* 
cipJes,  and  always,  considered  as  the'prin? 
cipal  bulwark  of  the  nation,  ceasea  to 
exist;  between  the  governors  and  the. 
hu8bandn)en,  or  labourers,  there  is  foynd 
only  a  class  of  officers,  appointed  to  lo^ 
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force  the  tax,  and  collect  the  half  of  the 
produce ;  for  such,  it  is  ackaowledgfed 
and  recorded  in  the  FiM  Report,  are  the 
zemindars  themselves,  with  no  otb^  ad- 
vantage over  the  revenue  officere  of 
Europe,  but  that  of  their  enapioyBenU 
being  hereditary.  The  land-tax  of  India 
is  not,  as  with  ua,  Msessed  en  a  landlord's 
rent,  but  on  the  grosi  produce  of  the 
ground.  This  ia  the  original  and' only 
basis  of  the  semindary  aettbment,  and  of 
every  other  attempted  impro^emenl  uk  the 
revenue  systeas  of  the  country* 

With  this  diatiiieiio«  premised,  tbe  fel- 
Ipwing  extract  firom  the  author's  Eesajen 
Taxation,  which  is  placed  on  the  recofdeof 
the  Bombay  govern«ent  ($th  July  1808*), 
will  exhibit  the  enoi'moua  differeAee  be- 
tween the  burthen  of  Indian  laxatioA,  nnd 
that  of  other  eivilined  slateiu 

«'  The  land-tax  in  £ng)and,t  the«gh 
nominally  four  abiilings  in  the  pooad, 
vsras  in  difierent  diatricia  firon  fonr  So  •ne 
shilling  int^  ponad,  and  inseaa  Jeaa: 
and  this  is  calculated  on  a  very  mmdemie 
vabe  of  estates,  fraaaed  in  I6d2,  ia  the 
reign  of  William  the  3d." 

«« The  kndU»(rentefonci^)  inlVmmM. 
ia  stated*  ia  their  own  repoala,  to.liave 
been  universally  coqiplained  of  as  heavy, 
and  to  have  iallen  very  uneqoaHy,  al- 
though only  m  professed  fifth  of  the  ael 
produce." 

«'  In  the  ancinaA  deminieDs  off  the  kin§ 
of  Prussia,  the  land-tnx  ia  said  to  ba  aa< 
aessed  at  the  ri^  of  90,  25^$S,  SB, 40^  45, 
and  50  per  cent  of  the  revenue  of  tkepvo- 
p^ielom,  accordsog  to  their  diffiBieat  ranka 
or  privileges,  and  this  country  is  c«aae- 
quently  far  behind  England  la  peint  oi 
prospecity/' 

*'  In  ArtJuir  Young'a  aooovol  of  Loai- 
bardy,  a  very  minute  detail  ia  givea  of 
t^  gross  produce,  rent,  and  taxation,  of 
Uiid." 

"  In  the  Milanese,  taking  100  pertsciM^ 
he  states  its  gross  produce  in  com,  wiae, 
and  silk,  at  \liS6  livres,  of  which  the  pro- 
prietor's net  share  (rent)  is  785  liwea,  ax- 
elusive  of  tax.  Land  of  thia  rant  tod 
value  pays  15f  soldi  per  pertica,  or  It 
liyres,  on  the  huiidre|ir  (pertiohe).  Tha 
tax  is  paid  by  the  farmer ;  but  if  it  wu% 
not,  it  woohi  fbim  a  part  of  the  kmUord'a 
share,  making  this  latter  802  livi«s»  which 
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It  equal  to  8/.  I8f,  per  cent*  or  1«.  94*  in 
the  pound.  Only  hair  of  thie  contribu* 
tion  of^  77.  liYrea  goes  to  the  to? ereign^ 
the  other  half  is  retained  far  roads, 
bridges,  and  parochial  charges,  and  in 
tome  casfes  the  partial  8aj[>port  of  the 
cnrees  is  included.*' 

'  ''  In  the  ecclesiastical  state  of  Bologna, 
the  land-tax  is  eonpoted  at  only*  2d.  the 
English  acre.  In  Parma  about  9d.  and  in 
^odena  the  common  calculation  is,  that 
all  taxes  wbatei^er  only  equal  a  fifth  6f  the 
gross  prodtKo  of  land/' 

^  In  Tuscany  the  land-tax  is,  in  many 
places,  redeemed  :  thsit  part  of  it  which 
IS  paid  to  communities  for  roads,  &c.  and 
ia  kiot  thus  redeemable,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  one-tenth  of  the  net  rent.  From 
the  general  tenor  of  Mr.  Young's  obter- 
TatioBs,  I-  shook)  conclude^  therefore,  the 
whole  of  the  land-tax, prerioQs  to  redemp* 
lion,  to  have  beea  one  fifth  of  the  net 
rent" 

**  In  the  Venetian  territory  all  the  arable 
lands,  which  are  given  in  lease  to  farme», 
are  taxed  at  a  tenth  of  the  rent  When 
the  proprietor  oukivates  his  own  lands, 
•  they  are  valued  according  to  an  equitable 
estimation,  and  he. is  allowed  a  deduction 
«f  one-fiith  «>f  the  tax,  so  that  for  such 
lands,  he  pays  only  eight,  instead  of  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  supposed  rtfnt'^f     - 

'*  With  regard  to  our  other  tax,^as  re* 
ferrible  to  the  actual  produce  of  the  lands, 
and  purporting  to  be  one-  half  of  that  pro* 
duce,  it  may  be  briefly  observed,  that  Dr. 
Davenant  states-  the  land  rents  of  England, 
generally,  tobe  to  the  gross  produce  as  nine 
so  twenty-one,  or  three*se Tenths,  and  the 
reols  of  corn  lands  as  twoHuotbs  only  of 
the  produce." 

**  Ik.  Smiih  saya,  that  in  the  preaeni 
elAte  of  Europe,  ihe  share  of  the  landlord 
(root)  seldom  excoeds  a  third,  sometijpes 
Bot  a  fourth,  •  of  the  whole  produce  of 
the  land  I  it  is  therefore  very  dear, 
that  in  Europe,  were  there  no  landlords 
in  the  way,  the  kmds  generally  would 

*  (By  the  author.)  It  is  a  common 
rule  in  Salsette  to  estimate  the  average 
produce  of  a  begah  of  land  at  one  inorah 
^  hatty.  A  begah  is  aboot  three-fburths 
<tf  ati  acre«  The  morah  of  batty  is  rated 
at  20  rupees^  one  third  of  which  is  the 
govermnent  sKaro,  or  somewhat  less  then 
seven  rupees  per  begah.  At  this  rate  even 
tile  reduced  land-tax  on  Sahiette  would 
ftvorago  upwards  of  a  guinea  per  acre. 

t  Wealth  of  MntioB^  Toi.  3>  p.  26^. 


never  pay  a  tax  to  the  state  of  half« 
produoe." 

'*  In  Chins  the  principal  revenue  of  the 
sovereign  consists  in  a  tenth  part  of  tlie 
produce  of  all  the  lands  of  the' empire : 
this  tenth  part  however  is  estimat^  so 
very  moderately,  that  in  many  provinces, 
it  is  said  not  to  exceed  a  thirtieth  part  of 
the  ordinary  produce."* 

**  But  it  may  be  safely  alledged,  on  the 
grounds  of  exporiesce,  that  though  some 
laods  may  be  si^ciently  rich  to  yield 
half  their  peodace  to  a  landlord  or  govern* 
ment,  the  other  half  being  sufficient  to 
defray  the  charges  and  reasonable  profits 
of  cakivatiAn^  yet  this  is  not  the  cfase  ge* 
nerally  :  in  the  majority  of  'lands  h  will 
require  from  six  to  eight- tenths  of  the 
)>roduce,  and  sometmes  more,  to  defray 
the  charges  and  profits  above  mentioned  ; 
and  it  then  fallows,  that  a  tax,  regularly 
and  correctly  assessed  at  half  the  actual 
prodocq  of  lands,  would  not  leave  to  the 
mbahitaBts  of  any  extensive  coontry  under 
heaven  a  safficiency  to  subsist.on.' ■ 

'*  Althooghf  the  principle  of  a  tax  at 
half.produc«  be  very  general  in  India,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  state  when  and  where 
it  iMd  its  origin,  h  may,  however,  con* 
fidently  be  jisserted,  that  it  arose  oot  of 
some  violent  overthrow  of  the  m^tural 
order  of  societies,  and  is  decidedly  (breigii 
to  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  Hindoos^ 
under  which  India  is  supposed  to  have  long 
flourished ;  for,  "^ 

««  First,  the  erection  of  a  class  of  landed 
proprietors,  is,  according  to  the  free  course 
of  nature's  laws,  as  certatA  and  evideni  a 
cwMequence  of  the  cultivation  of  land,  as 
the  pradoctioo  of  a  pAa»t  firom  its  seed. 
Tho  more  fartunate,  the  mora  strong,  at 
the  more  iadustrioas  among  the  first  cuhi-* 
vators,  who  were  the  first  proprielto  of 
the  earth,  would  seoR  extend  their  posses- 
sions beyond  their  own  individual  means 
of  VHIagk  Cnlti vation  by  tenantry  would 
ensue ;  and  land  proprietors,  properly  sa 
called,  being  thnf  established,  woald,  in 
the  ordinary  progtrees  of  ctviKied  society 
and  popalation,  natoratly  become  more 
namerous,  mof^  extensivo,  aad  morv 
wealthy.  That  theee  proprietors  farmerly 
existed,' and  perhaps  universally  in  bidia* 
there  cannot  ho  tho  least  doaWt ;  it  it 
equaiiy  certain,  that  they  most  cease  to 
exist  where  the  ruling  power  would  ab- 

*  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  5,  p.  263. 
f  Fareker's  Remarks  on  Taxation  andl 
Revenue^  7th  July  180a^  p.  50. 
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sorb  all  tbe  produce  of  •the^soil  bevond  t 
bare  maintenance  to  the  wretched  calti- 
valors.  That  existence,  therefore  must 
iMive  been  crushed  at  some  later '  period, 
and  the  fanded  proprietors  swept  away-by 
the  torrent  of  Tiolence  from  those  coun- 
tries where  this  principle  of  taxation  was 
first  enforced." 

<*  Secondly,  we  are  informed  that  the 
Sfahabharata  authorizes  the  prince  to  leTV 
a  fifth  of  the  produce  of  mines,  and  a  tenth 
of  the  corn/^  Menu  and  other  legisla- 
tora  "  authorise  the  sovereign  to  exact  a 
eixth,  an  eighth,  or  a  twelfth  of  the  grain, 
According  to  circumstances  ;  and  a  sixth 
part  of  the  clear  annual  increase  of  the 
trees/^  The  Institutes  of  Akber  record, 
that  former  monarchies  of  Hindoostan  ex« 
acted  the  sixth  part  of  tbe  produce  of 
lands.  Under  Akber  the  revenue  was  set- 
tled at  a  third  of  the  average  produce  of 
lands ;  and  in  Mr.  Grant's  Observations  on 
the  Revenues  of  Bengal,  the  assesfment  is 
said  to  have  been  limited  not  to  exceed 
in  the  whole  a  fourth  of  the  actual  produce 
of  the  soil. 

**  The  whole  section  here  referred  to, 
^  of  tribute  and  taxes,^  it  very  interesting* 
and  applicable  to  the  present  question : 
It  states  the  rates  in  Turkey,  Turan,  and 
Iran,  to  be  a  sixth  or  fifth  and  a  tenth  of 
the  produce,  and  gives  a  detailed  account 
of  the  Akberiao  rates  of  collection  from 
different  descriptions  of  land.  Tbe  sub- 
joined account,  taken  from  ancient  Hindoo 
trorks  of  great  repute^  was  furnished  by  a 
pundit  in^mbay.'' 

''Tk-anslate  of  the  comment  of  the 
twenty-fifth  stanza,  in  section  sixtv-eiffht 
cf  the  chapter  Shaatee  Pudva,  a  duvision 
«f  Mahabharat,,  written  by  Kids,  which 
traau  on  the  state  policy,  and  wherein 
Bheesina  t«lls  Rajah  Dhuram  how  much 
tribute  a  rajah  should  collect  from  his 
subjects.'' 

«f  One  sixth  part  of  whatever  the  sub* 
jects  will  produce  from  their  land,  and  the 
same  to  be  applied  for  their  maintenance. 
Then  whence  shall  the  rajah,  get  money 
lor  his  expences  ?— I  observe,  he  is  to  re** 
ceive  one-sixth  of  the  produce  of  land 
from  his  subjects,  after  measuring  the 
grains,  and  no  more;  to  levy  fines  on  the 
offenders,  as  well  as  on  those  that  become 
▼ariously  vicious,  and  annoy  others,  or  to 
CQoquer  the  kingdoms  of  others  by  his 
own  valour,  and  tnus  gain  wealth :  also,  to 
collect  customs  from  the  merchants  on 
goods  they  Import  by  ships,  or  on  bullocks. 
Through  all  these  means  he  shall  raise 
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funds,  thereby  to  defray  his  charges  and 
to  protect  his  subjects*^not  to  become  in* 
dolent  himself  in  pursuing  all*  these  mea- 
sures. The  subjects  also,  with  willingneet, 
are  to  pay  theVajah's  cess." 

Neelkood  Bbut,  son  of  Narayan  Bbot, 
an  author  of  a  book,  intituled, "  Mayookb 
Darmashatra,"  or  <*  Religious  Institutions,'' 
in  which  he  treats  on  the  subject  of  policy, 
observes, 

'<  That  the  rajah  should  shovf  pride, 
and  be  compassionate,  and  receive  from 
his  subjects,  from  year  to  year,  one-sixth 
part  of  the  produce,  and  protect  them  :  if 
this  be  neglected,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
share  half  of  whatever  sins  they  may 
commit,  because  he  receives  tribute  from 
them." 

'*  Translate  of  the  paraphrase  of  a  stanza^ 
the  author  Callidasa  inserts  in  the  first 
chapter  of  a  book  written  by  him,  in- 
tituled, *'  Raja  Wounee." 

**  The  rajah,  for  the  purpose  of  doing* 
good  to  his  subjects,  shall  collect  from 
them  one*sixth  of  tbe  produce." 

The  author  adds  the  following  simile  % 
"  That  the  sun  attracts  water,  and  pours 
down,  seasonably,  a  thousand  times  more 
tlian  the  attracted  quantity,  as  the  people 
on  the  earth  want ;  so  the  rajah,  having 
received  a  sixth  part  of  the  produce,  ought 
to  expend  a  thousand  times  as  much  fof 
the  defence  of  his  subjects." 

"  In  Malabar,  we  have  the  authority  of 
the  printed  Report  of  the  first  commis* 
si  oners,  a  work  distinguished  for  its  nse« 
ful  imd  accurate  information,  to  be  as<* 
sured  that  no  land  revenue  was  collected 
by  its  ancient  princes;  and  that  wbeo 
expensive  preparations  become  necessary 
against  apprehended  invasion,  they  only 
exacted  from  the  landholders  a  fifth  of 
their  produce.  This  information  is  the 
more  Valuable,  as  the  aboriginat  laws  and 
customs  of  the  Malabarians  seem  to  have 
been  preserved  unimpaired  from  time  im» 
memorial,  down  to  the  snbversion  of  their 
principalities  and  government  in  1766,  by 
the  power  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  must  have 
had  some  reference  at  least  to  the  esta- 
blished  usages  of  surrounding  coontries." 
'"  It  is, remarkable,  that  the  practice  of 
the  Malabarians  has  in  this  respect  a 
striking  coincidence  with  a  Jewish  ordi- 
nance. The  Malabar  rajahs  have  froia 
time  immemorial  possessed  landed  estates^ 
from  which  to  support  the  princely  dig* 
nity  ;  and  exacted  no  land  tax  from  their 
subjects.  In  the  divine  command,  through 
Ezekiel,  to  the  Jews^  on  their  propbes^ 
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reBtordtioti  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  we 
find  the  following  injunctions  in  respect 
to  their  princes. 

"  Chap.  xvi.  ver.  7  und  8.  *'  And  a  por- 
tion (of  the  land)  shall  be  hr  the  prince^ 
&c.  &c/'  (describing  its  situation  and 
extent.) 

"  In  the  land  shall  be  his  possession  in 
Israel :  and  niv  printes  shall  no  more  op- 
press my  people  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  land 
shall  they  give  to  the  house  of  Israel  ac* 
cording  to  their  tribes.^' 

"Chap.  xlfi.  T.  18.  "Moreover  the 
pr^ice  shall  not  take  of  the  people's  inhe- 
ritance by  oppression,  to  thrust  them  out 
of  their  possession;  but  he  shall  give  his 
sons  inheritance  out  of  his  oili^n  posses- 
sion :  -that  my  people  be  not  scattered 
•very  roan  from  his  possession.*^ 

"  It  would  seem  from  this  latter  Terse, 
too,  that  the  prophet  clearly  foresaw  both 
the  advantage  and  absolute  necessity  of 
restricting  the  prince  and  his  posterity  to 
their  own  prescribed  inheritance,  lest  the 
scattering  of  the  people  from  their  pos* 
sessions,  should  be,  as  he  well  knew,  the 
infallible  consequence  of  the  sovereign 
becoming  general  or  universal  proprietor 
of  the  soil ;  and  as  is  so  clearly  exem* 
plified  inmost  of  the  modern  governments 
oi  India. 

'^  In  Gazerat  it  is  also  ascertained,  that 
no  such  principle  of  taxation  was  in  ge- 
neral force,  up  to  the  period  of  the  Ma<r 
hofnedan  conquest ;  and  that  even  after 
the  introduction  of  the  Mussulman  power, 
the  Grassia  landholders  successfully  resist*- 
ed,  as  they  do  to  this  day,  the  payment  of 
any  such  tax ;"  and, 

«'  In  Salsette,  authentic  records  are  still 
extant  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  adopted  by 
the  Portuguese  government.  A  statement 
now  in  my  possession,  procured  from  the 
records  at  Goa,  exhibits  the  whole  of  the 
land  revenue  derived  from  the  island  by 
that  government,  as  amounting  only  to 
20,000  purdaws,  er  about  10,000  rupees 
per  annum;  whilst  the  lands  were  given 
up  in  undisturbed  and  undisputed  posses^ 
aion  to  individual  proprietors,  who  thus 
became  numerous,  respectable,  and 
wealthy.** 

«'  If  therefore  the  principle  here  dis- 
cussed, shall  be  neither  found  to  be  sanc- 
tiooed  by  the  old  legal  institutions  of  the 
ccHnitry,  or  by  the  natural  established 
order  of  societies ;  and  if  violence,  or  the 
efi^cts  of  despotic  power,  be  its  probable 
origin;  it  will,  I  hope,  be  allowed  no 
claim  to  the  prifilege  of  beiDg  perpetuated 


in  the  citil  instftntiont  of  a  just  and  mode- 
rate government,  merely /because  pro* 
ceding  conquerors  had  enforced  it.  Pre« 
cedent^  prejudice,  or  prescription,  the 
common  motives  of  human  action,  may 
very  properly  sanction  in  establisbed 
practice  what  is  right ;  may  even  justify 
what  is  indifferent,  but  can  never  excuse 
what  a  candid  examination  at  the  shrine 
of  reason  would  prove  to  be  decidedl]^ 
wrong.  .  Unconsciousness  of  evil  may  m- 
deed  be  some  ^excuse  for  errors  from  pre- 
cedent ;  but  to  err  with  our  eyes  open  la 
an  unjustifiable  aggravation  of  injury.** 

«« That  the  pnnciple  of  a  tax  of  half 
produce  owes  its  origin  to  violence,  to 
conquest,  or  thoi  more  gradual  oppressive 
exercise  of  despotic  power,, is  rendered 
still  further  prooable,  from  the  ctrcum* 
stance  of  our  having  several  traces  of  the 
division  •  of  half- produce  being  the  rate 
adopted  between  landed  proprietors  and 
their  tenantry  or  cultivators :  we  know  it 
existed  on  Salsette,  during  the  time  of  the 
Portuguese  ;  it  still  appears  to  obtain  ia 
the  l^nsal  provinces  under  the  perma- 
nent settlement ;  it  is  probable  therefore 
the  principle  may  have  been  formerly 
more  general ;  and  on  the  annihilation,  or 
expulsion  of  proprietors,  it  would  be  bui 
natural  for  the  despot  who  took  their 
place,  to  appropriate  also  to  himself  their 
share  in  the  produce  of  the  soil*  This 
was  actually  the  case  on  Salsette,  when  the 
Mahrattas  took  the  island  from  ^e  Porta* 
guese.  ,  The  conquerors  adopting  the 
principle  of  a  tax  at  half-produce  (whicb 
was  before  this  the  landholders  share  only, 
not  that  of  the  displaced  governm^t),  the 
class  of  proprietors  soon  disappeared  ;  and 
in  Malabar  (independent  of  the  violent 
expulsion  of  the  whole  class  of  landholders 
by  the  Mahomed  an  power)  many  instancea 
came  within  my  own  personal  knowledge  of 
landed  proprietors,  afVer  their  return  under 
our  government,  abandoning  their  estates 
to  their 'farmers,  desiring  them  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  required  revenue,  in  con* 
sequence  of  our  local  officers  having  beea  > 
enabled  partially  to  enforce  the  same  tax*** 

^'  But  the  rate  of  division  between  pro- 
prietors and  their  tenants,  is  a  rery  fal- 
lacious ground  of  assumption  in  behalf  of 
a  government  tax  ;  since  the  rent  of  aa 
estate  paid  to  a  landlord^  and  a  land  re- 
venue paid  to  a  government,  are  entirely 
and  essentially  difierent  both  in  their  na^ 
ture  and  eiffects. 

"  The  aggregate  amount  of  revenue  is 
chiefiy  divided  intosmtill  8tipends.or  sala- 
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riet,  ibe  expendiUir*  of  which  hai  rery 
UllU  inaacnct  on  the  indoMry.  a«d  eon- 
aeqtwnily  on  the  comforu  and  wealth  ot 
the  society.  Of  thoie  derif  ing  Urge  aala* 
riei»  from  which  they  itill^only  accumu- 
late  fortui|««  in  a  long  series  of  years,  tew 
or  none  rcmaUi  to  expend  them  in  this 

eountry."  ^     ^ 

"But  the  aggregate  amount  of  rent 
contributes  immediately  to  the  eleFatioo 
4i  a  classof  wealthy  proprietowin  thesUte, 
whose  expenditure  is  the  only  natural 
means  of  stimulating  §cneral  industry, 
and  of  promoting  the  gencml  wealth  and 
comforts  of  the  aociety." 

«  The  amount  of  revenue  is  often  ex- 
pended on  purposes  foreign  to  the  pr<MBa- 
tkm  of  industry,  and  at  a  distance  from 
the  place  of  its  collection  ;  not  onfre- 
quenUy,  in^^foroign  and  etea    inimical 

comtries.'^  ,     .  . 

<«  But  the  rent  of  resident  landed  pr<H 
prietors  is  always  expended  in  the  proow- 
'  Uon  of  indtTidual  and  donwitic  indtiatry, 
mid  chiefly  on  the  spot." 

^*  Proprietors  and  their  *ertantry  are 
left  te  a  reciprocal  view  of  their  own  into* 
rests,  in  arranging  their  respective  i^rme 
of  tenure.  In  the  natural  order  of  things, 
both  mie  and  the  other  would  of  neeesaity 
be  equally  confnUed.'* 

<«  But  the  division  of  pr^uce  between  a 
government  and  iu  culttvaters,  must  as 
neceesarily  be  almost  always  arbitrary ; 
whence  we  Bnd  the  interesU  of  one  party 
only  considered,  and  thow  nf  the  other 
abmt  wholly  negketed.'' 

«Tbe  local  experience  of  resident 
landed  proprietors,  and  their  own  private 
ittteretda,  naturally  ai^^t  the  moet  ad- 
fieable^  measures  for  improving  the  nro^ 
dnce  of  tbeir  estates,  which  is  most  ettec- 
tnaily  aoonoplifibed  by  iaaproviog  the 
condition  and  reeonrces  nf  ^hr  farmers; 
mid  tbe  natnral  impulses  of  humanity  es- 
teblish  an  tntnrcenrsn  of  ktndnessand 
asaistanoe  between  a  lerA  and  bts  depend^ 
antm  which  ibe  latter  can  ne«>er  expari—ot 
or  expect  fimm  personal  inieroeuree  vriih 
a  gsvertMaent.  Its  local  oflboert  hare  no 
interest  in  local  impftavemcwts,  but  x  ma- 
nifest one  in  local  exaceions  far  their  own 
benefit :  in  tbe  fimt  case,  Um  inaereat  nf 
tbe  pfoprinters  and  tenant  are  co-opera- 
tive to  tbe  same  useful  end,  and  tbe  public 
geod  is  prompted  ;  in  the  latter  case,  the 
interesu  of  the  local  oAcer  and  tenant  are 
.  decidedly  at  variance,  and  the  pnblic  good 
'  is  eifeptoally  frustrated." 

<'  In  abort,  it  woilW  aeam  to  be  impoMi- 
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ble  for  a  government  in  anyway  ta  oc- 
cupy lands  to  any  useful  end ;  both  tbn 
possession  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
is  the  exclusive  business  of  sulyeots,  and 
should  be  surrendered  to  them;  unre* 
strained  interference  on  the  part  of  tbe 
prince  is  an  iqfringement  on  their  righla^ 
their  privileges,  and  their  duties:  in  India 
it  has  even  extinguUhed  a  class  in  tbe 
order  of  society,  without  which  no  society 
can  materially  improve :  it  is  foreign  to 
the  object  of  protection ;  a  clear  violation 
of  the  order  of  nature  ;  and  we  need  be 
no  longer  surprised  4t  iu  militating  no  lees 
against  individual  prosperity,  than  againak 
the  amelioration,  v^ben  required,  of  tka 
resources  of  the  state.'^ 

There  is  a  manifest  concordance  of 
these  suggestions  with  the  conolusiona  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons,  and  with  their  numereua  quotb» 
tions  of  opinions  extracted  from  tbe  official 
representations  of  dittinguisbed  offieor%  in 
tbe  service  of  tbe  East  India  Company. 
Referring  to  the  Jifth  Report  for  tbe 
recorded  opinionaof  ljettt-coloo«l  Minir<^ 
Mr.  Havenshaw,  Mr.  Thackeray  and' 
others,  it  may  suffice  to  *le<et  the  follow* 
ing  as  a  decisive  deelaration  of  the  iob 
pression  on  tbe  minds  of  tbe  Committee 
themselves,  as  to  the  necessity  and  nature 
of  the  improvement,  which  it  is  the  mAt 
object  of  these  pages  to  recommend, 

*'Your  Committee*  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  this  gratifying  Instance  of  a  pre^ 
vince,  which  was,  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  restored  from  a  condition  of  the 
lowest  depression  to  one  of  comparative 
prosperity^  {^bAwc  tbe  management  of  Mr. 
Ravenshaw.)  In  a  former  part  of  tbeic 
Report  Uiey  had  occasion  to  state  anotbm 
extraordinary  iaatance  of  the  same  kind, 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  tbe  ceded 
diitrifiis,  dnring  tbe  seven  years  they  were 
uader  the  enligbiened  superintendence  of 
lioot.-coloDel  Tboaras  Monro :  tbeybolb 
furnMh  nndeniable  prooAiof  tbe  important 
good  effects  wbicb  have  resnked  from  tbo 
eatabliabment  of  moderate  rentt,  and  espo- 
ciaUy  a  system  of  adequate  protection  to 
individual  rights  and  property.  Tbe  amo* 
lioratiea  which  has  taken  plaee  in  the 
condition  of  the  provincea,  which  tbo 
Commitsee  have  here  partioolarly  reforred 
to,  and  which,  in  a  greater  or  kas  dcfroe# 
has  been  prodnced  in  tbo  oOier  parte  ef 
tbe  modern  territory,  under  the  MadiM 
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presidency,  if  undoubtedly  in  a  greii 
measure  to  be  ascribed  to  the  talents,  ac- 
ti?ity,  seal,  and  experience  of  the  col- 
lectors ;  but  your  Committee  are  tbp- 
roughly  satisGed,  that  all  these  qualities 
combined  could  not  ha?e  enabled  them» 
00  generally,  to  have  iroprgf  ed  thp  situa- 
tion of  the  provinces  under  their  charge^ 
iiad  they  not  paid  particular  r^i^rd  to 
moderation  of  rent.  The  great  practical 
principle  enforced  in  all  their  Reports,  by 
]ieut.-colonel  Monro  and  the  other  col- 
lectors, whose  revenue  administration  has 
been  the  most  prosperous,  the  principle  on 
which  they  acted  themselves,  when  left  to 
their  own  discretion,  and  which  they 
never  ceased  to  press  on  their  assistants, 
was  this,  that  to  enitble  a  country  which 
had  been  long  oppressed  to  attain  a  flou- 
risbipg  state,  assessment  must  first  be  low, 
and  can  be  increased  oqlv  with  its  in- 
creasing improvement ;  and  that  one  year 
of  over  assessment  would  throw  it  back, 
beyoitfd  the  power  of  several  favourable 
seasons  again  to  recover." 

With  so  many  arguments  drawn  from 
history,  and  the  example  of  existing  states, 
with  yet  more  forcible  objections  from 
natural  justice,  and  (may  jt  not  be  added  ?) 
from  religion  itself,  agamst  the  burthen  of 
Indian  taxation,  which  is  so  properly  ap- 
preciated in  the  reports  to  parliament,  and 
Condemned  even  in  the  letters  of  the  court 
of  directors,  the  policy  of  its  continuance 
ought  to  have  some  extraordinary  and 
unquestionable  grounds  of  justification. 

There  is  none  in  an  expenditure  of  the 
revenue  on'objects  of  public  utility  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  from  which  it  is 
thus  obtained :  our  system  of  taxatioB  has 
little  resemblance  to  the  attraction  of 
water  by  the  solar  rays,  to  be  returned  in 
refreshing  showers,  and  ioppregnating  dew 
or  rain  on  the  ground  whence  it  is  drawn : 
very  different  is  the  absorption  of  a  foreign 
monopoly,  which,  alas  !  has  no  elements 
of  reproduction  :  a  perpetual  drain  to  the 
empty  coifers  of  a  distant  treasury,  leaves 
the  natives  no  consolation  in  the  spectacle 
^  increasing  local  improvements  :  the 
jMil  is  exhausted,  and  the  ryot  of  India 
bewails  his  privations,  unheard  and  unseen 
\>y  his  ^ropeaq  and  Christian  masters. 

Neither  is  there  much  adrantage  ac- 
tually Realized  to  the  proprietors,  who 
claim  this  revenue  m  Britain^,  if  the  pub- 
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lished  accounts  of  the  East  India  Company 
might  have  our  assent ;  for  they  represent 
the  ordinary  receipts  from  their  terrilo* 
ries,  to  be  some  millions  sterling  less  than 
the  ordinary  expenditure ;  and  indeed  it 
iS' found  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
(!ommiH)s,  on  examination  of  their  ac- 
counts for  seventeen  years,  ending  in  1 809, 
that  with  all  their  revenues,  and  all  the 
exclusive  trading  privileges  of  their  ex- 
piring charter,  they  have  contracted  new 
debta  within  the  period,  exceeding  the 
valu^  of  ftll  their  effects,  at  home  and 
abroad,  by  more  than  tweWe  millions- 
sterling. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  this  unex- 
ampled tax  on  the  produce  of  lands  in 
India  has  not  the  plea  of  jostificatioii, 
which  might  be  valid  in-  other  connlriea, 
of  a  corresppnding  amount  pf  feciprpci^ 
benefits  to  the  Indians,  who  pay  it :'  nor 
that  of  proportional  advantages*  ever  a^ 
certained  to  the  European  proprietors  for 
whom  it  is  levied. 

To  the  judgment  of  a  discerning  l^rttiiR^ 
public,  it  is  therefore  svbviiued^  that  in 
the  continuance  of  this  tax  policy  itself  is 
disregarded,  justice  violated,  humanity 
outr^ed,  and  Christianity  forgotten  or 
contemne(). 

Tilery  am  extremely  good  reasons  for 
believing,  thut  it  is  the  baneful  spirit  of 
monopoly  wbich  occasions  aH  the  dis^ 
asters  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
thus  perpetuates  the  f^is^ry  of  their  spb- 
ject9«  Whatever  humanity,  or  national 
honour,  might  add  to  the  suggestions  here 
offered,  with  a  view  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indian  husbandman,  and  alle- 
viate the  bnrtbeu  of  taxation  under  which 
he  groans,  it  is  a  mortif^'ing  consideration 
that  the  same  tribute  which  was  first 
ofiered  Ht  tb9  shrine  of  tiff  prophet  of 
Mecca,  now  termed  revenue,  and  still 
amounting  to  one  half  the  produce  of  the 
soil,  is  continued  and  declared  to  be  per- 
manent and  unalterable  for  eter,  in  order 
to  indemnify  tbe  losses,  and  repair  the 
dilapidations  of  a  commercial  sovereignty 
in  London ;  whose  exhausted  treasury 
hat  no  resource  for  mercantile  or  political 
operations,  for  the  payment  of  dividends 
on  stock  or  interest  on  debt,  but  this 
revenue,  thus  drawn  firlMBa  the  agricultural 
industry,  as  a  vital  stream  from  the  heart 
ofIn()hi« 
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